
COMM ISSIONER 

I . (u(3 _ 

FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

April 1, 1966 

I was pleasantly surprised to read about your 
recent nomination to be the new Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. When I think of your birth place on the Oneida 
Indian Reservation in Outagaimie County it brings back 
fond memories of the days I played golf at the Onedia 
Golf and Riding Club - I outsliced everybody. 

May I wish you every success in your new 
assignment. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. Robert Bennett 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA 58367 

PHONE 440 

April 4, 1966 

Assistant Camnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department or the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob LaFollette Bennett: 

Your middle name suggests your parents were liberal. minded and, of course, 
Republicans. I always suspected you were a Republican, but the news 1 tein 
suggests the social ease history as determined by the administration has, 
like a lot of other social case histories, a void. · 

In any ease I wish you all the luck in the world and I know you will do 
a good Job. Needless to say if you feel I could be of any assistance in 
the Senate confirming your appointment - if it is a Senate confirmed 
appointment - Just let me know. 

I regret that following confirmation of your appointment and as a matter 
in keeping with a long established principle, I will have to be opposed 
to the Camnissioner of Indian Affairs and his current policies. Or 
would it be more accurate to say I will have to 91>pose the lack of 
Indian affairs policies (those against the State Department seem to 
always oppose the State Department on the grounds it has no foreign 
policy, whatever that is). :Besides this, over the years I have noted 
tribal politicians before election of necessity are against the BIA -
after election they seem to be part of the BIA. 

Good luck to you, Bob. 

Sin rely, 

1£ ~ ,l.-,1 II 
-.; ,., ohn B. vH4z,t 

JBH:mk 
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April 4, 1966 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

Congratulations on your nomination for the position 
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

We would be quite honored if you would accept the 
invitation to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to 
be our guest speaker at the June 10, 1966, Noon 
Luncheon. Please refer to the letter of February 
28 to Philleo Nash. Would you cover the subject 
requested or would you prefer to outline changes 
and/or new policies and objectives of the BIA? 

You will note that very few Federal Employees were 
invited to participate due to the memberships' re­
quest that participation be confined to the State 
level. I do notshare this general feeling as most 
Indian work and programs are sponsored by BIA and 
we need to be informed concerning your work. For 
this reason I feel that your presence is greatly 
needed at the meeting. 

If you can be present on June 8, I would appreciate 
your participation in the Education Discussion Group. 

Our best wishes in your new position and I shall 
look forward to your acceptance to be with us on the 
19th GIIC National Conference. 

Jorrs very , truly, w~ 
Chairman •ut;jmt;j/ 

r 

WWB/nb 





WIEN AL 
ALASKA'S F I R S T AIRLINE FAIRBANKS· ALASKA 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. G 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

P.O. Box-2199 
Juneau, n.laska 
April 4, 1966 

Congratulations and all success on your recent appointment 
as Commissioner of Idian Affairs. Wonderful, and we 
are all very happy and proud for you. 

We sincerely hope that in the very near future we will 
see you and some of your staff on a grand tour of 
Alaska; and especially Northwestern Alaska . 

Kindest personal regards to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 

~/J~ 
Pearse M. Walsh 

A ; r m a ; I S a v e • T i m e · R e p I y t o W i e n A I a • k a Ai r I i n e •, I n c. · Bo x 3 0 0 9, F a i r b a n k •, A I a s k a 



DEAR Bos : 

4008 E. AVALON DR, 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
APRIL 4, 1966 

LOTS OF THINGS COULD BE SAID AND 1 COULD EVEN 
GET OUT THE DICTIONARY AND TRY TO LOOK UP SOME FANCY WORDS, 
BUT IT WOULDN'T SOUND LIKE ME, so CONGRATULATIONS] 

I WAS HAPPY TO READ IN THE PAPER WHERE YOU WERE 
BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE POST OF COMMISSIONER AND KEPT AN 
EAGLE EYE WATCHING FOR THE FINAL WORD TO COME ~HROUGH, I 
HEAR SO LITTLE ABOUT THE BIA SINCE I AM WITH THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH SERVICE. 

You HAVE A TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY BUT HAVE 
PROVEN YOURSELF CAPABLE AND I PERSO~ALLY FEEL THAT AT LONG 
LAST THE INDIANS HAVE THE BEST LEADERSHIP IT IS POSSIBLE FOR 
THEM TO HAVE. 

SINCERELY, 

GENEVA E. THOMAS 









r~r· . l·;,O;')CI't L. Tic:rL}18t;_, 

1,:s,1 Cnr1sl,itc:1ticn 11V nue, H . H . 

l~ • 0 • :'.3 0 X L~ 5 :'.' 
!Jnacio , Golorudo 
,.:i_ 1 i 1 _ , l 9 '( 

I ~ o;ve 1,) en 1 ear. i::.10 ( __ •i :;0 .:_ b.l.t of .. r;· 1 tel? '.:.,nc1 our 
pru ot:c,j, tc, t:,e heKd. of our 3·lred.U 1,1 I, c"Ji 0 ,1: ;;.ffa .:.. T"" · •--
n.·c _ea:l; lyoud of y ou not only as our former ~upcrintendent 
her2 , but ,,LJ_co ,::i_s be~_-;_ :c,_r, lnclian. 'd,; , as ·Ir:..cl:;_•nw , ,. ill '.~s 
loo, iT_._, .. lli,• -: (l (_I ()l oi..:.J _ r·-: .. "-1,t 7_~. !lc1 a.,J~(~ =~--= 8J:1i1 a.tic1~- - J :~1, 

Lc; u :; e t'.uL, '.,iJ J ,l.rn .:.,is~>i-i:,:; other _::·eople of uu:;_' re. c,; to try 
to ::._,. t c... t 11_ tc:1.i~icL . Goot:1 luck to you, .0ci"b , a:1d 1:ay God l~elr, 
CXtl. guide ym., ~t -. our af1'-.,i1 o . 

11.emen.1.:.,er mt_;_' fisJ, fr;,: ? P-nytiJ e r,,U COs, 18 O'J.G 0",).T \ 1,,a~V I ,U;~ 
sure ar:i_,'.:in~:c·r e{lt,o Cc':'1 be; :,nde to ;o ac;ain . 

---- __ y___ --



CANADA 

Department 

o f Northern Affairs 

and National Resources Deputy Minister 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, 
Acting Commissioner, 
United States Department 

of the Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D.c. 20242, 
U.S.A. 

Dear Bob: 

Ministere 

du Nord canadien et 

des Ressources nationales Sous-ministre 

Ottawa 2, April 6, 1966. 

-
I was very pleased to receive your letter of ~larch JOth. We were quite 
surprised in Canada to hear about the quick change in the Bureau because 
we knew that you had only recently moved to Washington from Alaska. 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your appointment to 
this important post. It was clear to all of us when we met you in 
Scottsdale that despite your heavy responsibilities as Area Director in 
Alaska you were destined to assume even greater burdens. On behalf of 
everyone in Indian Affairs in Canada I wish you the very best in your 
new assignment. Above all, I hope you will continue to enjoy the good 
health so necessary to enable you to face the heavy demands of your office. 

I have no immediate plans to be in Washington but if the occasion does 
arise I assure you that it will be a pleasure to visit with you. May I 
say that you are equally welcome in Canada, and if time should permit 
please come to see us. We might even arrange some weekend fishing if 
this should interest you. 

Yours sincerely, 

R.F. Battle, 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
(Indian Affairs). 
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FORT BELKNAP (N,DIAN COMMUNITY 

(A FEDERAL CHARTER CORPORATION) 
FORT BELKNAP (N,DIAN COMMUNITY 

( ELECTED TO ADMINISTER THE AFFAIRS OF 
THE COMMUNITY AND TO REPRESENT THE 
ASSINIBOINE AND GROS VENTRE TRIBES OF 
THE FORT BELKNAP INDIAN RESERVATION) 

Honorable Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

FORT BELKNAP COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HARLEM . MONTANA 

Apr i J 8 , J 966 
DATE 

We wish to offer our congratulations to you en your appointment as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

We have been informed of your past experience in working with the 
Indian people, and this will certainly be of value to you in your 
new position . 

We wish to extend an invitation to you to visit· us at Fort Belknap 
whenever your duties will permit . We are looking forward to meeting 
you and working with you. 

Again our CONGRATULATIONS . 

Sincerely 

9PJCk½t£2i~ 
Dorance Horseman, Chairman 

DH/yb 



' .1 

MRS. ROBERT HORNE 

NAYTAHWAUSH 

MINNESOTA 56566 

/2 ,,_. t . 



MRS. ROBERT HORNE 

NAYTAHWAUSH 

MINNESOTA 56566 

..,~-) 
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SOUTH DAKOTA 

BAPTIST 

CONVENTION 

SotlTII DAKOTA 

DISCIPLES 
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REV. ORVILLE M. HEPLER 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

TELEPHONE: HOME 352-4524 

REV. CALVIN PETERSEN 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
TELEPHONE: HOME 352-8098 

REV. JAMES SELMSER 

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

CHEYENNE-EAGLE BUTTE SCHOOL 

Mro Robert Bennett 
Acting Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Bob, 

POSTOFFICE Box 1304 
858 DAKOTA AVENUE SOUTH 

HURON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
67360 

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 605 

OFFICE: 352-6529 

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 
April 8, 1966 

Congratulations on your nomination as the Commissioner 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. I heartizy- concur with Dr. 
Ben Riefel and others that you should definitezy get the 
appointment. In the y e;:.i.rs that I have shared information 
and programs together at the National Fellowshi p of Indian 
Workers meetings I have always anpreciated t he challenge and 
the practical knowledge you have given us. Sometimes you 
have jolted us good and hard when we realzy needed itl 

I am leaving the work as Co-ordinator of Religious 
Activit ies at Cheyenne-Eagle Butte School and going to Denver 
to be the Director of the Colorado Migrant Ministry for t,he 
Colorado Council of Churches. Maybe I can f ind a good excuse 
to get to the next National Fellowship meeting in Sante Fe in 
19671 

Best wishes to you :ind your family. 

Sincerezy, 

/ 



Lado A. Kozely 

12, rue du Temple Neuf 
67 Strasbourg, France 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Wa shington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett : 

Apri l 8 , 1966 

I am happy to convey to you, so soon again , my sincere 
congratulations to your high appointment , and wish you all the 
success in your new job. 

Please find enclosed a copy of my letters which I wrote 
today to my friends in the u. s . Senate and which a re expressing 
my cordial feelings for you. 

