
INDIAN HISTORIANS SPEAK OUT - -
DO the history textbooks used in American schools 

"tell it like it is" when the subject is the Indian role 
in American history? 

The conclusions reached on this question by the Ameri­
can Indian Historical Society of San Francisco, California, 
are definitely in the negative. In a recent issue of its publi­
cation, The Indian Historian, the Society noted that forty­
three textbooks used in the fourth , fifth , and eighth grades 
had the following characteristics : 

The American Indian is barely mentioned in connec­
tion with the Colonial period of American history. 

The American Indian's contribution to the economy of 
the nation and the world is barely mentioned, if at all. 

The history of the Indian in the Gold Rush is either not 
mentioned or is distorted. 

The history of the American Indian during the Mission 
period of California history is misinterpreted. 

The description of the relationship between the federal 
government and Indians is distorted; there is no effort to 
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create an· understanding of the current situation. 
Treaties with the Indian tribes are not mentioned and 

at best are passed off lightly as of no account. The true 
condition of the reservation Indians is completely ignored, 
or misinterpreted. The current economic situation of the 
Indian is ignored. 

Jeannette Henry, editor of The Indian Historian sug­
gests that a more balanced presentation of the role of 
Indians in American history could give all American 
children a "deeper appreciation of the fact that mankind 
grows, makes mistakes, tries to correct them, and step by 
stumbling step, man reaches for understanding, knowl­
edge, and a better way of life. 

"We can teach the young student to understand other 
peoples, other cultures, other races. And first of all we 
teach him to understand the people, the culture, and the 
race which is entirely native to this land of ours. In this 
way we can strike a blow at prejudice more powerfully 
than any picket line." 

Reprint from Indian Record, November 1968 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

20510 

January 1968 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I am pleased to send you a copy of the Vice Presi­
dent's Handbook for Local Officials. As the Admini­
stration's liaison with Mayors and local officials, 
I came to realize that one of the significant problems 
in Federal-local coordination and cooperation was a 
lack of a central source of information about Federal 
programs. The Handbook was developed in response to 
this need . 

The Handbook is designed. for use as a companion piece 
to the Catalog of Federal Assistance Programs (Office 
of Economic Opportunity, June 1, 1967). It is organ­
ized by local problem areas -- all Federal programs 
that relate to a particular problem are grouped in 
one place. Marginal page references to the more 
detailed explanations in the Catalog will enable in­
terested local officials to pursue particular programs 
further. 

I believe that the Handbook will make a significant 
contribution toward better programs and more effective 
use of resources at the local level. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, o. c. 
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IN DIAN RECORD 

Commissioner's Comments 

Important Indian Legislation 
Now Before Federal Congress 

The next few weeks will be vital to Indian people 
as the 90th Congress begins its second session, 
Many matters affecting Indian people are before 
the Congress. 

There is substantive legislation pending, such as: 
• The Indian Resources Development bill 
• A bill to settle the claims of the native peoples 

of Alaska 
• Heirship bills 
• Amendment to Public Law 280 
• Repeal of the 1917 Act which restricts scholar­

ship aid to Indian students 
• Long-term leasing bills 
There are also several judgment bills and other 

bills of interest to particular tribes. 
In addition, in this very critical budget year, 

competition will be very keen and much work will 
need to be done to justify appropriations for many 
of the services you need and have requested, par­
ticularly where we are requesting increases or funds 
for new services, 

Indications are that this session of the Congress 
will be shortened because of political conventions 
and election campaigns, All of this makes it neces­
sary for me and my assistant commissioners to 
spend a major portion of our time the next few weeks 
in Washington in support of legislation for you. 

We appreciate your many requests to visit and 
meet with you, but we need to place very high 
priorities · on our work with the Congress. We know 
that you will cooperate with us, as you always have, 
and we will leave it to your good judgment when 
inviting us so that we can be with you on those 
important occasions which you feel are of special 
significance to you. 

Robert L. Bennett 

February 1968 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, Udall (right) presents 
an Interior Department Award of Valor co Daniel N, Martinez, 
a Papago tribal policeman, for his heroic rescue of two men 
trapped in a flooded desert wash, 

Papago Policeman's Award 
Reflects Heroic Rescue Effort 

An Indian Police Officer, who risked his life for 
two hours in the swirling waters of a swift running 
desert wash to rescue two men trapped on the roof 
.of their car, received the Interior Department's 
Award of Valor from Interior Secretary Stewart L. 
Udall on December 12. 

The Officer, Daniel N. Martinez, 40, of the 
Papago, Ariz. Reservation, was alerted to the 
plight of the two men the night of August 16, 1967. 
They had attempted to drive across Anegam wash, 
flooded by heavy rains, but their car was washed 
off the road and was in danger of being swept away 
by swift current. 

Martinez quickly organized a rescue party in 
the community of Chui Chui and drove to the scene. 



He backed his police truck into the wash to serve as 
a platform for rescue efforts. However, the current 
started to move · this vehicle too and it had to be 
moved to shallow water where five Papagos climbed 
on top to weigh it down. 

Securing one end of a rope to the truck, Martinez 
waded into the wash but was immediately swept 
off his feet and all but carried away by the rushing 
water. After four attempts he managed to get close 
enough to the car to throw a rope to the men 
trapped on its roof, and Guy Pence of Mesa, Ariz. 
was pulled to safety. Two tries later Martinez got 
the rope to Eddie Monroe, also of Mesa, and he was 
assisted to dr-y land. - Martinez then drove the two 
men to his home and provided them with dry clothes 
so they could return to Mesa. 

Martinez is a Mohave Indian from the Colorado 
River, Ariz. Reservation where he was employed 
for several years as tribal chief of police before 
being employed by the Bureau as a police officer. 

Arizona School Program 
Works For Motivation 

A unique educational program, designed to help 
Indian high school students develop the motivation 
and educational competence to finish high school and 
go on for further education is now underway in 
Arizona, 

Named the Arizona Indian High School Demonstra­
tion Project, the program is directed by George A. 
Gill, assistant professor of education, Arizona 
State University, who is a member of the Omaha 
Tribe of Nebraska, Funds came from an Office of 
Economic Opportunity grant, 

The 80 students who are participating (42 girls 
and 38 boys) represent the Mohave, Chemehuevai, 
Haulapai, Hopi, Navajo, Papago, Gila River Pima­
Maricopa, San Carlos Apache, and White Mountain 
Apache Tribes, They were selected from Bureau, 
mission, and public schools as students of normal 
learning ability who could benefit from added edu­
cational incentives, 

These 80 students attended an 8-week residential 
program last summer on the Arizona State Univer­
sity campus at Tempe, Ariz,, from June 17 to 
August 11, The curriculum included language, arts, 
typing, mathematics, Indian culture identification, 
philosophy, health, vocational careers and guidance, 
After school and weekend activities included a com­
plete recreational program, cultural events, and 
numerous field trips, 

Flexible scheduling, to avoid the dullness of 
routine, made it possible for students to attend 
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their regular classes throughout the week without 
attending any class at the same hour each day. 
Students received considerable help from the two 
project tutors assigned to each section of 16 stu­
dents. These tutors provided both aca,demic help and 
individual and group counseling. Fifty percent of 
the staff were of Indian ancestry. 

f" 

As the students returned to their regular schools 
in September an extensive IO-month followup pro­
gram was begun. Project staff will make personal 
visits to students and their respective teachers and 
schools during the school year. Counseling, testing, 
and evaluative sessions will be held with each student, 

All the information obtained from this project 
will be shared with the schools and the tribes to 
present a better picture of how the student has been 
affected by the program and how motivation has been 
increased. If funds are available the program will be 
continued next year. 

New Textile Plant 
Set For Oklahoma 

Plans for the opening of a household textile plant 
at Tahlequah, Okla., were announced jointly Jan­
uary 9 by Governor Dewey F. Bartlett, · Roy C, 
McCall, Jr., president, McCall Manufacturing Co,, 
Easley, S,C., and W, W, Keeler, Cherokee Foundation 
and Principal Chief of Cherokee Tribe, 

The Tahlequah plant will be operated as Star­
cross, Oklahoma, Inc,, and is expected to begin 
operation in temporary location in February, House­
hold, textile and related items will be produced, 

Many of the employees will be Cherokee Indians. 
Employment the first year will be approximately 
50 when the new 30,000 square foot building is 
completed and full production is reached. 

In making the announcement Governor Bartlett 
said: 

"The Bureau of Indian Affairs at Muskogee, the 
Tahlequah Chamber of Commerce, the Cherokee 
Foundation, and Oklahoma Northeast, Inc., are to be 
commended for their cooperative effort in bringing 
this industry into Northeastern Oklahoma, Employ­
ment should be a strong boost to the Tahlequah 
area economy. 

indians Say Rocks Will Grow 

Indian legend holds that California's Alabama 
Rocks near Lone Pine, Inoyo County, Calif., will one 
day be mountains like the 14,000 foot Sierra Nevada 
escarpment rising behind them, Their story is told 
in an article and photograph in a recent Sunday 
"New York Times" travel section. 



Seminoles Make Things 
Grow, Save Tribal Cash 

A famous tine from the hit musical "Hello Dolly" 
says that 11hioney is just like manure, you should 
spread it around to make things grow." 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is interested in 
money and in making things grow. Accordingly, it 
has developed · a program that involves both a 
financial savings and an improved fertilizer pro­
gram for the Tribe's extensive pasture lands on the 
BrightoFJ and Big Cypress Reservations. 

The fertilizer in this case is chemical rather 
than natural but it is an essential part of growing 
quality grass on which tribal members can graze 
their beef cattle herds. 

Seminole workers load one of their truck spreaders frOlfl a 
semi-trailer. 

Until recently the Tribe had hired the fertilizing 
done by a commercial company. But Seminole 
ranchers were concerned that the program was 
expensive and that they could not always get the 
work done at the exact time when the fertilizer 
would do the most good. 

Pasture lands receive all important plant nutrition in the tribes 
latest enterprise, 
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The solution to these problems? The Seminoles 
decided to go into the fertilizing business for ,them­
selves. At a cost of a little more than $5,000 they 
bought four surplus military trucks and spreader 
boxes. 

After some instn,1ction in the use and maintenance 
of the spreader trucks the tribesmen found that they 
could spread the fertilizer at an _ equipment and 
labor cost of $3.12 per ton as compared to $8.50 
per ton for the job done commercially. In addition, 
the fertilizer could be put on at the exact time in 
the growing season wqen it would do the most good. 

So not only. are the Seminoles making ·things 
g_row as efficiently as possiple, they are saving 
themselves quite a bit of money in the bargain. 
For fiscal 1967 this saving amounted to $8,309. 
And the 1,679 tons of fertilizer grows a lot of hay. 

Three Named to Indian 
Claims Commission Posts 

With the swearing in of three new commissioners 
of the Indian Claims Cpmmission the last month of 
1967, the Commission-_-established in 1946 to hear 
and determine claims against the United States on 
behalf of any group of American Indians residing 
within the United States--is now functioning with 
its full complement of five commissioners. 

John T. Vance of Montana and Jerome K. Kuy­
kendall of Virginia were sworn into office Decem­
ber 19, 1967. Vance fills one of two new vacancies 
created by Public Law 90-9 of April 10, 1967 which 
expanded the Commission membership from three 
to five commissioners. Kuykendall fills the vacancy 
created by the retirement of Arthur V. Watkins, 

Richard W. Yarborough of Texas was sworn into 
office as the third new commissioner December 28, 
1967. He fills the second of the two new vacancies. 

Vance was born in Lexington, Ky. Oct. 12, 1921. 
He received his A.B. in history and political science 
from the University of Montana in 194 7 and an LL.B 
from George Washington University in 1950. He 
served in the U ,S. Army from 1942 to 1946. 

Vance practiced law in Missoula, Mont. from 1950 
to 1954. During this period he served as commis­
sioner of safety in Missoula and in 1954 was ap­
pointed deputy county attorney for Missoula Co. 
From 1954 to 1963 Vance served as counsel to the 
Montana Trade Commission. He was city attorney 
of Helena, Mont. from 1964 to 1966. For the past 
academic year he has been director of the continuing 
legal education program at the University of North 
Dakota. 



Kuykendall was born on Dec. 8, 1907, in Pomeroy, 
Wash. He graduated in 1932 with air LL.B. from the 
University of Washington and was admitted to the 
Washington Bar that same year. 

From 1932 to 1941 he practiced law in Seattle. 
He was assistant attorney general for the State of 
Washington from 1941 to 1944, and then served 
from 1944 to 1946 as a lieutenant in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve. From 1946 to 194 7 he was again the assist­
ant attorney general for the State of Washington. 

In 1947, Kuykendall was counsel to the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate of the State of Washington. 
He was a partner in an Olympia, Wash. law firm 
from 1947 to 1951. From 1951 to 1953he was chair­
man of the Public Service Commission of the State 
of Washington. 

In 1953 President Eisenhower appointed Kuyken­
dall as Chairman of the Federal Power Commission 
and he served in that capacity until 1961. From 1962 
until September of this year he has been a partner in 
a Washington, D.C. law firm and in private practice. 

Yarborough was born in Austin, Tex. Oct. 20, 
1931. He attended the University of Texas, where 
he received a B.A. degree in 1953 and a law degree 
in 1955. Mr. Yarborough served in the U.S. Army 
from 1955 to 1957. · 

From 1957 to 1958, Yarborough was in private 
law practice in Austin, Tex. Additionally, during 
this period and from 1958 'to 1965, he served both in 
Washington and Austin, on the staff of Ralph W. 
Yarborough, U .s. Senator from Texas. 

Yarborough was a member of the staff of the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare from 
1965 to 1967. Most recently he has served as legis­
lative assistant to Senator Yarborough. 

Sioux Lawmaker Details Indian 
Future--Problems, Attitudes 
(Editor' s not e: Th e followin g articl e appeared in th e 

· January 1967 issu e of " Th e Optimis t Magazin e. " Its 

author, R ep. Ben Reifel is am ember of the Rose bud Sioux 
Trib e and a former Bureau of Indian Affairs employee . He 
has been a memb er of Congre ss from South Dakota sinc e 
1961 . ) 

American Indians on U.S. reservations and in 
many cities like Minneapolis and Chicago are amongst 
the lowest income groups of our society, 

This results from a shortage of jobs and/or skills 
on the reservations and in the cities, usually because 
of lack of social and technical preparation. 

