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Browning. Montana ,?V' 
June 2,1966 

Dear Bommissioner: 

; 

fell I am writing to-day and was glad you took place \ 
of Mr. •·?Nash, and now our Indian Reservation might chance 
since you took over the Office. 

And I do' hppe you do lot for my Blackfeet tribe since 
you in the Office, and the Blackfeet Tribe they are against 
the stone walli for the ten years. 

At one time the Blackfeet tribe are rich Indians and 
since . we have the Wheeler Howard Act. the Blackfeet Tribe 
went down the hill. _ 

And ever sine we have the bars in our town and some of 
men and women went to hell over drinking. 

So while back the men they go out side the neservation 
to work and now you can't get to work they wanted to do is 
to : ata~ in bars and drink, and now you can't even the men 
to go out work to-day. 

So the reason while I am writing to you so if could 
get the Blackfeet Tribe on their feet again. 

And I have been in Washington D.C. about three or four 
time trying trying my tribe on their feet again. 

Sincerely yours, 



Dear Mr. Bennett;-

Mrs. George La Breche 

512 South 27th Street 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 
June 3, 1966 

Just to express my pleasure of your appointment 
as administrator of the Indian Reservation., am sure the natives of 
the reservatio n will be tthrilled for they are your people. I t h ink 
the reservation is such a beautiful place, I have always tried to go u· 
up there at lea.st once a year in the Fall, the landscape with its 
colored leaves is so beautiful '.and of course the Wolf will always 
will be at Natures best. You know of coul.'fse that your biggest 
problem will be liquor for what is the use of jobs if the money is 
spent for liquor and not improving their own conditions without help 
I am far from being a Carrie Nation but I can 1t see children suffer 
from the lack of food due to their drinking and coming home drunk anc 
beating their chil dren. I am sure they could get much more outside 
help i i this condition did not exist. The milk program at the 
schools is the salvation of the younger chilrl~an. One of the local 
Catholic churches take clothes up there to the St. Anthony Congregat­
ion Spring and Fall ,othef' towns do the same so c lathes aren't a 
problem, the real problem is money for food and not liquor. I am not 
a Democrat but think President Johnson selecting your for this post 
is the best thing he has done since he has been in. After you get ad­
justed I wish you would go to the st. Anthony school at Neopit and 
talk to Sister Charles Marie, she is a wonderful person and very in­
telligent, she has been there for several years and is principal of 
the church school there, she is so loyal to the I ndians and bet she 
would actually fight for any of them who were wrongfully accused of a 
misdea.menor • I was ucky enough to see you on the Ed Sullivan show 
in the audience and also on the .· 11 To Te 11 the , T1'1trdllili. program, to me 
/OU l oo:-: t'..S tl-10 ;irou can handle the problem up there wel l, I kr1:)w ,rho 
.hj_ lleo 1:L,sn is ?:)1· c, rt, livec1. o n Uw .,ti. . .1e s~-rc,fft iri"°}hsconsin napids 
i:sest of everything :.o you a.YJ.d your job e..nd J. hope ... will live long 
enough to see a big Lnprove:;iE,:cit i(l .::o ,111it \_r:.i, 1s but oon !t com.'llerciall~z 
e nough to spoil 1 ts beau,:.y. very truly 

Mrs. i:;ess ie Al bee LaBreche 
512 ;:,o. 27 t h.st. 
Manitowoc, wisconsin 
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• dancers and lecturers • featuring the arts of the american indian 
ADDRESS: P. 0. BOX 4, MOOSE, JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING 

83012 
June 9, 1966 

Mr. Robert Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
1951 Constitution Ave., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Bob: 

It is a long time since we saw you at the NCAI meeting in Washing­
ton, when all of us "Indians" stayed in the old Iranian Embassy, 
own ed by the League for Free Palestine, and prepared to set up 
ARROW. Although we haven't seen you since, it has been a pleasure 
to hear about you through friends and we have been interested in 
watching your advancement in the Indian Service. 

It made our hearts sing to hear that you are now right at the top, 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs and we sen d our warm congratul­
ations. We realize it is a tough and thankless job. Nevertheless 
our wishes are sincere and we ~Si oux" have to hand it to you 
Iroquois, - for only Iroquois, so far, have ever been Commissioners,­
Ely Parker, a Seneca, and now you, we are happy to say, - an Oneida. 

We feel that we have been progressing too, when a young In dian 
leader, like Ada Deer, made the arrangements to bring us to the 
famous Tyrone Guthrie Theatre in Mtnneapolis. It was such a 
success that she and other Indian leaders invited us to present 
concerts of our Ancient In dian Dances, followed by seminars, at 
Wisconsin State University and Bemidji College in conjunction with 
Indian youth conferences. After our concert at the Indian symposium 
at Beloit College the anthropologists said we 11 brought glory to their 
department which spread through-out the entire campus. 11 We especially 
enjoyed giving seminars, following concerts at Rice, Washington, 
Iowa State and Kansas State Universities, in art, music, dance, 
drama, anthropology, sociology, - even literature and architecture. 