I also use of this opportunity to t hank you for your own 
expressions of your p e rsonal feelings towa rd me • 

yours , 



April 11,1966 

Dear Bob -

_ I r~ad in the San Francisco Chronicle of your 
recent appointmPnt as Commissioner of India n Affairs. 
Congratulations! Aren 't you pleased with the high 
status you have a,c11ieved after your ma ny years service 
in the Bureau? LBJ" couldn't hRve chosen a- rrore 
dedicated or better qualif ied person, and I know 
you will meet the challenge of your new position 
with much enthusiasm . 

My son a nd I wi l] be returning to Salt Lalre City 
the first of June after spending his first school year 
in Califo rnia . If you have occasion to come our way 
in your travels, and if your busy s chedul P permits, it 
would be g ood to hear from you. 

The best of luck a nd many good ·wi shes for you. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN , SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

Hon . Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

April 11, 1966 

Area Director 

It is indeed a privilege and a pleasure for us to congratulate you 
upon your appointment as Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs . You are most deserving of this honor from the standpoint 
of yourself as a person and your abilities, and from the standpoint 
that you are a representative of the Indian people. 

We know that the job will be a most difficult one. We know you, 
however, and that you will give your total effort to meeting its 
challenges. May we as your old co-workers and as representatives 
of the Aberdeen Area Office assure you of our complete and total 
cooperation . May we assure you also that we will do everything we 
can to make your job easier . We are on your "wave length . " We 
will appreciate at all times your suggestions and your guidance . 

We are indeed fortunate to have a man of your leadership as our 
Commissioner . We know that we are all here for one reason and 
that is because of the Indian people . We will do our part in 
helping you to realize this purpose. 

Sincerely yours, 

~,t;,; >'?-~~ 

~ 
Assi Area Director _/ 

~ ::...c..· ,//?.r~""?' 
Director 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast message 

unless its deferred char­
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P. MARSHALL 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM 
® 

R. W. McFALL 
PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL = Day Letter 

NL= Night Letter 

LT _International 
- Letter Telegram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

LLHO 21 ( 1 3) CT AO 77 P RAO 1 3 
J<OO 2 
PR JXA005 NL PO TDJU JUNEAU ALASKA 11 

ROBERT A BENNETT 
__ Cf\Rf_BUB__IN_O__IAN AFFAIRS WASHDC 

WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE CONFIRMATION OF YOUR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT BY THE SENATE ASCOMMISSIONER 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. PLEASE EXCEPT OUR BEST 

WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL ANO HAPPY CAREER IN YOUR 
NEW POSITION 

ELEANOR HINKE PRESIDENT BIA Assoc. 

r,,O'°' \ ?,_ \~ 

,, \DO 
SF1201 (R2-65) 

3 44 

. ~??-}. 'l. .~~ 
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• ::::0 



WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

H ono rable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bur eau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D . C. 

Dear B ob: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER BOX 2719 - JUNEAU 

April 12, 1966 

Congratulations on your appointment as Commissioner of the Bureau 
of Ind ian Affairs, I can think o f no one more qualified to handle the 
very difficult job facing you. If I or any of my associates in the D e­
partment of Public Safety can be of help to you at any time, we w ill 
be more than pleased. 

We missed you at the annual Rotary Variety Sho w and we assume 
you 1re putting on one of your own in Washington. I hope you will be 
able to visit u s this summer. 

B est wishes to you. 

.. . 

Sincerely yours, 

M~g Underwood 
Commissioner 

- O.l 
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High Twelve Club of Oak Park 
MEETS EVERY FRIDAY. OAK PARK ARMS HOTEL 

Mr. Robert Bennett 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

OAK PARK, ILL. 

April 13, 1966 

Our mutual fri end, Albert Cobe , was in my offi ce today, 
and he told me about you and your r e cent appointment as 
Commissioner of the Indian Bureau. Congratulations . 

Al gave me an idea here in Oak Park, where I am the 
perennial program director f or the High 'fwelve Club of 
Oak Park. The idea is to have you as a guest speaker 
of the club some time Tihen y ou are in this vicinity. 

Oak Park is a municipality that adj oins Chicago on the 
vrest. The High Tv,elve Club is a se rvice club with a 
membership of 169 business and professional men, and 
executives . 

High Twel vians meet each Friday noon f or a luncheon and 'I 
a program at the Oak Park .Arms Hotel. The hotel is a j 
hal f hour west of the Loop. 

A bus shuttles between the hotel and the ai rports and 
the Loop . We f urnish a room at the hotel f or our 
guests of honor. That included the wife . 

If and when you are in this area you have my standing 
invitation t o come out and be our guest of honor. Tell 
us about the Bureau of I ndian Affairs. 

Re cently I spent a month on and ar ound the Indian Res­
ervations of New Mexico, .Arizona and southern Califor ­
nia. We enjoyed our trip, but would like to see the 
Indians have something besides the desert lands. 

Come and break bread with us and autogr aph our fa.med 
guest book, and be immortal i zed. 

Sincerel y yours, 

£ }_ (.<'_A-~·~ l.~c: ~c?-

Cl aude 'rowne 



f-ATHER JULES M. CONVERT, S. J. 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

KALTAG, ALASKA 99748 

Mr. Robert L. Be nnett 
Commissioner - BIA 
Washing ton, D. C. April 13, 196~ . 

Dear lVlr. bennett: 
-

The radio just announced the c onf i r mati on of 
your appoi ntment t o n ew and great r es ponsibil i t i es: th i s is 
truly a red l et ter day f or Alaska and all your many friends of 
the North. Pl e ase accept my ;:; j_nc e1° e cors.;-r :;,tulat i Gns a,r:~d. thE', 
assurrance of my p r a yers ass ist you in the task, so difficult 
but also so r i ch in p otentialities. 

I had followed with interest in the papers the q_uestiom• i ng 

m 
c:: 

-·· J 

:. -·· I 

befor 3 the S en a te Comm i ttee , an d appr e c i 2. ted ;f O'l..IT U'S-vier s . May / 
I expr ess a personal wish at this time? It i s t o see the educat i on 
of our Native Youngsters be t ter ~eared to a good life i n the 
r ura l e nvmro:nme11 t of t h6 ir· -,r i llace ; it will be years and years 
before OUD State catch up with the economic natt erns of older 
industr i a lized states and I believe our first step during this 
period of t ransition between Stone Age and At omic Age is the 
creati on and d eve lopment of a s i mple and rural culture. Only 
a r e l ative l y small numb er of our Eski mos and I ndi o,ns of the 
r eal Bush Country can possibly succeed in an academicly oriente d 
schoo l and higher education, and the n eeds of these have c ertain ly 
to be met, but I believe that for the p r es ent they are. What 
r e a l ly bothers me is t o see t he larger numb er of young peop le 
pushed to o fast from one cultur e t o the ot her ,. •• a rcd pr ::-.c tic a lJ y 
f allin~ by the W~Jnide . It is for thes e I'd like t o see a r e a l 
s t u dy mad.e of poss i ble r ural lj_f e , sti l l 1l0I:e.r:.'L ·i 1:L;· t ,1 .,. 2,T :~ 2.t 

extent on t rad itiona l subsistenc e r esources, but these being 
exp l oited more effici ent ly; new ones shou.1 d a ls o be exp lored and 
developped. But by now I b e lieve you are fam i :1.. iar with ny own 
l ine of thou zht, and I won't i nsist more at t h i s time . 

You may be interes t ed that we have r ecentl y found a q_ua­
lif i ed a nd d ovotecl l ayma:D. to r ol iev e rie in gr e a t I ar t of the 
extra load I have assumed for q_ui te a f ew years now to h elp 
our parish ion.n ers in develOVi)l-' ing t h e ir huE1a.J.1 s u..1-ro1-.r d ir_gs . 
Mr. Paul Dixon of Anchora ge , formerly with t he State Divi sion 
of Avia t i on h as been h ired. to work a t the d.2t ?,i l2- of :::-:- 1 9.,l'·l iq;­
and maJcing and k e eping the nec es s ary cont :.icts with all Agencies 
i nvolve d a s it a ; r ears that possib i l i t i es ?:.r e rn&_y :em, ~,i th t h e 
nati onal Progr ams against Poverty. Confidentially , I h ad hop ed 
our Churches Soci o- Ec onomic Commi t tee c ould h av e s p::>nsor ~d. th i s, 
but there 'i•~er8 he:3i t at i c.,.,s ,re l ayi1:.t; :i.n-,1 e d i.2,i.:;e :,ct.j..-,_c, so for 
the pr es ent we went it al one, but I hope . tha t in a n ot t oo 
d i stant futur e the man c a,n r er, r ns cnt us al l 2,11d worl'~ fo:r· the s e 
v i l l age s l ,her e the l'EC'dE 2,re the ~:c• r;::,teB t ; ;:crcl i:,:·_.:.r• S C c :ft,·· 1 

are the ones who need tha t grassroot assistance a s they d on 't 
kn0.w what c :1n be d one , nor 10w t o rl o i t . 



Aga i n , t h a nk y ou f or t he wor:d er:;:•u l r r:lat i o1 sh i p 
es t abl i sl·.cd wh i l e ym wor e ir. ,Tune au , and my c ongr :ttula tions 
for a p r omot i on we ll deserved . May God b l e s s y ou . 

'l'ruly y c,urs , 

--;Yc.4 ~' ~ --~ 
( / Fr. J u l es l'/I . Conv er t , S . J. 

S uper i or, Al ask a J esuit Mi s si ons 



Dear Bob: 

10830 S. W. Berkshire Street 
Portland, Oregon 97225 
April 14, 1966 

Congratulations! I was happy and very pleased to learn of your 
appointment and subsequent confirmation as Commissioner of 
Indian Affairso Your selection for this important place in 
government affairs is a most well deserved recognition of your 
ability as an able administrator and a leader amoung men both 
in and out of government. I am confident you will have a very 
successful administration in the task of leading the programs 
and operations of the Bureau and assisting Indians to continue 
to move forward in the ever-changing and complicated society 
of present-day America. Again, my congratulations and best wishes 
for every success. 

Marion joins me in wishing you the best of everything in your 
new role and in sending our regards to Mrs. Bennetto 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely 

~ 
R. D. Holtz 
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MEMBER: 
RALPH J . R IVER S 

ALAS K A 
INTERIOR AN D INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

PuBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

LEWIS AND CLARK TRAIL COMMISSION 

ctongrcss of tbt ltnittb ~tatcs 
J,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

alla~bington, J).Ql:. 

