
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

MUSKOGEE AREA OFFICE 

' MUSKOGEE, OKLAHOMA 

Tribal Programs 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Area Director , Juneau 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

DEC 2 0 f961 

My sincere congratulations and good wishes upon your 

well merited appointment as Ar ea Director at Juneau, 

Alaska. It is a splendid tribute to your efficient public 

service. 

Holiday Greetings to you and your family. 

Sincerely yours , 

\ , . r \' J) 

1 .. 6t~ A t1~ ~ 
J Marie Hayes Wadley 

Tr\ bal Affairs Offic 



N . B. JOHNSON 
JUST I CE 

THE S U PREME COURT 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

December 13, 1961 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear friend Bennett: 

I want to extend to you my sincere 
congratulations upon your appointment as 
Area Director . This is an appropriate 
recognition of your good service to the 
Indian people , and it is an honor which 
you fully merit. 

NBJ/p 

With all good wishes , I am 

Sincerely , 

6'ft.~ 
N. B . ;~h~ 



OFFIOE OF THE G OVERNOR 

MAD I S ON, WISU ON SIN 

September 24, 1962 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Your outstanding record of achievement in Indian 
affairs is something for the Oneida people and the 
citizens of Wisconsin to be proud of. 

The hardship of your early life is adequate testi­
mony to your humanitarian service. The sacrifices 
you under went to acquire a law degree helped to 
mold an understanding person--one of great value 
to your community and source of pride to your home 
state, Wisconsin. 

Congratulations on receiving the 29th annual Indian 
achievement award. 

n o r 

GAN:fc 

,, 



WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

M r. Willard LaMere 
P resid ent 
Indian F ire Council 
27 East M onroe St reet 
Chica go 3 , Illinois 

Dear M r . LaMere : 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

Septembe r 11, 1962 

In reply to your letter of September 3 rd, I would ve r y much 
a ppreciate your extending my w a rme st congratula tions a n d best 
wishe s to M r , Robert Bennett a t the d inne r in his ho nor on Septem ­
b e r 29th. 

We in Wi scons in are i n d eed proud of hi s r ecord of s e rvic e, 
not only to h i s own p e ople , but t o huma n i tari a n a n d civic caus e s 
of eve r y na tur e . 

I am delighted tha t your fine o r ga n ization h a s chosen to 
h o no r M r . Bennett w i th this y ear 1s Ind ia n Achiev em ent Award. 
I join with you a n d h i s many f :t;" i en d s a nd a dmirer s i n saluti ng him 
o n this w o nderful o ccas io n . 

Sin cer e y , 

WP /nm 



ERNEST GRUENING 
ALASKA 

HOME ADDRESS: 

Box 1001 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 

fr11t. Wi.ll.OA.d Lcl'lle1te, P1tu. , 
9ndi..an (ounci.l. Ji.Jte 
27 [a&.t..i11oM.oe 5.t... 
{]u:.ca9-o 3, 9.llin.oiA 

DeOA. /Yltt. Ld>1e1te: 

GEORGE SUNDBORG 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

HERBERTW. BEASER 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 

(). am h.app!f .i.o 1.e.OA.n .t..h.a.t. .t.h.e 9-ndi..an Ach.i..evemen.t.. AwOA.d 
toll. .t..h.iA ff-ealt wi.ll. 9-0 .t..o R.obe.JLt L. Benne.t...t.., .t.h.e A1tea Di.Jteci.oJt 
oi .t..h.e BUJteau oi 9-ndi.an Att<Ull4 i.n f}-uneau, Al.a&ka. 

!Jk. Benne.t...t.. M a 1te.l..a:li.ve.l..ff- 1tecen.t.. a.JVLi.val. a.i. .t..h.iA pod 
and p1tevi..oll<J-4f h.ad no ac~ai..n.t..ance w.it.h Al.a&ka. 9.t.. h.a& ce1t-

.t..a..i.n4 i..mp1t<!.46ed .t./2.04e wh.o h.ave ob4e1tved h.i..m i.n ac.t..i..on .t.h.a.t. 
h.e M a .t.h.01touli4 coMci..en.t..i..oll<J, dedi.ca.t.ed and a61.e pu6l.i..c 
4 e1tvan.i. 

Ah.h.oug-/2. () h.ave known fr11t. Benne.t...t.. 0"4- a 4/2.0-'ti .t..i..me, (). 
am mod h.appff- .t..o joi.n i.n acc.l..~ .t..h.e wiAdom oi .t..h.e 9ndi.an 
Ach.i..evemen.t.. AwOA.d .i.o h.i..m. 



BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 
OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE. NEW YORK 27 , N. Y . RIVERSIDE 9-2200 

----ov 2 1lJ62 

.Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear :Mr. Bennett: 

October JO, 1962 

-· 
It seems that I have been out of touchwithwhat•s going 

on. I just heard that you were presented the 1962 Achievement 
Award by the Chicago Indian Council Fire. 

; - -t 

' L 
I \ 

This is a well deserved recognition for your leadership. 
Congratulations. 