The Federal Government, through the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and the churches, via their mission­
ary programs, worked hard for 100 years to educate, 
but it was not until 1928 that high school training for 
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Indians got under way in any great measure. Only in 
the last twenty years have Indian children had all 
12 grades available to them. 

New Programs Now 

War on Poverty programs are adding to Bureau 
of Indian Affairs' efforts. Pre-school pro jeers were 
initiated thirty years ago, bu.t never were adequately 
funded, Now with Office of Economic Opportunity 
efforts on a nationwide scale, Indians are getting 
some help in this area of education. 

Increased attention to ct.tsadvantaged minorities 
growing out of the recent civil rights legislation will 
tend to focus national interest on social and economic 
deficiencies among Indians. 

Important in the present situation is the very 
active and personal interest Secretary of the Interior 
Stewart Udall is demonstrating by placing the con­
siderable resources of his office and the Interior 
Department in support of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
in its planning and programming. Never before has 
such dedicated concern been shown by a Secretary of 
the Interior. This also can be said of his wife, Lee. 
They are involving themselves in the arts of the 
Indian as well as furthering efforts to improve 
his physical and economic well-being, 

So there is a great ferment in the top leadership 
in the Capitol. It commands attention and lends en­
couragement to all of us who want to be helpful in 
correcting the woeful circumstances that breed 
Indian squalor and feelings of helplessness. 

People Slow to Change 

People everywhere are slow to change. The 
Indians were here probably 20,000 years before 
Columbus or Leif Ericson. The life-ways of the 
many Indian people cultures are not easily uprooted 
and they should not be. Yet, some hold back social 
change necessary to a meaningful modern American 
existence. 

Here are some basics in this regard: 
1. We Americans pride ourselves on our capacity 

to conquer nature (space)--the Indian' s main 
reliance was on his ability to live in harmony 
with nature. We Americans predicate our 
actions on tomorrow. Indians histor ically 
lived for today. For example, Americans look 
at their watches not to see the time it is, but 
to see what time it isn't yet! 

2. Americans through their acquis itiveness 
strive to accumulate property which in gen­
eral is prestigeful. Indians have s hared their 
goods mainly as a historical kind of social 
security and in part to achieve stature among 
their own peers. By the very nature of our 



society this "sharing," while a fine gesture in 
expressing brotherhood to man, too often is 
carried to a fault in its application in our 
modern times. 

3. We Americans are obsessed with schedu1es. 
We make excuses to our associates when 
we don't show up on time for appointments. 
Indians place no great store on this phe­
nomenon we refer to as "time." Th~y even 
lack a word for it in their language. 

4. An important part of our American economic 
development - is based on personal savings 
and their profitable reinvestment. In the 

. nature of things Indians found it to their 
disadvantage to save. 

5. Americans through ;i. long process of many 
generations have developed a high regard for 
work as a part of their family upbringing. 
In the Indians' hunting and food-gathering 
economy the men were warriors and hunters. 
The tedious tasks to maintain the family and 
the local community were left to the old men 
and the women. This was essential to exist­
ence in a territory where tribes continually 
were warring against each other. 

The foregoing significant differences have been 
oyerco~e effectively with education and job oppor­
tunities. Unfortunately, as indicated earlier, work 
for a money economy is not readily available on 
the reservations. Individuals who have responded to 
education and have an effective desire for a decent 
level of living have found it necessary to leave the 
reservations, or communities in cities where needy 
Indians predominate. Thus, those who remain behind 
consist mainly of young people who are not able to 
see firsthand every day the importance of "the world 
of work." 

I hope in this short summary I have been able to 
picture the tremendous social adjustment that lies 
ahead in communities of Indians where there is vir­
tually no work opportunity. It is hoped that Ameri­
cans will be patient with the valiant efforts that will 
be made by Secretary of Interior Udall and Commis­
sioner Bennett to bring about a new day for the 
Indian people. The change, however, must be accom­
plished in deeprooted traditions and it will be very 
slow. 

Much has been accomplished. Indian health has 
improved. Education has moved forward with leaps 
and bounds. 

Indians can change without losing the substance 
of their culture. There are sufficient examples 
everywhere by which we and the Indians can take 
heart. The present .effort will not bring overnight 
changes for the better, but will definitely accelerate 
the process. 
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Last month INDIAN RECORD carried a photo of a Navajo 
rug woven by Lola Yazzie. The caption under the photo made 
mention of a carving by Lawney Reyes of the Colville Reser­
vation as illustrating the difference between old and new forms 
of Indian art. Unfortunately, the picture of the carving did not 
appear. This is it, · ' · 

30 Percent W-ork Injury Cut 
By 1970 Safety Goal of BIA 
(Editor's note: Th e following is exce rpted from " S afe ty, 
a Func tion of E ffec tive Mana gement," a sp eech gi ven by 
J. L eonard Norwoo d, Ass istant Commi ssion er for A dmin­
istration of the Bu reau of Indian Affair s befor e th e Bureau 
Safety Management Con fer ence, 55th National Safety 

Congre ss, Chi cago, Ill.) 

Safety within the Bureau of Indian Affairs is 
an on-going, vigorous, and energetic function de­
signed specially to achieve management goals. First 
and foremost concern of management is the safety 
and welfare of Indian people, students, our employees 
and their families. Employees who perform their 
daily tasks, varied in nature and scope throughout 
the Bureau operations, are a prime safety respon­
sibility of management. The safety of people is the 
primary ingredient of -the achievement of a success­
ful operation. 

Second consideration of management officials is 
the protection of its physical facilities which houses 
the employees, Indians, and children, and the equip­
ment used by employees to carry out their daily 
work. 

Our Government has invested millions of dollars 
in the selection, placement, and training of its work 
force. Competent and thoroughly trained employees 
are the most valuable asset to our organization. Our 



physical facilities such as school complexes, class­
rooms, gymnasiums, dormitories, dining rooms, 
kitchens, employee's homes, office buildings, shops, 
warehouses and all the equipment used daily by the 
employees, including a wide variety of motor ve­
hicles, represent an investment in. excess of a billion 
dQllars, Accidents can and do result in unnecessary 
and unwanted fires, damages to property, including 
motor vehicles, and--most important to any man­
ager:--rn3uries and death to valuable employees. 
Destructive accidents can be and are prevented by 
management officials at every level of the organ­
ization. 

Recently, the safety function was re-organized 
within the Bureau, to provide management officials 
with trained specialists in the total field of accident­
prevention. 

In my capacity and scope, as Assistant Commis­
sioner for Administration, I am proud of the accom­
plishments made to date by the Branch of Safety. 
Your efforts are bringing the goals of management 
closer and closer every day, 

Together, we are achieving better cost reduction 
in our operations; we are achieving better man­
power utilization; and, we are making consid­
erable gains in the total area of management 
improvement through · the reduction of work 
errors, 

Our President has established goals for every 
Federal Official in the "Mission-Safety 70" pro­
gram, a 30 percent reduction in work injuries, 
property damage, structural fires, motor vehi­
cles accidents, and their resultant costs by 1970. 

Our combined efforts achieved the 30 percent 
cost reduction goal by 1966 - 4 years ahead of 
the final target year of 1970, However, com­
placency upon the part of any manager or super­
visor within our organization can affect our final 
cost, the final frequency rate of work injuries 
and the final property damages under the "Mis­
sion-Safety 70" program, Complacency can result 
in criminal negligence, We have a trust respon­
sibility to protect our students from fires and 
from injuries in our school dormitories, and 
all other school buildings. Exits fro.l'h a school 
dormitory, from a school classroom building, 
from a gymnasium or dining room are to be 
operative at all times. Personnel in Plant Design 
and Construction, Plant Management and Safety 
are working diligently to have all the safety 
devices installed and operative to protect humar, 
lives in the event of a fire and/ or other emer- . 
gency. Thoughtless acts of employees when they 
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T ~ere aren't too many cows north of the Arctic Circle but the 
skill s of the cowboy were in evidence recently when Will 
Rogers, Jr, visited the Bureau of Indian Affairs school at 
Wainwright, Here Rogers holds an Eskimo girl captive in a 
hoop of rope as he demonstrates that he has the same skills 
that his father made famous in the entertainment world, Rogers' 
visit was part of an inspection tour of Alaskan facilities he i s 
making as an Assistant to Commis sioner Robert L, Bennett, 
(Photo: Jim Bedford, University of Alaska) 

bar or chain and padlock exit doors, or when 
they render emergency fire alarms inoperative 
are grounds for criminal negligence. 

The Bureau has a higher frequency rate of dis­
abling work injuries than the Department as a 
whole. We have the capabilities to reduce the 
frequency rate of disabling injuries below the 
Department rate. Let us now resolve our mutual 
determination and renew our sense of purpose 
to achieve the goals of a 50 percent reduction in 
the frequency rate and in the costs due to acci­
dents by 1970 from the base year of 1963. In 
achieving the two goals by 1970, we will have 
a frequency rate of 6,5 or less, and our costs 
will be $475,000 or less. The cost reduction goal 
will require approximately 10 percent reduction 
in costs due to accidents for the years--1968, 
1969 and 1970 from last year's cost figures, 

I re-assure you that I will do all that I possibly 
can from my office to help us achieve this goal. 
I am certain that we all agree that a frequency 
rate of 9 and a combined accident cost of $645,000 
is too high for our Bureau, Too high in the num­
ber of disabling work injuries; too high in the 
number of productive man days lost; too high in 
dollars lost; and far more significant to all man­
agers and supervisors, too high in the amount of 
human suffering and grief that employees and 
their families must endure in carrying out our 
work programs, 



Education Leader Calls 
For Partnership To Meet 
Goal of Indian Progress 
(Editor's Note: Th e following is a condensation of a s peech 
made by Jo seph G. Colmen, Deputy Assistant Sec retary 
for Education--D epartment of Health , Education , and W el­

f are , at the Governors' Int ers tate Indian Council mee ting 
at R eno, Nev. October 18, 1967.) 

Today in 1967, for the Indians, the time never 
looked better. First, the country has been awakened 
to the fact that segments of our society have been 
passed by in the race for affluence. Brought force­
fully to the fo refront by the militant Negro civil 
rights moveme·nt, persons in decision-making posi­
tions are becoming concerned about all forgotten 
groups, including Mexican Americans and Indians. 
They want to do something now. 

Second, President Johnson has directed the 
Federal departments and agencies to point their 
resources to a far greater degree than they have 
in the past to helping to improve the quality of 
life for American Indians. The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, historically preoccupied with natural re­
sources and land, is turning much greater emphasis 
to a "people-oriented" mission. Secretary Udall is 
committed to the goal of equalizing opportunity 
and choice for the Indian people. In Commissioner 
Bennett, there is a leader who, Indian himself, is 
devoted with understanding and compassion to seeing 
his people enjoy the fruits of our great country. 

Our mammoth Federal establishment is, every­
where being plumbed to find mechanisms and pro­
grams by which its vast services and resources can 
be delivered to Indian people. 

All of these things augur well for the Indians. 
The time does seem ripe. But I would like to ad­
dress myself to what I think can continue to be a 
restraining influence on progress. It is something 
that can be changed, if there is will to do so, and 
it is something that can be changed without much 
money. I refer to what is to me, after a year of 
immersion in Indian matters, a sorry lack of com­
munications between Indians and the rest of us. 

By lack of communication, I don't mean a lack 
of talk. In some ways, there is an overabundance of 
talk. Indians talk to us; we talk to Indians. I fear, 
though, that in all the talking that goes on, very 
little listening really happens. And when we do try, 
really try, to listen to each other, our ears are 
open, but our minds are closed. The message 
somehow gets garbled in the transmission. It gets 
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mixed with haunting fears, attitudes of distrust, 
prejudice (on both sides), and just plain untruths 
and half truths. 

Let me give you a few examples. 
We persist in educating Indian children to 

learn the white man 1s ways, to the exclusion of 
his own rich heritage, in spite of the Indians' 
repeated pleas to provide the bicultural educa­
tion that will give the child a sense of cultural 
pride, as well as the know-how he will need to 
"make it" in the other society, if he opts for 
that alternative. 

We persist in making decisions on a wide 
range of policy matters that intimately affect 
the Indian people without their true, full par­
ticipation, in spite of the Indians' natural, ex­
pected resentment of that process, frequently 
articulated by them. We do too much for, not 
enough with, the Indians. 

On the other hand, attempts to be of help, 
sincere or not, are reacted to by Indians with 
distrust and suspicion often without serious 
study, closing of communication, even to the 

· extent that the real, existing Indian needs be­
come secondary issues. 

When asked to develop long range goals, the 
state of affairs that Indians want for themselves 
5, 10 or 20 years hence, Indians respond with 
the old fear that their unique relationship with 
the Federal Government will be abrogated: better 
leave things pretty much as they are. 
Once and for all, I think we need to get the 

termination issue out in the open. Let us declare 
that the Federal Government supports the views 
of the Governors Interstate Indian Council on this 
matter. Then let's get to work on the real prob­
lems. 

I submit that in a continued atmosphere of barri­
cades, with real or fancied rationales, though there 
may be genuine desire to improve conditions on 
both sides, little of real value will occur. First 
there must be trust and confidence, and with it two­
way participating communication between equals in 
a partnership for action. To accomplish this, the 
Federal Government must sincerely provide mech­
anisms not just for Indian involvement or even Indian 
participation in decision making, but for Indian 
decision making itself. The Federal Government 
must b'e willing to let Indians make their own mis­
takes, if they do, and yet continue to back them up 
without punitive reaction. Such support will have 
to come from both the legislative and the executive 
branches, and I think they are ready for it. But 
Indians have to pitch in when the opportunity is 
given, not sit back, not complain, but work. The 
power to be constructive can bring far greater 
rewards than the power exercised so often today; 
the power of stopping action by being negative. 



When we in HEW open this kind of dialogue, I hope 
you will respond to the challenge in the way I have 
described. 

Mention of the word "partnership" brings me to 
a second point: that the Federal Government work­
ing alone with Indians, cannot bring the full promise 
we all hope to realize. Like it c;ir not, this country 
of ours is not · just a Federal Government, but a 
federation of States. This may sound strange coming 
from a "Fed", but many of the problems of our 
failure as a Nation to deal with today's problems 
arise from long years of States' unwillingness to 
bend, to tackle new problems, to represent the 
needs of all their. citizens, f:i;om default of responsi­
bility. This has shown itself clearly in the matter 
of education of all disadvantaged groups. 