April 14, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

In the absence of Mr. Rivers, who is in Alaska, I 

wish to congratulate you on being confirmed by the 

Senate to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Donald R. Greele 
Administrative Assistant to 

Ralph J. Rivers, M. c. 

CHAIRMAN: 

NATIONAL PARKS AND 
RECREATION SueCOMMITI"EE 
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Milligan Manor-

ApA.i.l. 14, 1966 

DeaA &b, 
Co~M on tAe ap[XJi.n:fmen:l and 4i.n.ceA.e wLduv.J /o1t a 

l.i..iiJ.e co~nal coo p~n. !J am en.clo/.U.17{f a :ten. [XJi..rd:. pno<JAOl'l !J 
ouil.i..ned uiien. !J /.lK]/.j cxecu:ti..ve DiAeci:oll. 0 I tJie Noldh. Dakia :Jndi.on. Af-fau,✓., 
(of1'1TU./.J/.Ji.n. A lJ.,;ltle o I ih1A h.a✓., been. i.mpl..emen:ted by, tAe p!te4en:l 90 ve;ui­

men:t. 
On 2ndi.o.ru, choo/.U.17{f ifteut. pnoje~, tAe 7-U:le Fi.ve 'PllOfjA11Rl on 

7 u,;;,;t,le l'rbuni:.ai.n. ~eaeA.va:li.on Ld my, pll.i..de and joy,. !Ji j,u,:Jii.f-i-e✓., tAe en.:l:.iAe 

pnof)AOPl, bu;t Fi. lo:1:.:1:.en. can.' i. r;e:t of-/ tAe fjfiOwul 
F IU1flP.).y,, :J /eel an all-ou± a:tiach. a;t Ft.. Totien. UWUJ tAe exiAt.i.Ju;f 

G{fen.ci..e✓., coul.d /.JOl.ve tAe p110bl..em. A {.aci:olUJ, plti..Wlf.e/.y, oun~ one uh,;_ch.. 

uvul.d employ, ~ a✓., well M :J~, /u,ll.y, 4ul:J-di..d)_~ by, tAe 90 ve;znmen;t 

un:tl1 i.f. coul.d be ✓.,elf--4u✓.,i:ai.nJ.n.g, and pllO f.Ltohl.e ooul.d uollh. mi.Ao.cl.ea. 
:John Ila.Id and !J aAe !te4p;/7/.J.Lbl.e {oil. tAe f}ewel BerJAi.ng, 'P ,,ard, a;t 

~l.J.a. 7/2.u.J Ld a i:.ype of pllOjeci tlud uvul.d fil Fi. loi:ten.. Some i.ru:/.u✓.,fA.g, 

ed4en.i:i.o1 i.n def,en,ce uiuvr.e 1..:terrv., aA/.Jembl.ed. aAe noi. bulh.y, and ~p;n.i.a.tl..on 
a rni.n1.nu.m p110bl.em. 

2 hope to rrrih.e con:tad:. wi..i1t i.nnumellO.bl.e Sena;toM and Co~4llen. 
i.n bot.Ii patdi...ea to g)..ve f!OU ✓.Jupp;ll.f.. 

Land Of The Shiny Mountains 
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GILBERT F. WHITE 

Chairman 

INCOR PORA TE D 

Fifteenth Str e e t , Philadelphia, Pennsylva nia 19102 

A R E A CODE 215 LOCUST J-93 7 2 
HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honorary Chairman 

COLIN w. BELL 
Executive Secretary 

Robert L. Bennett 

April 14, 1966 

Corrnnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. c. 
Dear Corrnnissioner Bennett : 

On behalf of the American Indian Program of the 
American Friends Service Committee, I would like to 
congradulate you on your appointment as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs and to wish you well in your very 
difficult and challenging new job. Several AFSC pro­
grams have benefitted in the past from your cooperation 
and helpful consideration. If there is anything we can 
do to help make your task of improving federal services 
to American Indians easier, please do not hesitate to 
call on us. I am sure you will, in turn, be hearing 
from us on occasion. 

We share the hopes of American Indians across 
the country that the years ahead will bring increased 
prosperity and opportunity for them. We look forward 
to working in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to help turn their hope into reality. 

PC:rk 

Sincerely, 

Pam Coe 
National Representative 
American Indian Program 
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WIHIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

OFFICE OF. THE GOVERNOR 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

April 15, 1966 

Ro bert L. Bennett , Commi s s i oner 
Bur eau o f Ind ian Affair~ 
Wa s hing ton, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett : 

BOX 2051 - Juneau 
JBootm'l/XXfliNtJJfDBM 

Cong ratulations on your rece nt a p pointment as Commissioner 
of I ndi a n Affiars . 

It i s a s pecia l p lea sure to know a person of your caliber 
and capabilities who is a s suming t h e vast res ponsibilities 
of such an important position and s ervice to the Indian people 
a nd to the Nation. I ' m sure you will do a good job. 

I'm enclosing some clipping s from the local news p aper 
that you may enjoy reading . Also , I should like to take this 
o pportunity to thank you for the part you p layed in getting me 
a p p o inted to the position of Director of the Alaska State 
Rural Development Agency . Your o pinion c a rried a lot of weight 
I'm s u re. I t is a p retty t o ugh p ressure t ype j ob but I' m 
grateful for the opportunity. Thanks again . 

RFD : j b 

Please accep t my best wishes for your continuing success. 

R~,;. ,,4,,,_~ 
Ransom F. Dick , Director 
Rural Development Agency 
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Phone,_ 262-0620 Marian E. Gridley 
Editor and Pub lisher 

AME~IICAIN 
April 15, 1966 

II ND UA N ~EVIIEW 

1263 WEST PRATT BLVD. -# 909 + CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob: 

Now that you are "officia1 1t I would like to tell you again how 
delighted I am that you are the choice. You not only have my 
congratulations, but my deepest compassion for you are in a 
most challenging and difficult situation. I know that you are 
equal to the challenge but situations such as this can often 
be extremely frustrating. 

I am planning to feature your appointment as a front page story 
with picture. If you can have a recent picture sent me, it will 
be appreciated, or one 11 in conference," or whatever. 

Also, I would like to make this somewhat of an interview story. 
Will you put down some thihgs that you especially want said - and 
I will shape the questions to fit. I see t hat the National Indian 
Youth Council is already on a scalping party. I do not like that 
group; there may be something you will want to say in answer to 
them without mentioning them by name. 

I hope that we can book you now for the Indian Achievement Award 
dinner which will be on Saturday, September 2H,th Naturally, we 
do not know who will win ...,§'. t 'tn:1"s- e a?fy'"' c!a-t'e'" - bu I think that you 
should be the major speaker~ 

Another thing - your name now appears on page 2 of Amerindian as 
a member of the Advisory Board. Now that you are Commissioner is 
it permissable for this name to appear? 

With ki ndest regards, 

G :em 

Sincerely, 7 Ed~tor • 

7 



HOTEL BEVERLY 

ZETA PSI EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
125 EAST 50TH STR.EET • NEW YORK 22, N . Y. • P ~~ ZA 2-5270 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Tnterior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob: 

April 15, 1966 

Needless to say the whole Bruce Clan rejoiced in the 
news that you are the new "long waited for" Indian Commissioner. 
We offer you our most sincere and wholehearted congradualations. 
At last those in power have recognized that maybe one of our own 
can set the pace for what needs to be done. I hope that every 
recognized Indian with get behind you and cooperate. We are very 
fortunate in having someone with your knowledge, background and 
experience assume this responsibility. 

Good luck to you and if I can be helpful, please let me 
know. All best wishes for your success. 

_o/:!] t~uly yours, 

i'l~ 
Louis R. Bruce, Jr. 

lrb/en Executive Director 



A. S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA,, CHAIRMAN 

RALPH YAR BOROUGH, TEX. 
JENNINGS RANDOLPH, W . VA , 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 

... DANIEL B. BREWSTER, MD. 
VANC!_: HARTKE, IND. 
QUENTIN N. BlJRG1CK, N. OAK, 
DONALD RUSSELL, S,C. 

FRANK CARLSON, KANSAS 
HIRAM L , FONG, HAWAII 
J, CALEB BOGGS , DEL. 
M ILWAR D L , SI MPSON, WYO, 

COMMITTEE ON JOHN M, BURZ IO, STAFF DIRECTOR 
D AVID MINTON, GENERA L COUNSEL POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

April 14, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Bob: 

I want to offer my congratulations upon your confirmation 
by the Senate as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

w 

....: . 

Sharing your interest in the Indian citizens of the United 
States, I look forward to a continuation of the good work­
ing relationship with your organization that I have had 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs over the past years. 

In closing, Bob, I hasten to add that my office stands 
ready to assist you should the o ccasion arise when we 
may be of service. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

+h~ 
Quentin N. Burdick 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY RESTRICTED: 

Dear Bob: 

711 Southeast 13th 
Pryor, Oklahoma 
April 17, 1966 

The Secretary of the Interior is to be commended for his choice 
for a Commissioner of Indian Affairs . Tnose of us who have known and worked 
with you through the years are justly proud of your accomplishments . Tne 
road from Fort Dt1chesne to Washington has not been an easy one and you have 
earned the recoginition . Insofar as I know you are the only person to come 
up through the ranks to be made commissioner. I also believe your are the 
only person of Indian decent graduated to the position. 

The task ahead will not be an easy one. The Eureau is due for a 
complete reorganization and change . Things will be expected of you that have 
never been requested of any other commissioner. I am happy to state that you 
are qualified to meet the challenge . 

If there is anything I can do to assist in motovating your program 
and moving the Indians forward do not hesitate to give me a call . 

When you come to Oklahoma be sure to let me lmow so we can get 
~ogether for a visit . Regards to Lucile and the family . 

Sincerely yours , 



Hon.Robert LaFollette Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Dept. of the Interior, 
Washington,D.c. 

Dear Commissioner: 

1555 Depew street, 
Denver 14,Colo., 
April 17,1966. 

Today in my Denver Post I read of the convention in Santa Fe, 
N.M. You,Mr.Commissioner,have a man size job in effecting beneficial change 
in the affairs of our Indian fellowmen. 

In years gone by I was,as a young man,a teacher of Siou»: 
children far out on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.Many of the 
Indian problams of that day remain with us. 

