
CHIEF YELLOW LARK'S Oh(~:~:~ hm ;, 
the winds, and whose breath gives life to all 
the world, hear me, I am a man before You, 
one of Your many children-I am small and 
weak . I need Your strength and wisdom. Let 
me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever 
behold the red and purple sunset. Make my 
hands respect the things You have made; my 
ears sharp to hear Your voice. Make me wise, 
so that I may know the things You have taught 
my _people-! e esson, You ave idden in 
every leaf and rock . I seek strength, not to be 
superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight 
my greatest enemy-myself. Make me ever 
ready to come to You with clean hands and 
straight eyes, so when life fades as a fading 
sunset, my sp ir it may come to You without 
shame. 
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Onoldas bringing sov-
11ral hundrod bags of 
corn to Washington's 
starving army at Val­
ley Forgo, aftor tho 
colonists had consist­
ently refused to aid 
them. 
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Jan. 2, 69 

Rober t Lo Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Ave . N. W. 
WashingtGn, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett, 
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UGWA DEHOLUH YATEHE 

locauso of tho help 
of this Oneida Chiof 
in cementing a friend­
ship between the six 
nations and the Colony 
of Pennsylvania, a new 
nation, the U n i t e d 
Statos was made pos -
1ible. 
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On Dec . 14, 1968 the Oneida Executive Committee : 

passed an important resolution pert aining to the 

retention of your po s ition as the Commissioner of 

Ind ian Af~airs . Th e resolution reads as follows : 

;;o 
<J', 

ff Therefore be it re s olved that the members of the 

Oneida Trib~ of Indians of disconsin would like to rec­

commedd t hat Robert L. Bennett be retained as the 

Commissioner of Indian fiffairs, so tha t Federal Govern­

ment programs now ad ministered for the American Indian 

Community may be achieved without interruption and 

without delay." 

We sincerely hope that you will remain in your 

posit ion. 

S incerely , _ 

'-lltw· d,✓~ ti~ (h_,d,t:_,,J 
Mrs . Amelia Cornelius 
Secretary 



Inaugural OJnmmittee * 1g&g 
The Pension Building • 440 G Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20025 

Telephone: Area Code 202 • 386-6501 

FOR RELEASE 

J. WI LLA RD MARRIOTT, 

Chai rman SATURDAY AM'S 
JANUARY 4., 1969 FRED MO RR ISON 

Publicity Chairman 

SUGGESTED DRESS FOR INAUGURAL EVENTS 

The Protocol Assistant to the Chairman of the Inaugural , 

the Hon. Clement E. Conger, has issued the following guide lines 

for dress for those who will attend the 1969 Inaugural events. 

Mr. Conger, who was the former Deputy Chief of Protocol 

of the State Department, liste~ the suggested dress for use in 

the official Inaugural Guide Book soon to be issued by the 

Hospitality Committee of the Inaugural. 

The Reception for Distinguished Ladies requires street 

or afternoon attire., gloves; hats optional. 

Young America's Inaugural Salute lists long or short eve ­

ning or cocktail dress for the ladies and black tie, business suit 

optional for the gentlemen. 

The Inaugural All A~erican Gala requires long or short 

evening dress, and gloves, for the ladies with black tie or 

business suit optional for the gentlemen. 

The Governor's Reception lists afternoon or cocktail dress, 

glov-s, for ladies and business suits for gentlemen . 

The Reception Honoring the Vice President-Elect and Mr s . 

Agnew will require cocktail dress and gloves for ladies and 

busineas suits for the gentlemen. 

- more - , 
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The Inaugural Concert will require long or short evening 

or cocktail dress, gloves for the ladies and black tie , business 

suit optional for the men. 

Those attending the Official Inauguration Ceremony are 

requested to dress warmly, with the Official party wearing 

club coat, cutaway optional; striped trousers, four-in-hand 

necktie with silver or gray and black stripes; white shirt with 

turndown collar; black or oxford gray outercoat , ve lvet collar 

optional; Homburg; and gray gloves. Street or afternoon attire., . 

gloves; hats optional for the ladies. 

Those attending the Inaugural Parade are asked to wear 

warm outdoor clothing. 

Guests at the Inaugural Ball will find the ladies wearing 

long, formal gowns, long gloves optional, and the gentlemen in 

white tie or black tie. 

1/2/69 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

RICHARD M. NIXON 
WASHINGTON , D.C. 

January 6, 1969 

Mr. Hobert L. Bennett 
B ureau Indian Affair 
Washington, DC 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

President-Elect Nixon wants you to know that he 

appreciates your interest in serving in the new 

Administration. Information concerning you has been 

received by this Office which is conducting his search 

for qualified personnel. 

Hr. Nixon has asked me to assure you that your 

interest in the new Administration will receive careful 

consideration as positions are filled. 
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l)€paRtm€nt o~ social Just1c€ J/;t? fa)? 

C2Nj 
national council 0~ th€ ChURCh€S 0~ chRISt m th€ u.s.a. 

475 RIV€RSl0€ 0RIV€, new yoRk, n. y. 10027 telephone: 870· 2438 

aRthUR S. nemmm4, pR€Slbent 

'J.he Boaoral>le Wl1ter Hlckle 
Department: of the Intertor 
W.sbll\gten 1 D. C. 

Dear Mr . Hickle: 

R. h. ebwm espy, 4eneRal secRetaRy 

JUUAl'Y 7, 1969 

As ve face the a10Dtb ._ 1•r• ahead in Amed,cu Indian Affair•. 
I and IIID7 other•••• deeply coueenaed that the•• be evident the ••t 
enlightened lead•••htp •••ttal,111. 

we have read with l'e&l cutT• and apprec1atton aTeetclent•Blect Niaorl' a 
poeition atatemen.t en lndfan affAtra . You should lcnow it baa received 
f•trly univereal 1uppowt and approval by tho•• involved 1n and aUppOrdve 
of a atTOng conatructf.ft app.-oacb to· ''thll loq stancU.111 and vextna 
problem. 

Mr. !U.xou'• etat_..t ....,. to• to - mo1t eouietent wtth the poeiUve 
and coastncttve proP'• we have lee-A evolfl."8 f.11 recent year• • recogntaed 
a, euch through recent -.pree1lon1 l:>y many of the Iacllan organt•ttoaa, 
auch aa the National Qmgreae of America WS..a, tbe N. w. Alf11:iated 
Tribe• • the 1Dter• t•1l,al Counof.1 of the rtve C::lvtli.aed Tribes. the stou 
Tri.be• of South DllcoU, -4 mtnJ othese. a Council on lndUn Affatr•• 
of which I• Oh4it:Mn1 took actton in. ndcl•.Deeember to reC01111811d sbd.la, 
actlcm to its constituent DIUlberahip. 

l • of tbe opinion tbalt tn large mea••• the parson r:eaponatble for 
tbia proal'• 1• the pJ:effll.t eoamataaioner of lndi. Aff•ir•• Robett L. 
Jennett. • lndtan biuelf •nd thva • U.viag .,_..1 of recognition and 
trust to the entire lncllan population to ccmtiaue and fvrther the 
program•• outlined b1 Ht . Nixon. l can think of no batter aaaurance 
than the conttnuattoa of Mr. Bem&ett •• ec.ata1loo.er. I reapectf\atly ••k 
tbat you stve poaitf.v conat.deratton to oonttautng Mr . Bennett•• 
c:aiat••"oner of lmltb Affaire, and thus 9ive •••••nee to •••ive IUDbers 
of lndin people, aa4 ld.enda o.f .:the .. lodian cauae, that preaent con1truotl.v• 
prograu and ~t• ¥111 ccm.ti1'1118. 

nc:hv OR . 03.VIO R3.lll3,(j€, JR., ch3.1Rlll3.n • R€V . €l1Z3.B€'th m1ll€R, VIC€ Ch3.tRm3.n 

cc; Mr. Richard c)W'l.flif,ihe b1v1s1on o~ chR1st1an l1~e anb m1ss1on 



HOLLYWOOD 6-9 60 l 

NATIONAL BANK 

6225 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD. HOLLYWOOD , CALIFORNIA 90028 

~/( ~ 

~ 
January 13, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob : 

The enclosed photocopy of a letter from Richard Nixon 
was received this morning. 

If I can be of help by making additional contacts or 
telephone calls, please let me know. 

All good wishes, 

S'j.nGe ~eJy , ~ .• . ) I 
u / 1/ I? 

- ✓)....______., '-- \ 

Fred Roesch 
Vice President 

FR:ET 
encl. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

R1cHARD M. N1xoN 

W ASHINGTON. D. C. 

January 8, 1969 

i!r. Fred Roesch 
Vice President 
Hol l ywood Nationa l Bank 
6225 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hol l ywood, Ca liforni a 90028 

Re : Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Dear Mr. Roesch: 

Thank you for your though tful recommendation 
for appointment to the new Administration. Your high 
regard for the applicant is particularly meaningful 
to us. 

We want you to know that President-Elect Ni xon 
is grateful for your articipation in this important 
program and th at you will be given every consideration. 

HarL S. Flemming 
Spe ial Assistant 



HOLLYWOOD 6 -9 60 I 

NATIONAL BANK 

6225 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD. HOLLYWOOD , CALIFORNIA 90028 

Deeud>er 26; 1968 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
President•Elect 
Key Biscayne 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Mr. Nixon: 

A modeat, brilllant Indian from Wisconsin, by the name of 
obert L. Bennett, has given effective dedicated service 

to the Indian popul•tion of the United States. 

l had occasion to observe the effective activities of Mr. 
Bennett when be and I ~oth resided in AbeTdeen, South 
Dakota and he served the Sioux and other tribes in that 
vicinity. It was interesting to note that Mr. Bennett is 
equally familiar with the Reservations on the West Coaat. 

This gentl man is eminently qualified and I strongly urge 
th reappointment of Robert L. Bennett as Commi•aionor of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Yours very truly, 

Fred Roesch 
Vice Preatdent 
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IN REPLY REFER TO, 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Tribal Operations 

PORTLAND AREA OFFIC E 

POST OFFICE BO X 3785 

PORTLA ND , ORE GON 97208 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Attention: Tr i bal Operations 

Sir: 

JAN 13 1969 

Attached is Spokane Tribal Business Council Resolution 1968- 188 

recommending retention of Mr. Robert Bennett as Commissione r of 

Indian Affairs under the new administration, 

Enclosure 

\ 

;;;;1/);// ~ ­~1d4,, 
Assistant Area Director 

(Community Services) 

' I 
I 
I 
I . . . 

' . c_ 
::c,. . ;z: 

c..n 

-
t..i, 
N ., 
::&: ... 
er» 
(..C> 



RESOLUTION 

R[CEIVrn 
8 U ri . 0 F i IHJ ! AH A FF A ! q S 

'IA S!ll!:GTOl-l , 0 . C. 

Spokane / CJ(p<i' -/gg 

Wherea s , the mo st important offi ce in any United States President's 
administration~ fr om the Indians ' point of v i ew , is the office of 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 

Whereas , the present Commissioner Robert Benne tt received his 
app o i ntment not be cause o f any parfyaffiliation but because he is 
an Ameri c an I ndian, an enrolled member of an Indian tribe and he had 
a record as a skilled and dedicated admini s trator within the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and 

Whereas , the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to 
funct i on as an a gency throu gh which the United Sta tes Government can 
fu l fill its obligations to the Indian c iti zens of the United State s 
and, conversely~ through whi ch the vari ous tribes can maintain their 
ex i stence an d their function as quasi-soverei gn entities serving the 
needs of their tribal members, and 

Whereas, it is a disastrous course from the point of view of 
Indians t ha t the offi ce of the Co mmi ss ioner of Indian Affairs should 
a gain •become a partisan or patrona ge offi ce to be shifted and changed 
with the coming of each new politi ca l administration, and 

Where as , the mu ch lamented and cri t icized pendulum swings of Indian 
policy that have plagued Indian tribes an d the administrati on of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brou gh t to in end 
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian 
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the 
United States and its Indian pe ople, and 

Whereas , Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities 
with great dedi cati on and effec t ivene ss and has fairly represented 
t he best interests of both the Indi~n people and the United States, 
now !I therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVE D: That the Spokane Tribe of Indians does hereby 
u r gent l y re commend that the forthcoming administration of president ­
ele c t Ri chard Ni xon retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett 
as an--rnciian co lleague who in admini stering the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs ha s fun ctione d and will coninue to function not as a 
politi cal app ointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the 



other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitab ly an<l 
effi c iently fulfill the needs and the resp onsibi l ities of both the 
Indian people and their government, the Unite d States of America, 
in hi s admini s trati on of Indian Affairs. 

