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.,_ Indian, is the new commissioner of the Bureau of In ian 
- Affairs, und'er unanimous Senate confirmation. 

Bennett, confirmed Wendesday, is the first Indian to head 
the federal agency in more than 100 years. He was born on the 

• . . Oneida Reservation in Wisconsin in 1912. 
Of more than half a million Indians in the United States, 

about 16,000 live in New York State, 8,000 of them on eight 

: , • major reservations in the state. ~· ========= 
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WARREN P . KNOWLES 

GOVERNOR 

To the Testimonial Dinner of 
Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Oneida, Wisconsin 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

MADISON 

!5 3702 

Being proud of our citizens is one position I often relate to the general 
public both in and out of our State. And in the case of Robert LaFollette 
Bennett, I find that Wisconsin has a double reason to be proud of claiming 
him as an outstanding citizen. 

Not only is Bob Bennett the first Indian to be chosen United States 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but he is the second con­
secutive commissioner of the Bureau to come from Wisconsin. As you will 
recall , the former commissioner, Philleo Nash, came from Appleton . 

Your new commissioner has a challenging assignment given to him. Many 
Indians have long wanted a fellow Indian as their commissioner. Conse­
quently, Indians and non-Indians will be watching Mr . Bennett to see how 
he affects the Bureau and the problems facing tribes throughout the country. 

Here I offer my encouragement to him in his new position and my full 
support as Governor of Wisconsin. I am confident that he will prove to be 
a capable leader and I am looking forward to working with him and the 
Bureau to solve problems facing our Wisconsin Indians. 

Congratulations should also go to the Oneida tribe for having such a leader 
come from among them. I am sure that your people are as proud to have 
Commissioner Bennett one of you 'as Wisconsin is to have him a native of 
our State . 

In closing, I regret not being able to attend your dinner personally, but 
I do send my best wishes for the success of your new commissioner and the 
success of those with whom he will be working. 

Sincerely, 

Warren P. 
Governor 
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WI L LIAM R. WO O D 
PRESIDENT 

U NIVER S ITY OF ALAS K A 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CO L LEGE, ALAS K A 

January 7, 1966 

While I am enthusiastic about your promotion to a new 
assignment with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, I do regret that you 
are leaving Alaska. It has been a genuine pleasure to know you 
and Mrs. Bennett, and to work with you on our common concerns. 

It was good of you to comment on the improvement in the 
Univer sity1 s attempts to provide good educational opportunities for 
native Alaska n s . I assure you that we shall continue our efforts in 
that direction and, hopefully, will be able to a ccelerate the pace. 
You will be plea sed to le a rn, as I am, that this year we h a ve 145 
students from native Alaska n families. This is by far the largest 
number we have had to da te. This includes, I believe, the specia l 
group that we are training from the Kobuk a rea for work in the 
mineral industry. E ven more encouraging to me is the f a ct that 
there seems to be a tendency growing for our students to stay with 
us until graduation. I am looking forward to the day when we can 
encourage s ome of our good students to becom.e doctors, lawyers, 
a nd engineers. Al r e a dy some of the graduates have achieved a place 
in the teaching profession. 

I do hope that you will find your new assignment an enjoy­
able and satisfying one, and that you will continue to think we ll of 
Alaska and its University. The campus is always a better place when 
you visit it. 

WRW/kb 

Sincerely yours, 

~1.~ 
Wi lliam R. Wood 
P resident 





E. Y. BERRY • 

2D DIS!., SOUTH DAKOTA 

COMMITTEES: 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

FOREIGN AFFAI RS 

€ongress of tbt ltniteb ~ta:te~ - _ "1, ~'.~ 

~oust of l\tpttstnta:tibts ~ 1 .i ' \i; · 

■asbington, 1». QI:. 

:!arch ll+, 1966 

Fon . Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of Interior 
Washing ton, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Just a quick note to congratulate you on 
what I understand is an established fact, 
that you will be the new Com.rnissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

l~ile t his is a terrific responsihility I 
think the best man is ~etting t be job . 

:-fy congratulations 
everything I can 
of this bility . 

With my 
best wis 

eyb:1 

personal 
s, I am 

f 

to <lo 
t he burden 
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"Watching the Tribe'• W elfare" 

TEL EPH O NE NO. 854 -256 1 

F O RT YAT ES , N O RTH D AK O TA 

March 15, 1966 
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Mr. Robert Bennett ; 

T951 Constitution Avenue, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 20242 l C-; 

\,) 

--, --
~, 

Dear Mr. Bennett: . o-; . 
First I want to congradulate you for reaching the nighest position in 

the Indian Service and speaking for my Sioux people and myself, WE ARE PROUD 
OF YOU. 

C 

After six years absent from the tribal council, I am again one of their 
members and I must say it is shocking to find the mismanagement of our 
administration in both the general and rehab. program. Most of our council 
members are more interested in the money they receive in attending the meetings 
and bo01!ing it up. Since coming back to the council I find the chairman 
and the rehab. manager most of the tL~e on a drunk and their seems nothing we 
could do about it. It is my honest opinion that the superintendent should step 
in and correct the condition that has got out of hand. 

It was embarrassing to me when Mr. Sonosky visited us to have the chairman 
on a week drunk and even had the gall to appear at the office in that stupid 
condition. Maybe Mr. Sonosky is encouraging these tribal officials and council­
members boozing it up. After all he is an attorney for the tribal council. 

At my age I would like to see something progressive done for my people and 
unless the bureau officials take the bull by the horn and correct the present 
conditions we will continue to go back to our primitive ways. I do not believe 
we have dedicated workers among our bureau employees, they are more interested 
to see if they can get a promotion or a transfer in some other area, than to 
think of the needs for our people. We hear so many times the Bureau is only here 
to lomk after the land problems of the Indians. This is a wrong statement at 
I know they have their hands in every activities of the Indiaf!_people, whether 
it .be meney, welfare, family trouble, etc., they are alw~ys thei r to interpret 
regulations, whether there be one or not. So it is my opinion that stern action 
by the bureau is required now days to put our Indian people as well as the members 
of the council on the right path. Unless this is accomplish I see no bright 
future for our people. r; We have more employees now than we ever had, and what do 
the Indian people on the reservation have? Nothing. We have more chiefs than 
Indians in the bureau. Rather-irl'g'e°tting myself all worked up I had better stopped. 

I know Mr. Bennett.you will be an asset to ~he Indian Bureau as well as the 
Indian people, as you know the weak and strong points of the Indians, you know 
reservation life, you know the thinking of an Indian, with all these knows you 
have advantage over other commissioners. You have my full support in anything 
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you might promote for out people. I know the Standing Rock Indians will support 
you in every way. 

I just had to write you as a friend and let you know my feeling on these wrong 
doings. 

Respectfully yours '., c/ 
~ ,vg~/~ 1/ 
~ 

. . J <;UT1e s McL~an 

•'1. .. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Kasigluk, Alaska 

March 16, 1966 

Dear Bob and Family 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

I s ee by the papers that you finally made the big time o 

Congratulations--- We finally got settled here and are r eal 

happy with this station. It is such a riHief to that rat 

race in Juneau o 

I have been trying to run down that Gibson guitar that 

your boy was using o Mrs,. Bennett told me that she would 

leaveit with Guy Roussou but to date I have not been able 

to find out from him if he had ito I wrote him to get it 

sent on up but to date no hea.r o That isthe one that I use 

to tea.ch music in the class room with ., 

I would appre ciate it very much if you get the time 

to let me know whe re it ise I could s ure us e it her e. 

It is my favorite instrument . Good luck in your job . Dickie 

andI are pulling for you allo 

~el; yours, 

; John Co Cates , Principal reacher 
/ 

Kasigluk, Alaska 



SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Mr. Robert Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington 25, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Bennett: 

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13210 

16 March 1966 

Yesterday, an article in the Syracuse Herald Journal reported your 
promotion. May I give you my heartfelt congratulations. They are as 
sincere as they could possibly be because I am an adopted member of the 
Wolf clan of the Oneida Nation and you are a Wolf. 

