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April 2, 1969 

Tb Honorabl RI.chard M. Nixon 
President ot the Unite States 
The White House 
Washington, n.c~ 

Dear Mr. Pre ident 1 

The Commission on Indian Af'tairs of the state of Michigan respecttul.q 
concerns its self with Indian Affairs on national level .• 

By formal ction the enclose resolution was u.nani.mousq ad pte and. 
is herewith submitted tor your consider tion. 

Respecttul.'.cy' nd.tte, 

Mark A. -Perrault, Cha1i,nan 
Inter-Tri al Council of Michigan 

b;y1 Herman E. Gameron, Resident Agent 
Int r-TrJ.bal Council of Michigan 
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A RESOLUTlON 

f1E v:: ;'.-:D 
BUR. O; !?; o:·t ,,!· ;\;-Tl; ~ .; 

! \'l ,-. ::'\,: th''>[G.~) QI, C. " 
I '· 

Arn O ? ~o P( ., 9,, 
CIHIEREAS t Th IL~~~ ~~t!MrJ4,;.ot. i~41;;:us··tt ·duhf•c~~.\~,, 

rutd 1.neoJtpa/Utt.ed CoflJ'IC..U, tutd, ' 
\ ''-, 

'11HEREAS: 
'" 

Sa1..d. CowteU. ..u emnpo~ed ,, the ,owt bona. 6,1.de. lndtan RueA.va.tlq.116 

06 th.e. sta:u. "' M.lelugan, Md, 

NHEREAS: lt ,l6 £he. ·(unetion o, the lnteJL ... 1/Llhal Counc.ll ~ -a.ddll.to~ Lu : 

4d6 :t.o -the. Jtuo.futl(m 06 .th.e 4oe1..a.t and e.cono~ .l.64«"6 .tha:t · 

c.on.9Jt.Oftt l:U CCJi6.tltuenu, and, 

WHER.W ! The. BM.etU4 "' !mU..a.n. A66~ thA.oagh tJ.n.ci by ,.the duly a:ppo.l.n.te.d · 

Comm{64-lcneJL on Ind.la.rt At'a,/,,u, cctw.~u « po~n 06 ~mlnwt 

ln .tlie. A66a1.Ju, "' I~, and, 

MIEREAS 1 The pJLUvi.t oc.cupant 06 Ja.id 06/i,lea, ,Wt. Robt!l.t L. . Memuttt, 

luu taJu1td £hf. Utetm «M e.01.£.l.dt,tC.t. Oo th¢ Amt,tica,i 1nd-lan.i o, 
!112, State 06 Mlc.Ju.gan, 

N(J{;J THEREFOR£ BE If R SCLVEV th.wt t:he IntM-Tlt.lbal Councll e6 -M,le.h1,gan, 

Jtep.rc.e6e.ntuzg t .h.t. KeewittutW Ba.g Incila.n Commu..nlty, tk(l HaJ'Lt'.a.hvu.te. lnd.lan 

Commu.n.lt.y, the. Sag-ln.aw-Chlppe,.• Th.lbe., 4nd .t.lie. Bay Mltu I nd.la.n. Comma.nlt.f!, 

"ha.U. lti-6peet,at.t.u Jte.aormteAd & 1teappo.lnbne.nt on .t.ht Hom,Jutbte.. Robe/Vt L. Benne.tt 

to the. ottS,lc.e. oo Co,-.m.U~.lonelt 06 Ind..i.an A66allu. 

~ .U 6withtA JtU tve.d tltat e.cP-Lu 0£ .ku. Ruolrttltm. bi p!f.Ov,l.ded &OJt .th~ 

llonoJta.bu WaLtl/ll. J. lllcktl.., Seeteta141 a{ :the. 1n.t.f/ti.01t, :th¢. HonoJt.abte. Robe.Jtt L. 

Btu:~ ~.w>MA- 04 l~ Aio~ 1 the HanoJUtbte . bt!Lt J1. Gtd6'1,n. 

Un,ltt,l SU.tu . s~.. thi Ho - Jtl1b.t Ph.l.l,q) A. Hfl/C.it, Ur,.i..wl s.t.4.u.A Senatt., :the. 

Hott ~abt ,wi f.. Rappe., itmb¢it (1, Ce» ~ u, ,. 11-.~ l.br"!'fJHtl..f 11. Ulal«l ('Ad,Jt~" 

Me.mbu 06 Co11!J4fl44 41 d. :th.€, 'UO~ t-i4Jl\J,UJ L. E-6.flk, 1~ • fA al, CongJLU.. 

~A. ,~:-~~- ---
1nle1t.-11Llbal Co«nc.Lt 06 JU.c.h,igmt, lnc.. , 

~~ 1..4- i A 
~, a .. y\,.~ ,! t J),~,~c-.. .....:b t L~ , 4,i , b 



HonorabJ.e Richard • Nixon 
Preai nt m.te state 
The Whito H 
1t ington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pre denta 

The C,v""1a.i.ueion n Indian Affair ot the te of Michigan re ~ 
conoems its 1f With Ind!an Affair n a national level. 

By formal ction the enclose olution wu unanimouq adopted 
is h w1 tll uw1.ii.i. tor your consii oration. 

Respectt~ 

• Camsron, Di ctor 
0'-"'11.1!141:1•eion on In ian Altai 
State of Mich 

HEC/j 
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WHEREAS: 

A RESOLUTION 

. . . Arn B 2 ~o PH ' q . • 
The Commu.6-Lon on 1ndla.n AH,flL,u, 06 :the. Sllie. o 1Uc.h,lga.n 

. -.: .................... ..... ,. .. . 
l.!, a. dull} a.u:tholtlzed Commi.-611,lon bt:f viM:u.e 06 ~ ena.c.te.d 

le.gh,l.a,tlon, and, 

WHEREAS : The Comm.i.6.6,i.on on 1nd..la.n A00a1u 06 the. state 06 M.,fohlgan 

h, .6e.n6ilive :t.o the need.6 06 w con1,illu.enc.tJ, and, 

WHEREAS : The Bwr.eau. 06 1nd.lan AHa.iJL6 ol, .the. Vepall.,tment 06 the Intelt..loJr.. 

ma.n-l6ub .lb cone.Mn 601t :the. -6oe,lo-ec.onom.lc. we.U-belng 06 

1nd.la.n6 .thlt.ough and by a duly a.ppo.lnted Comm..U.6,lonell 06 

lnd..la.n A66tt.lli6, 

WHEREAS: The p!LUen.t Cornrn..u1,,loneJr.. 06 Incllan A66a,,iJu, h, Mlt. RobeJtt L. Benne:tt, 

a.nd, 

OIHEREAS : I:t h, :the 1iole.mn aond.w,,lon 06 .6tU.d Cornmu.6,lon on Incllan A66~ 

:tha.:t MIL. Robeltt L. Bennet:t fuu pllom.lnenil.y cli...6p.f.ayed hl6 deep and 

c.ompa.6.6.lona.te cone.elm 601t the .6oe,,la! we.U-belng 06 the AmeJt..lc.a.n 

Indla.n and .tha.:t he lut6 l,afth6ull.y a.nd eH.luenJ:ly dUc.ho.ltged .the 

du:tlu ol, the Cornrn-l6.6,lone1t. 06 1nd.la.n AM,ai.M. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEV :tha;t :the CommLu,lon on Ind..Lan AH,a,,/Ju, 06 .the 

S:ta.te 06 Ml.c.higa.n Jte1>pec.tl,u..Uy llec.ommen~ the 1te-a.ppohi:tme.nt 06 Mil. Bennett 

.to the. 066-lc.e. 06 CommL\.6.ioneJt 06 1ndlaJt AH~-

Be U 6Ult:the.Jt 1tuotved :tMt c.op.iu 06 .th.it, Ruofu:tlon be pJt.ovhled 601t. .the 

Hono!Utbl.e. Wal:teJr.. J. Hl.c.flel, Sec.Jtdalr.y o~ :the Yn.te.JtloJt, :the Honolt.4ble RobeJLt L. 

Be.n.ne;tt, ComtM.o.oi.oneJL oJ Indian. A66a..i.M, .the HonoJUtbl.e RobeJLt 1'. GJtl.,661..n, 

United Sta.tu Suutte., .the. Honoll.abu Pk,l,U,.p A.. Ha/L.t, Un.lte.ct sta.te6 Se.na.te., the 

Hono1Utble 'PhLUp E. .Ruppe, M$floVt 0£ CcngJte.AA t the fltm.ou.ble. Et,oltd Cedt!lt.beJLg. 

Me.mbeJt 06 CongJt.el>.6, a.nd the. HonoJt«bte. MaJtv..l.n L. E4c.h, MembeJr.. 06 Cong1t<U>.6. 

wa.uam A. Le.Blanc., Ch(WU'l)(ffl 
Comml..6.&1..on on 1ncU.an Af,6~ 
state. o, Ml.c.h.Lga.n 

Helen Ho1tnbecli Tanne1t., Se.cJte:taJuj 
Comml.t..&1.on on tncU..a.n A66a,i/t,.\ 
state o 6 M.iclu.gan 
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Departmmt of Educaiion ~ 

OCfSEor ll~'-
Archdiocese of Baltimore 

Catholic Center • 320 Cathedral Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. Co 20242 

Dear Sir : 

April 3, 1969 

The Department of Education is deeply grateful to you for your well­
prepared presentation on "The Indian of the Past and Present" for the teachers 
of Grade Five. 

Enclosed is a small token of appreciation for your service to our 
teachers. 

Again, I would like to express my personal thanks to you. Sharing 
your wealth of experience with teachers is a source of blessing for both the 
giver and the receiver. 

SMA:jg 

Wishing you all the joys of the coming Easter season, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Sister M. Ambrosia, S.S. N.D. 
Director of Elementary Curriculum 



LAW OFFICES 

R OBERT D. DELLWO 

KERMIT M . RUDOLF 

WILLIAM J . GRANT 

RICHARD J. SCHROEDER 

"l.~J.F 
Honorable Walter ·J. Hickel 
The Se cret ary 
u. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Attention: Thomas P. Holley 
Assistant to the Secretary 

Dear Mr . Secretary: 

1016 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99201 

MA01s0N 4·4291 

April 4, 1969 
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Re: Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
Report of Alvin M. Josephy, Jr. 

I am at torney for the Kalispel , Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Indian Tribes 
in this area. The purpose of this letter is to comment in their behalf 
on the lengthy report dated February 11, 1969 by Alvin M. Josephy, Jr. 
entitled "The Ame_rican Indian and the Bureau of Indian Affairs - 1969." 
These tribes are apprehensive that their views about the report will not 
be known by you. They assume that you and your office will study the 
Josephy Report, and they believe that it may influence your decisions 
not only about future Indian policy and administration but whether or 
not you •will reappoint Robert L. Bennett Indian Commissioner. 

BACKGROUND 

J11uch of my law practice has been in the representation of Indian tribes 
and group s and of Indians personally. My orientation toward Indians 
and their tr ibes began in my boyhood during my life on the Flathead 
Reservation. My father, Dennis A. Dellwo, was a principal organizer of 
the Flathead Indian Irrigation District and served as its secretary from 
its incepti on until his death in 1963. I have represented Indian 
groups in the Northwest for approximaiely twenty vears of law practice. 
I menti on the above only as a credential from which you can judge 
whether I speak knowledgably abQut the background and history of Indian 
affairs , their present conditioh and status and the wishes and desires 
o f the Indians of the Northwest in the current situation. 

Mr. Josephy is most perceptive in his analysis of what was wrong with 
Federal Indian policies in the past and the growing fears of Indians 
th at almost any real changes in administrative policies were somehow 
connected with termination. 

I often heard my father expound on the pendulum swings of Indian policy 
fr om 1916 until his death in 1963, and particularly from 1930 to 1950. 
In those years the tribes were bereft of independent legal counsel. 
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Their confusion about Federal Indian policy and its administration was 
abs olute and complete. So hopeless was their communication with 
Washington, D. C., the distant, detached, unfeeling governmental entity, 
that they didn't even try to understand. This acceptance of complete 
i gnorance of Indian policy and administration and helplessness concerning 
it is at the root of the tribal and individual Indian anomie we find 
even today. 

Thus, without discussin g it at length, we can see why Indians are 
apprehens ive about any sudden chan ges in Indian policy and why they 
are so suspicious of change. Unfortunately for our Federal administra­
ti on, knowledge here does not mean release from fear. Rather, the more 
the Indian people and their l awyers and spokesmen have found out how 
their affairs were handled until 1950 the more shocked they have become. 
It is truly an unfoldin g tale of near treachery toward and betrayal 
of the Indians and of unbelievable administrative capriciousness and 
negligence. The more our Indian people hear o f the facts of that 
peri od the less confidence they have in their Federal guardians. 