Every summer we present weekly concerts on Friday evenings at 
Jackson Lake Lodge in the Explorers Room and usually we have 
standing room only audiences. The only reason we continue with 
our prog~ams is to help give a better picture of In dians, in con­
trast to the usual Wild West, ro deo an d TV concept. 

Incidentally, we just received a letter fro m our old frien d 

"ONE OF THE FINEST PROGRAMS I HAVE EVER BEEN PRIVILEGED TO ATTEND" 

--Walter Terry, Dance Editor, N.Y. Herald Tribune --



-2-

/\ Bear Heart, who says he was a classmate of yours at Haskell. We 
met Bear Heart at the University of Oklahoma several years ago. 
The professors there told us that he was one of the most brill-

(
·1 iant and intelligent students they ever had. He received his 

Master's degree in Education there. We understand he is now 
looking for a new position . 

Our best wishes for continuing in your good work and on one of 
your field trips, if you get anywhere near Jackson Hole, we would 
be delighted to have you visit us at our home in Moose at the foot 
of the snowy Tetons. We are close to Wind River, Ft . Hall and 
other reservations. Indians often come to visit us. One time 
twenty-two Crow friends came to see us and they no sooner left 
than a family of Arapahos arrived. 

Sincerely, 

~~d~ 
and Glad~ n 

P. S. 

Bear Heart's address is: Bear Heart 
5655 Chaparral Road 
Las Vegas, N. Mexico 

"A PERFECTLY DELIGHTFUL EVENING" 

--John Martin, Dance Editor, The New York Times--



Bureau of India.n Affairs 
Washington, D.c. 

To the Director: 

Dear Mr . ~ennett: 

342 Berkeley Pk. Blvd. 
Berkeley, Cal if., 
June 15, 1966 

Hopefully you are the new Director although I have not been able to 
find out if your recommendation has been approved as final . If so please 
accept my very best wishes for your future work with our first .Americans. 
This is the best news I have heard in years and I have new hope for our 
American Indians in many areas. 

Yours truly, 

.. 
CM 
en 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF PRISONS 
FEDERAL REFORMATORY 

EL RENO, OKLAHOMA 

28 
/ f J 

June 27,1966 
. C-. = . = . .-. 
; 

Mr. Robert Lo Bennett, 
Cormnissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Department of Interior, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Bob:· 

: 

. . . . . . . 
! . . 

Just a note of congratulations to you from a couple of former 
Haskell students on your promotion. I attended Haskell 1930-32 
(Corrnnercial) and, of course, knew you as a Senior Commercial student 
while I was a Junior. My wife Mary (Marshall) did not graduate until 
1936. It is unlikely that you would remember us, but if you think of 
it you might ask Dick Massey about us as we were with him out at 
Window Rock. 

I have been with the Federal Prison Service since 1940 and am 
now stationed as an Associate Warden here at the Federal Reformatory 
in El Reno. 

c::o 
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Rumors indicate that you may be in the Anadarko and El Reno 
areas during July. If this be true, I would enjoy visiting with you 
about the problems of our Indian People generally and more,specifically 
about the welfare of the forty or so Indians in our institutional pop­
ulation who need assistance at the time of their release. You may enjoy 
visiting our Federal Reformatory here. If so, just let me know on 
institution phone (405) AN 2-4875 or my home phone (405) AN 2-1391. 

0EJ:es 
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June 28th 
1 9 6 6 

Dear Mro Bennett:-

I would like to c0ngradulate 

you on your recent appointmento 

Your background indicates a 

wise choiceo The Indian people are indeed fort­

unate in acquiring leadership of such statureo 

I hope that you will favor our 

area with a visit in the not too distant futureo 

.1S i9-cerely, 1 , " 

ttLLe~v) ,,-, ,'.4Pfo:0 { ~vC,J 
INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER 



- AN A LYSIS 

DR. RICHARD R. LETHERER 
OPTOMETRIST 

PHONE: 225-5534 - 2 05 CAPITOL B U ILDI NG 

ABERDEEN , SOUTH DAKOTA 57401 

CONTACT LENSES 

July 14, 1966 

Mr. Robert Bennett 
u. S. Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Bob, 

Another congratulation letter is in 
order for you, but sent rather late. 

They certaintly know who to select 
for the top jobs in the B. I. A. 

Sincere best wishes to you and your 
family from us Peons in South Dakota. 

Sincerely yours, 

'1>1~ 
RRL:ai Richard Letherer, O.D. 



i'.'IISSISSI f-l~I :3A"TC or CITOCTA',"J I '!DI:UJS 
c/o Cho c taw Agency 

Philadelphia, Mississiopi 39350 

Mro Ro bert LQ Bennett 
Com~issi ne r of Indian Affa irs 
Bureau of Indian Afratrs 
Department of the Interior 
1~rash ington' D. C . 202u2 

Dear Mr 9 Bennett: 

The Triba l Counci l or the Mississipni Band - f Choctaw 

Indians o~ Mississippi ~eet on Ju l y 12 , 1966 in its rea 

gu l ar mcetin~ and nassed a reso l ution of Appreciation to you 

for being the first~ mmissinner of Ind ian Affa irs to 

honor us with a visit in T·'lay of 1966. 