CERTIFI CATION 

The foregoing was duly enac ted by the Sp okane 
Tribal Business Coun c il on December / _~. , 1968 
by a vote of ._-'3 for and D ar;ainst under 
authority c ontained in Art1cfe VII, Se ct ion 1 o f 
the Constitution of the Spokane Tribe o f the 
Sp okane Reservation ratified by the Spokane Ind i an s 
on May 12, 1951 and approved by the Commi ss i oner o f 
Indian Affair s on June 2 7 , 19 51. 

Alex Snen..rood, Chairman 
Spokane Tribal Co unci l 



Governing Board 1968-69 

DOUGLAS L. EDWARDS, President 
MARY LEE COUNCIL. Vice President 
BEVERLY F. SATER , Secretary 
PETER J. VERDIN, Treasurer 

Board of Directors 

JOSEPH M. MORGAN 
STELLA M. YOUNG 
HENRY W. CLARK 
WILFRED M. GODING 
HENRY ALBERT 

ALASKA ST A TE SOCIETY Past Presidents 
GEORGE SUNDBORG 
RONALD McVICKAR 
DR. JOHN C. REED 
JOSEPH M. MORGAN 

1963-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-63 

1619 New Hampshire Avenue , N. W., Washington, D. C. 20009 

13 January 1969 

Dear Member; 

The many citizena and friends of Alaska who will be in the 
Nation's Capitol for Inaugural events are invited to a hospitality 
social and reception in the Senate Appropriations Comnittee Room 1114, 
New Senate Office Building between the hours of 2 and 7 p.m., Monday, 
20 January 1969. 

Refreshments will be served continually and those otherwise 
occupied, too timid to brave the crowd or the cold, or simply desirous 
of reminiscing in the fellowship of Alaskans will have color 'IV to 
assist in watching the Inaugural Parade and other events. 

Governor Walter Hickel, Senator Ted Stevens, Senator Mike Gravel, 
and Representative Howard Pollock expect to be present for a reception 
in their honor at 5 p.m., following the Inaugural Parade. All Alaskans 
and friends are cordially invited. 

Sincerely yours, 

9:},,,~i '-1~ l 
Dougla~: L. Edwards 
President 

P.S. Enclosed for your use is the latest Society membership roster. 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in joining the Alaska 
State Society, please contact Mrs. Beverly Sater or Mrs. Evelyn Hayman 
for a membership application. 

DLE/bfs 
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THE ATCH I SON , TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY SYSTEM /R_~ 

INDUSTR IAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

80 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD , CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

G. W. COX 
V ICE PRESIDENT 

January 13, 1969 

523 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Having had the pleasure of meeting you at the 20th 
Annual Governors 1 Interstate Indian Council in Reno, Nevada, 
in October, 1967, and having a rea l interest in the e conomic 
and industrial development of the various Indian reserva tions 
along our line, I am very hopeful that the chan ge of adminis­
trat i on will not bring about a polit i cal change in your Depart­
ment. 

We would like very much to see Gordon Evans retained 
as Chief of Branch of Industrial Development, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, as it is my view that it is extremely important to 
keep the continuity of economic and industr ial development. 
As a matter of fact, i t i s my view that the continuity of the 
Bureau s hould be maintained, and I am hopeful that it will 
not be disturbed. 

With warm regards and best wishes, I am 

Yours very truly, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU"OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHTNGTON, D. C. 20242 

OFFICE OF ROBERT L. BENNETT 
THE COMMISSIONER 

RLB : 

1/14/69 
5:00 P M 

Bill Keeler called from Bartlesville. Said 
Ben Reifel had called him yesterday outlining 
his efiol"ts on your behalf, and telling him he 
had made a pitch to Hiekel for your retention. 

Hickel told Reifel he knew Keeler, who had 
been working on .some deal in Alaska, and 
that Reifel should pa.s-s on any ideas be had 
to Keeler. 

Keeler says he had previot1sly wired Hickel, 
and had spoken to several other people, re 
kee ping you ott and maintaining the status 
quo. He thinks the chances il!i~ pretty good. 

He says that if you need, oio want to get in 
touch with him for any r eason, to call him. 
He ' s at Bartlesville . 

ewp 

INTERI OR, HAS KEL L PRESS, t 1 • 68•256•2500 



IN REPLY REFER TO, 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Tribal Operations 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
PORTLAND ARE A OFFI C E 

POST OFFICE BO X 3785 

PORTLAND, OREGON 972 0 8 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

At tention: Tribal Operations 

Sir: 

JAN 14 1969 

Attached are copies of Kalispel Re solution No . 69-10, and 

Coeur d 'Alene Resolution No. 84(69) requesting President-Elect 

Nixon to retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs . 

Enclosures 

Assistant Area Director 
(Community Services) 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

in any United States President's 
of view, ~s the office of 

I 

I 

Whereas, the present Commissioner Robert Benn~tt received his 
appointment not because of any party affiliation but because he is 
an American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indi r n Tribe and he had 
a record as a skilled and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and . 

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to 
I function As an agency through which the United States Government can 
I fulfill its obligations to the Indian citizens of

1 
the United States 

and, conversely, through which the various tribes can maintain their 
existence and their function as quasi~sovereign entities serving the 
needs of their tribal members, and 

Whereas it is a disastrous course from the point of view of 
Indians that the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should 
again become a partisari or patronage office to ~e shifted and changed 
with the corning of each new political administration, and 

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian 
policy that have plagued Indian tribes and the administration of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an end 
so that there will be a uniformly eyolving policy on which the Indian 
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the 
United States and its Indian people, and 

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities 
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented 
the best interests of both the Indian people and the United States, 
now, therefore, ! 

; 

. 
BE IT RESOLVED: That the Coeur d'Alene Tribe of Indians does 

hereby urgently recommend that the forthcoming administration of president· 
elect Richard Nixon retain Robert llennettas Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett 
as an Indian colleague who in administering the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has functioned and will continue to function not as a 
polit ical appointee committed to the philosophy .of one party or. the 



other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and 
efficiently fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both the 
Indian people and their government, the United States of America, 
in his administration of lndian Affairs. / 

NOTED: 

I 
CERTIFICATION i 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the 
Coeur d'Alene Tribal Council at a meeting 
held at the Coeur d'Alene Sub-Agency _on l 
December 12. , 1968, .'."~th the · required ' q1-;1orum 
present, ~vote of · ~ for and __c_afainst. 

((..,:'J j , ·-4· t:· ✓ C- {z{ ,r-z ,;, C 
Chairman 

' ~JL,) ~- j_,.. _,J ~ ~ecretary : · 
., 
• ' 

~- . . 

'=f~ #.~;"supe-rint.endent 
Northern Idaho Agency 
December 30, 1968 · · 

1· 
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Whereas , the most importan t offi ce 
administration, from the Indians .' point 
Co mmis sioner of Indian Affairs, and 

in any United States President's 
of view, is the office of 

I 

Whereas, the present Commissi oner Robert Bennett received his 
appointment not because of any party affil iation but because he is 
an Ameri can Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian Tribe and he had 
a record as a skilled and dedicated administrator l within the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and ! 

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to 
function as an agency through which the United States Government can 

, fulfill its obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States 
and, conversely, through which the various tribes can maintain their 
existence anq their function as quasi-s overei gn entities serving the 
needs of their tribal members, and 

Whereas it is a disastrous course fr om the point of view of 
Indians that the office of the Commis sioner of Indian Affairs should 
again become a partisari or patron age off ice to ~e shifted and changed 
with the coming of each new polit i cal administr~tion, and 

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian 
policy that have plagued Indi an tribes and the administration of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for manj de c ade s should be brought to an end 
so that there will be a uni f ormly eyolving policy on which the Indian 
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the 
United States and its Indian people, and 

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve 
as Commissioner of Indian Affa irs, has fulfilled his responsibilities 
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented 
the best interests of both the Indian people and the United States, 
now , therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Coeur d'Alene Tribe of Indians does 
hereby urgently recommend that the forthcoming administration of president· 
ele ct Richard Nixon retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Iridian 
Affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett 
as an Indian colleague who in administering the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has fun ctioned and will continue to function not as a 
political appointee .committed to the philosophy ,of one party or. the 



I 

othet but as a respected Indian leader who will ~quitably and 
efficiently fulfill the needs and the . responsibilities of both the 
Indian people and their government, the United States of America, 
in his administration of Indian Affairs. 1 

NOTED: 

CERTIFICATION 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the 
Coeur d'Alene Tribal Council at a meetipg 
held at the Coeur d'Alene Sub-Agency on 
December 12 , 1968, .w~th the required q~orum 
present, 'Syavote of · ~ for and ,., a1ga1nst. 

- J..- 1 . 
I . /r ( . . 

