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April 2, 1969

The Honorsble Richard M, Nixen
President of the United States

The White House
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr, Presidents
The Commission on Indian Affairs of the State of Michigan respectfully
concerns its self with Indian Affairs on a national level,

By formal action the enclosed resolution was unanimously adepted and
is herewith submitted for your consideration,

Respectfully submitted,

Mark A. Perrault, Chairman
Inter«Tribal Council of Michigan)

L1

Herman E, Cameron, Resident Agent

bys
Inter<Tribal Council of Michigan
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A RESCLUTION \

; Aer 8.2 's0 PH °33

WHEREAS:  The Inter-Traibal Counell of M. Lehigan e duly - emam:gd
and Lmawmad Council, and,

WHEREAS:  Said Council 4s composed of the foun bona {ide Tndian Reservations
of the State of Michigan, and,

WHEREAS:  1£ is the funetion of the Inter-Taibal Councl? to addness Lis
self Lo the resolution of the social and economie Lssues that
condront Lts consfifuents, and,

WHEREAS:  The Buteaw of Tndian Affains through and by the duly appointed
Commissioner of Indlan Adfains, cecupics a position of prominence
in the Affains of Tndians, and,

WHEREAS: The present occupant of sald office, Ma. Robert L. Benneff,
has eanned the esteem and confidence of the Ameniean Tndéans of
the State of Michigan,

NOw THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Infen-Tribal Council of Michigan,
representing the Keeweenaw Bay Indian Community, the Hannahville Indian
Community, Lhe Saginme-Chippewn Tribe, and Lhe Bay Mills Tndian Communily,

shall respectfutly recommend the reappeintment of the Hononable Robent L. Bemnett
2o the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Be it furthen nesolved that copdes of this Resolution be provided for the
Hononable Walten J. Hickel, Secretary of the Internior, the Homonable Robent L.
Beanelis vommissdioner 0f Indian Affairs, the Momonable Robert P. Gniffin,
United States Sewate, the Homorable Philip A. Hart, United States Senate, The
Homonahle Philip ©. Ruppe, Hembern of Congrzss, #he Mamewable TRlond Codenbena,
Hember of Congress, and Lhe Hononable Neavin L. Esch, iembern of Congxess.

Benedlet Qiigno, Seenetany s
Tnter-Tribal Council 0§ Michigan, Inc.
State of mugau

h o vy s v -t e b

Mank K. Verrault, Chaliman
zm~mm Camsw of Michigan, Ine.
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The Honorable Aichard M, Nixon
President of the United States

The White House
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Dear Mr, President:
The Commission on Indian Affairs of the State of Michigan respectfully

concerna its self with Indian Affairs on a national level,
By formal action the enclosed resolution was unanimously adopted and

is herewith submitted for your consideration,
Respectfully submitted,

Herman E, Cameron, Director
Commission on Indian Affairs
State of Michigan
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WHEREAS:

45 a duly authornized Commissdion by virntue 06 duly enacted
Legislation, and,

WHEREAS:  The Commission on Indian Affains of the State of Michigan
48 sensitive to the needs of its constituency, and,

WHEREAS:  The Bureau of Indian Affains of the Department of the Interion
manifests its concern fon the socio-economic well-being o4
Indians through and by a duly appointed Commissioner of
Indian Affains,

WHEREAS:  The present Commissionern of Indian Affairs is Mn. Robert L. Bemnett,

and,

WHEREAS: It is the solemn conclusion of said Commission on Indian Affairs
that Mrn, Robert L. Bennett has prominently displayed his deep and
compassionate concern for the social well-being of the American
Indian and that he has faithfully and efficiently discharged the
duties of the Commissioner of Indian Affains.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission on Indian Affains of the
State of Michigan nespect{ully necommends the ne-appointment of Mr. Bennett

to the office of Commissioner of Tndian Affains.

Be it furnther nesolved that copies of this Resolution be provided for the
Hononable Walter J. Hickel, Seeretary of the Inteniorn, the Honorable Robert L.
Bennelt, Commissioner 6§ Indian Affains, the Honornable Robert P. Griffdin,
United States Senate, the Hononable Philiy A. Hant, United Siaies Senate, the
Hononable Philip E Ruppe, Member o4 Congness, the Hononable EL{iond Cederbeng,
Member of Congress, and the Honorable Marnvin L. Esch, Member of Congress.

Helen Honnbeck Tanner, Secr
Commissdion on Indian Affains

State of Michigan

W iam A. LeBlanc, Chainman
Commission on Indian Affains
State of Mienigan



Department of Education Archdiocese of Baltimore

Catholic Center « 320 Cathedral Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21201

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

April 3, 1969

Mr., Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

U. S. Department of the Interior ==
Washington, D,C, 20242 =2
Dear Sir:

The Department of Education is deeply grateful to you for your well~ &3
prepared presentation on '"The Indian of the Past and Present' for the teachers -
of Grade Five. .

H L

Enclosed is a small token of appreciation for your service to our

teachers.

Again, I would like to express my personal thanks to you. Sharing
your wealth of experience with teachers is a source of blessing for both the
giver and the receiver.

Wishing you all the joys of the coming Easter season, I am

Sincerely yours,

7

S Y/ IS .
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»

Sister M., Ambrosia, S.S.N,D,
Director of Elementary Curriculum

SMA :jg
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LAW OFFICES

DELLWO, RUDOLF 8 GRANT ,(/

ROGDERT D. DELLWG 7/ 1016 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

KERMIT M. RUDOLF N / SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 09201

WILLIAM J. GRANT (, MADISON 4-429]
RICHARD J. SCHROEDER

April 4, 1969
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lionorable Walter J. Hickel PRS-y
The Secretary i = Ty
U. S. Department of the Interior ! e EZTq
Washington, D. C. 20242 ¢ ey R
fob =
Attention: Thomas P, Holley : == ;fﬁ\

Assistant to the Secretary A

T o »

Dear Mr., Secretary:

Re: Commissioner Robert L. Bennett

Report of Alvin M, Josephy, Jr.
: ——

I am attorney for the Kalispel, Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Indian Tribes
in this area. The purpose of this letter is to comment in their behalf
on the lengthy report dated February 11, 1969 by Alvin M, Josephy, Jr.
entitled "The American Indian and the Bureau of Indian Affairs - 1969."
These tribes are apprehensive that their views about the report will not
be known by you. They assume that you and your office will study the
Josephy Report, and they believe that it may influence your decisions
not only about future Indian policy and administration but whether or
not you will reappoint Robert L. Bennett Indian Commissioner,

BACKGROUND

Much of my law practice has been in the representation of Indian tribes
and groups and of Indians personally. My orientation toward Indians
and their tribes began in my boyhood during my life on the Flathead
Reservation, My father, Dennis A, Dellwo, was a principal organizer of
the Flathead Indian Irrigation District and served as its secretary from
its inception until his death in 1963. I have represented Indian
groups in the Northwest for approximately twenty vears of law practice.
I mention the above only as a credential from which you can judge
whether I speak knowledgably about the background and history of Indian
affairs, their present condition and status and the wishes and desires
of the Indians of the Northwest in the current situation.

Mr. Josephy is most perceptive in his analysis of what was wrong with
Federal Indian policies in the past and the growing fears of Indians
that almost any real changes in administrative policies were somehow

connected with termination.

I often heard my father expound on the pendulum swings of Indian policy
from 1916 until his death in 1963, and particularly from 1930 to 1950.
In those years the tribes were bereft of independent legal counsel.
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Their confusion about Federal Indian policy and its administration was
absolute and complete. So hopeless was their communication with
Washington, D. C., the distant, detached, unfeeling governmental entity,
that they didn't even try to undcrqtand This acceptance of complete
ignorance of Indian policy and administration and helplessness concerning
it is at the root of the tribal and individual Indian anomie we find

even today.

Thus, without discussing it at length, we can see why Indians are
upnrehen51ve about any sudden changes in Indian policy and why they

are so suspicious of change. Unfortunately for our Federal administra-
tion, knowledge here does not mean release from fear. Rather, the more
the Indian people and their lawyers and spokesmen have found out how
their affairs were handled until 1950 the more shocked they have become.
It is truly an unfolding tale of near treachery toward and betrayal

of the Indians and of unbelievable administrative capriciousness and
negligence. The more our Indian people hear of the facts of that
period the less confidence they have in their Federal guardians.

PERIOD 1950 to 1960

Why do I pick 1950 as a date of demarcation? Because it was not until
then that most tribes achieved truly viable tribal governments complete
with independent legal counsel. Not until then did the channels of
communication open up. While there are exceptions, it was not until
after 1950 that tribes could meaningfully go to their agencies and the
Indian Bureau in Washington, D. C. and directly influence Indian legis-
lation, policy and administration. There was a kind of ''graduation' or
"commencement" about that time when, after generations of complete
frustration, they found themselves with tribal organizations, some
tribal money and tribal attorneys with which to attempt to take some
initiative of their own.

What did the Indian tribes find with this awakening? They found a
government poised to terminate them. The Spokane Tribe which I represent
made its first triop to Washington and found that after their recent
awakening from a hundred years of isolation they were on a list of tribes
"ready for termination.'" The Flathead Tribe found termination hovering
like a vulture and within a very short time found themselves with their
backs to the wall fighting their own termination. The tribal delegations
discovered the unfolding Federal Indian policy that culminated in 1953
with House Concurrent Resolution 108 which announced that Federal Indian
policy was to terminate tribes. They saw two tribes fall to the onslaught
(Menominee and Klamath). Their awakening to Federal Indian nolicy was

an awakening to a chamber of horrors, aimed at the destruction of their
tribes.

The year 1952 brought the Eisenhower administration and a new Commissioner.
The Indians still talk of that Commissioner as the man who never came

to their reservations and never did see first hand anything truly Indian.
He was a detached fellow, an unknown quantity, a threat of indifference,
lack of understanding and arbitrary decision. The Kalispel Tribe I
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represent never saw or heard from him. The Coeur d'Alene Tribe found
a friend who was Under Secretary of the Interior to supersede his
regressive directives., The Spokane Tribe journeyed to Yakima to see
him as he was '"passing through." They were ushered in one door and
out the other, barely having time to find out which man was the
Commissioner. They heard an unknown official voice in the background
intone, "Mr. Commissioner, this is the tribal delegation from the
Spokane Tribe. They want you to know that they are interested in a
tribal liquidation-termination program." The Commissioner congratulated
them for thelr'brogre551ve, forward looking views'" and turned to the
next delegation,

The years from 1950 to 1960 might be described from our local viewpoint
as the period of time when the tribes were getting organized and were
finding out the facts of Federal Indian policy. They found nothing to
encourage them. In fact they had awakened only in time to join in a
fight for survival--a fight against withdrawal of Federal services and
tribal termination.

