COMMISSIONER

FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

April 1, 1966

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I was pleasantly surprised to read about your
recent nomination to be the new Commissioner of Indian
Affairs., When I think of your birth place on the Oneida
Indian Reservation in Outagaimie County it brings back
fond memories of the days I played golf at the Onedia
Golf and Riding Club - I outsliced everybody.

May I wish you every success in your new
assignment.

Sincerely yours,

2 2l e 2

aVERN R. DILWEG.
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA 58367

PHONE 440

April 4, 1966

Mr. Robert Bennett

Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob laFollette Bennett:

Your middle name suggests your parents were liberal minded and, of course,
Republicans. I always suspected you were a Republican, but the news item
suggests the social case history as determined by the administration has,
like a lot of other social case histories, a void.

In any case I wish you all the luck in the world and I know you will do
& good Jjob. Needless to say if you feel I could be of any assistance in
the Senate confirming your appointment - if it is & Senate confirmed
appointment -« Jjust let me know.

I regret that following confirmation of your appointment and as a matter
in keeping with a long established principle, I will have to be opposed
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and his current policies. Or
would it be more accurate to say I will have to oppose the lack of
Indian affairs policies (those against the State Department seem to
always oppose the State Department on the grounds it has no foreign
policy, whatever that is). Besides this, over the years I have noted
tribal politicians before election of necessity are against the BIA -
after election they seem to be part of the BIA.

Si?erely »

AL

Good luck to you, Bob.

JBH :mk //
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THURBER'S

April L, 1966

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

Congratulations on your nomination for the position
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

We would be quite honored if you would accept the
invitation to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to
be our guest speaker at the June 10, 1966, Noon
Luncheon. Please refer to the letter of February
28 to Philleo Nash. Would you cover the subject
requested or would you prefer to outline changes
and/or new policies and objectives of the BIA?

You will note that very few Federal Employees were
invited to participate due to the memberships' re-
quest that participation be confined to the State
level. I do notshare this general feeling as most
Indian work and programs are sponsored by BIA and
we need to be informed concerning your work. For
this reason I feel that your presence is greatly
needed at the meeting.

If you can be present on June 8, I would appreciate
your participation in the Education Discussion Group.

Our best wishes in your new position and I shall
look forward to your acceptance to be with us on the
19th GIIC National Conference.

ﬁnrs very truly,
é?ter g. gioemer
Chairman ,f

WWB/nb



FECBREN «]JAcoBS

515 Commodore = Park View Apts.
COLLINGSWOOD 6, NEW JERSEY

Phone: ULysses 4-3356
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“WIEN ALASKA

ALASKA'S FIRST AIRLINE - FAIRBANKS - ALASKA

P ® O. BOX"' 2199
Juneau, “laska
April L, 1966

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, ©.

Dear Mr, Bennett:

Congratulations and all success on your recent appointment
as Commissioner of Idian Affairs. Wonderful, and we
are all very happy and proud for you.

We sincerely hope that in the very near future we will
see you and some of your staff on a grand tour of
hlaskas; and especially Northwestern Alaska.

Kindest personal regards to you and yours.

Sincerely,
re |
7 7 P
L S /
/ﬁgjﬁi'”4<z4é%;/
Pearse M., Walsh

Airmail Saves Time * Reply to Wien Alaska Airlines, Inc. Box 3009, Fairbanks, Alaska



4008 E. AvALON DRr.
PHOENIX, AR1ZONA
ApriIL 4, 1966

DEAR BoB:

LoTs OF THINGS COULD BE SAID AND | COULD EVEN
GET OUT THE DICTIONARY AND TRY TO LOOK UP SOME FANCY WORDS,
BUT IT WOULDN'T SOUND LIKE ME, so CONGRATULATIONS!

| WAS HAPPY TO READ IN THE PAPER WHERE YOU WERE
BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE POST OF COMMISSIONER AND KEPT AN
EAGLE EYE WATCHING FOR THE FINAL WORD TO COME THROUGH. |
HEAR SO LITTLE ABOUT THE BIA sINCE | AM WITH THE PuBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE.