lt<✓•-1, , £ ·::::ti e:· ✓ C- -.Z< ,<::Z ·S:" 
Chairman 1 

c7 ·. . tf!:?._. ,I_ II • __) 

~~~cretaTy 

.,,,..,; ··-- . ~ · 

'=1~-#.~~Sup-e-rintendent 
Northern Idaho Agency · 
December 30, 1968 · 

. . -, 
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Kalispel {.., 9- / {) 

R E S O L U T I O N 

Whereas, the most important office in any U.S. President's adminis­
tration is, from the Indians' point of view, the office of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, and 

Where as , the present Commissioner Robert Bennett received his 
appointmen t not because of any party affiliation but because he is an 
American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian tribe and had a record 
as a skilled and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, and 

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to function 
as an agency through which the United States Government fulfills its 
obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States, and through which 
the various tribes can maintain their existence and their function as 
quasi-sovereign entities serving the needs of the Indian people, and 

Whereas, it is a disastrous course from the point of view of Indians 
that the off ice of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should again become 
a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed with t he coming 
of each new political administrration, and 

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian 
policy that have plagued Indian Tribes and the administration of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an end 
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian 
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of 
the United States and its Indian people, and 

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities with 
great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented the best 
interest s of both the Indian people and the United States, now, 
therefore, 

BE IT RE SOLVED: 

,1 ~ G That t he Kalispel Indian Community does hereby urgently recommend 
1 .-t~ i::: that the forthcoming administration of president elect Richard Nixon 
t\ co ~ retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as a man who 

: < primarily as an Indian dealing in the administration of the Bureau of 
....., ( \ . ~ Indian Affairs has functioned and will continue to function not as a 
~ ' ~ political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the 
~ ' ~ other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and efficiently 
....t \ • s:= fulfill the nee ds and the responsibilities of both the Indian people and 

~ · ~ their government, the United States of America, in his administration 
~ ~ ] of Indian Affa irs. 

~ \ \. ~ ~ CERTIFICATION 
\ . z 

z The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Kalispel Busines s 
Committee at a meeting held at Usk, Washington December 11, 1968 
with the re quired quorum present, by a vote of ~ for and _a__ 
against. 

(2¼1_,,:,.,.~ . ~><"fl<! .. 
hair n /4~~ ec retary 



ltuaugural illnmmittee * 1969 
The Pension Building • 440 G Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20025 

Telephone: Area Code 202 • 386-6501 

FOR RELEASE 

J . WI LLARD MARRIOTT, 
Chairman 

IMMEDIATE 

FRED MORRISON 
Publicity Chai rman 

300 INDIANS IN I NAUGURAL EVENTS 

The "First Americans " will play a leading role in the 

Inaugural Parade and related events, the Presidential Inaugural 

Committee announced today. 

The American Ind i an flbat will follow the New York, Maryland 

and District of Columbia fl oats , which honor the home states of 

the new President and Vi ce Pres ident as well as the Inaugural host, 

the Nation I s Capital. The theme , "Together In Tradition, 
11 

matches 

the Pre sident ial theme and symbolizes the Indians' cultural contri­

b u tion s , hand - in- hand building the American Nat ion along with the 

European, African, Asian a nd other cultural heritages which make up 

it s p eoples. 

At the head of the fl oat, proudly astride a grey horse , will 

be Miss Indian America X.V, Thomasine Ruth Hill, escorted on eithe r 

side by distinguished Indian men,. also on horseback . Miss Hill, a 

21-year - old Crow-Pawnee maiden, i s a pre-law student at Mackinac 

College, Mi chi gan . Her Indian name is Ah-sowa-she-delish -­

translated as "She walks to he r Lodge" and meaning "Everything I. do, 

I do for t he good of my people." 

Acting as her escorts will be Earl Old Person, Chairman o f 

-more -



-2-

the Blackfoot Tribe and President 1of the Affiliated Tribes of 

Northwest Ind~ans, and Donald Deernose of Montana, a Crow Indian, 

Chairman, All - American Indian Days. 

Close behind will be 20 dancers of different tribes, clad 

in the finest traditional costumes and performing on a specially 

designed float. An automobile bearing three I ndian youths, who 

represent Indian America ' s future and symbolize different paths 

of opportunity, will draw the dancers' float. 

And, finally 40 marchers will complete the Indian salute 

to President Richard M. Nixon, Vice President Spiro T. Agnew and 

their Administration. 

After the Parade, an official reception and buffet will be 

given by the Presidential Inaugural Committee for the Indian 

participants and other invited guests. The receiving line will 

include Robert L. Bennett, U. S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 

Miss Indian America XV; and other dignitaries. Mitchell Bush, 

President of the American Indian Society of Washington, D. c., 

will start the pow-wow. The event will take place between 6 :30 -

11:30 p.m. at the Lawyers Club, 18th and H Streets, N. W. 

More than 300 Indians are expected for the Inaugural festi v ities, 

representing the hundred s of tribes, bands and groups across America. 

-more-



Many will attend one or more of the public and "invitation only" 

receptions, galas and other functions of the Inauguration. 

For those unable to watch the Inaugural Parade along the 

parade route, a hospitality room with television will be pro­

vided in the Ebbitt Hotel, 10th and H Streets, N. W., Washington, 

D. C. 

(On the preceding evening, Sunday, January 19, a "Forward 

Together " Command Performance will be given, under the direction 

of bandleader Lionel Hampton. This variety show will include 

Indian musicians Russell "Big Chiefn Moore, the famed trombonist 

with the big name bands: and nThe Chief tones 11
, an All-Indian Variety 

Band from Wisconsin. The time will be 3:00-7:00 p.m. at the 

Washington-Hilton Hotel, 1 91 9 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.; i t is free 

for Indian participants.). 

1/14/69 

I-174 
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ER N EST L. W IL K INSO N 
.J OH N W. C R A GU N 
GLEN A. W IL K INS O N 
R OBERT W. B A R K ER 
ROCCO C . SICI LIA NO 
DON A LD C. GORMLE Y 
CH A RLES A. H O BBS 
AN GELO A . I A D AR OLA 
PAU LS . QUINN 
L EON T. KN A UER 

F R A NCES L. HORN 
R ICHARD A . BAENEN 
.J ERRY C. STRAUS 
HERBERT E. MARKS 
R. RICH A RDS ROL A PP 
RICHARD A . ZIMM ER MAN 
H UGH ..J . YARRINGTON 

WILKINSON, CRAGUN & BARKER 

LAW OFFICES 

January 14, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
6015 Landon Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Dear Bob: 

1616 H STREET, N . W . 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20006 

NATI ONA L 8 -4400 

CABLE ADDRESS : 

" WI LC BAR" 

Here is a copy of a letter received from Harry 
Flemming, Special Assistant to the President-Elect. 

I have been away the past week and have no recent 
information. I wish you would g ive me a ring to let me 
know what the situation is. Perhaps something more can 
be done at this time. 

s~ 

Glen A. Wilkinson 

enc. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

R1cHARD M. N1xoN 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

January 7, 1969 

Gl~n A. Wilkinson, Esquire 
Wilkinson, Cragun & Barker 
1616 H Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Re: Honorable Robert L. Bennett 

Dear Mr. Wilkins on: 

Thank you for your thoughtful recommendation 
for appointment to the new Administration. Your high 
regard for the applicant is particularly meaningful 
to us. 

We want you to know that President-Elect Nixon 
is grateful for your participation in this important 
program and that your views wi 11 be given every consideration. 

Si~cL.ly, .,/'J . . 
~·· ~ r . 

Vt1'14& . -~~ 



ERNEST L. WILKINSON 
JOHN W. CRAGUN 
GLEN A. WILKINSON 
ROBERT W . BARKER 
ROCCO C. SICILIANO 
DONALD C , GORMLEY 
CHARLES A. HOBBS 
ANG ELO A. IADAROLA 
PAULS. QUINN 

WILKINSON, CRAGUN & BARKER 

LAW OFFICES ~ TREET, N . W . 

WASH IN TON , D . C . 20006 

LEON T . KNAU ER 

FRA NCE S L. HORN 
R I CHARD A. BAENEN 
JERR Y C . STRAUS 
HERBERT E. MARKS 
R . RICHARDS ROLAPP 
RICHARD A. ZIMMERMAN 
HUGH J , YARRING TON 

Hon.orab le Walt r J . Hi cli::e l 
eeret ry of tle Inte 1or 

WaaL1n;ton, D.c,. 

Re: Commis ~o - r of~ dim Aff irs 

Deru'l Ar .. Secretary: 

First:, l t us. our oongr tul t1ons on 

NATIONAL 8-4400 

CABLE ADDRESS: 

" WILCBAR" 

your aueee s before the ilt 10 .gh the eventual 
outcome was a forego .be ~o el 1 n, ~ know that it 
.;a& a di .conoe:rt'.in.g e perienoe for you. 

o ·:. Dec .ber 20. 19'6 , . ob L rker of our firm 
sod a lot er to ou on ·eh lf f ~obert • 

B t I r s nt Co:mmi io r ,of India.1 Affair • Ho 
for ded a oopy or a re olut3.on dopted by th 1; t1onal 
Cong~e $ of . rie I~dian tits 968 Convention in 
Omal. urging t e r tetitio or ,Jr .. Bennett 
oione.r of Indian Ai' a1re. 

As .,~ u kr10 , we have re. re n d &veral Indian 
trib s on vari u:s pro •l m. efor tr, D art f th 
Interi r. t C ngre ; th In 1 Gl ·1. Com: on nd. 
t e various ourt • h ve kno 1 Bob ennett c- he 

chtef o e k at the >Outhern Ute Indi n yin 
o . •e have fol ow _ .. 1m thro ghout hi e r and 

l ave a.in d the highe~·t N) pect d ad iiration his 
abilit ,. l' is .ntegrity an ~ is Judic!ous e t is. r 
eonsid 1~ed udg. ent that it would b advi for you to 
!"""ta.in Ar. 8 t ad Comm s ion r of Indi fairs . W 
th: -!G.fOl."'e Ut"gt:t t t you do s .. 

' c n a.ls 
tacts, tat retention 
ide pr n4 appr. v 1 

the U ted Stat~s . 

sure you~ ba ed on pr on l eon­
of Ir,. Be nett would m e 1th 

P ·rtt 11 all Indian eiti en n 
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The Pens ion Bui lding • 440 G Street, N. W. 

Wash ington, D. C. 20025 

Telephone: Area Code 202 • 386-6501 
J. WI LLARD tvl/\R RIOTT, 

C.hcirmen 

ROBERT G . McCU 1'1E, 
Exacuiivo Dir~ci-01 

SPEC IAL GRO UPS f ARTIC IPAT ING CO MMiTf FE 

Rev. Mart in J. Md,la1u :; 

Co- Chairma n I 

i 
Eur! Kenn erly / 

Co-C hai rma n 

Ce lso ~Ac ,.e ;-; e, 

C o-C hairrr,,;ir1 

Re bert L. Bs-n.-,c tt 

Co -Ch ai ~-rr,<Jr> 

Cl 0r-e nce L. To11,1e- s. 

January 16, 1969 

Welcome to Indian par ticipants in the 1969 Inaugural Eveats ! 

In behalf of the Inaugural Committee and the many Indian 
re sidents of the Washington area, I e e',".tend the wa r mest of 
greetings t o all of yon. We hope you enjoy your stay in 
the Nation's Capital as much as Washington appreciates 
your c om ing he 1- e to take pa rt in Inaugural activities. 

Enclosed you will £in cl furthe r inforrnation and suggestions 
to h e lp make your stay in W2, shington a pleasantly 1nemorable 
one. 

I look fonvarcl to seeing all of you at the Indian dinner and 
pow-wow which is scheduled for Monday evening, January 20th. 
It will be held at the Federal Bar Building, 1815 H Street, N. W. 
Dinner will be s e rved at 6:3 0 and the pow-wow will commence 
at 9:00 PM. 

Meamvhile, my best wishes to all of you for a good y ear 1969. 

Sin ce :r-ely yours, 

~r,;; / i} _.£ fi 9r-~ p1/'fc;!)4/;;7 ~0te/2/.__.,-c_,-,!/-p-P 
Robert L. Bennett 
Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs 



Inaugural Qlnmmittrr * 1969 
The Pension Building • 440 G Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20025 

Telephone: Area Code 202 • 386-6501 
J . WILLARD MARRIOTT, 

Chairmen 

ROBERT G. McCUNE, 
Executive Director 

SPECIAL GROUPS PARTICIPATING COMMITTEE-

Rev. Martin J. McManus 

Co-Chairman 

Earl Kennedy 

Co.Chairman 

Celso Moreno 

Co-Chairman 

Robert L. Bennett 

Co-Chairman 