What else did they find? They found their reservations checkerboarded
beyond belief by the former accelerated alienation of Indian lands by
the sequence of Federal Indian allotment, the granting of fee titles and
approved sales out of trust. They also found an almost instinctive
policy by the Indian Bureau and Department of the Interior of delaying
and rejecting every meaningful Indian program suggested by any tribe,
whether it was a tribal court, a land purchase program, a tribal invest-
ment or anything else. There was an "administrative loyalty'within the
Bureau of confirming and approving Bureau decisions up and down the

line even when strongly opposed by the Indians. They would not "move

an official" under pressure from Indian groups.

Attorneys found the approval of their contracts endlessly delayed and
sidetracked. Many will recount that they were working on their second or
even third 3 - year contracts before even their first contract had

won Bureau approval. Lawyers viewed the shambles of past Indian policy
and found with their tribes that they could look only to the future and
the hope of changing it.

The "breaking out" of the Indian tribal organizations in about 1950
coincided with the advent of the claims cases. The positive aspects

of claims possibilities and the uniting effects of the threats against
tribes and reservations all over the United States led to a new cohesive-
ness among tribes. The National Congress of American Indians was
organized and Joseph Garry, Chairman of the Coeur d'Alene Tribe, was

its president for eight vears. Regional subsidiary organizations such

as the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians became influential.

Indians found a common denominator in the threats against their existence.

They had to stand together. Public Law 280 threatened their legal
jurisdiction. .There was a mass assault on their hunting and fishing
rights. Suddenly, after decades of officially pronounced exemption,
the Bureau of Internal Revenue sought to tax the income from Indian
lands. The Coeur d'Alene Indians with their valuable wheat lands,

went to their grain warehouses for their wheat checks only to find that
their grain had been distrained by the Bureau of Internal Revenue,



Honorable Walter J. Hickel -4~ _ April 4, 1969

Individual Indians found themselves in poverty, unable to understand
where their money had gone. Tribes banded together against the threat.

Through the 1950's the Tribes checkmated the termination bound executive
branch of government with a growing political power and "friends on

the hill." Tribal lawyers stuck their toes into this field of legal
representation and became advocates, lobbyists, spokesmen and finally
almost "Indian" in their espousal of Indian causes. They were '"hooked"
by the dignity, the humanity and the needs of their Indian clients,.

PERIOD 1960 TO PRESENT

Then 1960 came. It is now a milestone in Indian Affairs. Mr. Josephy
is quite accurate in his portrayal of the change, but like so many
writers fails to see its impact at the reservation level, Bear in

mind that until 1960 most stay-at-home tribal members never saw an
important Bureau of Indian Affairs official.

The Philleo Nash Era

Philleo Nash came to the National Congress of American Indians Convention
in Lewiston, Idaho soon after his appointment in 1961 and danced and

sang with the Indians, The Indians viewed him as a man who could not
possibly have a broad background in Indian Affairs but whose heart

was in the right place. Yet they knew he knew more than his predecessors
had. He was the "visiting Commissioner.'" He visited reservations,

most of them. He was the conferring Commissioner; he conferred with
tribal groups and tried to find out what they wanted. He was the
sacrificial Commissioner. It appeared that his helping such tribes as
the Kalispel to hold the line against a termination 'deal'" as a condition
to get their claims money was largely responsible for his being replaced
as Commissioner,

The Robert Bennett Era

Look at it from the Reservation Indian's point of view. Here was the
first Commissioner they had ever seen who appeared to be "for them" and
he (Philleo Nash) was fired and replaced by Robert Bennett in 1965. By
this time the Indian groups knew of the ascendancy of the Termination
philosophy in Congress. Public Law 280 had not been amended to provide
for consent. An inheritance bill had been introduced that was really

a termination bill., The Colville Termination Act was a black cloud on
the horizon, and apparently because of pressure from the Senate Interior
Committee a beloved Commissioner was replaced.

What a spot for his replacement! One need only go back and read the
resolutions of various tribal organizations that immediately followed.
Bob Bennett was not readily accepted. 'Wait and see' was an understate-
ment.

Then came the so-called Omnibus proposal with the leak of an already
drafted instrument that failed to reflect the ideas of tribal groups
expressed in the various regional meetings Mr. Bennett had held. Mr.



Honorable Walter J. Hickel -5 April 4, 1969

Josephy correctly outlines this sequence., But Mr. Bennett so deported
himself on this issue, redeeming himself by finding out the views of
Indians and paying attention to them, that he came out "on the side

of the Indians' instead of trying to put something over on them,

The writer does not want to repeat the material outlined by Mr. Josephy
but only to highlight some reactions of local Indian organizations
with regard to the administration of Robert Bennett,

With such a foreboding beginning, isn't it a miracle that today Com-
missioner Bennett has more united support from Indian groups than any
previous Commissioner, including Philleo Nash? The writer, viewing it
from the perspective of tribes in the field, offers the following in
explanation:

1. Beginning in 1960 and accelerating through the Bennett tenure was
a marked improvement in tribal relations with Superintendencies and
Area Offices in the field and with the Commissioner's office in
Washington, D, C. There has been a philosophy of helpfulness. More
and more the Bureau has been a "technical resource' with the tribal
organizations being more active in the final decisions. Where
formerly it seemed as if there was a'turn-down neurosis'" on the part
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, there has been an "approve the
tribal programs and proposals if we can" policy. Yet this new
liberality in approach and communication has been tempered with a
readiness of the Bureau to reject or propose modifications to pro-
posals where needed. The tribes have had the benefit of a friendly
supervision by a trustee.

2., A better teamwork has emerged. There has been a loyalty and friend-
liness of the Superintendencies and Area Offices to tribal governing
bodies and free exchanges of ideas. A true camaraderie has developed.
Tribal bodies have become more conversant with Bureau procedures
and their needs. At the same time Bureau officials, particularly
at the local level, have observed the growing competence and effective-
ness of the tribal groups.

3. The Commissioner has emerged into a position of "friendly appeal."
Each tribe has had numerous occasions to meet with Mr., Bennett.
They consider him their personal friend. He knows them by name.
In some instances their friendship extends back into remote origins.
Joseph Garry of the Coeur d'Alene Tribe and Walt McDonald of the
Flathead went to Haskell with him. Within each tribal governing
body are men who knew him before. Each tribe has had favorable
experiences with him personally in which he has tailored Bureau
procedures ‘and programs to their 'special ‘needs. Many instances of
this can be cited. The whole attitude of the tribal groups toward
the Bureau has evolved into a highly improved position. At the
same time tribal governing bodies have matured and developed into
effective local governmental entities..

4, The tribal "fears of change'"have been allayed. Commissioner Bennett.
and hence his subordinates at Washington and in the field have been
so open and accessible in the formation of changes in policy and
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and programs that the '"shock factor" has disappeared. Indians have
been included in the deliberations and often began them. We have
therefore reached a position today where the Indian Bureau, as
presently organized under Commissioner Bennett, can lead the Indian
Tribes through a series of constructive changes with very little

of the old psychology of fear and apprehension on the part of the
Indian groups.

5. The TRUST that has developed in the Indians over the last several
years 1is no better demonstrated than here in the Spokane area. The
Colvilles, with their Colville Termination Act, urgently support
the reappointment and retention of Comm1551oner Bennett. More sur-
prising, both the terminationist "majority" and the fighting anti-
terminationist "minority" are equally strong in their support of
Bennett. Additionally, the three tribes the writer represents, and
in fact, every tribe in the Northwest, supports his retention.

This seemlnc contradiction can be explalned More important, the
fact of his support from such divergent groups is most significant
and is a jewel that no previous Commissioner ever had.

In summary, the tribal groups have matured and developed into responsible,
capable governing bodies. They have become better and better informed
about their position in the framework of government. They have learned
of their potential in both human and material values. THEY KNOW HOW TO
OPERATE constructively. They see the need of great change in government
policies and procedures,but they want those policies to evolve out of

the present organization with the present Commissioner,

CONCLUSIONS

The writer sincerely and respectfully offers the following conclusions
and recommendations:

1. Mr., Josephy is correct about the '"termination psychosis'of Indian
tribes and the fact that in the past they have hesitated to support
change because of their fears that it might include steps to termina-
tion. He appears to overlook that this termination apprehension
syndrome has largely disappeared in so far as it relates to the Indian
Bureau itself. It continues to exist in the Indian view of general
governmental and congressional policy. The two sources of fear
and confidence are entirely -distinct.

2, Above all, precipitous changes should be avoided. There is a

present atmosphere of CONFIDENCE by the Indian tribal groups

in the present Indian Bureau and particularly in the present Commis-
sioner. They will accept evolving, constructive change under his
leadership. Spec1f1ca11y, they w111 accept growing tribal responsi-
bility and autonomy and increasing delegation of powers to the field.
It is conceivable that they would accept sweeping changes in the
Bureau of Indian Affairs itself as long as Robert Bennett is kept

as Commissioner, :

3. All the Indian groups of the Northwest, and particularly the Spokane,
Coeur d'Alene and Kalispel Tribes, will react with great shock and.
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apprehension to the appointment of a different Commissioner merely
by reason of the change in Presidents. They view Robert Bennett as
an Indian leader, a true Indian versed in Indian Affairs, a non-
political leader whose primary dedication is to the reservations

and the Indians, actually a Republican, fully eligible for continued
tenure. They emphatically ask, "WHY LOOK FURTHER FOR A COMMISSIONER?"
Their support of Robert Bennett is total. The replacement of a

man so fully qualified for the job and so widely supported by the
Indian people will be received by the Indian people with extreme
shock and suspicion. There is no conceivable appointment of any
man on the horizon that they will accept in lieu of Robert Bennett.

