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Oneidd Indian Heuds Bureuﬁ

©  WASHINGTON (AP) — Robert L. Bemnett, an “Seida
 Indian, is the new commissioner of the Bureau of Indian

* Affairs, under unanimous Senate confirmation.
Bennett, confirmed Wendesday, is the first Indian to head
- the federal agency in more than 100 years. He was born on the

A . Oneida Reservation in Wisconsin in 1912.
1 o Of more than half a million Indians in the United States,

] & about 16,000 live in New York State, 8,000 of them on eight
i - major reservatlons in the state.
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The State of Wisconsin

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
MADISON
53702

WARREN P. KNOWLES
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GOVERNOR

To the Testimonial Dinner of
Robert LaFollette Bennett
Oneida, Wisconsin

Being proud of our citizens is one position I often relate to the general
public both in and out of our State. And in the case of Robert LaFollette
Bennett, I find that Wisconsin has a double reason to be proud of claiming
him as an outstanding citizen.

Not only is Bob Bennett the first Indian to be chosen United States
Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but he is the second con-
secutive commissioner of the Bureau to come from Wisconsin. As you will
recall, the former commissioner, Philleo Nash, came from Appleton.

Your new commissioner has a challenging assignment given to him. Many
Indians have long wanted a fellow Indian as their commissioner. Conse-
quently, Indians and non-Indians will be watching Mr. Bennett to see how

he affects the Bureau and the problems facing tribes throughout the country.

Here I offer my encouragement to him in his new position and my full
support as Governor of Wisconsin. I am confident that he will prove to be
a capable leader and I am looking forward to working with him and the
Bureau to solve problems facing our Wisconsin Indians.

Congratulations should also go to the Oneida tribe for having such a leader
come from among them. I am sure that your people are as proud to have
Commissioner Bennett one of you as Wisconsin is to have him a native of

our State.

In closing, I regret not being able to attend your dinner personally, but

I do send my best wishes for the success of your new commissioner and the
success of those with whom he will be working.

Sincerely, f& r

—

Warren P. Knowles
Governor
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WILLIAM R. WOOD
PRESIDENT

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COLLEGE, ALASKA

January 7, 1966

Mr. Robert L., Bennett
Area Director

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Bennett:

While I am enthusiastic about your promotion to a new
assignment with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, I do regret that you
are leaving Alaska. It has been a genuine pleasure to know you
and Mrs, Bennett, and to work with you on our common concerns.,

It was good of you to comment on the improvement in the
University's attempts to provide good educational opportunities for
native Alaskans., I assure you that we shall continue our efforts in
that direction and, hopefully, will be able to accelerate the pace.
You will be pleased to learn, as I am, that this year we have 145
students from native Alaskan families, This is by far the largest
number we have had to date. This includes, I believe, the special
group that we are training from the Kobuk area for work in the
mineral industry. Even more encouraging to me is the fact that
there seems to be a tendency growing for our students to stay with
us until graduation. I am looking forward to the day when we can
encourage some of our good students to become doctors, lawyers,
and engineers. Already some of the graduates have achieved a place
in the teaching profession.

I do hope that you will find your new assignment an enjoy-
able and satisfying one, and that you will continue to think well of
Alaska and its University. The campus is always a better place when
you visit it,

Sincerely yours,

po s £

William R. Wood
President

WRW/kb



{a/ww 7/
%&w /3 //é(

¢,.._1 Z/— A&&a{ //{[ﬂ/é@ Freid fyﬁ;gla‘tnlﬁ'né%z{'wd

f/tﬁ T &LW 4?:%,.5( .,u,»fz; o C L omfZ;zaw(f Awwwd/
e Z/ /L&’C/&Z FeoL Z (‘n

w7/0 2 Zéé wwo
RTRP Y I AN sl e

AR 20
Hewd Zﬂ/ J;{@?Z T foil DU rarct Dsritsy o Alecide,
75{ I C FLeFng, é‘ / M }% Zwﬁd% ,o{e,

o Toe T *léa/o / 75 M« j u%&f La) /4@@

(. 7, /VM / L /a/téﬂ ,éz iats bl ne /

Y/ W/Z /J‘ 2. fezas &?@/Wﬂéﬁwjf/éb%% Fra. 7@
atipdd, ,u»ﬂé&( ot (,M mé?%;ﬁ‘
0 ) 0 a/,a/,uz% twc,. ecmm f/flx
du Mw Y eaest rea) w/u 0{1/{, Ceta =

/ 7%% Z&q//(/z/ ( Zj‘u é:;wu Ll M(/ /cp( %a

U 2eie z//, seclaliae 7%é£ Cag y %Z‘”/C J Z(
L%%C%?f%c //%/ZZ—W zfd .,¢ £ o /{4&{ 7%55%4 w%%

- ZZ{ . 0 M /’//é// 4/4416%-;140 Lae C/ccarr -4
7&1/6 A ool 4&@ 2edR ]5/ /AM% wf/ Zf/

aTlinsy <. % SO A 7;4/ i &z«
,@Lam/_u Z%fcf s a// / Chaca CJ%{M fé

%Mu 4 pte 4,4&%4 /%Mx, a’/ /Léd/ Vﬂx WZ fzz
%M Zf[ AR5 @k/?/ X ZML’&W‘Z_ Z?ﬂi&(, M/A/

0/@.%4[,0

[7//% {%7 : ,//./waucm
(//a, kdcévw%“

M / 13/ 6



E. Y. BERRY . COMMITTEES;
2D DisT., SOuTH DaKOTA INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Congress of the TUnited States
Bouge of Representatives \
Washington, B, €.

March 14, 1966

Fon. Robert L. Bennett
Pureau of Indian Affairs

U. S+ Department of Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Eob:

Just a quick note to congratulate you on
what T understand is an established fact,
that you will be the new Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.

While this is a terrific responsibility I
think the best man is getting the ijob.

BERRY
BERRY

/,
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“Watching the Tribe’s Welfare”

cs'fanc[ing K ock Siouwe “Tibe

TELEPHONE NO, 854-2561
FORT YATEsS, NORTH DAKOTA

March 15, 1966

- ': s
Mr. Robert Bennett Q)D o
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W., :
Washington, D. C. 20242 { o

Dear Mr. Bennett: Poen
=

First I want to congradulate you for reaching the highest position in
the Indian Service and speaking for my Sioux people and myself, WE ARE PROUD
OF YOU.

After six years absent from the tribal council, I am again one of their
members and I must say it is shocking to find the mismanagement of our
administration in both the general and rehab. program. Most of our council
members are more interested in the money they receive in attending the meetings
and booging it up. Since coming back to the council I find the chairman
and the rehab. manager most of the time on a drunk and their seems nothing we
could do about it. It is my honest opinion that the superintendent should step
in and correct the condition that has got out of hand.

It was embarrassing to me when Mr. Sonosky visited us to have the chairman
on a week drunk and even had the gall to appear at the office in that stupid
condition. Maybe Mr. Sonosky is encouraging these tribal officials and council-
members booging it up. After all he is an attorney for the tribal council.