PERIOD 1950 to 1960 

Why do I pick 1950 as a date of demarcation? Because it was not until 
then that most tribes achieved truly viable tribal governments complete 
with independent legal counsel. Not until then did the channels of 
communication open up. While there are exceptions, it was not until 
after 1950 that tribes could meaningfully go to their agencies and the 
Indian Bureau in Washin gton, D. C. and directly influence Indian legis­
lati on, policy and administration. There was a kind of "graduation" or 
"coinmencernen t" about that time when, after generations of complete 
frustrati on , they found themselves with tribal organizations, some 
tribal money and tribal attorneys with which to attempt to take some 
initiative of their own. 

What did the Indian tribes find with this awakening? They found a 
government poised to terminate them. The Spokane Tribe which I represent 
made its first trip to Washington and found that after their recent 
awakening from a hundred years of isolation they were on a list of tribes 
"ready for termination." The Flathead Tribe found termination hoverin g 
like a vulture and within a very short time found themselves with their 
backs to the wall fighting thei~· own termination. The tribal dele gations 
discovered the unfolding Federal Indian policy that culminated in 1953 
with House Concurrent Resolution 108 which announced that Federal Indian 
poli cy was to terminate tribes. They saw two tribes fall to the onslaught 
(Menominee and Klamath). Their awakening to Federal Indian policy was 
an awakening to a chamber of horrors, aimed at the destruction of their 
tribes. · 

The year 19 52 brough t the Eisenhower administration and a new Commissioner. 
The Indians still talk of that Commissioner as the man who never came 
to their reservations and never did see first hand anything truly Indian. 
He was a detached fellow. an unknown quantity, a threat of indifference, 
lack of understanding and arbitrary decision. The Kalispel Tribe I 
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represent ne ver s aw or heard from him. The Coeur d'Alene Tribe found 
a lriend who was Un der Se cre ta ry of the Inter i or to supersede his 
regressive dire c t ives. The Spokane Trib e journeyed to Yakima to see 
him as he was "pass ing th rou gh." They were ushered in one door and 
out the other, barely h avin g t i me to fi nd out whi ch man was the 
Commissioner . The y heard an unknown off icial voice in the background 
intone, "Mr. Commi ss i one r , this is the tribal dele gation from the 
Spokane Tribe . They want you to know t hat they are interested in a 
tribal liquidati on - t ermination progr am. " The Commissioner congratulated 
them for their 'progr e ssive, f orward l ooking v i ews" and turned to the 
next delegation. 

The years from 19 50 t o 1960 might be de s cribed fr om our local viewp oint 
as the peri od o f time when the tr i bes were gettin g organized and were 
finding out the fa cts of Federal In di an policy . They found nothing to 
encourage them. In fac t they had awakened onl y i n t ime to join in a 
fight f o r surv i val --a f i ght against withdrawal of Federal services and 
tribal terminat ion. 

What else did they f i nd? They f ound the ir reservat i ons checkerboarded 
beyond belief by the f orme r a ccelerate d alienation of Indian lands by 
the sequence of Federal Indian al lo tment , the granting of fee titles and 
approved s ale s out of trust . They a l so found an almost instinctive 
policy by the Indian Bureau and Depa r tment of the Interior of delayin g 
and reje c ting every mean ingful I ndian p r ogram suggested by any tribe , 
whether it was a tribal court, a l an d purchase pro gram , a tribal invest­
ment or anything else. There wa s an " administrative loya lty"within the 
Bureau of confirming an d app r ov ing Bure au decisions up and down the 
line even when strongly opp osed by the I ndians. They would n~t ''move 
an official " under pre ssur e f rom Indian groups. 

Attorneys found the appr oval of t heir contract s endl essly delayed and 
sidetracke<l. Many will r ecount that t he y were working on their second or 
even third· 3 ~ year contracts before even their first contract had 
won Bureau approval. Lawyers viewed the shambles of past Indian policy 
and found with thei r tribes that they could look on l y to the future and 
the hope of changin g i t . 

The "breaking out" of the Indi an tribal organizations in about 1950 
coincided with the advent of the claims cases. The positive aspects 
of claims possibili t i es and t he uniting effects of the threats a gainst 
tribes and re s ervat ions all over the United St ates led to a new cohesive­
ness among tr i bes . The Nationa l Con gress of American Indians was 
organized and Jo s eph Garry , Chairman of the Coeur d'Alene Tribe , was 
its president f or e igh t ye a rs. Regional subsidiary organizations such 
as the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indi ans became influential. 
Indian s f ound a co mmon denominator in the threats against their existence~ 

They had t o stand t ogether. Public Law 280 threatened their le gal 
jurisdic tion •. There was a mass assault on their hunting and fishin g 
rights. Suddenly, after dE:cades of officially pronounced exemption , 
the Bure au o f Internal Revenue sou ght to tax the income from Indian 
lands . The Co eur d'Alene Indians with their valuab l e wheat lands, 
went t o their gr a in ~ arehouses for their wheat checks only to find that 
their grain h ad been distrained by the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
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Individual Indians found themselves in poverty, unable to understand 
where their money had gone. Tribes banded together against the threat. 

Through the 1950's the Tribes checkmated the termination bound executive 
branch of government with a growing political power and "friends on 
the hill. 11 Tribal lawyers stuck their toes into this field of legal 
representati on and became advocates, lobbyists, spokesmen and finally 
almost "Indian" in their espousal of Indian causes. They were "hooked" 
by the dignity, the humanity and the needs of their Indian clients. 

PERIOD 1960 TO PRESENT 

Then 1960 came. It is now a milestone in Indian Affairs. Mr. Josephy 
is quite accurate in his portrayal of the change, but like so many 
writers fails t o see its impact at the reservation level. Bear in 
mind that until 1960 most stay-at-home tribal members nev·er saw an 
important Bureau of Ind ian Affairs official. 

The Philleo Nash Era 

Philleo Nash c ame to the National Congress of American Indians Convention 
in Lewiston, Idaho soon after his appointment in 1961 and danced and 
san g with the Indians. The Indians viewed him as a man who could not 
possib ly have a broad background in Indian Affairs but whose heart 
was in the right place. Yet they knew he knew more than his predecessors 
had. He was the "visiting Commissioner." He visited reservations, 
most of t hem. He was the conferring Commissioner; he conferred with 
tribal groups and tried to find out what they wanted. He was the 
sacrificial Commissioner. It appeared that his helping such tribes as 
the Kalispel to hold the line against a termination "deal" as a condition 
to get their claims money was largely responsible for his being replaced 
as Co mmi ssioner. 

The Robert Bennett Era 

Look at it from the Reservation Indian's point of view. Here was the 
first Commissioner they had ever seen who appeared to be "for them" and 
he (Philleo Nash) was fired and replaced by Robert Bennett in 1965. By 
this time the Ind ian groups knew of the ascendancy of the Termination 
phil osophy in Congress. · Public Law 280 had not been amended to provide 
for consent. An inheritance bill had been introduced that was really 
a termination bill. The Colville Termination Act was a black clou<l on 
the horizon, an d apparently because of pressure from the Senate Interior 
Committee a beloved Commissioner was replaced. 

What a spot for his replacement! One need only go back and read the 
resolutions of various tribal organizations that immediately fhllowed. 
Bob Bennett was not readily accepted. "Wait and see" was an understate­
ment. 

Then came the so-called Omnibus proposal with .the leak of an already 
drafted instrument that failed : to reflect the ideas of tribal groups 
expre ssed in the various regional meetings Mr. Bennett had held. Mr. 
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Josephy corre ctly outlines this sequence. But Mr. Bennett so deported 
himself on this issue, redeeming himself by .finding out the views of 
Indians and paying attention to them, that he came out "on the side 
of the Indi ans" instead of trying to put something over on them. 

The writer does not want to repeat the material outlined by Mr. Josephy 
but on ly to highlight some reactions of local Indian organizations 
with regard t o the administration of Robert Bennett. 

With such a foreboding beginning, isn 't it a miracle that today Com­
missioner Bennett has more united support from Indian groups than any 
previ ous Co mmissioner, including Phi lleo Nash? The writer, viewing it 
from the perspe ctive of tribes in the field, offers the following in 
explanation : 

1. Beginning in 1960 and acce lerating through the Bennett tenure was 
a marked improvement in tribal relations with Superintendencies and 
Area Offices in the field and with the Commissioner's office in 
Washington , D. C. There has been a philosophy of helpfulness. More 
and more the Bureau has been a "technical resource" with the tribal 
organizations _b eing more active in the final decisions. Where 
forme rly it . seemed as if there was a"turn-down neurosis" on the part 
of the Bureau of Indi an Affairs, there has been an "approve the 
tribal programs and proposals if we can" policy. Yet this new 
liberality in approach and communication has been tempered with a 
readines~ of the Bureau to reject or propose modifications to pro­
posals where needed. The tribes have had the benefit of a friendly 
supervision by a trustee. 

2. A better teamwork has emerged. There has been a loyalty and friend­
liness of the Superintendencies and Area Offices to tribal governing 
bodie s and free exchanges of ideas. A true camaraderie has developed. 
Tribal bodies have become more conversant with Bureau procedures 
and their needs. At the same time Bureau officials, particularly 
at the local level, have observed the growing competence and effective­
ness of the tribal groups. · 

3. The Commissi oner has emerged into a position of "friendly appeal." 
Each tribe has had numerous occasions to meet with Mr. Bennett. 
They consider him their personal friend. He knows them by name. 
In some instances their frie~dship extends back into ~emote origins. 
Joseph Garry of the Coeur d'Alene Tribe and Walt McDoriald of the 
Flathead went to Haskell with him. Within each tribal governing 
body are men who knew him before. Each tribe has had favorable 
experien ces with him personally in w~ich he has tailored Bureau 
pr? ce dures an~ programs· to their ·special:.'. n-eeds~ : :Many· instances of 
thi s can be cited. The whole attitude of the tribal groups toward 
the Bureau has evolved into a highly improved position. At the 
same time tribal governing bodies have matured and developed into 
effective local governmental entities. · 

4 . The tribal "fears of change"have been allayed. Commissioner Bennett . 
and hence his subordinates at Washington and in the field have been 
so open and accessible in the formation of changes in policy and 

--------
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and programs that the "shock factor" h as disappeared. Indians have 
been included in the deliberations and often began them. We have 
therefore reached a position today where the Indian Bureau, as 
presently organized under Commis s i oner Bennett, can lead the Indian 
Tribes through a s eries of constructive changes with very little 
of the o ld psycho l ogy of fear and apprehension on the part of the 
Indian groups . 

5. The TRUST that has developed in the lndians over the last several 
years 1s no better demonstrated t~an here in the Spokane area. The 
Colvilles , with their Co lvill e Termination Act , urgently support 
the reappointment and r etention o f Commissioner Bennett. More sur­
prising, both the terminationis t "maj ori ty" and the fighting anti­
terminationist "minority" are equally s trong in their support of 
Bennett. Addit ionally, the three tribes the writer represents~ and 
in fact$ every t r ibe in the Northwest, supports his retention. 
Thi s seeming contradi c tion can be explained. More important, the 
fact of his support from such divergent groups is most significant 
and is a jewel that no previous Commissioner ever had. 

In summary, the tribal groups have matured and developed into responsible, 
c apable governing bodies~ They have become better and better informed 
about their position in the framework of government. They have learned 
of their potenti al in both human and material values. THEY KNOW HOW TO 
OPERATE construc tively. They see the need of great change in government 
policies and proce dure s ,but they want those policies to evolve out of 
the pre sent organi zation with the present Commissionei. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The writer sincerely and respectfully offers the following conclusions 
and re commendations: 

1. Mr. Josephy is correc t about the "termination psychosis"of Indian 
tribes and the fa ct that in the past they have hesitated to support 
chang~ because o f their fears that it mi ght include steps to termina­
tion. He appears to overlook that this termination apprehension 
syndrome h as largely di sappeared in so far as it · relates to the Indian 
Bureau itself . . It continues to exist in the Indian view of general 
governmental and con gressional policy. The two sources of fear 
and confiden ce are entirely~istinct. 

2. Above all~ precipitous changes should be avoided. There is a 
present atmosphe re of CONFIDENCE by the Indian tribal groups 
in •the present Indian Bureau and particularly in the present Commis­
sioner. They wil l accept evolving , constructive change under his 
leadership. Specifically , they will accept growing tribal responsi­
bility and autonomy and increasing delegation of powers to the field. 
It is conceivable that they would ·accept sweeping changes in the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs itself as long as Robert Bennett is kept 
as Co mmi ssioner. 

3. All the Indian groups of the Northwest, and particularly the Spokane, 
Coeur d'Alene and Kalispel Tribes, will react with great shock and . 
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apprehension to t he appoint men t of a different Commissioner merely 
by reason of the change in Pre sident s. They view Robert Bennett as 
an Indian leader, a true Indian versed in Indi an Affairs, a non­
poljti ca l leader whose p rimary dedication is to the reservations 
and the Indians, actual ly a Republ ican, f ully eligible for continued 
tenure. They emphati cally ask, "WHY LOOK FURTHER FOR A COMMI SSIONER ?" 
Their support of Robert Bennett is total. The replacement of a 
man so fully quali fied for the job and so widely supported by the 
Indian pe ople will be re ceived by the Indian people with extreme 
shock and suspicion. There is no conceivable appointment of any 
man on the hori zon that they will accept in lieu of Robert Bennett. 