You HAVE A TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY BUT HAVE
PROVEN YOURSELF CAPABLE AND | PERSONALLY FEEL THAT AT LONG
LAST THE INDIANS HAVE THE BEST LEADERSHIP IT IS POSSIBLE FOR
THEM TO HAVE,

SINCERELY,

)

GENEVA E. THOMAS
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Colorado
1666

of

of Indian Affairs
our former Superi
ey, nd

l:tely and ;our

o

ntendent
g -y = 1"‘;’3

Remember our fi
sure arrangenents can be nade to go again,

sh fry? Anytime you come out our way I am
Ty

Sincerely yours,

Nl

72
Isaac Peacock, dJr.

Ay



Department Ministere
Y of Northern Affairs du Nord canadien et
CANADA and National Resources Deputy Minister des Ressources nationales Sous-ministre

Ottawa 2, April 6, 1966.

Mr. Robert L. Bennett,
Acting Commissioner,
United States Department

of the Interior,
Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D.Ce. 20242,
UsS.A.

Dear Bob:

I was very pleased to receive your letter of March 30th. We were quite
surprised in Canada to hear about the gquick change in the Bureau because
we knew that you had only recently moved to Washington from Alaska.

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your appointment to
this important post. It was clear to all of us when we met you in
Scottsdale that despite your heavy responsibilities as Area Director in
Alaska you were destined to assume even greater burdens. On behalf of
everyone in Indian Affairs in Canada I wish you the very best in your

new assignment. Above all, I hope you will continue to enjoy the good
health so necessary to enable you to face the heavy demands of your office.

I have no immediate plans to be in Washington but if the occasion does
arise I assure you that it will be a pleasure to visit with you. May I
say that you are equally welcome in Canada, and if time should permit
please come to see us. We might even arrange some weekend fishing if
this should interest you.

Yours sincerely,

e

ReF. Battle,
Assistant Deputy Minister
(Indian Affairs{.
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FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY

(A FEpERAL CHARTER CORPORATION) FORT BELKNAP COMMUN[TY COUNC"..
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY
dae L s . o honaenis HARLEM, MONTANA

ASSINIBOINE AND GROS VENTRE TRIBES OF
THE FORT BELKNAP INDIAN RESERVATION)

April 8, 1966
DATE

Honorable Rebert Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Bennett:

We wish to offer our congratulations to you on your appeintment as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

We have been informed of your past experience in working with the
Indian people, and this will certainly be of value to you in your
new position.

We wish to extend an invitation te you to visit' us at Fort Belknap
whenever your duties will permit. We are looking forward to meeting
you and working with you.

Again our CONGRATULATIONS.

Sincerely

Dorance Horseman, Chairman

DH/yb



MRs. ROBERT HORNE
NAYTAHWAUSH
MINNESOTA 56566
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MRs. ROBERT HORNE
NAYTAHWAUSH
MINNESOTA 56566
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SoutH DAxora
BapTIST
CONVENTION

|

SoutH DAKOTA
DiscIpPLES
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OF
SoutH DaxoTa

DaxoTra CONFERENCE
EVANGELICAL
UNITED
BRETHREN

LuTHERAN CHURCH
IN AMERICA
RED RivErR VALLEY
SyNop

Daxora
CONFERENCE
THE METHODIST
CHURCH

UNITED
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CuurcH, U.S.A.

SYNOD OF
SoutrH DAKOTA

2 CONGREGATIONS OF
RerorMED CHURCH
IN AMERICA

SoutH DAKOTA
CONFERENCE
UnrtEp CHURCH
or CHRIST

, § A 20y
. 4 & Esdn 3
U

South Dakota (PCouncil of (Churches

Qms ‘-
)

Rev. OrviLLE M. HEPLER

CrURCH WORLD SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

PostorricE Box 1304
858 DakoTA AVENUE SOUTH

Huron, SoutH Dakora

Rev. CALVIN PETERSEN 57850
TeELEPHONE: AREA CopE 605
OrFIcE: 352-6529

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
TevLErHONE: HOME 352-4524

TeLEPHONE: HoME 352-8098

Rev. JaMES SELMSER

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
CHEYENNE-EAGLE BurTE ScrooL