At my age I would like to see something progressive done for my people and
unless the bureau officials take the bull by the horn and correct the present
conditions we will continue to go back to our primitive ways. I do not believe
we have dedicated workers among our bureau employees, they are more interested
to see if they can get a promotion or a transfer in some other area, than to
think of the needs for our people. We hear so many times the Bureau is only here
to lokk after the land problems of the Indians. This is a wrong statement at
I know they have their hands in every activities of the Indian people, whether
it be money, welfare, family trouble, etc., they are always their to interpret
regulations, whether there be one or not. So it is my opinion that stern action
by the bureau is required now days to put our Indian people as well as the members
of the council on the right path. Unless this is accomplish I see no bright
future for our people.” We have more employees now than we ever had, and what do
the Indian people on the reservation have? Nothing. We have more chiefs than
Indians in the bureau. Ratherﬂéétting myself all worked up I had better stopped.

I know Mr. Bennett you will be an asset to the Indian Bureau as well as the

Indian people, as you know the weak and strong points of the Indians, you know
reservation life, you know the thinking of an Indian, with all these knows you

have advantage over other commissioners. You have my full support in anything



you might promote for out people. I know the Standing Rock Indians will support
you 1in every way.

I just had to write you as a friend and let you know my feeling on these wrong
doings.

Respectfully yours

////<;7ﬁ2b 27 ZEL 7/<><Z//9/KZ~ 2z {;,
&

e
. James McLean



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Kasigluk,; Alaska

March 16, 1966

Dear Bob and Family

I see by the papers that you finally made the big time.
Congratulations== We finally got settled here and are real
happy with this station. 1t is such a r&lief to that rat
race in Juneau,

I have been trying to run down that Gibson guitar that
your boy was using. Mrs. Bennett told me that she would
leaveit with Guy Roussou but to date I have not been able
to find out from him if he had it. I wrote him to get it
sent on up but to date no hear, That isthe one that I use
to teach music in the class room with,

I would appreciate it very much if you get the time
to let me know where it is. I could sure use it here.

It is my favorite instrument. Good luck in your job. Dickie

andI are pulling for you all,

/Nfinc rely yours,

:‘John C. Cates, Principal Teacher
)/
Kasigluk, Alaska



SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13210

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

16 March 1966

Mr. Robert Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior
Washington 25, D,C,

My dear Mr. Bennett:

Yesterday, an article in the Syracuse Herald Journal reported your
promotion. May I give you my heartfelt congratulations. They are as
sincere as they could possibly be because I am an adopted member of the
Wolf clan of the Oneida Nation and you are a Wolf.

As an historian, moreover, I am sticking my nose in their affairs --
doing work for a book on Oneida activities since the American Revolution.
May I at the same time share a smile with you? No sooner had I read the
article than my adopted brother-in-law, Chief Jacob Thompson of the
Oneida Nation, telephoned me. He was laughing at the newspaper report
that seemed to indicate that you had an imcomplete knowledge of Oneida
history and that Bob "would jump all over Bennett'", as he said to his
wife.

No, I won't "jump all over you" for your historical knowledge. Jour-
nalists are rarely knowledgeable or accurate in their reporting. Rather,
because the article indicates that you never visited your ancestral New
York Reservation, my wife and I would like to invite you to be our guest
at our home, close to the Oneida Reservation where most of the New York
Oneidas live, and about 30 miles from what is left of the original Oneida
Reservation. I believe you come through the Dexteter family and a rela-
tive of yours is still on the Reservation. Be assured that our impulsive-
ness does not arise entirely from sentiment. Should you come a'visiting,
I will pump you for all the information youhave. Yet, in the process,

I hope to be a gentlemen and that both of us could learn something more
about the Oneidas. At least know that I could use your help.

You choose the time; bring your wife; bring your kids.

Da Neh Who
Iah Weh Ha Go,ﬁ,;

4‘/!‘

Professor of History

W. B. Walsh, Chrm., O. T. Barck, N. M. Blake, W. P. Hotchkiss, R. J. Shafer, H. H Pierce, R. J. Rayback, C. V. Confer,
A. R. Schoyen, G. A. Hoar, R. H. McKey, W. Ullman, K. W. Olson, A. A. Offner, J. M. Powell, B. Martin, W. Cone,
Mrs. Arlene Waite, Sec.
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CLAss OF SERVICE SYMBOLS
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OR ROBERT L BENNETT, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFIARS [
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

ALASKA AREA OFFICE-URA
POST OFFICE BOX 1595
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

March 18, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Bob:

My sincere congratulations on the enclosed announcement. Your
appointment will prove to be of invaluable aid to resolving the
native problems in Alaska.

All of us will miss your musical talents and story telling abil-
ity. 1In looking at the front page of the Anchorage Daily News,
I believe the Bureau of Indian Affairs has found its "H-Bomb."
Please return soon.

Sincerely,

. Hong
Area Coordinator

UR :JSHong: swh
Enclosure



PHONE MAin 4-8022 ® 1306 SECOND AVENUE ® SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98I0I
March 18, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner )
Bureau of Indian Affairs .
Washington 25, D. C

Dear Bob:

This afternoon over the air I heard that the
President has appointed you Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs.

I want to be among the first ones to congrat-
ulate you and to wish you well. It gives me quite
a sense of pride to feel that my judgment of where
you were going and what would happen to you has
been justified, and you deserve this fine appoint-
ment.

It was a privilege and a pleasure to have work-
ed with you when you were in Juneau as Area Direc-
tor, and I wish you and your wife my heartiest con-
gratulations and very best wishes,

7 Murphy
Manager

LEM:scp



March 18, 1666

Dear Bob:

Congratulations on your nomination. I am sure that the hearings will be as
successful and the work can commence.

The enclosed clipping appreared in the Anchorage Daily News and I thought you'd
like to have it for a memento.

I 3didn't have an ovportunity to talk to you again before I left for Alaska ( that
~was vour Los Angelss weekend with McCutch, Stevens, et al.) but I have had an
opvortunity to meet and become fast friends with Stanley. He is one of the finest
veople I have ever had the pleasure of knowing. I have nothing but the highest
resvect for him and his relationships with the Tyonek's are, in my humble ovpinion,
one of the finest I know of between an Indian group and their attorney. g

Although this may be a bit irregular to write directly, I know you will look sideways
this times

Anchorage is a fine city- 1 have met and renewed acquaintances with a number of old
friends I have found here- It certainly is a small world. With all the moves lois
and I have been involved these past 10 years, it seems that no matter what circle
we are involved in we have a mutual friend someplace in the Lower 48. It is nice
that way.

The assignment here is challenging to say the least. I am fortunate to have this
opvortunity to "get mv feet wet" in the administration side of the Bureau. The staff
here are all fine peovle. Sometimes they don't all pull together, but that we hove
will disappear. By and large thoupgh they do turn out a lot of work under difficult
circumstances.

Lois and the kids are now enroute at last. It was a struggle to sell the house and
she is a brave girl to drive cross country with them. I had a note from her yester-
day and she is only going as far as Seattle and then onto here by air. Can't blame
her for that. I found a house out in Chester Valley. Four bedrooms and the backyard
abuts on the school playground. It was a big load off my mind and we are now getting
readv to settle down to living again.