•rhe Triba l Counci l authorized the ChairJ11an , f• r. Clay 

Gibso n who has been elected since your visit here to 

write this letter of appreciatio;,;,~ 

~ uibson , Cha i rman 
TA ha l Counci l 

cc: ~r. Vi r ;il Harrington 
Ur. Ja~es D. hale ­
file 



Presented 

to 

____ r_'r_. _R_o ber~__b_-~enrn~t t , Com'rlis s ion':3r 

nf Tndjan Affairs , DenRrt'TIP n t ur the 

Interi0r , Washington, 

for 

bein~ the first Commissioner of Ind­

ian ~ffairs to visit the Choctaw Ag­
ency and the ~ ississi~pi Dand of 

Chnctaw Indians f Ll ississiopi . The 

C0'rlm i ssioner addressed the r.raduating 

Sl ass o~ Choc taw Central _n Yay ?6 , 

1966 at the Choctaw Central Hi~h. 

son, 
Trib- Counci l 
Mississioni Rand of Cho ctaw Tnd . 
Phi lade lph i a , ~iss i ssipni 

Y rk, SP.cret~r y­
Trj_ha l ounri l 
Miss . Band of Choctaw ~nd . 
Phi l o. ,, i'.~ iss is s i ppi 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Chief, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

2529 Chestnut Boulevard 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223 
July 17, 1966 

I read in an article in the AKRON BEACON JOURNAL 
that you have ·become head of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
I wish to congratulate you and hope you are more successful 
than your predecessors. 

I am very interested in American Indians. It is my 
feeling that they have been neglected for too long. I 
correspond with a Jesuit priest who is at Red . Cl iff Indian 
Reservation in Red Cliff, Wisconsin. 

Best of luck to you in your new job. 

Very truly yours, 

b I 
FJR:br 

\ !1 ,~ ~ii--
Fred J. Riccilli 

c._ _ 
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ROBERT B , DUNCAN 
4TH DISTRICT, OREGON 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, O .C . 20515 
AREA CODE :>,02, , ~5a~4 16 

COMMITTEE: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

~ 
R . K. "MIKE" GRISWOLD 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

€ongrcss of tbt Wnitcb ~tatts 
1!,ou~e of 1'epre~entatibt.£S 

amtasbington, ll.Ql:. 

ROOM 222A. POST OFFICE BUILDING 

EUGENE, OREGON 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

AREA CODE 503 : 342-5141, EXT. 375 

July 21, 1966 

May I add my congratulations to the many other~ which 
have come your way upon your appointment as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

Much work remains to be done in the field of Indian 
affairs and I am confident that under your leadership 
and through our joint efforts many desired accomplish­
ments will be realized. 

RBD:rsc 

" """"· _, l • 
kl -• -' ._.., 

Robert B. Duncan 
Member of Congress 

-::rJ 
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Wa shington, D. C. 

,<,,,t.,:11 

Dear ~~. Bennett: 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate 
you on your appointment as the new 6ommissioner 
of Indian Affairs. For many years I have worked 
to save Cherokee landmarks,to preserve the history 
and culture of this tribe of Indians. My work goes 
on constantly and I am completely dedicated to it. 

... 
en 
c:,n 

Recently I was in charge of a gigantea tree-planting 
ceremony on the Capitol Grounds and am sending you 
a copy of the Congressional Record of May 25,1966, 
which has to do with this event. 

If I can be of any help to you in this part of the 
country, I would be honored to have you call upon 
me. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Chief w. W. 
Keeler and facts about the origination of the idea 
to get a Sequoyah Commemorative stamp issed. I 
have also asked for the support of Secretary Stewart 
Udall. 

T / f/lA.I J ~ ,.,._...., ,' ~ ~~ 
Chewani Ruskin 

.. t.;,,,-0 
cJ-., 
• "'fl 
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.n 
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JULIA BUTLER HANSEN 
3tt DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 

COM MITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITI'EE ON INTERIOR 

SUBCOMMITl'EE ON FOREIGN OPERATIONS 
,.-

<!tongrcss of tbc Wnitcb gs,tatcs 
1!,ou~e of 3!epre~entatibe~ 

Rlatibfngtou, It~. 

August 11, 1966 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affair s 
Un i ted States Departma:i.t of the Interior 
Washington , D. C . 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

I was pleased to read a copy of the report you 
submi tted to Senator Jackson of Washington, whi ch was 
requested by the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. 

Your stated purposes and goals are commendable 
and I am eager for you to have the opportunity to enact 
these programs before we allow anyone e l s e to enter the 
picture, such as the Partnership Exchange Program proposed 
by the Peace Corps. 

Let me congr atulate you on your appointment as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and for the honor of being 
designated "Indian of the Year" . Best of luck to you in 
your new pos i tion. 

With my cordial personal regards and very best 
wishes, I am 

urs most sincerely , 

JBH:amc 

c::r, 

.. 
0, 
c::n 
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