I think the Indian (American) is much a product of the environ­
ment in which his white brethern have cast him.I lived among Indians for 
almost ten years.I taught the children and grandchildren and the great 
grandchildren of Sitting Bull himself at Day School 6,some 25 miles northwest 
of the Pine Ridge Agency. 

I am encouraged by the name your parents gave you: 

Robert M.LaFollette of Wisconsin and Senator George Norris 
of Nebraska were the TWO outstanding statesmen of my time.And I was born in 
1887 making me now 78 years old. 

I was in the Kansas City Convention as a reporter and heard 
the Wiscnsin delegation on the final rollcall announce: 

"Wisconsin casts its 22 votes for George W.Norris of Nebraska." 

Hoover or course was nominated.But Bob LaFollette and Norris 
represented a peculiar brand of statesmen that were far above party.They 
were,in my opinion,the only real honest-to-God statesmen in all my 78 years 
of living. -----------------------------

You are indeed honored by your parents in bearing the name 
11 Bobert LaFollette". 

In writing you I am glad to announce to you that I do not 
want anything at your hands.I am too old for political or bureaucratic am­
bitions but in my final years if I can lend my moral support to the betterment 
of the Indians I know of no better way to make my exit from this material 
universe of ours. 

I do wish you well,Mr.Commissioner,in your ~ndertaking and 
I know well some of the obstacles you face.But I also know the Indian is 
inherently as capable on the average as as his white contemporaries.What we 
need to do is to "motivate" him in some way so he'll "reach out" so to speak 
and take hold of it. 

This, I believe,is the crux of the entire problem and an 
adequate discussion of it requires much more than can be condensed in a letter 
for tbe attain it will require trial and error fn maybe a half dozen different 
directions and/Or from different angles. _ 

My very best wishes,Mr.Commissioner. 

s:_~c~y yo~ 

~li~~L 
Lewis A.Lincoln 



··································· 
Janet W . Griffiths 

130 I Ve rmont Ave. NW, #703 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

, .................................. . 

April 20, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Beanett 
Commissioller 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue HW. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Bob: 

Congratulations aiid the best of luck as Commissioner! 
This honor could not have happened to a more deserving 
person thaa you. You will probably run for Congress 
aext! 

If you ever hear from or see a certain Mr. Louis R. Bruce, 
ask him to give me a ring. 

Siacerely yours, 

~ 
/ / 
f I 
'-/ Janet w. Griffiths 



OFFICE OF 

THE DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
U. S . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

W ASHINGTON 

April 20, 1966 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

My warm congratulations upon your appointment 
and recent confirmation as Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The National Park Service has had long and 
productive working relationships with your fine 
organization. We look forward with a great deal 
of pleasure to continuing these programs of mutual 
interest in the future. Please let me know of 
any way in which we may serve you. 

With warmest personal regards and every good wish, 
I am 



. -,-

Mrs. John Joseph Kirk 

S 
111 Placita de Oro 

anta Fe N M , ew exico 87501 
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Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
ll05 Mission Road 
April 20, 1966 

Now that the Senate Committee has unanimously confirmed your appointment 

and while so doing attempted to publicly whitewash its hands of any failures 

of the Bureau, I wish to join the long line of your friends in offering my 

sincere congratulations. If the Bureau is ever to succeed, I can think of no 

one better qualified and dedicated than you for its direction. I occasionally 

think back some 30 years ago when we were advised to "write 'em more but 

tell 'em less". 

Please be assured of our continued cooperation and loyalty. Margie is 

enjoying her retirement in good health and likewise sends her best wishes. 

I hope that you will have an opportunity to visit us in Anadarko in the not 

too distant future. 

Best personal regards, 



l o 

UNI ITVOF SOUTH DAKOTA 

VERMILLION 
S7069 

1 - , , 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

April 21, 1966 

First of all, please accept my congratulati9ns on your new 
position. I am sure the officials concerned chose wisely. 

The committee on arrangements for our Annual Conference on 
Indian Affairs has asked me to invite you to attend and be one 
of our speakers. The Conference will take place Ma ~ 6 c3.11d 

;:.; 

[" -SJ 
w . 

7. l The theme this year is to be " Indian Community Action Programs 
......... and their Impact " in relation to Indian reservations. 

There will be a dinner meeting on the evening of Friday, May 
6, and this would be the most appropriate time for you to deliver 
an address. In this way you would not have to attend the full 
Conference, if you did not choose to do so. 

If your are unable to come, the committee asked me to suggest 
that you designate someone like Bob Pennington to take your place. 

1 I 

11 
As you know, Bob, too, came from this area and might enjoy returning. 

I am asking Mr. Tony Luscombe, the Assistant Director of the 
Institute of Indian Studies, to call you by telephone after you 
receive this letter to facilitate making the arrangements for the 
Conference. We can meet a speaker either in Sioux Falls or Sioux 
City, if it is desired to do so. 

I hope you will be able to come, for all of us would enjoy 
renewing our association with you. Kind regards. 

EWH:ak 
cc/ Dr. James Howard 

Pres. Weeks 

~/4ruly, W#~~ ~l.>""p 

~- ~Harrington, 
College of Arts and S iences 



AFFILIATED WITH NORTHWEST BANCORPORATION 

W. DAN HEUPEL 
Vice President and Manager 

MOBRIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bennett, Personal 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bennetts: 

Telephone 845-3651 

April 22, 1966 

The enclosed clipping was taken from the McLaughlin 
Messenger, McLaughlin, South Dakota and it is nice to 
see that you have such a congenial revival, particul­
arly with Ben Reifel and also our Senator, Karl Mundt. 

I have been thinking of writing you congratulating 
you on the appointment to the Office of Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Commissioner which is a remarkable citation and 
responsibility for you. 

At this time, it is a pleasure to think that we have 
known you during your stay in South Dakota and it personal­
ly gives me hopes . Considerable work remains unfinished 
in the Bureau of Indian Affairs and your position in itself 
I think, presents a challenge to you. 

I personally wish you will sustain in your efforts to al­
eviate numerous problems existing and that providence will 
be kind to you and be helpful to you in your attempt to 
help the many needy Indians on the respective reservations. 

I am very familiar with the program and needs on the 
Standing Rock Sioux and the Cheyenne River Sioux Reser­
vations. You, likewise, are thoroughly familiar with their 
needs and will be in a position to be helpful. 

We hope we can be of help to you in your services in the 
future. 

WDH/po 

Encl: 1 

Sincerely, 

~~4/_~-d~~~ 
~ ~ pe'l 
Vice Pres. & Mgr. 
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BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

April 22, 1966 

... ~ ¥!'.! 
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Commissioner Robert Bennett 
Bureau of LYJ.dian .l\ffairs 

r-...) ~- ' 

1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 25, D. G. 

G. A. 0. Report on Termination 

Dear Commissioner BeJ?...nett: 

At the outset please allow me to congratulate you on being 
confirmed by the Senate as the new Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. Your reputation among the Indian people is such that 
we can only anticipate a constructive and cooperative career. 
You therefore have our very best wishes. 

In receiving many of the reports by the Press concerning your 
appearance before the Senate Interior Committee, it has become 
quite clear that some of the Senators are extremely interested in 
termination. This of course is not surprising, but the tenor of it 
is somewhat alarming. Last September Deputy Commissioner, 
John Crow, informed several of our tribal delegates who were then 
visiting Washington, that a report had been received from the 
Government Accounting Office strongly recommending that immediate 
steps be taken to terminate Federal supervision over our Reservation. 
In light of the Senate 1s emphasis upon termination, I would like to 
request that you please send a copy of said G .. A. O. report so that the 
members of my Tribe might at least be alerted to the fate someone 
has planned for them. 

Sincerely yours, 
,,-/) ,,, , '.L. 7 /.'. / .'• / . \...~ I ., ,h'-./ . . .. 

(. c:C,//t??/f!fr 7 ,.. ./2 ?(-:__.. 
Edmund P. Siva 
Chairman 

cc: Leonard Hill, Area Director - Sacramento 
Paul Hand 

\\ 



OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

JOHN F. BRYDE, S. J., PH. D. W ILFRED M. MALLON, S. J., PH. D. 

Superintendent Supervisor of Instruction 

HOLY ROSARY INDIAN MISSION 
The Pine Ridge Educational Society, Inc . 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770 

April 24 , 1966 

Mr . Robert L . Benne t t 
Ccl'Ilm issianar af I ~d i a n Affairs 
Bure a u of Ind ia n Aff Pirs 
,.,s pa rt nent '.:lf t he In terior 
'.,a s h i YJ.'.:: t '.:l n , D. C. 

De a r B oe : 

It wa s wit o g re a t pleasure 
t ha t I rea d acout y'.) u r r 3 cent app '.) i n t ::ient as 
C'.:ln~ issi'.:l o or . I su rel y want t o co n3r a t ula te 
y au n os t si n cere l y a n j wi sh y'.:l u svary su c cess 
in t hi s h i 3h posit i'.:l n . 

I h a ps t ha t y au will be 
vi s iting our reservidian i 1 the not too di st2n t 
:' u ture awl tr,E t W3 wl:!..:.. S3'L 8. -~ anc :i ta renew 
old friand shi ps . 

'1, e wil l keep a pia no dusted 
off anc.l re a d y for i ns t e nt use . 

3-a od luc k , a nd :iay God b l ess 
y au a n d yours a l wa ys . 

J?B : :ne h 

Red Cloud's Indian School 

.. ' 

APR 2 7 1966 
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SUITE 703 

l 026 17TH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

TE LE PHONE: 737-5942 

April 25, 1966 

Mr. John Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affa ir s 
Department of the Interior 
Washingt on, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Congratulations on your appointment and all good luck 
to you . 

( S ometime at your convenience I would like to discuss 

./ 

our operations to Alaska, pa rticularly the Bering Sea 
area with a possible hope of helping you in the opera­
tion of the NORTH STAR III. 

~i)c7d: yoursia, A j 
,,/·~Vt AVW°"-
Henry w. ~ 
Vice President 

SERVING ALASKA SINCE 1895 



PIER 42 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98134 

April 26, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C . 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett, 

Congratulations to you on your recent new appointment 
to the post of Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs . 

We have read with interest the executive re port of 
t he committee rel a ting to the nomination and can surely 
a p preciate the pr oblems which face you with res pect to the 
future of the Bureau . There have been many times when our 
c ompany h as been in a posi t ion to assist the bureau in matters 
of water transpor t ation and we stand ready to lend our v a st 
experience to your solution of budgetary ills in whichever 
manner is open to us . 

