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This drawing of ‘George W Featherstonhaugh the first signer of’
the Wisconsin- state constitution, is hanging in the home of
Michael F.. Cudahy, 2405 E. Wyoming pl.. It was made, some time
in the 1880’s, b){ a clerk who worked for the Cudahy Pachng Co.
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ﬁy}?( HA! . STEWART

© Michael F. (
on the wall r
drawing of _early Milwaukee

 character whom he calls “the ‘pic-

0

[ saw a great deal of him when

(e B At ¢
Cudahy has hanging iwa‘s 12(:014 years gf age. And he
his library at home & |engaged my curiosity because I

knew he was some sorf of a dis-
tinguished man. ;]
Three things I learned directly

" turesque oid man.” And his father |from him; and one was the meaning

had it hanging there before him
It is tHe portrai

of George W.

of the word “behooves.” Being sent
by two machinists, Murphy and
0'Connor, to get them a bucket of

. Featherstonhaugh, ‘the first signer| - "

of the constitution of the state of

‘ 1sin, s drawn sometime ek
i ,;gyw:s clé?li}\ in the em-|east of 3rd st. It was the same lo-

in the '80's

ploy of the Cudahy packing firm.
* TFeatherstonhaugh - wa

“age crept upon him he moved to
Milwaukee. As an avocation he
made oil paintings which he sold

. to his admirers; he was a familiar
figure in all the downtown bar-

a local

political leader in Calumet county,
' and tradition says that he had been
=g ‘newfsﬁqpée;r'x?an in those parts. As

beer, I went to the saloon on Spring;
st. (Wisconsin av.) about three doors

\cation which was later occupied
{for many years. by Ald. John
Koerner's barroom. At the end of
the bar was a tall, bewhiskered man
holding forth on political questions,
land' as he stretched out his arm he
said, “It behooves us to”—do so and
so. I had never heard that word
before, and as I listened to his talk
I was rooted to the spot. By the

rooms, and he drank his whisky time I had gathered the- whole

straight.

meaning of “behooves” the beer

Now that the Centurama has ar-|had gone pretty flat.

rived and people all over the state
. are having local centennial observ-| A A v firin Lle A thraushi
ances, it _,s/eem‘eg time to take G. him}&:z ther time I learned throug

W. down off the nail and show him

s eoe 4 4Esi Behooves Us— "~

e kS Intellectual Ancestry

arger meaning of the word
“‘grammar.” In those days the Mil-
|waukee public library was located
‘upstairs \&p‘gm the Penney store

He was something more than “pic- |now is. Downstairs was Espenhain’s
turesque”; but in his latter days the|store; and a hroad wooden stairway
more moral and upright people of |led up to the library from the street.
the city were very conscious.that|I was coming down those stairs with
G. W. spent a good deal of his time|one of Oliver Optic's books when I
in saloons, not asking themselves|overtook: Featherstonbaugh, who
where else a statesman was going|was carrying a lxrgé volume. Al-
to meet his cronies to settle impor-|ways curious about him, I looked to

tant questions,

see what book he had, and it was

As my boyhood home was on 3rd|entitled “The Grammar of Color.”
st., just where the Miller hotel now | That was the first time I knew that
stands, and he had his room on 4th|“grammar” referred -to anything

i

€| rejected by the people. This neces-

], The first steps to make Wiscon-

|to say whether they wanted to be a

18| convention of 1848, whose work was 3
“|accepted; and it is to this that G.
~|W. Featherstonhaugh's namej is

a
=
‘; Many townships
y

I |time causing them to spring inta be-
I ling. And so, with so many centen-
i~ | nials in the air, it seemed about time
elto take G. W. from' the wall and
" dust him off.

| In his very old age he went to
i8|live with a sister in Illinois. John
8| Gregory, Milwaukee's oldest news-
Tipaperman, tells me that when
i€| Peatherstonhaugh was away from/
i8lthe big_city and his barroom ero-

-land did not drink atall. + .+ |}
- Lo T

outside of language. He was quite
a patron of the publie library. 3
Finally I learned from him that
if you mix blue and yellow paint
they make green. To a boy who had
recently been presented with some
tubes of Winsor and Newton’s oil
colors, that was'a wonderful piece of
information. Knowing that he had
read a grammar of color and proh-
ably knew everything about pic-
tures, I had ventured to engage him
in a few words upon the subject.
George W. Featherstonhaugh was
of decidedly intellectual ancestry.
His father, of the same name, was
once known as “United States geolo-
gist.” He explored this part of the
country in the early nineteenth cen-
tury and among many books he
wrote were: “Geological Reconnais- el
sance in 1835 From Green Bay to
Coteau de Prairie,” and “Canoe Voy-
age Up the Minnay Sotor.” That is
how Minnesota was then spelled. He
also wrote on political subjects.
That our own Georg_e.‘;‘w. Feather-
stonhaugh was something more then
the barroom charaeter of local gos-
sip is indicated by the fact that in E
his latter days he took to ‘:ubr i

painting SESa=E

But that he knew his way around |
a saloon is no doubt a fact. He had|
a way about him. If he had not sold
a painting and was short of funds,

Turn to STEWART, page 2, col. 7

he would appear before the mahog- |
any bar and speak as a man who|
spoke with authority. He would say
—“Bartender, let me have a drink
~—one just about as big as your
heart.” This latter would indicate
that it was not going to be paid for. | 2
And he would get it. ; ¥

sin a state were taken in 1846, In
‘that year the territorial legislature
passed an act enabling the people

state or not—which they did. Then
came the first constitutional con- |}
vention, of 1846, whose work was|}

X

sitated the second constitutional

lisigned. It heads the signers ‘a
stands out prominently by its length.
in southern Wis-
consin—probably the greater num-
ber of them were incorporated in
'46—a wave of immigration at that |}

nies, he was a very decent old man
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In the name of God, Amen. The seventh day of ¥areh One Thousand Bight

Tundred and Lty two,

1, Banneh ¥, Ohioks of the Town of Stookbridge in the County of Gulumet

and State of Tiseonsin, beins eiok and weak of body, but of perfeet mind ‘snd

memory, Thanks be giver unto God; therefore e=iling unto mind the mortality of

my body, kmowlng that 1% 48 apsointed unie &1l men onge t0 dis,make and ordsin

this my last will and testament, that 48 t0 sey the first of sil 1 glve and

Tecomvend my soul unto the hand of Almighty God thet gave it snd oy body I

recommend to the earth to be buried in decent

Christian birial at the directien

of my exscutor nokhing doubtiag dut at the denersl Teserectiion I shall receive

the same agein by the Almighty power of Zod snd as touching sush worldly estate

where with it hath pleased God $o help me in this life I give demise and dese

pose of the seme in the following manner and form,

1 glve and bequeatn to my nephew Levi Koakapot onme of the heifer eslves ‘5
g
either of my cows may have in the coming Spring, the same to Be chosed by him,
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