As an historian, moreover, I am sticking my nose in their affairs -­
doing work for a book on Oneida activities since the American Revolution. 
May I at the same time share a smile with you? No sooner had I read the 
article than my adopted brother-in-law, Chief Jacob Thompson of the 
Oneida Nation, telephoned me. He was laughing at the newspaper report 
that seemed to indicate that you had an imcomplete knowledge of Oneida 
history and that Bob "would jump all over Bennett", as he said to his 
wife. 

No, I won't "jump all over you" for your historical knowledge. Jour­
nalists are rarely knowledgeable or accurate in the.ir reporting. Rather, 
because the article indicates that you never visited your ancestral New 
York Reservation, my wife and I would like to invite you to be our guest 
at our home, close to the Oneida Reservation where most of the New York 
Oneidas live, and about 30 miles from what is left of the original Oneida 
Reservation. I believe you come through the Dexteter family and a rela­
tive of yours is still on the Reservation. Be assured that our impulsive­
ness does not arise entirely from sentiment. Should you come a'visiting, 
I will pump you for all the information you,1have. Yet, in the process, 
I hope to be a gentlemen and that both of us could learn something more 
about the Oneidas. At least know that I could use your help. 

You choose the time; bring your wife; bring your kids. 

Professor 

W. B. Walsh, Chrm., 0. T. Barck, N. M. Blake, W. P. Hotchkiss, R. J. Shafer, H. H Pierce, R. J. Rayback, C. V. Confer, 
A. R. Schoyen, ~- A. Hoar, R. H. McKey, W. Ullman, K. W. Olson, A. A. Offner, J.M. Powell, B. Martin, W. Cone, 
Mrs. Arlene Waite, Sec. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

ALASKA AR.EA OFFICE-URA 

March 18, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

POST OFFICE BOX 1595 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Bob: 

My sincere congratulations on the enclosed announcement. Your 
appointment will prove to be of invaluable aid to resolving the 
native problems in Alaska. 

All of us will miss your musical talents and story telling abil­
ity. In looking at the front page of the Anchorage Daily News, 
I believe the Bureau of Indian Affairs has found its "H-Bomb." 
Please return soon. 

UR:JSHong:swh 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 
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PHONE MAin ◄-8022 • 1306 SECOND AVENUE 

March 18, 1966 
• SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98101 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25, D. C 

Dear Bob: 

This afternoon over the air I heard that the 
President has appointed you Commission er of In­
dian Affairs . 

I want to be among the first ones to congrat­
ulate you and to wish you well. It gives me quite 
a sense of pride to fee 1 that my judgment of where 
you were going and what would happen to you has 
been justified, and you deserve this fine appoint­
ment. 

It was a privilege and a pleasure to have work ­
ed with you when you were in Juneau as Area Direc­
tor, and I wish you and your wife my h e artiest con­
gratulations and very best wishes. 

LEM: scp 

Sincerely, 

l J+a.~ ~ - Murphy 
Manager 



I 
March lR, 19F6 

Dear Bob: 

Congratulations on your nominatjon. I am sure that the hearings will be as 
succesPful and the work can commerce . 
The enclosed cliuuing appeared in the Anchora~e Daily News and I thought ynu'd 
ljke to have it for a memento . 

I didn't have an onnortunitY to taJk to you azajn befo r e I left for Ala8ka ( that 
was YOur Tos Ang-elffi weekend "'dth 1-IcCutch, Stevens, et al . ) but I have had an 
onnortunitY to meet and become fast friend8 with Stanley. He is one of the f jnest 
neon1e I have ever had the nleasure of knowin~. I have nothinf but the hig-hest 
resnect for hjm and hjs relationships with the Tyonek ' s are, in my humble oninion, 
one of the finest I know of between an Inaian ~roun and their attorney. 

Althn11~h this may be a hi+ irregular to write directly, I know you wjll look sideways 
this ti'"fle ■ 

Anchora~e is a fjne citY- 1 have Met and renewed acauajntances with a number o f old 
frjends I have found here- It certainly is a small world. With all the moves Lois 
and I have been involved thePe nast 10 years, it seems that no l"latter what circle 
we are jnvolved i n we have a mutual friend so~eplace in the Lower 48. It is nice 
that way. 

The assignment here is challengin~ to say the least. I a~ fortunate to have this 
onnortunitv to 11 g-et MV feet wet" in the ad,.,inistration side of the Bureau . The staff 
here are all fine neonle ■ Sometimes they don ' t all pull together, but that we hope 
will disannear . By and lar~e thou~h they do turn out a lot of work under difficult 
circumstances. 

Lois and the kids are now enroute at last. It was a strug~le to selJ the house and 
she is a brave ~rl to drive cross country wjth them . I had a note from her yester ­
day and she is only goin~ as far as Seattle and then onto here by air. Can't blame 
her for that . I found a house out in Chester ValJey. Four bedrooms and the backyard 
~huts on the school nlay~round . It was a bjg load off my mind and we are now getting 
readv to se+tle down to livinG a~ain ■ 

As soon as thev all ~et here and ar~ settled, I will be hitting the Mukluk trail to 
the villa~es to see fjrst hRnd what the probleros are and hopefully, we can co~e up 
with SOMe sol11.ti on:=:. 

We gre enioyinf vond relations with the papers here, as we]] as the other a~encies . 
Bnh Arnold and BiJl Bnp~ins ~nd I have a ~ood thjn~ ~oing as far as putting out fires 
js conce~ned and it ~s wor~in~ well to date . There doesn ' t apuear to be any reason 
why it won ' t continue t~at way. 

Your manv frjends in Anchora~e, and you have a strone le~ion, send +heir best wjshes 
and hones for a succesFful tenure as Co~missioner. To which I sincerelv add my own 
alon~ with mY deen thanks for this fine onnortunity . Kindest revards to Cleoda and 
the ot11ers . 

With every good wish, 



. 
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 

RAY W. SWEAZEY 

DIRECTOR 

AMERIC A N INDI A N RELA TIONSHIPS NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. 
DI V ISION OF REL A TIONSHIPS PHONE: CH A RTER 9-6 □□□ 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 

BOX 2481 

JUNEAU. ALASKA. 99801 

March 21, 1966 

Mr. Robert Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Congratulations on your appointment to the post of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. I have heard for sometime that your appoint­
ment was in the mill and it is a real pleasure to learn that is is 
now official. 

I hope your duties as Commissioner will frequently bring you 
back to Alaska, 

Sincerely, 

Harry L. Rietze 
Regional Director 



WILLIAM A. EGAN 
GOVERNOR 

i1:(0 

/ IJO _; / 

STATE OF ALASKA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

JUNEAU 

March 21, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
February 14, with enclosure, giving your reason for 
deciding to finance cannery operations at Klawock 
rather than Hydaburg this year. 

I was very happy to hear of your promotion 
to Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and 
I extend to you my heartiest congratulations. With 
your qualifications for the position, Bob, I feel the 
Bureau has made an excellent choice. 

I 

Kindest personal regards to you, your wife 
and family. 

Sincerely, 

Will~ Egan 
Governor 
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LEAil-.i:RSHT.'? 