4, Any combination of sweeping administrative decisions without Bennett
are, if they require tribal support, doomed to failure. A new
Commissioner might have a chance within the present framework. If
his appointment, however, is accompanied by transfers of the Indian
Bureau to the Executive Office of the President or to Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare or by broad changes of any kind, the "double shock"
to the Indian people will take years to overcome, even with good
programs,

5. The tribal governments already know of administrative changes
Robert Bennett has in mind and, under his leadership with present
Bureau officials who are on exceptlonally friendly terms with the
Indians, those changes will be accepted. They won't be accepted if
offered by another Commissioner.

6. In summary, these changes offered by Commissioner Bennett and actually
sought by the tribes the writer represents are as follows: Retain
the present Bureau organization format but delegate more powers

to the field., Strengthen, rather than weaken, the superintendencies,
consolidate a few of them into nearby cities and allow them to
make final decisions in most matters. Likewise, delegate more
decision making powers to the Area Offices. Retain and strengthen
the Area Offices as being reservoirs of "resource people,'" techni-
cians, engineers, foresters, welfare people who can supplement the
%uocrlruendenc1es which 1in the modern day find it difficult to
hold such experts especially if they must live in out of the way
places. Allow greater autonomy in and cast greater responsibility
onto the tribes themselves.

7. Allow the "prudent man rule" to function in the Indian Bureau and
in the tribes themselves. For example, if a tribe through its attor-
neys and accountants and qualified financial advisers proposes an
investment and it appears that adequate prudence has been exercised,
approve the investment without nit-picking it up through administra-
tive channels. (Note: This suggestion appears to be the increasing
policy of the Bureau right now.)

The writer sincerely believes that the views expressed above are the
general views of all tribal groups in the Northwest. He therefore hopes




Honorable Walter J. Hickel -8~ April 4, 1969

that they will be read not as the views just of one man or of three
tribes but as those of the vast majority of Indians and their tribes.
We hope that the Secretary will read and consider them before going
forward with any changes in the Indian Bureau.

Respectfully submitted,
DELLWO, RUDOLF & GRANT

(204 Pl

By: Robert D. Dellwo

RDD: fb /

cc: Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Senator Henry M. Jackson
Congressman Thomas Foley
Area Office of Indian Affairs, Portland
Superintendent, Colville Indian Agency, Coulee Dam
Superintendent, Northern Idaho Agency, Lapwai
Tribal Council Members of Kalispel, Spokane and

Coeur d'Alene Tribes
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News Release From:
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Zeta Psi Bducational Ioundation s Conference

Columbia University Club
4 West 43rd Street  Suite 4Ok
New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 736-0992
For details contact: Patricia Newport
Public Relations Director
/l;7 Zeta Psi Educational Foundation
]

A STATEMENT ON CURRENT AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS

v
. : by

1 have prepared this statement today as a means of communicating to
the new Administration and others some of my concerns about the field of

American Indian Affairs.

As a person of Indian descent (Mohawk-Sioux) and a long time Repub-
lican Party worker, I feel a real obligation to bring to the attention of

this administration some of the pressing areas which Indians feel need

clarification.

- Indian people generally were encouraged by President Nixon's campaign

pledges of September 27, 1968.

7 He underscored in the statemenf, his intentions for a positive and
constructive policy aimed at alleviating the adverse social and economic
conditions manifested by the first Americéns. Inherent in this philosophy
is a recognition that many Indian tribes enjoy & unique relationship with
the Federal Government which\Carries with it responsibilities for special

programs and services.

President Nixon wisely indicated that "Termination of tribal recog-
nition will not be a policy objective and in ho case will it be imposed
without Indian ccnsent." He further pledged that the overriding theme of
his Administration work with Indians would be to seek meaningful Indian

self-determination and participatécfﬁ planning their own future.



Statement by Louis R, Bruce-2
Indian people feel that the new Administration has had @ re:sonstic
pericd of time to settle in and it is now appropriate that their concerrc

be given priority attention.

In recent days, the Congress has granted the President a two-year
extension of the Ixecutive Reorganization Act. There is increasing
interest in American Indians by the various Congressional committees, @

liberal groups and the media.

If President Nixon intends to look at reorganization within

(o8

Executive branch including the Interior Department, I would hopr he wo.!
call a high level meeting of Indian leaders to discuss tie type of o, 0l
ments they would like to see on a Hoover Commission and to serve i oo

advicory group for developing Indian policy.

I have followed with interest the appointments of minority memre::
upper and middle level positions in the various departments in the new
Administration. These key posts have been in the Small Business ~dmini-

stration, the Civil Service Commission, Departments of Health, hducu

and Welfare and Labor as well as on the White House stuff.
Strikingly absent from these appointments are American Indierc,

Yet there are several critical unfilled appointments of direct corcer:s
to American Indian people and their well teing. All embroce hig: level
policy and decision making responsibilities. They are as follows:

(1) The Commissioner of Indian Affairs
(2) The Director of tke National Council on Indian Cpporturit:y

(#) A vacency on the Indian Claims Commission

In all of these areas there are qualified Indian people who know -rii

T s,

have worked with their peorle and understand the unique legel =nd culliurzl
relationships involved in Indian affairs. I Believe that all Indiarc,

irrespective of party, should be considered for these and other appcintrents

where their knowledge and experience gualifies them.



Statement by Louis k. cruce-3

There are a great many American Indians like myself wrc are ardent
members and who are long time supporters of Presicent Nixon. Je stund

ready to guide and counsel this Administration as it moves forward in a

positive manner in the field of American Indian Affairs,

-——end---

Information on Author:

Mr. Louis R. Bruce
Of New York City and Richfield Springs, New York
Presently Chairmen of the Board, Zeta Psi Educational loundation



Zeta Psi Fraternity

OF NORTH AMERICA, INC.

2%
%OUR WEST 43rd STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 TELEPHONE (2]2)_ 736-0992

January 9, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue N.Weo
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Just a brief note to let you know how much I appreciated your

taking time from your busy schedule to join us for dinner at the
Cosmos Club. This kind of a session for us was overdue and I
certainly enjoyed being brought up-to-date on Indian Affairs. You
can rest assured that I will do all I can to bring support for your
appointment. I think you have done a very fine, excellent job as a
commissioner and, of course, all of us are very proud of the fact
that for the first time in 90 years or so that we have had a real
"redskin" to represent us. Since I saw you I made some contacts here
in New York and in Detroit on your behalf.

Keep in touch and I hope you can arrange to have a real nice day for
January 20th for the Inaugural Parade. I'd hate to have you get your
Indian bonnet and tepee soaked on the float.

Good luck to you and.- let me know if there is anything more I can do
to help. All good wishes.

Sincerely,
LRB:1 Louis Re Bruce
cc: Forrest Gerard Executive Secretary

P.S. Incidentally, our host at the Cosmos Club, Dr. William Duryee,
Research Director, Warwick Clinic, 2300 "K' Street, Washington, D.C.
was very pleased to have a chance to meet and talk with you.
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s e Congress of the Tnired States
S . BHouse of Representatives
Washington, D.E. 20515
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April 10, 1969

Mr. Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Council
Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625

Dear Frank:

Just a quickie to let you know the boss has received
your April 7th letter, but the enclosure you mentioned

was not attached.

When Mr. Berry returns, will advise him of your en-
dorsement of Bob Bennett for Commissioner of Indian
Affairs under the Nixon administration.

Always good to hear from you, and with kindest regards,
I am

Sincerely yours,
Mavis Daly, Adm.Asst.
E. Y. BERRY
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v ; ALLEN J. FLLENDER, LA, CHAIRMAN
BREABARD L. HOLLAND, LA, GEORRE D, AIKEN, VY,
_AAMER &, EASTLAND, Mg,
“ HERMAN K. TALMADGK, GA: JACK MILLER, 10WA
B, EVERETT JORDAN, N.C. 4
GEORGE MC GOVERN, 5. DAI, MARLOW W. COOK, KY.
JAMES B, ALLEN, ALA.

MILTON B, VOUNT, N DAK.
CARL T, CURTIS, NEBR.
ROPERY J. DOLE, KANS,

ANV AR BT ER, CRIRE Gl

Rluifed Hisfes Sorate

LICMEN Y s N

AGRICUL TR ANL FORESTIRY
WALHINGTON, DG, 20810

Dear Frank:

Thank you for your letter regarding the reappointment

of Commissioner Bennett.

April 10, 1969

Frank, I agree completely with you on the competence and

gualifications he hag shown

Affairs. “You can be assured that he will have my full

A5 QOMNLSHELONG)

support to continue on ag Commissioner.

with everv good wish
- pet ?

Frank Ducheneaux
Chairman

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
Eagle Butte, South Dakota
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December 27, 1968

Fr. Richard M. Nixon
Hotel Pierre
New York, Hew York 10000

Dear ¥Mr. Hixon:

Attached hereto is a copy of Resolution No. 92«68«CR
which was passed by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Couneil

on December Lth, 1968, regular session, which is self-ex~
planatory and submitted for your consideration.

In behalf of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, I would
like to thank you in advance for your favorable considera-~
tion to our request.

Sincerely yours,
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE

%%Wﬁa{éé@% retary Z
cct Robert L. Bennet p///////

Senator Karl E. Mundt
Melvin R. Laird, Congressman
Ben Reifel, Congressman
NCAI - Washington, D.C.




) SIOUX TRIBES,~~OF SOUTH DAKOTA

BO¥ 157 EAGLE BUTTE, SOUTH DAKOTA
TELEPHONE = 96L=L155 or 96lL=L}72
EUNICE LARRABEE, Secretary

Cheyenne River Sioux
Lantry, South Dakota

FRANK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman
Cheyenne River Siow
Fagle Buttey South Dakota

ALJOE AGARD, Treasurer f

CATO W, VALANDRA, Vice~Chairman
Standine Rock Sioux

Rosebud Sioux

Rosebud, South Dakota Fort Yates, North Dakota g
Mr. Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the Interior :
United States Department of the Interior 3
Washington, D. C. 20240 z

R

Dear Secretary Hickel:

I am quite pleased that you will give careful consideration to retaining
Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of ohe Bureau of Indian Affairs as stated in-

your letter of March 18, 1969,

I have reported your lo*‘er of March 18, 1969 to the Tribal Council and the
ve one Bureau official who has kept his word,

corments were that at least we ha
tatement concerning Indians in which you stated:

referring to your first public s

S0 often it seems, discussion of the Interior or Department emphasize
the natural resources and not the human values, over which we have
responsibility--our human resources--like the American Indian. He has
often been referred to as the forgotten American. I do not intend to
forget him--I intend to listen to him. We have smothered the Indian
cultures with our own ignorance. The Indian education system and its
policies must be given a completely fresh and objective examination.
You don't necessarily solve this aging problem by moving to another
bureav. This is the Inverior's obligation. I do not promise you an
instant solution but I can assure you you will see action--not just talk."