~laska Division Manager 

SERVING ALASKA SINCE 1895 
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-------­
Dear Bob: 

401 West Main 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
April 25, 1966 

Congratulations on your new title and job. You've come a long way since 
you were IIM Clerk at U&O. I'm really happy and proud of your accomplishments 
and to know that an Indian finally made it to the top. 

I am writing this as a personal letter as I feel I know you well enough 
to do it. I wrote a letter to you before the Sana Fe meeting but held up mail­
ing it until the Area Director and Asst. AD got back in hopes that we might 
l earn something of the new policy. The Area Director went on vacation and 
hasn't returned and the Asst . gave some information to the Staff in our regular 
meeting but nothing much of what can be expected in policy etc. 

I have gathered from newspaper articles that the lack of any terminal program 
was one of the things the Senate Sub-committee was critical of . It followed that 
some kind of termination can be expected in the new look and policy. I have often 
wonderedd in my 11 years here why we were holding on to some of these tribes in 
Oklahoma but we were under orders as I understand it to make no mention of 
termination. There are some tribes here which can be terminated tomorrow and 
it would not work any hardship on the members. The only trouble is that the 
Indian blood has been depleted until you don ' t know whether you are in a meeting 
of Swedes instead of Indians. The only difficulty is that I don ' t think we will 
ever be able to get a tribe to agree to termination if put to a vote. I find 
that the less Indian blood people have the more they are determined to remain 
Indian. 

I can give you the facts about these Indians here and which ones can be 
terminated, and should be. I believe a time table can be made to take care of 
all 23 tribes under this office with all but five of them termiaated in a few 
years--not over 7 years. Five of the tribes will take longer. 

I have not discussed this with anyone at the Area Office and don't know 
how the Area Director feels about it . I believe he would agree with most of what 
I state above. 

If there is to be any termination program I feel that I can be of help in 
our Oklahoma Indians and that is for those on the East side also especially those 
under the Miami Agency which was my home agency before termination of the Ottawas. 
I will have my 30 years in September and probably could retire then but I feel 
that I can still be of service and want to continue a few years . Any termination 
program will not win any awards but if it is to be then we should begin somewhere 
and Oklahoma appears to be the most likely place as far as I can see . 



2. 

If there is to be any terminal programs in the new policy I believe I can 
be of use in such a program even though the persons in it would be unpopular 
it has to come sometime. Some of our Western tribes are 50 years off yet, maybe 
longer but others aren't. 

I don't want to get in trouble for talking out of turn but want you to know 
that I am willing to help if there is any anticipated termination program in 
view. Maybe the fact that my tribe has been terminated and Eva's mixed blood 
Utes are terminated and I nearly have it made as far as retirement is concerned, 
could have some bearing on my feeling in regard to termination. I do feel 
though that the Sub-committee does have a ligitimate gripe when I know of tribes 
still under the BIA who are just as ready for termination as the Ottawas were . We 
were ready but I can frankly say that if the question had been put to the vote of 
tribal members, I would have vote against termination because I still had trust land 
and was one of the few members who did have. In fact my Aunt, my Uncle and myself 
had over half of the Ottawa lands still in trust when terminated. Tribal members 
of my tribe benefitted greatly and we probably got more benefits under the terminal 
program than we ever would have by remaining under the BIA. So everything worked 
out realy nice for the tribe in the long run. It really didn't bother me either. 
I did just like any other Indian--! sold my land and bought a new car. 

When I get started I don't know when to 1fUit. Sue is married and lives in 
Littleton, Colorado where her husband is employed with the Plant Management 
Branch as an Engineer. They are doing real good. My other girl Tonia is a 
Sophomore in High School this year. Right now I hope to keep working until she 
finishes High School as she has about$20,000 of her Ute money in trust and will 
be able to go to the college of her choice without any help from me. 

I know you are real busy and I wish you nothing but the best as Commissioner 
and hope that I can be of some help in making your administration the best, 

I hope you will consider this as a personal letter of a friend to a friend 
and not an official one because I may be way out of line in mentioning what I 
have and if so I don't want to get an official rebuff or anything like that.me 
Unless I hear from you about it, I won't ever mention the subject again because 
I know it might not be the intention of the BIA to have such a program. 

,Y, ever,~ .JU). 12~ -~n,U~ 



DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING ANO URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 

WASH! NGTQN D.C. 20413 

Office of the Commissioner 

Mr. Robert IaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian A:ffairs 
19th and Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 2024o 

Dear Bob: 

APR 2 5 1966 

I have too long delayed extending my congratulations on your 
confirmation as the Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian 
A:ffairs. I do so now, most heartily. 

I would very nruch like to meet with you one day to review the 
status of the housing program on the reservations and some of 
the problems being encountered at this stage of development. 

In the conventional rental program 54o dwellings have been 
completed and occupied; 750 are under construction and 2,620 
are in different stages of development. In the nrutual-help 
program, under BIA supervision, there have been 20 dwellings 
completed and occupied, 254 under construction and 1,617 
in planning on 52 reservations. In addition, there are 
1,072 dwellings in application in process, of which 685 are 
for nrutual-help. 

Difficulties now being encountered include increasing costs 
due to isolation and over-design; the need for additional help 
in the preparatory documentation; the need to redirect some of 
our approaches that are not responsive to situations on the 
reservations; and improvement of inter-agency relationships 
that are in some spots, to say the least, weak. 

I would hope that the two of us might meet and together see if 
we cannot move the program more rapidly and achieve our common 
goal of building good housing on the reservations. 

Sincerely yours, (} 

II 

~ e .JU~ 

r 

Marie c. McGuire 
Commissioner 
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KARL MENNINGER , M. D. 
TOPEKA 7 KANSAS 

Mr. Robert Lafollette Bennett 
Indian Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

April 26, 1966 

As a long time friend of the American Indians, 

with many personal acquaintances in the N.C.A.I. and "_in 

the Hopi, Navajo and Apache nations, I want to pledge you 

my support in your new and most difficult task. 
;.v"'~ ', 

Yours sincer~~y ,-1." 
.,,..-, ·, . - ) 

\ _ ---~ ,,,· .. -~~-.. ---··-·--.. ~ \ , 

Karl Menni,Rf ~ - M.D. ( 
_ _.,-""' ·, 
~ / I 

KM:dr 



JOHN B. BUCKANAGA 
EXECUTIV E DIRECTOR 

State of Minnesota 

INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
Room 309 - State Capitol 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 

Phone: 221-2009 
April 26, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

...__, 

The Minnesota Indian Affairs Commission wishes to extend its heartiest 
congratulations to you for your nomination and selection as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. The Minnesota Indian Affairs Commission is comprised 
of six legislative members from the House and Senate. Ex-officio 
members from state government including the Governor. This Commission 
also includes Mr. Roger Jourdain, Chairman of the Red Lake Tribe and 
Mr. Peter DuFault, President of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and Mr. 
Dean Blue representing the three southern Sioux tribes of Minnesota. 
Our Commission has recently been created by State Legislature to 
coordinate Federal and State activities affecting the Indian citizens. 
At the present time, our research has indicated that there is a need 
for legislative action to allow maximum administration and services 
by the State of Minnesota. Our Commission is concerned in all aspects 
of programs and problems affecting the Indians in Minnesota. 

Thus far, we have established good ~apport and relationships with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and Mr. Glenn Landbloom, Area Director, 
Minneapolis Area Office. 

My personal experience in the past twelve years has been in the field 
of education in an Indian community, in private enterprise relating 
to the Indian population also serving as Tribal Chairman and Tribal 
Secretary of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe for five years. I have 
spent five years with the U.S. Public Health Service, Division of 
Indian Health and recently assumed this position. Therefore, with 
this experience and knowledge of problems affecting the Indian pop­
ulation in Minnesota I am in a position to recommend solutions to 
our state offices and also work closely with agencies serving the 
Indian population. 

ROGER A. JOURDAIN, Chairman, DEAN BLUE, Vice-Chairman, MRS. MARION WAT SON, Secretary, PETER DuFAUL T, JUDGE DAVID 
R. LESLIE, MRS. AUDREY PARISH; Senators: HARVEYDALE MARUSKA, RICHARD J. PARISH , RAPHAEL F. SALMORE; Represent­
atives: FRANK H. DeGROAT, LEONARD DICKINSON, CURTIS ~- WARNKE. 

~ @ 

c. 



Page 2 
Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
April 26, 1966 

We sincerely hope that your administration can and will stream~line the 
existing programs and policies so as to include the Indian leadership 
in future services. I personally believe in my travels throughout 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan that the Tribal Leaders are capable 
and responsible leaders. I am sure that you will agree with me in 
this regard. 

May you have success in your ventures as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sincerely, 

INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

r/J{ L {) ~ JO l)1,c-OC4---L 
I 

Jor n B. Buckanaga 
~,ecutive Director 

JBB:dn 



HUGH R . JONES 

CHAIRMAN 

STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL W ELFAR E 

w 
~ 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

ALBANY 

KINDLY REPLY TO: 

AREA 1 OFFICE 

GENERAL W . J . DONOVAN 

STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

125 MAIN STREET 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14203 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

April 26, 1966 

I want to congratulate you on your recent appointment and wish 
you great success as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

I, personally, have been a firm believer in helping Indians to 
help themselves. Given the same opportunities, resources, rights, 
privileges, and responsibilities as non~Indians, there is no doubt 
that the Indians in general will rise to the occasion and improve 
their own circumstances in an astoundingly short time. 

Although I am retiring this month, I shall always retain a 
sincere interest in the Indians. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE K. WYMAN 

COMMISSIONER 

--
;; 

r""'-
'-

- -

• · 1 Lve, Ct a ,~ \
ii' ;, 

( · ss) Helen ~ ayne 
Supervisor 
Indian Affairs 
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Mr Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr Bennett: 

April 26, 1966 

As a "wattered down" Cherokee: I want to say how 
very happy to have and Indian in a very important 
position in Indian Affairs. 

Not many people here in California know what 
squalor or poverty living is-but it is a way of 
life for so many of our Indians and ~tis my 
sincere wish that you and we Indians will now 
be able to help shape our own destiny. 

Our destiny really is with Educ atioh for our 
Children and Teens. And just as important is a 
hope and belief in ourselves as Indians. For I 
have heard all my life "No current is too swift 
and no mountain too t all if one is a Cherokee". 
My little tune, which I hope sorreone will play 
for you, does have a message of hope. 