As soon as they all get here and are settled, I will be hitting the Mukluk trail to

the villages to see first hand what the problems are and hopefully, we can come up
with some solutions.

We are enjoying good relations with the papers here, as well as the other agencies.
Bob Arnold and Bill Hopkins and I have a good thing going as far as putting out fires
is concerned and it is working well to date. There doesn't appear to be any reason
why it won't continue that way.

Your many friends in Anchorage, and you have a strong legion, send their best wishes
and hopes for a successful tenure as Commissioner. To which I sincerely add my own
along with my deenr thanks for this fine ovvortunity. Kindest regards to Cleoda and
the otherse.

With every good wish,

(ﬂ/,,xfﬁ?
M LNUINTE geeretr e -&.\w.u. &&&Mvﬁ / G
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
NATIONAL COUNCIL

RAY W. SWEAZEY
DIRECTOR
AMERICAN INDIAN RELATIONSHIPS NEW BRUNSWICK, N. d.
DIVISION OF RELATIONSHIPS PHONE: CHARTER 9-6000
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UNITED STATES Y
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES

BOX 2481
JUNEAU. ALASKA. 99801

March 21, 1966

Mr. Robert Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob:

Congratulations on your appointment to the post of Commissioner
of Indian Affairs. I have heard for sometime that your appoint-
ment was in the mill and it is a real pleasure to learn that is is
now official,

I hope your duties as Commissioner will frequently bring you
back to Alaska.

Sincerely,
g

Tt AA

Harry L. Rietze
Regional Director
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WILLIAM A. EGAN
GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JUNEATU

March 21, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner :
U. S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Thank you very much for your letter of
February 14, with enclosure, giving your reason for
deciding to finance cannery operations at Klawock
rather than Hydaburg this year.

I was very happy to hear of your promotion
to Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and
I extend to you my heartiest congratulations. With
your qualifications for the position, Bob, I feel the
Bureau has made an excellent choice.

Kindest personal regards to you, your wife
and family.

Sincerely,

William A. Egan
Governor



LEADQRSHI.? CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY BETTER GOVERNMENT

“DEMOCRACY THROUGH YOUTH"
*  Affiliated PYoung Bemorrats, Inr. *
OF NEW YORK STATE

HOTEL PICCADILLY
227 WEST 45th STREET « NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

(212) 265-4450
(212) 246-6600

HAROLD R. MOSKOVIT
STATE PRESIDENT

FEBo 229

June T. Shaw
1st Vice-President

William D. Ribyat, Jr.
2nd Vice-President

Elizabeth Duiz
3rd Vice-President

March 21, 1966

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Samuel C. Cellino
4th Vice-President

Michael Gurda
5th Vice-President

William R. Madden
6th Vice-President

Anthony Smith
7th Vice-President

Dear Bob:

Jean Auerbach
8th Vice-President

Charles E. McGee
9th Vice-President

William T. Garvin
10th Vice-President

Lillian McCusker
11th Vice-President

Samuel Lent
Financial Secretary

Alfred L. Verde
Asst. Fin. Sec'y

Helen C. Kelly
Recording Secretary

Heartiest congratulations upon your
appointment ss Commissioner of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

I do want to wish you the very best in
this office with best wishes in all your
future endeavors.

Kindest regards.

Nancy Bova
Asst. Rec. Sec'y

Lillian Recht
Corr. Secretary

Sincerely,
p

Grace M. Reape
Asst. Corr. Sec'y

Emanuel A, Goodman
Treasurer

HRM/mg

Joseph Shuter
Asst. Treasurer

Thomas J. Lynch
Sergeant-at-Arms

Michael Papczun
Asst. Sergeant-at-Arms

Richard H. Wels e
Legislative Rep. e

George V. Palmer
Asst. Legislative Rep.

Publicity

Winston M. Clarke
Willette O. Brown
Robert T. Allar

HONORARY MEMBERS

ROBERT F. WAGNER
ARTHUR LEVITT
EVERETT CASE

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, JR.
HENRY MORGENTHAU, Jr.
JOHN J. BURNS

JAMES A. FARLEY
EDNA F. KEL
MARIO A. PROCACCINO

ABRAHAM D. BEAME
W. AVERELL HARRIMAN
JAMES V. MANGANO

EDWIN L. WEISL
ORIN LEHMAN
ROBERT C. WEAVER

MARIO J. CARIELLO
EDMUND M. HANRAHAN
CHARLES H. SILVER
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL
CHARLES A. BUCKLEY
HENRY E. GILLETTE
AMINDA WILKINS

AARON E. KOOTA

H. LEE DENNISON
LEON H. KEYSERLING
STEPHEN E. SMITH
PAUL R. SCREVANE
OTIS_G. PIKE

MOSES M. WEINSTEIN

ELINOR S. GIMBEL

EUGENE H. NICKERSON
RICHARD H. BALCH
HOWARD J. SAMUELS
RAYMOND R. CORBETT
ALBERT V. MANISCALCO
CONSTANCE BAKER MOTLEY

EMANUEL CELLER
FORTUNE POPE
FRANK S. HOGAN
SAMUEL S. STRATTON
MAE GUREVICH
WILLIAM A, SHEA
CHARLES POLETTI

ABE STARK

THOMAS W. HIGGINS
FRANK D. O'CONNOR
ROBERT W. DOWLING
STANLEY STEINGUT
CYRUS R. VANCE
JOHN L. WEHLE



ASSISTANT COMMANDANT
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

21 March 1966

Honorable Robert L.. Bennett
Acting Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I noted with great interest a recent news item
stating that you had been nominated by the President
to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Please accept my sincere congratulations on
your nomination. Your recognition has been well
earned.

Sincerely,

W. D, ‘SHIELDS
Vice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
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5303 Nicholas Street
Omaha Nebraska
March 21 1966

Hon.Robert LaFollette Bennett i = .

Bureau of Indian Affairs PR LS

Wa shington D.C, i & 5o

My dear Mr,Bennett, -t
i Mo

It was indeed very gratifying to me to learn that you had :L

been appointed to the head the Bureauvof Indian Affairs., I | = _=
am sure that it is just -s pleasing to all Indians and to | &% "5
all of us who are of Indian descent. We realize what a tre-’ -
mendous job it is and also how much needs to be done for

our Indian brother.

For several vears, I have been talking about an Indian
- Brotherhood Or?anization,made up of those of us who have

received the education and some of the culture of the 20th (xx
century with the prime purpose of helning the Indian when <3
he comes to a city to enter modern life.There are many Ind-

ians in all the larger cities and I believe that we could
become a major force in bringing the Indian into the stream
of civilization. Just recently, I was talking with Father
Carl Reinert,Creighton University, and he said that out of
every ten peopnle who came to the University begging.seven
of them wonld be Indians. That is not what I want to hear
about my people and I am sure that you think the same as 1.