HAROLD R. MOSKOVIT 
STATE PRESIDENT 

June T. Shaw 
1st Vice-President 

William D. Ribyat, Jr. 
2nd Vice-President 

Elizabeth Duiz 
3rd Vice-President 

Samuel C. Cellino 
4th Vice-President 

Michael Gurda 
5th Vice-President 

William R. Madden 
6th Vice-President 

Anthony Smith 
7th Vice-President 

Jean Auerbach 
8th Vice-President 

Charles E. McGee 
9th Vice-President 

William T. Garvin 
10th Vice-President 

L!lllan Mccusker 
11th Vice-President 

Samuel Lent 
Financial Secretary 

Alfred L. Verde 
Asst. Fin. Sec'y 

Helen C. Kelly 
Recording Secretary 

Nancy Bova 
Asst. Rec. Sec'y 

L!llian Recht 
Corr. Secretary 

Grace M. Reape 
Asst. Corr. Sec'y 

Emanuel A. Goodman 
Treasurer 

Joseph Shuter 
Asst. Treasurer 

Thomas J. Lynch 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

Michael Papczun 
Asst. Sergeant-at-Arms 

Richard H. Weis 
Legislative Rep. 

George V. Palmer 
Asst. Legislative Rep. 

Publicity 

Winston M. Clarke 
Willette 0 . Brow n 
Robert T. Alla r 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, JR. 
HENRY MORGENTHAU, Jr. 
JOHN J. BURNS 
MARIO J. CARIELLO 
EDMUND M. HANRAHAN 
CHARLES H. SILVER 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 
CHARLES A. BUCKLEY 
HENRY E. GILLETTE 
AMINDA WILKINS 

* 

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

"DEMOCRACY THROUGH YOUTH" 

Affiliutrh I nuug mrmnrrut.a. lJur. * OF NEW YORK STATE 

HOTEL PICCADILLY 

227 WEST 45th STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

March 21, 1966 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
DepRrtment of Interior 
Washington , D.C. 20240 

Dear Bob : 

Heartiest congratulations upon your 
appointment s.s Commissioner of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. 

I do want to wish you the very best in 
this office with best wishes in all your 
future endeavors . 

JAMES A. FARLEY 
EDNA F. KELLY 
MARIO A. PROCACCINO 
AARON E. KOOTA 
H. LEE DENNISON 
LEON H. KEYSERLING 
STEPHEN E. SMITH 
PA UL R. SCREV ANE 
OTIS G. PIKE 
MOSES M. WEINSTEIN 

Kindest regards . 

Sine erely, 

1/4 r 
I 

{ 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

ABRAHAM D. BEAME 
W. AVERELL HARRIMAN 
JAMES V. MANGANO 
ELINOR S. GIMBEL 
EUGENE H. NICKERSON 
RICHARD H. BALCH 
HOWARD J. SAMUELS 
RAYMOND R. CORBETT 
ALBERT V. MANISCALCO 
CONSTANCE BAKER MOTLEY 

ROBERT F. WAGNER 
ARTHUR LEVITT 
EVERETT CASE 
EMANUEL GELLER 
FORTUNE POPE 
FRANK S. HOGAN 
SAMUEL S. STRATTON 
MAE GUREVICH 
WILLIAM A. SHEA 
CHARLES POLETTI 

BETTER GOVERNMENT 

(212) 265-4450 

(212) 246-6600 

EDWIN L. WEISL 
ORIN LEHMAN 
ROBERT C. WEA VER 
ABE STARK 
THOMAS W. HIGGINS 
FRANK D. O'CONNOR 
ROBERT W. DOWLING 
STANLEY STEINGUT 
CYRUS R. VANCE 
JOHN L. WEHLE 



ASSISTANT COMMANDANT 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

Honorable Robert L . Bennett 
Acting Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D . C . 20240 

Dear Mr . Bennett : 

21 March 1966 

I noted with great interest a recent news item 
stating that you had been nominated by the President 
to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

Please accept my sincere congratulations on 
your nomination . Your recognition has been well 
earned. 

Sincerely, 

tu.J(// ✓~·· ~1 I 
W . D .. ~~ 

Vice Admiral, U . S . Coast Guard 



Hon.Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
\fa.shington D. c. 

My dear Mr . Bennett, 

5303 Nic~olas Street 
Omaha Nebraska 
March 21 1966 

I 

' ' 

1· (lL~ 
It ·was indeed very gratifving to me to l earn that you had 
been appointed to the head the Bureau -• of Indian Affairs . I 
am sure tha t it is just ..., s nleasing ·1.~ o all Indians and to . 
all of us who are of lrv1ian descent. We realize what a tre- : 
mendous job it is and also how ~uch needs to be done for 

. 
("\l y) ' 

;2. ;M 
I,\'. (i our Indian brother . 

-i..11 
0 {! For seve:ral yea;, s, I have been talking about ~n Indian 

,n,f~
1
. Brotherhood Or -c-anization, made up of those of us 11b o h"'.ve 

f . ..,., recei ued the ednca tion a·1d soqe of the culture of the 20th 
century 1-ri th the pr:~me purnose of hel 1'ing the Indian 1.-L en 
he cones to a city to enter modern life . There are □any Ind­
ians in. a ll v~e l arger cities and I believe that ue could 
beco~e a major force in bring~ng the Indian into the streqm 
of civilization . Just recently, I was tal1':ing ,.Ji th Father 
Carl R'3inert,Creighton UnivP.rsity.,,,_ a'l.d he said tr.at out of 
every ten people 1.'7110 came to the University beg~ing~seven 
of them 1.vonld be Indians . That is not what I ,,rant to hP.ar 
about my people a'l.d I am sure that y~u think t he same as I . 

Unlike you , I never lived on a reser-·"'.tion but I was born 
and r?ared in the Cherokee Nation with only Inr!.ians for 
neighbors and I never heard of an Indian begging- bo:-'.'rm•r-

. 

ing -Yes- but he abrays repaid ,.,rhat he borro,·.red, therefore 
I feel th2"t i_ve have left many things undone to r c➔duce a 
proud people to t~is condition . As a nember of the Daughters 
of American Revolution, I am. 1-nterested j_n the prozram 
that they offer but to YYJe it is only a token gift but I 
r'"'ali'7.e th2t be"ing of Indian b10od,I expect nuch r,1o re of 
all Americans :i.'" t' .;_s too long neg l ected problem . 

Agai.n, I must say th::,t I aYYJ nleased to l:no •T that at lr:ing 
last '•Te have one of our m,rn peon le heading our Affairs. 
I would be "nterns 1~ed in '·:'1.owing of 1-rhat vou t hj_nK of 111w 

Ind ian Brotherhood Oraanization . 

r:r s. J. L. Dris'ke 11 
5303 Nicholas St 
Omaha , Hebraska 

Yours s incerely 

..,_ 
:;-"--.. ~--... ~--....-

f) 
L:., 

Si: 



The Ralph M. Parsons Company 

Engineers · Constructors 

617 W E ST S E V E NT H ST R EET , L O S ANG ELE S 17, C A L IFORNI A 

March 21, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

PLEASE REPLY TO 

26BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 

I was quite pleased this weekend when I heard an announcement on 
the radio that you had been appointed Commissioner of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. Both Sam Umbenhauer and I would like to extend 
our warmest congratulations and best wishes for continued success 

,Ii in your efforts to improve conditions for the American Indians. 
A~·l 

I Sam and I are planning to visit Washington this Spring and would 
like to call upon you at that time to discuss the current status 
of the Tyonek Indian Village Power System. We will look forward 
to seeing you then. 

Kindest regards, 

THE RALPH M. PARSONS COMPANY 

DJS:sam 

--

'----
Donald J. 
,Assistant 

~L 
S gstaken 

ager, Power Operations 



THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTO N 

March 21, 1966 

Dear Mr. Bennett : 

Congratulations on your nomination as Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. We welcome you to this very important 
assignment. 

The betterment of the social and economic conditions of 
our Indians should be a matter of primary concern. As 
Senator from Minnesota, I spent a great deal of time -
trying to improve conditions of our Indians in Minnesota. 
I know that you have been doing the same throughout the 
country and especially in your native area of Wisconsin. 

If there is ever anything I may do to be of assistance, 
please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Deputy Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 



42 7 Seventy- sixth Stree1 
North Bergen , New Jerse3 
March 21 , 1966 

Mr . La Falleti Dennett : 

Please accept my sincere best wishes 
upon your app~intment by the PresiJent to 
be Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs . 