We do have an active .American Indian Society in 
San Francisco and we would be most happy to have 
you visit us. 

I do offer my help in anyway and do wish the very 
best to you in you new position. 

I 

Sincerely, 

I 
I 
I 

c::: 

I ... . ~~ 
I 

('.~ vn, ~ 
"-~~~~ Mrs Houston Smith 

1851 Randall Road 
San Mateo, California 
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UINTAH AND OURAY TRIBAL BUSINESS 

COMMITTEE 

FRANCIS WYASKET, CHAIRMAN 

THOMAS G. APPAH, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

FRANK R. ARROWCHIS. MEMBER 

FRANCIS McKINLEY, MEMBER 

HOWELL D. APPAWDO, MEMBER 

MAXIE E. CHAPOOSE, MEMBER 

(l 

FRANCIS WYASKET 

TRIBAL CHAIRMAN 

[)fficen; 

THOMAS G. APPAH 

SUPERINTENDENT, MINING 

MAR ION HARRISON 

ACCOUNTANT-TREASURER 

R. 0. CURRY 

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCES 

MAXIE CHAPOOSE 

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT 

HENRY J. REYNOLDS 
OUTDOOR RECREATION 

ROSS IORG 

SUPERVISOR, MAINTENANCE 

HOMEY SECAKUKU 

EMPLOYMENT 

Federal Chartered Corp. 
Uintah and Ouray Agency 

FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH 

~Ir .• lobert :::... ~ennett 
~OhlLLissio:~:.;_t' of I1 ... Ji·u1 
.las:1.:!.1.1~-:.:01.l, .J.~. 

"" . .:..1.:;..J..air3 

0n beLalf of 'cl1e _;tc InJi1.ns on the Li11t1h ~ Uui·a,3- .,eservation 
1 .\'c,1lt '::O con__,ratula:::e >OU on ~-o:L' J.ppoi,..1t1..2nt D.S cl Co,;1::iissioner 
of L1JLm _'lffc1L·s. .:e .visli yoc1 s,1ccess in the office 3-ou ~1ave 
j ,s':.: '.:,..;e.,. ap~'ointe(l to ::i.nJ llo,.1e yoli repr2sent the Indian nation 
;ell in the years to come. 

O1.c othe.c reaso1t for this letter is to in~1uL·e if it ·.vo·1lJ. be 
possil.Jle 1o.,_' you to coi;,e O'_tt this ,ny and meet ..rith the Ute 
In1.:ia.n people at the General Co:.mcil ltelJ on l~ay 3u, 19GG at 
1O:OC a.L. in .?ort .J:.1c11esne. Ii' it is i111possiblc for y u to 
Lld.:·~c it please let ·_1s I'-1::0.-t.. .n~ai11 I sa:r co11c:.,ratulatio11s. 