Unlike you,I never lived on a reservation but I was born
and reared in the Cherokee Nation with only Indians for
neighbors and I never heard of an Indian begging-borrow-
ing -Yes-~ but he always repaid what he borrowed,therefore
I feel that we have left many things undone to reduce a

proud people to this condition. As a member of the Daughters

of American Revolution,I am interested in the program
that they offer but to me it is only a token gift but I

realize that being of Indian blood,I expect much more of
all Americans in this too long neglected problem.

Again, I must say that I am nleased to know that at long
last we have one of our own people heading our Affairs.
I would be interested in knowing of what vou think of mv
Indian Brotherhood Orcanization.

Yours sincerely

V;Q\ TNNE, C\ ‘B\fl5i§@“

Yrs,J, L, Driskell
5303 Nicholas St
Omaha ,Nebraska



The Ralph M. Parsons Company

Engineers* Constructors
617 WEST SEVENTH STREET, LOS ANGELES 17, CALIFORNIA

PLEASE REPLY TO

26 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 4, N.Y.

March 21, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I was quite pleased this weekend when I heard an announcement on
the radio that you had been appointed Commissioner of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. Both Sam Umbenhauer and I would like to extend
our warmest congratulations and best wishes for continued success
in your efforts to improve conditions for the American Indians.

/ Sam and I are planning to visit Washington this Spring and would
like to call upon you at that time to discuss the current status
of the Tyonek Indian Village Power System. We will look forward
to seeing you then.

Kindest regards,

THE RALPH M. PARSONS COMPANY

’
i

" [ 4
b {

S\ i 4 < N “" ; ’
= %) - X } 7 5-/\5_'2";" ¢ /("

v

Donald J. }s&ﬁgstaken;}/
Assistant ager, Power Operations

DJS:sam



THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

March 21, 1966

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Congratulations on your nomination as Commissioner of
Indian Affairs. We welcome you to this very important
assignment.

The betterment of the social and economic conditions of
our Indians should be a matter of primary concern. As
Senator from Minnesota, I spent a great deal of time
trying to improve conditions of our Indians in Minnesota.
I know that you have been doing the same throughout the
country and especially in your native area of Wisconsin.

If there is ever anything I may do to be of assistance,
please let me know.

Sincerely,

Tkt 18

Hubert H. Humphre

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett
Deputy Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.



427 Seventy-sixth Street
North Bergen, New Jerse)
March 21, 1966

Mr. La Ffalleti Bennett:

Please accept my sincere best wishes
upon your appa@intment by the President to
be Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

‘ Your record of prior service servicd
as Jeputy Commissioner merits this appointment

Best wishes,

ames A. Foy



The Rigys National Bank

WasHINGTON, D. C. 20018

L. A. JENNINGS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

March 22, 1966

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Please accept our sincere congratulations
on your appointment by President Lyndon B. Johnson
as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

We are fortunate indeed that your outstand-
ing abilities will be exercised in the best interest
of all of us.

If we may be of assistance to you at any
time, we would welcome the opportunity.

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.



DIRECTORS:

Ernile Foussard, President

Herman Garceau

Harley Jolliffe

St. John Public School

St. John School District No. 3
ST. JOHN, NORTH DAKOTA

3-22-66

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Deput
Burea

y Commissioner of Indian Affairs
u of Indian Affairs

Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear

Mr. Bennett:

I didn't get to visit with you while I was in

Washington, D. C. last week, but I realize that you

are 4

wfully busy with committese hearings.

I must congratulate yourbeing appointed to

Commissioner of Indian Affairs; I have heard

many
that

fine things about your work and I'm happy
the President has appointed you to the

challenging poste.

I am competing for a NIMH fellowship at

Us of New Mexico so I am busy filing credentials
to Dr. John T. Zepper.

LB/ba

Until we meet again, I remain,

/LZZ%M%”?

Leonard Bearking

“Buy North Dakota Products””

Leonard Bearking
Superintendent

Arda J. Roy, Clerk

Mrs. Jean B. Stewart
Treasurer



Northern State College
Aberdeen, South Bakots

57401

OFFICE OF AREA CODE 605

BUSINESS MANAGER March 22, 1966 TELEPHONE 225-1110

Mr, Robert L., Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C,

Dear Bob:

We have been hearing rumors and Sunday the enclosed newspaper story was released.
May I hasten to congratulate you on this very worthy appointment. I am sure you
’17 will clear the various hurtles. You are well deserving of this new job and I
\1&>Q) for one, would wish you all kinds of success.

Poésibly when you make your first trip to Aberdeen as Commissioner you could
;Z arrange things to let us know in advance so that you could be honored guest at
‘ our Wednesday Lions meeting. We would be most happy for you to tell us some of
the problems and goings on that you are working with,
With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

H. A, Fowler
Business Manager

/{Vé’ {/#W ./M M S &
/]
g 4

HAF /om

-~
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TELEGRAM

NIGHT LETTER MARCH 22, 1966

TO: U, S, SENATOR HENRY M, JACKSON

CHAIRMAN, INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. C.
DEAR SENATOR JACKSON: KNOWLEDGEABLE ALASKANS FEEL THE PROGRAM
OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WILL ADVANCE THE NATIVE PEOPLES
A FULL DECADE FURTHER INTO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY UNDER ROBERT
L. BENNETT'S DIRECTION, BOB BENNETT IS THE BEST ADMINISTRATOR
OUR REGION EVER HAD, HE IS A GREAT AMERICAN, I WHOLEHEARTEDLY
ENDORSE HIS CANDIDACY FOR TOP POSITION IN THE BUREAU OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS. SINCERELY,

DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
JALMAR M, KER?TULA

Y
YA PV

/
\

A
A

CC:%bert L. Bennett
Stephen Smith

COPY



)00
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
FﬂQCTV() UTAH

84801

ERNEST L. WILKINSON, presiDenT

INDIAN EDUCATION /

House of Jacob , / . March 23, 1966

Mr. Robert L Bemnnett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D C. 20240

Dear Mr. Bennett:

First let us congratulate yoion your new appointment as Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, we think this is a wonderful development to have one of
our own people become the Commissioner. We wish you every success in
your endeavors. ’

The next item we would like to mention is that the Indian students of
Brigham Young University will be having an American Indian Week, April
18th through April 23, 1966. It is designed to promote our great cul- -
Eural heritage, through exhlblts, dlsplays, seminars and a pageant.

We sincerely extend an 1nvitation to you to visit our campus and to be

a part of our American Indian Week. The Indian students on this campus
‘would consider it a great honor to have such a distinguished person, who -
‘represents the Oneida Nation as well as the honorable accomplishments
which you have attained.

This letter is to inquire whether or not you would be able to come on
April 22nd and 23rd to speak to the Indian students as well as other
interested groups. If you can possibly accept this invitation, we would
be pleased to hear from you. |

We are hoping to have a very sdccessful Indian Week and feel that your
presence would greatly add to the success.

| b‘ Sincerely yours,

Indian Students' Advisory Council

Sherman Martin €Shoshone)
Howard ‘Rainer Taos )

George Lee (Navajo)
Betty Henderson (Navajo-Apache)
Larry Dennison (Navajo)
Tony Summers (Oneida)

T7;;i;7(45257425757/5ﬁ>5*9£m””'

| i, L 5 ot



Window “‘ock, Arizona
March 23, 1966

Mr. Robert Bennett
Office of the Commissioner
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Bob:

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! Its nice to know that an old friend has, so to speak,
"Come into his own''.