4. Any combination of sweeping administrative decisions without Bennett 
are, if they require tribal support, doomed t o failure. A new 
Co mmis sioner might have a chance within the present framework. If 
his appointment? however , i s accompanie d by transfers of the Indian 
Bureau to the Executive Offi ce of the Pre s iden t or to Health , Educa­
tion and Welfare or by broad change s of any kind, the "double shock" 
to the Indian pe ople will take years to overcome, even with good 
programs. 

5. The tribal government s alre ady know of administrative changes 
Robert Bennett has in mind and , under hi s leadership with present 
Bureau officials wh o are on exceptionally friendly terms with the 
Indians, those change s will be accepted. They won't be accepted if 
offered by an other Commi ssioner. 

6. In summary, these change s offered by Commi ssioner Bennett and actually 
sought by the tribes the writer represents are as follows: Retain 
the present Bureau or gan ization f ormat but delegate more powers 
to the fi eld. Strengthen, rather than weaken, the superintendencies, 
consolidate a few of them into nearby c ities and allow them to 
make final de cisions in most matters. Likewise, delegate more 
decision making powers to the Area Off i ces. Retain and stren gthen 
the Area Offi ces as being re servo irs of "resource people," techni­
cians, engineers, fore sters, welfare people who can supplement the 
Superintendencies whi ch in the modern day find it difficult to 
hold such experts especially if they must live in out of the way 
places. All ow greater aut ono my in and cast greater responsibility 
onto the tribes themselves. 

7 . All ow the "prudent man rule" t o function i n the Indian Bureau and 
in the tribes themselves. For exampl e , if a tribe through its attor­
neys and a ccountants and qualified financial advisers proposes an 
inve stment and it appears that ~dequate prudence has been exercised, 
approve the i nvestment without nit-picking it up through administra­
tive channels. (Note: This suggestion appears to be the increasing 
poli cy of the Bureau right now.) 

The writer sincerely believes that the views expressed above are the 
general views of all tribal groups in the Northwest. He therefore hopes · 



Honorable Walter J. Hi ckel -8- April 4, 1969 

that they will be read not as the views just of one man or of three 
tribes but as those of the vast maj or ity of Indians and their tribes. 
We hope that the Secretary will read and consider them before going 
forward with any change s in the Indian Bureau. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DELLWO, RUDOLF & GRANT 

{ZiU . . 1:) JJJli,,y-0 

By: Robert D. Dellwo 

RDD:fb / 

cc: Commi ssioner of I ndian Affairs 
Senator Henry M. Jackson 
Con gressman Thomas Foley 
Area Office of Indian Affairs, Portland 
Superintendent, Colville Indian Agency , Coulee Dam 
Superintendent, Northern Idaho Agency, Lapwai 
Tribal Co uncil Members o f Kalispel, Spokane and 

Coeur d ' Alene Tribes 
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News ~elease From: 

Zeta Psi :Sducationol 1'oundation 
Columbia University Club 
4 West 43rd Street Suite 404 
New York, N. Y. 10036 
(212 ) 736-0992 

For deta ils contact: Patricia Newport 
Public Relations Director 
Zeta Psi Educational Foundation 

AP Press Conference 

ON CURRENT AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS 

by~ 
LOUIS R J3RVCk 

I have prepared this statement today as a means of communicGtine to 

the new Administrati on and others some of my concerns about the fiE:ld of 

J\merica n Indir.m Affairs. 

As a person of Indian descent (Mohawk-Sioux) and a long time Repur1-

lican Party worker, I feel a real obligation to bring to the at tenti on of 

this admi nistra tion some of the pressing areas which Indians fe el need 

clarification • 

. Indian people generally were encouraged by Pres+dent Nixon's comr,aign 

pledges of Sept ember 27, 19_68. 

He underscored in the statement, his intentions for a positive and 

constructive policy aimed at alleviating the adverse ~ocial and economic 
.) . 

conditions manifested by the first Americans. Inherent in this philosophy 

is a reco&nition that many ~a,n t :ribes enjoy a unique relat ionship with 

the Federal Government y,hich carries with it ~esponsibilities for special 

programs and services. 

President Nixon wisely indicated that "Termination of tribal recog­

nition will not be a policy objectiv~ and in no case will it be imposed 
·1: ' 

without Indian consent." He further pledged that the overriding theme of 
~ ' I , 

his Admini s tration work w~th Indians would be to seek meaningful Indian 

self-determination and part icipat~ ri{'-'n pla~n~ng ' their own future. 

'· ' 
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Sta tement b,y Louie R. Bruce-2 

Indian peopl e feel that the new Administration ha c h0,d o rc: , ~;c,11: ,r,~,: 

period of time to s ettle in and it is now appro uriate tb ;-~t Lh• : i r cr;r,,: , 1 : , :. 

be given priori t y attention. 

In recent days, the Congress has granted the President a two - year 

extension of the Exe cutive Reorganization Act. There is increasi~€ 

interest in American Indians by the various Congressiona l c omm i tt~es, 

b .ber.:11 g r oups and the mecl i a. 

If President Nixon intends to look at reorgani~o. tion with in the 

Execut iv e l)r a nch including the Interior Department, J , ,ot..ld h0r,r· hr~ ·"'·, : ,; 

ca ll a hi 1;h l e vel meeting of India n leade ro _to dincuuc t• ,e t,l; ,<: c f :;; ., ,, i :. t. -

men t::; Uwy wottld l i k e to see on a Hoover Commission :md Lo u .: r v 1 : :,: . - 1 1. 

c,dvfrory gro tt p fo r devel oping India n policy. 

I have follbwed with interest the appointments of min oritJ m~m~~: ~. :c. 

upper c:;.nd mi ddle level positions in the various departments in the rie · .. , 

Adminis tra tion. These key postc ha ve been in the Small Busin ess ..:..ctr..:;_:-::._ ­

stration , the Civil Ser vice Commission, Department.ff o f f'.(;alth, .i.:,rJucc.:.ticr . 

.:1nd \-le lfarc <'-nd labor as wel J. as on tbe White House Blr, ff. 

Str i kingly absent from these a ipointments are American Indi2n~ . 

Ye t the1·e 6).re oevc r al critical unfilled appointmer.t:.s of direct c c :-. -: ':- :- :­

to American ln dia n people and their well being. All emb r ~ce ~~£· :eve: 

pol icy c: nd de c ision maldpg r es1 ,on9ibilities. They a .re as follo ·,1s : 

(1 ) The Cot)lt)lis sioner of I pdian Affairs 

(,? ) 

U) 
The Director of tLe National Council on Indi ,;1n C1,; ,ort.1Jr: : '·_, 

A vac nncJ on the Indian Claims Commir;s ion 

In al] of these areas there a re qualified Indian p ~or,J.e ,1h0 kr:p,1 =, :-. ·; 

ha ve work~d with their peorle a nd und erstand the uni que ]e[al s:-d c~~~~r ~ : 

relationships involved in Indian affai rs. I Believe tha t a ll I~dia~ ~ , 

irrespective o f pa rty, should be considered for these and o th e r ~p~ci~t~, ~ : ~ 

1<:h1 : n : thc: -i r· knowl edge and experi ence q"4a lifies them . 



Stat~ment by Louis H. ~ruce-3 

There ar~ a great many American Indians like rr.yself wLc ct re ct rdent 

member s and who ~re long time supporters of ~resident Nixon • . Je st~nd 

ready to guide a nd counsel this Administrati on as it mov~s forwctrd in a 

positive manner in the field of American Indi an Affairs. 

---end---

Information on Author: 

Mr. Louis R. Bruce 
Of New York City and Richfield Springs, New York 
Presently Chairman of the Board, Zeta Psi Educationa l }~undation 
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~ WEST 43,d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

Mr. Robert Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue N.We 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Bob : 

Zeta Psi Fraternity 
OF NORTH AMERICA, INC. 

TELEPHONE (212) 736-0992 

January 9, 1969 

Just a brief note to let you know how much I appreciated your 
taking time from your busy schedule to join us for dinner at the 
Cosmos Club. This kind of a session for us was overdue and I 
certainly enjoyed being brought up-to- date on Indian Affairs. You 
can rest assured that I will do all I can to bring support for your 
appointment. I think you have done a very fine, excellent job as a 
commissioner and, of course, all of us are very proud of the fact 
that for the first time in 90 years or so that we have had a real 
"redskin" to represent us. Since I saw you I made some contacts here 
in New York and in Detroit on your behalf. 

Keep in touch and I hope you can arrange to have a real nice day for 
January 20th for the Inaugural Parade. I'd hate to have you get your 
Indian bonnet and tepee soaked on the float. 

Good luck to you and let me know if there is anything more I can do 
to help. All good wishes. 

LRB:l 
cc: Forrest Gerard 

Sincerely, 

Louis R. Bruce 
Executive Secretary 

P.S. Incidentally, our host at the Cosmos Club , Dr. William Duryee, 
Research Director, Warwick Clinic, 2300 "K" Street, Washington, D.C. 
was very p l eased to have a chance to meet and talk with you. 
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April 10, 1969 

Mr. Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman 
Cheyenne River Sioux -Tribal Council 
-Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625 

Dear Frank: 

Just a quickie to let you know the boss has received 
your April 7th letter, but the enclosure you mentioned 
was not attached. 

When Mr. Berry returns, will advise him of your en­
dorsement of Bob Bennett for Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs under the Nixon administration. 

Always good to hear from you, and with kindest regards, 
I am 

Sincerely yours, 

717 Cl'~ -v~-'-~. 

Havis Daly, Adm.Asst. 
E. Y. llERRY 

FOREIGN AFFA! !'i'S 
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At.,111 ,UL."l ~ll<J.i. /\ 1-J l,l I Vl~l. :H l~V 

WAili tUN I UN, I.J, ~. ~ll!;i lQ 

April 10, 1969 

Thank y o u f or your lette r re~Ja r ding the reapp ointment 
of Commissioner Bennett . 

F'ra.nk ; I a g ree complete ly wit:h y o u on the compe tence and 
qtn .. lLJ-ir~ :1t· i,mR 1, t:· "J,[1., ; :1hhli, :-JU (.'(;J11ini.:"i : 1i 'iJ 1r, 1 ul ·r1tcJi,1Ji 

Jd~Eairs . ".Lou c.:an }Je u.:.,;sured. lhut he w.i. 11. h.:.tvc 11ty Lu .11 
support to continue on a.S Commissioner . 

Wi th every good wish , 

Frank Ducheneaux 
Chairman 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
Eagle Butte, South Dakota 

Sine r e ly, 

·,, 
,,_. ) . t 

~ t ~ -,i...Or.··f:h . iJ.J\: 
' ' 
George £•.cGove r n 

57025 



Dec ember 2 7, 1968 

Hr. Richard M. }li.xon 
Hotel Pierre 
New York, New York 10000 

Dear Mr. Mixon: 

Attached hereto is a 0<1py of Resolution No . 92-68-CR 

which was passed by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Cotmcil 

on December 4th, 1968, regular session, which is oelf-ex:­

planatory and submitted for yoo;r consideration. 

In b half of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe,. I would 

like to thank you in advance for your favorable considera­

tion to our request. 

cc i Robert L. Bennet ~ 
Senator Karl E. Mundt 
Melvin R. Laird, Congressman 
~en Reifel, Congressman 
NCAI. Washington, n.c. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHll~11ffl RIVER SIOO.X TRIBE 

~£~ 
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BOY. 157 
TELEPHONE 

EAGLE BUTTE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

964-41-55 or 964-4472 

FRANK DtJCHENEAUX, vhairr..,~-~­
Cheyenne River S.i.ou; 

Eagle Buttej South DN<ota 

C/\.'ID W. VALANrnrn, Vi_ce,- Cha1 nnan 
Rosebu.d Sioux 

Rosebud.~ South Dakota 

:Mr . Walter Je Hickel 
Secretar y of the Interior 

April 7, 1969 

Unit ed States Depar tment o.f t he Interior 
Washington , D. C-. 20240 

Dear Secretar y Hickel : 

EUNICE LARRABEE, Secretary 
Cheyenne Ri ver Sioux 

Lantry, Sout h Dakota 

.AL,TOE AGAH.D, Treasurer 
Standing Rock Sioux 

Fort Yates , North Dakota 

I am quite ple-,sed th .. ,t .701: ,rill r.:;ive careful cons i der ati on to r etai ning 
Hobert L . Bennet t a:, Commi~;sioncr of the L'J' e::rn o. I ndian Affairs as stated in · 
your letter of March l R, 1969 . 