Clarence L. Townes, Jr. 

Executive Di rector 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* * * WHITE HOUSE EAST 
SOUTH SIDE OF 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

STAND 1 

2 Row 

1 Seat 

* * * 

* * * * * * * * * * I N A u G AT ION 

VICE 
ESIDENT 

¥7~ $ ~ 
WASHINGTON, D. C. JANUARY 20, 1969 

HONORED GUEST 

* * * * * * * * 

AMERICAN INDIAN RECEPTION AND BUFFET 

Sponsored by 

The 1969 Inaugural Committee 

Indian Participation 

6:30 P.M. 

Lawyers Club 

1819 H Street, N.W. 

Washington , D. C. 

* * 

January 20, 1969 ... 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

INTER-OFFICE · iRANSMITTAL 
/ INSTRUCTIONS: 1''or us, as transmiJ;<tal. Attach securely t o l!'.ater1al and 1!JS1l t hroueh regular channels. 

D Regular Mail 'flAir Mail 

TO 

FROM 

I] Commissioner. 

0 Area Director 

FOR ATTENTION OF: 

George P. LaVatta 
Portland Area Office 

FJ LE REFERENCE: 

OFo r Inf ormation DFor Action 

IJ Supe rintend e aj__,_ 

□ 

MARK ANY R2TURN CORRES ­
PONDENCE !<' OR A'l'TE! ITION : 

DATE: 

1-17-69 

SUBJECT Dear Bob: Enclosed are copy of three letters for your personal 
[:z -g.. information which I trust will be of assistance to you 

~ _ Z:_ -- and to the Indians. /I~ ·· \ I. 

;J_ _ ~J re 



Honorable Don Samuelson . 
Governor of Idaho 
Baise, Idaho 83702 

Dear Governor Samuel son: 

Admi n1 s trat1 on 

January 7, 1969 

I yJant to thank you for your~new year's greeting which I certainly 
appreciated and for the infonnation for the American Indian paper 
of Nevada. 

Supplementing infonnation given you regarding Co11missioner Bennett 
and his retention as Conmissioner under the President-Elect Nixon, 
enclosed is a copy of a letter to Mr. Wendell E. Smith, President of 
The United States Jaycees. Also enclosed is a resolution just 
received from the Spokane Tribal Council. 

,,._,,..._, 
You wi 11 note on page 3 of the letter to Mr. Smith t took the 
liberty of advising Mr. Artichoker of your interest and endorse­
ment of Comn1ssioner Bennett. 

I sincerely appreciate anything you may do that will help assist in 
the retention of Mr. Bennett as Conmiss1oner. With sincere best 
regards. 

Enclosures 

GPLaVatta:ja ,~ 

l , 

Sincerely yours, 

George P. LaVatta 
Special Assistant 

J 



DON SAMUELSON 

G OVERNOR 

r 

STATE OF IDAHO 

OFFICE UF T Hr: GOVF.r?N OF~ 

BOISE 

Th e Honorable Spiro •r. Agnew 
Vice President-elect 
Office of the Vice President-elect 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear 'l'ed: 

January 15, 1969 

During the course of our t e lephone conversation yesterday, I 
mentioned the Cornrn.i.~,sioncr of lnc1:i. a n Affairs , a Mr . Bennett, who was 
reported to be a full-blooded Ind ia n and a good Republican--the last 
I can't vouch for. However, I have four very good Indian friends in 
the Councils of the various tribes who h ave asked that I do everything 
that I can to encourage Mr . Nixon and the Secretary of the Interior to 
keep Mr . Bennett in the position he now holds. They have told me that 
Mr. Bennett is a full-blooded Indian, that the Indians trust him, and 
that he has done a good job during his · tenure of office. 

'J'h c spoLc,s rnan for this group asked me to contact Mr. Nixon and 
ask if th ey could have a. 15 rninu lc appoinlrncnl with him sometime during 
the 17th to 25th of January whil e they wi ll be in Washington, D.C. to 
participate in the inaugura l festivities. As I stated, 'these people 
are all top people, full-blooded Indians, c e rtainly a minority group, 
and it would be to our new President 's credit if he could find fifteen. 
minute s to visit with them. They are not a demanding group. They are 
very understanding and would only offer their assistance to help him 
with Indian problems in the futur e and r ecommend sound ways to improve 
the conditions of all tribes of the Northwe st, and the entire United 
States . If it i s in your power and you can h e lp in any way to encour­
ag e the President to ~ive them a little time, I would appreciate it. 
I know it is a terrible time to ask, but I also know it would be almost 
impossible for these people to finance another trip to Washington, and 
it would be most h elpful if they could do it at the same time they are 
ther e for the inaugural. 

Their names and tribal affiliations, although they will be rep­
res enting al1 the Tribes in the Northwe st and Alaska, are: Mrs. , Angela 
Bul.Lc r f i c lcl, Shos ho n i ·-·Bannock Tr-ibcs , Idaho; , Mrs. Lucy Covington, 
Colville 'l'ribc , Wc:1shinyLo n; Mr. Ear l Oldpc1:son , Blackfeet 'l'ribc, 
Montana; Mr. Bob Jim, Yakima Tribe, Washington. 

Sincerely, 
-·-, / 

(!., i .. , . _ (\l:.: ... , c:•••:;•:'.., ~ .• : ,, ; '.~/ ( .:.,,,, .• ,.,,..,_4 __ _ 

I Ot)t~ t•s:~~'!UEi~sor~ 
GOVEIWOR 
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STATE OF ID / >.. HO 

DON SAMUC:L!301s 

GOV~R r-.on 

Honorable Walte r J. Hickel 
Secretary o f Interj_or-dc s i g natc 
Departme nt of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Wally: 

BOISE 

Janua ry J. ~-i , 19 69 

The purpose of this letter is to recomme nd th at Mr. Robert L. 
Bennett be retained in his present position as Commissione r of Indian 
Affairs. I have four very good Indian friends who are in the Councils 
of various tribes of. the Northwest who hav e asked that I do everything 
I can to encourage you and President Nixon to keep Mr, Bennet t in th e 
position he now holds. They have told me th a t Mr. Bennett is a f ull­
blooded Indi~n, that the Indians trust him and that he has done a good 
job during his tenure of office. I am also informed that he is a good 
Republican, but this I cannot vouch for_. 

The spokesman for this group has also asked that they be granted 
a 30 minute appointment with you during the period of January 17 - 25. 
They will be in Washington, D.C. during that time to participate in 
the inaugural festj_vities. These peopie are all top people, full-blo od ed 
Indians, - certainly a minority group and I would appreciate it i f you 
could find time to visit with them. They are not a demanding group. 
They are very understanding and would only offer their assistance to 
help with Indian problems in the future. I know this is a terrible time 
to ask but I also know it would be almost impossible for these people 
to finance another trip to Washington. It would be most helpful if they 
could visit with you at the same time they are there for the inaugural. 

Their names and tribal affiliations, although the y will be repre ­
senting all the Tribes in the Northwes t and Alaska, are : Mrs. Angela 
Butterfield, Shoshoni-Bannock Tribes, Idaho; Mrs. Lucy Covington, 
Colville Tribe, Washington; .Mr. Earl Oldperson, Blackfeet Tribe, Mon­
tana; and Mr. Bob Jim, Yakima Tribe, Washington. 

DS:hk 



OFFICE OF THE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

January 17, 1969 

As our association at Interior draws to an end, I want 
you to know that I appreciate and respect the efforts 
you have made on behalf of the American Indian. 

Much has been accomplished in the last few years, and 
it could not be detailed in less than a lengthy booka 
The more obvious benefits of your leadership are seen 
in added jobs, more housing, and better health and 
education for Indians. 

Achievements even more significant are also more 
subtle. They are the renewed trust you have helped 
to instill in the Indians and the much greater measure 
of self-reliance that is growing within theme 

Let us hope that history will judge the last few 
years' efforts as a contribution to real progress for 
the Indian people. I am confident we are on the right 
road and I am proud to have walked that road with youa 

Best wishes and warmest personal regardsa 

Mra Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

January 17, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

You know how I feel about our collaboration -- and your 
work and leadership during these Interior years. It 
has been superb in every way. 

When I leave the building Monday, my heart and my hopes 
will remain here with you who will continue the high 
task of conserving the human and natural resources of 
this country. 

Finally, I thank you for your loyal and selfless dedica­
tion, for the vision you have brought to our common work, 
for your help in shaping the "new conservation." Above 
all, I thank you for your friendship. 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 

Sincerely, 

Secretary of the Interior 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 



Commissioner 

Washington, 

Attention: 

Si r: 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Tribal Operations 

PORTLAND AREA OFF! CE 

POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND , OREGO N 97208 

of Indian Affairs 

D. c. 20242 

Tribal Operations 

JAN 17 1969 
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Attache d are cop i es of Yakima Resolution No. T-31- 69, date d January 

8, t969, recommending retention of Mr. Robert L. Bennett as 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs . This is submitted for your information. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

y_~rc..,qr~ 

Assis ant Area Director 
(Community Services) 



R E S O L U T I O N T-31-69 

WHEREAS, the Yak ma • nd I an Not r on s estab I I shed by tr ai y of Jun , 1855 
bet nth UnlTed Sta s nd ra~ffled by th- Senate In 1859 and recognize a a 
sov gn N tton; and 

\ HERE S, for r th Yaki a Ind Ian Nation h s b n \',Orklng cios ly 
I h pa ad In strat on ior r sou:"<: d velopmsnt, better h Ith an educa Ion, 

bringing In Indus rl s or employment opportun!tl s, to p.otect uni·lng nd ff hlng 
right of ITs bars; and 

WHEREAS, th Y klm Trlba~ Council, which Is th el cted gov rning body of th 
Yak tndhin N tlon, h s h d occasion and oppo, ·runity to work closely !th the 
Honor bl Rob rt L. 13ennett, ' Jssioner of lndlan AH trs, since his ppoln nt; 
and 

EREAS, th et Trtbal Councll f Is and b It vs thats Id Rob rt L. 
nn·tt h s ti ulat d f ctor nd ust fnad progr ss of Amsrlc n Indian In 

ind Iv 1dua f enterpr 1 se, l n br Ing I r.g to beer a iea I ·rh of I no.,! edge and expar I ence 
In Indian AHalrs to Involve so many diverse !ni·er- si-s and i·o aHaken the poien"i'·!a! 
capacity o1 American !ndtans, Including Alaskansp for seif-fmproveiront nd self­
help; and 

WHEREAS, ·,he Yakima Ti-ibal Cc.1incl I furi"he, b i leves that Cammi sionar Bennott 
has ach i e ed deep understand~ ng o 1· the Amero can and I an prob I ems and of ans 
necessary i·o soh•e them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Yakima Tribal Cound ! , meeting in rregula,r 
session on this 8th day of Januai""/ , 1969, a quorum being pr sent, that we doh r-oby 
express our gratitude, confldenc and urges that his talents and kno 9edga be utl l lzed 
so that Federa I and Tri ba I p~ogra rs no~, adm in I si·ered may be ach a eved w f ·i·hout i nterriup­
t ~ on and 1.14thout unnecessary dala / by retaining Robert L. Dennett as Comm1ssfonea"' of 
lndlan Affairs by the change of arlministra"i"lon In January, !969. 

BE eT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop~ es of th 1 s v-eso I u"i* I on be sent ·· o Pres I den -13 d ec'i"., 
RI ch rd M. Nixon., I ncom i ng S .ctei"ory of the I ni"er I on and Congress Iona i d l ega1·es In 
th Senate and House of Repres nta-rlv s o-f the Congress of he Unffted Sta-res. 

DO E ANO DATED on this 8th day of January, 1969 at ·he Yakima Indian gency 11 

Topp n sh, ~·:ash i ngton by the Yak I ma Ti'· ij ba I Cound I by a vote of I ! tor and ~ aga § nst. 

~ ,~ -------
Ya" 1a d ba l Counc 1 I 

ATTEST: 
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In honor of 

The Vice President=Elect of the United States anJ Mrs. Agnew 

The Inaugural Committee 

recrests the honor of ;our presence at a 

Reception 

Sund:Y afternoon, the nineteenth of Janua7 

One thousand nine hundred and six!_i~nine 

five to eight o'clock 

Smithsonian Institution, .Museum of History and Technology 

in the 

Louise Gore 

Charles S. Bresler 

Ci9' of Washington 

Co-Chairmen of the Vice PresiJent-Elect 
Reception Committee 

J. WiJlarJ .Marriott 

Chairman, Inaugural Committee 



The Inaugural Committee 1969 

cREcEption in hono7.. of 