0L.ccrely :ronrs, 

~~~~ 
:<ra11~i s .!J-as~:..e ... c 
T .t'i lJ al Cl1ai lina:-;. 

P . oJ Q It is 1:ot cv·c ... ~✓- -~:a:r t!1at I ca~1 0 ct 
lc'cters perso:1:.1.lly. I took aJvantase of 

L ~ ~ u.)~ ~ er et.:t- xL L.:.,.___ _ ~ 

somco ... 1c to le l.i Yer my 
ro,.1 :,ppa:.s ~oin,,; there. 

/4-c) L ~i25 



SOUTHERN UTE TRIBE 

Robert L. Bennett 

Consolidated Ute Agency 

IGNACIO, COLORADO 

Phone 3221 

April 26, 1966 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

We the Council of the Southern Ute Tribe are happy and 
proud to learn that you were nominated by President Johnson 
for the highly responsible post of Indian Commissioner. Further, 
we were happy to learn that the nomination was confirmed by the 
Senate on April 13th. 

As the governing body of the Southern Ute Tribe we have 
full confidence in your ability as Indian Commissioner to help 
our Tribe become more adept at handling and understanding all 
aspects of future enterprises and programing. We applaud your 
press statements. 

The Southern Ute Tribal Council consider it an honor to 
bestow upon you an Honorary Membership into the Southern Ute Tribe. 

We are looking forward to many visits with you which will 
result in a very close and harmonious relationship. 

SOUTHERN UTE TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SOUTHERN UTE RESERVATION 

Sunshine c. Smith 
Secretary-custodian 

~✓~~ 
Martha B. Evensen 

'i 



;~i 1.11~ 
CONNECTICUT COLLEGE BOOKSHOP / (/ 6 

NEW LONDON, CONN. 06320 

Telephone: 203 / 443-0025 RobeTt D. Hale, Mgr. 

April 26 1 1966 

Mro Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of The Interior 
Washington , o.c . 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

A very short note to congratulate you 
on your appointment and to wish you well o 
As a student of history and a pale faced 
American I have long felt a sense of shame 
for what my ancestors did to the Indian 
nationso It seems to me that even with 
all the conversation and action in the area 
of civil rights today we tend to ignore a 
whole body of people whose rights were 
violated repeatedly . 

If there is anything a simple citizen can 
do, or a group of citizens , please call 
on me and on us. I am sure there are many 
who feel as I do. 

--;;;;:~ ~,;iJ_ 
Robert Do Hale 



Dear Robert, 

1093 Reed Street 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303 
April 26, 1966 

The news accounts of your designation as Commissioner 
make pleasant reading. I'm sure that your family and 
all your friends throughout the country a re particularly 
happy for you at this time. I remember how proud your 
mother was for your successes a t Haskell. 

Your goal to help the Indians to do more to shape th~ir 
own destiny is one that many people of all races will 
support. 

I have not kept in close touch with any of the Oneida 
people. But, through our work in the loca l church, my 
wife and I have a slight aquaintance with some of the 
members of the Oneida Methodist Church and with their 
pastor, the Reverend Fred Thomas, who is doing a fine 
job there. 

We pray God's blessing on you and your family a s you 
enter into these new responsibilities. 

Sincerely, 

~;C~ 
Alton L. Cardinal 

--

r:J 
l • 



April 26, 1966 

Mr. Robert H. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

This is a congratulatory note - I was indeed glad to hear of your 
recent appointment and thought I would tell you so. 

You perhaps do not remember me, but I am sure that you were 
with your moth~r up at the Martin Orchards in Sturgeon Bay 
for several summers. If I am wrong, please correct me. 
We lived on the orchard - my dad was foreman. 

I had several good friends among your people at that time and 
I, and my folks, too, thought of your mother with much affection. 

I am very glad for you and your family, and I hope that everything 
goes the way you would like it too. Again, congratulations. 

Sincerely 

Marie Dee LaFond 
(Formerly Marie LaVassor) 

.... -~ , J _,/ 
/// ? I--' - -.L -

/ / ~.,<_,/~ e,/'11' ~ J; ,;i_ - --~ ~ 

We are now at Two Rivers ; Wisconsin 
2110-A Jefferson Street 
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ALASKA NATIVE BROTHERHOOD 

KLUKWAN CAMP No. B 

KLUKWAN, ALASKA 

April 26. 1966 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington D. O. 

Robert L. Bennett; 

Dear Mr. Bennett, 

Members of the Klukwan Alaska Nati~re Sisterhood and Alaska 
Native Brotherhood would like to congratulate you on your new 
position as Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 
We are confident the we ha~,e a man capable of the position , 
and most of all to be an Indian. 
And we must congratulate you on being the first Indian to hold 
this position within a hundred years. 
We feel that should we be faced with difficulty at anytime, we 
have a capable man to help us with our problem's . 
Wishing you the best for the comming summer season. 
We remain, 

APR 2.9 

~~ 

-" 

A.N.S. President, ~ ~ -
A. N.B. President, &~;~. 
A .N .B . CorS. ,/.~;tz,/[ • 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast mi:ssage 
unless its deferred char ... 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN U 
W. P. MARSHALL 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM 
® 

ION 
R. W. McFALL 

PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Night Letter 

LT-International 
- Letter Telegram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

651A EDT APR 27 56 PAO27 8AO54 PRA215 
JR 14 3 
PR JU A 136 NL PD JUNEAU AL ASK A 2 6 
ROBERT L BENNETT 

6015 L! NDON LANE BETHESDA MD 
JU\EAU AREA STAFF CONGRATULATES ONAPPOINTMENT AS 
CO~MISSIONER . FIELD PERSONNEL FULLY BEHIND POLICIES . 
MISS YOU AT AFR MEETINGS . MONA AND EARLINE 
REPRESENTING WIVES SAY DITTO TO CLEOTA . 

01.tJEI\I D MORKEN STEVE SMITH TOM PILLIFANT JOI-N GORDON 
KEN CRITES BOB MCLF.IN LARRY WELCH LLOYD WATKINS 
CHARLF.S RICHMOND WALL Y CRAIG HAROLD GRONROOS. 

l 
ADD 

PZ ~12A MAIL 
G57-~264 

SF1201(R2-65) 



TIHIIE RADDO OIFIFD<CIER~' lUJINDOIN 
of the 

COMMERCIAL TELEGRAPHERS UNION 
AFL-CIO 

Headquarters: LAckawanna 4-0268 

SUITE 1568, 1440 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Mr. Robert Bennett 
C~mmissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of Commerce 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
First Street at Madison 
Seattle, Washington 

Dear Mr; Bennett: 

Oakland, California 
April 27, 1966 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' ' 

I . . 
' I 

? '" 
:i,, • -

"--' 

c....:· 
u, 
\.0 -~ V 

::..;,;;: 
... 

c:;;:, 
<.,:;, 

It was by no means an unexpected pleasure to hear of your promo-

tion to Commissioner of Indian Affairs but we still congratulate you.1 

You and you alone are responsible for this promotion , you have earned it 

many times over but promotions sometimes have to wait because there is a 

good man in that "promotional" position that just isn•t quite ready to 

move up or go out to "pasture" as we used to say about our old horses 

on the Ranch where I grew up~' 

We sincerely hope this will "the promotion" not keep you from 

attending regular "get-to-gathers" up there and that you will be most 
.. 

happy with your work.· 

JJ}fij!~ 
Lester F. Parnell 
west Coast Representative 
RADIO OFFICERS UN!Oi!, AFL- CIO 

1212 BROADWAY, nooM 504 
OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA 

PHONE: 832-1339 

0:, 
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s. w. Ross LANGDON 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

HOME ADDRESS 

1510 44TH ST., N . W. 
FE 3-2382 



COIT..1UM[EHIA. Giurr..IF 'lflRAN§MII§§]l(l])N COMIP'ANY 

April 27, 1966 

Dear Bob: 

T guess this will come as a surprise to you 2.nd you 
may not remember me as many moons h2ve passed since we were 
at Haskell, but I rea.d in the paper of your appointment and 
I wan.ted to congrat ulate you . 

I am a superintendent for the Columbia Gulf Trans . Co . 
here at Inverness, Hississippi and if you ever get dmm this 
way, come by and we will talk over thirty years or more ago . 

A6ain I want to congratulate you and wish you all the 
luck, I now you will make a llja-boonn commissioner . 

cc :file 
Rt . I,+ 1, Box 86 
Inverness, Mississippi 

. 1 
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W . W.KEELER 
PRINCIPAL CHIEF 

1118 SO.DEWE Y 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 

CHEROKEE NATION 

April 27, 1966 

Mr . Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Just a note to tell you how pleased I was 
when I learned that you had been elevated to the 
position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the 
Department of Interior. 

Having had an opportunity to work with you 
and to become acquainted with you, ·I know you have 
the welfare of the Indians at heart and will do an 
excellent job to better the condition of all Indians 
in the United States. I know many of the tasks 
ahead of you will be very trying . If you feel that 
I can be of help to you at any time, please do not 
hesitate to let me know, and I will do all that is 
within my power to assist you. 

With congratulations, personal regards, and 
all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

WWK:AD 

, .. . 
APR 2 91966 

/ 19-'u 



&. Robet-t l. 8eNZ.eAA,, Co~ne,t, 
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KARL ME;NNINGER, M. D . 

TOPEKA , KANSAS 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Corrnnissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

April 27, 1966 

Yesterday I wrote to congratulate you on your 
appointment as Commissioner, and last night read in SMOKE 
SIGNALS for April 15 that the confirmation of your appoint­
ment is dependent on your agreement to a policy of termi­
nation of federal supervision. 

Please reassure me that this is not true, · for-- ,l_ regard 
termination as a terrible evil. \ 

Yours syncerely, ,) 
/ ,;;;--- / 
. ..... :::::::: , __ ,,/ :--------)-

Karl Mennin~ef, M\..D_. 

KM:dr (/ 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

April 27, 1966 

Dear Mr. Bennett : 

Your swearing-in today as Commissioner of Indian Affairs is a 
recognition of the talents you possess, your dedication to the 
betterment of Indians throughout the country, and your devotion 
to your country. Congratulations! 

This event is just as important to all of the people of our country. 
President Johnson and his Administration have labored diligently 
to better the social and economic conditions of deprived people in 
every section of the nation. Our government is providing and will 
continue to provide, under your direction, the impetus necessary 
for as sis ting the underprivileged, of which the American Indians 
are a substantial part. 

The respect, the ability, and the experience you bring to this 
office will contribute heavily to the goals the Indians themselves 
seek in the total framework of our American democracy. The 
President, Secretary of the Interior Stuart Udall, and all of us in 
the Administration welcome you to this very important assignment. 

With very best wishes. 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 



u, A,1122 0 !\' 6;1 

C SOA0}2 NL PO SAN OlEGO CAL 1F ;fl 

com.-uss l◊N or INDIAN /Ff AIRS 
HOBERT L BENNETT Wl,f,HOO 

A.~ THRlll(O TO HEAR Of YOUR AP?Ol.M'ttiENi CONCRAT'JLAi!ONS F'ROM 
¥01.ffl OU) TRUMPET PLAYI~ f RfEN'.r __ _ 
DR CHA!H.(«s MITCHEt.L,,. 

1270 ( 1-51) 

-u 
:::o 

t 

cu 

--:1 
( .,;.:> 

:;o 
(/) 



' CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOLS 

This is a fast message 

unless its deferred char, 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNIO DL=Day Letter 

W. P. MARSHALL 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM 

NL=Night Letter 

LT-International 
- Letter Telegram 

® 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of rec~ p is 

LLC204 (45)AA228 KA25·4 

K LWA058 f\l.. PO LAWRENCE KANS 28 ,I.-.. . J · · 
RO EE RT L IENNETT . 4){hj ~ ~ ~. ,'1AAU,--,(_ /q _r- I ~-~ 

COMMISSIONER OF EUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHDC 
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE EEHALF OF THE HASKELL STUDENTS ON YOUR 

APPOINTMENT AS COMMISSIONER. WE STUDENTS ARE VERY PROUD TO 
HAVE A FELLOW HASKELLSONIAN IN SUCH A PROMINENT· POSITION you 
HAVE SET AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR ALL OF US. BEST WISHES ON 
YOUR NEW "°B 

THE HASKELL STUDENT COUNCIL 
(4,). 

___, SF1201(R2-65) 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast message 

unless its deferred char­
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of eceipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

LLF 114 OA209 LH150 ___ ~-- 1>66 APR 28 PM 4 25 
SSD162 L ~ O~ D 1 EXTRA DULCE NMEX 28 1111A MST _ J... 
RO BERT BENNETT lf2tv~ ~ /t:f.r/ ~ ~ 

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHOC 
- - -

CONGRATULATI ONS ON YOUR APPOINTMENT AND SWEARING IN AS COMMISSIONER 
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. IT WAS WITH REGRET THAT I WAS UNABLE TC 
ATTEND YOUR SWEARING IN CEREMONY BUT I ASSURE YOU THAT JICARILLA 
APACHE TRIBE STANDS BEHIND YOU IN THIS NEW ASSIGNMENT OF YOURS. 
HOPING TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF MEETING WITH YOU IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. I AM MOST SINCERELY YOURS 

J 

CHARLIE VIGIL CHAIRMAN JICARILLA APACHE TRIBE 
( 1;) . 

SF120I (R2-65) 
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STANDARD OIL DISTRIBUTORS 
ARCTIC TRANSPORTATION 

CD .i C7' TUG AND BARGE INC. 
~ ofV' -+<., - KOTZEBUE, ALASKA -

' 99752 / ' ,, ,, / 
,!/101-' ci.i,...-

....__{._'l'se ARCTIC9F',..... -- -
April 28, 1966 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D,.C . 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I would like to add my congratulati-0ns on your appoint­
ment which has great significance for Alaska. Your experience with 
the Alaska Native problems makes it possible for you to understand 
and apply different standards to regulations and programs that so 
often, geared to lower states, do not apply in Alaska ~ 

My very best wishes for what I feel will be an interest­
ing and rewarding tenure not only for yourself but, more importantly 
for Alaska, for the beneficiaries. 

Yours very truly, 

i~~ 
Edith R. Bullock 

"1, 

( . 



IN REPLY REFER TO : 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Haskell Institute 

Lawrence, Kansas 66044 

April 28, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

The students and staff members of Haskell Institute join me in 
offering our heartiest congratulations to you on the occasion of 
your appointment to the highest position in Indian Affairs. Your 
selection, I am sure, will serve as a true inspiration to all 
Indian people throughout the United States. 

As you embark on a study and a plan for Indian education for the 
future, please be assured that educational employees at Haskell, 
as well as throughout the Bureau, are flexible and stand ready 
to participate. Any innovations or new ideas which will accelerate 
the increasing of skills of Indian people will be welcomed by all 
of us. 

Please revisit Haskell when you can. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Company B, 709th Military Police Battalion 
APO New York, New York, 0$039 

28 April 1966 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennet, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

: l 2 \ 
/ 6 \ 

' . . 
' . 

Congratulation to you for being designated and sworned in to one of the high­
est offices in the United States Department of the Interior. 

I do not know you personally, but after reading the article about you and your 
philosophy I was very grateful that the President of the United States has wisely 
chosen a man of sound philosophy in the work toward the aborigines of America. 

Your high appointment and your philosophy to me is an answer to an article 
that I wrote some two (2) years ago in the INDIAN VOICES analyzing the problem and 
need of the American Indians toward the "Self Help." 'Ibis article was written at 
the time with the words of our late President John F. Kennedy uppennost in my mind: 

lfAsk not what the government can do for you, 
ask what you can do for your government." 

Thus I wish you a successful program in your new office, and may God give you 
a continued strength, courage and wisdom to attain that goal for your compatriots. 

Sincerely you _ 

~ 
L. D. 

8 540 235 
EANT 

(Alabama tribe of India~) 

C - -
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WILLIAM R. WOOD 
PRES I DENT 

UNI VERSITY OF A LASKA 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COLLEGE, ALAS KA 

Mr . Robert L Bennett 
Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D, C . 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

April 28, 19 ~6 

Congratulations upon your appointment as Deputy 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs ! This is a splendid 
recognition of your exceptional ability and record of achieve­
ment. All of us in Alaska are proud to be able to say 11 We 
knew him when he was one of us 11 • 

Mrs . Wood joins me in extending our warmest 
r egards to you and Mrs. Bennett. If there is any way in 
which the University of Alaska may be able to assist you 
in your work, particularly as it is related to the people of 
Alaska, be sure to let me know. 

WRW/kb 

Sincerely yours, 

William R Wood 
President 

r: 

_..:, 
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1'.~r . Robert L. Bennet , Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Aff J.irs 

New Interior Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dob, 

1022 Ash A venue 
Tempe, Arizorna. 
April 28, 1966 

Congratulations , Bob . Or should I say, "Commiserations" . 

I wo •1ldn I t trade nlaces with you . nut I wo 11ld like to help you . 
I resigned from 1Jlf position as instructor and Field Coordinator 
of the Vista Training Poogram at Arizona State University . It is 
no+, for -ne . I would r ather work with Indians . This resir,nation 
is effective May 15 but I am available n::>w . 

I will appreaiate he:..ring from you soon, Bob . 

Sincerely, 

earl 'ff'1i t m.tn Jr 



April 28, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Be nnett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

SUITE 703 

1 026 17TH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

TELEPHONE: 737-5942 

Congratulations on your appointment and all good luck 
to you . 

Some time at your convenience I would like to discuss 
our operations to Alaska, particularly the Bering Sea 
area with a possible ho p e of helping you in the opera­
tion of the NORTH STA R III. 

Si n.c ef e 1 y yours , , , A /l. / 
,-i/c~~r 

£.e dr y ~v . C 1 a t,rc 
Vice President 

SERVING ALASKA SINCE 1895 

.. 

....: 
..._ 
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.91 ~Mlf6u>n ti' CROWN-BREMSON INDUSTRIES 
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~ ATHENS, TENNESSEE 745-0240 ... 

~L_ __________ H_O_M_E_O_F_W_O_N_D_E_R_C_O_L_O_R __ P_R_O_C_E_S_S_I_N_G ___________ .,,,. 

April 28, 1966 

Honorable Robert Lafollet Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate you upon your appointment as 
Commissioner of this very important bureau. It is my hopo/you being of 
Indian descent,Jwill take action to educate the first Americans out of the 
blighting influence of the reservation. We are doing a lot to take care of 
the people who were brought here against t eir will ut not enough for the 
people we took the land away ·from against their wi 1. So, we need to feed 
these great peoples, the Indian tribes, into the mid-stream of our national 
life. 

I will be watching with i terest your administration of this bureau. 

FEW/am 

cc: Honorable Stewart Udall 

Senator Henry Jackson 

... 
en, 

◄ "WE PICTURE THE SOUTH" ► --------------'-'-=----=____;,____;;___ __ __:__;c_:._ __________ _ 
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NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

51 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK , N. Y. 10010 

DUDLEY DOWELL 

PRESIDENT April 28, 1966 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

This morning's New York Times 
contains news that is most pleasing to 
many Americans who are interested in the 
welfare of the American Indian and I 
hasten to extend my congratulations on 
your appointment as Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

It must be a source of a great 
deal of satisfaction to be the first 
Indian to hold this important position 
in 97 years, and to have this recognition 
in a matter of such prominence and 
importance. 

Hon. Robert LaFollette Bennett 
Commissioner of Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 



Frank Marzitello 
20 Ca.tor Avenue 0'1305 
Jersey City, New Jersey 

A'pril 28, 1966. 
!HE HON'. Robert Lafollette BENNETT 
UNITED STATES IlTDIAN COMMISSIONER 
BUREAU OF IlTDIAN AFFAIRS, DEP'T. OF TEE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON, n.c. 
Dear lb". Bennett, 

Just a. note to extend to You our Congratula­
tions and Best Wishes on Your Appointment by 
the President as the new Indian Commissioner. 
You can feel sure that we hold You in high 
esteem,a.nd I'm sure that the Country does also, 
to be the first Indian to head the Indian 
Affairs Bureau in 9? years and second in its 
history. Much Success to You to raise the 
.American Indian to the statue He ie entitled to. 

Mr. Bennett, as a favor, could You please 
send me a letter or photograph from Your new 
Office so that I could keep it as a souvenir? 
I would appreciate it very mich and make it a 
we•lcome addition to the many great and 
pr·ominent Americans I have acquired through 
th re yea.re thus far. Thank You very much. 

Wishing You and Your Family and Sta.ff our 
wa.rmest regards and best wishes for a Healthy, 
Su :ccessful, and Happy Year, this Year, and 
ma~y, many yea.rs to come, I a.m, , ~ 

, /1 1' J 
d"aJv 

~ ' 
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FIREPROOF IOO%AIR CONDITIONED 

AMBASSADOR HOTEL 
I •• ', • 

B1 Y • · ng@f 
CHURCH AND JULIA STREETS 

i~.7Zoucia 
April 29, 1966 

TV AVAILABLE 

EVERY ROOM WITH PRIVATE TUB 0-SHOWER BATH 

BILL NOLT ING, MANAGER 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett, 
U. S. Government, Bureau of Indian Aff airs, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I have read with interest of your appointment as -Commissioner, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and I wish to extend my hearty con­
gratulations. 

Since the enactment of t he Civil Rights Law, I have been prone to 
feel that while there has been so much agitation t hat t he negro was 
not getting his rights, what has our Government done to protect and 
procure rights for the Indians? Even though I am a white man, I 
have always had great admiration for t he Indian Nation, as I have al­
ways felt that they are a proud and noble race of people. From my 
observation and information gained through reading, I am led to be­
lieve that they have been herded off into some remote corner of our 
Nation and more or less left to shift for t hemselves. Naturally, 
incentive and initiative are lost when conditions of t hese kinds ex­
ist~ If we are going to enact and enforce equal rights laws for 
one race, I feel that it should be applied to al l races• and should 
be made practical for the Indian Nation as well as for others. 

In your present assignment, I wish you ~very success in securing a 
"fair break" for the Indians of our Nation - after all, they are the 
original Americans and should be entitled to every consideration t hat 
may be afforded them. 

Cordially yours, 

wn 

~ /710 William No{-6.~g . 
Manager 

/ j 
I 



515 Commodo re - Park View Apts 
COLLINGSWOOD 6, NEW JERSEY . 

Phone : Ulysses 4-3356 
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PO Box 601 
Fontana, California 92335 
29 April 1966 

,, 
: 
i Honorable Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

I • 
• , 
: • 

Dear Bob: 
f • . • 1 

1 
I don't know when I ' ve been more proud and pleased to write 
CONGRATULATIONS to anyone as I am to send this note to you. 
My sincere good wishes to you as you tackle a job I feel 
confident you will do justice to. I know you have a fine 
background; you know the field problems, certainly, and your 
interest in this assignment is genuine, so all of us will be 
on your side pitching for you! 

i 

Having been away from the Indian Service for so many years I 
do not know what questions to ask or hardly what comments to 
make. I suppose you will hear from the usual crackpots -­
perhaps many of the old ones who used to hound John Collier 
and Mr. Zimmerman (in my day) are no long able to give you 
many headaches. Perhaps they have mellowed with age? 

I 

i 

I talked with Doug on the phone rather recently and he was 
delighted with your appointment . The last time I chatted with 
you was in Phoenix at the NCAI Meeting and I have the same job 
that I had then, Feature Editor of Aerospace Safety Magazine, 
the official safety publication of the Air Force . I work at 
Norton AFB in San Bernardino, and other than visiting with 
a few Indians, I know very little about the Indian Service ' s 
expanded program. But I'm sure it's effective . Today some­
one asked me how many years of civil service I've got, and I 
had to stop and add 'em up . Golly, I had forgotten how many 
and how old I really am. I do enjoy my work and shall stay 
busy for a while yet._ (I ought to add, "unless Civil Service 
decides to shove me out.") I am 58 now so maybe I ' ll try to 
stay put until I reach 60--unless, of course, the Air Force 
makes up my mind for me, to get out! I shall be watching and 
listening, with interest, your accomplishments and hope you 
will stay well . I know you have much to offer, Bob . 

Again, congratulations and sincere wishes to you . If you ever 
have an errand I can do for you, please let me know. The 
California Advisory Committee on Indian Affairs writes often 
and invites me to meetings but then they are held in Sacra­
mento, a bit of ways up the road from here . But, if you want 
to do an errand for you, I shall try . 

Sincerely 