I have reported u··our letter 0.f Earch 18 , 1969 to the Tribal Counc i l and t he 
comments were that at least ~,m have one Bl:reau official who has kept his word, 
referrin[; to your fir s t public statement concerning I ndi ans i n which you s t ated: 

11 So often it se ems , discussion of the Int erior or Department emphasize 
the natural resour ces and not t he human values, over which we have .. 
responsibility--our human resources --like the Amer i can I ndian. He has 
often been referr ed to as the f o!'gotten A,nerica n . I do not intend to 
for get h_i_m--I i nt end t o listen to him . We have smothered the Indian 
cul tnres wi th our own i gnorance . The Indi;m education s ystem and its 
policies i:mst be gi en a completely fre s h anc1. objective examinat ion . 
You rl.on ' t necec,;sarily solve th-Ls a 0 i rg problem by moving to another 
bureau . Thie i s the I nterior's obligati on . I do not promi e you an 
i ns tant solution but I can assm·e yon you will see action--not jus t t al k ." 

We also call t o your attenti on the ~epublican Pla tforr.1 for 1968, and I quot e 
i n part--nThe pl ight of the Anerican Indi ans and Eskimos is a nati onal disgrace , 
contradictory govern~ent policies have led to in t olerable depr ivation for t hese 
ci t i zens . We dedicate ourselve.::; to -the Dr omotion of olici es res ons i v e t o t heir 
needs and desi::- es a nd will seek t he pa r t icir,2.tion of such policies • 

Presider:t :x.:.~hE= .. r .:: I·i: . J:ixon 1 s s tatement to the National Congress of Americ_an 
7nciE.;:s .2:. -_; ;~<'.'~Li:' ~ :: :~-.:;;- : :T.eeti: g at Omaha , Nebraska , September 27, 1968, s a i d in 
t=:st·~;c."CO...~ ~:-.-::-;,- ,· ·. --.:~. j - - ::md. they must--b E: mc,de pa r t of the mainstream of Ameri can 
-:..if("",~·, "'· tt,s, , : , b~lp ~.hem 1·0:1r.l1 t ho 11:onls t.lwt ·th0y t.i1.0nm olv0s bnv e set nnd 
.... -1 .• ~,,-,: , "\:' A.: ... ·.:: ~-·: ,•:it,j ,)11 1-1ll l bti 11lc,lgo,t to t.lrn f'ollowing} 0lic:l.es t 

.!_)GOJ) .LO · .. 11'.i 0(1(; ;::,p<::r;i.al. I'•-~,3 '0 .• .':li~ili·c.ies 1-· tile Ft.-'de.!'~l.l ,r1.Hf\:":rrnn:er. t tQ. ·oh~ 
::;: ndian peoplt:: will be ackr10~,rledged 11 . xx;.-..: :.x 

i; 



Mr . 1·fal ter J . Hi kel, 
April 7, 1969 
Page - 2-

S8crctar;v of the Interior 

"x.1o(vlill see to i-;:. -::.r12.t local progran and federal budgets are operated 
with mi nimurn bureaucratic rest~aint and in full consultation with the 
Indian people .:xxY.x11 

Mr. Secretary Hickel , the several Reservations i n South De.kota, the United Sioux 
Tribes of South Dakota , the Nat ional Congress of American Indians, a national 
organiza tion representing so:;rre 100 tribes in the United States of Amer ica, have gone 
on record recommcndin ~ the p r esent Commissioner of Indian Aff<>irs , Rober t L . Bennett, 
be ret"1inecl and r c.1::;on~: ;:ire ~t:it.e-cl in ncr,0J.ution submitted to the Preside, t, 0.f the 
United States . No Comm:Lssioncr of Innirn Affairs has h&d the con.fide.1ce 1.' vie 
Indians of these lin:ited States a s does Comrni::osioner Robert L . Bennett . .:e has ci. n.e 
more to pr epar e the Indians of these United Stat es in the short t i me that he l:.as 
been Cormnissioner in mctnagement of their mm affa i rs and placing r esponsibi.lities 
f or their own sal va tion and destiny, which is nec essary i f they are t o t ake t i:.eir 
place in t he nw.ins tream o.f Ameri can life . 

We certainly agr ee with your statement that changing of policies does not solve 
the problem and that it does t ake t ime . 

We would like to p oint out to yon tho.t Rotert L. Bennett has had a t r yi ns ti.:e 
to break t hrough., down to the local l evel, because of the di e- hards in the P:.t::'7a u o~ 
Indian Affairs. It would be a crying sh2:..11e that just as he has got to the l ~aJ.. 
levol he b0 removed ond we ,·mnld h•nre t-.o stnrt 1111 o\rer with some 0the_• '"' r~ · ," si. !1 r 
who has very l i Ulo lcnowledr;t'l L f h'k1 t bns bAen <lone, nnd bss to bnil •. ~1_;;- t~ 
confldence o f tile J\.merican Indians be.fore he can get going . 

We hope , Nr. Secretar y , that with your s t a tement that you will listen t · tie 
American Indi an, and the statement of President J ixon, and t he Republic,m ~ _ E,.~ f c:::-m , 
that you will consider this wish of the I ndia.n peop le. 

Sincerely, 

' 
'' 

•,flii~f. 
1~ 'il . {?\~) 

. l\;'.i' :·f 
':-,:: { 
·f:. ' ,: ;•,_~· ..... ·1 
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~~ f)-(,G~~i•?~ ~;>C-
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FD/vr 

Frank Ducheneaux, President 
United Sioux Tribes of South Dakota 
P.O. Box 633 
Eaal c Dutto, South Dakota 
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~ ~ A_NK )JUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte 

-· REUBEN WARD, Vice Chairman, Cherry Creek 

ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte 

HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte 

COMMITTEES: 
Land & Forestry: 

Donald D. Dolphus, Chairman 
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member 
Peter Dupris, Member 

Ways & Means: 
Peter DuPris, Chairman 
Robert Kessler, Member 
William War Bonnet, Member 

Welfare & Telephone: 
Francis Traversie, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member 
Andrew LeBeau, Member 

Extension : 
Reuben Ward, Chairman 
Manuel Red Bear, Member 
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member 

Rehabilitation Committee: 

Ernest Ducheneaux, Chairman 
Emmett Hollow Horn, Member 
Donald D. Dolphus, Member 
Reuben Ward, Member 
Dennis Buffalo, Member 

Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934 
(46 Stat. 948) 

C/ieyenne !Rive'Z 

Sioux Tribal Council 

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625 

April 7, 1969 

~~ . 

' it' Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
2 / Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

. · Bureau of Indian Affairs _/:-A 1951 Constitution Avenue N. Wo r-\!,' Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

COMMITTEES: 
Law & Order & Enrollment: 

Dennis Buffalo, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member 
Francis Traversie, Member 

Claims & Legislation: 
Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman 
Donald D. Dolphus, Member 
Reuben Ward, Member 
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member 
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member 
Andrew LeBeau, Member 

Health & Education: 
Andrew LeBeau, Chairman 
Ramon Williams, Member 
Emmett Hollow Horn, Member 

Appraisal Committee: 
Lawrence Lind, Chairman 
Manuel Red Bear, Member 
Ramon Williams, Member 

Planning Committee: 
Benjamin Howk Eagle, Chairman 
Peter Oupris, Member 
Reuben Ward, Member 

Enclosed herewith for your information are copies of letters written 

to our Congressional Delegation and to the Secretary of the Interior, 

Jv.tr. Walter J. Hickel, in regards to retaining you as Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs. 

Sincerely, 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX 'IRIBAL OOUNCIL 

~~ilA~~~ 
Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman 

FD/vr 
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F.RANK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte 

REUBEN WARD, Viice Chmman, Cherry Creek 

- ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte 

HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte 

----------------------------
COMMITTEES: 

Land & Forestry: 
Donold D. Do lphus, Chairmen 
S&njcmin Hawk Eagle, Memb..­
Peter 0upris, Member 

Wr,y1 & MeaM: 
Peter 0upris, Chairmen 
Robel'! Kess ler, Member 
Willi<,m War Bonnet, Member 

Welfara & Telephone: 
Frar.cis Troversie, Cho irmon 
Louis Veo, Member 
Androw LeBeou, Membu 

Extenslan: 
Roubon Ward, Chairman 
Manue l Red Beor, Member 
Ernest Duchoneaux, Member 

ltthobllltatlon CommlltM1 
Ernest Duchoneaux, Chair man 
Emmtttt Hollow Harn, Member 
Donald D. Do lphus, M,, mber 
Reubun Word, Member 
Donni, Buffalo, Meml;,or 

Organized Under Aet of Congress June 18, 1934 
(46 Stat. 948) 

Cheyenne !Rive'l 

Sioux lribal Council 

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625 
April 7, 1969 

Congressman Ben Riefel 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20_510 

Dear Congressman Riefel: 

COMMITTEES: 
law & Order ll Enrallment: 

Denn is Buffalo, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member · 
Francis Ttoversie, Member 

Claims & legislation: 
Fronk 0ucheneaux, Chairman 
Dona ld O. 0alphus, Member 
Reuben Word, Member 
Ben jamin Howk Eag le, Member 
Ernest Oucheneaux. Member 
Andrew leBeau, Member 

"""" & Educarica: 
Andn,w leO.CV, Ot0iffltcn 
Romon Wil:ioms, ~ 
Emin.tt Mellow M<m\, ~ 

Ap........,t C-nittMt 
l<.1w,~ l""' ~iliT<l.c<\ 
M.an,,~I R.d &e«-. A~ 
~ WW ~ Atem.t-e, 

Plonnifts C-.in..: 
Benj<:<1>,n Hawk E'~r... ~ 
"-ttt ~"'• &\aoobu 
~~Mm,~ 

. Enclosed for your inforna t ion is a copy of a letter to the Secretary 
of the Department of the Interior, Walter J . Hickel, which is self 
explanatory, and setting out the v1ews of the American Indi .ns. 

It is hoped that in the interest of the American Indians, and at least 
their wish, just this once, that you may give your .full support to . the re-:. 
appoint ment of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs., Robert L. Bennett., 
who has done more to involve the Indians in their struggle to tuke their 
place in t he mainstream of American Life. 

Sincerely, 

CHEYENNE RTVER SIOUX mIEAL CO 'Cil, 

FD/vr 
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;F."UNK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte 
: REUBEN WARD, Viice Chainnan, Cherry Creek 

ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte 
HAZEL GARREAUX, Se<:retary, Eagle Butte 

- ---------------------

COMMITTEl:S: 
Land & fotes!ry: 

Dona ld 0 . Oolphus, Chai,;.,on 
Benja min Howk Eag le, fMmb« 
Pere, Oupris, Member · 

Wayt & MMM: 
Pe~ DvPris, Chairma n 
Robert Kes,ler, Member 
Will ia m War Bonner, M...,,,ber 

Welfare ,l Telephone: 
Fra ncis Trove rs ie, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member 
Andrew LeBeau, Member 

Extension , 
Reuben Ward, Cha irman 
Manue l Rod Bear, Member 
Ernesr Ouch oneoux, Momber 

Rehabllltutlon CommlttM1 
Ernesr Oucheneaux, Cha irman 
Emmert Hollow Horn, Member 
Donald 0 . Oo lphus, Member 
Reubei, Word, Member 
Denn is, Buffalo, Membllf 

Orranized Under Act of Congress Jone 18, 1934 
(46 Stat. 948) 

Cheyenne !Rive'Z 

Sioux Tribal Council 

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625 

April 7, 1969 

Congres sman E. Y. Berry 
House of Representatives 
Washingt on, Do C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Ber ry : 

COMMITTEES: 
law & Orde, & Enrollment: 

Dennis Buffalo, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member 
Francis Travors ie, Member 

Claims & legi1l,atlan: 
Frank Oucheneaux, · Chairman 
Donald D. Do lphus, Member 
Reuben Ward, Member 
Be n jamin Ha wk Eag le, Member 
Ernest Ouche neoux, Member 
Andrew l eBoou, Mambo, 

H..,ltfl a !dvartiOft: 
Andr.w l d•au. 01<:,~ 
Romon Wilt t<::tN, Mltr.h.1 . 
Emmett Holtow K<1tn_ ~ t 

Appt'Cli1al Cam,nltttt: 
lowrence Lind, Chairman 
Manuel Red Bear, "-mber 
Rom011 Willioms, ~ 

n-;,,g c-it!M: 
!eni<:min H,-t Ens.le, Chcirman 
Pcm V,..ipis, lhmt« · . 
it.llbm "'""'"'· ~ ., 

Enclosed f or ;orour infonnation is a copy of a letter t o the Se.<lt"et.3.ry 
of the Department of t he Int er i or, Wal ter J. Hickel, which is s el.f 
explanatory, a nd s etting out the views of the American Indians . 

I t is hoped that in the interest of t he American I ndians , and at l east 
thei r wish, just t his once ., t hat you may give your ful.l support to the re­
appointment of t he present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Robert L. Bennett., 
who has done more to involve the Indi ans in their struggle to t ake their 
place :i n the mainstream o:f American Life. 

