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Dear Mr. Heller,
ipat & grand visit we had yesterday, did we mot? In my excitement, I for-
got to ask how far back the reeords of the local M.E. Church went, also what is the basis
for thimking the church was built im 184v7
Last evening [ wemt imto the matters again, im the light of our coaversatiom, regsrd=
ing the questiom as to how the lethodists got im. I fird a line sayirg that H.W. Frink,in
his first eircuit, 183%7, inrncluded Sheboygam, Manitowoe, Two Rivers, Brothertown amd FPort
in 183%6'Deansburg amd Fond du Lac, To be supplied.”
Washingtonjland uader 1837 that J. Halstead was appointed to Deamsburg, but speat some time
in Omeida, in 184Y the charge was called Fofd du Lac, but imcluded Brothertown, and in 134
he was appoimted agaim to Brothertown,with am additional preache; To be supplied: H.W. Frak
ecame back for 134<, 43, 44, but before thét Conference year was out, in April,4? he had to
leave and yourg Wessom G. Miller was sent, although only am Exhorter. As he is the author of
the first history writtem, Thirty Years im the ltimerancy, he goes into great lemgth sbout
his first experiemce., A.D. Dick,Esq. one of the stewards, was his host,also was ore of the
best simgers, slémg with Jeremiah Jogmsom, Orrim Johnsor, and Thomas Cummock. Class meeting
was held umder the leadership of Father Abmer.Youmg Lewis Fowler was spokem of highly,but
se died of comsugption soo after. Several of these went to a Camp leeting at Clason'g
Prigrie, and ir July several preachers came to Brothertown to help in a meeting there.
18 :
tiidf the settlement he says," The Brothertown people came from the State of New York, smd
nad mow beem settled im their westerm home several years. A log chapel had beem erected,amd
sehool houses provided. T:e location adomg the easterm shore of Lake Winmebago was excelleit
affording & good soil and water and timber im abumdarce. A%ong the prireipal highways the
farms had been cleared of timber and brought under a fair state of cultivation. The build-
ings were maialy comstructed of logs, though im later years,there had beern erected a goodly
number of frame residences”.

"The chapel was constructed of logs. These were hewn om both sides, thus givimg & smooh



OcHo"E
apUesrance poth within and without. The logs were halved together st the emds, ard filled

petween with small pieces of wood laid in mortar,amd onrn the whole, the chapel made & very
respectable appesarance. It contained rude sests that would accommodate about oze huandred
and fifty persons, rnd furnish standing room in addition for éne huandred moreen

" But the time had come in the history of the Missior whem a mew and larger chapel
must be erectd. To further this objeet, several boxes of goods had beem forwarded to the
Mission by Ladies Benevolent Societies im the East. Tpey wwere accordirgly opened out in
the vacant rooms of the Parsomage.( Mr. Frink amnd fauily had gome, and Miller was ummsrried
and only there temporarily, amyhow. E.W.) They were accordingly opered out, ard wher not
otherwise employed, I installed myself &s a salesman of merchandise.”

" A man in Stockbridge who owned & fine grove of timber, proposed to give a certszinm
amount of it forthe church provided the church people would cut it. A:d it was further
found that the owner of a mill in the vieimitf would give the sawing. Word was passed among
the people, and orn a given day, a score or more of men and teams, with the lissiorary amonmy
them, made am omslaught upon the timber. If 2 few days the task was accomplished and the sue
cess of the enterprise guaranteed"®

1842 and 1846 were served by H.R. Co .man, amd 1847-4° by Henry Requa. Yf the latter P.$
Bennett wrote ir his history™At Brothertown, H. Requa succeeded im the erecticmn of a framed
chur¢h edifiee, im place of a log building previously used as a place of worship. Thisg azmrd

thoseat CGreer Bay and Umeida were the omly omes in the emtire District at the close of the

Then, your 183/ session must have been in the old log church. I shall keep om the
look Qut for anything bearing upon any parts of this fascimating subject, and trust you
will tell me anything you forgot yesterday,and that I may see you and Mrs deller here at
some time.

Most gratefully,
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