In some ways, the State relationship to the 
Federal Government has for a long time mirrored 
the Indian relationship to the Federal Government. 
"Let big daddy solve the problem. 11 But as in the 
case of Indians who now must join in to do the job, 
so must the States and localities enter the partner­
ship. So incidentally must all the great institutions 
of our country: business, labor, non-profit or­
ganizations. In the case of Indians, it is easy for 
States to• say that Indians • do not pay taxes, they 
are the Federal Government's wards. In fact, Indians 
are citizens with the right to vote, and their welfare 
affects all of us. 

Furthermore, let us remember well that there 
are almost as many Indians residing off of reserva­
tions as are residing on them. What answer can 
the States give for the characteristically poor condi­
tions under which these Indians , live in our cities 
and rural areas? Somehow seryices intended by 
States and the Federal . Government for Indians off 
reservations don't seem to get to them. There is 
no intent on my part to point fingers of blame. We 
all share in it. I've found that unless there are 
people . with a spark and a sense of commitment to 
a particular task, a part of our population can 
easily be overlooked in the onrush directed at 
the larger group, or in some cases, the noisy group. 

I believe that this country is moving toward a 
position which will make it possible for Indians to 
share more fully in the benefits of a technologically 
based society, while still maintaining their cultural 
identity· as Indians. But we must move faster. Our 
affluence places realistic means at our disposal, 
enabling us to think of human resources in terms 
of human potential. The goal of human resource de­
velopment should be to achieve nothing less than what 
Thomas Wolfe called the "hope and promise of 
America", that every man should become whatever 
he has in his manhood to let him become. Together-­
Federal Government, States, Indians--we must attack 
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Mrs. Stewart L. Udall, (center) president of the 
Center for Arts of Indian America, watches as Liz 
and Sue Sohappy, Yakima Indian sisters, assemble 
the John Hoover collection of Eskimo art in the 
Interior Department Gallery in Washington, D.C. 
The show consists chiefly of pieces of anthropo­
logical significance such as hunting objects, talis­
mans and ceremonial objects. The Sohappy sisters 
are students at the Bureau of Indian Affairs' Insti­
tute of American Indian Art in Santa Fe, N.M. 
The show, sponsored by the Center, will run through 
March 29. It will then be displayed at the Institute. 

the complexities of the problems which Indians 
face, wherever Indians live--in rural areas, on 
reservations, in urban centers. We must mobilize 
all the resources at our command to free Indian 
people to develop their best, to expand their choices, 
to release their utmost potential for growth. 

The question remains: how can we encourage 
the kind of partnership which will enable Indians 
to participate with the support of the non-Indian 
community in the complex development process. 

The road will not be easy. The dangers are 
many. But the promise is great. Let us together, 
Federal and State Governments, tribes, the private 
sector and the Indian people deduct ourselves 
nothing less than the goal of full opportunity for all 
Indians, wherever they choose to find it. 

INDIAN RECORD is published by the Department of 
the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Robert L . 
Bennett, Commissioner, 1951 Constitution Avenue, 
N . W., Washingtmr, D.C . 20242. 
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Dear Bob: 

THE VICE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

May 6, 1968 

Thank you for your message. Your 
expression of confidence is most helpful 
to me. I am very pleased by the widespread 
support that has come from every section 
of the country. 

I am encouraged by your continuing 
efforts on my behalf and hope I may be 
able to fulfill your expectations. I will 
be counting on your help in the days ahead. 
Together we will succeed. 

Sincerely, 

Hubert H. Humphrey 

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
United States Department of Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 



H6norable Robert L. Bennett 
Cornrn.issioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Cox1stitution Avenue, N.VJ,p 
Washington , D~C. 20242 

i 

Dear }"lr. Bennett: 

May 6, 1968 

Doctor Bob Mendelsohn, Director of our Medica l Consultation 
Services for the American Academy of Pediatrics, has given 
me an enthusiastic report about the success of the recent 
Albuquerque Conference of pediatrician consultants to Indian 
programs. He 'was par t icularly laudatory of your presentation 
to the group . i . I 
I want you to .know that I appreciate very much your taking the 
time to address the group and express your interest i.n Head 
Start. I hope that we can participate in other efforts designed 
t o coordinate !the Federal approach to working with Indians. 

· I 
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Sincerely, 

t·Q \ 
,,,, 0 'i 
~ ~)(..,1,.-~.....__Jz 

Richard E. Orton 
Acting Associate Director 
Project Head Start 
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CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ., CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. 
ALLEN .J. ELLENDER, LA . 
LISTER HILL, ALA. 
.JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK. 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON , WASH. 
SPESSARD L . HOLLAND, FLA. 
JOHN STENNIS, MISS. 
JOHN O . PASTORE, R . I . 

MILTON R. YOUNG , N , O AK . 
KARLE. MUNDT, S . OAK. 
MARGARET CHAS E S M ITH, MAINE 
THOMAS H , KUCHEL, CALIF , 
ROMAN L , HRUSKA, NEBR. 
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
NORRIS COTTON, N ,H. 
CLI FFORD P . CASE, N ,J . 

A . S, MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV. 
ROBERT C , BYRD, W . VA. 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 

JACOB K , J AVITS, N . Y. COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAT IONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C 20510 

MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. 
E.L.BARTLETT, ALASKA 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
RALPH YARSOROUGH, TEX. 

THOMAS J. SCOTT, CHIEF CLERK 
WM. W , WOODRUFF, ASST. CHIEF CLERK 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 13, 1968 

It was very kind of you to write as you did on 
May 1 connnenting on my having been honored as the 
Alaskan of the Year . I was pleased over this, as 
you can well imagine . It was a great evening. 

With best wishes to Mrs . Bennett and you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 
Founded in 1850 

SALT LAKE CITY 84112 

WESTERN HISTORY CENTER 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
1951 Const itution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Your talk before the Utah and the West workshop was indeed 
the high light of the entire week, and I convey the sentiment of 
the class when I say this. We have had a number of echoes com­
ing from your remarks, and we are all very appreciative that you 
could find time to appear on the campus. 

Needless to say, I am hopeful that some of our oral history 
collections may be of practical use here and there on the reser­
vations. It would appear that these expectations may be real­
ized on the Uintah-Ouray Reservation in the very near future. 

I hope that we may have the opportunity of meeting sometime 
again. 

CGC:mh 

c. Gregor, 
Director i 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 17, 1968 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

After two years as Connnissioner of Indian Affairs I would like 
to express my appreciation for your confidence and support . 
These two yea.rs have been eventful ones for Indian people made 
so primari l y by your interest, concern and action. 

In order that you might assess some of the accomplishments over 
the last two years, I am enclosing copies of the following: 

1. BIA accomplishments. 
2. Recent highlights of Indian Economic Developnent 

activities. 

You might be interested also in a reprint of my message to the 
Indian people after two years. 

I look forward to a continued pleasant working relationship with 
the members of Congress and its connnittees for the benefit of 
Indian peopl e. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
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UNI TED STA TES 

DEPAF~TfV'iENT OF T HE INTER !Of~ 

BU RFA U OF IND !Af\J AFFAIRS 

WASHI NGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 20, 1968 

WELCOME TO WA SHIN GTO N ! 

We hope your visit h ere \.vill be informativ e and helpful. We want 
yon to fee l at home , Vve are r eady t o dis cuss your id eas, hopes, 
a.nd aspirations w i th you . In ord e r that the best use of your ti me 
may b e made, we are providing the following inforrnation: 

1. Your r eceptionist is Miss Lynd a Be rnal , a Taos Pueblo from 
New Mexico. 

2. Your host is Mr. Mitchell Bush, an Onond aga frorn New York 
and President of the American Indian Socie ty of Washington, D. C. 

3. The Chairman of the Bureau Comm it tee for the Poor People 's 
Campaign is Mr. Charles Rov in, Chief of Social Servic es . 

4. The Commissione r 1s Mr. Robert L. Bennett, a n One ida from 
Wisconsin. 

Available also to meet with you in this building a re the follo w in g key 
personnel or their assistants: 

Mr. T. W. Taylor, D e puty Commissioner 
Mr. George Hubley, Assistant Co1nmissioner, Economic D eve lopment 
Mr. Charles Zellers, Assistant Commissioner, Education 
Mr. Ralph Re e ser, Acting Assistant Commissione r, Community Services 
Mr. Roderick Riley, Assistant to the Commissioner 

Regular office hour.s are from 7:45 a. m. to 4:15 p. m., Monday through 
Friday. 

Rest-rooms for your use are available on the first floor as marked. 

Coffee r.in r:1 r e freshments will be available , 

Th,... auditorium -:. n the first floor will be available for your use during 
i. ~gu.l.ar office h ,)1' rs while you are here, 



· Spe ci a l arrange1nents can b e mad e for us e of the auditorium 
outsid e of regular office hours and on weeke nds. 

A rrange1nents for meetings w ith staff of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and othe r Fed e ral officials w ill b e made at your reques t. 

It is sugges ted that all large group meetings w ith BIA staff be 
held in the auditorium. Sma ll group rnee ting s c a n b e arranged 
i n the offices of those whorn you w i s h to m.eet. 

In order to b e tte1· s e rve you, we r eques t that all arrangements 
for use of facilities, servic es, meetings and appointn1ents b e m a de 
through Mr . Ro v in, Comm ittee Cha irman. He or othe r members 
of his committee w ill be ava ilabl e at all ti me s. 

I exte nd my ow n personal welcome t o each and every_ one of you, 
along with 1ny w ish t hat your visit h e re w ill b e both pleasant and 
fruitful. I will, of course, be happy to meet w ith you upon request. 

A:J / /~ ·£:11 _,, OL.­iY~u-t/1 ~ .;///4-i--)?T- / 
R obert L. Bennett 
C ommi s s ione r of Indian A ff a irs 



GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

Box 258 - Taos, New Mexico 

May 21, 1968 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL-FOR THE Ca.1MISSIONER ONLY 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

I am writing to tell you that both the Taos Pueblo Council and the 
Taos Pueblo community have been deeply gratified by the kindness and 
warm support, and the time and effort that you have given during the 
House subcommittee hearing on R.R. 3306. Hopefully, we will continue 
to work together in this struggle until we successfully regain our 
sacred land back in trust title. 

Please accept this e~ression of thanks and best wishes from the people 
of Taos Pueblo. 

Sincerely, 

TAOS PUEBLO COUNCIL 

()~~ 
Quirino Romero 
Governor 



Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Sir: 

Haskell Institute 
Lawrence, Kansas 
Ma.y 23, 1968 

It is now the morning of May 23. Would you believe the morning 
af'ter you left the skies clouded over; it started raining and 
has not quit; the temperature has dropped to the point where 
heat is necessary. These facts point out that the Lord smiled 
on our end of year activities. 

Many have remarked this year's activities were the best ever. 
People were friendly and warm; the weather was perfect; the 
campus was neat and orderly; the guests were outstanding. 

I am attaching a few newspaper clippings that appeared in the 
Lawrence Daily Journal World on May 21 and 22. Perhaps you 
would want to share the Yazzie article with the Navajo Times. 

On behalf of the Haskell Alumni Association and myself, I want 
to thank you for your contribution to our end of year activities. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
F.d.die Fisher 
President, Haskell Alumni Association 
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CARL HAYDEN , ARIZ., CHAIRMAN 

nlCHARO B.- RUSSELL; GA, MILTON R. YOUNG, N. OAK, 
ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA. KARL E. MUNDT, S. OAK . 
LISTER HILL, ALA. MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
.JOHN Lo MC.CLELLAN, ARK. THOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF. 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH . ROMAN L , HRUSKA, NEBR. 

~~!!s;;:N~;~.~::5~o, FLA. :=~~: c';,~'f:,• i.~~o. 
JOHN O. PASTORE, R.I, CLIFFORD P . CASE, N.J , 
A. S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA , JACOB K. JAVJTS, N.Y . 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV. 
ROBERT C. BYRD, W. VA. 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, 0.C 20510 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. 
E.L.SARTLETT, ALASKA 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. 