Your record of prior service service 
as Jeputy Commissioner merits this appointment 

'\ 

Best wishes . ~ 

aers A . Foy 



'Qfqe ]{iggg Nntinnnl 1innk 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 20013 

L. A. JENNINGS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

March 22, 1966 

Please accept our sincere congratulations 
on your appointment by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

We are fortunate indeed that your outstand­
ing abilities will be exercised in the best interest 
of all of us. 

If we may be of assistance to you at any 
time, we would welcome the opportunity. 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 



DIRECTORS: 

EMI ie Foussard, President 

Herman Garceau St. John Public School 
Harley Jolliffe St. John School District No. 3 

ST. JOHN, NORTH DAKOTA 

3-22-66 

MrQ Robert L. Bennett 
Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I didn't get to visit with you while I was in 
Washington, D. C. last week, but I realize th~t you 
are awfully busy with committee hearings. 

I must congratulate your being appointed to 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs; I have heard 
many fine things about your work and I'm happy 
that the President has appointed you to the 
challenging post. 

I am competing .t;or a Nil\i'lH fellowship at 
u. of New Mexico so I am busy filing credentials 
to Dr. John T. Zepper. 

Until we meet ~gain, I rem«in , 

Leonard 

LB/ba 

"Buy North Dakota Products" 

Leonard Bearking 
Superintendent 

Arda J. Roy, Clerk 

Mrs. Jean B. Stewart 
Treasurer 



OFFICE OF 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

~orlqcru ~tatc QJ:ofugr 

J\htrhtim, ~outq ~alwbt 
57401 

March 22 , 1966 
AREA CODE 605 

TELEPHONE 225-1110 

We have been hearing rumors and Sunday the enclosed newspaper story was released . 
May I hasten to congratulate you on this very worthy appointment. I am sure you 
will clear the various hurtles. You are well deserving of this new job and I 
for one , would wish you all kinds of success . 

__....,....---Possibly when you make your first trip to Aberdeen as Commissioner you could 
/ arrange things to let us know in advance so that you could be honored guest at 

our Wednesday Lions meeting. We would be most happy for you to tell us some of 
the problems and goings on that you are working with . 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~r 
Business Manager 

HAF/bm 



R!7d f 1J~ 
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TELEGRAM 

NIGHT LETTER MARCH 22, 1966 

TO: U. So SENATOR HENRY M. JACKSON 
CHAIRMAN, INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DEAR SENATOR JACKSON: KNOWLEDGEABLE ALASKANS FEEL THE PROGRAM 

OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WILL ADVANCE THE NATIVE PEOPLES 

A FULL DECADE FURTHER INTO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY UNDER ROBERT 

L. BENNETT'S DIRECTION. BOB BENNETT IS THE BEST ADMINISTRATOR 

OUR REGION EVER HAD. HE IS A GREAT AMERICAN. I WHOLEHEARTEDLY 

ENDORSE HIS CANDIDACY FOR TOP POSITION IN THE BUREAU OF INDIAN 

AFFAIRS. SINCERELY. 

CC:~ert L. Bennett 

Stephen Smith 

DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
JALMAR M. KER\ TULA 

\ ~ 

COPY 



/ j 

W,l I) l.i \ 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY ERNEST L.. WILKINSON. PRHIDIENT 

PROVO,UTAH 

INDIAN EDUCATION 

House of Jacob 

' I 
Mr. Robert L Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department '>of the Interior 
Washington, DC. 20240 

Dear Mr . Bennett:· 

March 23, 1966 

/ 

/ 

First let us congratulate ywon your new appointment as Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, we think this is a wonderful development t o have one of 
our own people become the Commissioner. We wish you every success in 
your endeavors. 

The next item we would like to mention is that the Indian students of 
Brigham Young University will be having an American Indian Week, April 
18th through April 23, 1966. It is designed to promote our great cul- · 
tural .heritage, through exhibits, displays, seminars and a pageant . 

. 1· , 

We sincerely extend an invitation to you to visit our campus and to be 
a part of our American Indian Week. The Indian students on this campus 

\ would consider it a great honor, ,to have such a distinguished person, who · 
·represents 'the Oneida Nation as' well as the honorable accomplishments 
which you have attained. · 

I 

This letter is to inquire whether or not you would be able to come on 
April 22nd and 23rd to speak tq the Indian 'students as well as other 
interested groups. If you can .possibly accept this invitation, we would 
be pleased to hea~ from you. ji 

I I 

We are hoping to have a very successful Indian Week and feel that your 
presence would greatly add to the success. 

I 

I , 

, I 

I ,, 
I' 

;,· 

I 

Sincerely yours, 

Indian Students' Advisory Council 

Sherman Martin (Shoshone) 
Howard ' Rainer (Taos) 
George Lee (Navajo) 
Betty Henderson (Navaj o-Apache) 
Larry Dennison (Navajo) 
Tony Summers (Oneida) 

! ·/P7 ~#/Urth ..:J----· 
I . . . ,I , 

f i , ' 1· ' ,, ,..., . - - 1 I , -
\ ' 

I 



Mr. Robert Bennett 
Office of the Commissioner 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Window .hock, Arizona 
March 23, 1966 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! Its nice to know that an old friend has, so t:o speak, 
"Come into his own". 

I believe that all people of Indian decent, Navajo and others are very pleased. 
While I know your task will be difficult, I also know that you will approach 
all problems with an open mind. 

We have often regretted that we were unable to take advantage of a transfer to 
Alaska when you last wrote to us. We were just not in a position to at that 
time to consider a move. 

You know doubt will be visiting the Navajo Reservation sometime soon. We 
shall look forward to seeing you then. I am still working for Mr.Kilgore yet 
but I wonder sometime s if I will be kept on or not. 

Please forgive me for being informal again but do write if you can find the time. 
I know you are busy but I have always enjoyed hearing from you. 

Sincere personal regards, 

Marian (Bennett) McLemore 
Box 32, Window Rock, Arizona 



.. 
WESTERN . lJNIDN 

""' LlCO~B 136 lD 112 . 
L AYAO~O NL PO ALBUQUERQ.1£ N1£X 2, 
BOB l DENNETT 

~ 
7 ,6 t,1;\q 24 /JI. 8 43 

I 

I ~ 
OFFICE OF BUREAU OF INJIAN ,AFFAIRS VASf{)C : ~ 

THE ALL lN>IAN PUEBLO COUNCIL OF r£.W 1£XICO HAS AUTHOR I 2EJl : r-., ·Fe: ..c_ • :.:-, I 
1£ A.S lTS CHAlJUIAN TO CONTACT YOU V ITH REGARD TO TH£ SENII. TE , :- : ~1::: 

' .... J; 

CONF'lRl'fATION OF HR .ROBERT L 8Ef«£TT AS COMMISSIONER Of 001AN; C:Cl• j ... !ti 
AFFAIRS. 1T IS OUR oPlNlON THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S SELEGTlO~ . ~; I ·t,:::1 
Cf" HR sEN.cTT AN ONEIDA IKHAN rRott w1scONS1N 1s A 111sE Atv : - ;: r :,t~ I 
..lOIClOU$ CHOICE OF A HAN WHO HAS OEMONSTRATEO EXCEPT lONAL f ---: i :::-i.; 1 

ABILITY IN I,OlAN AFFAIRS AOHlNISTRATlON VE SINCERELY SOLIC:tT :.,-: ~ · 
YOUR ACTlVE SuPPORT OF MR B£NN£1TS OONfIRHATlOH BY THE ll\!lTID 
STATES SENATE AS OOMNISSIONER Of UOJAN Af"FA!RS SlNCERf.t.Y YOORS 

CHAIRMAN Of' TttE AtL IN:l.IAN COUNCIL OOMlNlO MOf,.'TOYA. 
t ~ ftJJ: .)/ ,!.M 

1270 ( 1-51) 

' l!i si 5:::i 
l l 



E . S. JOHNNY WALKER 
AT LARCiE, NEW MEXICO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

C!Congrt~~ of tbt Wniteb ~tate~ ,. 
J}ou.se of la.epre.sentatibe.s 

mta:~ington, I).~. 20515 

March 24, 1966 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Acting Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. 'i=tieff · ~ ~ • ..._ : 

I am happy to learn that the President has nominated you for 
the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

I am familiar with the fine job that you have performed wi th 
the Bureau. Let me take this opportunity to congratulate 
you on this outstanding nomination and to assure you of my 
su;pport . 