Si ncerely , 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX itUl3AL 

FD/vr 



---.----:0 ... _ I 

fRANK DUCHENEAUX, ~hainnan, Eagle Butte 

· ~UBEN WARD, Vi.ce Chairman, Cherry Creek 
"' I 

COMMITTEES: 
land & ForHlry: 

Donold D. Dolphus, Cha im-an 
Benjamin Hawk Eag le, Member 
Peter Dupris, Member 

Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934 
(46 Stat. 948) 

Ways & Means: 
Peter Dupris, Chairman 
Robert Kessler, Member 
Williom War Bonnot, Member 

Welfare & Telephone: 
Francis Traversie, Cha irman 

· Louis Veo, Member 
Andrew Le Oea u, Member 

C/ieyenne £Rive'l 

Extension: 
Roubon Word, Chairman 
Morw el Red Ooar, Momber 
Ernes t Duchoneoux, Member 

Sioux Tribal Council 
Rohabililatlon Commlltff1 

Ermts t Duchcneaux, Chairman 
Emmott Hollow Horn, Member 
Donald D. Dolphus, Mombor 
Reuben Ward, Member 

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625 
Denn is Buffalo, Member 

Senator Karl E. 1-Iundt 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Mundt: 

Apr il 7, 1969 

COMMITTEES: 
law I Orde, I Enrollment: 

Dennis Buffalo, Chairman 
Louis Veo, Member 
Francis Troversie, Member 

Claims & legislation: 
Fronk Ducheneoux, Chairman 
Donald D. Dolphus, Member 
Reuben Ward, Member 
Ben jamin Howk Eag le~ Member 
Ernest Ducheneo-Jx. M""'bet 
Andrew Les.av, Mom.be, 

Health & Edunrtian: 
Andrew l eBeau, Chci;m;:,n 
Romon Williams, o\~ 
Emmett Hollow HOf M-~ 

App, olaal Contmlttff: 
Lowre.f't('ft lind.f Cho.Ir-man 
Manvel ~""' Beor, A~ 
Rnm<>n WiHior,u. o\\om~, 

Planning Committ.e: 
B<,n jom in Howk Eag le, Chru,,,,.;,,, 
Peter Dvpris, Mem..'-6 · 
Reub,,n Wcrd. Momi-

Enclosed for your information is 8. copy of a letter to the Seoreta.i.7 
of the Department, of the Interior, Walter "T. Ei.ckel, which is s01:f 
explanatory, and setting out the views of the American Indians . 

"\ 

It is hoped that in the interest of t he American Indians, and at least 
their wish, just this once, that you may give your full support to the _rer- · 
appointment of the present Comrnissioner of Indian Affairs , Robert L. Bennett, 
who has done more to involve the Indians in t heir struggle to take their 
place in the mainstr0am of American Life. 

Sincerely, I 
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBAL OOUNCJL 

FD/vr 
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10:25 a. m., 4/11/69 Anadarko 

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett 

They are singing the Lord's Prayer and you, Mr. Bennett, sit, 
thoughtful, and prayerful, I know on that platform. 

I sit here in the back of the room and I am praying to Our Blessed 
Lord to give you the wisdom to do the very best you can for these 
and all Indian youth--now in school--and all the many coming, coming, 
coming- -

I plead for the continuation of schools such as Riverside, Intermountain, 
Phoenix- -yes- -and Chilocco. 

I and my husband taught at Intermountain in 1955 and at San Carlos 
1956-1962. And since his death I served as Health Educator for USPHS 
on Papago for 5 years. 

I'm out of Federal service now--an Oklahoma public school teacher--
{A m. Government). I have some Indian students, attend an Indian church 
where the service is in Seminole. I try to keep close to what Indians are 
thinking , and more important- -feeling-. And there is still their feeling 
of a strong need for the Indian schools- - or at the very least- -the resident 
facilities that provide a base from which they can attend public schools . 

I have full confidence that you will resist pressures that would cause the 
eventual loss to many Indian youth of their only {presently available) school 
opportunities. Until each 11 neighborhood r1 has a good public school I know 
you will quietly exert every possible effort to keep, and improve and 
enlarge what these youth have--and work to get what they need . 

They' re singing "America- -Our Heritage 11 and I know you'll preserve 
and protect and promote the appreciation of that heritage and the 
development of a greater one for their children. 

11 Go with God 11 and with our prayers sustaining you--

Si~cerely, Mrs. Marie Hood 

P. S. As you are saying now, truly the Chilocco students have learned 
their lessons in Am. government well, as demonstrated by their 
efforts of these last few days to shape their own future. 

TYPED (from attached) FOR EASIER READING. 



-JMA, A?~ ·. 
ct:_:;~ . 

. ~~ti, 

t 



J- ;±; ~ ~ 
~~On~ 
~ c~~ . 







~- Tj~~ . . 
/~<4)1 

~ 

. ~ 

~ lfc%5 ~ 
ciiJ L~~ 
/ 956 .- / f,b:2, 

~~L 
~ :l-~ 
~~ti ~ L 1 

-~ US p /iS ~ 



YlfUL 

(il~~ ~ 
I . .. 

- ~ 



·~ 
,4----(v,!_,,,t/~ /44--__, ~ 

~ -~ 

~ ~ 
~---~ ~ 



------ ---~ . - =:=r===- =-1====-- · 

t ,4 
- .A ..r-,.. 

r­
~ 
c::b ~ 01_ 

1:::iz~ 
' 

,. ' 
~ '. 





-~ ¾J~ '/ 

' 
L ., 

I - r 



=;;p-~~,,,~,,, 
... 







-.,.-...... - .. -··-··· ·- ·- - -··· --- . . . ·-
I O L/ -_ ---.-. - --. 

• P,J, _ _ 04-~~ 
~ µe,0 ' 

( 

f... ' • 

~ _·- .. 

( ~ ~:--<.:..-< I 

; ff~~ ~ 
- fu~~~; 



( 



TELEPHO NE 3B 2~ □i39? 

CHARLES E. GROUNDS 
A TTORNEY AT LAW 

SEMINOLE, OKLAHOMA 7486 8 

April 11• 1969 

Honorable Roberto. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Interior Department 
Washington, D. c. 

My Dear Commissioner: 

P , 0, B OX 1 275 

I have been following the newspaper accounts of 
the trouble up at Shilocco. First I want to say that 
I am well pleased with the manner in which you handled 
this touchie situation. 

I felt that you were a "Natural" to handle this 
situation because of our training received at Haskell. 
As we know the Boarding Schools serve a great purpose 
for those Indian children who could not get an education 
otherwise or at least a very sub-normal education if any. 

My Sister whom you met while here. attended Shilocco 
as did my older Brother. Ofcourse they thought that 
this was a wonderful school. I have visited Shilocco 
several times and I have always felt that they were 
doing a good job• under the circumstances. 

Ofcourse you remember we had our problems while 
at Haskell• but we all seemed to work them out for the 
benefit of the students and the school. We students 
did not always like the solution, but I find this is 
true even in trying to get discipline from your own 
children. 

The student problem is nation, yes even world 
wide, and must be delt with immediately by appropriate 
means. As I view the situation here at home, I am 
glad to say that the Indian Schools are still standing 
intact without any broken windows or mutilated buildings. 

This is just a note of incouragement to let you 
know I am one hundred percent behind you and have talked 
with several in this area who have attended Shilocco and 
other Indian Schools that feel the same as I do. 

CEG/mh 



Arizona Republic, 4/14/69 
AP 

HICKEL MAY REMOVE INDIAN AGENCY HEAD 

Interior Secretary Walter J. Hickel disclosed yeste rday he 
is looking around for a new Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
to replace incumbent Robert L. Bennett. 

Hickel was asked in an interview whether he might submit 
legislation to improve his department's program on Indian 
affairs. 

"Yes, I think so," he responded. 

"We are really searching for an answer to the problem. ' 
But the answer is not a program; the answer is some person, 
some individual -- one would be enough·- - who has the desire 
to carry out that program. 

"I think we can find American Indians that have that desire, 
have the cap ability and the leadership to solve the problem, 
and as soon as I find that person -- and I have interviewed 
literally dozens -- then we are going to start." 

Though he did not mention him by name, informed sources 
confirmed Hickel's remarks meant Bennett would be replaced. 

Bennett, himself an Indian, was appointed Commissioner in 
1966 after a career of 28 years in the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

When charges were made recently that students were mistreated 
at Chilocco Indian School in Oklahoma, Harrison Loesch, new 
assistant Secretary Public Land Management, took charge of 
the case personally. 

But Hickel's revelation that Bennett was on the wa y out took 
both Loesch and Under Secretary Russell E. Train by surprise. 

Asked whether career men in such positions would be retained, # / ..c ( 

" I don't think that they have always been staffed by career 
men, because they are obviously in a political position. 

"I will say this. We are looking for the best men available, 
men to do the job. And it doesn't necessarily mean they 
have to be Republican, but if they are Republicans it helps." 

X X X 



A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO INDIAN INTERESTS • SPONSOR OF THE ANNUAL INDIAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

-- - ... - -

ORGANIZED 19Z3 

1263 W. PRATT BLVD. #909 
262-0620 

C H ICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626 

7-. 4,-{L 
Mr. Walter .J. Hiokel~.Secretary 
Oepa:z::tment of: the Interior 
washington,D.c. 

April 15,1999 

We have been greatly distressed tG read that you are replacing 
.Mr. Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs •• 

We share in the opinion of Indians tgroUgho.utbthe country that 
Mr. llenne~t should be retained as ComnJ.:i.ssioner. He has been out­
standing in his work and has accomplished a grea~ deal for Indians. 

It is all the more distressing to know that this is being done in 
the face of the many endorseaents and letters from 1:ri.bal bodies and 
:from Indian organizations,stressing the wish that Mr. Bennett be 
chtinued in o.ffice.Ne bas been outstanding in hi.s wC>rk and bas 
accomplished a great deal :for lndians. 

Xt is all the more dist1;essing to know that this is being done 
in the face o:£ the any endo:rse1J1ents and letters :fx-oxa tri.bal 
bodies and f-.:om Indian Qrga.nizations,s1:ressing the wish that Mr. 
Bennett be con-tinued in ottice.- Certainly thi.s will alienate those 
Indians who are Republicans, to say nothing of other Indians who 
will justifiably .feel that their recommendations have been ignored 
and that they have been given no consideration. 

If this takes place. it will make Mr.- Nimn•s pledge to give con­
sideration to Indian thinking o~ly eapty words with no sincerity 
behind them. 

We wish to strongly protest this action and to ask again that 
Ml:'. Bennett be retained in office. 

Copy s Mr. Nixon 

Sincerely. 

Marie LaFrinierxe 
President 



THE MYRIN I NSTITUTE , INC . 

F OR ADULT EDUCATION 

521 PARK AVENUE , NEW YORK, N . Y. 10021 

TE R M . MORE Y, Chairman 
E . WINK LER ' President 

T ELE PHO NE 

2 12- 7 58-6475 

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

April 15, 1969 

United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington,D.C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 9 sending me a forew ord 
for the forthcoming report on our Indian conference in Denver last 
year. 

Your foreword goes right to the point and we think it will make an 
excellent addition to the manuscript. Incidentally, the manuscript 
is now being looked at by two different publishers. From the inter­
est to date we believe we will have no problem in finding a suitable 
publisher. We will let you know later on when final arrangements are 
made. 

I do hope you continue as Commissioner of Indian Affairs for many 
years to come. I have seen evidence of your good work and your aware­
ness of the problems of the American Indian. 

Thank you for your kind lines about last summer's project. I, too, 
hope that we enjoy joint efforts in the future. 

With warm regards. 
Cordially yours~ 

/L~-~.~4 
./ ~ vester M. Morey I 

UNIVERSITY ADDRESS : WALDORF SCHOOL, ADELPHI UN I VERSIT Y, GARDEN C ITY, L . 1-,N E W Y OR K 11530 
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• Wal.ter Hickel, Seer 1 ry 
.Deparuent ot the Interior 

shington,D.c. 

I b4bocked and disheartened to read that you ate <let rained to 
r plac Robert L. Bennett as issioner of Indian Af't'ai.rs. Thi, i 
really very sad and unfor'tu:nat act.ion, for an °r of rea on. 

For ne, Mr. Ben tt s Hone A super la-tive job. Every Indian oxg n­
J.zation and ladian-Ln'tere 't oroaniution,and o t tribal groups have 
endor ed Mr. Bennett nd req ted t be r appoin~ed •ratber,they 

ve taged it.No1: to do soi t-o coldly di·r gard the xpressed de--
sire of the Indian pa le r . ixon a ~ured in his caapni9n 
speecile oul.d be given v ry consider iioa wi-th r SJ)(tc't to thei-r wi hes.. 

Further• tbia distQga~d will c use ny Indians - lmady very apPre• 
Miv about the Republican adainis'tration-to look tu the Democrats 

to b they lready te l they O\tle much in the y £ lp. en r. 
NixotJ was ele-c ,<the,: w s open teAr .spoken by Indian lead rs as to 
ho they would bie treated t R publican hands. They ill t ke tbi • 
s 'tting aside of their urging - evidet\CEt that they e n expect nothing 
and any that igh't have been br ght into the R publican f ld will 
be lost. 

Sin~ you will. be a.lin itb Indian ,this wil not help to in you 
' friends and infl nee ple. 