THOMAS J. scorr I CHIEF CLERK 
WM. W. WOODRUFF, ASST. CHIEF CLERK 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of I ndian Affairs 

May 22 , 1968 

U. S. Depar tment of the I nt erior 
Washington , D. C. ~242 .. 

Dear 1:,lJ;..--~t:~ 
~~~~.-,-, 

3345 

I appreciate your sending me a copy of the report 
on Bureau of Indian Affairs accomplishments . I am sure 
that it shall prove not only an interesting review but 
a valuable document for future reference . 

Working with 
pleasant for me . 
the relationship . 

you and your staff has indeed been 
I , too , look forward to continuing 

With very best wishes , I am 

~ yours , 

E. L. Bartlett 



E. Y. BERR'i" 
2Dp1ST., 5oU'f'H 0AKOTA 

COMMITTEES: 

INTERIOR AND I N SULAR AFFAIRS 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

C!tongrc~~ of tbt Wnitcb ~tatc~ 
1f,ouue of l\epreuentatibeu 

mta~fugtou, 119. "· 

May 22, 1968 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Was very much interested in the material you sent, out­
lining some of the Bureau's accomplishments over the 
past two years, Bob, which I am certain are due in a 
large extent to your untiring efforts, and outstanding 
leadership. 

Keep up the good work! 

eyb-1 



HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN 

J'.:LINTON P . ANDERSON, N. MEX. 
ALAN BIBLE, NEY. 

THOMAS H. KUCHEL, CAL.IF. 
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
LEN e . JORDAN, tOAHO 
PAUL J. FANNIN, ARIZ. 
CLIFFORD P. HANSEN, WYO. 
MARK O. HATFIELD , OREG. 

FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO 
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA 
FRANK E. MOSS, UTAH 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N . DAK. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. 
GEORGE MCGOVERN, S. DAKo 
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. 
LEE METCALF, MONT. 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

JERRY T. VERKLER, STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, O,C. 20510 

3356 May 23, 1968 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

Senator Kuchel is away from Washington at 
the present time, and, therefore, I am acknowledging 
your letter of May 17, 1968, to the Senator. 

I am sure Senator Kuchel would wish me to 
thank you for sending him the material concerning 
BIA accomplishments during the two years that you 
have been Commissioner of the Bureau. I will bring 
your correspondence to the Senator's attention im­
mediately upon his return to Washington. 

With kindest 

a 
Assistant Minority Counsel 

DAH:bd 



RUSSELL B. LONG, LA., CHAIRMAN 

G.EORG E A, S MATHERS, F LA . JOHN J, WILLIA MS , D EL , 
CLl ~'TON P . ANDERSON , N , MEX. FRANK CARLSON , KAN S . 
ALBERT GORE, 'TENN. WALLACE F, BENN ETT, UTAH 
HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA. CARL T. CURTIS , NEBR. 
EUGENE J . MCCARTHY, MIN N. THRUSTON B , MORTON , KY. 
VANCE HARTKE, IND , EVERETT MC KINLEY OIRKSEN1 ILL, 
J, W. FULBRI GHT , ARK. 
ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN, 
LEE METCALF, MONT. 
F R ED R. HARRIS, OKLA. 

TOM VAIL, CHIEF COUNSEL 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Interior Depar t ment 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

COMMITTEE ON F INANCE 

WASHINGTON, DC. 20510 

May 23, 1968 

I appreciated your letter of May 17 with copies of 
the BIA accomplishments and highlights of the I ndian 
Economic Development activities. This informati on 
will be useful and helpful to me and my staff. 

With kind r ega r ds. 

Sincerely yours, 

U. S. Senate 

FRH:nsb 



JUl,,!f au-: LER HANSEN 
! DISTRICT-, WASHINGTON 

3370 COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMlli'EES: 

Qtongre~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatc~ 
1!,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

mli1.~bington, lUC:. 20515 

CHAIRMAN-INTERIOR 
AND RELATED AGENCIES 

May 24, 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Conunissioner Bennett: 

Thank you so much for your letter of May 17 and the copy 
of the BIA's accomplishments. 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

I would like to personally express my appreciation and the 
appreciation of my Subconunittee for the tremendous work you are 
doing on behalf of the Indian people. I think that the BIA has 
never been in such sensible nor understanding hands. 

It has been a pleasure to serve with you. 

JBH/RLD 

q;;_,·~ __) 
(,,/Julia Butler Hansen, M.C. 



HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH,• CHAIRMAN 

CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX, 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV. 
FRANK CHURCH, JDAHO 
ERNEST GRU.l:'.:NING, ALASKA 
FRANK E. MOS!¾ UTAH 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. OAK. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ . 
GEORGE MC GOVERN, S. DAK. 
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. 
LEE METCALF, MONT. 

THOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF. 
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
LEN S. JORDAN, IDAHO 
PAUL J. FANNIN, ARIZ. 
CLIFFORD P . HANSEN, WYO. 
MARK 0. HATFIELD, OREG . 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

JERRY T. VERKLER, STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

May 27, 1968 

3417 

I appreciate your thoughtful letter of May 17th and the 
valuable enclosures concerning the many accomplish­
ments of the Bureau of Indian Affairs over the la st two 
years. 

If I can be of assistance to you in any way, please do 
not hesitate to call on me. Thank you again for your 
consideration. 

With best wishes, I am 

Len B. Jordan 
United States Senator 



HENRY M. JACKSON. WASH., CHAIRMAN 

CLINTON P. ANDEftSON, N. MEX. 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV. -
FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO 
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA 
FRANK E. MOSS, UTAH 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. OAK. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. 
GEORGE MCGOVERN, S. OAK. 
GAYLORD NELSON 0 WIS. 
LEE METCALF, MONT, 

THOMAS H. KUCHE~ CALIF. 
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
LEN S. JORDAN , JOA.HO 
PAUL J. FANNIN, AR.IZ . 
CLIFFORD P, HANSEN, WYO. 
MARK o. HATFIELD, OREG. 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

JERRY T . VERKLER, STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

27 May 1968 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. s . Department of the Interior 
Washing t on, D. c. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett~ 

Thank you for your letter and enclosures 

of 17 May. 

Let me assure you it has been a sincere 

pleasure to work with you in your capacity as 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs these past two 

years, and I hope to continue doing so for many 

more years. My staff and I know of the diligent 

work you have done for the Indians and are most 

appreciative of your efforts in their behalf . 

Kindest personal regards. 

kruly yours , 



CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ., CHAIRMAN 

RiCHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. 
ALLEN J. E~_ENDER, LA. 
LISTED HILL,~ AL.A. 
JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK. 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH. 
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA. 
JOHN STENNIS, MISS. 
JOHN O. PASTORE, R.I. 
A. S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA. 
ALAN BIDLE, NEV. 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W. VA. 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. 
E. L.BARTLE'IT,ALASKA 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. 

MILTON R. YOUNG, N. OAK. 
KARL E. MUNDT, S. OAK. 
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
THOMAS H. KUCHE~ CALIF. 
ROMAN L. HRUSKA, NEBR. 
GORDON ALLO'IT, COLO. 
NORRIS COTTON, N • .H. 
CLIFFORD P. CASE, N .J. 
JACOB K. JAVITS, N , Y, 

3426 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20510 

May 28, 1968 

THOMAS J , SCOTT, CHIEF CLERK 
WM. W. WOODRUFF, ASST, CHIEF CLERK 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Thank you very much for your letter of May 17 
and for the enclosures regarding some of your accomplish­
ments since you became Commissioner two years ago. 

Your friendly letter was deeply appreciated 
and the information you gave me is most helpful. You 
have been very cooperative with me and my staff on all 
of the problems we have had relating to Indians. I, 
too, am looking forward to a continued pleasant working 
relationship. 

MRY:bw 

Thank you again for your letter. 

With warmest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 
I:"" 

~Z---G----6> 
MILTON R. YOUNG 



- HENRY M , JACKSON, WASH ., CHA IRMAN 

CLINTON P , ANDERSON, N. MEX, THOMAS H . KUCHEL , CALIF, 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV, GORDON ALLOTT, COLO. 
FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO LEN B, JORDAN, IDAHO 
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA PAUL J, FANNIN, ARIZ. 
FRANK E, MOSS, UTAH CLIFFORD P . HANSEN, WYO. 

- QUENTIN N, BURDICK , N . OAK . MARK 0. HATFIELD, OREG . 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. 
GE0Rf3E MCGOVERN, S. OAK . 
GAYLORD NELSON , WIS. COMMITTEE ON 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS LEE METCALF, MONT. 

JERRY T . VERKLER, STAFF DIRECTOR 

May 28, 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

3471 

I sincerely appreciate your courtesy in making a copy of 
your message to the Indian people available to me. 

The material which was enclosed concerning the accomplishments 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the activities in the 
field of Indian economic development were of great interest 
and very impressive. I am sure that both of these documents 
will prove extremely helpful in my continued relationship 
with the Indians and their problems. 

I made a speech last Saturday in Arizona recognizing the 
efforts of the Bureau with respect to bilingual education 
and expressed my support of further improvements in this area. 
You are to be commended for the outstanding accomplishments 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and I assure you that it has 
been a privilege for me to work so closely with you during 
the past two years . 

With my very best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

~~ Paul J. Fannin 
United States Senator 

PJF:jal 



-----
KARL MENNINGER , M . D. 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 

June 2, 1968 

Affairs 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

Although I am away from Topeka more than I 
am there this year, I read in the home town newspaper 
of your receiving the Outstanding Alumnus Award from 
Haskell Institute. My hearty congratulations and 
best of good wishes. You know--don't you--that your 
work as U.S. Commissioner is close to my heart, too. 

Sincerely, 

z~~/4 
KM:dr 



WILKINSON, CRAGUN & BARKER 

LAW OFFICES 
1616 H STREET, N. W . 

ERNEST L. WILKINSON 
.JOHN W. CRAGUN 
GLEN A. WILKINSON 
ROBERT W. BARKER 
ROCCO C. SICILIANO 
DONALD C. GORMLEY 
CHARLES A. HOBBS 
ANGELO A. IADAROLA 
PAULS. QUINN 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 20006 

NATIONAL B-4400 

CABLE ADDRESS : 

"WILCBAR" 

FRANCES L. HORN 
RICHARD A. BAENE N 
LEON T. KNAUER 
.JERRY C. STRAUS 
HERBERT E. MARKS 
.JOHN S. WHITE 
R. RICHARDS ROLAPP 

June 6, 1968 
(Dictated June 5, 1968) 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

The Department's news release of your address 
before the BIA sponsored Education Administrators Work­
shop at Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, has 
just come to my desk. I have noticed, with considerable 
interest, your comments on the trend of Indian education 
under Assistant Commissioner for Education , Chuck Zellers. 
I commend you on your enthusiasm and your deep interest in 
the education of the Indian youth. 

When Dr. Boyd K. Packer and I visited with you 
recently, we discussed the common interest which we have 
(Dr. Packer , as official representative of the Mormon 
Church, and I, as an official of the Church and also 
attorney for a number of Indian tribes) with you in the 
education of the Indian youth. I remember specifically 
your commenting that in a recent talk at Haskell you had 
commented "where is CBS today". Your comment is appropri­
ate to the problem. Too little recognition is being given 
to the positive and beneficial aspects of our program and 
too much publicity is given to criticism and negativism. 

In any event, I wish you success in your efforts 
in this educational area and want you to know that we are 
appreciative also of your recognition of the accomplishments 
in a similar area by the Church. I hope we can go forward 
with our common objective of assistip these young 
people. ., 

cc: Dr. Boyd K. Packer 
Assistant Commissioner Charles N. Zellers 
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SAM S"FEIGER 
3RD D ISTRICT, ARIZONA 

1417 LONGWORTH B OILDING 

WASHIN<STON, D .C. 20515 

202- 225-4576 <!Congress of tbc Wnitcb ~tatcs 
1!,ouse of Representatibes, 

•a~bington. 11.€. 

June 7, 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Qorrunissioner Bennett: 

358 5 

COMMI'M'EES: 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

5015 FEDERAL BUILDING 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85025 

602-261-4041 

Thank you for your letter of May 17th enclosing 
a copy of BIA accomplishments and recent high­
lights of Indian Economic Development activities. 

I also appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending 
the reprint of your message to the Indian people 
after your two years as Commissioner , and I would 
like to take this opportunity to commend you for 
the work you are doing and to extend my best wishes 
for continued success in your endeavors. 

With best wishes. 

SS:mh 

I 



FOUNDED 1920/INCORPORATED 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION ac 
156 FIFTH AVENUE / NEW YORK / N EW YORK 100 1 0 / OR ego n 5- 599 0 

Cha i rman, ERNEST ANGELL; Vice Chairmen, DOROTHY KEN YON , NORMAN DORSEN , DAV ID ISBELL; General 
Counsel, EDWARD J . ENNIS, OSMOND K. FRAENKEL; Secreta ry, GEORGE SOLL; Treasurer, SOPH IA 
YARNALL JACOBS. 

Executive Director, JOHN de J. PEMBERTON , JR.; Associa te Di rectors, ALAN REITMAN, MARTIN GARBU S; 
International Work Adviser, ROGER N. BALDWIN . 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Bennett: 

June 11th, 1968 

May we just congratulate you on the statement of policy 

reported in a recent speech of yours which looks as if the 

Indians at last were beaded for real control of their reserva­

tions, with opportunities for developing their own enterprises-­

with help ; 

There is not much that a private organization can do in 

the field of civil rights which seem fairly assured )but the 

basic problem of self-support and self-determination seems 

still with us. 

RNB:EAL 
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Washington Office: 1424 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington , D.C. 20036 ; Lawrence Speiser, Director; 

Southern Regional Office : 5 Forsyth St., N.W., Atlanta , Ga . 30303; Charles M. Morgan , Jr., Director 
With organized affiliates in 38 states and 800 coopera ti ng attorneys in 50 states . 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Uintah and Ouray Agency 

Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026 

IN REPL. Y REFER TO: 

Adminis t ration 

June 17, 196 

Commissioner Robert Lo Bennett 
Bureau of I nd ian Affairs 
Washingt on , D.Co 

Dear Commissioner Bennett : 

The attached clippings from t he Salt Lake Tribune and t he Deseret News 
are for your information. 

You will be pleased to know that after you left the two Salt Lake Ci ty 
newspapers called for further interviews with you . Two television 
stations , after hearing about your talk , called and tried to get inter­
views . 

Material publ i shed in local papers in the Uintah Basin will be forwarded 
to you later. 

You will recall t hat you were to find out what happened to our submission 
of Tribe - BIA Day at this Agency to the Indian Record . 

Everyone here enjoyed your visit . Thank you for coming. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: 
W. Wade Head , PAO 



June 19, 1968 