Sincerely, 

ESJW/drt 

CT l 

.....,,., 



THE CoNFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES 
OF THE FLATHEAD REsBRVATION 

DIXON, MONTANA 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett, 

t;tarch 24, 1966 

It is with pleasure that we learn of your appointment as Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs. 

Your background of many years at all levels of the Bureau and your 

racial heritage undoubtedly make you the best qualified Commissioner the 

Bureau has had in many years. 

We are looking forward to cooperating with the Bureau in the programs 

you, undoubtedly, will be instituting for the betterment of the Indian 

people. 

We wish you every success in your new position and we want you to 

know that the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes through its 

Business Council pledges its support to your administration. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~,_ 
Lyman Trahan, Chairman 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissi&ner of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25, D. C • 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

225 Mark Drive 
Kingman, Arizona 
March 24, 1966 

First of all Congratulations on your new appointment l All American 
Indians are very, very proud of ya\l attaining such success. You may . l (J.. recall bath my wife and I were empl0yed at the Aberdeen Area Office / (l (..) during your tour there. 

' J I am transmitting herewith my Application for Federal .Employment and 
, , GJ_J,./l,l'f'.. I am also transmitting same for my wife for reinstatement with the 

t:f•,, "' ~ I Bureau •f Indian Affairs. It is respectfully requested that our 
M . applications be referred to the Navajo Area Office, Window Rock, 

your Albuquerque or Sacramento Area Offices, depending on which of 
cf\,., the three may have appropriate vacancies for which we could qualify • 

..\-<J ~ ~ It is _my understanding the new Navajo Area Office is presently re-
. . ~ eruiting for employees and we would be rne>st willing to consider 

~~ placement at that location. · 

Your consideration of my request will sincerely be appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

.lf J4L-Z_ 
Roy T. Flood 

Enclt»sures 

-



Hon. Robert L. Bennet 
Commissimner Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Bennet, 

2 Lawrence St reet 
East Rockaway, L.I. 
March 24,1966 

•ao, 
l tr·o 

;::,. ~ -Conhradulations upon your recent appointment. Those of us 
who are deeply conce~ned with the future of our Indian people 
are happy to know that you, one of their own, are now going 

-'J .,.. 

to take up the task of trying to unravel the tangled and often 
unhappy problems which face our only true Americans. It, will take 
t he wisdem of a Solomon and the persuasive and d~n1omatic power 
of s~me of the greatest leaders in our time to even begin to 
mqke a dent into the mess we have made of our dealing.a with our 
~ndians, but know that you, as an Indian will at least have 
your heart in the work, which in the long run is the most 
important. 

Moat of my many Indian friends live in South Dakota, many 
on or near the Crow Creek reservation. Therefore I have come to 
know Congressman E .. Y. Berry quite well and feel that he too has 
a real concern for our Indians. 

I have heard the remark that of all of our Indians,that 
the Sioux were economically at the bottom II of the Indian totem 
pole, 11 and that the C~ew Greek were at the bottom of the 
b("lttom figure.Maybe that is why I _hi!~L~ pe~n,_.,tryJ.J1g, t.p ,1lijJ..p 

them _f .Rr:: .. J~§JlY Y,. §.fS, visitir_g , th~.m .. QD t .h~ .Z.:~J?.~rya~,ic>l(lf3 and 
plugging for good legislation for them as well as sending warm 
clothing.Having done this work for so long, the people here on 
Long Island have also become co nncerned about their welfare, so 
if there is anything you might want to have some of the easterners 
informed about, I can possibly get the news items into the papers 
and also mention new developements wwgen I speak before clubs 
and church group.Arousing public opinion and then getting them to 
write to their own con gressmen might help your future programs. 
Of course this would be in a small way, but a pebble in a pond 
c ui:Jusea notice by the ripples spreading out to distant shores ••• 
or so I hope. 

Best of everything in your new position, 

c:::., 

-
t.'"'l 
U'I 

::;r: -c:,,,, 

c_,.-z_ ; i J cere~ /J 
4 

//~~-✓ ~~ 
Mrs. S.K. Roemer 

~ 

C . 
-

:' 
...J 

-; 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

BILLINGS AREA OFFICE 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Area Director 

,eo,::-~o~~~T~"S"1"R'l::i::'"I 316 North 26th St. 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

BILLINGS, MONTANA 

59101 

March 25, 1966 

Acting Colllllissioner of Indian Affairs 

Dear Bob: 

When I talked to you last Friday it was still on the basis of 
congratulations not yet being fully in order. I am now delighted 
to find that the official nomination has been submitted by the 
President and that you will be our new Colllllissioner. 

I am sure you know this is a source of great satisfaction and 
pride to us in the Bureau. We all have the feeling that great 
days lie ahead in the Bureau under your leadership and I am 
looking forward to a progressive and productive period. I am 
glad we had the opportunity to visit with you in Billings and 
I am sure I speak for the entire Area in extending my warmest 
congratulationS i tO you. 

I look forward to seeing you in Santa Fe next month. ?le~ yours, 

/ ~~ 
/

James F. Canan 
rea Director 



BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

March 25, 1966 

Commissioner Robert Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Upon the occasion of having lunch with you in Washington during 
my last visit with Tribal delegates from the Agua Caliente Band, I 
concluded that making you a Deputy Commissioner would be beneficial 
for all Indians. Hence, I now emphatically offer my congratulations to 
you upon your new role as Commissioner of Indian Affairs through which 
the benefits to the Indians can be even greater. 

Please allow me to wish you the very best of good fortune and 
many years of outstanding service. 

.. . 
~~ .. 
1•~~ , -, 

RCS:ts 

\ 

,:--.:, 

'-~ 

' . 
• J..:) 

! ::..~ 

-· • c;r"";,; 
er~ 

.. 
<.- •, , _ 



The Hon. Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob: 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
815 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 TN 7·8400 

March 25, 1966 

We extend to you our heartiest congratulations upon 
your appointment as U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
You have served in the Indian Service with deep concern, 
commitment, effectiveness and distinction. You are prepared 
in an a.Ill&ing way for this new and demanding -task. 

We know also that you are well aware of how difficult 
an assignment this is, and that no mortal can be fully prepared 
for what is ahead. Be assured we stand ready to be of whatever 
help and support we can at any time and circumstance. Our 
pr ayers are with you. 

This letter is sent on behalf of the Presiding Bishop and 
all of us in the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church. I 
add my own personal good wishes for a good life for you and your 
family in Washington and I look forward to our continued 
association in behalf of .American Indian welfare. 

CIS:dwb 

My esteem and personal regards, 

~ 
(The Rev. Dr.) Clifford L. Samuelson 
Executive Officer for Special Field 

Ministries 

cc: Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior 
Jhhn A. Canrer, Assistant Secretary of t he Interior 
The Right Reverend John Hines, Presiding Bishop 

of the Episcopal Church 



WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 440 FIFTH AVE.- ANCHORAGE 99501 

March 25, 1966 

It gave me a thrill to read where you have been nominated for 
the Commissioner's appointment in Washington, D. C. I am sure that 
the Congress, in their wisdom, will act fast and favorably in this 
because of your splendid record. 