Eagle Butte, South Dakota

Mr. Robert Bennett
Acting Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C,

Dear Bob,

Congratulations on your nomination as the Commissioner
of the Bureau of Indian Affairse I heartily concur with Dr.
Ben Riefel and others that you should definitely get the
appointments In the years that I have shared information
and programs together at the National Fgllowship of Indian
Workers meetings I have always appreciated the challenge and
the practical knowledge you have given us. Sometimes you
have jolted us good and hard when we really needed it}

I am leaving the work as Co-ordinator of Religious
Activities at Cheyenne-Eagle Butte School and going to Denver
to be the Director of the Colorado Migrant Ministry for the
Colorado Council of Churchese Maybe I can find a good excuse
toéget to the next National Fellowship meeting in Sante Fe in
19671

Best wishes to you and your familye.

Sincerely,

ames Le Selmser



Lado A, Kozely

12, rue du Temple Neuf
67 Strasbourg, France

April 8, 1966

Mr, Robert L, Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Bennett:

I am happy to convey to you, so soon again, my sincere
congratulations to your high appointment, and wish you all the
success in your new job,

Please find enclosed a copy of my letters which I wrote
today to my friends in the U, S. Senate and which are expressing
my cordial feelings for you.

T also use of this opportunity to thank you for your own
expressions of your personal feelings toward me.

Very truly yours,



April 11,1966
Dear Bob -

. I read in the San Francisco Chronicle of your
recent appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Coneratulations! Aren't you pleased with the hich
status vou have achieved after your many years service
in the Bureau? LBJ couldn't have chosen a more
dedicated or better qualified person, and I know
vou will meet the ch2llenge of your new position
with much enthusiasm.

My son 2nd I will be returning to Salt Iake City
the first of June after spending his first school year
in California, If vou have occasion to come our way
in your travels, and if your busy schedule permits, it
would be g00d to hear from yvou.

The best of luck 2nd many good wishes for vou.

Sincerely yours,
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Ares. Bipscter

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS /)Vfﬁ

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 97% é// /
820 SOUTH MAIN W

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA
57401

April 11, 1966

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

It is indeed a privilege and a pleasure for us to congratulate you
upon your appointment as Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, You are most deserving of this honor from the standpoint
of yourself as a person and your abilities, and from the standpoint
that you are a representative of the Indian people.

We know that the job will be a most difficult one. We know you,
however, and that you will give your total effort to meeting its
challenges. May we as your old co-workers and as representatives
of the Aberdeen Area Office assure you of our complete and total
cooperation., May we assure you also that we will do everything we
can to make your job easier., We are on your '"wave length." We
will appreciate at all times your suggestions and your guidance.

We are indeed fortunate to have a man of your leadership as our
Commissioner. We know that we are all here for one reason and
that is because of the Indian people. We will do our part in
helping you to realize this purpose.

Sincerely yours,

)32??&7:‘;; 79,15?n294;ﬁ;u//

Area Direifor

Assi

Area Directo;;h’///,//
Assistant Area Director /




Crass OF SERVICE - SYMBOLS s
This is a fast message DL =Day Letter
unless its deferred char- NL =Night Letter

acter is indicated by the W. P. MARSHALL TEI EGR & M R. W. McFALL
CHAIRMAN .OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT LThir;ttféle‘:la_lge({:garlam
®

proper symbol.

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination

LLHO21 (13)CTAO077 PRAO13 ggﬂﬁR,2
002 M
PR JXA005 NL PD TDJU JUNEAU ALASKA 11

ROBERT A BENNETT

_ CARE BUR INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHDC

WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE CONFIRMATION OF YOUR
PRESIOENTIAL APPOINTMENT BY THE SENATE ASCOMMISSIONER

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. PLEASE EXCEPT OUR BEST |55 258

WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL AND HAPPY CAREER IN YOUR |5 Eoa

NEW POSITION : _:g Cé
ELEANOR HINKE PRESIDENT BIA ASSOCs o2 o

M)“ \- ‘ : ‘ !