We also call to your attention the Republican Platform for 1968, and I quote
in part--"The plight of the American Indizns and Eskimos is a national disgrace,
contradictory government policies have led to intolerable deprivation for these )
citizens. We dedicate ourselves to the promotion of policies responsive to their .
needs and desires and will seeck the participation of such policies™.

1 M. Nixon's statement to the National Congress of American :
a% Omaha, Nebraska, September 27, 1968, said in i

meeting

‘1n they must--be made part of the mainstream of American
Life ; ip them veach the goals that they themselves have set and
w111 sen, Al istration will be pledged Lo the following policies:

dovernmenst and the Indisn
Federal Jovermment to the

we 31
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Mr, Walter J. Hickel, Scecretary of the Interior
April 7, 1969
Page -2-

progran and federal budgets are operated

MxxxWill see to it that loeczal
t and in full consultation with the

with minimum bureaucratic restrain
Indian people.xxozM

Mr. Secretary Hickel, the several Reservations in South Dekota, the Unlted Sloux
Tribes of South Dakota, the National Congress of American Indians, a national :
organization representing some lﬂﬂ tribes in the United States of America, have gone
on record reconmending the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Roberi L. Bennett,
be retained and reasonc are :tﬂted in Rrso]ufion submitted to the President of the

United States. No Commissioner of Indinn Affairs has had the confidence of the

Indians of these United States as does Commissioner Robert L. Bennett. He has done

more to prepare the Indians of these United States in the short time that he has
been Commissioner in management of their owm affairs and placing responsibilities
take their

for their own salvation and destiny, which is necessary if they are to
place in the mainstream of American life.

We certainly agree with your statement that changing of policies does noi solve
the problem and that it does take time. :
We would like to point out to you that Robert L. Bennett has had a trring tirme
to break through, down to the local level, because of the die-hards in the Bursau of
Indian Affairs. It would be & cr;lng shame that just as he has ﬂOu to the local
level he be removed and we would have to start all over with some oiher Cermissioner
who has very little knowledge of what has been done, and has to Dullﬁ up the
confidence of the American Indians before he can get goinge.

We hope, Mr. Secretary, that with your statement that you will listen to the
epublican Flatform,

American Indian, and the statement of President Nixon, and the E
that you will consider this wish of the Indian people.

-~ Sincerely,

@Z &4( d.) LLM‘

ank Ducheneauk, Presiden
United Sioux Tribes of ucv‘h Dzkota
P. C. Box 633 :
Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625

FD/vr
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“UAANK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte
REUBEN WARD, Vice Chairman, Cherry Creek

ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte
HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte

COMMITTEES:

Land & Forestry:
Donald D. Dolphus, Chairman
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member
Peter Dupris, Member

Ways & Means:
Peter Dupris, Chairman
Robert Kessler, Member
Williom War Bonnet, Member

Welfare & Telephone:
Francis Traversie, Chairman

Louis Veo, Member
Andrew LeBeau, Member

Extension:
Reuben Ward, Chairman
Manuel Red Bear, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member

Rehabilitation €

Ernest Ducheneaux, Chairman
Emmett Hollow Horn, Member
Donald D. Dolphus, Member

Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934
(46 Stat. 948)

Clleyenne River

Sioux Tribal Gouncil

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625

COMMITTEES:

Law & Order & Enrollment:
Dennis Buffalo, Chairman
Louis Veo, Member
Francis Traversie, Member

Claims & Legislation:
Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman
Donald D. Dolphus, Member
Reuben Ward, Member
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member
Andrew LeBeau, Member

Health & Education:

Andrew LeBeau, Chairman
Ramon Williams, Member
Emmett Hollow Horn, Member

Appraisal Committee:

Lawrence Lind, Chairman
Manuel Red Bear, Member
Ramon Williams, Member

Planning Committee:
Benjomin Hawk Eagle, Chairman

Reuben Ward, Member Peter Dupris, Member
Dennis Buffalo, Member Reuben Ward, Member

/% April 7, 1969
/:ﬁ;?

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs

; 1951 Constitution Avenue N. W,
/ Washington, D. C. 2022

Dear Mr. Bennett:
Enclosed herewith for your information are copies of letters written
to our Congressional Delegation and to the Secretary of the Interior,
Mr., Walter J. Hickel, in regards to retaining you as Commissioner of
Indian Affairse.
Sincerely,
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL

’%’(&zié’ /é):,cc‘_/cgzcdal/?é

Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman



 ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte

FRANK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte
HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte

- REUBEN WARD, Vice Chairman, Cherry Creek

COMMITTEES: COMMITTEES:
Land & Forestry: Low & Order & Enrollment:
Dennis Buffalo, Chairman

Louis Veo, Member

Doncld D. Dolphus, Chairman
Froncis Traversie, Member

Benjcmin Hawk Eagle, Member Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934

Peter Dupris, Member
(46 Stat. 948) . % o %
Weys & Means: aims egislation: 3 i
Peter Dupris, Chairman Frank Duchenegux, Chairman ’% 1
Robert Kessler, Member Donald D. Dolphus, Member £5 g
Williom War Bonnet, Member A s:”@”". wg’d'kME‘m'i’:' e a3
niamin Howk Eogle, Mem 5 S
CAC yenne mlve& Ernest Ducheneaux, Member ;g i
Andrew LeBeau, 0 .

Welfars & Telephone:
Francis Traversie, Chairmon
Louis Veo, Member
Andrew LeBeou, Member

Heclth & Education:
Andrew LleBecy, Chairmen
Romon Willioms, Alember
Emmert Hollow Horm, Member

ey ah Sioux Tribal Council

Manue! Red Bear, Member Approital Committee:

Llowrence Lind, Cheirmen

Ernest Ducheneaux, Aiember
lch:bllltml;nChCommlmoéh ' m mm Q!‘Lmb«
t ’
55;:»3 Dﬁog:?:uﬁor% :A;oz‘n%r;r Eaz'a Buttﬂ, smlth Dakota 57625 Plonning Committes:
na! . Dolphus, Mamber Benjomin Mawk Ecgle, Chairmon
Reuben Ward, Member Apri & Perer Dueria h:rgbn;
PI il 73 19 9 Reuben War:t Mamben

Dennis Buffalo, Member

Congressman Ben Riefel
House of Representatives
Washington, D. Co 20510

Dear Congressman Riefels:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter to the Secretary
of the Department of the Interior, Walter J. Hickel, which is self
explanatory, and setting cut the views of the American Indians.

-

b 5%
.

¥

the interest of the American Indians, and at least
the re-

« Bennett,

It is hoped that in
their wish, just this once, that you may give your full support to
appointment of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Robert L

Wit R

who has done more to involve the Indians in their struggle to take their
place in the mainstream of American Life. : .

Sincerely,
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIEAL COTNCIL

a
, { ~
";%;%61/71452 /{fikcc;ixoﬂaczes«§£5

Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman
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“FRANK DUCHENEAUY, Chairman, Eagle Butte
" REUBEN WARD, Vice Chairman, Cherry Creek

ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte
HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte

COMMITTEES:

Lland & Forestry:
Donald D. Dolphus, Chairman
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member
Peter Dupris, Member -

Waoys & Means:
Peter Dupris, Chairman
Robert Kessler, Member
Williem War Bonnet, Member

Welfors & Telephone:
Francis Traversie, Chairman
Louis Veo, Member
Andrew LeBeau, Member

Extension:
Reuben Ward, Chalrman
Manuel Red Bear, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Mamber

Rehaobilitation Committee:

Ernest Ducheneaux, Chairman

Emmett Hollow Horn, Member
. Donald D. Dolphus, Member

Reuben Word, Member

Dennis Buffalo, Membeor

Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934

(46 Stat. 948)

Cl:eyenne River

Sioux Tribal Council

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625

April 7, 1969

Congressman E. Yo Berry
House of Representatives

Washington, De Ce

20510

Dear Congressman Berry:

COMMITTEES:

Low & Order & Enrollment:
Dennis Buffolo, Chairman
Louis Veo, Member
Francis Traversie, Member

Claims & Legislation:
Frank Ducheneaux, Chairman
Donald D. Dolphus, Member
Reuben Ward, Member
Benjamin Howk Eagle, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Mem
Andrew LeBeau, Member

Health & Edventioa:
Andrew Llefizau, Choirmaen
Romon Williams, Member
Emmett Mollow Morn, Member

Appraisal Committee:
lawrence Llind, Chairmen
Manvel Red Becr,

Romon Willioms, Member

Plonai ¢ .
Benjomin Howk Eogle, Choirmen
Peter Dupris, Membier
Reuben Waord, Alember

Enclosed for your imfomation is a copy of a letter to the Secretary
_of the Department of the Interior, Walter J. Hickel, which is self
explanatory, and setting out the views of the American Indianse

It is hoped that in the interest of the American Indians, and at leasd

their wish, just this

once, that you may give your full smp

port to the re-

appointment of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Robert L. Benmnett,
who has done more to involve the Indians in their struggle to take their
place in the mainstream of American Life.