Since I have been appointed Director of Air Commerce under the 
Public Service Commission and moved to Anchorage, I have missed the 
personal contact with the Coastal passengers that I enjoyed in my 
flying duties. I am sure that Cleota is as thrilled and happy as 
Maxine and me. Please extend to her my very warmest regards. And 
Bob, to you I want to send my most heartfelt congratulations on this 
nomination. I will look forward to seeing you both in Washington on 
my next trip and then, perhaps I will be able to take advantage of the 
raincheck you extended me for our last dinner engagement. 

Kindest personal regards. 

QLD/gs 

Ve[)ruly yours, 

~ -
Quentin L. DeBoer 
Director of Air Commerce 
Alaska Public Service Commission 

NoRTH To THE FUTURE IN 1967! 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEAL TH SERVICE 

7915 EASTERN AVENUE 

BUREAU OF MEDICAL SERVICES 
SILVER SPRING, MO. 20910 

REFER TO: 

March 25, 1966 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Thank you for your letter of March 9, 1966, congratulating me on 
my appointment to Chief, Division of Indian Heal.th. It is with 
pleasure that I can, in reply, extend congratulations to you on 
your appointment as Comm.issioner of Indian Affairs. I look forward 
to working together with you to serve the Indian and Alaska Native 
peo:ple. 

We have long recognized the need for sanitation facilities at 
Canoncito in New Mexico. Unfortunately the solution to the problem 
is not as obvious as the problem itsel.f. Our Albuqerque Area 
Office has very recently exchanged several. l.etters with the tribe 
on this subject and is working toward a solution to their water 
problem. 

With regard to medical. care in that area, our Albuquerque Office 
informs us that Canoncito is part of the J.arge Laguna Service Unit 
and, as you :mentioned, the physician maintains a clinip tliere every 
two weeks. In our plans for fiscal. year 1967, however, it is 
proposed that a second physician will be assigned to Laguna and the 
clinics will be increased to once a week. This should improve the 
medical. services for the Indian population in that vicinity. 

We appreciate your interest in the Indian health program and will 
be very happy to meet with you sometime in the near future to 
discuss our program. 

Sincerellf yours, 

u~<A'---·-
E. S. Rabeau, M. D. 
Assistant Surgeon General. 
Chief-, Division of Indian Heal.th 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Comm.issioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. c. 



ATALOA 





A NATIONAL ORGAN IZATIO N DEVOTED TO INDIAN INTERESTS • SPONSOR OF THE ANNUAL INDIAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

ORGANIZED 1923 

1263 W . PRATT BLVD. #909 
262-0620 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner ef Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

March 26, 1966 

We have been happy t0 read of your "ascendancy'' to the pGsition 
of Commissionership. 

This is not only an historic event; it is one that will reflect 
great credit upon the Indian peGple as well , and upon your own 
successful and contributing career. 

We wish you well and pledge y@u our coopera t i@n. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Willard LaMere 
President 



---A•!i'.--....... _ 
Heritage-Wilshire 

NATIONAL BANK 

Wilshire Office / 11911 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90025 / Telephones 477-1511_ • 272-4353 

/11Ci./left 26 , 1966 

1<obeu 1. lsenne:U 
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1965-30TH YEAR OF BROADCASTING-KINY 

Juneau Broadcasters, Inc. 
231 So. Franklin Street 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 
Phone 586-1800 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Department of the Interior, 
Wa shington, D. c. 

DearBob: 

Y1arch 2$ 1966 
Juneau, Alaska. 

Just a note of congratula tions of your new appointment. 
Evidently the Associated Press felt it was big enough news to 
have it make their national wire and, of course, the Al aska 
wire played it quite big. 

Yours truly ha s just exited from the hosptial after a 17 
day siege with pneumonia and assorted other ailments. There has 
been quite a flu epedemic which seemingly ha s hit just about 
everyone. The Rotary Variety show is on this weekend and rrry 
wife, who attended l ast evening, says its a good one. I 1m sort 
of avoiding crowds, so I'll probably miss it. 

You might tell JoAnn that I received a get well card from 
Jeff and Patrick, who seemingly are enjoying the Arizona sunshine 
no end. I was just a little startled the other day to catch a 
CBS Dimension feature in which Philleo Nash was being queried 
about Indian l and claims. I gathered it was recorded prior to 
his departure. 

Again, congratulations on your appointment, and everyone 

here was most pleased, and I hope that you and the fawi].y are 
well settled by now. My regards to your wife and to the cheer 
leader we al l miss so rrruch. 

Ve 

~ 

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES: 

JAMES C. FLETCHER JR. 
60 W. 46TH ST., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 

DAY-WELLINGTON, INC. 

VANCE BUILDING 
SEATTLE 1. WASHINGTON 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char~ 

accer is indicated by the 

proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P. MARSHALL 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM R. W. McFALL 

PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL =Day Letter 

NL =Night Letter 

LT _International 
-Letter Telegram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

LLB063 (59)CTA118 OB071 
0 SEB067 NL PD SEATTLE WASH 25 
ROBERT LBENNETT1 9.51 CONST AVE NW 

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHCC 
Ft.EASE ACCEPT MY PERSONAL CO~RATULATIONS ON YOUR RECENT APPOINTMENT. 
HAVI~ WORKED WITH YOU IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE TLINGIT AND HAIDA 

INDIANS I KNCM THAT WITH YOUR PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS YOUR 
APPOINTMENT WILL ASSURE FAIR AND EQUITABLE TREATMENT AND THE 
GREATEST BENEFit._a TO ALL INDIANS• MAY I WISH YOU CONTINUED 
SUCCESS IN YOUR N8J ENCE:AVOR 

THRADORE R DENNY 

TLII\GIT AND HAIDA. 

WUSF120l(R2-65) 

,..,., 
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JOHN I . TAENI 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

o/ the C'/lnited dtates o/ sflmerica 830 THIRD AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 

March 28, 1966 

C Street between 18th and 19th Streets, N.W. 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I am happy to send you my sincere congratulations upon your 
appointment by President Johnson to the position of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

The Girl Scout organization is proud of its long association with 
the Bureau. We are especially pleased that a memorandum of 
cooperation between our two organizations will soon be sent to 
all of your officers throughout the country as well as to all of 
our Girl Scout regions and councils. It is our hope that this 
reaffirmation of friendship will foster closer relationships 
in the future. 

I send you my best wishes for success in your new office. 

Sincerely yours, 

Louise A. Wood 
National Executive Director 

PLAZA 1-6900 

AREA CODE 212 

I FOU ND E D MA RC H 12, 191'2 

C HARTERED B Y CONGRESS MARC H 16 , 1950 



HO!',,ORAR\ l'RESIDEN·J 

\1rs. 1 yndon B. Johnson 

PAST H01','0RARY PRESIDENTS 

Mrs. Harry S. Truman 
\.1rs. Dwight D Ei,enhower 

Mrs. John F. Kennedy 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

:-.1rs. Arthur 0. Choate 
\1rs. Frcdl!rick I-1. BrL)Oke 

;\lirs. A Ian H. Mean!-i 
\tr~. C Vau).!han Ferguson 

\,frs. Roy F. Layton 
Mrs. Charle~ U Culmer 

f Ol :--.:I>f..R 

Juliette l.l1w 

Oi·f·JCFRS 

.\!rs lh>lton R. Price, Jr 
Pre.\"icl,•11t 

\lrs. Dl>uglas II. l\la,·'•kil 
Fir.H I 'ice President 

\lrs. 1-lakolm S. Edgar 
.\enmcl 1 ·fr•<• l'rnident 

.\frs. Howard F. Katzenberg 
Th:rd Vice P ... es:th•tlf 

\1r,. l.cunard S. Da\iJO\\ 
Fourth Vice President 

\li,s \1uricl E. Reynolds. Treasurer 
:\1f',_ Jacoh E. Eckel. Sccrewrr 

\lrs. \.1aurit:c \\'crthcim. Ant. Treas . 
Or Jeanne l '.':ohlc .. ·bH St•c. 

