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Name: Lydia Denny  Accession #: OHE-72 

Date: 12-12-196 Length: Part 1-19mins Part2-29mins 

Description 

Boarding School        ☐            Military        ☐            Government        ☐ 
Language        ☐            Gaming        ☐ 

DOB:  Aug 4, 1907 
Place of Birth:  West Depere 
Mother:  Elizabeth (Wheelock) -Homemaker 
Father:   Taylor Summers 
Siblings:  Edward, Phillip, Banger, Sally, Milton, Elmore, Mimmie, Austin, Lillian,  
Grandparents:  Rebecca and Cornelius Daneil                   Mary Baird and John Wheelock 
Spouse:   
Children:   June, Marie, Donna, Fay, and Ira Thristen  
 
Additional Information 
Growing up Lydia did not have electricity or running water. Her family owned a very old fashioned stove. 
Lydia went to Silver Summit School. She was seven years old when she first went to Wittenburg school. 
She did know how to speak Oneida, but had to learn English. She would get punished if she spoke Oneida. 
At age 10 she went to Mission School in Oneida. Lydia went to Tomah and finished eighth grade. When 
she was 14 years old she started working in a hotel kitchen. She made corn bread and corn soup. At one 
time she notes that they used ashes to make corn soup.  
Lydia wen to Milwaukee and worked in a TB Sanitarm. She did everything a practical nurse would do. She 
lived in Milwaukee for 14 years. Her advice for the youth is to listen to the Mormons.  

Staff Signature:  # of Discs: 2 

 