Coll'lllissioner Robert Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington D C 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I want to again express to you that your 
remarks given at the Centenn • 1 Ceremonial of 
the Navajo Tribe were most appreciated. 

It was a pleasure meeting you, an event that 
I had looked forward to for a long time, and I 
hope that the opportunity presents itself to visit 
with you at a greater length in the near fuuure. 

Best wishes and personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

CLH:gg 

cc: file 

C. Lawrence Huerta 
Judge of Division 20 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

REGIONAL OFFICE - REGION 4 

P. 0 . BOX 11568 

SALT LAKE CITY . UTAH 84 111 

JUN 27 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
D epartment of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

D ear Mr. Bennett: 

Enclosed are ten photographs of the Bottle Hollow Motel-Complex 
ground-breaking ceremony that I thought you would be interested 
in having. 

We look forward, as you do, to the success of this most promising 
and interesting undertaking. I enjoyed seeing you again at the 
ceremony and look forward to continued contacts in the days ahead. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assistant Regional Director 

Enclosure 

.?~ 
(._ ~~ C 
t ::x, c:::> 
~ 

..., ..,.. 
C") -

~ ~j < -,-,. ..., -
<..D 0 -
0) ~$ 0) 

~ ./ 



.. 
DEPARTMENT ol the INTERIOR, 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
For Release June 30, 1968 

~1/Je_ n e w s r e I e a s e '· 2~µ 
Wilson -- 343-8657 

BENNETT PROPOSES /AMERICAN INDIAN ATHLETIC~~ _FA~ 

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, announced today that he 
has asked for tribal ratification of a proposal to establish an "American Indian 
Athletic Hall of Fame," on the campus of Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kans. 

"The Hall of Fame," Bennett said, "will not only memorialize the achi,evements 
of great Indian athletes but will be a source of inspiration for young Indians seek­
ing to develop rewarding and productive lives in modern America." 

A copy of the proposed constitution of the new organization and a list of a 
13-member board of trustees has been sent to heads of tribal organizations through­
out the Nation, Bennett said. 

"We hope to secure ratification of this proposal and be ready to formally 
organize and select the initial inductees to the Hall of Fame in the fall," Bennett 
said. "Indians in many areas have already enthusiastically endorsed the Hall of 
Fame idea," Bennett said, "and I am confident it will receive the wholehearted en­
dorsement of most American Indian and Alaska Native peoples." 

Bennett noted that while the Bureau of Indian Affairs served as coordinator 
of the plans to create the Hall of Fame, the organization will not be an official 
Federal activity. "This will be an Indian organization operated by Indians for the 
benefit of Indians and all America," he said. 

Miss Grace Thorpe, daughter of All-America football star Jim Thorpe, was 
among thpse Bennett appointed to the special committee which drew up the Hall of 
Fame constitution and selected its first board of trustees. Other members of the 
committee were: Tom Wilson, Office of Public Information, BIA, Chairman; Mitchell 
Bush, president, American Indian Society, Washington, D.C., executive secretary, 
George P. LaVatta, retired BIA employee, Portland, Ore., member; John o. Crow, 
associate director of the Bureau of Land Management, member; and Gus Welch, former 
Carlisle athlete, now of Bedford, Va., honorary chairman. 

The members of the first board of trustees are: Harold Schunk, Yankton 
Sioux, Aberdeen Area; Clarence Tallbull, Cheyenne Arapaho, Anadarko Area; Clarence 
Acoya, Laguna Pueblo , Albuquerque Area; Walter McDonald, Flathead, Billings Area; 
Dr. Walter Soboleff, Tlingit, Juneau Area; R9ger Jourdain, Red Lake Chippewa, 
Minneapolis Area; Overton James, Chickasaw, Muskogee Area; Joe Watson, Navajo, 
Navajo Area; Albert Hawley, Fort Belknap, Phoenix Area; George LaVatta, Shoshone­
Bannock, Portland Area; Elijah Smith, Oneida, Sacramento Area; Louis R. Bruce, Jr., 
Mohawk-Sioux, Northeastern U.S. and Frell Owle, Eastern Cherokee, Southeastern U.S. 

The constitution provides that after their initial terms expire board members 
will be elected by the Indian or Alaska Native peoples in the area they represent. 

XXX 
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20354 Enadia Way 
Canoga Park, 
California. 9I306 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau Of Indian. Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

August 2, I968 

I must tell you how much I enjoyed meeting you, and being 
associated with you at the recent function at LaGrande, 
Oregon. It was both interesting and revealing to me, to 
observe the humility and dignity with which you so capably 
discharge the demanding duties of your office. L know that 
everyone with whom you spoke feels that they are necessary 
to the success of all you wish to accomplish for your 
people . I was honored and indeed proud to be associated with 
you. 

The articles you sent are just what I wanted, and I am glad 
that you so kindly offered to send any fu1 ... ther articles that 
you might chance. upon. I can use all the informe .. tion on the 
subject, that L can find. 

I thanlt you sincerely for the ,ery kind gesture in taking the 
time from your very busy schedule, to send me the articles. 
If there is anything I can do for you when you: are out this 
way, please don't hesitate to call on me, I would be grateful . 
My phone number ~is 348-3604. 

Sincerely Yours 





- ----
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' ERNEST O R U!:::rl!' 

.JHO 

ALASKA 
FRANK E. M OSS, ltfAH 
QUENTIN N. fS UROlCV., N. DAK, 
CARL HAYDEN, ARi t . 
GEORGE MC GOV ERN, S . DAK. 

J . GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. 
· LEI: METCAL,-, MONT. 

GORDON A.I I.On , COLO. 
LEN B . JOR DA N. IOAHO 
PAUL J . FANNIN, AR IZ. 
CLIFFORD P. HANSEN, WYO. 
MAIIK O. HATF'IIELD, OREG. 

JEIIIIY T, VEIIKI.EII, 9TA,-fr OIIIECTOII 

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, 0,C. 2.0!510 

August 20; 1968 

I would like to take thi s means to thank you for your 
assistance in disposing of the $100 per capita payments tq 
the Arapaho Tribe of Wyoming . - "' 

Your efforts on behalf of the Department of the Interior, 
in developing a situation which would be agreeable to all 
concerned, was greatly appreciated. 

K1nd personal regards, 
Sincerel y yours, 

~e# 

5652 

CPH:pjr 
Clifford P. Hansen 

u. s. s. 



THE CHAUTAUQUA HOUSE 

Publicalion: 

1451 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco, California 94117 
Telephone 626-5235 

THE INDIAN 
HISTORIAN 

Consul tan ts : 
CENTER FOR 
INDIAN STUDIES 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
6015 Landon Lane 

August 20, 1968 

Bethesda, Maryland 20034 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

INCORPORAT E D 

Research: 

INDIAN LIBRARY 
and ARCHIVES 

Historic Sit<': 
OHLONE IN.DIAN 
MEMORIAL PARK 

We thank you most sincerely for having followed through, in 
such a thoroughly practical way, our proposals made on July 23. 

Perhaps our cooperative effort will enlighten the Indian 
community that our cause for leadership and higher education 
is not remotely a lost one ! :i Sinc:lµ-
;~STO, 
President 
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5792 COMMITTEES: 
GEORGE V. HANSEN 

2ND DISTP\CT, IDAHO 

1027 Houstc>Ff1cE -Bu1LD1NG 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 
AGRICULTURE 

~ongress of tf)e Wniteb ~tate.s 
1&,ouse of l\epresentati\le.s 

■a~iugtou, 319, <IC. 

Sept 3, 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
United States 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Thank you for sending me copies of --tfie,.-­
BIA accomplishments and Indian Economic 
Development activities. 

I certainly appreciate all the work you 
are doing as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

With kindest regards, I am 

_,./ 

\ 

/ 
~// 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
New Brunswick• New Jersey 08903 • 201 249-6000 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue--Room 233 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

September 10, 1968 

Sometime ago you very kindly provided us with a fine statement of 
your personal endorsement of the Scouting movement and permission 
to use your photograph with the endorsement. It is with pleasure 
that I share the enclosed leaflet with you. This has recently been 
released and will be given wide distribution throughout America. 

Thank you for your continued support and interest. 

mmr 

enclosure 

Ray w. S zey 
Director 
Urban Relationships 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1968 

Dear Mr. Colosimo: 

I am grateful for your kind invitation to be the 
honored guest at the special program you are 
sponsoring for the benefit of scholarships for 
our American Indian children. My heavy s ched­
ule unfortunately prevents my being with you. 
But all my thoughts and good wishes attend your 
very worthwhile cause. 

My congratulations go out to the members and 
friends of Arrow, Inc., and all who contributed 
to this fine program. 

I have asked the Congress to increase scholar­
ship aid to Indian students. Yet, the fact re­
mains that the Government is still not meeting 
all their needs. 

To be truly successful, Federal efforts must be 
accompanied by strong assistance from the 
private sector of American society. You have 
recognized the urgency of these private programs 
and responded with commendable enthusiasm. 

We are grateful for the excellent encouragement 
and support you are giving to one of the foremost 
goals of the national agenda. 

Mr. E. Thomas Colosimo 
Executive Director, Arrow, Inc. 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D. C . 20036 
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-- CARI:' 'ALBERT 
3D_ DIST., OKLAHOMA 

~ongtt1)1) of tbe Wnittb ~tatt1) 
r!,ouse of l\.epresentattbes 

@ff ice of tbe .fflajoritp JI.caber 
mtasbfngton, 11.€. 20515 

October 10, 1968 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

I was very sorry I couldn't attend the 
Choctaw Indian Dinner in McAlester on Sunday, October 6 
as I had planned. I had looked forward to joining TJJy 

friends in welcoming you back to our State. I know your 
presence added a great deal to the pleasure of the event. 

My administrative assistant, Charles Ward, 
told me how much he enjoyed visiting with you. I hope 
you will have occasion to be in Oklahoma again before 
too long and that I will get to be there. 

Warm personal regards. 

CARL ALBERT, M. C. 

CA:ih 

CHARLES L. WARD 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 



Cent~aQ CWyomtttg CoQQege 
PARK AT NORTH BROADWAY 

P. 0. Box BD 
RIVERTON, WYOMING B2501 

Octcber 17, 1968 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

On behalf of the Fremont County School Administrators, Board 
of Trustees of Central Wyoming College, Dr. Palmberg and 
myself please accept our thanks for your contribution to our 
workshop. 

I have heard nothing but praise for your part in the confer­
ence. You were part of a pioneering effort and I am pleased 
to say we will continue this project in the years to come. 

Due to efforts by persons such as yourself we will be able 
to make the life of our Indian citizens-through education­
much more meaningful. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Gene Schrader 
GW/jc 

Fremont County Community College District 

c::> 
~ 
---'J 

l""'J 
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~-..,...•~ 1968: A SPECIAL REPORT 
IAN AMERICANS OF THE 

DISTRICT, VOLUME X­
IAL EDITION 

HON. ODIN LANGEN 
or KllfNESOTA 

I IN~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

i Mondatl, October 14, 1968 
f Mr. LANGEN. Mr. Speaker, as a way 

' 

of keeping my constituents as informed 
as poss.tble I regularly Issue a newsletter 

1 as one vehicle for this purpose. Because 
a signUleant percentage of the Indian­
American population in Minnesota re­
sides 1n my district, I have this year pre­
pared a special report to the Indian 
Americans in my district and have made 

this report a special edition of my 
regular news letter. I felt that the many 
things of importance and interest to 
our first Americans warranted a com­
munication that would speak directly to 
their problems and concerns. I wish to­
day to share this report with my col­
leagues: 

DEAi\ FRIENDS: Now that the 90th Congress 
bas adjourned, I would like to take this op­
portunity to make a specla.I report to you, 
the Indian American citizens of the 7th Dis­
trict. Because I believe It Important to com­
municate with you directly, I have devoted 
one Issue of my regular newsletter to th1a 
purpose. With the news seemingly domi­
nated by such things as the war In Vletnam, 
riots and violence In the streets of the large 
cities, the Presidential campe.l.gns and ur­
ban- problems, I'm sure It Is easy for those 
of us In the minority, wbe'ther It be as farm­
ers, rura.I businessmen, or Indian people, to 
wonder 11 we have been forgotten. I can as­
sure you that not only bas your Congress­
man not forgotten you, but we have bad oc­
casion several times during this session to 
work with and answer requests and corre­
spondence from a great number o! Indian 
citizens and officials regarding their various 
problems and projects. We have also been 
privileged to greet and discuss matters o! 
mutual concern with a number o! visitors 
from your people who have traveled to 
Washington from the 7th District. This re­
port Is to take specific note o! a !ew Items 
and accomplishments o! benefit to your peo­
ple In the 7th District o! Minnesota. 

During m y ten years In Congress, and as 
a member of the Important Appropriations 
Committee, and formerly a member of the 
Interior Committee, I have been grateful for 
the opportunity to have been In pooltlons 
which made It possible !or m any of these 
projects and programs to become a reality. 

SOME OF THE IMPROVEMENTS DURING Tia: 

LAST 1 0 YEARS 

Improved roads, hospital Improvements 
and · additions, doctors' residences con­
structed, new housing start.s on the reserva­
tions. 

Improved water facilities, park Improve­
ment, tourist programs started, educational 
facilities and programs Improved and ex­
panded, projects and programs to Improve 
economic conditions. 

OPERATION '1BOOTSTRAP'' 

My proposal, "Operation Boot Strap" was 
the first to Illustrate to the Congres.11 the 
need to develop the economies o! our Indian 
Reservations . Many proposals have now 
evolved from these suggestions. 

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES FOR INDIAN 

PROGRAMS 

In the past 2 years, 1967 and 1968, the to­
tal expenditures by the Federal Government 
!or programs to assist In Improving condi­
tions and opportunities for our Indian citi­
zens In the 7th District would amount to 
over $7.6 million. 

HOW DOES THE SEVENTH DISTRICT J'AI\E? 

It Is natural to ask bow much one's dis­
trict receives ·In comparison to others. The 
statistics compiled are for 1967 and the 1st 
hall o! flsca.I year 1968. This Information ls 
from the Summary o! Federal Program Out­
lays prepared for the Office of the President 
by the Office o! Economic Opportunity. Ex­
penditures In the 7th District were: 

For Indian Children's Social Services-­
$416,681 , or 73.3% o! the total outlay In 
Minnesota. 

Indian Hospital and Medical Factlltle~ 
$606,891, or 78%. 

Sanitation Facllltles-$233,780, or 94 %. 
Indian Educational Financial ABslstance-­

$66,955, or 53.7 % . 
Indian Direct School District Loans-­

$360,475, or 71 % . 

Indian Gene,a.I Ass!atance and Social 
Servl~253,186, or 93 %. 

Indian Su=er School Program-4,500, or 
72 % . 

In other programs such as Vocational 
Training, Credit Fina,nce Programs, Direct 
Employment Assistance, Industrial . Develop­
ment, Adult F.ducatlon, and Pul:>llc Housing, 
the 7th District received a total Q! $202,540. 

This ls about $2 million In an 18-month 
period for specl.flc Indian programs, not In­
cluding programs of OEO. 47% of the Indian 
population In Minnesota resides In the 7th 
District, so It ls apparent we not only re­
ceive our !air share, l:>ut In many Instances, 
more; If It Is to be Judged according to a 