RKS:dj 

Sincerely, 
? ;? 

£cJd7/~/4-, 
Richard K. Smith 1 
Director 
Department of Town and Country 
Church and Indian Work 

. ,,. 

\ 
-\ 

1 



SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SITKA, AL.\SKA 

A PROJcCT Of THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISS!ONS OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT October 11, 1962 

\ 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

This is to congratulate you on the Award which was made 
recently for being the ~Ian of the Year. I am very happy 
when these Awards come to associates and we feel this 
is well deserved. Russell Carter mentioned you several 
times on his recent visit and bemoaned the fact that you 
were out of town so that you could not get together. 

At any time that we at Sheldon Jackson can help in any 
way, please let us know. 

h 

R. Rolland Armstrong 
President 

Pk<Me Reply by Air Mai/. 

~v ~# 
✓~ 



ERNEST GRUENING 
ALASKA 

GEORGE SUNDBORG 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

HOME ADDRESS: 

Box 1001 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 

Mr. Robert L Bennett 
Area Director 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Bob: 

October 9, 1962 

HERBERTW.BEASER 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 

My heartiest congratulations on your having received 

the 1962 Indian achievement award. 

This recognition of outstanding ability is one fully 

deserved. During your relatively short tenure in Alaska you 

have grasped the situation and have made solid progress to­

wards bettering the Natives'plight. We have a long way to 

go, of course, but I am confident that if anybody can do the 

job, it's you. 

Cordially yours, 

l!M£~ 
ERNEST GRUENING, u.s.s. 



~ ------ r 
1 NO 2 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR r vfffe 

AIRMAIL 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Juneau Area Office 
Box 1751 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

INDIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

I 

I ~ 

October 29, 1962 

I have just received a copy of the September-October issue of 

"The Amerindian" and was very happy indeed to learn that you are 

the recipient of the 

and best wishes. 

Robert G. Hart 
General Manager 

d. Congradulations 

dt52 

_j 



To Ro½Prt L . ~ennet 

Dear Fellow tribesman: 

On behalf of the Oneida tri ')e of Wisconsin , sine ere con-

stowed unon yon 1)y t',e IncliEm Conncil Fire. 

We, t;1e Onei,__la tri' e of Wisco 1f'in, flre jnstly pro11u _ 1c 

1' i 0 ·r awara . 

We re~ret that more members of our tribe from Oneida could 

not be nresent to see t 11is ceremony. We shall be thin',;ing of 

what this award means to all of 11s , especially to the Tribal 

officers wor~ing with the tribe . You shall always be an in­

sni·r.".tion to 11s 2.,nd we sl-iall endeavor to l{eeT) the h0me fires 

bless yo'1 ,,ncl 1rne'J yo 1 1 . 

Sincerely 

T~e o~ei~& Tribal Executive Council 

Sec. ~/-



WILLIAM A. EGAN 

G OVE R N OR 

-

ST A T E OF AL A SK A 

OFFICE O F T H E G OVERNOR 

JUNEAU 

September 26, 1962 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Although your work in Alaska has been 
relatively brief compared with youn long record 
of service in the first 48 states, we in the 49th 
state have learned to respect you for your sincerity of 
purpose, adherence to principle, and willingness to 
meet with others on common ground to work out solutions 
to mutual problems. 

I extend congratulations to you for the 
recognition which is being accorded you on this 
occasion. It is a distinct honor to be chosen to 
receive the annual Indian Award. It is a just 
reward for humanitarian service to the Indians of 
our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 



',("")'l r.oy t DP.l'lf"TT 1.PFt- f' IP f't:')='')DT 1"WL rvr;:-iy 
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PERSONAL 

.Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Bob: 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ROLLA , NORTH DAKOTA 

PHONE 440 

February 2l, 1962 

In the Fall-Winter issue of the National Fellowship of Indian Workers, 
I discovered you were appointed Area Director of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in Alaska. The note I had from you at Christmas merely stated 
you were going to Alaska. 

Congratulations on your appointment. You are certainly going to be in 
a hot spot in doing what you can to protect the aboriginal rights of 
the Alaskan native population and at the same time attempt to develop 
non-segregated services so there will be an evolutionary governmental 
integration. 

We have confidence in you, Bob, and we know you are not going to come 
out with the perfect solution, but you are most certainly going to 
influence things in the right direction and what more can we ask. 

Be sure to give our regards to your wife . 

Remember if the going gets tough and it starts to affect you personally, 
we still have a few rabbit trails we can and will use in supporting 
your posit ion. I 

Sincerely, 

JBH:mk 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

..,---- ~i \ 

Branch of Education 
933 San Pedro SE 

PoO. Box 8327 
Albuquerque New Mexico MAR l 

Mr. Robert Bennett, Area Director 

Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Bob: 

I want to congratulate you on your promotion to the .Juneau 
Area Directorship. I have always been very proud of your 
accomplishments and most pleased when good things come your 
way. I know you and your family will be happy there - to 
me Juneau is a most delightful place. I know, too, that you 
have a tremendous job to do and that you will do it wello 

Congratulations and best wishes to you and yours. 