Sincerely,

CHEYENNE RIVER SIQUX IRIBAL COUNCIL
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FRANK DUCHENEAUX, Chairman, Eagle Butte
REUBEN WARD, Vice Chairman, Cherry Creek

ALICE BOWKER, Treasurer, Eagle Butte
HAZEL GARREAUX, Secretary, Eagle Butte

COMMITTEES:

land & Forestry:
Doncld D. Dolphus, Chcirman
Benjamin Hawk Eagle, Member
Peter Dupris, Member

Ways & Means:
Peter Dupris, Chairman
Robert Kessler, Member
William War Bonnet, Member

Welfare & Telephone:
Francis Traversie, Chairman
Louis Veo, Member
Andrew LeBeau, Member

Extension:
Reubsn Ward, Chairman
Manuvel Red Bear, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member

Rehabilitation Committee:

Ernest Ducheneaux, Chairman
Emmett Hollow Horn, Member
Donald D. Dolphus, Member
Reuben Ward, Member

Dennis Buffalo, Member

Organized Under Act of Congress June 18, 1934
(46 Stat. 948)

Clteyenne River

Sioux Tribal Council

Eagle Butte, South Dakota 57625

April 7, 1969

Senator Karl E. Mundt
Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Mundb:

20510

COMMITTEES:

Low & Order & Enrollment:
Dennis Buffalo, Chairman
Lovis Veo, Member
Francis Traversie, Member

Claims & Legislation:
Fronk Ducheneaux, Chairman
Donald D. Dolphus, Member
Reuben Word, Member
Benjomin Howk Eogle, Member
Ernest Ducheneaux, Member
Andrew LeBecu. Member

Health & Educction:
Andrew LeBeau, Chcirman
Ramon Williams, Atember
Emmett Hollow Nora, Member

Approital Committes:
Lowrence Lind, Chairman
Manvel Red Bear, Atember
Ramon Willioms, Abember

Plonning Committes:
Benjomin Howk Eogle, Choirmon
Peter Dupris, Member
Reuben Weord, Member

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter to the Secretary
of the Department of the Interior, Walter J. Hickel, which is self
explanatory, and setting out the views of the Anerican Indians.

Tt is hoped that in the interest of the American Indians, and at least
their wish, just this once, that you may give your ful} support to the re-
appointment of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Robert L. B?nnett,
who has done more to involve the Indians in their struggle to take their

place in the mainstream of American Life.

FD/vr

Sincerely,

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIRBAL COUNCIL
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10:25 a.m., 4/11/69 Anadarko

Mr. Robert LaFollette Bennett

They are singing the Lord's Prayer and you, Mr. Bennett, sit,
thoughtful, and prayerful, I know on that platform.

I sit here in the back of the room and I am praying to Our Blessed
Lord to give you the wisdom to do the very best you can for these

and all Indian youth--now in school--and all the many coming, coming,
coming--

I plead for the continuation of schools such as Riverside, Intermountain,
Phoenix--yes--and Chilocco.

I and my husband taught at Intermountain in 1955 and at San Carlos
1956-1962. And since his death I served as Health Educator for USPHS

on Papago for 5 years.

I'm out of Federal service now--an Oklahoma public school teacher--
(Am. Government). I have some Indian students, attend an Indian church
where the service is in Seminole. I try to keep close to what Indians are
thinking, and more important--feeling. And there is still their feeling

of a strong need for the Indian schools--or at the very least--the resident
facilities that provide a base from which they can attend public schools.

I have full confidence that you will resist pressures that would cause the
eventual loss to many Indian youth of their only (presently available) school
opportunities. Until each ""neighborhood' has a good public school I know
you will quietly exert every possible effort to keep, and improve and
enlarge what these youth have--and work to get what they need.

They're singing ""America--Our Heritage' and I know you'll preserve
and protect and promote the appreciation of that heritage and the
development of a greater one for their children.

"Go with God'" and with our prayers sustaining you--
Sincerely, Mrs. Marie Hood

P. S. As you are saying now, truly the Chilocco students have learned
their lessons in Am. government well, as demonstrated by their
efforts of these last few days to shape their own future.

TYPED (from attached) FOR EASIER READING.
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TELEPHONE 382-0397 P. Q. BOaX 1275

CHARLES E. GROLINDS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
SEMINOLE, OKLAHOMA 74868

April 11, 1969

Honorable Robert O, Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Interior Department
Washington, D. C.

My Dear Commissioner:

I have been following the newspaper accounts of
the trouble up at Shilocco. First I want to say that
I am well pleased with the manner in which you handled
this touchie situation.

I felt that you were a "Natural" to handle this
situation because of our training received at Haskell,
As we know the Boarding Schools serve a great purpose
for those Indian children who could not get an education
otherwise or at least a very sub-normal education if any.

My Sister whom you met while here, attended Shilocco
as did my older Brother., Ofcourse they thought that
this was a wonderful school., I have visited Shilocco
several times and I have always felt that they were
doing a good job, under the circumstances.

Ofcourse you remember we had our problems while
at Haskell, but we all seemed to work them out for the
benefit of the students and the school. We students
did not always like the solution, but I find this is
true even in trying to get discipline from your own
children,

The student problem is nation, yes even world
wide, and must be delt with immediately by appropriate
means., As I view the situation here at home, I am
glad to say that the Indian Schools are still standing
intact without any broken windows or mutilated buildings.,

This 1s just a note of incouragement to let you
know I am one hundred percent behind you and have talked
with several in this area who have attended Shilocco and
other Indian Schools that feel the same as I do.

E.
Attorney at Law
CEG/mh



Arizona Republic, 4/14/69
AP

HICKEL MAY REMOVE INDIAN AGENCY HEAD

Interior Secretary Walter J. Hickel disclosed yesterday he
is looking around for a new Commissioner of Indian Affairs
to replace incumbent Robert L. Bennett.

Hickel was asked in an interview whether he might submit
legislation to improve his department's program on Indian
affairs.

"Yes, I think so," he responded.

"We are really searching for an answer to the problem. '

But the answer is not a program; the answer is some person,
some individual -- one would be enough-- who has the desire
to carry out that program.

"I think we can find American Indians that have that desire,
have the capability and the leadership to solve the problem,
and as soon as I find that person -- and I have interviewed
literally dozens -- then we are going to start."

Though he did not mention him by name, informed sources
confirmed Hickel's remarks meant Bennett would be replaced.

Bennett, himself an Indian, was appointed Commissioner in
1966 after a career of 28 years in the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

When charges were made recently that students were mistreated
at Chilocco Indian School in Oklahoma, Harrison Loesch, new
assistant Secretary Public Land Management, took charge of
the case personally.

But Hickel's revelation that Bennett was on the way out took
both Loesch and Under Secretary Russell E. Train by surprise.

Asked whether career men in such positions would be retained, /
"I don't think that they have always been staffed by career
men, because they are obviously in a political position.

"T will say this. We are looking for the best men available,
men to do the job. And it doesn't necessarily mean they
have to be Republican, but if they are Republicans it helps."



A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO INDIAN INTERESTS ° SPONSOR OF THE ANNUAL INDIAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

ORGANIZED 1923

1263 W. PRATT BLVD. #909
262-0620

g %W CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626
7% éé April 15,1969
f'? o (L
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Mr, Walter J. Hickel,Secretary
Department of the Interior
Washington,D.C.

We have been greatly distressed to read that you are replacing
Mr, Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs..

We share in the opinion of Indians tgroughoutbthe country that
Mr. Bennett should be retained as Commissioner. He has been out-
standing in his work and has accomplished a great deal for Indians.

It is all the more distressing to know that this is being done in
the face of the many endorsements and letters from tribal bodies and
from Indian organizations,stressing the wish that Mr. Bennett be
cntinued in office.He has been outstanding in his work and has
accomplished a great deal for Indians,

It is all the more distressing to know that this is being done

in the face of the many endorsements and letters from tribal
bodies and from Indian organizations,stressing the wish that Mr.
Bennett be continued in office. Certainly this will alienate those
Indians who are Republicans, to say nothing of other Indians who
will justifiably feel that their recommendations have been ignored
and that they have been given no consideration.

If this takes place, it will make Mr. Nixon's pledge to give con-
sideration to Indian thinking only empty words with no sincerity
behind them. i

We wish to strongly protest this action and to ask again that
Mr. Bennett be retained in office.

Sincerely,
Marie LaFrinierre
President

Lig

Copy: Mr. Nixon



THE MYRIN INSTITUTE, INC.
FOR ADULT EDUCATION
521 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 1002I

TELEPHONE
212-758-6475

April 15, 1969

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett, S
Commissioner of Indian Affairs !
United States Department of the Interior E
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington,D.C. 20242 - R

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

Thank you very much for your letter of April 9 sending me a foreword
for the forthcoming report on our Indian conference in Denver last

year.

Your foreword goes right to the point and we think it will make an
excellent addition to the manuscript. Incidentally, the manuscript

is now being looked at by two different publishers. From the inter-
est to date we believe we will have no problem in finding a suitable
publisher. We will let you know later on when final arrangements are
made.

I do hope you continue as Commissioner of Indian Affairs for many
years to come. I have seen evidence of your good work and your aware-
ness of the problems of the American Indian.

Thank you for your kind lines about last summer's project. I, too,
hope that we enjoy joint efforts in the future.

With warm regards.
Cordially yours,

/k,>!1,/’1/1.2f:/"7 //’zj“f”%
rd /Sylvester M. Morey

UNIVERSITY ADDRESS: WALDORF SCHOOL, ADELPHI UNIVERSITY, GARDEN CITY, L. I.,NEW YORK 11530
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April 18,1969

Mr. Walter Hickel, Secretary
Department of the Interior
"ﬁs"mtm < D.Ce.

Deay Mr. Hickel:

I wasbshocked and disheartened to read that you ate determined to
replace Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Imndian Affairs. This is
really a very sad and unfortunate action, for a number of reasons.

For one, Mr. Bennett has Hone a superalative job. Bvery Indian organ-
ization and Indian-interest organization,and most tribal groups have
endorsed Mr. Bemnett and requested that he be reappointed ~rather,they
have urged it.Not to do so is to coldly disregard the expressed de-

sire of the Indian people whom Mr. Nixon assured in his campaign
speeches would be given every consideration with respect to their wishes.

Further, this disregard will cause many Indians -already very appre-
hensive about the Republican administration-to look to the Democrats
to whom they already feel they owe much in the way of help. When Mr.
Nixon was elected,there was open fear spoken by Indian leaders as to
how they would be treated at Republican hands, They will take this
setting aside of their urging as evidence that they can expect nothing
and many that might have been brought into the Republican fold will
be lost,

Since you will be dealing with Indians,this will not help to win you
friends and influence people.

Recently the National Congress of American Indisns held anm industrial
conference in this city. A great deal of anxiety was expressed as to

why Mr. Bennett was not being replaced. Among those who work with Indians,
it is obvious that Mr, Humplrey and the Kennedys have made a strong

impact.

For long years, Indisns have had a natural and understandable distrust
of us., In recent years, much of this has been broken down. It is just
as understandable that there will be a return to this attitude.