Rec~ntly t National 
conference in thi$ ci~y. 
why • Ben et't was not 
it ; obviou that Mr. 
impact . 

ngres 0£ erican Indian e-ld an industri 1 
A gr-et de lox anxiety was expre$ ~d as to 
'ing r, placed. · ong 'those wbo wor1< wi t..h tndia:ns, 

lirey and t Kenn dyc: have• de a stro119 

For long yea~s., Indians hav bad -na"t.ural and understandabl disti:u 't 
of us . In ~ec: nt years, auch ot tbi h s been ro 11 down . It i5 ju t 
as understandabl that tbere will be a return to thi ttitude . 

I am writing to you a one who ha bad intill.ate eont · ct an4 identitie -
tion it.h Indian since r high school dap . Also, as a "'vacci ted 
Republican, hose or other was present, as child. a't birth of 
tho R !J.)Ublic n Party. No one was or jubilant over the 1 ~ion of 
the Republican a inist,:ation than II now, I am afraid that I con-
si&uably disillu~it>tM?d nd conoor d a to how uch will be 1 t to 
this a_,..._$tra'tion with the di is. al 0£ Mr . Bellnclr'Ct. 



Hicke-i .. 2 

Probably this letter will never reach you . I hope that it does, and 
I hope that you will re-consider . 

G:em 

Copy: 

Sincerely, 

(Miss) Marion E. Gridley 
Editor 

Richard M. Nixon 
Senato~ Barry Goldwater 
Cong . Bep Reifel 
Senator George McGovern 
W. Clement Stone 



Estab lisl,;ed By the 
Treaty ·of June 9; 1855 

Ce ntenn ial June 9, 1955 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS 

'lf alzuna Jn~ JV~ 
POST OFFICE BOX 632 

TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON - 98948 

April 16, 1969 

The· Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Enclosed is a copy of our letter and the Statement of President 

Richard M. Nixon released September 27, 1968, that we have sent 

to various people and I ndian Organizations that we feel may be 

of assistance to us in retaining you as Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs. 

Please let us know if there is anything more we may do? 

Enclosures: 

fjb 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert B. ~~rman 
Yakima Tribal Council 

GEN ERAL COUNCIL 

TRIBAL COUNC IL 

::i:::m ...,, 
;;:o 

"-> 



, Jstablished By the , 
,l 

;_•/; ::. ,~:,.7: ... •~~'.•!:· l;:?•·•:\~'l' '.~ .. 
' G.ENERAL C'oUNCIL ' '.L 

-- Trea!y "of June 9;. l 855 ' 
• \ T~IBAL C~UNC~ . ~ ;· -;; 

, Centennial June 9, 1955 " i \+t·--,-•-· ·(,_·+;:I 7 ·: 

\'.I 

r 
"' 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

'I' 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS 

'lfakuna !J~ IV~ 

20025 

POST OFFICE BOX 632 

TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON - 98948 

April i5, 

·,_. '.; ,; Dear Mr~ - President: 
'i 1; l ' ii . /; !if':;:••:• 

The Yakima Ind_ian Na t ,ion respec t fully takes this opportunity to . reconnne 
re-nppoin tmen t" of the Honora l~ l e Ro bert L. Be nnett as the Commissioner ·o 

Indian Affairs. ,,·, , :::_, ;;1_1J';·_·.,'_. 
. /1'.i, 

Ve cite n s reference that Mr. 
t hroughou t the U:-d. ted S t ates 
re s olu t i ons by_: 

R. L. Benn(;!tt ha s 'the wide support' of_ ··In 
Alaska ,. including tut not limited · nr1d 

1. The National Co L"1grcss of American ·Indians . 
The Nortli"west AffiH2. ted Tribes of Northwe1,t In<lians.- .. • . 

. j ' 

The In t er-Tr5. bnl Cou nc il of Wes tern Wa shington Indians. ,:· 
,l· ., 

The Board of Trustees of the Pacific North,,es t InJian Center · of 
_,· __ . _Sp_okane," Hashing ton . 

and· many other promenen t Indians as well. Mr. Bennett hns 
abi_li ty to help Indians with hfs leade rship and bac lqfround . 

. ' 
:;;;,-,·:). -:. •i 

,I~ ' . ~ .• 1 1;' ~'. I 

: As for the Yakima Rescn1 a tion, we hav e, since ' Mr. Bennett, 
ing tl·.'O factories on our reserva tion which is classed as " 
sure : tha t his act i ons have h e lped many other Indians; 

progressed . by es _tablish- · .. , f, 
depressed area. , -,.I a1..1 :- · ~- .,'. J· 

• . . ' '.f.}· \ •. 

' I 
• i 

We refer to the speech of the Na tional Congress of; American· Indians Annual : 'con­
vention, Omaha, Ne0raska, 196 8 , deHverecl by Senator Il:tker of Tennesee, ..;.:hich 
stressed "Special rektionship between · the Federal Government and the Indian 
people, "The specia l re s pons i bilities of the Fede r a l Go-,;ernment to the Indian 
people wi ll be ,a cknow ledged i' and"I will insure that the Indian people are fully 
consu 1 ted before programs under uhich t hey must live are planned." 

Through these statementn made and rel~ased,on . Scptember 27, 1968 .i,,e mak~··: this 
recommendation for t he r e-appoiatnen t of R. L. Bennett as Commissioner .of 
Ind:i.an Affairs and feel your ad.:1inis t:ration will _follow 11 The Federal Indian 
Policy, '1 you have rele2.se d to the t\merican People. 

Respectfully yours, 

B, Jim~ C~a ,, 
Tribal Council ; 

,. ' . ~~ ~;\ >· 
., ,.-[. ,, 

:i ... ;: 
-:t, ' 

t .,. 

i . 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 

POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

Tribal Operations 

APR 1 7 1969 

AIRMAIL 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. c. 20242 

Attention: Tribal Operations 

Sir: 

We are enclosing three copies of Tulalip Resolution No . 277~16 

requesting that Commissioner Bennett be retained in this position. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

icha • 
Assistant Area Director 

{Community Services) 



BCCO 90S.5 

Chairman A. J. A ard 
Standina Rock li.Oux tribal 

Couru:11 
Port Yatea, North Dakota 5 538 

Dear Chairman Ag«rdr 

P C) 1 r 

c ~ ,- ( ~ -

~~~ i : · ~·:··· .. 

. ....... 
I . ·~- . ------

Secretary Hickel r•f•rwed to u• for nply your aoet P'•cioua lettal' 
coiap U.meotina him and Pneident uae and • •nina -., ff....,_ •• 
Couauaioaer of llldian Af uira. 

Your thouahtfulua, in wrltlna la ue,ly appruiaud .... I uk 
th.at you convey l'l1 hurtfelt thanu to the 81:aAdiAg lock li.Gua 
Tribal Council. 

ea.aiuionr 

ame ; 
132 Chron 
Mailroom 
BCCO ~ 

WJM-pv-4/ 17 / 69 // . - _ '\ 
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T1,,1.FPHO E :'\o 854-2561 
Foin Y A TES, :\ on111 DAKOTA 58538 

P SSfSi ANT. 
S.ECtU:.'""f .P.RY, 

F .. L,M, 

Honorable Walter J. Hickel 
Sec retary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Wash ington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . S<>cielc11y: 

February 10 , 1969 

The Sta,,dinq Rock S1.oux Tr ibe of North Dakot a a nd South Da k o t a welcomes 
you and conyratuJate.., yo...i on your high off ice. The Tr i be appreciates 
yo ur intere~t Ln meeting with it s tribal lead ers . 

The Tribe wa-, rnosL pleased with President Nixon's vi ews on the Indi an 
people e ~ ressed in hL.., message t o our national organizati on , the 
NationaJ CL'I qrc-~s-, of American Indians, on t he occasion of the annual 
conver 1. :.or, · n (rnd.hil . ., ~,-, t Sep te•nuP ··• 

President Nixon g ave his reassu r ance on three major policy p rinciples 
wh ich, in th' pa!:,t , has been t he source of much difficulty and strife. 
Pres i dent Nixon told us, fi r".t, th;,.t ~,e need not fear h is Administ r at ion 
wi 11 terminate the f eder,.l .. ('c.;i,r1•1si bi Ii ty without Indian con s ent . 
c:pcnr l, 1h11 1 - Acffi';r -1 1 c, will respe ... t the right o f t he India n 
1:-H'l'f 'to .._.,._,1 •, L, • nhirc! , that under hi s Administration, 
st 3.te juri. ii r t 01, , L <.>t bP imposed on Indian peop le on t he r e ser -
vat ion v:i thnL. t t hi:-'. ccr ,<'n t of the Indian. 

The major 1,•-oh l em of the> Indian p~ople on the reservation is lack 
of jcib,,. i.i cur people have jobs, most other prob l ems can be 
c;oh-ed . Presi ien t Nixon addre.ssed himse lf to this basic problem. 
He a s5ured us 1.hat J1is Administration, through incentive t o industry 
would encourage indusi..ry to come on the reservation and crea te job s 
for Indian peoo1e; tha · 1overnment loan programs would be broade ned 
and administered in a more meaning ful way; tha t j o b tra ining would 
be speeded up; and that health s ervices wo uld be i mproved. President 
Nixon also emphasizP-d that unnecessa ry bureaucratic l evels should be 
eliminated so t hat multiple layer s of authority d o not s eparate the 
Indian from the decision making powers. 



Honorable Walter J. Hickel 
February 10, 1969 
Pag·e two 

We have been pleased with th e way Commissioner of Indian Affairs Bennett 
h as been handling Indian affair~. Commiss ioner Bennett is one of oux 
people . He understands our way s . He knows how we think and feel . we 
are glad to ~ee that he is continuing as Commissioner. 

We p lace our trust in you to cAxry out the high principles and policies 
annoW1ced by Pre,ident Nixon. 

Respectfully you r s , 

STANDING ROCK SIOUX TRI .BAL COUNCIL 

:> v;J-/~~ 
A . \J. AgarM 
Chairman 



-- kon<urabl.a Alt.u' ;s. Mi-:_lQtl 
brwu-y 1r:; , 19~ 

two 

th way Ocaaiss on r u£ · • .tt'ai.r Oli!lmett 
· ~t .fairs. ~fflUiaJ. e1:t is Qlf'le t oar 
sfl'\i%' W& s. kw~ hink. and ~l~ 

, ta contiuuiug. aa C ~. 

tr,c-15 in ,,~ to c.:rrv out 
ldell't r • 

tx,c<t:fully Y~•• 

R00< ·t lX TRtaAL ~00 r.tL 
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COPY of statement presented to the Honorable Walter i• Hickel, Secretary of 
the Interior, Maeting of the United Tribes of North Dakota Davelopment 
Corporation, Federal Building, Bismarck, North Lakota. Presentation 
made by A.Jo Agard, Tribal Chairman of Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and 
Chairman of the United Tribes of North Dakota Development Corporationo 

. . 
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Dccc::,;.be::r lJ., 1968 

the Staneing Rock Sic~x 

~-1~:o~::·tec~ a :::-cs.:)It~tio1.1 t1z.: gi11g ·~}: .3.·~ :_;ou rt.:Zl.::-:;.: v~:~.:. ... :..: 
•-.:~:;r:..~·tt~ z~.~1 f .. , r ;·~·: .. ·!_c ::-J-:·1 Indi:"'~' as Co~\;-~issio11c:: o:: 

C!1 bel":..::.: .. f ·- c:t· ~:~·;..:: i?Coplc ot ZL.e: :;:-•:::-iC:e ai1d tl1e T2:ib2 .. l Cc~:---;.~·~ ..::.:l;. 
I c:-rtc; :.~_c t o ;/\·.:·:..~ o·:..-:.:.: l1c:3 .. ri:ies't CC:i.!grD .. tula*cio11s CJ1d ct1r :Jr0:'-!.1~ z-.s 
tr.:_(~t :-,1 0'..l:c · 2.C.~·,:i:1.Ls·,~::~tic:1. :T.t2.;i be Ct. c0:.:1:)letc st1.cccss. 

Sincere ly you~si / 

/£<.,-_,?-:::.:.--; -. ,a ·:_--,:._~ 
,, I . "t,., 

A • . J l :-':.92z-J. / 
Triba.J. (:11 ~·1.:l..:::L:~1.~6. 

cc .: \S '..: :.~_::,.:: 5"n t endc~~-t .i._~_§J:a!.15'Iir:_~t __g9cls_Ac.r2n <? Y .. -.~­
Se c = ~ tary, Tribal Council 
l'•I&_·:-., ::.n J. Sonosky, Attorney 



OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMICS 

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
PROVO, UTAH 84601 

April 18, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
U.S . Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

On behalf of the Brigham Young University studentbody, I would 
like to tell you what a pleasure it was having you on our campus 
last month . It was a delightful experience for those of us who 
were able to be with you during the day and I have received many 
favorable comments regarding your speech. I hope you enjoyed 
the day as much as we . I know the University will be looking 
forward to the next time you will be visiting us . 

Also, enclosed is a check in the amount of $250.00 and at your 
convenience would you please sign the receipt and mail it to 
the Treasurer's Office, Brigham Young University, D-148 ASB , 
Provo, Utah 84601 

Thank you . 

Sincerely, 

Shari Stephens 

SS/sl 
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PAUL PITTS 

CHIEP' 

CHARLES WHITEHORN 

- AsstSTArT,, CHIEF 

OSAGE TRIBAL COUNCIL 
PAWHUSKA, OKLAHOMA 

~~ 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

E. E. (DUTCH) COOPER 

D. E. (BILL) MARTIN 

EDWARD RED EAGLE 

GEORGE E . REVARD 

JOE REVELETTE 

JOHN SHAW 

GEORGE 8. SMITH 

SYLVESTER J. TINKER 



HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE 

Regular Meetings on the First Friday of Each Month 

P. 0. Box 817 HOOPA, CALIFORNIA 95546 Phone 625-4691 

April 21, 1969 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 
I 
I . 

We greatly appreciate the courtesies you extended : 
to our delegation when we met with you on April 14 and 
April 18, 1969G 

As you know, you have our support and we earnestly 
hope that you will be reappointed as Commissioner of Indian 
AffairsQ 

Yours sincerely , 

o/itMfu p. m~ 
Char.1:es J. Moon 
Chairman 
Hoopa Valley Business Council 

" 0-, 

c...o 



RESOLUTION NO: 894 -~--
DATE APPROVED: 1-1 5- 69 

RESOLUTION OF THE HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE 
HOOPA INDIAN RESERVATION 

HOO PA, CAL I FORiHJI. 

SUBJECT: REQUEST RETENTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT 

WH EREAS : The Hoopa Valley Tribe did on May 13, 1950 adopt a constitution and bylaws 
that was approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on September 4th,l952 
and Article VI I I, Section 1 (a) to adm inister all tribal property by ordinance 
or resolution subject to the approva l of the Commissioner of Ind ian Affairs or 
hJi autho rized representative (g) to negotiate with the Federal, State, and 
local governments on behalf of the tri~e. 

WH EREAS : The Hoopa Valley Business Counc il of the Hoopa Valley Tribe have been able to 
see the notable change in the attitude of the employees of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, and the p6Jicies affecting their reservation, and ; 

WHEREAS: Said change has resulted in the necessary motivation for the tribe to work 
cooperai lvely with the Bureau of Indi an Affairs to a comprehensive program 
that woul d insure the intense development of Human and natural resouices of 
the Hoopa Reservation and ; 

WHEREAS : never before has such a start been made for the substant ial and sustained 
progress of Indi ans in individua l enterprise, In bringing industry to the 
r~servat ion, and in concerted efforts for improveme;t of health , education, 
and employment of the Hoopa In d ians, and; 

\,JHEREAS : The Hoopa Valley Tribe c redits the wise decesion of Secretary of Interior Stewar"t L 
Udall. with the choosing of a man of Indian Ancestry, Robert L Bennett, 
Comn1issloner of lnd i ~n Affairs, and the Tribe credits Mr Bennett as being a 
cont rib ut ing and stimulating factor that was necessary to Involve so m~ny 
d iverse Interests and to awaken the potential capacity of Indi ans for self 
improvement and for self help, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Hoopa Valley Business Council hereby express our gratitude and 
confidence In Rober L Bennett as the Comm issi oner of Indian Affairs and; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Hoopa Valley Business Counc il respectfully requests the 
Secretary of Interi or , retain Robert L Bennett as Commissioner of Indi an Affairs 
as the Hoopa Valley Business Council deems it necessary and in the best 
interest of the tribe . 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I , the undersigned, as Chairman of the Hoopa Valley Bus iness Council hereby 
cert ify that the Hoopa Valley Business Council is composed of seven (7) members 
of which 7 constltuing a quorum were present at a Special meeting thereof; duly 
and regularly ca lled, noticed and convened and held this 15th day of Ja1:n;1ary. , . 
1969 ~nd that this resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way. 

DATED THIS 15TH DAY OF JANUARY 1969 

ATTEST 

NOTE D: 

Dav is: Secretary 
Valley Busienss Counc il 
Valley Tribe 

January 16, 1969 

Vincen t Little 
Area Field Representative 

Hoopa Valley Bus iness Counci l 

Hoopa Valley Tt.}1:GEf ~~;};~D 
l\ JAN 1&1969 

H06PA ARf.A HELD OFFICE 



IN (!~RTO : 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Real Property Management 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

BILLINGS AREA OFFICE 

316 NORTH 26TH ST . 

BILLINGS, MONTANA 59101 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

APR 2 2 1969 

Although this is an entirely personal letter, the views of my 
fellow employees in the Billings Area Office are such that you 
would be safe in the thought that it is from all of us. 

I am saddened to hear that your days with us are running out. 
Your record and your unquestioned honesty and devotion to the 
Indian people have been a constant source of inspiration to your 
people and those of us who sincerely try to serve them. We think 
that history will reflect what we know about you, that you have 
done everything possible for a man in your position to do with 
the funds you were given and that you have been a great commissioner 
in every sense of the term. 

You know, of course, that we will give the new commissioner our 
full cooperation and best effort. Know also that you take with you 
to new endeavors the admiration and respect of those of us privileged 
to work with you. God speed and best wishes to you and your family 
for the future. 

Warm personal regards, 