Sincerely yours, 

d'~Yi~A~ 
Nel~eard Bibo .J 

\ t"! 1 v 
' 

-- I 
\ \ 

I 

\ 
I 
I 

\ 



MRS . J. LOYD RIPLEY 
Bo x 35 □ 

MT . EDGECUMBE, ALASKA 



Juneau Area Office 
Juneau• Alasb 

July :n • 1962 

Miss Marion e. Gridley 
Executive Secretary 
Indian Council Fire 
Chicago, IlUnots 

Dear Miss Gridley: 

,.. 

This wi 11 supplement my letter of yesterday to you in response 
to yours of July 25. 

I have another picture which I am enclosing which you may wish 
to use in lieu of the one mailed with my letter. tn addition. 
whenever you release the announcement of the award I wish you 
would send copies directly to the following: 

Mr . Philleo Nash, Commissioner of I dian Affairs. 
Washington 25• D. c. 
Senator E. L. Bartlett and Senator Ernest Gruening. 
Washington 25• D. c. 
Representative Ralph Rivers. Washington. D. C. 
Governor WU 11am Egan. Juneau, Alaska 

I am, of course. looking forward with a great deal of pleasure 
to seeing you at the presentation dinner on September 29. 

Sincerely yours. 

Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 

r 



,,., . 

Mias Madon E,. Gridley 
Executl ve S~cretal')' 
tndlan Council Fire 
Chicago, tllln€>1s 

Dear Mlss Gridley: 

Juneau Area Offlee 
Juneau,. Alask4 

July 30, 1962 

Your congratulatory letter of July 25 la very much appreciated. I 
em glad that you feel the recogaltion ls well de•erved because of , 
the ht gh regard I hold for you. 

My reply tf> Mr. ut-1ere should he ta the office by thie Ume and in 
it I advised h:im that it would be poestbl.e for me to be in Chicago 
to attend the presentation dtm,.er. As you requested I am sending 
a photo t>y return maU and I will not make any announcement of this 
&ward until the publlctty goes out. As stated in my letter to 
Kr. I.Amen, I 1would appreciate coples b&ing malled directly to me 
of any release.a made by the organization. 

Again, I wtah to thank you for your fine letter and your support 
and cooperation throughout the years. 

RLBennett:rb 
Fi le: fl. lJ, 

Sincerely yours,. 

Robert L. Bennett. 
Area Director 



A NATI 0 ~ AL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO INDIAN INTERESTS • SPONSOR OF THE ANNUAL INDIAN A YEMEN 

Dear !'Ir . Bennett : 

ORGAN IZED I 923 

27. E. MONROE - J:~ _, 
3~~ oN ~Sf-R,E?tli: 

CENTRAL 6-3838 

CHICAGO 2, ILLINOIS 

July 25 , 1962 

By the time this reaches you, you will have r eceived Mr. La:Mer e ' s l ett er 
telling you that you are the 1962 Indian Achieveme nt Awa r d winner. I would 
like to add my oi,m congratulations, and t el l you that we are al l very 
much pleased at the Com,~it t ee 1 s choice . 

We do hope that it will be pos s:i. ble for you to attend the presentation 
dinner. Perhaps the BI!\ would al 101,,1 you this expense for npubli c relations" 
since it will be beneficial to them through publicity, et c . We would like 
to knpw just as ooon as you can get word to us, because ~-.Je have much to 
do in planning, etc . 

ill you please send your photo by return mail , so that we can have copi e s 
made for news r el eases, etc . Also, pl c,ase do not make any announcement of 
this as yet - not until publicity goos out . 

This is a well deser v ed recognition an:i we know that many others will 
share our plGasure . You are the f irst Oneida to r ec eive the Award . 

With kindest regan:1 s , 

Sincerely, 

G:en 

,. 



Dear Bob: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

August 1, 1962 

First, my congratulations on being the 1962 winner of th.e 
Indian Council Fire Award. I can't think of a better or more 
qualified person for this honor and we're proud of you. 

.John has already given you authority , by telephone, to make 

IN REPL 
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the trip to Chicago for the presentation of the award on September 29th. 
This will confirm the authorization. You mentioned that you would 
like to come on to Washington for consultations, and that you assumed 
September 29th would be the Saturday following the Area Directors ' 
Conference. We are still having a hassle about the dates of the 
conference and there's a possibility it may be put off until late 
October and early November; but in any event, you're authorized 
to travel to Chicago and then on to Washington for whatever time 

you deem necessary for conferences . 

You will be hearing more about the Area Directors ' conference 
dates from Martin Holm. 

Of course, I am having copies of the letters about your sele,ction 
for this year's Indian Council Fire Award put into your personnel 
folder. Again, my congratulations. 

Commissioner of Indian Affaj.r-s 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau Area Office 
Juneau, Alaska 

Air Mail 
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