I am writing to you as one who has had intimate contact and identifica-
tion with Indians since her high school damws. Also, as a "vaccinmated
Republican, whose grandmother was present, as a child, at the birth of
the Republican Party. No one was more jubilant over the election of

the Republican administration than I} now, I am afraid that I am con-
siderably disilliusioned and concerned as to how much will be lost to
this administration with the dismissal of Mr. Bennett.
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Probably this letter will never reach you. I hope that it does, and
I hope that you will re-consider.

Sincerely,

G:em (Miss) Marion B, Gridley
Editor

Richard M. Nixon
Senator Barry Goldwater
Cong. Ben Reifel
Senator George McGovern
W, Clement Stone




Establisked By the

Treaty of June 9, 1855

Centennial June 9, 1955

CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS
1§(Ezléi¥fzcz Indian Nalion
TOPPENISH, V;:\SH::\I;TzzN - 98948

April 16, 1969

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20025

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Enclosed is a copy of our letter and the Statement of President
Richard M. Nixon released September 27, 1968, that we have sent
to various people and Indian Organizations that we feel may be
of assistance to us in retaining you as Commissioner of Indian

Affairs.

Please let us know if there is anything more we may do?

Sincerely yours,

Retery 4
Robert B. Jimy Chairman
Yakima Tribal Council

Enclosures:

£ib

GENERAL COUNCIL

TRIBAL COUNCIL

e meercamema

69, Hdts 7

-

|2 4dyf

> ¥

i

40 "¥ng

S by

(i

SYIVIAY KVIONI

T3AI303y



Established By the 0 GENERAL COUNCIL -
Treaty of June 9, 1855 i 3l V :

Centennial June 9, 1955 Rl : .”fIBAL »COU‘N.C"L :
CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS b
@aéima Indian Nalion
POST OFFICE BOX 632
TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON - 98948

April 15, 190y

The President
The White House :
Washington, D. C. 26025

Dear Mr. President:

The Yakima Indian Nation respecifully takes this opportunity to recommend the
re-appointment of the Honorable Robert L. Benneti as lhe Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.

We cite ns5 reference that Mr. R. L. Bennett has the wide support of Indians

throughout the Unjited States and Alaska, including but not limited to
resolutions by:

The Hational Congress of American Indians.

The Northwaest Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians.

The Inter-Tribal Council of Western Washington Indjans.

The Board of Trustees of the Pacific Northwest Indian Center of
Spokane, Washiugton.

.

Bt UURE S Qe

and many other promeneni Indians as well. Mr. Bennett has demonstrated his
ability to help Indians with his leadership and background.

: As for the Yakima Reservation, we have, since Mr. Bennett, progressed by establish-
ing two factories on our reservation which is classed as a depressed area, I am
sure that his actions have helped many other Indiaas.

e refer to the speech of the MNational Congress of American Indians Annual Con-
vention, Omaha, Nebraska, 1968, delivered by Senator Baker of Tennesee, which
stressed "Special relationship between the Federal Goverrment and the Indian
people, "The special responsibilities of the Federal Government to the Indian
people will be acknowledged’ and"I will insure that the Indian people are fully
consulted before programs under which they must live are planned.”

Through these statements made and released on September 27, 1968 we make ' this
recommendation for the re-appointment of R. L. Bennett as Commissioner of
Indian Affairs and feel your administration will follow /'The Federal Indian
Policy, ' you have released to the American People.

Respectfully yours,

t B. Jim, Chajrman

Yakifta Tribal Council
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Tribal Operati'ons

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE

POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208

APR 17 1989

AIRMAIL

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Washington, D, C. 20242

Attention: Tribal Operations

Sir: L
We are enclosing three copies of Tulalip Resolution No. 277~16
requesting that Commissioner Bennett be retained in this position.

Sincerely yours,

Assistant Area Director
(Community Services)

Enclosures
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Chairman A. J. Agard ~ HBPR 21 192
Standing Rock Sioux Tribal
Council

Port Yates, North Dakota 58538
Dear Chairman Agard:

Secretary Hickel referzred ko us for rveply your most gracious letter
complimenting him and President Nixzom and endorsing my m as
Commissioner of ladian Affaixs.

Your thoughtfulness im writing is deeply appreciated, and I ask
that you coanvey my heartfelt thanks to the Standing Reck Sioux
Tribal Council.

Sincerely yours,
(SGD.) ROBERT L. BENNETT

!L!

Commissioney

c;iIIII.llI"
‘llz: ame\’

132 Chron
Mailroom
BCCO
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TeLEpHONE No. 854-2561

INTERIOR DEFT; Fort Yates, Noutun Daxora 58538
APK = 41970 February 10, 1969
ASSISTANT
BECRETARY,
BL.ow

Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North Dakota and South Dakota welcomes
you and congratulates you on your high office. The Tribe appreciates
your interest in meeting with its tribal leaders.

The Tribe was most pleased with President Nixon'!s views on the Indian
people expressed in his message to our naticnal oxganization, the
National Ceonuress of American Indians, on the occasion of the annual
convention n Omaha last September.

President Nixon gave his reassurance on three major policy principles
which, in the past, has been the source of much difficulty and strife.
President Nixon told us, first, that we need not fear his Administration

will terminate the federal responsibility without Indian consent.
Second, that his Administration will respect the right of the Indian
people to self-dete: ton. + Third, that under his Administration,
state jurisdiction wi ot be imposed on Indian people on the reser-
vation without the consent of the Indian.

The major problem of the Indian people on the reservation is lack

of jobs. If our people have jobs, most other problems can be
solved. President Nixon addressed himself to this basic problenm.

He assured us that his Administration, through incentive to industxry
would encourage industry to come on the reservation and create jobs
for Indian people; that government loan programs would be broadened
and administered in a more meaningful way; that job training would
be speeded up; and that health services would be improved. President
Nixon also emphasized that unnecessary bureaucratic levels should be
eliminated so that multiple layers of authority do not separate the
Indian from the decision making powers.



Honorable Walter J. Hickel 9"U~
February 10, 1969
Page two

We have been pleased with the way Commissionex of Indian Affairs Bennett
has been handling Indian affairs. <Commissioner Bennett is one of oux

people. He understands our ways. He knows how we think and feel. We
are glad to see that he is continuing as Commissioner.

We place our trust in you to carry out the high principles and policies
announced by President Nixon.

Respectfully yours,
STANDING ROCK SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL

""L”:}; J{fdﬁ/“/ifsﬂ“’ﬁf?;‘

A, . Agar&
Chairman



S 77 Honoxable Walter J. Hickel
: Pabruazy 10, 1sc8

Page two

We kave been pleased with the way Commissioner of Indian Adfairs Bemmett
has been handling Indian affairs. Comsissioner Bennett is one of our
people. He understands our ways. He kuows how we think and feel. We
are glad to see that be iz continuing as Comaissioner.

e place owr trast in you to carxy out the high prisciples and pelicies
annvunced by President Nizon.

Respecifully yours,
STANDING ROCK SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL

A, J. Agaxd
Chairman

—mr — — 5 ——




COPY of Statement presented to the Honorable Walter J. Hickel, Secretary of
the Interior, Meeting of the United Tribes of North Dakota Development
Corporation, Federal Building, Bismarck, North Dakota, Presentation
made by A.J, Agard, Tribal Chairman of Standing Rock Sicux Tribe and
Chairman of the United Tribed of North Dakota Development Corporation,

Pabruary 10, i9ud

Hionorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the lnteriox
Departsent of the Iaterior
Washingtan, D. C.

Deax ¥x. Sacretary:

The Standing Rock Sicux Tribe of Forth Dakota and South Dakota welcomes
you snd congratulates you on your high oifice. The Tribe appreciates
your interest in meeting with its tzibal leaders.

The Tribe was most plecsed with President Kizen's views on the Indian
paoplae in his message to our natiomal oxrganization, the
Hational Congress of Asericon Iandians, on the occasion of the ammmal
convention in Cmaha last Septeusber.

President Hixon gave bis reassurance on three major pelicy prisciples
which, in the past, has been the source of msuch difficulty and strife.
Pregident Hixon told us, fizst, that we aeed not fear his Administration
will terminate the federal responsibility without Indian consent.
3econd, that bis Administration will respect the right of the Indian
pevple te seli-detersinstion. Third, taat wnder his Administration,
state jurisdiction will sot be isposed oo Imdian pecple on the reser-
vation without the consent of thw Indian.

The major probles of the Indian people ou the reservation is lack
af jobs. if our people have jobs, most other problems can be
solved. President Nixon addressed himself{ to this basic problem.
fie assured us that his Administration, through incentive to industey
would encourage industry to come on the reservation and create jobs
for Indisn people; that government loan programs would be brosdesned
and administered in a »ore meaningful way; that job training wosld
be speeded wy: and that bealth services would be improved. President
sigon also eashasized that unbecessary buresscratic levels should be
eilininated so that multiple layers of authority do »ot separate the
Indlan from the decigion making powers.
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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
PROVO, UTAH 84601

[
3 -
' =0
. - ™
OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMICS Aprll 18’ 1969 : I 8 -5
: 20
S RN L
Mr. Robert L. Bennett b ow. DES
U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs ' f; =t
. . ]
The Bureau of Indian Affairs = RS
Department of Interior § o =
Washington, D.C. ==

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

On behalf of the Brigham Young University studentbody, I would
like to tell you what a pleasure it was having you on our campus
last month. It was a delightful experience for those of us who
were able to be with you during the day and I have received many
favorable comments regarding your speech. I hope you enjoyed
the day as much as we. I know the University will be looking
forward to the next time you will be visiting us.