population ratio . 

RECENT LEGISLATION 

Some significant legislation p888ed during 
this session Included an additional $10 mil­
lion for expanded vocational Education and 
$3.4 million for sanitation facilities. Also 
passed was a law permitting the acceptance 
of gifts !or the benefit of Indians. I am 
pleased to see bills which provide 1-ncentlve to 
encourage support by private organizations 
and Individuals. There have been tax Incen­
tive bills Introduced to encourage Industry 
to move to ·the reservations, which I am 
hopeful will receive !avora.ble consideration 
in the near future. The ClvU Rights Act o! 
1968 which was passed included several pro­
visions affecting Indian Amerlca.n.s. 

In referring to Civil Rights legislation, I 
am reminded of the following quote which 
I made as · part of a statement to the House 
in support of consideration !or Indian 
Americans during Civil Rights debate In 
1964: 

"We again find the Indian Americans being 
deserted and left out o! consideration by 
this House ... 

" Yes, !or the past 10 years we have beard 
debate In this House concerning civil rlgbtl!, 
educatlona.I opportunities, employment and 
all other things which we have been en­
deavoring to establish In some kind o! equity 
and I hope !or all citizens of thl.s Nation." 

Since that statement supporting equal 
consideration for Indian Americans, I am glad 
to see that additional provisions and pro­
grams have been provided In the past four 
years. 

INDIAN CLAIMS BILL 

. A second ,Indian Claims Bill , which I 
Introduced, was passed during this Con~ 
gress and was signed into law on 9/ 27/ 67. 
I am pleased that Congress responded fa­
vorably to this much deserved and long 
overdue entitlement. Some have Inquired 
about the delay In receiving their payment. 
In following the processing the Department 
advises us, that because It requires the com­
pletion of a roll of several thousand indi­
viduals, It Is of necessity taking time to 
complete, but they hope It will be completed 
shortly. 

MINNESOTA WILD RICE 

We a lways try to promote the 7th District 
and Its products on every occasion possible. 
Each year LllUan extolls the virtues o! the 
7th District at the annual Congressional • 
Wives Club Bazaar here In Washington with 
various products from the 7th District. One 
o! the products which Is a.Iways popular and 
which we proudly promote ls the Wild Rice 
harvested by your people. This 1s an Industry 
which should be maintained and promoted 
for the economic benefit of our Indian citi­
zens. 

INDIAN ART IN WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Langen and I had the pleasure last 
year of viewing a distinctive collection of 
Indian American art on display In the Smith­
sonian Institution. We were pleased to dis­
cover that three artists from the Red Lake 
Reservation In Minnesota's 7th District bad 
paintings on display. They were Reginald 
Beaulieu of Redby, Leo Downwind of Redby 
anti Melvina Johnson of Red Lake. The ex-
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hibit W118 most enjoyable, and again con- REC DRESS BY S Y I do not J'•lt ~ 
firmed the great talent among our Indian ATE DEAN la g o~ ~'~ 
friends. hab ~try ot ~ 

POSTER CONTEST --- pl a hlcb are''ltnle 
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We are reminded from the above of a re­
cent announcement of a travel poster con­
test for American Indian students attending 
high schools run by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, which wlll offer top prizes of $150, 
$100 and $50 and expense-paid trips to art 
school and art ·museums In major cities. The 
poster theme wUJ be "Discover America with 
t he First Americans." Qualified entries must 
be received by the Central Ot!ice of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs , Washington, D.C. 
by January 10, 1969. 

Mr. ' Mr. on ls o( m 
Octo tary of was In 

A TRIBU TE TO YOUNG JNDIAN AME RICANS 

In conclusion, I would like to quote in 
part from Commissioner Bennett's column 
"Commissioner's Comments," which appeared 
in the September 1968 bulletin 'Indian rec­
ord, published by the Bureau of Indian Af­
fa irs, and wWch reads 118 follows: 

" In the pa.st tew weeks, it has been my 
p leasure to meet with several groups ot 
Indian young people. It 1s apparent that they 
wish their votces to be heard-not so much 
in protest 118 in their concern for their future 
and the tu ture of other Indtans. These meet­
ings h a ve been held 1n a friendly atmosphere 
and the young people have been courteous 
and considerate, as I knew they would be. 
The traditional courtesy and kindness ot 
I ndian people h118 not been lost 1n the young 
people. They have alw been positive In their 
views and opinions, and it h118 been apparent 
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DEAN Ru ARY or s 
ABC TEL RAM "I 
SWERS," 1968 

to me they want action. They must be pro- ANNOUNCER. onora.ble 
vided a forum for expression of their Secretary o! S e Uni 
thoughts .. . . They are being educated and are the l&su e Ame 
trained so that society generally and India.n campaign h Viet alkB 
soo!ety In particular may benefi t from their 1n Paris? Will nt Jo the 
corttr i lmt lon s . . .. Over half of the Indian bombing before El n day sla's 
population Is under 18 years of age .. . and crackdown a, Czech fore-
they will be better prepared than you and I shadow a return cold w . 
for their leadership role and to cope with the (Music.) 
cha.Henges of the future . We can help in their ANNOUNCER. The 
preparation by providing advice and counsel Race To The ouse, bro au 
rather than by Ignoring t hem o.r downgrading from New Yor y the Amer -
t h em .. . t heir voice will not be stilled; in- Cll8tlng Com ny and Sentry Insuran e . 
deed. it would be tragic should this (Commerci .) 
h a ppen . . . . ANNOUNCER. Our guest on "Issues and An-

" So, we face the future with a new-found swers," Beere of State Dean Rusk, U 
s trength and vitality- young India n Ame'rtca. be interviewed 1:5 ABC News Commen tor 
Youth can become a force tor our good if we Frank Reynolds, d by ABC Ste.te De 
take them Into our confidence and into our ment Corresponde John Scali . 
councils. With all of our people united 1n Mr. ScALI. Mr. cretary, welcome 
the cause of Indian Americans . . . we can sues and Answers.' 
make our future a p art of the great future of Mr. R USK. Than 
this- our country."-Robert L. Bennett to be here again. 

I n quoting the precedlng, 1 do so to amplify Mr. ScALI. Doe Vice President H phrey's 
this recognition of young Indian America, pledge to end he bombing of N rth Viet­
and to say tha.t I agree with the sentiments nam represen a brea k with t John.son 
expressed . Further. I believe, 118 your repre- A<lmlnlstratlo which might er te compll­
sentatlve In Washington, that your govern- cations In the Pa ris Peece Talks? 
men t and private institutions and organlza- Mr. R usK. ell , our problem 
tlons In America should continue to Join whether the Pr !dent or I, or the 
hands to cooperate wi t h our first citizens, the make identical peeches. The 
I ndian Americans, in their pursuit o.f prog- whether Hanoi willing to do a 
r ess and opportunit y. Primary concern should move towards pea e . The delegatlo 
be In areas of Education, Health, Job Train- has rejected wha Vice President 
Ing and Economic Development, and Housing. said. We have ·th Impression that 
Not only wll! it be that through these come Vietnamese loo upon all of us in his coun­
the greatest oppoctunlty for our youth, but try as just a b ch of imperlalls rascals . So 
these are also the grea test concern to all 0 ,: I think that y debate among ourselves ls 
u s n ow. somewhat Irr evant because Ha oi sa:ys "no" 

I am pleased that significant progress has to everythin 
been made In these areas through various Now, Pres! e n t Johnson ls esldent unt il 
programs in the past several years. .January 20t . He W118 elected by a.n over-

And finally , I wish to say that the dOOJ' to whelming Jority of the erlcan voters 
my office Is always open, or wherever I am. In 1964. He d I are responslbl for trying to 
I am always w11llng to listen to your needs, ,mt peace ·.w. The candida te are talking 
Ideas and concerns, whether I talk to you 11},/ ut what ..:"heir general attitude and their 
person or by letter. ' proach wm be in January. In January the 

· Sincerely, Your Congressman, /' ' situation will be different, in important re-
ODIN LANcillM. ~ spects, because It cha nges from um·e to time. 
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Patty Cavin 
Manager 
News and Information 

RCA j 1725 K Street NW I Washington, DC 20006 I Telephone (202) 337-8500 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

October 31, 1968 

RCII 

I returned from covering the Apollo shot to find waiting for 
me on my desk your comments at the annual convention of 
the National Congress of American Indians at Omaha. 
Thanks so very much for sending them along. 

I have long known that you are an outstanding innovator, but 
it's fun to have the facts documented. The future of our 
first Americans looks considerably brighter now than it did 
when you took office 29 months ago, and RCA and I are 
proud to have played a very small part with our Mississippi 
family training project. 

Best wishes for continued success. 

-
(Mrs. F. Edward Cavin) 
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HOLLYWOOD 6·9601 

NATIONAL BANK 

6225 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD. HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028 

November 7, 1968 

PERSONAL 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
U. S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

The evening with you fine people in Pasadena was most 
delightful. It was a pleasure meeting with charming 
Mrs. Bennett. 

I sent a copy of the program to our mutua l friend, 
Henr y Schmitt, Pub l i sher of the American News, and 
enclosed is a copy of a nice release he gave you two 
fine gentlemen. 

Mr. Bernard F. Martin, a highly competent, dedicated 
employee of yours at the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
Shiprock, New Mexico, is also a native of Aberdeen. 
When you resided in Aberdeen, Bernie was operating a 
super market p~ior to joining the I ndian Affairs. 

I have been keeping closely in touch with Bernie because 
he is a tremendous fellow; formerly served as President 
of the Chamber of Commerce and served in many important 
positions. Bernie has so much energy and drive that he 
suffered a heart attack last year from which he has 
completely recovered . His doctor is keeping a careful 
watch over Bernie and he may one day request him to 
move to a lower climate. /[ give you this for information 
only at the present time. 

On your next visit to Los Angeles, please give me a call 
and perhaps we can again have luncheon together. 

Best wishes to ou and your nice family, 

1 ~ine~~,:' 
C. / J 

,.,,,/ /_.,,. 
/ / / .· 

~-~· 'Fred Roesch 
Vice President 

FF:ET 
encl. 



FOUNDED 1920/ INCORPORATED 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
156 FIFTH AVENUE / NEW YORK / NEW YORK 10010 / OR e gon 5 - 5990 

Chairman, ERNEST ANGELL; Vice Chairmen, DOROTHY KENYON , NORMAN DORSEN, DAVID ISBELL; General 
Counsel, EDWARD J. ENNIS, OSMOND K. FRAENKEL; Secretary, GEORGE SOLL; Treasurer, SOPHIA 
YARNALL JACOBS. 

Executive Director, JOHN de J . PEMBERTON, JR.; Associ ate Directors, ALAN REITMAN , MARTIN GARBUS; 
International Work Adv iser, ROGER N. BALDWIN . 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 202¼0 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

November 8th, 1968 

We have read with the greatest of interest your remarks 
to the NCAI last September and it was a satisfaction to see 
leaders hip developing at last and to have more civil rights 
and autonomy assured. 

One of the points you raised and on which we would apprec­
iate further information is the right of off-reservation In­
dians to vote along with reservation Indians on such matters 
as termination. Is there not a danger that those who remain 
on the reservation and wish to continue may be overpowered 
by those who have left? If so, should any different arrange­
ment be made in.ft>anchise rights? 

Our best wishes to you in your constructive and difficult 
program. 

RNB:EAL 

Wash ington Office: 1424 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036; La wrence Speiser , Director; 

Southern Regional Office: 5 Forsyth St., N.W., Atlanta , Ga . 30303 ; Charles M. Morgan , Jr. , Director 

With organized affiliates in 38 states and 800 cooperating attorneys in 50 states. 
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA BANK 

and Trust Company 
Established 1903 

WILLIAM E. ABEL 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

INDIAN BANKING DEPARTMENT 

HOME OFFICE 

150 N. STONE AVE. 

TUCSON, AfllZON.A,..,, 

: ~-
November 8, 1968 

,..::: . 
' ·r,,.:9 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett , Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D . C. 20240 

Dear Commissione r Bennett: 

May I thank you once again for your very kind participation in the 
various events connected with the celebration of 11 Cochise Day 11 which 
was held in Tucson last weekend. We certainly e njoyed having you 
with us at the Reception and Dinner Friday evening, and your interesting 
and challenging talk at the ceremonies Saturday morning in Armor y Park 
was one of the highlights of the program. 

We here in Tucson feel that 11 Cochise Day 11 was an unqualified success . 
We realize that a great d eal of this is due to your attendance, and wish 
to thank you again for arranging to be with us. 

TheModernBankoftheWest ... 
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AMBI.ICAH IHnIAH CLAIMS ASSOCIAT!DH 

I. J. SPENCER 
Executive Secretary 

Dedicated to the Rights and Claims ,of All Indians 

510 West Tenth St . 
Long Beach, California 90813 

November 9, 1968 
13212 Mona Blvd. 

Compton, Calif., 90222 
Phone NE 5-7967 

l'viro Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian A.ff airs 
Washington , D. c. 20242 

Dear Bob: 
I . : 

Thank you for your letter of October 30th , in -which you : 
gave suggestive help that has prowen out all right already ; 
Contact was made with Elijah Smith at Riverside and his · 
referral ended up suc c essful ac cording to a student who 
needed help and got help. 

Our organization met today ar:d had a good meeting ani one 
of the good things that came out of the meeting was the 
overall endorsement of your cont i nuance in offic e . In 
fact , I have this day written to Senator George L . Murphy 
and Congressrr.ian - Elect Craig Hosmer and told them we were 
endorsing you for furtherance as Indian Commissioner. 

Whenever you are out this way again , we \\Ould like very 
much to have you meet with our group so that they wi 11 
know what a good personable Commissioner we have. 

Much as I dis l i 4:e telling you this but, have you heard 
about my sister , Florence and Lewis Et s recent divorce~ 
It shook me to the marrow of my bones and I very well 
know now that nothing is too bad to happen to your own 
loved ones . 

Good luck and may Good ~ortune be yours always . 

Sincerely , 

~-:-~ ~ 
President 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Mr . Overton James 
President. Inter -Tribal Council of the 

Five Civilized Tribes 
6033 G lencove Place 
Ok lahoma City , Ok lahoma 73132 

Dear Mr. James : 

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and 
encouragement which you have given me during the uncertain days 
following the change in Administration. 

The almost 11nanimous and spontaneous efforts made by you and the 
Indian leadership to have me retained as Commissioner of Indian .A ffairs 
was a most gratifying development. I will always trea ure the many 
expressions that have been made on my behalf. It makes the disappointment 
at not being able to continue as Commissioner less severe, and it 
assures me that I was doing all the things and providing the kind of leader­
ship that the Indian peo p le wanted . 

My three years as Commissioner of Indian A ffairs have been the most 
wonderful experience of my life, for they put me in contact with so many 
fine people . The courteous and welcome manner in which I was received 
in Indian c ountry was an inspiration to me . You made me feel at home, 