~~~\~~-
M'yr~ E. Saltmarsh 
Realty Specialist 
Billings Area Office 

r:.:::: 
:..._ ';:.J 



JNDT 
-I DA K OTA 

.C .. UG HEY 
.i.AT IVE ASSISTANT 

ROBERT" V AN BE£K 
ltXECU TIVE SECRE'r ,lt,RY 

W"LTER C. CONAHAN 
Pft.ES S SECRET ARY 

ROBERT E . RUDOY 
L EGISLATI VE ASS IST.\NT 

_}.r . ;" 1~ct1l ~ IJ· • ....:t ~~nea1.~x 
C·:;o i , .. an 

C p·• enr e ·,~vt:r Sic't'X T ii P 

;),,, Frani: and A' < e : 

WASH INGTON, O.C. 20510 

April 2!+ , 1969 

I 

MT . Alioe Agaard 
Tr ibal Chai rman 

-IATIONS CoMMITTD 

l"olllllGN R l:LATIONa CoMMITTlllt 

GOY&:RNMICNT OPUIATIONS COMMITTD 

SE.N ATE I NVE"STIGATIONS tJuacoMMITTD 

A OVleOftY COMMISStoN ON 

INTERGOVl:IIHMDffAI. Rtn.AT IONS 

Standing Rock Si oux Tr 1 ·+ 
'-', ,1 t v.1', -~ , ~·0rth Dake> t a 

I ,:a,.: ,:· tcl.c;nn1 ei Anril 2· ,eaf'i rming your support of the 
retcnt.i.C', ,.,z Bob Benn,,tt a" Cor;unj~s1 ~1er nf lnd ia, A f fairs . I arn deeply 
L,rat e f nl _.' ,J , ,, [.-,. yoi.,r .:o:,t;ni1'-t! ··,pport el f t,1..:• nus it ion f o r Bob. How­
ever , i.__ <1pµe;1r 1, r .nL -,, :) e c 1· 0 tar. ,1s rLv: detcn., i ncd that he \JOuld like 
t .. nave his u· t. indi.;i.du._•i. on t;1c -,, 8', the Co 1rni ssioner . Therefore , we 
l·.a v• been \.,o,~ ing ui t , t 1·,e Vice President in a n effort t o induce him to 
s elec' r• --.,, E.,,cuc · ) ,. ct,.r ">f t 11e l Ji.an-dppor t unity Council. 

A, 01: '. tH111, L., is c..c1inc;'' -:: ,i;,,•F u,1de r •:«e direc t control o f the 
Vi ce Pre,;i <··,, ;1nd 1Jt. r~e' that !tis •L1LU ue a ,11µ, rading of Bob' s talents 
and ,_,1,ild I t..L.!i7e ;,,·r. to a far "n~J, •1· ,.,xt.ent than be would be u sed as 
Co1,n i::.sloner ,.f Indian Affairs . I 11pe 1,e a re s·1cc essful in ou r effort 
tn fet t tt , b c' lne i.n te1,AI f n '.nt Benn~tt, ~:lio, all of us f rom South 
Da•,,.o~.a fee.1 , 1,Bf, do11c ar, exc~: 1 ent ,,l, as Crn ,l.:1 LS" i.one r fo r t he Bureau of 
I nd.i.an: A Ha Jr' • 

ws an<l ~: in..:i st regards, I am 

.rt/.·· d. ~,.c\';\ 

:{ ~: 
,'-': 

' 

t~,· 
17,.c •~$ •i:.·--

' ~o Q~~G~f-1~ c.~ !Lj. _ .. _, \ I \ 
-~-~ ': 11 

APR 2G :o9 '....J'. 
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IN REPLY. REFER TO : 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ANADARKO AREA. OFFICE 

Tribal Operations 

\ P.O. Box 368 

L \ ) 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 

73005 

\ APR 24 1969 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Attention: Division of Tribal Operations 

Sir: 

Enclosed are four copies of Kickapoo of Kansas Tribal Council 
Resolution No. 21, adopted by the tribal council on Janui.ry 19, 
1969. 

The resolution is a recommendation by the Kickapoo Tribe of 

.,. 

,___. 
(.[) 

0 , ) 

Kansas that Commissioner Bennett be re-appointed as the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and is forwarded for your informa­
tion and appropriate distribution. 

Enclosures (4) 



/ 
laCIAPOO OF ltANSAS ftIBAL COUNCIL 

llRSOl.UTtON ... .., ... ___ ._ ____ _ 

ff I... I 

waDF.As. The Kickapoo Tribe of the Jtickapoo eae:rvadon of kana:as ts or ani:sed 
:l.n accordance with the provisions 0f the ladian B.eor ard.za ton Act of June 1 , 
1934 (48 Stat. 984) and, 

WHBEAS, The lickapoo Tribal Council et in spec,ial ses•ion this 19th day of 
January 1961 and, 

WHD.BAS. Th .Kickapoo 'trib 1' in favor of continuing be B. 1.A. Progra s aa 
initiated b.y Commissioner Robei- L. Benn tt and, 

EA.Sa W f el that Commi,sioner - nnett us shown an unusual insight and 
interest in the w~lfare of the ricau Indian and, 

WHEREAS, Many positive aina have b en ma6e tn cooper•tt•e pei-tietpat.ion of 
th Tribes with · he , . I .A. undew Commiaaioner ennett 'a leadership , this 
put ersbip should continue ~t:ocl., 

THEUFOU E IT USOLVED, That the Kickapoo T-ribe h r by ree ends that 
lobert L. ennett a ain be appointed•• th COmlui&i r 0£ Ind~«n Aff•1ts 
and, 

IT rtlll:TREB. RBSOLVBD, that copy of this re.eotut.1on be sent to Pre•i~ot 
Ni2ton, S~cretary of Interior i.ckel, and the i..nsas Congreseional Belt ation. 

c · 'ttr-tcATlO _...,.. ---- ........ - ........... 
The for?,oing resolution · aa duly adop d this 19th day of January by a -vete 
of _____ for and o against y th tribal Cc,uncll in special aeaaton 
at which · · 6, ember• of -the CO\lncil tirer pres.ent .. cons i u iug a quorum. , 

ATTEST: 

.:; 



FROM: -SECRETARY 

TO: l. ~~ 

DATE: 3 /1 7 
7 

FOR: 

2. ~:CA 

3. 

4. 

0 APPROVAL 

0 INFORMATION 

0 PER OUR CONVERSATION 

0 COMMENT 

~ CTION AS APPROPRIATE 

0 DRAFT REPLY FOR SECRETARY'S 
SIGNATURE 

0 REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY 

0 AS REQUESTED 

AND : 0 RETURN 

0 FILE 

0 FORWARD 

0 SEE ME 

REMARKS: 

INT. -DUP . SEC. , WASH . , D. C, M9f_i7l5-67 



BOB DOLE;, 
KANSAS 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE ANO FORESTRY 

PUBLIC WORKS 

SELECT AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

SMALL BUS INESS 

NUTRITION ANO HUMAN NEEDS 

WASHINGTON , D .C. 20510 

Honora!J l 2 1Jalter cJ. l: ic k~ l 
0ffic e of ti1 e Secr2tary 
Jt::partrn211 t of t fie I nt eri or 
das :ii ng ton, D.C. 20240 

lJear i•ir. Secretary: 

C.1 clos ed is a co~)' of a se lf-expla natory Resolution from 

:1r. , al ph E. Si mon , Chairman , of t :1e ;( ic kar oo Tri bal Council 

of :~ansas . 

The Re solu t i on is ~e ing forwarded for your appro pri at e 

atte,1tion. 