~ht: q}ouE7..no7..1 of thE ~tatE-1-

and 

~ j-u-ciaf fbi1tin9 ui1hEd §ue1-t1-

* 
Sunday afternoon the nineteenth of January 

from two until five o' clocl< 

Sheraton-Par!< Hotel 

in the City of Washington 

* 
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INAUGURAL COMMITTEE 1969 

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT, Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF GOVERNORS 

AND SPECIAL DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

MAJ. GEN. GEORGE OLMSTED, Chairman 

ROBERT W . FLEMING, Co -Chairman 

R . Webster Chamberlin 
Exectttive Vice Chairman 

Lily M . Beauchamp 
Special Assistant to Chairman 

Francis W. Crary 
Exemtive Vice Chai·rman 

John E. Horton 
· Special Advisor to Chairmen 

Justin D. Bowersock, Treasurer 

COMMITTEES 

INVITATIONS 

I. Lee Potter, Chairman 
Mrs. Elmer R. Hipsley, Co-Chairman 

PRESS RELATIONS 

Mrs. Claire L. Chennault, Chairman 
Mrs. E. Edward Cavin, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Hope Ridings Miller, Co-Chairman 
Fred C. Milner, Co-Chairman 

PERSONAL SERVICES 

Robert A. Ladd, Chairman 
J. Louis Smith III, Co-Chairman 
Miss Rose R. Blakely, Co-Chairman 
Miss Mary Widener, Co-Chairman 

MILITARY AIDES 

Lr. Col. Marc C. Moore, USMC, Chairman 

CIVILIAN AIDES 

George Ferris, Jr. , Chairman 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Mrs. Joseph Ives, Jr. , Chairman 

PARKING 

Bruce Alexander, Chairman 

MEDICAL AIDES 

Dr. William H. Cooper, Chairman 

GOVERNORS LUNCHEON 

Hon. Leslie Arends, Chairman 
Mrs. Claire L. Chennault, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Rose Saul Z alles, Co-Chairman 
James N. Juliana, Assistant to 

Chairman 
Mrs. Frank Kilroy, Assistant to 

Chairman 
William Pitts, Assistant to Chairman 

R ECEPTION ARRANGEMENTS 

Fred L. Dixon, Chairman 

MUSIC 

Richard Bales, Chairman 

PROTOCOL 

Hon. Clem Conger, Chairman 

HOSTESSES 
Mrs. George D . Aiken, Chairman 
Mrs. Perkins McGuire, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Charles Bresler, Co -Chairman 
Mrs. Nord Schwiebert, Co -Chairman 
Miss Barbara Spillinger, Co -Chairman 

SECURITY 

Adm. H arold Baker, Chairman 

FLOOR COMMITTEE 

J. Hunter Drum, Chairman 
Stephen Edwards, Co-Chairman 

HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS 

Nord Schwiebert, Chairman 
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6 
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9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississ ippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
N ebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
N ew Mexico 
N ew York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virg inia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
Guam 
Puerto Rico 
American Samoa 
Trust Territory 
Virg in Islands 
District of Columbia 

STATE GOVERNORS 

Governor Albert P. Brewer 
Governor Walter J. Hickel 

Governor Jack R. Williams 
Governor Winthrop Rockefeller 

Governor Ronald Reagan 
Governor John A. love 

Governor John N. Dempsey 
Governor Russell W. Peterson 
Governor Claude R. Kirk, Jr. 

Governor l es ter G . Maddox 
Governor John A. Burns 

Governor D on. Samuelson 
Governor Richard B. Ogilvie 

Governor Edgar D. Whitcomb 
Governor Robert D. Ray 

Governor Robert Docking 
Governor Lou ie B. Nunn 

Governor John J. McKeithen 
Governor Kenneth M. Curtis 

Governor Marvin Mandel 
Governor John A. Volpe 

Represented by Lr. Governor William G . Milliken 
Governor Harold E. leVande r 
Governor Joh n Bell Williams 
Governor W arren E. Hearnes 

Governor Forrest H . Anderson 
Governor Norbert T. Tiemann 

Represented by Honorable James Robertson 
Governor Walter Peterson 

Governor Richard J. Hughes 
Represented by Mr. Robert C. Davidson 

Governor N elson A. Rockefeller 
Governor Robert W . Scott 
Governor William L. Guy 

Governor James A. Rhodes 
Governor Dewey F. Bartlett 

Governor Tom McCall 
Governor Raymond P. Shafer 

Governor Frank Licht 
Governor Robert E. McNair 

Governor Frank Farrar 
Governor Buford Ellington 

Represented by Congressman George H . Mahon 
Governor Calvin l. Rampton 

Governor Deane C. Davis 
Governor Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 

Governor Daniel J . Evans 
Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr. 

Governor Warren P. Knowles 
Governor Stanley K. Hathaway 

Governor Manuel F. l. Guerrero 
Governor Luis A. Ferre 

Honorable Owen S. Aspinall 
Honorable William R. Norwood 
Governor Ralph M. Paiewonsky 

Honorable Walter E. Washington 
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HONORARY VICE CHAIRMEN 

Honorable Meade Alcorn 

Honorable Bertha Atkins 

Honorable Tom Baldridge 

Mr. Ralph E. Becker 

Honorable Ezra Taft Benson 

Honorable Ray C. Bliss 

Mr. Fred J. Borch 

Mr. Lewis T. Breuninger 

Honorable John Bricker 

Honorable Mary Brooks 

Honorable Herbert Brownell, Jr. 

Honorable Wiley T. Buchanan, Jr. 

Honorable Dean Burch 

Mr. Sterling Cole 

Honorable Thomas E. Dewey 

Mrs. C. Douglas Dillon 

Honorable Allen Dulles 

Mrs. Dorothy Elston 

Mr. Edward H. Foley 

Honorable John Clifford Folger 

Honorable Henry H. Fowler 

Honorable Guy George Gabrielson 

Mrs. 0. Max Gardner 

Mr. Thomas M. Goodfellow 

Mr. Werner P. Gullander 

Honorable Leonard W. Hall 

Honorable John D. M. Hamilton 

Honorable George 1. Hart, Jr. 

Honorable George Humphrey 

Mrs. Laddie F. Hutar 

Mr. Howard 1. Jenkins 

Honorable W alter Judd 

Mr. Austin H. Kiplinger 

Mr. Barry T. Leithead 

Honorable John V. Lindsay 

Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Longworth 

Mr. John D. Marsh 

Honorable Neil McElroy 

Honorable Joseph C. McGarraghy 

Mr. Dale Miller 

Honorable William E. Miller 

Honorable Gerald D. Morgan 

Honorable Thruston Morton 

Mr. Francis W. Pershing 

Lt. Gen. William W. Quinn 

Honorable Wesley Robertson 

Dr. Henry S. Robinson, Jr. 

Honorable Hugh Scott 

Honorable William W. Scranton 

Honorable Fred Seaton 

Mrs. S. Carl Shank 

Mr. Bernard Shanley 

Honorable Robert E. Smylie 

Honorable John W. Snyder 

Adm. Lewis Strauss 

Honorable Arthur Summerfield 

Honorable A. Burks Summers 

Mr. John W. Warner 

Mr. John C. Whitaker 

Mr. Charles E. Wilkinson 

Mrs. Ellis Yost 

~ IOZ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Colorado River Agency 
Parker, Ari zona 85344 

~- ? ( "' (.A£1.,9 ~ j_l J anuary 22, 1969 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 

Bureau of I ndian Affairs, Washi ngton, D. C. 

Sir: 

IN REPL Y REFER TO : 

Enclosed are two letters: one I received from Wendell E. Smith, 
Pres i dent of the J aycees, and a copy of the letter that Mr . Smith 
sent to Walter Hicke l . 

I realize that the letter of Mr. Smith's i s not as extensive as 
I had initially hope i t would be, but his personal endorsement 
to the Secretary may be of some ass i stance . At least i t is on 
the Uni ted States J aycees stati onery might bear more we i ght even 
though it is not as great as otherwi se I had hoped . 

ohn Arti choker, Jr . 
Superintendent 

Enc l osures 



January 8, 1969 

The Honorable Walter Hickel 
Secretary of the Interior Designate 
Department Gl the Interior 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Mr. S~cretary: 

I would Uk.e to glve my personal endorseme.nt of the re -appointment 
ol Mr. Robert L . Bennett a1 Commissioner of Indian Allaire during 
the upcoming admini$tration. 

I have been in contact with many individuals in sevel'al states, pri ­
marily states with heavy Indian population, and have diacoverod a 
very favorable attitude toward Mr. Bennett as Commissioner of 
Indian Alf ah·•. 

His past service and vast background ln thls area certainly make him 
extremely well qualified to retain his present poeitlon. 1 cei-tainly 
hope you wilt give him your full consideration in your decision, as 
I £eel he will continue to be an asset to our country. and especially 
the Indian populatlon. 

WES:jc 

Sincerely yours, 

Wendell E. Smith 
President 

bee : Mr. J ohn Artichoker; D. C. File 



-r . John A rtichoker 
Parker 
Arizona 83 544 

DearAfr. Artichoker: 

THE UNITED STATES JAYCEES 
AFFILIATED WITH JUNIOR CHAMBER INTERNATIONAL 

HEADQUARTERS • BOX 7 • TULSA . OKLA. 7 4 102 • LUTHER -4 · 2-481 

January 8, 1969 

Thank you very much for your letter of December 20, concerning 
Mr. Robert L . Bennett. I have enclosed a copy of a letter I w rote 
to Walter Hickel, Secretary of the Interior Designate, giving my 
personal endorsement of Mr. Bennett's re - appointment as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

As it is against our By-Laws and Policy for the organization as a whole 
to endorse an individual, I hope my personal endorsement will be 
satisfactory. 

If I can be of any further assistance in this matter, please let me 
know . 

WES:jc 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Wendell E. Smith 
President 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT • BOX 7 • TULSA , OKLAHOMA • 74102 
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RESOLUTION 
✓...,, I, 10411,'0 ,,:;u 

c' . , C)'J • , • 
-P, , the Nez Perce Tnbal Executive Committee has been empowered to act for and §;--

in behalf ~f the Nez Perce Tribe, pursuant to the Revised Constitution and By- f 1~ 

Laws, adopted by the General Council of the Nez Perce Tribe, on May 6, 1961 i <....» 

and approved by the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs on June 27, 1961; ; l"'wl 

md · , ~ 
I W 
I 
I -0 

WHEREAS, because of his outstanding and keen interest in the American : x 
Indian people and the Indian Tribes of.the United States, Mr. : c:,; 
Robert L. Bennett, present Commissioner of Indian Affairs has : c..a 

proven to be of great value towards the said American Indian in 
plann:i.p.g and implementing beneficiaL programs; and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett has endorsed an Indian policy which has 
been well accepted by a great majority of the Indian tribes of 
America; and 

WHEREAS, the Nez Perce Tribe feels that people of Indian descent are more 
receptive and aware-·of the Indian problems and therefore Indian 
leaders should be given consideration to guide Indians in their 
problems to better their economic trend, a Commissioner who is 
sympathetic and understanding to the American Indian, 

NOW, THEREFORE~ BE IT RESOLVED, that the Nez Perce Tribal Executive 
Committee· hereby endorse Robert Lo Bennett to be retained as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and that our Congressional Delega­
tion are urged to act in and for the retainment of Commissioner 
Bennett. · 

RESOLVED, .that copies of this resolution be made available to all concerned, 
including the President of the United States. 

CERTIFICATION 

The foregoing resolution was duly ,adopted by the Nez Perce Tribal Executive 
Committee meeting in regular session January 14, 15, 1969, in 

.. the Tribal Conference Room, Lapwai, Idaho, all members being 
present and voting. . .. 

ATTEST: 
·- . . ~ 

B -....__.___,_,,,,_ 7----£!.- d, )( · 
Ric r A. Halim oon, 

NOTED: 

Bill Bryan, Actin uperintendent 
Northern Idaho Agency 
January 20, 1969 



Mr. o r... nnett 
comm1 at er, ~ u of In en Atteu 
u. • DepQ,rteeat ar Interior 
i951 Const1tuti.on ~enue 

~ , D. C. 20240 

De Dab; 

JAN 2 4 6 

This 1 · to ~r . 1noere e:pp:rec1a.t1.on tor "°u:r 
partiolpation in the Rural 

Of our most prnductiv contcrencee. 

WWV'ines:bJm 
1/23/69 
Rm. 512;, Eict . 3577 FLOC 

ng this one 

Tod Potter, Direoto.r 
Office Of Farm Labor ervice 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 25, 1969 

Dear Mr. Bennett : 

I would naturally have liked the Inauguration 
program in any event, but I am sure you must 
be gratified by what seems to be the universal 
opinion that this was one of the most efficiently 
organized and executed Inaugural programs in 
history. 

I know what a tremendous burden is placed upon 
the Co-Chairman of the Committee on Special Group 
Participation, and I shall always be grateful 
for the time and effort you devoted, far beyond 
the call of duty, to making the event such a 
success. 

With every good wish , 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