I believe that all people of Indian decent, Navajo and others are very pleased.
While I know your task will be difficult, I also know that you will approach
all problems with an open mind.

We have often regretted that we were unable to take advantage of a transfer to
Alaska when you last wrote to us. We were just not in a position to at that
time to consider a move,.

You know doubt will be visiting the Navajo Reservation sometime soon. We
shall look forward to seeing you then. I am still working for Mr.Kilgore yet
but I wonder sometimes if I will be kept on or not.

Please forgive me for being informal again but do write if you can find the time.
I know you are busy but I have always enjoyed hearing from you.

Sincere personal regards,

— )
/ /72 ZL/M e~

Marian (Bennett) McLemore
Box 32, Window Rock, Arizona



“@#*  WESTERN UNION

~ LLCO38 136 LD112

-~ L AYAQ30 NL FD ALBUQUERQUE NMEX 23
~ BOB L BENNETT

OFFICE OF BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHDC i
THE ALL INDIAN PUEBLO COUNCIL OF NEV MEXICO HAS AUTHORIZD |
¥ AS ITS CHAIRMAN TO GONTACT YOU WITH REGARD TO THE SENATE =
CONFIRMATION OF MR ROBERT L BEMNETT AS COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS, IT IS OUR OPINION THMAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S SELECTION
OF MR BENMETT AN ONEIDA INDIAN FROM WISCONSIN IS A WISE AND |
QDICIOUS CHOICE OF A MAN WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED EXCEPTIONAL | [ -
ABILITY IN INDIAWN AFFAIRS ADNINISTRATION WE SINCERELY SOLICIT o
YOUR ACTIVE SUPPORT OF MR BENMETTS CONFIRMATION BY THE UNITED
STATES SEMATE AS COMNISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS SINCERELY YOURS

CHAIRMAN OF THE ALL INDIAN COUNCIL DOMINGO HONTOYA.
LA WE o M8 By

SBAR 24 v B! 43
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E.S. JOHNNY WALKER ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
AT LARGE, NEW MEXIco

Congress of the United States

. ‘u» % ‘ |
PBouse of Representatives TR 29 m
Washington, B.L. 20515 . 9,

March 24, 1966

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Acting Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

AN
Xi

fin

P . .

Dear Mr. .

I am happy to learn that the President has nominated you for
the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

I am familiar with the fine job that you have performed with
the Bureau. Let me take this opportunity to congratulate

you on this outstanding nomination and to assure you of my
support.

Sincerely,

ESJW/drt




Ro?

THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES
OF THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION

DIxoN, MONTANA

March 24, 1966

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett,

It is with pleasure that we learn of your appointment as Commissioner

of Indian Affairs,.

Your background of many years at all levels of the Bureau and your
racial heritage undoubtedly make you the best qualified Commissioner the

Bureau has had in many years,

We are looking forward to cooperating with the Bureau in the programs
you, undoubtedly, will be instituting for the betterment of the Indian

people,

We wish you every success in your new position and we want you to
know that the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes through its

Business Council pledges its support to your administration.

Very truly yours,

7

o - y
~ & N 4 = p
>§y Vg S Ay —

Lymén Trahan, Chairman
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes



225 Mark Drive
Kingman, Arizona
March 24, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioener of Indian Affairs
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr, Bennett:

First of all Congratulations on your new appointment{ All American
Indians are very, very proud of you attaining such success., You may
2 recall both my wife and I were employed at the Aberdeen Area Office
']/ Z/ ") during your teur there,
L GO

/ A/Q I am transmitting herewith my Application fer Federal Empleyment and
. § AT I am also transmitting same for my wife for reinstatement with the
2\ 7 Bureau eof Indian Affairs. It is respectfully requested that our
\'/\9,,, @/) applications be referred to the Navajo Area Office, Window Rock,
your Albuquerque or Sacramento Area Offices, depending on which of
the three may have appropriate vacancies for which we could qualify.

“{“d 7 It is my understanding the new Navajo Area Office is presently re-
o " eruiting for employees and we would be most willing to consider
RIS placement at that lecation.

y
Your consideration of my request will sincerely be appreciated,

Respectfully,

i

Enclesures

A S AR SN RS SN 38



2 Lawrence Sireet m&@ j;%
East Rockaway, L.I. .
March 24,1966 e

Hon., Robert L. Bennet
Commissibner Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Bennet,

Conhradulations upon your recent appolntment. Those of us P o=
who are deeply concerned with the future of our Indlan people
are happy to know that you, one of thelr own, are now going
to take up the task of trying to unravel the tangled and often
unhappy problems which face our only true Americans. It will take:
the wisdem of a Solomon and the persuasive and dipiomatlc power
of seme of the greatest leaders in our time to even begin to
make a dent into the mess we have made of our dealings wlth our
“ndlans, but know that you, as an Indian wlll at least have
your heart in the work, which in the long run is the most
important.

69, Hd S8

Moat of my many Indian frilends live in South Dakota, many
on or near the Crow Creek reservatlion. Therefore I have come to
know Congressman E.Y., Berry quite well and feel that he too has // e

a real concern for our Indlans. ”Nﬁ
AN
I have heard the remark that of all of our Indians,that %Qh

the Sloux were economlcally at the bottom " of the Indian totem ‘

pole," and that the Créw Creek were at the bottom of the
battom figure Mﬂybe that 1s why 4 hgve been. hrying to help i

clothing Having done this work for so long, the people here on )
Long Island have also become corncerned about their welfare, so i ]
if there 1s anything you might want to have some of the easterners ii
informed about, I can possibly get the news ltems into the papers ‘
and also mentlon new developements wwgen I speak before clubs

and church group.Arousing public opinion and then getting them to

write to their own con gressmen might help your future programs.

Of course this would be in a small way, but a pebble in a pond

cugquses notice by the ripples spreading out to dlstant shores...

or so I hope.

Best of everything in your new position,

Sinc§§?}/%/ﬁ> .
/J/ I W
Mrs. S. K. Roemer



IN'REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Area Director
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

BILLINGS AREA OFFICE
corrorRTr-zoTrsTREET 316 North 26th St.
BILLINGS. MONTANA
59101

March 25, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Dear Bob:

When I talked to you last Friday it was still on the basis of
congratulations not yet being fully in order. I am now delighted
to find that the official nomination has been submitted by the
President and that you will be our new Commissioner.

I am sure you know this is a source of great satisfaction and
pride to us in the Bureau. We all have the feeling that great
days lie ahead in the Bureau under your leadership and I am
looking forward to a progressive and productive period. I am
glad we had the opportunity to visit with you in Billings and
I am sure I speak for the entire Area in extending my warmest
congratulations:to you.

I look forward to seeing you in Santa Fe next month.