and in turn I brought back to Wa shington renewed desire to be of service 
to the Indian people . 

So I leave the positio.n of Commissioner of Indian Affairs not by my 
choice , but at the request of the new Administration. In s o doing, I 
extend to my successor every good wish for the difficult job ehead . If 
he merits the same kind of support from you that you gave to me, then 
his job will be made less difficult. 

I intend to keep up my long association with the Indian people and to 
serve them in other capacities . I look to the future, therefore, with 
h o pe and enthusiasm and to the opportunity of seeing many of my Indian 
friends again . 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert L . Bennett 
Commissione r of Indian Affairs 



November 13, 1968 

Mr. Overton James 
President, the Inter-Tribal Council 

of the Five Civilized Tribes 
6033 Glencove Place 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73132 

Dear Governor: 

It was thoughtful of you to send me a copy of the letter written 
to the Chairmen of the Democratic and Republican National 
Committees to which was attached a resolution adopted by the 
Inter-Tribal Council on October 11, 1968, recommending my 
retention as Commissioner of Indian Affai r s. I hope that I have 
justified the confidence of you and other leaders . Certainly, 
your continued cooperation and support has been helpful to me. 

If it is the will of the incoming administration that I continue 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, you may be sure that I will 
make every effort toccontinue to serve you and the other Indians 
as I have in the past. 

With all goo d wishes, I am 

Bennett/klm 11/13/68 
le, chrono. mailroom 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



The INTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL 
of the FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 
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e U1e vi w of th C ncil is 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

MRS . ELIZABETH SMITH 

P. O. BOX 1199 

MUSKOGEE, OKLA . 74401 

TREASURER 

TOMMY RAY MORTON 
P . 0 . BOX 21!!12 

STILLWELL, OKLA . 74960 

SERGEANT.AT-ARMS 

ALFRED DEERE 

ROUTE 2, BOX 110 

WEWOKA, OKLA. 78684 

CHAPLAIN 

DR. B. FRANK BELVIN 

~17 S . WOODLAWN 

r OKMULGEE, OKLA . 74447 

his res 
rd d r c: n i e.ration a~ d fa v .t'able ac i > • 

nelo ur 

cc: 
c retary of the Interior 

Commiss i ner of Indian Affair 
Area Di rector , M 0 
W. E . McIntosh 
Robert H. Kingsber y 
President, Inter - Tribal Council 
Executive Secretary file 

NOTE: 11Identical letter written to H n . ay Bliss , Chairman, R e publican 
Natioi/Committee, 1625 I St., N. W •• Washington, D. C . 



RECE/'·,'rn 
BUR. OF INU /.\rl-A FF°A' RS 

W,\S!IH~ 1J TON o " . 
' • -.1 . 

Attachmen~f.r9 zn 
Uv U 2 15 PM 068 

RESOLUTION .... .. .. . .. ...... -...... ....... . 

WHEREAS, The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes is 
establishe d for the purpose of enlightening the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian race; to prese rve Indian culturc>-1 values; 
to enhance and promote the general educational opportunity among 
members of the Five Civilized Tribes ; to seek an equitable adjustment 
of tribal affairs; to secure and to preserve rights under Indian treaties 
with the United States; and otherwise to promote the common welfare 
of the American Indians, and 

Whereas, Robert L . Bennett, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has 
initiated new programs and has en~arged existing programs and has 
attained a high degree of cooperation and coordination among Federal, 
state and private organizations that are helping Indian tribes, and 

WHEREAS, he has obtained the support of Congressional Committees 
that can assist Indian programs,and 

WHEREAS, he has sought and obtained the full support of Indian leaders 
in planning tribal programs, and 

WHEREAS, under the leadership of Commissioner Bennett the Indian 
people are now developing more than they ever have before, more than 
at anytime in the history of this country, and 

WHEREAS, The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes firmly 
believes that this momentum developed by Commissioner Bennett should 
be carried into the new administration, and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett's appointment will expire on 
January 20, 1969, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Inter-Tribal Council of 
the Five Civilized Tribes strongly recommends that Robert L. Bennett 
be retained as Commissioner of Indian Affairs so that the programs under 
way will be achieved without interruption and without delay. 

Adopted this 11th day of October 1968 in a regular quarterly meeting held 
at Sequoyah High School, Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 

/2 ---!-' /1 I u 1_.,; ? z:,_,,,,1 / ;?? ,-,,.,/ J 

Eliz_abeth Smith,' Executive Seer etary 
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Overton James, President 
I , 
•/ 



December 16. 1968 

Hon. Walter J . Hickel 
Secretary of. the Interior D signate 
Office of the Governor of Alaska 
Anchorage, Ala.ska 99500 

P ear M.r . Seeret ry esignate: 

Th Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes of 
Okla oma congratulate you and xtenda to you every good 
wi b.;-..ae the n w S er tary of the Interior. 

At a meeting of thi oundl held October 11, 1968, at 
Sequoyah High School, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, the enclosed 
r esolution was adopted. This r«!solution i s eubmitted to you 
for your sinee·re con ideration nd favorable action. 

It is the c ncensus of all Indians of thi area th t C ommissioner 
Bennett has done an outstanding job in Indian affairs, and this 
Council respectfully reque ts that he be retained in his present 
position. 
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We look forw rd to working with y-ou in t e days ahead in th welfare .. _ 
a nd intere t ! the Indian people of thl country. 

Encl oe u.r t< 

cc: 
P. esident, Inter-Tribal C ouncil 

onunis s ioner of Indian Affair s 
Area Director, MAO 
W. E. McIntosh 
R obert H. Kingsbery 

Executive Secretary file 
r-
.. ,-cc-:.itj ' 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Miss Sarah Gertrude Knott 
Director of Programs 
National Folk Fes tival Association 
710 Dupont Circle Building 
Washington, D . C . 20036 

Dear Miss Knott : 

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and 
encouragement which you have gi ven me during the uncertain days 
following the change of Administration in January . 

The almost unanimous and spontaneous efforts made by you and the 
Indian leadership to have me retained as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs was a most gratifying development. I will always t reasure the 
many express ions that have been made in my behalf. It makes the 
disappointment at not being able to c ontinue as Commissioner less 
severe and it assures me that I was doing the things and providing the 
kind of leadership that the Indian people wanted . 

My three years as Commissioner of Indian /lffairs have been the most 
wonderful experience of my life , for they put me in contact with so 
many fine people . The courteous and welcome manner in which I was 
received in Indian country was an inspiration to me , and l brought back 
to Washington renewed desire to be of s e rvice to the Indian people . 

So I leave the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs not by my 
choice , but at the request of the new Administration. In so doing , I 
extend to my successor e very good wish for the difficult job ahead . If 
he merits the same kind of support from you that you gave to me , then 
his job will be made less difficult . 

I intend to kee p up my long association with the Indian people and to serve 
them in other capacities . I look to the future , therefore , with hope and 
enthusiasm and to the opportunity of seeing many of my Indian friends again. 

Sincerely yours. 

Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian .Affairs 



President.elect Richard M. Nixon 
The White House 
Washington, D. C . 

Dear Mr. Nixon : 

Ti1j~ 
1i1 1/6-i 

)2&-7;!§ 

November 21 , 1968 

The National Folk Festiv l Association , Inc . , has had its headquarters 
in Washington, D. C . For a long time , as we have developed folk 
activity programs throughout the United States with annual national 
gatherings each year bringing together folk song and dance groups 
from an average of. twenty . five states, each program has been opened 
by one or more t:i-ibes oft out' American Indians . 

I have had contact with Commissioners of Indian Affairs since the 
beginning of the N:fF A in 1934. In my opinion, the pr~eent Commisaioner, 
Mr. Robert Bennett, has done the very best job for tm Indians that has 
bee n done by any Commissioner. He has unquestionably done the most in 
making for better underst nding between the Indians and other rf(cial 
and national groups in the country. 

All to whom I have talked since the election sincerely hope that your 
administ ration will make it poseible for him to remain in the Commissioner ' s 
post. 

There has never been a time in our country when there w s such nee d 
for understanding and unity of our people of diverse cultural heritages . 
We fee l very sure that no Indian in the country could. come nea.- filling this 
post as well as has Mr. Bennett. We need him very much in plans that have 



been developing since he came to take this post to stt\bilize the folk 
activity movement in our country by helping to encourage :revival 
of the basic folk legacies of our people, including the American 
Indians high on the list as e rly "settlers" who have left their 
cultur 1 imprint everywhere in our g?-eat land. 

No person in our coantry has a greater ppreciation of the Indians' 
culture nor greater desire to give his people a sense 0£ "belonging" 
through developing gre ter underst ncling of that culture, then has 
Mr. Bennett, him · elf an Oneida /fudian. We need him. 

\ si~ce:r ly yours,'·.:· )
1 

( // 
I ' > I 
; \ t1 21/ · _ _;_ , l. \. :~.~- ---

• ' ' I I ' ' ' ,/, I 
._,_____) I \ ' \-:- ',·, <._L \ .. ' Ii ,_ ",>l 
Sar h Gertrude Knott 
Director o{ Programs 

Copy tou::::,missioner Robert Bennett, 
Washington, D. C. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
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BEN REIFEL, M.C. 
l'IIIST DlfflllCT, 90llrH DAKOfA 

<ongrtss of tbt ltnfttb 6tatts 
J,oue of l\epresentatibd 

IIUf,fngton, a.<. 
November 27, 1968 

Mr. Harry Flemming 
Office of the President-el ect 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Flemming: 

-­APPIIOPIIIATIONS COMMITTD 

\IKRNLOD,1 

ADMINrrRATtW AaaffANT 

8HIN.KY M. LUIKDII 
IDCmrnft __,.Alff 

It is not my practice to bombard the incoming President­
elect with names of individuals unsuited for the offices they seek. 

I do feel, hovever, very strongly about the qualifications 
of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Bennett. 

It would be 111ost appreciated if you would give full 
consideration to his qualifications as outlined in the enclosed 
letter and resume to President-elect Nixon. 

As the only Indian American in the Congress and as one who 
has worked intimately with Mr. Bennett through the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior and in the BIA itself, I feel especially 
qualified to render _udgment as to his performance. 

BR:aro 

Enclosures 

With best wishes, I am 

Ben Reifel, 
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<ongre,, of tt,e llnittb 6tate, 
J,ou•e of l\epresentatibd 

lldf)ington, --~-

November 27, 1968 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
President-elect of the United States 

Dear Mr. Nixon: 

Please accept my warmest congratulations upon your 
election to the Presidency of the United States. 

As you begin to gather your official family, I have 
been impressed by your public statements indicating a desire 

VUtNLODf 
ADMIN8TIIAT1VII AaslffANI' 

•HIIILKY M. LUIKKN• ~-_,.-

to promote bipartisanship and unity through the highest councils 
of our government. 

A number of friends and acquaintances have contacted 
me for consideration as Cabinet-level appointees; however, there 
is only one man who I definitely feel has the qualifications and 
the proven ability to co1m11and a responsible position in your 
Administration. 

This is Mr. Robert L. Bennett, presently Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, Department of Interior. 

It was my privilege to work with Mr. Bennett in the 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, area office of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs prior to my election to Congress in 1960. At that time 
he was a registered Democrat, but he re-registered in order to 
vote for me in the primary. It is my understanding that he was 
a registered Republican at an earlier period in his career. 

Kr. Bennett became Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in mid-1966 and has served with distinction. A 
lifetime of experience plus unusual acceptance by Indian Americans 
everywhere and BIA employees as well, make him exceptionally 
qualified to continue in this post. 

Mr. Bennett, an Oneida Indian from the State of 
Wisconsin, is the first Cotmllissioner of Indian blood since 1871. 
This is an extremely important factor in his acceptance by the 
various tribal groups. 



The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
Page 2 
November 27, 1968 

In our long association, I know Mr. Bennett to be 
highly sensitive and sympathetic of the needs, aspirations and 
hopes of all Indian Americans--from Alaskan nations and Eskimos 
to the Seminoles of Florida. He has worked with all major 
tribal leaders and has visited every tribe and band in his 
thirty years of service. A tireless worker and an imaginative 
administrator, he is esteemed by all who have worked with him. 

I can think of no qualified administrator better 
equipped to deal with the peculiar needs of the Indian American 
and our government's responsibilities to meet those needs 
through new and effective opportunity. 

As I said in the beginning, I shall not trouble you 
with names of those who fancy themselves qualified for the 
highest positions in our government, but who obviously lack 
proper credentials. I do hope, however, that you will find it 
possible to continue Mr. Bennett in this position where he has 
really just obtained a foothold and now is in a position to 
deliver results in return for your confidence. 

With best wishes, I am 

BR:aro 



JOSEPH MERDLER 

FRED W . GABOURIE 

OF COUNSEL 

HAROLD W. ELLIOTT 

MAURICE J. NELSON 

MARY CARDIFF 

LAW O F F I C E S 

M ERDLER & GAB□ URIE 
4419 VAN NUYS BOULEVARD , SUIT E 20 1 

SHERM A N OA K S , CAL I FORN IA 91 4 03 

7B3-7606 AND 872-2606 

November 29, 1968 

Mr . Robert Bennett 

1255 POST STREET, SU I TE 1002 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94109 

TE L EPHONE 771-4400 

Commissioner United States Bureau Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Bennett; 

I wish to thank you for your wonderful 
letter to Leona and myself together with your 
autographed photograph which I will cherish . 

The 
make a pitch in 
Governor Robert 
Richard Nixon . 
the letter sent 

other day I had the opportunity to 
your behalf to our Lieutenant 
Finch, who is rather close to Mr . 
I am enclosing herewith a copy of 
him this date . 

Please give our best wishes to Mrs . 
Bennett, and we certainly are looking foward to 
visiting with you once again . 

Very truly yours, 

MERDLER & GABOURIE 

J ./JA/ ~ -. -u&t,JV7t,4 " ~~ 
~ ed Wm . Gabo ie -;;f___ , 

FWG : j k ___,.-
encl. 



.JOSEPH MERDLER 

FRED W . GABOURJE 

OF COUNSEL 

HAROLD W , ELLIOTT 

MAURICE J. NELSON 

MARY CARDIFF 

LAW OFFICES 

MERDLER & GABDURIE 
4419 VAN NUYS BOULEVARD, SUITE 201 

SHERMAN OAKS, CALIFORNIA 91403 

7B3-7606 AND 872-260 6 

1255 POST STREET, SU IT E 1002 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94109 

TELEPHONE 771-4400 

November 29th, 1968 

Lieutenant Governor Robert Finch 
c/o State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 

Re: ROBERT BENNETT, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
United States Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Governor Finch; 