~~~,<__?'~ 
Amelia Skye Askew 

=- er, 
-< C: 

~:v 
0, 

:to-' 
c,,,O 
::;: -n ::t, 

(OJ 
:E:i!·"1 
(;")C:,0 .-,-m 

.::::- o~< (:Q 2= 01 
0J:>,Q 

=: . ..,, 
n"'t! 

;; • :! 
:z;J 

Ch ~ 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY 

WEST POINT, NEW YORK 10996 

f-,( ii - . 

~~~ 
29 April 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Congratulations upon your selection as Commissioner; 
from observation of past performances, your appointment is 
merited. I hope that it will be possible some day to stop being 
a logistician and get back to the construction business, and 
in some way be helpful to you in doing your important work. 

Ex District Engineer, Alaska 
1960-1964 

Sincerely, 

Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics 

lD 
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CARL. HAYDEN , ARJZ. , CH.AIRMAN 

- ;;tJCHARD S. RUSSELL, GA. 
ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA. 
LISTER HILL• ALA. 
JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK. 
A. WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA. 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH, 
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA. 
JOHN STENNIS, MISS. 
JOHN 0. PASTORE, R.I. 
A. S , MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, 
ALAN SIBLE, NEV. 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W . VA. 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. 
E.L.SARTLETT,ALASKA 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
RALPH YARBOROUGH , TEX. 

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS. 
MILTON R, YOUNG, N. OAK, 
KARL E. MUNDT, S. OAK. 
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
THOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF. 
ROMAN L. HRUSKA, NEBR. 
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
NORRIS COTTON, N.H. 
CLIFFORD P. CASE, N,J. 

THOMAS J. scorr, CHIEF CLERK 
WM , W . WOODRUFF, ASST. CHIEF CLERK 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

April 29, 1966 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I 

As Senator Bartlett was leaving Washington 
yesterday morning he asked me to have prepared 
for insertion in the Congressional Record copies 
of the congratulatory messages sent to you upon 
being named Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Thank you for sending them to the Senator. 
Also, please accept my congratulations on your 
appointment. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

J\ JC (]\JWY!)C-
Jack Cornman 
Staff Assistant to 
Senator E. L. Bartlett 
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BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
PROVO, UTAH 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Honorable Robert F. Bennett 
1 Commissioner, Indian Affairs 

C bet. 18th & 19th NW 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

ERNEST L. WILKINSON, PRESIDENT 

Apr:il 30, 1966 

I have been intending for some time to be in Washington, D. C. 
to congratulate you in person over your appointment as Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, but since it now appears that I will not be there, I am 
writing this note to express my heartiest congratulations on your appointment. 

As one who represented the Northern and Southern Utes 
in long litigation against the United States, I remember your years of 
service at both of the reservations of these Indians, and have followed also 
your career since that time through my Washington law office, · with which 
I am associated. 

After having spent a great many years of my life in prose­
cuting claims of Indians, I am now trying to contribute to their wellbeing 
by setting up a large program for Indian students at the Brigham Young 
University. 

If sometime you happen to be coming this way, we would 
appreciate, by all means, your letting us know ahead of time so that we 
could have you come to the University and see and speak to the many Indian 
tri 1::es we have represented here. 

Sincerely, 

~d ~ nson ~~,..,_,,., 
E~W:vm 
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April 30 1966 

A. l. KRESS 
180 SPRINGDALE R.OAD 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Mr 0 Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of IndianAffairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 
rx:; 

M .b Dear tr. ennett 

I have read with interest of your late appointment as the 
new Commissioner. My congratulations and best wishes. 

Its about time this administration gave some attention to 
India.n affairs. Our long indifference and neglect is truly 
shocking,. 

Four years ago I began to help Navaho boys and girls by 
buying them clothes. I am helping a fine Navaho girl thru 
nursing schoolo So I have some understanding of the situationo 

More power to you. Just put your program in high gear and 
go full steam ahead. 

Sincerely yours 

/~~ 
A. L. Kress 
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