'.".AIIOSAI. LXECl 11\F. DIRFCIOR 

\f1,, Louise A \Vood 

{'( 1:-,.; l ROl.l f-R 

\Ir Frank H. Kanis 

HO-\Hll Of lllRlCIORS 

\frs. Bovd Arthur. Te1111 
Mrs. Grace iiolmes Barbey, ,1ri:. 
'\lrs. \\alter 5. Boardman, O.C. 

\!rs. \\ illiam H. llmcy, Jr.. \/inn 
.\ir,. \\ riglll Bryan, S.C . 

.\!rs. Edward T. Butler. Ohio 
\1f' . \\.ibon T . Cann. Te.HIS 
\lrs. Russell II. Carson. Fla. 

\frs. i\lari;ucrllc Stitt Church, Iii. 
•\!rs. Hunter .\I. Clay. Ga. 

$: .\tr,. Lconar<l S. l);n·idow, Ill. 
\trs . \\'atson P. Davidson. Jr., .\fin11 

\lrs. Jamc, A. Davis. \finn. 
Mrs. Elliott Dt.:Forcst. If.lash. 
\frs. Charles Eaton, .\fuss. 
*.\!rs. Jacoh E. Eckel . .V . 1·. 
\lrs. \l,licolm S. b.lgar, .\'.J. 

*.\!rs. \krritt C. f'arrell. Ohio 
Dr. Dorothv B. Fcrehec. D.C. 
~1rs. Rohcft Fleischer, .\fidz. 
•;\trs. J. D. Giddings. Tt'xas 

\1rs. Anhur T (Jrcgorian. \lass. 
Mr. Charles T. Hall, Ohio 

\lrs. Stcrhcn C. Hartel. l.a. 
\lrs Rohcn \1. Hcdcrman, Jr., ,\/i.H. 

Ji. \lrs. John D . Hesselbein, Pa . 
.\!rs . Frederic· S . Hirschler. ( a/if. 
'vlrs. Winston S. Howard. Colo. 

~1rs . John .\f. Huling, N.Y. 
:\lrs . Wilbert C. Karr, Colo. 

• ~1 rs ! !uv1- .:trd r K;.1.lLt.:nbcrg, ,\/. Y 
* \1rs. Jamr..·s A. KcnncJv. \lich . 

\lrs. Samuel D. Knll.x. VJ. 
\lrs. Donald U. Kudlich, Calif . 

. \lrs. Fl,vyd W. Lee. N .. 1/ 
\!rs. Robert I··. Light, Ohio 

*\lrs. II. Edmund Lunkcn. Ohio 
\1r,. Douglas If . l\-1acNcil, N .J . 

\fr . E. Bates .\kKcc . . \Id . 
.\lrs . Stanley ;-.Jilledgc. Fla. 

Mrs. Gerald D. Newhouse, Ore 
• Dr. Jeanne L. Noble, N. Y. 

:\1iss C1rnl Ph1llirs, .I\. I" 
~frs. Sargent Powell. ;vash. 

* \!rs . Holton R. P,ice, Jr, .\In . 
*'vliss ~!uric! E. Reynolds, N.J. 
•.\!rs. Charles H . RidJer. N. r 

\1rs. James E. Ril,!hy, T<•1111. 
Dr. Euni1.:c C. Roberts, Ind. 

\lrs. Ronald V Robertson, Wash. 
• ,\frs. John B. Ru!-iscll. Co1111. 

• ~!rs . \I. Boydston Sallcrficld. Ga. 
*\!rs. A Q . Scl1i111111cl, Ne/J. 

•,\1rs. Leslie H. St.:hramm, Pa. 
• Mrs Herbert C. Schuckle. I/ti. 

\!rs. Jol111 W. Scott, Calif. 
*1\lrs. George N. Shuster, Ind . 

. \lrs. \-turray Spitler. Conn. 
\lrs. Howard A . Snraµuc, Ohio 

\!rs. Walter J Thalheimer, Arie. 
l\.-1rs. Gcorl,!c \1. Trcfts, N . Y. 

• Mrs. Edward L. Warner. Jr .. Ohio 
Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel, N.Y . 
Mrs. Maynard Wedum . . l/i1111. 

•.\trs . E. Snhicr \Vclch. Jr, .\/ms . 
*\1r~. :\.1:wrt~e \\'enhcim, N.Y. 
\lrs. Jt)l1n R. \Villiamson. Pa. 
\1r,. \faclc.:111 \Villiamson. Vt 

* .\trs. \\'illiam T. \Vi Ison. Jr, .V C. 
\frs S, P Yates. :V .. \/. 

*.Vatio11al L\·ccutin• ( Jllllllilfce 



/5(} ~,1/~~fbed 

~<?}/~/i, GIY.1?!! 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

March 29, 1966 

Please accept my sincere congratulations 
on your appointment to your present position. You have a 
tremendous responsibility, as you well realize. 

While our Company has had contacts here­
tofore with the Bureau, particularly in the Yakima area of 
Washington, we are looking forward to the associations we 
may have in Alaska. 

I enjoyed getting acquainted with you in 
Washington and hope to meet with you again. After we met, 
I was in Juneau and became acquainted with Mr. Morken, who 
succeeded you in Alaskao 

Sincerely, 

,,, 
~_,,,, • ._ ·(,~ ) J 

PAUL M. DUNN 

PMD/jah 
c/o St. Regis Paper Company 
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·,• . M.arch 29, 1966 

Mr. Robert LaFoll~tte Bennett 
Commiuioner of Indian Affah:• 
Washington, D. C. · ' 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

" ,· 
I 

I; 1 

' ,'•I . ' 

) l \ 

Congratulations to you on your appointment as 
Commiaaioner of Indian Affaira. 

The Turtle Mountain Plant employs one hundred 
and fifteen Indians at the Rolla site. These a:te highly . 
skilled employees and are a credit to the Indian race. ' 

Your predecessor, Phileo Nash, visited the 
Turtle Mountain Plant. It is our hope that you will 
also visit with us so that we can meet you personally 
and show you our people at work and our manufacturing 
fa~ilitiea . 

\ Cordially, 

' I t. th ' 
R. M. Schultz 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
RAY C. GOETTING 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 

ATWATER 7-4512 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department . of th~ Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

105 North Second 
March 29, 1966 

I think it is particularly encoura g j_ ng to find an Indian 
appointed . as Commissioner, and I certainly offer my congra­
tulations. It was nice visiting with you by telephone and 
enclosed is the suggestion I referr ed to as having been sub­
mitted to the New Mexico Commission on Indian Affairs. Since 
that time the Commission has repla ced its Executive Director 
and Wendell Chino has become President of NCAI. John Rainer 
of Taos tells me they will get ba ck to the business a t hand 
shortly. 

Nevertheless , the idea coulfi be modified to enlighten the 
All-Pueblo Council. any tribe, or the BIA if performed by 
someone with independent status. Certain resistance exists 
if the analyst were strictly a Government Employee but a 
number of local Indians in each tribe feel they need someone 
obligated to them to prepare such of their desires as would 
be considered in developing their programs. Since they have 
very few who would qualify as analysts I felt I should make 
the attempt to offer my services. 

The enclosure reflects examples and may not appear to make 
sense but I think you will understand the scheme. I would 
surely appreciate your reviewing it and if possible discuss 
it with you this next trip to this area. 

With all my best wishes. in_ your new assignment, I rema in 

Sincerely yours, 

Ray c~ting 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

PAUL V . McCARTHY, M. D. 

PAUL R. LEON, M. D . 
RADIOLOGISTS 

PROFESSIONAL ARTS BUILDING 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 

29 March 1966 

I congratulate you on your recent apoointrnent as Chief of the BIA. Mv 
best wishes to your wife. 

Most sincerely yours, 

PVM:swn 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Robert Bennett 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Pinon Boarding School 
Pinon, Arizona 

March 29 , 1966 

Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washinton D. C. 