Also, enclosed is a check in the amount of $250.00 and at your

convenience would you please sign the receipt and mail it to

the Treasurer's Office, Brigham Young University, D-148 ASB,
Provo, Utah 84601

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Shond Stephor—

Shari Stephens

88/sl



PAUL PITTS MemBers oF CouNnciL
CHIEF E. E. (Dutcu) COOPER

D. E. (BiL) MARTIN

EDWARD RED EAGLE

GEORGE E. REVARD

JOE REVELETTE

JOHN SHAW

GEORGE B. SMITH

SYLVESTER J. TINKER

CHARLES WHITEHORN
“ AssisTANT CHIEF

OSAGE TRIBAL COUNCIL

PAWHUSKA, OKLAHOMA
74056
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Hoopa Valley Business (Conned

Regular Meetings on the First Friday of Each Month

P. O. Box 817 HOOPA, CALIFORNIA 95546 Phone 625-4691

April 21, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner
1951 Constitution Ave., N.W,

Washington D.C,

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

We greatly appreciate the courtesies you extended
to our delegation when we met with you on April 14 and

April 18, 1969,

As you know,

Affairs,
Yours sincerely,

Charles J. Moon
Chairman

Hoopa Valley Business Council

you have our support and we earnestly
hope that you will be reappointed as Commissioner of Indian

b HE €0 6 £ way




RESOLUTION OF THE HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE
HOOPA INDIAN RESERVATION
HOOPA, CALIFORNTA
RESOLUTION NO: 894

DATE APPROVED: 1-15-69

SUBJECT: REQUEST RETENTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT

WHEREAS: The Hoopa Valley Tribe did on May 13, 1950 adopt a constitution and bylaws
that was approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on September A4th,1952
and Article VIII, Section 1 (a) to administer all tribal property by ordinance
or resolution subject to the approvel of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or
his authorized representative (g) to negotiate with the Federal, State, and
local governments on behalf of the tribe.

WHEREAS: The Hoopa Valley Business Council of the Hoopa Valley Tribe have been able to
see the notable change in the attitude of the employees of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and the policies affecting their reservation, and;

WHEREAS: Said change has resulted in the necessary motivation for the tribe to work
cooperatively with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to a comprehensive program
that would insure the intense development of Human and natural resources of
the Hoopa Reservation and;

WHEREAS: never before has such a start been made for the substantial and sustained
progress of Indians in individual enterprise, in bringing industry to the
reservation, and in concerted efforts for improvement of health, education,
and emp]oyment of the Hoopa Indians, and;

WHEREAS: The Hoopa Valley Tribe credits the wise decesion of Secretary of Interior Swwart L
Udall. with the choosing of a man of Indian Aocestry, Robert L Bennett,
Comniissioner of Indian Affairs, and the Tribe credits Mr Bennett as being a
contrlbutlng and stlmulatlng factor that was necessary to involve so many
diverse interests and to awaken the potential capacity of Indians for self
improvement and for self help, now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Hoopa Valley Business Council hereby express our gratitude and
confidence in Rober L Bennett as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Hoopa Valley Business Council respectfully requests the
Secretary of Interior, retain Robert L Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs
as the Hoopa Valley Business Council deems it necessary and in the best
interest of the tribe.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, as Chairman of the Hoopa Valley Business Council hereby
certify that the Hoopa Valley Business Council is composed of seven (7) members
of which 7 constituing a quorum were present at a Special meeting thereof; duly
and regularly called, noticed and convened and held this 15th day of January
1969 and that this resolutlon has not been rescinded or amended in any way.

DATED THIS 15TH DAY OF JANUARY 1969

atrest()) 3 ’ %MZ‘

ary '[E Davis: Secretary Charles J Moon:{fhairman
Hoopa Valley Busienss Council Hoopa Valley Business Council

Hoopa Valley Tribe Hoopa Valley Tg GEGEIVE
NOTED: January 16, 1969
JAN 11959
Vincent Little

Area Field Representative HOOPA AREA FIELD OFFICE




IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Real Property Management
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

BILLINGS AREA OFFICE -
316 NORTH 26TH ST. { s
BILLINGS, MONTANA 59101 :

APR 221969 | ©

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue NW.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Although this is an entirely personal letter, the views of my
fellow employees in the Billings Area Office are such that you
would be safe in the thought that it is from all of us.

I am saddened to hear that your days with us are running out.

Your record and your unquestioned honesty and devotion to the

Indian people have been a constant source of inspiration to your
people and those of us who sincerely try to serve them. We think
that history will reflect what we know about you, that you have

done everything possible for a man in your position to do with

the funds you were given and that you have been a great commissioner
in every sense of the term.

You know, of course, that we will give the new commissioner our

full cooperation and best effort. Know also that you take with you
to new endeavors the admiration and respect of those of us privileged
to work with you. God speed and best wishes to you and your family
for the future.

Warm personal regards,

B & S, -
<9y

E. Saltmarsh
Realty Specialist
Billings Area Office



JINDT ¢ MEMBER:
4 DAKOTA
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTER
.CAUGHEY

.
RATIVE ASSISTANT FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTER

ROBERTA VAN BEEK ’2} cnifea &iaiez ﬁenaie GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

bt bl 0 SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTER
WALTER C. CONAHAN WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

PRESS SECRETARY

ADVisorY COMMISSION ON
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

ROBERT E. RUDDY

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT A‘inl 2 & ; 1969

, rank Duchenes Mr., Aljoe Agaard
Chairman ~ Tribal Chairman
Chevenne River Sioux Tribe Standing Rock Sioux Trie

‘ , Soutt La SEhLE Fort Yates, MNorth Dakota
Jear Frank and A e.3

14\ i d o Z ning your support of the

retenticon’of Bob Bennett as Commissioner: of Affairs, - I am deeply
arateful Engy s inted sport-of th osition for Bob.  How-
ever, 1L appears tuat the Seecrstary as now deteriniined.that he would like

to-have hds buis individy on the ~ ob as the Cowmissionier, Therefore, we

ident in-an effort to induce him to

v

the Tad i Jpportunity Council,
comies under tue direct control of the

" an upgrading of Bob's talents
. than he would be used as

Ope we/.are successful in our effort
Bennett, who, all of us from South

fab as Comiissioner for the Bureau of

netiregards ., 1 an
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IN REPLY§REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Tribal Operations
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ANADARKO AREA OFFICE
P.0, Box 368
Anadarko, Oklahoma
73005

APR 24 1363
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242
Attention: Division of Tribal Operations
Sir:
Enclosed are four copies of Kickapoo of Kansas Tribal Council
Resolution No. 21, adopted by the tribal council on Janwry 19,
1969,
The resolution is a recommendation by the Kickapoo Tribe of
Kansas that Commissioner Bennett be re-appointed as the

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and is forwarded for your informa-
tion and appropriate distribution.

h

/) )
Singérely yours,
WL
iﬁﬁnﬂy*f}ea D{gzkk%gj;/\“

Enclosures (4)



KICKAPOO OF KANSAS TRIBAL COUNCIL

RESQLUZIION
No. __ A\

WHEREAS, The Kickapoo Tribe of the Rickapoo Reservation of Kansas is organized
in accordance with the provisions of the Indian Reorganizationm Act of Jume 18,
1934 (48 8tar, 984) end,

WHEREAS, The Kickapoo Tribal Council met in special session this 19th day of
January 1969 and,

WHEREAS, The Kickapoo Tribe is in favor of continuing the B.I.A, Programs as
initiated by Commissioner Robert L. Bemnett and,

WHEREAS, We feel that Commissioner Bemnett has shown an unusual insight and
interest in the welfare of the American Indian and,

WHEREAS, Many positive gains have been made in cooperative participation of
the Tribes with the B.I.A, under Commissioner Bennett's leadership, this
partuership should continue.and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Kickapoo Tribe hereby recommends that
Robert L. Bennett again be appointed as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resclution be sent to President
Nixon, Secretary of Interior Hickel, and the Kansas Congressional Delegationm.

CERTIIFICATIORN

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted this 19th day of January by & vote
of for and O _ against by the Tribal Council in special session
at which é members of the Council were present, constituting & quorum.

¥ Chairman

ATTEST:

< 3
4’6 gz 1 Lo /631'7/( LM L2

Secretary




FROM:  SECRETARY DATE: /.

T0: 1. DEEO—

2.;- Py

3. l

4. - 8569
FOR: ] APPROVAL

[] INFORMATION

[] PER OUR CONVERSATION

[] COMMENT

g’\ACTION AS APPROPRIATE

[C] DRAFT REPLY FOR SECRETARY'S
SIGNATURE

] REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY

[J] As REQUESTED

AND: [] RETURN
[ FILE
[C] FORWARD
] SEE ME
REMARKS :

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. M95715-67



BOB DOLE

KANSAS

STANDING COMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

PusLic WoRKS

SELECT AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

Vlnifed Dilates Denafte L .

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

March 13, 1969

)

(= @)
e

Honorable Yalta

Uffice of tie S

Separtment of tue
£

fo e s e n
wasiiitngeon, u.

osed is a copy of a self-explanatory Resolution from

L™ ¥

&

Mr. Ralph £. Simon, Chairman of the Kickapoo Tribal Council
of Kansas.

The Resolution is being forwarded for your appropriate

attention.

R



MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Wilfred P. Schoenberg,

Chairman, President
Jerome Peltier,

First Vice President
Spokane, Washington
Lorraine Misiaszek,

Second Vice President
Olympia, Washington
Hazel Beaulieu,

Secretary-Treasurer
Spokane, Washington
Howard Ball
Spokane, Washington
Rowland Bond
Spokane, Washington
Doris Bounds
Umatilla, Washington
Neil Byrne
DeSmet, Idaho
Francis Conklin
Spokane, Washington
Thomas Connolly
Spokane, Washington
Robert Dellwo
Spokane, Washington
Joseph R. Garry
Plummer, Idaho
Oswald George
Plummer, Idaho
Vernon Jackson
Warm Springs, Oregon
Robert Jim
Toppenish, Washington
R. Riley Johnson
Yakima, Washington
John P. Leary
Spokane, Washington
Richard Lewis
Spokane, Washington
Walter McDonald
St. Ignatius, Montana
D’Arcy McNickle
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
B. C. Payette
Montreal, Canada
Samuel A. Postell
Spokane, Washington
Sister Providencia
Great Falls, Montana
Melvin Robertson
Spokane, Washington
Eagle Selatsee
Toppenish, Washington
Paschal Sherman
Washington, D.C.

Alex Sherwood
Wellpinit, Washington
Forrest R. Stone
Spokane, Washington
Henry Sugden
Lapwai, Idaho

LOCATED ON THE GONZAGA UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99202

,OU

April 24, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Enclosed you will find a copy of my letter to
the Secretary of the Interior. The Indian
people in this area are very much alarmed by
the rumors that you will be relieved of your
duties. Hence, this resolution was passed to
express our apprehensions and to request full
consideration for you,

You will also find enclosed a copy of a
resolution recently passed by the Washington
State Legislature regarding the Pacific

"Northwest Indian Center.