6015 Lendan Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Sincerely, 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

January 24, 1969 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

All Employees 

Walter J. Hickel 

I have taken the oath as Secretary and I am dedicated 
to uphold the duties of the office to the utmost of my 
ability. 

I approach the many major tasks ahead with humility 
and pride 1 with confidence and enthusiasm1 and I trust 
you will join me in bringing the work uf the Department 
to its finest hour. With your help, we can achieve that 
goal. 

The job starts now. So let1 s go to work together. 



f 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr . Domingo Montoya 
Chairman, A 11- Indian Pueblo Council 
P . O. Box 262 
Bernalillo, New Mexic o 87004 

Dear Chairman Montoya : 

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and 
encouragement which you have gi ven m e during the uncertain days 
following the change of Administration in January . 

The almost unanimous and spontaneous efforts made by you and t he 
Indian leadership to have me retained as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs was a most gratifying developme nt. I will always treasure the 
many expressions that have bee n made in my behalf. It makes the 
disappointment at not being able to continue as your Commissioner less 
severe and it assures me that I was doing t he things and providing the 
kind of le aders hip that the Indian people wanted . 

My three years as Commissioner of Indian Affairs ha ve been the most 
wonde rful experience of my life , for they put me in contact with so 
many fine people . The courteous and welcome manner in which I was 
rec e ived in Indian country was an insµration to me . You made me feel 
a t home , and in turn I brought back to Washington renewed d e sire to be 
of s e r vice to the Indian people . 

So I le a ve the pos i tion of Commissione r of Indian Affairs not by my 
choice , but a t t he request of the new Administration. In so doing , I 
ext end t o my successor e very good wish for the difficult job ahead . U 
he merits the same kind of support from you that you gave to m e, then 
his job will be made less difficult . 

I intend to kee p up my long association with the Indian people and to 
s e r ve t hem in other capacities . I look to the future , therefore , with 
hope and enthusiasm and to the opportunity of seeing many of my Indian 
friends agai n . 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



... 

BCCO #7148 

Je. u.a.r-y 27, 1969 

_ :r. Domin o o.ntoya 
Cbalrrn , All-Indl ebl Council 
· . o. ox 262 
.B l" ... Mexico 87 . 4 

D r C 

1 ¥ receive t -• All-lttdi hlo Couru:U solution of 
Decem.b r 14, 196 t htch ~ etittone th e ldent to J'eW 
me a, Com.mis aio ! Indian ffai.ra. 

1 deeply a pr-eci te ye, r aur.> ort. 

inc er ly your,, 

(SGJ,) ROSERT L. BENNrET 

Ro rt L . ett 
Com laei oner f In 1an Affair• 

cc : 
Area Director Olson, Albuquerque 
530 
BCCO 

chronn - 100 
mailroom 
Commr Rdg File 

PDevereux:vel 1/9/69 
r/w RLBennett:emh l/Z7/69 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS President-elect Nixon has encouraged the .Indian peopl~ 

to participate in planning their o~n destiny, and 

WHEREAS, the policies and .direction ·of the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs have a crucialt_ effect upon j;he destiny of the Indian people: , 
and 

WHEREAS, the present Co1;lllllissioner, Robert L.Bennet, has made it 
his policy to consult with the Indian people on all ·important matters 

which affect them and to consider and incorporate their advice and 
wishes when ·formul~ting the· Bureau's programs, and has insti gated in _, 

the Pueblo Tribes an earnest desire to assume more responsibility in 

planning for their economic, social and educational programs, and , .· 

:· WHE;REAS, the Pueblos of New Mexico have been extremely satisfied... 

with the leadership p~ovided by Commissioner Bel;Ulett .and with the ... 

policies and programs he has directed, and 

~S, the Pu~blos of New ... M.~?C;ico, during . Commissioner Bennett's 
Commissionership, have made. more progress than .ever before towards 

the goals of full development and opportunity under our American syst-
. ; . . '.•' . . . - . 

em of government, . . . 

NOW, THEREFORE, .BE IT RESOLVED that the All-Indian :Pueblo Council 
• ' ••• ' : • : :- • ;', : ' • - · J ,~_.t . : . ,-.:• . ·,.. ., . • · ,' . . , . . ,· : '.· ": . . . .··. :.- • 

does petition the Pres.i.dent-elec~ .. of .the United State~ in behalf of 

the 19 New_ Mexico Indian. Pu~blos, . ·to retain as his Commissioner of 

Indian; Aff~_i.rs the Honorable .. Robert L. Bennett, and . · 
.. . . . . ~ . . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be distrib-
: . . . . . ~ . . . . . . 

uted to the New Me~ico Congressional delegation; NM State Governor _D. 
• • • · .. ' • ·. • I " • \ 

y 

• .... _ ... · 

Cargo; Commissioner of : Indian Af~~irs; Nat}-_c>n<3:.l _ Co~gress of American --=----, 

Indians, · Washington Office, _Are~ Director, All:m,quer,qu_e .Area .Office and 
•' .. ·,· . ' . . . 

Super,intendent, Uni,ted Pueblos . Agency. 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
-~ , .: . 

This is to certify that the ab_ove . resolution was consider~d and 

adopted at a duly cal],e<i .meeting on Deqember .14, 1968, at Santo Domingo 

Pueblo, the vote being U ~ ,fayqran4 . Q 9pposed with two puebl os absent. 

/" - / ,,,;J .' ; cvdzi-un;,,lg ~nt/4r/ 1; z 
Atte.st

=~r::.e: tt;,, _ .. # Domingo Mont6ya, Chairman , . . 
Secretary. . · i 1 . · · . • 

. ' V 

II .J 





•Ion . ,·;a le er.- ee 
U~ite~ St2tes Senate 
1,.., <>hinc:ton, 1. J . 20510 

; car Sen tor: 

230 1? 
January 9 , 196n 

le8.lin ,'T an d most imuortant In ::, ian or.,. nization i n the country ... 
t olay , has voted overwhelminrly to suuport the continuanc of 

0, 
:c.c 

-qobert L. "J ennett , himself n Onei L In dian , as C:or:1 11 iss oner of 

I ni. an Affa rs . -.,:e hope you ·;ill do all in your poi;er to see t ha t 

h retains t he posi t on of ]ommissioner, for to d te he has m ic 

an outstandin, record ,11,..: _s one of t he fe-v; co missioners who has 

ver hnd the support of the In d ian people . ·. e thin}~ that it s 

re~ rkable t ha t he has ~Jon the r sunport , for there a re so many 

d· fferent tri i es ani r rouns of Indians , with many canflictinr 

nro~lems nn~ many ersonalit es an d inter-tribal jealou~ies t ha t 

it is diff cult to ~et a~ jor t y ouinion on anythin~~ . The fnct 

that t hey c.re behind Mr . Bennett S"Oco.ks etter than "'l.nythinr else 

for h s a ~il t y nJ un derstanlin r an J should be an nsui tat on to 

every Amer can for t he settlinr of t he d fferences that pla~ e us 

t o;::ny . 

-i t h 11 a oo J wishes , 

President Nixon 
cc. Clifford Hansen 

Barry Go:J_dwater 
John Wold 
Will Rogers , Jr. 

Sincerely , 

r inald Dn J GlaJ- s Laub n 

CD 
C 
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= ~m -~ n 
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Hon. Gale McGee 
United States Senate 
wa shing ton, D. C. 2051 O 

Dear Gale: 

January 27, 1969 

We are delighted to hear that you think 
Mr. Bennett has been a fine Commissioner 
and hope, as we do, that In dian wishes will 
be respected and that he will be retained in 
office. 

Thank you for your encouraging letter. 

Sincerely, 

Reginald and Gladys Laubin 
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i ~~~~ LAUBIN 
• dancers and lecturers • featuring the arts of the american indian 

ADDRESS : P. 0. BOX 4, MOOSE, JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING 
83012 

January 28, 1969 

Mr. John Belinda, Executive Director 
National Congress of American Indians 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. o. 20036 

Dear Mr. Belinda: 

We were happy to hear that N.O.A.I. voted over­

whelmingly to support the continuance of Robert Bemnett as Com­

missioner. We thought you might like to see the enclosed copy 

of a letter to President Nixon, We sent similar letters to three 

Senators, so enclose also copies of our replies to their answers, 

which were encouraging. 

Our warmest wishes to you and Vine for the continuance of 

your good work and please remember us to friends in Washington. 

May this be the best year yet for the Indian people. 

Sincerely, 

·n~ld an::-iJP.;t:-P~ 

encls • 

"ONE OF THE FINEST PROGRAMS I HAVE EVER BEEN PRIVILEGED TO ATTEND" 

-- IV11ll«r 'farry, Dance Editor, N. Y. Herald T ribune--
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Hon_. Ri chard M. Nixon 
President of the United States 
The Whi tehouse 
Washingt on, D. o. 

Dear Mr . President: 

830 12 
January 9, 1969 

The Nati onal Congress of Ame1~ice.:n Indians , foremost Indian 

organization in the country to:.-1ay. voted ove:t''Whelmini:;~ ly to supp ort 

the continuance of Robert L. Bennett, hinself an Oneida Indians, as 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Re is one of the few commissioners 

to have the support of the Indian :9eopl e, and this is rer::rarl1.able, 

- for there are so many different tribes and groups of In dians, with 

so many conflicting ~roblems an d i~ter-tribal jealousies, that it 

is diffi cul t to get them to agree on anything . The fact that they 

are behind Mr . Bennett speaks much for his ability and understand-

ing and should be an ins:pi ratlo!l to all American s for the settling 

of the differences that plague us. 

We hope that you feel~ as ,-,•aj r, ·r'i ➔•,r .UJ. •,,_.•..,_-. VtJ' of our Indian citizant 

do, that Mr . Bennett should be r e-appointed as Com.missioner. 

With all go od wishes for success in your great office. 

Si rice :rely , 

Reginald -and Gladys Laubiri 
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Hon. Clifford P. Hansen 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

bear Oliff: 

January 27, 1969 

We are deli ghted to hear that you are keeping 
our endoresment of Bob 3ennett in mind and are 
sure the Indians will appreciat e your support 
in retaining him as Cor:l!!lissi oner. We know of 
no one with better training and experience to 
help his people. · 

Thank you for your encouraging letter. It was 
g ood to see you just before the Holidays an d 
may be compliment you for making the dedi cation 
of our beautiful new court house~such a mem­
orable success. 

Sincerely, 

Reginald and Gladys Laubin 

' ' I 
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Hon. Gale McGee 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 205 10 

:Dear Gale: 

J anuar y 27, 1969 

We are delighted to hear that you think 
Mr. Bennett .has been a fine Commissioner 
and hope, as we do, that Indian wishe s will 
be respected an d that he wil l be retained in 
office. 

Thank you for your encouraging letter. 

· S in c e:re ly, 

Reginald and Gladys Laubin 

i ' 
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Hon. Bairy Goldwater 
United States tenate 
Washington, D. o. 20510 

:Dear Senator: 

Ja.:nu a:ry 27, 1969 

We are delighted to hear that there has baeh 
e .. g!'ea t deal of . interest 8.nd supp ort to 
retain Bob· Benne tt as Commis sioner of Indian 

We appreciate, and f eel sure tha t members of 
the Na tional Congress of Ameri can Indians 
also do, your puiting in a word for him with 
tl1e ne1·r S~cretary of t:h.e I 11 terior. 

Thank you for your encouraging letter~ 

Reginald and Gladys Laubin 



CONFEDERATED TRIBES 
Colville Reservation 

\ D b 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

January 28, 1969 

Enclosed please find a copy of Colville Business Council 
Resolution numbered 1969-20, dated January 9, 1969, concerning Mr. 
George Pierre, a tribal enrolled member, which is self-explanatory. 
The tribal governing body felt it was necessary to reiterate their 
previous action as set forth under Resolution 1963-277, a copy of 
which is also enclosed. The Business Council had no other alternative 
but to take this actiG>n in view of the voluminous news items appearing 
in various newspapers and brochures implying that he is the" Chief" 
of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and currently 
serving in the State Legislature. A recent article also appeared 
indicating that he is a candidate for the high office of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