Simcerely yours,
v 4

/ —

‘.\\(i’ p |

James F. Canan
rea Director



MISSION INDIANS

March 25, 1966

Commissioner Robert Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Bob:

Upon the occasion of having lunch with you in Washington during
my last visit with Tribal delegates from the Agua Caliente Band, I
concluded that making you a Deputy Commissioner would be beneficial
for all Indians. Hence, I now emphatically offer my congratulations to
you upon your new role as Commissioner of Indian Affairs through which
the benefits to the Indians can be even greater.

Please allow me to wish you the very best of good fortune and
many years of outstanding service.

Wi

RCS:ts




EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
815 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 TN 7- 8400

March 25, 1966

The Hon. Robert Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob:

We extend to you our heartiest congratulations upon
your appointment as U,S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
You have served in the Indian Service with deep concern,
commitment, effectiveness and distinction. You are prepared
in an amazing way for this new and demanding task.

We know also that you are well aware of how difficult
an assignment this is, and that no mortal can be fully prepared
for what is ahead. Be assured we stand ready to be of whatever
help and support we can at any time and circumstance. Our
prayers are with you.

This letter is sent on behalf of the Presiding Bishop and
all of us in the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church. I
add my own personal good wishes for a good life for you and your
family in Washington and I look forward to our continued
association in behalf of American Indian welfare.

My esteem and personal regards,

L]

(The Rev, Dr.) Clifford L. Samuelson
Executive Officer for Special Field
Ministries
CLS :dwb
cc: Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior
Jahn A, Carwer, Assistant Secretary of the Interior

The Right Reverend John Hines, Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church



STATE OF ALASKA / ===

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 440 FIFTH AVE.— ANCHORAGE 99501

March 25, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

It gave me a thrill to read where you have been nominated for
the Commissioner's appointment in Washington, D. C. I am sure that
the Congress, in their wisdom, will act fast and favorably in this
because of your splendid record.

Since I have been appointed Director of Air Commerce under the
Public Service Commission and moved to Anchorage, I have missed the
personal contact with the Coastal passengers that I enjoyed in my
flying duties. I am sure that Cleota is as thrilled and happy as
Maxine and me., Please extend to her my very warmest regards. And
Bob, to you I want to send my most heartfelt congratulations on this
nomination. I will look forward to seeing you both in Washington on
my next trip and then, perhaps I will be able to take advantage of the
raincheck you extended me for our last dinner engagement.

Kindest personal regards.

Very fruly yours,

.

Quentin L. DeBoer
Director of Air Commerce
Alaska Public Service Commission

QLD/gs

FJORTH TO THE FUTURE IN 1967!
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

7915 EASTERN AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD. 209210

BUREAU OF MEDICAL SERVICES
REFER TO:

Merch 25, 1966

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Thenk you for your letter of March 9, 1966, congratulating me on
my appointment to Chief, Division of Indian Health. It is with
pleasure that I can, in reply, extend congratulations to you on
your appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I look forward
to working together with you to serve the Indian end Alaske Native

people.

We have long recognized the need for sanitation facilities at
Canoncito in New Mexico. Unfortunately the solution to the problem
is not as obvious as the problem itself. Our Albugerque Area
Office has very recently exchanged several letters with the tribe
on this subject and is working toward a solution to their water
problem.

With regard to medical care in that area, our Albuquerque Office
informs us that Canoncito is part of the large Laguna Service Unit
and, as you mentioned, the physician maintains a clinic there every
two weeks. In our plans for fiscal year 1967, however, it is
proposed that a second physician will be assigned to Laguna and the
clinies will be increased to once a week. This should improve the
medical services for the Indiasn population in that vieinity.

We appreciate your interest in the Indian health program and will
be very happy to meet with you sometime in the near future to
discuss our program.

Sincerely yours,

e e I
4‘3’4 e e s —
E. S. Rabeau, M. D.
Assistant Surgeon General
Chief, Division of Indian Health

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior

Washington, D. C.
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO INDIAN INTERESTS ¢ SPONSOR OF THE ANNUAL INDIAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

ORGANIZED 1923

1263 W. PRATT BLVD. #909

262-0620

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626

Mr. Robert L., Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washingten, D.C,

Dear Mr. Bennett:

We have been happy te read of your '

of Commissionership.

This is not only an historic event;
great credit upon the Indian people
successful and contributing career.

We wish you well and pledge yeu our

Sincerely,

March 26, 1966

'ascendancy" to the position

it is one that will reflect
as well, and upon your own

cooperation.

Willard LaMere

&.gm President



®
Heritage-Wilshire

NATIONAL BANK

Wilshire Office / 11911 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90025 / Telephones 477-1511 « 272-4353

MNarch 26, 1966

¢ T 12
Kobert L, Bemnett

Commiasioner of the Burean of Indian A{jedra,

Weshington, D.C,
Dear Roberts

Congratulations upon the great recogniiion awarded to ijou
by Praident Yohnson.  The atory was read with keen
interest and much satisfaction,

Well do 9 recall how pleasant it waa doing business with
yBu at the Firat Notional Pank of Aberdeen before you

and 9 departed {rom that {ine cily .

. . gl PP YTy
Yoww wild sewe with disiinction . Uow have all the fine

qualities required for the fob. “he President made a

wise choice,

7 ' . . 5 i P H
{hen youwr duties bring you to Loa ''ngeles, please

# i I .
call me and be my dinner guest,

dfimoote,&/ \
£ ' )
P v’}‘/('( ‘
9/6661 i”<o eécfl
5529 Lilhia

" ’. 3 -
Pavorana City, Calif,



1965 —30TH YEAR OF BROADCASTING — KINY

Juneau Broadcasters, Inc.

231 So. Franklin Street
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

Phone 586-1800

March 28, 1966
&m%m,ﬂkmmh

Mr, Robert L, Bennett, Commissioner,
Bureau of Indian Affairs,

Department of the Interior,
Washington, D, C.

DearBob:

Just a note of congratulations of your new appointment,
Evidently the Associated Press felt it was big enough news to

have it make their national wire and, of course, the Alaska
wire played it cuite big,.

Yours truly has just exited from the hosptial after a 17
day siege with pneumonia and assorted other ailments., There has
been quite a flu epedemic which seemingly has hit just about
everyone, The Rotary Variety show is on this weekend and my
wife, who attended last evening, says its a good one. I'm sort
of avoiding crowds, so I'l1l probably miss it,

You might tell JoAnn that I received a get well card from
Jeff and Patrick, who seemingly are enjoying the Arizona sunshine
no end, I was just a little startled the other day to catch a
CBS Dimension feature in which Philleo Nash was being queried
about Indian land claims, I gathered it was recorded prior to
his departure,

Again, congratulations on your appointment, and everyone

here was most pleased, and I hope that you and the fagkly are
well settled by now, My regards to your wife and to the cheer
leader we all miss so mmch,

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES:

JAMES C. FLETCHER JR.
60 W. 46TH ST., N.Y. 36, N.Y.