Respectfully yours,

Wilfred P, Schoenberg
Chairman, President

Pacific Northwest Indian Center

WPS/ks

Save the Firot Americans’ Heritage!



MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Wilfred P. Schoenberg,

Chairman, President
Jerome Peltier,

First Vice President
Spokane, Washington
Lorraine Misiaszek,

Second Vice President
Olympia, Washington
Hazel Beaulieu,

Secretary-Treasurer
Spokane, Washington
Howard Ball
Spokane, Washington
Rowland Bond
Spokane, Washington
Doris Bounds
Umatilla, Washington
Neil Byrne
DeSmet, Idaho
Francis Conklin
Spokane, Washington
Thomas Connolly
Spokane, Washington
Robert Dellwo
Spokane, Washington
Joseph R. Garry
Plummer, Idaho
Oswald George
Plummer, Idaho
Vernon Jackson
Warm Springs, Oregon
Robert Jim
Toppenish, Washington
R. Riley Johnson
Yakima, Washington
John P. Leary
Spokane, Washington
Richard Lewis
Spokane, Washington
Walter McDonald
St. Ignatius, Montana
D’Arcy McNickle

Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

B. C. Payette
Montreal, Canada
Samuel A. Postell
Spokane, Washington
Sister Providencia
Great Falls, Montana
Melvin Robertson
Spokane, Washington
Eagle Selatsee
Toppenish, Washington
Paschal Sherman
Washington, D.C.
Alex Sherwood
Wellpinit, Washington
Forrest R. Stone
Spokane, Washington
Henry Sugden
Lapwai, Idaho

Pacific Northwest Indian Center, Inc.

LOCATED ON THE GONZAGA UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99202

April 24, 1969

Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Secretary Hickel:

I respectfully submit the following resoclution
passed in our recent Board of Trustees meeting:

Motion by Mr. Forrest Stone: "I move that the
Chairman be authorized to send in a letter of
recommendation to the President of the United
States, to the Secretary of the Interior and

to the Chairman of the Senate Interior Commit-
tee endorsing Mr. Robert Bennett for continuing
service in the job he now holds." This motion
was passed unanimously by our Board of Trustees.

In view of the kind of Indian leadership expressed
by members of this board as well as the influence
of non-Indian members, I trust you will give full
consideration to this resolution.

Respectfully yours,

{ / Wilfned P. Schoenberg Z

Chairman, President
Pacific Northwest Indian Center

cc: President Richard M. Nixon
Senator Henry M. Jackson
Mr. Robert Bennett

WPS/ks

Save the Firot Americans’ g(eritage!
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Resolution No. 69-57 by Representatives Hurley, McCormick, Pardini,
Richardson, Kuehnle, Kopet, Harris, May
and Gladder
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WHEREAS, It is impossible to restore the culture of the American
Indians and consequently effort must be expended to preserve the remnants
of that culture; and

WHEREAS, The Pacific Northwest Indian Center is working for the pro-
motion of Indian studies, the preservation of Indian cultures, and the de-
velopment of Indian leadership; and

WHEREAS, The establishment of the Pacific Northwest Indian Center
will restore the pride of the American Indian, provide a secure repository
for the remnants of his culture and promote cultural equality for his race;
and

S ——

clusively to cultural display and research and with the establishment of
the Pacific Northwest Indian Center, the center will be recognized national=- g2
ly as a major Indian museum; and i

WHEREAS, The Pacific Northwest Indian Center will preserve for all
time the herntage of our first Americans for the knowledge of our children,
for the visual aids and research for all schools, to provide tourism, to 3
give identity and dignity to all Indians and to present a world-famed insti-é§§§>
tution in our state; <

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the House of Representatives, —
That recognltuon and praise be given to the'Pacific Northwest Indian Center, %%i
presently under construction in Spokane, for its efforts to preserve our
Indian cultures by establishing a research center and a storehouse for the
relics of "Indian Country." '
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this. resolution be transmitted
to the Governor, the Mayor of the City of Spokane and each member of the
City Council of the City of Spokane. :

ADOPTED April 3, 1969.

| hereby certify this to be
a true and correct copy of
Resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives

7 April 3, 1969,

?Yalsolmy 2228 (Soith

{ Malcolm McBeath, Chief Clerk
House of Representatives

WHEREAS, It is recognized that there is no lndxan museum devoted ex-'§§§%' .
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FROM
STANLEY SMARTLOWIT, CHAIRMAN, REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF NW TRIBES, LACONNER, WASH,

TO
WALTER J, HICKEL, SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C.

'
RE ROBERT BENNETT COMMISSIONER BIA, ALL DELEGATES ATTENDING REGIONAL
CONFERENCE OF NORTHWEST TRIBES AT LACONNER WASHINGTON ON SWINOMISH

RESERVATION VOTED TODAY TO EMPHATICALLY URGE THE RETENTION OF ROBERT L.
BENNETT AS COMMISSIONER OF BIA, TRIBES ARE MOST APPREHENSIVE ABOUT

POSSIBLE CHANGES IN INDIAN POLICIES THAT MIGHT RESULT IF NEW COMMISSIONER

IS APPOINTED, THEIR TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN COMMISSIONER BENNETT IS SO STRONG
THAT TO REMOVE OR IGNORE THEM WOULD RESULT IN SUCH SHOCK AND DISAPPOINTMENT
AMONGST INDIANS THAT THE NEW COMMISSIONER WOULD BE UNDER SEVERE HANDICAP.

CONFERENCE URGES THAT YOU REPLY TO THIS TELEGRAM GIVING REASSURANCE REGARDING

BENNETT BY 3 P.M. APRIL 25 TO ADDRESS AS FOLLOWS: REGIONAL CONFERENCE

NORTHWEST TRIBES, STANLEY SMARTLOWIT, CHAIRMAN, SWINOMISH TRIBAL COMMUNITY,

LACONNER, WASHINGTON,



e RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a conference on Indian Affairs was spensered by the
N. 0. A. I. and co-sponsored by the Western Washingten Inter-Tribal
Council end held on April 24, 25, 1969 at the Swinomish Community

' Center, La Cofiner, Washington attended by 14 Tribes, and

WHEREAS, the Indians assembled, adapted a motien te prepare
and submit a written statement urging the retentien of Rebert L.
Bennett as Cemmissioner of Indian Affairs, and

WHEREAS, in compliance with said retentien, a telegram was
sent by the Regienal Vice-President of the N. C. A. I.,-Stanley
Smartlewit, to the Secretary of the Interior Walter J. Hickel urging
the retention eof Robert Bennett and requesting a reply,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Nerthwest Tribes assembled
in Cenference at the Swinemish Reservation Cemmunity Center, La Conner,
Washingten on this 25th day of April, 1969, that we de hereby en-
dorse said telegram of April 24, 1969 te Secretary Hickel regarding
retention of Robert L. Bemnett as Commissiener of Indian Affairs,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this conference approve and
support Reselution No. # of the N. C. A. I. adepted in Cenventien
held at Omaha, Nebraska, September 24 - 27, 1968, which also sup-
ported Commissiener Bennett,

- BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this reselutien be
furnished to members of Congress, Gevernors of States, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and other responsible agencies, including
N. C. A. I. Executive Council.

.Done and dated on this 25th day of April 1969 at La Conner,
Washingten by the Regional Cenference of the Northwest Tribes.

Pelegram Attached) to s <<~P/*‘““’/'L"L“"{'(7 Coi iy o "7".“

6huf073012f
| 4 - 7 - 4 = 74
.__¢42222:a422z¢ jé%L%} i e
Stanley Smartl w1t, Area Vice President

N. C. A. X,
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Brucp Wllkle, Chairman
Western Washington Inter-Tribal Ceuncil




RESOLUTTION_
NUMBER 98-68

WHEREAS: It has been brought to the attention of the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council
that under the administration of President Richard M. Nixon, Robert L. Bennett
will be replaced as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and ;

WHEREAS: Mr. Bennett has proved, during his term as Commissioner of\Indian Affairs, to
have dealt fairly with all Tribes of American Indians, and

WHEREAS: Since Mr. Bennett was appointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs, much attention
has been brought to the plight of the American Indian and many programs have
been initiated to better the social, economic, educational, and health problems
of the American Indian, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, acting for the
Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana, does hereby
fully endorse Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as said
Tribe feels that Mr. Bennett has proven himself one of the most able Commissioner
of Indian Affairs ever to have held this office, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council does hereby
request its Montana Congressional Delegation and other responsible persons
or offices to aid in the retention of Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of

Indian Affairs.

THE BLACKFEET TRIBE OF THE BLACKFEET
INDIAN RESERVATION

Lok
> -
Secretary o5 Chairman g

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Blackfeet Tribal Business
Council in duly called, noticed and convened special session assembled the 25th day of
March, 1969, with eight (8) members present to constitute a quorum.

@a;m%

Secretary
Blackfeet Tribal Bu81ness Council
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“Senator Howard Baker, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.

At the Omaha convention ofvthe NCAT last September you read President
Nixon's pledges to the American Indians. He pledged that his administration
would not go contrary to the wishes of the American Indians. We ask that
Robert Bennett, Commissioner of Indian Affairs be retained in ofgice. He

is surpassingly qualified for his job. We plead that he be retained.

Francis Wakefield, Chairman, United Tribes of Michigan, Alto, Michigan.

President of the United States, The White House, Washington, D. C.

We are deeply concerned with the rumor that Robert Bennett, Commissioner

of Indian Affairs maj>be replaced. We ask for his retention in office.
We call on your integrity to honor your pledge that American Indians'
wishes would be honored by your administration.

Robert Dominic, President, Northern Michigan Ottawa Association, Petoskey, Mich.

Hon. Gerald Ford, House Office Building, Washington, D. C.

My . administration will be responsive to the American Indians' patient
pleas said Richard Nixon inia prepared statement delivered by Senator
Howard Baker at Omaha last September at the convention of the National
Council of American Indians. Our patient plea is thatf#l/ Robert Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs be retained in office. He is eminently
qualified and has been outstanding in his job.

Francis IWakefield, Chairman, United Tribes of Michigan, Alto, Michigan.

(Night letters, Sunday, April 27, 1969) sent by Francis Wakefield
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