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Pherefor, the Claim of the Indian folk s
}

Ist. The Six Nations Indians consumfited g Treaty with the United States
iovernment through its regular ehiannels, the same being approved and
ratified by General George Washington, at Fort Stanwix in the state
of New York in 1784, by whieh they were ceded certain territory. with-
in the stafe of New York. 2

2ud. That 4he ceding and sefting over to the Indians of this territory was
in accordance with and at theTorrtision of a treaty consumated by the
Indians as a nation and by the Enited States as a Nation.

Srd.  Purther, that the passing of the title of the ceded territory to the In-

- (Hans of the state was a legal and proper transaction, and that the In-

e diabs.as a Nation became posseszed of the ceded territory the same as
any gther nation would become :{ns.qo:\'sm.

“4(h. That the said Indiags of the thu of New York as a nation are still
the owners of the fcsnuplo title to the tergory ceded to them by the
treaty ol 1784, ; A
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3 l( niust be thoroughly uw"sxmul by oall [mnivinwmml. (hat the vesting
of this title in the Indian @all not be construed mean that the Indian is
taking any title from the white man; it being the fact that this is a division
of territory formerly belonging in its entirety to the Indian, and that the ced-
ing of this ﬂﬂe at this time is simply a division of the Indians property, and
an understanding as to where the line of divigion shall be as between ‘the white
man's country, and the country of the Indian, the same to be considered as
permanent for all future time.

Treaty Making power is vested only in Nations. No one state has or ever
had the power to make a treaty with a separate state or a nation. All the so-
called treaties between the state of New York and the individual states of the
iroquois Contederacy are of no force and effect, and have no standing before
any judicial body or Cowmmission.

Any transfer of land made in such agreements is void and the title tolnl_'
sneh land is still vested in the Six Nitions.

The peaceful possession held by early settlers and their beirs or assignees
for a century, has no legal effect, as the statute of limitation cannot run
against any nation or people who are foreed.-m procure a jurisdietional aet to
sue for rights in the courts of another country.

The Six Nation Indian is not bound by any proclamation, court decision or

statute made by any ether country.gr authority existing outside of the terri-

tory belonging to the Six Nations.

To The Six Nations Confederacy of Americs :
¥

I hereby hand you excerpt fromi the evidence behind the opinion submitted
by Hon. 1. A. Everett and conctirred in by Wise, Whitney, and Parker of
New Yory City, in regard to your claim to the tifle to eighteen millions of
acres of land.located in the state of New York.

The evidence gathered by a Commission appointed by the state legislature
of New York, to determine the legal status of the Six Nations Indian, fully
substantiates your claim, 3

After two and a half years hrsestfition by said Commission, with official
access to all documents bearing on the subject, the following facts were found :

The white man disecovered Ameriea in 1492, actually coming in contaet with
the Northern Indian in 1620. He found the country settled by a people repre-
senting all the stages of developmeént to be found in any country possessing
civilization. He found them divided into tribes, as all the old world had form-
erly been, with the exception of The Iroquois Confederacy.

While the KEastern and Northeastérn tribes had some form of government,
they all owed allegiance to a greatér government located farther West. He
found that all the tribeg from Quebec on the Ngth, to The Cumberland river
on the South, and fronihe Atlantic West offlie Mississippi, were paying
taxes to the ConfedernteN@ague. The tribes were taken under the protectifm

of the League, and the taxes ('ollqég ‘led for protection againet 4l smme————

barvian tribos of the North .md ihe-Northeast.

of governments, five septe tribes, individuaSQ harressed and whipped by
more powerful tribes livi¥g on all sides of them, had formed 5 Union or Com-
federacy. TFive States within one Central Government, both for offense and
defense.

The emigrant to the \’ World found y go ment unigue in the history

He found that in time of peace, each state regulated I'TS OWN affairs in so
far as these affairs did not nationally affect the Confederacy. But when the
time of danger came, all states rights were subjected to the Federal. and sl
affairs were loeked after as the common weal demanded,

The Iroquois Confederacy was so powerful, and sheir social order and sys-
tem of government so far ahead of anything in theory and praetice, that the
Furopean had ever known, that the Tnminigrants to the new world reported to
their respective éovernmeml*s a mighty Nation existed here. And soon yonu
find, England, Holland. and »Tance, sending ambassadors to the Confederate
League.

“These ambassadors came with “due authority to purchase land in the new
world, but found fhey could purchase no land from subject tribes; all lands
had to be purchased from the Six Nations Government.

Old Roman law, English Jurisprudence, and International law, generally
agree that any Nation able to hold its territory against invasion and usurpa-
tion, and at the same time protect smaller peoples or nafions from the sameo,
collecting taxes from them-for said protection. constitutes a Sovereign people,
and holds absolute or fee title to lamd~ This the Buropeans found ito he the
tacts with the Iroguois, and deeds taken by them from the Confederacy are
evidence that the English, Flolland anﬁ? French Governments all bought the



fee witle to the land the carly setilers uq‘upix:d from the Iroguois Confederacy,
taking from them deeds of warranty, thereby recognizing the Indians sover-
eign title to the land. }

The Iroquois Confederacy was the obly nation of Indians on the new con-
tinent which was never conguered and the only one recognized as a sovereign
government in whom the fee simple was vested.