BD :gil 
r::nclosure 

~,yours, 

30G JO LE ~ -
U. S. Senate ·~ 



MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

Wilfred P. Schoenberg, 
Chairman, President 

Jerome Peltier, 
First Vice President 

Spokane, Washington 
Lorraine Misiaszek, 

Second Vice President 
Olympia, Washington 
Hazel Beaulieu , 

SecretanJ-Treasurer 
Spokane, Washington 
Howard Ball 
Spokane, Washington 
Rowland Bond 
Spokane , Washington 
Doris Bounds 
Umatilla, Washington 
Neil Byrne 
DeSmet, Idaho 
Francis Conklin 
Spokane, Washington 
Thomas Connolly 
Spokane, Washington 
Robert Dellwo 
Spokane, Washington 
Joseph R. Garry 
Plummer, Idaho 
Oswald George 
Plummer, Idaho 
Vernon Jackson 
Warrn Springs, Oregon 
Robert Jim 
Toppenish, Washington 
R. Riley Johnson 
Yakima, Washington 
John P. Leary 
Spokane, Washington 
Richard Lewis 
Spokane, Washington 
Walter McDonald 
St. Ignatius, Montana 
D'Arcy McNickle 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
B. C. Payette 
Montreal, Canada 
Samuel A. Postell 
Spokane, Washington 
Sister Providencia 
Great Falls, Montana 
Melvin Robertson 
Spokane, W ashington 
Eagle Selatsee 
Toppenish , Washington 
Paschal Sherman 
Washington , D.C . 
Alex Sherwood 
Wellpinit, Washington 
Forrest R. Stone 
Spokane, Washington 
Henry Sugden 
Lapwai, Idaho 

Pacific Northwest Indian Center, Inc. 
LOCATED ON THE GONZAGA UNIVERSITY CAMPUS 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99202 

April 24, 1969 ....... 

ffi _/;> j 
~_::_· 

Mr. Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of my letter to 
the Secretary of the Interior. The Indian 
people in this area are very much alarmed by 
the rumors that you will be relieved of your 
duties. Hence, this resolution was passed to 
express our apprehensions and to request full 
consideration for you. 

You will also find enclosed a copy of a 
resolution recently passed by the Washington 
State Legislature regarding the Pacific 
Northwest Indian Center. 

WPS/ks 

Respectfully yours, 

1)4Jf 
Wilf, ed P. Schoenberg 
Chairman, President 
Pacific Northwest Indian Center 

Save the <:f.irM &merican.;' ~eritage! 



MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

Wilfred P. Schoenberg, 
Chairman, President 

Jerome Peltier, 
First Vice President 

Spokane, Washington 
Lorraine Misiaszek, 

Second Vice President 
Olympia, Washington 
Hazel Beaulieu , 

SecretanJ-Treasurer 
Spokane, Washington 
Howard Ball 
Spokane, Washington 
Rowland Bond 
Spokane, Washington 
Doris Bounds 
Umatilla, Washington 
Neil Byrne 
DeSmet, Idaho 
Francis Conklin 
Spokane, Washington 
Thomas Connolly 
Spokane , Washington 
Robert Dellwo 
Spokane , Washington 
Joseph R. Garry 
Plummer, Idaho 
Oswald George 
Plummer, Idaho 
Vernon Jackson 
Warm Springs, Oregon 
Robert Jim 
Toppenish, Washington 
R. Riley Johnson 
Yakima, Washington 
John P. Leary 
Spokane, Washington 
Richard Lewis 
Spokane, Washington 
Walter McDonald 
St. Ignatius, Montana 
D'Arcy McNick.le 
Regina, Saskatchewan , Canada 
B. C. Payette 
Montreal, Canada 
Samuel A. Postell 
Spokane, Washington 
Sister Providencia 
Great Falls, Montana 
Melvin Robertson 
Spokane, Washington 
Eagle Selatsee 
Toppenish , Washington 
Paschal Sherman 
Washington , D.C. 
Alex Sherwood 
Wellpinit, Washington 
Forrest R. Stone 
Spokane, Washington 
Henry Sugden 
Lapwai, Idaho 

Pacific Northwest Indian Center, Inc. 
LOCATED ON THE GONZAGA UNIVERSITY CAMPUS 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99202 

April 24, 1969 

Honorable Walter J, Hickel 
Secretary of Interior 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Secretary Hickel: 

I respectfully submit the following resolution 
passed in our recent Board of Trustees meeting: 

Motion by Mr. Forrest Stone: "I move that the 
Chairman be authorized to send in a letter of 
recommendation to the President of the United 
States, to the Secretary of the Interior and 
to the Chairman of the Senate Interior Commit-
tee endorsing Mr. Robert Bennett for continuing 
service in the job he now holds," This motion 
was passed unanimously by our Board of Trustees, 

In view of the kind of Indian leadership expressed 
by members of this board as well as the influence 
of non-Indian members, I trust you will give full 
consideration tb this resolution. 

cc: 

Respectfully yours, 

vi11~f-
Wilf~ d P. Schoenberg 
Chairman, President 
Pacific Northwest Indian Center 

President Richard M. Nixon 
Senator Henry M. Jackson 
Mr. Robert Bennett 

WPS/ks 

Save the '.]ir~t c:A.merican~• ~eritage! 



\~ 'fllE LEGISLATLJ/f. ""/ 
of the · -~ 

Resolution No. 69-57 by Representatives Hurley, McCormick, Pardini, 
Richardson, Kuehnle, Kopet, Harris, May 
and Gladder 

WHEREAS, It is impossible to restore the culture of the American 
Indians and consequently effort must be expended to preserve the remnants 
of that culture; and 

WHEREAS, The Pacific Northwest Indian Center is working for the pro­
motion of Indian studies, the preservation of Indian cultures, and the de­
:Velopment of Indian leadership; and 

WHEREAS, The establishment of the Pacific Northwest Indian Center 
will restore the pride of the American Indian, provide a secure repository 
for the remnants of his culture and promote cultural equality for his race; 
and 

WHEREAS, It is recognized that there is no Indian museum devoted ex-
clusively to cultural display and research and with the establishment of 
the Pacific Northwest Indian Center, the center will be recognized national­
ly as a major Indian museum; and 

__ WHEREAS, The Paci f I c Northwest Indian Center wi 11 preserve for a 11 
time the heritage of our first Americans for the knowledge of our children, 
for the visual aids and research for all schools, to provide tourism~ to 
give identity and dignity to all Indians and to present a world-famed insti­
tution in our state; · 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the House of Representatives, 
recognition and praise be given to the •iPacific Northwest lnd{an Center, 

presently under construction ·in -Spokane_, for its efforts to preserve our 
cul tu.res .by estabJ ishing a r~search center and a storehouse for the 
of 11 1 nd i an Count.ry. 11 · '' ., ' 

BE IT, FURTHER RES·OLVEP, ,,Th-,.~, copies 9~ .#Jl,~1_. resolution be transmitted 
to the Governor, the Mayor of the City -of ~p-okarie ~ and each member of the 

Council of the City of Spokane. 

ADOPTED April 3~ 1969. 

I hereby certify this to be 
a true and correct copy of 
Resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives 
Apr i 1 3 , 1969 • 

Malcolm McBeath, Chief Clerk 
House of Representatives 

!' _> 
• 1 : ) • 
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=-- . FROM 
STANLEY SMARTLOWIT, CHAIRMAN, REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF NW TRIBES, LACONNER , WAS H. 

TO 
WALTER J. HICKEL, SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

RE ROBERT BENNETT COMMISSIONER BIA, ALL DELEGATES ATIENDING REGIONAL 

CONFERENCE OF NORTHWEST TRIBES AT .LACONNER WASHINGTON ON SWINOMISH 

RESERVAT ION VOTED TODAY TO EMl'HATICALLY URGE THE ~T~~TlON OF ROBERT L. 

BENNETT AS COMMISSIONER OF BIA. TRIBES ARE MOST APPREHENSIVE ABOUT 

POSSIBLE CHANGES IN INDIAN POLICIES THAT MIGHT RESULT IF NEW COMMISSIONER 

IS APPOINTED. THEIR TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN COMMISSIONER BENNETT IS SO STRONG 

THAT TO REMOVE OR IGNORE THEM WOULD RESULT IN SUCH SHOCK AND DISAPPOINTMENT 

AMONGST I NDIANS THAT THE NEW COMMISSIONER WOULD BE UNDER SEVERE HANDICAP. 

CONFERENCE URGES THAT YOU REPLY TO THIS TELEGRAM GIVING REASSURANCE REGARDING . 

BENNETT BY 3 P.M. APRIL 25 TO ADDRESS AS FOLLOWS: REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

NORTHWEST TRIBES, STANLEY SMARTLOWIT, CliAIRMAN, SWINOMISH TRIBAL COMMUNITY, 

LACONNER, WASHINGTON. 

I 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, a conference ~n Indi.an Affairs was sponsored by the ... _ 
N. c. A. I. and co-sponsored by the Western Washin~ton Inter-T:r;ibs.l 
Council and held on April 24, 25, 19e9 ,·at the Swi,no:mish Cemmuni ty 

' Center, La Cot.Iner, Washington attended by 14 Tribes, .and 
WHEREAS, the Indians assembled, adapted a motion te prepare 

anti submit a written s·tatement urging the retention c,f Rebert L. 
Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 

WHEREAS, in compliance with said retentien, a telegram was 

sent by the Reginal Vice-President of the N. c. A. I., - Stanley 
Smartlowit, to the Secretary c,f the Interior Walter J. Hickel urgint; 

the retentian of Robert Bennett and requesting a reply, 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Northwest Tribes assembled 

in Conference at the Swinemish Reservation Community Center, La Conner, 
Washington on this 25th day of April, 1969, that we de hereby en-
dorse said tele~am of April 24, 1969 to Secretary Hickel regarding 
retention ef Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this conference approve and 
support ReaolutiGn No.~ of the N. c. A. I. adepted in Convention 
held at ·01'&,&ha, Nebraska, September 24 - 27, 1968, which also. sup­
ported Commissi0ner Bennett, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this reselutien be 
furnished to members of Congress, G$vernors ef States, Commissioner 
ef Indian Affairs and other responsible agencies, includin« 
N. C. A. I. Executive Council. 

Done and dated on this 25th day of April 1969 at La Conner, 
Washington by the Regional CQnference ef the Northwest Tribes. 
(Telegram Attached) t,,,,i ~ ,4-/J.A-c ,_,._,r~•~f-/ A-?f-C-£-L-~ C -v;-~ {__ 
~tr'p-o-J 

-~~ 
St~ey Smartlwit, Area Vice President 
N. C. A. I. 

Bru~,e- Wilki ,e, Chairman 
Wes;tern Washin«t,;,n Inter-Tribal Council 

....... t 



R E S O L U T I O N 

NUMBER 98-68 

WHEREAS: It has been brought to the attention of the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council 

that under the administration of President Richard M. Nixon, Robert L . Bennett 

will be replaced as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 
I 

WHEREAS : Mr. Bennett has proved, during his term as Commissioner of ~ ndian Affairs, to 

have dealt fairly with all Tribes of American Indians, and 

WHEREAS: Since Mr . Bennett was appointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs, much attention 

has been brought to the plight of the American Indian and many programs have 

been initiated to better the social, economic, educational, and health problems 

of the American Indian, now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, acting for the 

Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana, does hereby 

fully endorse Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as- said 

Tribe feels that Mr. Bennett has proven himself one of the most able Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs ever to have held this office , and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council does hereby 

Secretary 

request its Montana Congressional Delegation and other responsible persons 

or offices to aid in the retention of Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs. 

THE BLACKFEET TRIBE OF THE BLACKFEET 
INDIAN RESERVATION 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Blackfeet Tribal Business 
Council in duly called, noticed and convened special session assembled the 25th day of 
March, 1969, with eight (8) members present to constitute a quorum. 

s~ £/4? /2 
Blackfeet Tribal Business Council 
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/ Senator Howard Baker, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

At the Omaha convention of the NCAI last September you read President 

Nixon's pledges to the American Indians. He pledged that his administration 

would not go contrary to the wishes of the American Indians. We ask that 

Robert Bennett, Commissioner of Indian Affairs be retained in of-3/ice. He 

is surpassingly qualified for his job. We plead that he be retained. 

Francis Wakefield, Chairman, United Tribes of Michigan, Alto, Michigan. 

President of the United States, The White House, Washington, D. C. 

We are deeply concerned with the rumor that Robert Bennett, Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs may be replaced. We ask -for his retention ino ffice. 

We call on your integrity to honor your pledge that American Indians' 

wishes would be honored by your administration. 

Robert Dominic, President, Northern Michigan Ottawa Association, Petoskey, Mich. 

Hon. Gerald Ford, House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

My administration will be responsive to the American Indians' , patient 

pleas said Richard Nixon ll\a prepared statement delivered by Senator 

Howard Baker at Omaha last September at the convention of the National 

Council of American Indians. Our patient plea is that}V Robert Bennett, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 1be retained in office. He is eminently 

qualifi_ed_and_ ®f3 b~lL OJ.lt_s_t~ding in his jog_. _ 

Francis ;lwakefield, Chairman, United Tribes of Michigan, Alto, Michigan. 

(Night letters, Sunday, April 27, 19$9) sent by Francis Wakefield 
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