As set forth in the resolutions, the Business Council is on 
record as not recognizing Mr. George Pierre as Chief of the Colville 
Confederated Tribes; that he is not currently serving in the State of 
Washington Legislature and is in opposition to his appointment as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The resolutions are being forwarded your office for the matter 
of information and files, and we would sincerely appreciate any comments 
and/or suggestions that you may care to offer which would firmly estab­
lish our position on this matter. 

Encloaures 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry Owhi, Executive Secretary 
Colville Business Council 
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R E S O L U T I O N 
1963-277 

WHEREAS, George Pierre, an enrolled member of the Conf~derated Tribes ~ ~ ~ 

LO ~ ✓~ l le Reservation was i nstalled by a small group of Indians as Chief of the Con­
::edcra t=d Tribes, along with two non-Indians who were conferred the ti t les of hon":' 
orary chie f, one to be honorary chief of the Joseph Band o f Nez Perce and the other 
: 0 c, honorary chief of the Moses Band; and 

WHEREAS, nearly every band or tribe of I ndians on the Reservation already has 
its de s i gnated leaders an~ are regarded as chiefs of the band because they were so 
selected before an appropriate meeting of the band for that purpose and these de­
signated are recorgnized as such on the reservation; and . 

WHEREAS, the tribal members of the various bands or tr i be s have a high ~~ ;~ ; 
~e~t' ' ~L ior theLr inoiviciuaL bdnd leaders and view witn disapproval any act by 
othe r s to be accorded chieftainships, honorary or otherwi se, wi thout observing the 
procedures followed throughout Indian history in the selection of tribal chief tains; 
and 

WHEREAS, many tribal members have prote sted against r ecogn:;. u on oi the chief­
.1.ns call ing ceremonies conducted at the Indian encampment grounds at Ne.5pel em, Wash ­
lngcdn, the afternoon of July 6, 1963, and the reby unrightfully assumi ng authority 
no t properly conferred upon chem. 

T EREFORE , BE IT HEl:<.£BY RESOLVED , that we, the Co lville 6us .L,1.:!;; .:;; .:ounc :... -
-:1eed.ng i n Regular Session thi s 11th day of Ju ly, 1963, at the Co l v:z. - le I ndiar. ·_ ..... :, -
-"'g -.., cy , Ne spelem, Wa shington, do hereby go on record as delcaring that the er. r -
i ns callation ceremonies involving George Pierre , helci at the Indian Encampmen -.. 
; rounds at Nespelem t he afternoon of July 6, 1963, was no t offi cially aucnor iz ~· 
;::,y ::hf' various bands and that the Business Counci 1' s decision i s tha:: the ins t~::. .. -
;. ,:.i :;. r. ceremonies did not car ry with it the color o f authcrity necessary for t~ib ,~­
, c .::.ogr,i :ion and therefore the ceremonies were no t: legally sp onsored and because 

.i. -:: Las no force and effect on the tribal membership due to the so-called 
~ ~~ a6onics' lack of validity. 

The foregoing was ctnly enac ted by the Colville Business Counc ::.l by a vote 
··-- f '1)E'_ ~:::.:t Q P._GAINST, unde~ autht.,rity contained i n Ar t :! <: :: ~ \J., Sec~ j o 71 1 ( .3.) o f -

., , ::..- . .. ;:::.on ot the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reserva t i on, ra tified b:· 
Colville Indians on February 26, 1938, and approved by the C~mmi ssioner of Indi ~~ 
nf fairs on April 19, 1938. 

ATTEST: 

SIGNED: HARV.EYiMOSES 
Harvey Moses, Chai rman 
Colville Business Council 
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RESOLUTION 1969-20 

WHEREAS, by virtue of enactment of Colville Business Council Resolution 
1 96 3- 2 77 , the Colville Business Council is on record as not recognizin<J t he s e lf­
i ns t alla tion and self-aggrandizement of Mr. Geor ge Pierre as t he "Chief of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, Washington"; and 

WHEREAS, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation is governed 
~ya body of 14 members of the Colville Business Council, duly elected by the t r ibal 
membership through poll and absentee vote, tribal gover nin-J body of the Colville 
Re servation, which is duly ratified by the tri b al membersh i p and sanctione d b y the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and not glorified and/or governed by any one self-pro­
claimed chief since there are no chiefs on the Colville Reservation; and 

WHEREAS, invariable news. releases are made by Mr. Pierre proclaimin•J that 
he is the Chief of the Colville Confederated Tribes and simultaneously infers by 
printed articles that he is currently serving in the Legi slat u ~e of t he State of 
Washington which is erroneous since he was defeated for his second term; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Pierre is apparently d:n contention for the position of the 
Commissionen~ofnindian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the unidealis tic philosphi:as ;-;of moratorium entertained by Mr. 
Pierre is inconsistent with the general attitude of the tribal membership and the 
tribal governing body as such views will f urthe i:- engulf the American Indian Race 
in a paternalistic nature to which they have been ,mduly subjected to in the 
past; and 

WHEREAS, since the Colville Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
is validly governed by a duly elected Business Council and not by any one "Chief" 
the tribal governing body feels that appropriate action be taken to express their 
opposition to the implication that Mr. Pierre is the Chief of the Colville ·con­
federated Tribes and register their opposition to the appointment of Mr. George 
Pierre as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that we, the Colville Bus iness Co;mcil, meeting 
in REGULAR Session at the Colville Indian Subagency, Nespelem, Washington, acting 
for and in behalf of the Colville Confederated Tribes this 9~ day of J ANUARY, 1969, 
do hereby reiterate our previous council action as set for th un:ier said Resolution 
.. sc:::---1 : 7 l.,y redeclaring that Mr. George Pierre is not recognized as t he "Chief oi.' 
t · •·: Cc.1-:'eaerated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, Washington, and any implication 
made ther eto by said self-proclamation is without validity ·anct/or due respect. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reserva­
tion is hereby on record as being unanimously in objection to the appointment of Mr. 
George Pierre as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and be it 



Page Two · 1969-20 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be tra.-i.smitted 
forth to the Honorable Secretary of the Interior and appropriate members of the 
United States Congress for the matter of record and ready reference. 

The foregoing was duly enacted by the Colville Business Council by a vote 
of 11 FOR; 0 AGAINST, under authority contained in Article v, Section 1 (a) of the 
Constitutio~ of the Conf eder ted Tribe@ 0£ the Colville Reservation, ratifie d by 
the Colville Indians on February 26, 1938 and approved by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs on April 19, 1938. 

ATTEST: 

Corrected Copy 
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AIWL HE.AIRS MR. ARCHIE LACOOTE THOMAS WHITE HAVf.K 

Our third lecture-discussion of On Monday January 20 the 
this season featured fassa.ma.quoddy South Dakota Board of Pardons 
CAP Director Archie LaCoote who was and Paroles recommended a 3-
concise and straight to the point. month stay .. of execution- to 
First point: The Passamaquoddy Tribe Governor Frank Ferrar in the 
is suing Massachusetts for $150 mil- case of Thoma~ White Hawk._ 
lion plus total rights to the two He had been sentenced to die 

=- ··-Pa s sama quoddy Reser vatr ons 1 h- hTu.}rre;-~1n 'tfie e ecft l"'ic'l}tta i r on-F-eb-- ~-=-= 
which was once part of Massachus~tts . ruary 7 for the rifle slaying 
In 1820 1vJaine became a separate . of a Vermillion jeweler in 
state but disregarded the Passarna-:- "d..967 -wn:eii-: Thomas was 19. 
quoddy Tribal Treaty with Massachu- This stay allots time for a 
setts, which still has the respon- po~t.:.conviction hearing when 
sibiltty of seeing that the Treaty new evidence will be present-
rights are adhered toa ed by a psychologist and a 
Second Point: "Q.uoddy Moes", a com- psychiatrist from the famed 
mercial shoe firm, is under fire M~nninger Clinic in Topeka. 
from the Pa·ssa.maquoddies for lift- In Gerald Vizenor' s 1968 re-
ing the nickname "·-luoddy" with no port on the White Hawk case 
recognition of the tribe. · it was revealed that only 

AIVJL NOTE: lvla.ny people are of the slight attention had been 
impression that this firm hires given to this aspect of 
and benefits Passarnaq_uoddy Indians. Thoi11as rs tragic situation. 
Why not establish a factory on During the two-day hearings 
Passara.aquoddy Reservation with on January 16 and 17 before 
suitable arrangements for all, the Board , some 30 witnesses 

_ "Chief Q,uo.9:9:.1-"? wer e.. heard, half of whom__were _ 
Thir d point: A housing project of Indianso White Hawk appeared 
of 1957 construction has not with- in a 4 hour testimony. Mr. 
stood wear and tear. The contractor Vizenor informed us that two 
for these houses has since ·gone people supported capital pun-
bankrupt. With a source of income., isbment, one a white man and 
such as on-reservation industry, one a half-Indian rnan. 
renovation of houses would be pos- We cannot rest until the 
sible . In 1965 the per capita annual death sentence is officially 
i.nco.r11e was $438.00.. coill!n.uted for Tho.mas. 

Correspondence can be addressed to All efforts for his defense 
--~~--,-,\"

1lr...--A-x>-e-hi-ec.<.c.b ae-oo-t-e , - Exec • ·Dire-et a F-"" - a-r-e-;,-zyei"rt-g- c ao-rctlnat-e-d -by~ ~ - = 
CAP Box 131 Bishop Lyman Ogilby, at 220 
Princeton, Nhlne 04668 18th Street, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota 57104. 

THE NEVv .AD11IlUSTRATION 

Even though ivlr. Nixon was Vice­
President under the Termination 
President , we prefer to stress our 
new President's identity as Quaker. 
The Friends have always been our 
good friends . 

But as for Secretary Hickel, we 
were part of the army objecting to 
his appointment • .AIWL members sent 

-telegrams to Senator Javits ob­
jecting to Mr . Hickel because we 
felt that his Alaskan record indi­
cated that his interests were not 
to the best interests of Indians. 
Now it's a matter of watchful wait­
ing. Conservationi sts and prest.Un­
ably Congress think so, too. 

k ith regard to possible ad­
ministrative changes in Indian 
affairs, we join with the 
National Congress of American 
Indians and other organizations 
in urging the retention of Iv1r. 
Robert L. Bennett as Commis­
sioner of Indian Affairs. He 
has made a good hard fight for 
Indian self-help and self-im­
provement programs, and he has 
directed atterition to Indian 
organizations, off-reservation 
Indians, and non-BIA tribes as 
no other commissioner .has. 

And rnos t important of al 1, 
he 1 s Indian. 
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ALVTN JOSEPHY JR. HITS CHANNEL 13'S HISTORY LESSON 

With his permission, we herewith partially quote f~om recent ·ob­
jections .made by Alvin Josephy Jr. to ~hannel iJ WNDT-TV segment 
on The History of Lati.q ,America 'w ·• ch was shown on January 4. 

" - - prepared by you as a teaching aid. The references by mem­
bers of the faculty to the Christianizing of California In­
dians by the Spanish missionaries were 1llisleading and poor 
history because they did not tell the whole story and, in ad­
dition, reflected ' a point ot view that is patently ethno- . 
centric and racisto 

The missionaries were hailed without qualification for the 
immense number of Indians they "converted" in a short period 
·of time. This is - a lily-white European-based point of view 
that overlooks the question of what right the •missionaries 
had '.~ i:.o_ coerce so many people into giving up their own- re- · 
ligious beliefs for those of conquerors, and ignores com- · 
pletely tne full picture of the 1nethods and results of that 
coerced "conversion": the repression, regimentation, and 
punishments of the Indians; the assistance given the mission­