Prior fo the Revolutionary Wavr, the English and French engaged in a bitter
war on the new continent. Both connfties recognizing the power of the Con-
tederacy were continually frying to gain their support. At this time General
George Washington came to know MK of the Iroquois as he was serv-
ing on the Emnglish staff, and he qpprf\ulatmi their fighting strength as only a
frontiersman could.

The English Colonies had been formmg their separate government for many
years and were desirous of obtaining more lands controlled by the Troquois.
In ‘time the eastern Indian boundary moved westward. The English had ap-
pointed an ambassador to the Cofifederacy in Sir William Johnson, and in
1767, the Iroquois took a firm stand and notified the English, through their
ambassador that not another foot of Tand would be sold, and themselves vol-
unteered that Sir WilliamgJohnson shéuld represent both countries in settling
a permanent boundary lir*?ofween the two natj

This was agreed to by th govcrnaaenf a the line known ag the Sir

Lohnson. William Line of Property, was definitely fixed, in 1768.

This property line was religionsiy by¥-both Natians, until 1775,

c¢londs which had been s ng threatening mus reak.

Both sides knew whicl¥ver side could ally elf with the Confederacy
wonld have the balance of power. A Treaty Council was asked for by Sir Wil-
Liam Johngon, and was granted by the Confederacy. Sir William told them
that the English asked for an alliance, and their support against the Colonies ;
that the English government would pay them five pounds gold for every fight-
_ing man, and offered them a Treaty guaranteeing them security in their title
to their territory, and protecton, against all encroachments “as long as water
runs, and grass grows.” Also should the British be whipped, the English
would deed them as much land in Canada as they then possessed in New York
and would gnarantee them their sovereignty as a Nation there.

(teneral George Washington, two ;;ﬁths jater, asked for a National Coun-
¢il of the Troquois, and it was granted. He told them the Colonies were poor,
but they were fighting for Liberty, the one thing dearest to every Thdian heart.
He said he could not offer them gold, but asked for an alliance between them
and the Continental Congress soon to be €ormed. And should the British be
whipped, the new government of the United States would renew the alliance,
both recognizing the sovereignty of one another. The U. 8. would guarantee
them in their title to their lands forever.

The majority of the Six Nations decided to remain neutral, except the
Oneidas, and the Tuscaroras, who eame into the League of the Five Nations
' shaking the Sixth, in 1710, and the wards of the Oneidas, the Stockbridges
and Brothertowns, to a fighting man joined the Colonists, and earried the
fiecessary balance of power.

After England was whipped, (‘owml Washington clothed with the power
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when both the English giernment and the Colonies realized that the war
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of the Continental Congress called a Treaty Council at Fort Stanwix in 1784,
He came to the friends who had helped him win the liberty of this country
and asked what their wish was with regard to the rest of the Six Nations who
had only remained neutral, and the Oneidas answered forgive them and let us
proceed with our prewar agreement as the Six Nations. And so the Treaty
of Fort Stanwix was the result,

That Treaty recognized the two Nations as equals. The Continental Con-
gress recognized the sovereign title of the Confederacy to their title forever,
and agreed to protect them in the same as against any encroachments whatso-
aver “as Jong as grass grows @nawater runs.”’ ﬁ

That as it was a national law of the Confederacy, that no one of the stales
of the Confederacy or no one of the dependent nations could sell a foot of ter-
ritory unless said territory was sold by the Federal power of the Six Nations,
that the same be made a part of the Treaty and that no state of the Confed-
eracy could ever sell any land without the sale being consumated by the Six ‘
Nations government, antl that the Bix Nations Government must, if it should
see fit to sell, either sell to the Undted States government, or get the consent.
of that government to sell. This Treaty was gatified by the Continental Con-
gressand after the f ntion of the Union, re ed by the United States Senate.

This Treaty was promulgated anj@every state of the United States had o(ﬁ-
clal nuhce of the same. Nofiif] 4 :

“chased millions of acres of lands from Lho m(11v1dual states of the Confede-x v
acy, in 1o instance, py asing it through t, Six Nations government and
ne\jor even asking the "‘sewt of the U. §. Gn"mnem‘. but buying it over the
written protest of the®U. S. Government. Th¥ outrage has emitinued until
there remain today only 78,000 acres of the original eighteen million,

The Boylan case has brought the American people face to face with the i
crime which has been perpetrated on the Six Nations Indians. It has broughi
the state of New York and the U. S, Government to a point when they muvst.
face this issue and make a settlement with the Confederacy for the wrongs of
degrading, pauperizing and well-nigh annihilating a once powerful Nation
which was the hope of the American Indian on the Western continent. ‘
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An Indian by the name of Mardsset Honyost had mortgaged 32 acres in
Oneida New York. Im a few years she was foreclosed and forced to move. An
Action was started by the U. 8, Districc Attorney to declare the foreclosure
illegal. The said action went to the Federal Circuit Court of northern New
York with Judge George W. Ray, presiding. After a long hearing J udge Ray
handed down a decision gtating that the title to the land had never left the
Six Nations. That the Iroquois Confederacy was still a Nation and had never
given up its right of self- -government. And in effect therefor, no one but the
Six Nations government could mortgage or sell one foot of the property guar-
anteed under the Treaty of 1784. The effect of this decision was that the 32
acres then in the hands of an innocent purchaser reverted back to the Six Na-
tions by Court order and so stands today. :

An appeal was taken by the white man to the Federal Court of Appeais and
there Judge Ray’s decision was sustained.
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