SF1201(R2-65) - _
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1/ WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

SIATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER | BOX 2719 — JUNEAU

April 12, 1966

Honorable Robert L.. Bennett :
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

Congratulations on your appointment as Commissioner of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. I can think of no one more qualified to handle the
very difficult job facing you. If I or any of my associates in the De-
partment of Public Safety can be of help to you at any time, we will
be more than pleased.

We missed you at the annual Rotary Variety Show and we assume
you're putting on one of your own in Washington. I hope you will be
able to visit us this summer.

Best wishes to you.

Sincerely yours,

7 Wi
Martin B[ Underwood
Commissioner



High Twelve Club of Oak Park

MEETS EVERY FRIDAY . OAK PARK ARMS HOTEL

OAK PARK, ILL.

April 13, 1966

Mr., Robert Lemnett
Washington, DeCe

Dear Mre. Bennetts

Our mutual friend, Albert Cobe, was in my office today,
and he told me about you and your recent appointment as
Commissioner of the Indian Bureaus Congratulationse

Al gave me an idea here in QOak Park, where I am the
erennial program director for the High Twelve Club of
ek Parke The idea is to have you as a guest speaker

of the club some time when you are in this vicinitye

Oak Park is a municipality ®that adjoins Chicago on the
weste The High Twelve Club is a service club with a
membership of 169 business and professional men, and
executivess

High Twelvians meet each Friday noon for a luncheon and
a program at the Oak Park Arms Hoteles The hotecl is a
half hour west of the Loope

A bus shuttles between the hotel and the airports and
the Loope We furnish a room at the hotel for our
guests of honore That included the wifee

If and when you are in this area you have my standing
invitation to come out and be our guest of honor., Tell
us about the Bureau of Indian Affairse

Recently I spent a month on and around the Indian Res=

niae Ve enjoyed our trip, but would like to see the
Indisns have something besides the desert landse

Come and break bread with us and autograph our femed
guest book, and be immortalizede.

Sincerely yours,

X @ < des 7 .;c"H AR

Claude Towne



' COCIE C v o BOR
FATHER JULES M. CONVERT, , J. SOCIETY O Eas P 49 &l
CATHOLIC CHURCH AAICCIAN o
KALTAG, ALASKA 99748 - ’ %@58\3‘3’0#@ -;ui fd .nj =
Mr. Robert L. Bernett .
¢ " : b = s
Commissicner - BIA i 2 %=
Washington, D. C. April 13, 1966 _. ,
Pow T
| =) 2
Dear lir. DPennett: i 2= o
H 3 =
g & 00 . . T . s
The radio just announced the confirmation of @ &5

your appointment to new and great responsibilities: this is
truly a red letter day for Alaska and all your many friends of
the North. Please asccept my sircere corgritulations snd the
assurrance of my prayers assist you in the task, so difficult
but also so rich in potentialities.

I had followed with interest in the papers the questiornring
befores the Senate Committee, and appreciated your srswers. May
I express a personal wish at this time? It is to see the education
~of our Native Youngsters better geared to a good life in the
rural envarornment of their village; it will be years and years
before oue State catch up with the economic patterns of older
industrialized states and I believe our first step during this
period of transition between Stone Age and Atomic Age is the
creation and development of a simple and rural culture. Only
a relatively small number of our Eskimos and Tndians of the
real Bush Country can possibly succeed in an academicly oriented
school and higher education, and the needs of these have certainly
to be met, but I believe that for the present they are. What
really bothers me is to see the larger number of young peonle
pushed too fast from one culture to the other... and practically
falling by the woyside. It is for these I'd like to see a real
study made of possible rural life, gtill depending to a groat
extent on traditional subs1stence rcsources, but these being
explioited more efficiently; new ones shou.d also be explored and
developped. But by now I believe you are familiar with ny own
line of thought, and I won't insist more at this time.

You may be interested that we have recently found a qua-
lified and devoted layman to relieve me in great yart of the
extra load I have assumed for quite a few years now to help
our parishiorners in developpping their human surrolrdings.