I am writing this letter to implore you 
to encourage the forthcoming administration to con­
tinue Mr. Robert Bennett as Commissioner of the United 
States Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

I am part Indian myself, and have been 
active in Indian Affairs not only in California but 
in many other states since World War II. However, 
it is not my intention to put myself foward at this 
time, but merely to indicate that I am a part of and 
active in the Indian community and can speak from 
first hand experience. 

For the past two years our law firm has 
had the opportunity to work rather closely with 
Commissioner Bennett and many of his staff and I 
can tell you that there are few in the entire United 
States as qualified or as dedicated as this man. 

Mr. Bennett is an Oneida Indian born on 
Indian land and reared in many of the old traditional 
ways. He received his additional training in Indian 
Schools, a graduate of Haskell Indian Institute and 
later went on to complete is higher education. His 
experience with the United States Bureau of Indian 



Re: Robert Bennett 

Page II 
11-29-68 

Affairs spans almost 30 years during which time he has 
been in almost every type of position. 

The problems of the American Indian are 
extremely important and highly complex because they 
are intertwined with tradition, treaties, laws and 
modern concepts. Because of Mr~ Bennettis early back­
ground, vast experience and his dedication, he has been 
able to confront the many facets of the problems and 
come up with good substantial solutions therefor. 

It is my opinion that the Amer~can Indian 
people have fared better and progressed further under 
Commissioner ~ennett than at any other period of our 
history. In all sincerity, this is saying alot when 
you consider the wide diverse opinions espoused by 
Mr. Indian and the legislators. 

Thank you for your kind consideration in 
this mattero 

FWG: jk 

Very truly yours, 

MERDLER & GABOURIE 

/.( 
Fred Wm. Gabourie 



• 

• 
• 

,,. 

! • . 
r • • • • • • • . 
• L • • • • • 
' . : . 

November 29, 1968 

Mr. Richard M, Nixon 
President -Elect 

Attention: Harry Flemming 

The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20036 

My dear Mr, Pre&ident-Elect: 

Please find enclosed a resolution requesting your office to give 
some consideration in retaining the present Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Washington, D. C. 

The United Tribes of North Dakota Development Corporation reso­
lution :reflects the sincere desire of the majority of the Indians 
to keep Mr. Bennett as the Indian Colllillissioner. 

Mr. Bennett has not been our Indian Commissioner too long and 
his policies have not had the opportunity to get moving through­
out the Indian country. He believes very strongly in maximum 
Indian economic self-sufficiency; full participation of Indians 
in American life; and equal citizenship privileges and responsi• 
bilities for Indians, 

Past history has proven that the changes of Indian Commissioners, 
often a short tenure of four years, has created chaos, turmoil 
and confusion. The Indian problem has been a "political football" 
with little or no regard to solving the dilemna that faces our 
Indian people. 

Every consideration given to this dedicated man will be greatly 
appreciated • 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Theodore Jamerson, Coordinator 
United Tribes of North Dakota 
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RESOLUTION 

UNITED TRIBES OF NORTH DAKOTA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Minot, North Dakota 

November 22, i968 

WHEREAS, the United Tribes of No~th Dakota Development Corporation 
comprising of the Chairmen of the Standi-ng Rock . Sioux, Three Af:filiated 
Tribes, Devils Lake Sioux and the Turtle Mountain Chippewa Indians are a 
recognized Development Corporation, and 

WHEREAS, said Development Corporation is responsible to the Tribal 
Councils and members of each tribe represented to conserve its tribal 
property, to promote the socio~ecbnomic development of the resources and 
general welfare of the Indian people, and 

WHEREAS, Robert L. Bennett, the Uriited States Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs has advocated and supported the programs ahd proposals of 
the United Tribes of North Dakota Development Corporation for the economic 
and social advancement of the Indian people, and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Benn~tt has achieved a _ measure of rapport ~d 
understahdirtg between the Urlit~d States Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
various tribes and Indian organizations to a greater degree than any 
Commissioner in our history, and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett has instituted policies beneficial to 
all Indians that are now being implemented and should be given a fair chance 
to prove out. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the United Tribes of North Dakota 
Development Corporation hereby goes on record requesting the President­
Elect, Richard M. Nixon to consider the retention of Robert L. Bennett as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

CERTIFICATION 

We, the undersigned, as representatives of the United Tribes of 
North Dakota Development Corporation, certify that the Development 
Corporation is composed of the four chairmen of the Tribal Councils and 
the Executive Director of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission and 
that a quorum was present at the meeting duly and regularly called and 
held on the 22nd day of November , 1968, at which the foregoing 
resolution was approved. 

Sgd/ Austin Engel 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Indian Affairs 

Commission 

Sgd/ A. J. Agard 
Chairman, Standing Rock I ndia:1. 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Vincent Malnourie 
Chairman, Fort Berthold Indian 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Lewis Goodhouse 
Chairman, Fort Totten Indian 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Peter Marcellais 
Chairman, Turtle Mountain Indian 
Reservation 
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Minot, North Dakota 

November 22, 1968 
i 
i . • • • • t 

WHEREAS, the United Tribes of North Dakota Development Corporation: 
comprising of the Chairmen of the Standing Rock Sioux, Three Affiliated f 
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==--3: .. WHEREAS, said Development Corporation is responsible to the Triba~ 
Councils and members of each tribe represented to conserve its tribal : 
property, to promote the socio-economic development of the resources and : 
general welfare of the Indian people, and 
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WHEREAS, Robert L. Bennett, the United States Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs has advocated and supported the programs and proposals of 
the United Tribes of North Dakota Development Corporation for the economic 
and social advancement of the Irtdian people, and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Benn~tt has achieved a measure of rapport and 
understanding between the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
various tribes and Indian organizations to a greater degree than any 
Commissioner in our history, and 
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WHERl!AS, Commissioner Bennett has instituted policies beneficial to 
all Indians that are now being implemented and should be given a fair chance 
to prove out. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the United Tribes of North Dakota 
Development Corporation hereby goes on record requesting the President­
Elect, Richard M. Nixon to consider the retention of Robert L. Bennett as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

~ 
~ CERTIFICATION 

We, the undersigned, as representatives of the United Tribes of 
North Dakota Development Corporation, certify that the Development 
Corporation is composed of the four chairmen of the Tribal Councils and 
the Executive Director of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission and 
that a quorum was present at the meeting duly and regularly called and 
held on the 22nd day of November , 1968, at which the foregoing 
resolution was approved. 

Sgd/ Austin Engel 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Indian Affairs 

Commission 

Dear 1'1r. Bennett: 

The Tribes are supporting you 

100 %~ we are making contacts. 
r'/' ~ C. • 
T. E. amer n, Coordinator, 

United Tribes of North Dakota 

Sgd/ A. J. Agard 
Chairman, Standing Rock I n d i o.~., 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Vincent Malnourie 
Chairman, Fort Berthold Indian 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Lewis Goodhouse 
Chairman, Fort Totten Indian 
Reservation 

Sgd/ Peter Marcellais 
Chairman, Turtle Mountain Indian 
Reservation 
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NORTH DAKOTA INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION //?~ 
1f.Q.Qf}!d2c &.~n~q~:!?.v.11;,mmx 

~Qt.'U@.'!~X.fil~f'9J~~ STATE CUITOL 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

58501 

MEMO 

TO: 

"': 

AUSTIN ENGEL 

Executive Director 

The enclosed resolution which asks President-Elect Nixon to 
consider the retenLion of Robert Bennett as Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs was passed by the United .Tribes of N. D. 
Development Corp. 

\..7hatever you can do t o support this resolution in the way 
of letters, telegra ms , phone calls, etc. will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Austin Engel . 
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' IN THE SENATE 

SENATE J OINT MEMORIAL NO. 112 

, BY STA;rE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

A JOINT MEMORIAL 
:•. 

TO TH E HONORABLE PRESIDENT OF TH E UNITED STATLS AND Tll E 
, ' 

HONORABLE SECRETARY Of THE INTERIOR. 
I 

We, ·your Memorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of tile 

State of Idaho assembled in the First Regular Session or the Fortieth Idaho 

Legislature, do hereby respectfully represent that: 

WHEREAS, the appointment of a Commissioner or Indian Affairs 1s 

now under consideration; and 

WHEREAS, President • _Richard M. Nixon, rn a 'statement issued on 

September 27, I 968, pledged , that "tile right or self-dl'termin:1tion or the 

Indian people will be respected and their participation in planni_ng t_hcir own 

destiny ""'.ill actively be encouraged" ; and , 

WHEREAS, implicit in this pledge is deference to Indian wishes as to 

who sho~dd be their Commissioner of Indian Affairs, other tliin~s being 
' 

equal, !?.Plan and carry out programs; and 

WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, tile National 
' 

Congress of American Indians, and Indians throughout tile nation have gone 

on record as supporting the retention of Mr. RobL'rt L. lknnctt as 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, Commission~r Bennett has earned the respect and trust of 

Indians by his accomplishments in tile fields of housing, hL:alth , industri a l 

development, employment and education; 

WHE REAS, the Indians_ of th)s nation arc justly cn11cn1wd that 
-

23 . Commissioner Bennett may be replaced by som,eone with u11k110w11 insights 

24 and unknown inspirational qualities. 

25 NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT Rl~SOLYED by the First Rl'~ulJr SL·ss ion 
I ' , 

2(> of the Fortieth Idaho Ll:gisl,ature, the Senate ' and I louse or l~q)rL'Senlatiws 
I 

27 con curring, tlrnt we most res'pectfully urge the Secrct.iry or tl1L' l nterior to 

28 retain Mr, Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian /\ll;1irs. 
I '!' . 

29 BE IT FURTHER RESo'LVED that the Secretary or the Senate be, anJ 

30 he is hereby .wthorizcd and -directed to forw~rd copies or this Memorial to 
I 

31 the I lonc)rable President of th Unitl.'d States and tile llonor;.ihk Secrl'lary of 

32 the Interior. 



PERSONAL 

Mr. Robe rt L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

}f~ 
2214 N. E. 37 Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97212 

As advised, there is enclosed a copy of the memorial which 

I read to you ove r the telephone today . 

Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 



,. 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

.-i REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Robert A . Whitebird , President 
Inter-Trib 1 Council of the Eight Tribes of Miami Agency 
C /0 P . 0 . Box 391 
Miami, Oklahoma 74354 

Dear Mr. Whitebird : 

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and 
encouragem nt which you h ve given me during the uncertain d ys 
following the change of Administration . 

The almost unanimous and spontaneous eff rts made by you and 
the Indian leadership to have me retained s Commissioner o1 Indian 
Affairs w- s a most gratifying development. I will lways treasure 
the many expressions that have been made on my beh lf. It makes the 
disappointment at not being able to cobtinue as your Cornmiss.ioner 
less severe, and it ass ures me that I w s doing the things and providing 
the kind of leadership that the Indian people wanted . 

My three years as Commis s ion of Indian Affairs ha'lte been the most 
wonderful experience of my life, for they put me in contact wi.th so many 
fine people . The courteous and welcome manner in which I was received 
in Indian country was an inspiration to me . You made me feel at home , 
and in turn I brought back to w~shington renewed desire to be of service 
t o the Indian people . 

So I leave the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs not by my 
c hoice , but at the request of the new Administration . In so doing , I 
e xtend to my successor every good wish for the difficult job ahead . If 
he merits the same kind of support from you that you gave to me, then 
his job will be m de less difficult . 

I intend to keep up my long associ tion with the Indian people and to 
serve them inoother capacities . I look to the future , therefor , with 
hope and enthusiasm and to the opportunity of seeing m ... ny of my Indian 
friends again . 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



RESOLlT'l'ION c/ u lu () 6 o K J {; _I . / 
{{ ft 1 , VV} f,A (J CJ?(,_, 

v;;.~EHEAS,. The Int, er-Tr1ba l Counc:tl of the Ei ght ~;ribe s of Miami Agency 7 ~JJ-t/ 
1. r.i enteb 1 Ls hed fo r the pu.rposo of enli ghtening the pu'b lic toward a f 
1: ette:r· u.nders ta.nd:tn g or. the Indian r a c e; to preserve Indian cultural 
value3 ; to enhance nnd promote the general educational opportunity 
amo ng memb er s of the Eight 'l'rib·es of .M iami Age ncy; to seek an equit~bf.-_~ 
nd j ustment of tribal a~f a irs; to secure and to pre s erve rights undep ~ 
-r ~1 dian trea tie.s. with the United States; and ·otbe r wise to promote the t...:-: ~~~; 
c o~mon welfare of the American Indians, and 

. V-,1IBREAS, Robert L. Bennett, Commis s ioner of Indian Affairs, has : u 
initiated ne w pro grums and has enlarged ex isting programs and has ; ~ 
attained a high d egree of cooperation and coordination among Federal,=:. 
state and pri va to organi zations that are helping Ind inn tribes 1 andj c..;..~ 

WHEREAS, he has o1) tained the support of Congress ional Commi tte cs 
that can assist Indian programs, and 

W:ffEREAS, he has sought and obtained the full support of Indian leaders 
in planning tribal programs, and 

'WHEREAS, under the leader.ship of Commi trn ioner Bennett the Indian 
people are now developing more than they ever have before, more than 
at anytime in the history of this country, and 

WHEREAS, The Inter-Tr•ibal Council of the Eight Tribes of Miami Agency 
firmly tielieves that this momentum developed by Commissioner Bennett 
~nould be carried into the new adminiBtration, and 

WR,.-;::;;REAS, Com.missioner Bennott'B appointment will expire on 
_January 20, 1969. . 

NOW THEREFORE EE IT RESOLVED, That the Inter-Tribal Council of the 
Eight Tribe~ of Mis.mi Agency strongly recommend.a that Robert L. Bennett 
~e retained as . Commissioner of Indian Affairs so that the programs 
under way will be achieved without interruption and without delay. 

Adopted this 30th day of November 1968 .in a regular monthly meeting 
held at Seneca Indian School, Wyandotte, Oklahoma. 

ATTEST: 

Rxecutive Secretary 
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