DAY-WELLINGTON, INC.
VANCE BUILDING
SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON
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LLB0O63 (59)CTA11E OBOT1 6 MAR 26 am

6 a2
0 SEB067 NL PD SEATTLE WASH 25
ROBERT L BENNETT1951 CONST AVE NW

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHLC

PLEASE ACCEPT MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RECENT APPOINTMENT; .

HAVING WORKED WITH YOU IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE TLINGIT AND HAIDA
INDIANS I KNOW THAT WITH YOUR PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS YOUR
APPOINTMENT WILL ASSURE FAIR AND EQUITABLE TREATMENT AND THE
GREATEST BENEFITS TO ALL INDIANSe MAY I WISH YOU CONTINUED
SUCCESS IN YOUR NEW ENDEAVOR

THRADORE R DENNY | O
TLINGIT AND HAIDA. , 6
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FOUNDED MARCH 12, 1912

March 28, 1966

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett

Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Department of Interior

C Street between 18th and 19th Streets, N.W.
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I am happy to send you my sincere congratulations upon your
appointment by President Johnson to the position of Commissioner
of Indian Affairs.

The Girl Scout organization is proud of its long association with
the Bureau. We are especially pleased that a memorandum of
cooperation between our two organizations will soon be sent to
all of your officers throughout the country as well as to all of
our Girl Scout regions and councils. It is our hope that this
reaffirmation of friendship will foster closer relationships

in the future.

I send you my best wishes for success in your new office.
Sincerely yours,

Bocscarl B ]

Louise A. Wood
National Executive Director

CHARTERED BY CONGRESS MARCH 18, 1950
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March 29, 1966

Mr. Robert L, Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C., 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Please accept my sincere congratulations
on your appointment to your present position, You have a
tremendous responsibility, as you well realize,

While our Company has had contacts here-
tofore with the Bureau, particularly in the Yakima area of
Washington, we are looking forward to the associations we
may have in Alaska,

I enjoyed getting acquainted with you in
Washington and hope to meet with you again, After we met,
I was in Juneau and became acquainted with Mr. Morken, who
succeeded you in Alaska,

Sincerely,
" /

PAUL M. DUNN

PMD/ jah
c/o St. Regis Paper Company
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il urtle Mountain Plant ‘
BULOVA WATCH COMPANY, INC.

ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA
ZIP NO. 58367

March 29, 1966

M:. Robert LaFollette Bennett ? : / 490
Commissioner of Indian Affairs ‘ «
Washington, D. C. :

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Congratulations to you on your appointment as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

The Turtle Mountain Plant employs one hundred
and fifteen Indians at the Rolla site. These are highly :
skilled employees and are a credit to the Indian race. -

Your predecessor, Phileo Nash, visited the
Turtle Mountain Plant. It is our hope that you will
also visit with us so that we can meet you personally
and show you aur people at work and our manufacturing

facilities.

v ' Cordially,

A fll

R. M. Schultz
General Manage

RMS:mml




BUSINESS MANAGEMENT SERVICE

RAY C. GOETTING
X B X S0% X266 WIKDAK SEXATION
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO

ATWATER 7-4512

105 North Second
March 29, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commisgsioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Department of the Interior
Washington, D, C.

Dear Bob:

I think it 1s particularly encouraging to find an Indian
appointed as Commissioner, and I certainly offer my congra-
tulations, It was nice visiting with you by telephone and
enclosed is the suggestion I referred to as having been sub-
mitted to the New Mexico Commission on Indian Affairs, Since
that time the Commission has replaced its Executive Director
and Wendell Chinc has become President of NCAI. John Rainer
of Taos tells me they will get back to the business at hand
shortly.

Nevertheless, the idea coul@ be modified to enlighten the
All1-Pueblo Council, any tribe, or the BIA if performed by
someone with independent status, Certain resistance exists
1f the analyst were strictly a Government Employee but a
number of local Indians in each tribe feel they need someone
obligated to them to prepare such of their desires as would
be considered in developing their programs. Since they have
very few who would qualify as analysts I felt I should make
the attempt to offer my services.

The enclosure reflects examples and may not appear to make
sense but I think you will understand the scheme. I would
surely appreciate your reviewing 1t and if possible discuss
it with you this next trip to this area.

With all my best wishe8 in your new assignment, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Ray C. G e%%ing



PAUL V. MCCARTHY, M. D.

PAUL R. LEON, M. D.
RADIOLOGISTS
PROFESSIONAL ARTS BUILDING
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA

29 March 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I congratulate vou on your recent appointment as Chief of the BIA., My
best wishes to your wife,

Most sincerely yours,

Pau V.%Mc\értgv,/\d.m

PVM:swn



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES AR %& i6
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR JTV
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Pinon Boarding School
Pinon, Arizona

March 29, 1966

ATR MAIL _—

Mr. Robert Bennett =
Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs § w
Bureau of Indian Affairs ;
Washinton D. C,. | e

Dear Mr, Bennett:

In reading a Washington newsletter last night, I noticed where President
Johnson has nominated you for Commissioner of Indian Affairs., I am sure,
our Indian people all over the United States are as happy and pleased as

I am over the final bresk through towards this timely Indian recognition.
Under your leadership, I look forward to seeing much accomplishments in
the Indian bureau programs. The Indians are aware of their needs but they
must have sympathetic, understanding and sincere people to help them work
out their many problems,

I know you must be terribly busy in your job and I have been hesitant

about calling on you for help. On March 9, I filed my application for \\
Housing Development Officer position in the Juneau Area Office. As you
know, I have a great desire to return to Alaska as I feel, I have an
obligation, a commitment and a contribution to make towards a better future
for our Alaska Natives. Anything you can do to strengthen my bid for the
Housing Development Officer job in Juneau will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

21 ;\.77”] 1%/¢c/klfié47k,/’
: Joseph M. Kahklen




DEVILS LAKE STOUX TRIBE
JOHN F, KENNEDY CENTER
FORT TOTTEN, NORTH DAKOTA

March 30, 1966

Robert Bennett

Indian Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner:

We congratulate you on your designation as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and trust and hope your appointment will be
confirmed.

Our hearts are warmed and our hopes are stirred by the
prospect that a person of Indian Origin will occupy this office.

Now, understanding of our problems will have a better
chance of penetrating the policies, procedures, and attitudes
of the Bureau. We hope that if the Devils Lake Sioux Reserva-
tion becomes a full agency that you will consult with the Tribal
Council before you act on the appointment of a Superintendent.
Cne of the most difficult problems to resolve in our relation-~

ships with the Bureau is overcoming the breakdown of communications

between us because of failure of local personnel to comprehend or
consider our viewpoint.

Thus--we hope your tenure in this office is rewarding to you
and to us--and that you will consider our request as a step in
this direction.

Very truly yours,

DEVILS LAKE SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL :

jé;%ivadcyﬁ )Zi;zﬂvaaa./"~~[;2;é,,éjégﬁ;7né77

\
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS COMMERCIAL

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER CABLE ADDRESS
SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS HICOTT SAIPAN

96950

March 30, 1966

Personal

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Bob:

I noted in our copy of the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents,
dated March 21, 1966, the notice of intent by President Johnson to
nominate you as Commissioner of Indian Affairs., We were all aware
that this was in the wind but it has now come to pass and you are
preparing to embark on what will undoubtedly be the most challenging,
the most difficult and (I hope) the most satisfying years of your
life, I have often felt that Commissioner of Indian Affairs was

one of the most difficult and thankless jobs one might have the mis-
fortune to get in the government. In spite of this, I am also aware
that it is probably one of the most challenging and you bring to it
a wealth of experience. My best wishes go with you as you assume
this exceedingly important post.