Mr. Paul Dixon of Anchorage, formerly with the State Division
of Aviation has been hired to work at the detzils of »larring

and making and keeping the necessary contacts with all Agencies
involved as it aypears that possibilities are mary rnow with the
naticnal Prograzms against Poverty. Confidentially, I had hoped
our Fhurches 80010—Eoonom1c Commi ttee could have spornsor~d this
but there weres sitatic lelaying imrediate actior, so for

the pre sent we wbnt it alone, but I hope that in a not too

distant fvtura the man can represent us all and work fov zle 12
villages where the reeds are V:'swcc bty and who so ofter

are the ones who need that grassroot assistance as they don't
know what can be done, nor how to do it.



Again, thavk you for the wonderrul relatiorship
establisbed while you were ir Juneau, and my congratulations
for a promotion well deserved. WMay God bless you.

Truly yours,

e C—Q“’":ZL

Fr. Jules M. Convert, S.J.
Svperior, Alaska Jesuit Missions



10830 S. W. Berkshire Street.
Portland, Oregon 97225
April 14, 1966

Dear Bob:

Congratulations! I was happy and very pleased to learn of your
appointment and subsequent confirmation as Commissioner of
Indian Affairs. Your selection for this important place in
government affairs is a most well deserved recognition of your
ability as an able administrator and a leader amoung men both
in and out of government. I am confident you will have a very
successful administration in the task of leading the programs
and operations of the Bureau and assisting Indians to continue
to move forward in the ever-changing and complicated society
of present-day America. Again, my congratulations and best wishes
for every success. ‘

Marion joins me in wishing you the best of everything in your
new role and in sending our regards to Mrs. Bennett.

Sincerely

N—
R. D. Holtz

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.
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RALPH J. RIVERS - MEMBER:
ALASKA INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
PusLic WORKS COMMITTEE
LEwIS AND CLARK TRAIL COMMISSION
CHAIRMAN:

Congress of the United States o
%uuge ut Reptesentatihes RECREATION SUBCOMMITTEE
Washington, B.C. : ,

April 14, 1966

Mr, Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Department of the Interior
Interior Building
Washington, D, C. 20240

Dear Mr, Bennett:
In the absence of Mr, Rivers, who is in Alaska, I

wish to congratulate you on being confirmed by the
Senate to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

With best personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

-

Administrative Assistanfﬁto
Ralph J. Rivers, M, C,



maeriun f
Milligan Manor

Lake Metigoshe Bottineau, N. Dak. 58318

Apnil 1% 1966

Dear Bob, - :
(ongratulations on the appoiniment and sincene wishes for a
didtle congressional cooperation. J am encloaing a ten poini program J
outlined uhen J was (xecutive Dinecion of the North Dakoza Indian Affains
(ommiasion, A Little of #his has been implemented by a'{ze p&eaemf goven~
 On Jpdians c'fzaom'ng thein projecits, the Tiile Eive Program on.
luritle Mountain Reservation is my pride and joy. I justifies .f/ze entine
program, but F,lodten can'# get off the ground.

Frankly, J feel an all-out aittack ai Fi.Totten wsing the existing
agencies could solve the problen, A factonry, privately ouned, one which
wuld employ whites as well as Indians, fully subsidized by #he government
untid it could be self-sustaining and profitable uwuld work miracles, o

, ﬁhﬁmmdjmwmwieﬁaﬂegw@m}g?mwﬁ
Rolla, This is a Hype of. project thait would {ii F2. Todten. Some indusiry
easential in defence whene ufenw aAA@nbled are nok 6w(/ey and zf/za:w,w/zzfaaan ;
a minimun problem,

v 9 bope #o make com‘ac;f uu‘/z mnwneméle Sena.z’ww and Cangxmmen
in boh pa/zf.cw o g,we you Aappa/zi. ‘

Land Of The Shiny Mountains
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