Dear Mr . Bennett : 

In reading a Washington newsletter last night, I noticed where President 
Johnson has nominated you for Commissioner of Indian Affairs . I am sure, 
our Indian people all over the United States are as happy and pleased as 
I am over the final break through towards this ti1nely Indian recognition. 
Under your leadership, I look forward to seeing much accomplishments in 
t he Indian bureau programs . The Indians are aware of their needs but they 
must have sympathetic, understanding and sincere people to help them work 
out t heir many problems . 

c,..._. 

= 
Lr. 
-..) 

:.:.r.: 

I know you must be terribly busy in your job and I have been hesitant V 
about calling on you for help . On March 9, I filed my application for \ \ 
Housing Development Officer position in the Juneau Area Office . As you 
know, I have a great desire to return to Alaska as I feel, I have an 
obligation, a commitment and a contribution to make towards a better future 
for our Alaska Natives . Anything you can do to strengthen my bid for the 
Housing Development Officer job in Juneau will be greatly appreciated . 

Sincerely yours, 

J~~~ 
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Robert Bennett 

DEVILS LAKE SIOUX TRIBE 
JOHN F . KENNEDY CENTER 
FORT TOTTEN, NORTH DAKOTA 

March 30 , 1966 

Indian Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Commissioner: 

We congratulate you on your designation as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs and trust and hope your appointment will be 
confirmed . 

Our hearts are warmed and our hopes are stirred by the 
prospect that a person of Indian Origin will occupy this office. 

Now , understanding of our problems will have a better 
chance of penetrat ing the poli cies , procedures , and attitudes 
of the Bureau. We hope that if the Devils Lake Sioux Reserva­
tion becomes a full agency that you will consult with the Tribal 
Council before you act on the appoint ment of a Superintendent . 
One of the most difficult problems to resolve in our relation­
ships with the Bureau is overcoming the breakdown of communications 
be t ween us because of failure of local personnel to comprehend or 
consider our viewpoint. 

Thus--we hope your tenure in this office is rewarding to you 
and to us--and that you will consider our request as a step in 
this direc t ion . 

Very truly yours, 

DEVILS LAKE SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL: 

........ ~l 

C. 

c.-

J✓2::~ 7hP?~--- -{/;e,e, C)a1;711,rn 

~2.~, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
8AIPAN , MARIANA ISLANDS 

Personal 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington , D. c. 20240 

Dear Bob: 

96950 

March 30, 1966 

COMMERCIAL 
CABLE ADDRESS 

HICOTT SAIPA N 

I noted in our copy of the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents, 
dated March 21 , 1966, the notice of intent by President Johnson to 
nominate you as Commissioner of Indian Affairs . We were all aware 
that this was in the wind but it has now come to pass and you are 
preparing to embark on what will undoubtedly be the most cha l l enging , 
the most difficult and (I hope) the most satisfying years of your 
life. I have often felt that Commissioner of Indian Affairs was 
one of the most difficult and thankles s jobs one might have the mis­
fortune to get in the government . In spite of this, I am also aware 
that it is probably one of the most challenging and you bring to it 
a wealth of experience . My best wishes go with you as you assume 
this exceedingly important post. 

I wish it had been possible for Philleo to assume the position of 
High Commissioner here . With his background and unders tanding he 
would have been outstanding. In the meantime, we rock along with 
no firm decision concerning the announcement of our top pos ition. 

I trust all goes well with you and that I will have an opportunity to 
visit from time to time when I may be in Washington. Pl ease give 
Cleota our bes t regards. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner, 
,mmia'ffl:-tyy Services 



PERSONAL 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Rosebud Agency 
Rosebud, South Dakota 

57570 

March 30, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

I was very happy to read in the paper that you are now the new 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs. I had heard many rumors concerning 
the fact you were going to be the Commissioner. Now Jt is a reality 
and I assure you I am very pleased. 

The recent terrific storm we had in this area brought to mind our 
trip to the Communications School at Durango. Colorado back a few 
years ago. You will recall when we went over Wolf's Pass what a 
terrific blizzard we ran into. We also had a long our good friend 
Syd Mortensen on this particular occasion. Another trip that I recall 
was when we attended the conference at Phoenix, Arizona when Gene 
Barrett accompanied you and I. I think Gene still feels that we over 
played our hands giving him a rough time nearly all the way to Phoenix. 
About every time I talk with Gene he mentions this trip and the kidding 
he had to take from both of us. I recall some of those trips as the 
highlights of my 33 years with the Bureau. 

I hope that your tenure as Commissioner of Indian Affairs is unusually 
successful which I know it will be. You have had a great deal of 
experience in all parts of the Indian Service as well as various 
locations. I assure you I sincerely wish you much success in the 
fu•ture. Will be looking forward to seeing you if you ever come to 
this area. If I can be of any assistance in any way, shape or form, 
please feel free to call upon me. 

Sincerely yours, 

c,(~td,✓Lh__ 
Harold w. Schunk 
Superintendent 



ALASKA NATIVE BROTHERHOOD 
Camp No. 2 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Juneau, Alaska 

March 30, 1966 

The ANB and ANS Camp No. 2, Juneau congratulates you on your recent 

appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Best wishes for a productive 

and fruitful administration. 

Respectively, 

f ,~uP<VuJli1JA:/'"" 
Amos Wallace, President 

SxcG~ ~ . J~ 
Stella Martin, President 



Honorable Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Ronan, Montana 
March 31, 1966 

We have been informed that you have been appointed Cornmissioner 
of Indian Af fairs. Your appointment appears to us lO be of great value 
to the Indian people because of your long experience in working with 
Indians. 

We want you to know that at a special session of the 
Mon t ana Inte r -Tribal Policy Boa r d in Helena, Montana on March 25, 1966, 
the Board vo t ed to pledge its cooperation and support of your 
administration of the Bureau. 

We are looking f orward to working with you and we want 
to express our appreciation to the Secretary of the Interior for your 
appointment as Commissioner. Please accept our congratulations. 

Sincerely yours, 

Montana Inter-Tribal Pol icy Board 

__p pc, 
~~,-,{) ·~ 

Leo Sias, Sec retary-Treasurer 

LS: rmc 



March 31, 1966 

~~ 
/-/Zt3 Honorable Robert L. Bennett 

OFFICERS: 

RICHARD A . HALFMOON, CHAI RMAN 

ANGUS A. WILSON, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD M. ELLENWOOD, SECRETARY 

PHI L D. TYPES, T REASU RER 

MEMBERS: 
JESSE GRE ENE , ASST. SECY.-TREAS. 

MOSE THOMAS, CHAPLAIN 

FRANK W. PENNEY 

HARRISON LOTT 

TRIBAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

VICTOR 3-2661 

") Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
o( _ ___ Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett; 

The Nez Perce Indian Tribe of Idaho salutes you and extends its most cordial 
felicitations· on your appointment as Commissioner 1 

We are thrilled that an American Indian now heads the important agency of our 
Federal government dealing with the complex problems facing our Indian people 
in this Supersonic Age. Few, if any, have ever attained this high post with a back­
ground of experience and leadership in the administrative field such as yours. In 
addition, we know that you will approach the Indians' problems from an inherent 
and sympathetic viewpoint. 

Many of our members had the good fortune to become acquainted when you were in 
Lewiston for the National Congress of American Indians. All of us await your 
earliest return visit as our "Chief". 

Our Tribe stands ready at all times to a ssist you as you lead the crusade for pro­
tection of Indian rights and the attainment of the American Indians' just role in 
the Great Society. 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

~ z~ --c «, 7;),(_ 
Chairman 

y sst. Se~y-Treas 

tJ.a./1_;•wA.-e71 t gj-, 
Member 

( J. U 1 / ~ 

~eitilie: 

airman 

JifZ O ~ 

Chaplain 

~ ~o/ Member 
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