I wish it had been possible for Philleo to assume the position of
High Commissioner here. With his background and understanding he
would have been outstanding. In the meantime, we rock along with
no firm decision concerning the announcement of our top position.

I trust all goes well with you and that I will have an opportunity to
visit from time to time when I may be in Washington., Please give
Cleota our best regards.

Sincerely,

N |
\\ AV

i
Jages Hawkins
Asgistant, Commissioner,
Coi y Services



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Rosebud Agency
Rosebud, South Dakota
57570

March 30, 1966
PERSONAL
Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Dear Mr. Bennett:

I was very happy to read in the paper that you are now the new
: Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I had heard many rumors concerning
, /?465 the fact you were going to be the Commissioner, Now it is a reality
/ ft and I assure you I am very pleased.

The recent terrific storm we had in this area brought to mind our

trip to the Communications School at Durango, Colorado back a few
years ago. You will recall when we went over Wolf's Pass what a
terrific blizzard we ran into. We also had a long our good friend

Syd Mortensen on this particular occasion. Another trip that I recall
was when we attended the conference at Phoenix, Arizona when Gene
Barrett accompanied you and I, I think Gene still feels that we over
played our hands giving him a rough time nearly all the way to Phoenix,
About every time I talk with Gene he mentions this trip and the kidding
he had to take from both of us, I recall some of those trips as the
highlights of my 33 years with the Bureau.

I hope that your tenure as Commissioner of Indian Affairs is unusually
successful which I know it will be, You have had a great deal of
experience in all parts of the Indian Service as well as various
locations, I assure you I sincerely wish you much success in the
future. Will be looking forward to seeing you if you ever come to
this area, If I can be of any assistance in any way, shape or form,
please feel free to call upon me.

Sincerely yours,

Aot WSkt

Harold W, Schunk
Superintendent



ALASKA NATIVE BROTHERHOOD
Camp No. 2
Juneau, Alaska

March 30, 1966

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:
The ANB and ANS Camp No. 2, Juneau congratulates you on your recent

appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Best wishes for a productive

and fruitful administration.

Respectively,

/fﬂf;;/{?‘.é‘/l? {:/tf{lf/:vt A
Amos Wallace, President

Stella Martin, President
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Ronan, Montana
March 31, 1966

Honorable Robert Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C, 20240

Dear Mr. Bennett:

We have been informed that you have been appointed Commissioner
of Indian Affairs. Your appointment appears to us to be of great value
to the Indian people because of your long experience in working with
Indians.

We want you to know that at a special session of the
Montana Inter-Tribal Policy Board in Helena, Montana on March 25, 1966,
the Board voted to pledge its cooperation and support of your
administration of the Bureau.

We are looking forward to working with you and we want
to express our appreciation to the Secretary of the Interior for your
appointment as Commissioner., Please accept our congratulations.

Sincerely yours,

Montana Inter~Tribal Policy Board

Leo Sias, Secretary-Treasurer

LS:rmc
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OFFICERS:

NEZ PERCE TREATY RICHARD A. HALFMOON, CHAIRMAN
JUNE 11, 1855 ANGUS A. WILSON, VICE-CHAIRMAN
March 3 1, 19 66 - RICHARD M. ELLENWOOD, SECRETARY
- . PHIL D. TYPES, TREASURER

MEMBERS:

JESSE GREENE, ASST. SECY.-TREAS.
MOSE THOMAS, CHAPLAIN

FRANK W. PENNEY

HARRISON LOTT

9'/7 T C€< TRIBAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

VICTOR 3-2661

Honorable Robert 1L.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

The Nez Perce Indian Tribe of Idaho salutes you and extends its most cordial
felicitations on your appointment as Commissioner

We are thrilled that an American Indian now heads the important agency of our
Federal government dealing with the complex problems facing our Indian people

in this Supersonic Age. Few, if any, have ever attained this high post with a back-
ground of experience and leadership in the administrative field such as yours. In
addition, we know that you will approach the Indians' problems from an inherent
and sympathetic viewpoint.

Many of our members had the good fortune to become acquainted when you were in
Lewiston for the National Congress of American Indians. All of us await your
earliest return visit as our "Chief".

Our Tribe stands ready at all times to assist you as you lead the crusade for pro-
tection of Indian rights and the attainment of the American Indians' just role in
the Great Society.

S ———

Sincergly”a\nd respectfully,

; E ]
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Chalrman Vice- C‘halx‘man

/' i L(L L( j/ (?/ Cir b e O£ <7»Z ,\ vrw / 2&/ %‘f’/{&'ﬁ'g&’t”v)
> Tregburer sk

//ie;b,c_, QJZL/@M %Wo%ﬂw

T hieyRl e Chaplain
/'\TZQT‘LLJC']J chT’ i 5
Member Yo

/] ,
M /G/ZU - VLM,Z/ZQ

° ‘i\ﬁembef






	A2001.005.043.088
	A2001.005.043.089
	A2001.005.043.090
	A2001.005.043.091
	A2001.005.043.092
	A2001.005.043.093
	A2001.005.043.094
	A2001.005.043.095
	A2001.005.043.096
	A2001.005.043.097
	A2001.005.043.098
	A2001.005.043.099
	A2001.005.043.100
	A2001.005.043.101
	A2001.005.043.102
	A2001.005.043.103
	A2001.005.043.104
	A2001.005.043.105
	A2001.005.043.106
	A2001.005.043.107
	A2001.005.043.108
	A2001.005.043.109
	A2001.005.043.110
	A2001.005.043.111
	A2001.005.043.112
	A2001.005.043.113
	A2001.005.043.114
	A2001.005.043.115
	A2001.005.043.116
	A2001.005.043.117
	A2001.005.043.118
	A2001.005.043.119
	A2001.005.043.120
	A2001.005.043.121
	A2001.005.043.122
	A2001.005.043.123
	A2001.005.043.124
	A2001.005.043.125
	A2001.005.043.126
	A2001.005.043.127
	A2001.005.043.128
	A2001.005.043.129
	A2001.005.043.130
	A2001.005.043.131
	A2001.005.043.132
	A2001.005.043.133
	A2001.005.043.134
	A2001.005.043.135
	A2001.005.043.136
	A2001.005.043.137
	A2001.005.043.138
	A2001.005.043.139
	A2001.005.043.140
	A2001.005.043.141
	A2001.005.043.142
	A2001.005.043.143
	A2001.005.043.144
	A2001.005.043.145
	A2001.005.043.146
	A2001.005.043.147
	A2001.005.043.148
	A2001.005.043.149
	A2001.005.043.150
	A2001.005.043.151
	A2001.005.043.152
	A2001.005.043.153
	A2001.005.043.154