INCORPORATED

160 North Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102

GiLBERT F. WHITE
Chairman AREA CODE 215 LOcusTt 3-9372

HENRY J. CADBURY
Honorary Chairman

Corin W. BELL
Executive Secretary

April 14, 1966

Robert L, Bennett

Commissioner of Indian Affairs .
Bureau of Indian Affairs oo
Department of the Interior :
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Commissioner Bennett: ;

On behalf of the American Indian Program of the
American Friends Service Committee, I would like to
congradulate you on your appointment as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and to wish you well in your very
difficult and challenging new job., Several AFSC pro-
grams have benefitted in the past from your cooperation
and helpful consideration, If there is anything we can
do to help make your task of improving federal services
to American Indians easier, please do not hesitate to
call on us. I am sure you will, in turn, be hearing
from us on occasion.

We share the hopes of American Indians across
the country that the years ahead will bring increased
prosperity and opportunity for them. We look forward
to working in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian
Affairs to help turn their hope into reality.

Sincerely,

Pam Coe
National Representative
American Indian Program

PC:rk
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WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR /. . 5051 - suncau
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY ﬂxmmm

April 15, 1966

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs S—_—
Washington, D.C. =

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Congratulations on your recent appointment as Commissioner
of Indian Affiars.

It is a special pleasure to know a person of your caliber
and capabilities who is assuming the vast responsibilities
of such an important position and service to the Indian people
and to the Nation. I'm sure you will do a good job.

I'm enclosing some clippings from the local newspaper
that you may enjoy reading.. Also, I should like to take this
opportunity to thank you for the part you played in getting me
appointed to the position of Director of the Alaska State
Rural Development Agency. Your opinion carried a lot of weight
I'm sure. It is a pretty tough pressure type job but I'm
grateful for the opportunity. Thanks again.

Please accept my best wishes for your continuing success.
7] '
)/// * 7/ & 7
/%fﬂgﬂ4%¢¢ny’J( y42/104é/

Ransom F. Dick, Director
Rural Development Agency

RFD: jb
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Phone:. 262-0620 Marian E. Gridley

w AMERINDIAN

AMERICAN INDIAN REVIEW
April 15, 1966

1263 WEST PRATT BLVD. #909 + CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626

Mr., Robert L., Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob:

Now that you are "official™ I would like to tell you again how
delighted I am that you are the choice. You not only have my
congratulations, but my deepest compassion for you are in a
most challenging and difficult situation. I know that you are
equal to the challenge but situations such as this can often
be extremely frustrating.

I am planning to feature your appointment as a front page story
with picture. If you can have a recent picture sent me, it will
be appreciated, or one "in conference," or whatever.

Also, I would like to make this somewhat of an interview story.
Will you put down some things that you especially want said - and
T will shape the questions to fit. I see that the National Indian
Youth Council is already on a scalping party. I do not like that
group; there may be something you will want to say in answer to
them without mentioning them by name.

T hope that we can book you now for the Indian Achievement Award
dinner which will be on Saturday, Septembqrﬂé&§p§wNaturally, we

do not know who will win™8t thi§early ‘date - but I think that you
should be the ma jor speaker.

Another thing - your name now appears on page 2 of Amerindian as é;
a member of the Advisory Board. Now that you are Commissioner is ”
it permissable for this name to appear?

With kindest regards,

Sincerely, B
e O, ;.Aq w&y
G:em / Editor /4 4

4
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HOTEL BEVERLY

ZETA PSI EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

125 EAST 50Tu STREET ¢ NEW YORK 22, N. Y. o PLAzA 2-5270

SO I
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April 15, 1966

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob:

Needless to say the whole Bruce Clan rejoiced in the
news that you are the new '"long waited for" Indian Commissioner.
We offer you our most sincere and wholehearted congraduzlations,
At last those in power have recognized that maybe one of our own
can set the pace for what needs to be done., I hope that every
recognized Indian with get behind you and cooperate. We are very
fortunate in having someone with your knowledge, background and
experience assume this responsibility.

Good luck to you and if I can be helpful, please let me
know. All best wishes for your success.

Vefy truly yours,
A 1

Louis R. Bruce, Jr.
1lrb/en Executive Director
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