aries by troops; the destruction of Indian social and reli­
gious systems, Indian cultures, Indian family institutions; 
the introduction of epidemics; the extermination of tribes; 
the separation of far:1ilies and the mixing of groups with ·dif­
ferent backgrounds, languages and cultures; the destruction 
of lives; and finally, as an end result, the abandonment of 
thousands of· decultured, leaderless, economically and poli­
tically helpless people, bereft of instutitions by which they 
might defend themselves, in the path of the hordes of gold 
miners who ca1i1e to California after- 1848. 
- - - The profe3sors at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo who participated in the program are of an ilk who for 
too long have . been teaching Aw.erican his_tory without Illaking 
known the role or contributions of Ataerican Indians to that 

,. 

--history ; - - - I cannot oe quiet when you add to the gre~a--,---,~ -~=-==----
har1t1 that has be ~m done by a long tradition of misrepresenting 

. the Indian in . .ttiilerican history.'! 

l,lOVIE ITEMS 

Calling all "image" fighters! 
Universal is going to filake a movie 
out of Mark Twain's unfinished 
"Indians" s-tory which was in- t-he · 
December 20 l..if e Magazine. Find 
it,read· it,weep - and ·then provide 

1 Commissioner Bennett with lots of 
mail expressing objections. This 
could be the most monstrous Indian 
i.m.age @)vie yet. Address Coiamis­
sioner Robert Bennett,rlureau of In­
dian Affairs,Washingt"on,D.C.20242. 
He can ii.lake more points if he has 
plenty..,, ot;.. maiJ:--.- :.H.ls-o w;t!:i:-t-e to- Un-i-- -
versal International Public Rela­
tions, 445 Par~ Ave.,~.Y.c. 10022. 

Regarding another forthcolliing 
movie ".H.. lv1an Galled Horse" accord­
ing to what we've been told it 
would 1nore correctly be titled "A 
Man Called Cheap". BBC went on a 
special trip to the Mexico loca­
ti.on set to track down the story 
about the 111iserable salaries paid 
to the Sioux actors. If you can 
supply us with first-hand facts we 
will write about it. BBC is in­
terested because the movie ts 
headed up by excellent British 
stars~ 

( 2) 

CALIFORNIA ENROLIJi.IBNT 

' ;~·ite for application forms 
and instrQctions to .Area Direc­
tor, .r3ureaµ of L.di an Affairs, 
Sacramento Area Oi'fice, 2800 
Cottage Way, Sacramento, -C.alif. 
95825, if you believe you are 
eligible to share in two awards 
totaling $30 .million in land 
claims funds. Co1upleted appli­
cations must be on file in the 
Sacrau1ento office by September 
22, 1969 • . 

The eligible tribes ·are not 
-defined, but if your . Indian back 
ground originated in California 
you might qualify. 

Possible eligibility includes 
those L .;.dians: 
1. Whose nari1e or th.e name of a 

_ lineal or collateral relative 
appears on any of the . approved 
rolls heretofore prepared under 
the Act of i.flay 18, 1928 (45 Stat. 
602) and its amendments. 
2. Who can establish lineal or 
collateral relationship to an 
I. .. dian who resided ·in Califor­
nia on Jw1e 1, 1852. 
J. \J.,.o were born on or before 
and -were liv!bng on Sept.21,1968. 
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Inaugural illnmmitt.r.r * 1Y6Y 
The Pension Building • 440 G Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20025 

Telephone: Area Code 202 • 386-6501 
J. WILLARD MARRIOTT, 

Choirmon 

ROBERT G. McCUNE, 
Executive Di rector 

SP ECI AL GROUPS PA RTICIPATING COMMITTEE 

Rev . Mart in J. McMan us 

Co-C hairma r, 

Earl Kenned y 

Co-Chai rr.,a n 

Celso More no 

Co-Chairman 

Robert L. Bennett 

Co-Chairman 

Clarence L. Townes, Jr. 

Exec utive Director 

NEWS NEWS NEWS I MMEDIATE 

AMERICAN I NDIAN PARTICIPATION 

Chief a mon g the 11 f i r s t Americans II t a k i ng p ar t in 1969 

I naugural activi ties i s Commi ss i one r o f Indian Affairs 

Robert L . Bennett, a n Oneida f rom Wi s c on s in . He i s 

co - chairman o f the Special Groups di v i s i on of the 

1969 I naugural Commi ttee . 

Bennett g rew up on a reserva tion, has s e r ved a s chi ef 

fede r al executive for I ndians s i nce 1966 . His career, 

which includes a Worl d War II stint with t h e Marine s 

and a law deg ree ea rned p a rt -time , ha s been almos t 

exc l usiv e l y in the servi c e o f Indians. Four years in 

Alas ka and s everal in the Dakota s, Col o rado and Ari zona , 

ma k e h i m a natural t o repres ent the cros s-country Americ a n 

Indian population a t t hi s year' s I n a ugural ceremonie s a nd 

p relimi nary festi v ities. 

11 I 1 m o n l y the chief -- don' t f o rget the Indians," Benne tt 

says with the t winkl i n g humor t nat charac terizes his l ea der ­

shi p role with the Spec ial Gr oups division of the Inaugura l 

Commi t tee a s wel l as h i s role as Commi ss i oner of Indian Affa irs . 



The Indians t o whom he refers are the other major part icipant s 

in Inaugural events . They are converging on Washing ton from 

point s as far north a s Thlinget, Alaska and as far south as 

the Florida everglades. 

Probab ly the prettiest one of all is Mi ss Indian America, 

Thomasine Hill, a pre - law student at Mackinac College, Michigan . 

A Crow-Pawnee, she will ride a gra y horse in the Inaugural Parade. 

Another prominent Indian who has been help ing behind the scenes 

to aid the Indian contingent for the Inaugural celebrations is 

W. W. Kee l er of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, president of Phillips 

Petroleum Company . 

Including pop music artists, including the internat ionally famous 

trombonist, "Big Chief" Russell Moore, and the Chieftones from 

Wisconsin will be featured at a pre-inaugural jazz festival 

Sunday, January 1 9 at the Washington- Hilton Hotel. 

American Indians have been g i ven a place of high distinction in 

the Inaugural Parade . Following the floats o f New York , Maryland 

a n d the District o f Columb ia -- honoring the President, the Vice ­

President, and the Inaugura~ host city -- will be the float rep ­

re senting the fir st Americans. Mi ss Indian America, in c eremonial 

buckskin dress and a stride a s tallion , will precede the float, 

escorted by Earl Ol d Person, chairman of the Blackfeet Tribe of 

Montana and Dona ld Deernose, President of the All - Amer i can Indian 

Da ys Pageant in Sheridan, Wyoming . 

- more -



Twenty Indians (including dancers ) on the float and forty 

additional Indian marchers will complete the Indian contingent 

in the Parade. 

In addition to participating in the general series of event s 

Inauguration Day and the day before, most of the Indian v i s i to r s 

as well as Indian residents of the Wa shington area will at t end 

an Indian dinner and pow-wow Inauguration Night. It will be hel d 

in the Federal Bar Association Building ballroom, 1815 "H" St re et , 

N. W. Washington, D. C. 

Indians taking part in the Inaugural Parade will be: Angela 

Butterfield, Pocatello, Idaho; Lucy Covington, Nespelem, Wash i ngton; 

Frank Cucumbe r , Washington, D. C.; Donald Deernose, Lodge Grass , 

Montana; Dennis Greybear, Fort Yates, North Dakota; Perry Ho rse , 

Alexandria, Virginia; Walter Jackson, Cherokee, N. C., Avery Lewi s , 

Pasadena, Md; Daniel Lopez, Ft. Lee, Va.; others are Solomon Mccomb s , 

Arlington, Va; Ernest Maribel, Nambe, N. M.; Edgar Montathchi, 

Greenbelt, Md.; Ned Nayatewai Polacca, Arizona; Barney Old Coyote, 

Bowie, M~; Virgil Poafpybitty, Washington, D. C.; Doyle Red Cloud, 

Kicking Horse, Montana; William Reeves, Rockville, Md.; Georgiann 
. 

Robinson, Bartlesville, Okla.; Paschal Sherman, Washington, D. C.; 

John Shopteese, Silver Springs, Md.; Marti Thomas, Omaha, Nebr.; 

Watson Totus, Toppeni sh, Wash.; Linda Tsonetokoy, Greenbelt, Md.; 

John Washee, Concho, Okla.; Mary Whirlwind Soldier, Arlington, Va. 



Febru ry 10, 1969 

v/~ 
~/~ Hon. Walter J. Hickel z. Secret ry of the Interior 

Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r ' . . 
• ~ .. ; - I,. ' 

,I' ., ~ ., "t • 

-..).I-.... "! r-'.. • . . ..~ ~· . - ,,,,,_, ..... 

;;;, t:D 
C: 0:, 

:l!:~ 

s-....-. ~o 
::;: -,, ::0 zz~, - c,,-,0 

c:> -l::: fl1 ,.... o::;< 
N 

z...._ ,-:i - l> ·::J 

==- 0 '"'"1 

7710 ..x :} l> - XI en 
ir-0 

,.,, 

There is att ched hereto a resolution adopted at a called session of the 
Muskogee Area N tional Congress of American lndians at the Trade 
Winds Motel, Muskogee, Oklahoma, on February 7 • 1969. 

This resolution expresses the views of thie body, and it is forwarded 
to you for your consideration and favorable cti~ 

Sincerely yours, 

~ Hampton Ander on 
Muskogee Are R egional Vice-President 

c: 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
Area Director, Muskogee Area Office, BIA 
Area Director, Hnadarko Area Office, BIA 
Muskogee Area Regional Vice-President, NCAI 



HAMPTO N \YI. ANDERS ON 
MUSKOGE;E AR!"A REGIONAL YlCE.PlH:SIDrnT 

31\16 N. GLrnOAKS DRIVE: 

MlDIVEST CITY, OKLAHOMA 73110 

(405) 7 32-0034 

RESOLUTION 

· RECEII/EO 
BUR . OF INOIAN AFFA!"S 

WA SH!N GTON, 0. C. 

Fm · 12 lO 12 AH '69 

JAMES M. COX 
ANADARKO AR(A REGIONA L YlCE.PfH:S ID(NT 

7710 
3201 $~AD'{:JROOK 

MIDWEST CITY, Ol< l..\HOMA 73 110 

(40~) 732.2934 

WHEREAS, R ob er t L. Bennett, Commis s ione r of Indian· Affairs, h a s initia t e d 
new programs and h as enl arged e x i s ting pro g r arn.s and h as attained a hig h 

_ degree of cooperation and coordination among F ede r a l, State and private 
organizations on b e h a lf of the Indian p e ople, and · 

WHEREAS, h e ha s obta ine d the suppor t of C ongressional committees to assist 
India n progr arns , and 

WHEREAS, h e has sought and obtaine d the full suppor_t of Indian l ead e rs in planning 
tribal programs , and 

WHEREAS, under the leade rship of Commissioner Benne tt, the Indian p eople ar e 
advancing mor e than they e ver have b e for e in the history of this country, and 

WHEREAS, the Muskog ee Ar e a of the National Cong ress of American India ns 
firmly believes that this momentum developed py Commissioner B e nne tt should 

_ be carrie d into the new National Administr'ation. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Muskog e e Area of the National 
Congr e ss of American Indians in called session at the Trade Winds Mote l, 
Muskogee, Okl9-homa, this 7th day of February commends Rob_e rt L. Bennett 

. --for his inspiration and leade rship; for his effective operat.ion of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs area offices, and for his inte r e st in the Indian people. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Muskogee Area of the National Congress 
of American Indians goes on record urging the incoming National Administration 
to retain Robert L. Benne tt as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Adopted this 7th day of February 1969 by the following named tribes: Ottawa, 
Peoria, Eastern Shawnee, Miami, Osage, ; Choctaw, .Chickasaw, Cherokee, 
Seminole, Comanche, Abs~ntee Delaware, Sac & Fox, and Kiowa tribes. 

Hampton Anderson, Vice-President 

ATTEST: 

Reeording S e cr'etary 

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMJ:Rlr.Ahl rhlnr Hr.: 



UNITED STATES y-;,:., 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ·~ 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 

OFFICE OF ROBERT L. BENNETT 
THE COMMISSIONER 

RLB: 

11$~ 
2 /11/ 69 

3 :15 

I received a call from Mr. Francis Wakefield, 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, who wanted you to 
have his new address, following, and the following 
message: 

10887 60th Street, S. E. 
Alto, Michigan. 

(He says they have moved to "Centennial Farm" 
in Al to, apparently a suburb of Grand Rapid.) 

The message: He had a call this morning from 
Detroit, from the American Indians--United 
organization, asking him to be a director on the 
Executive Board. In the course of the conversation 
he overheard that you were to be replaced because 
you "belong to the wrong party. 11 On that informa­
tion he called the Minority Leader of the House, 
Gerald Ford, and told him that they (the Indian 
people) want you kept on, and was told, certainly. 
He says he has known Gerry Ford since he was a 
pup. 

Wakefield says his son was with the American 
Indians-United Executive Board, but has resigned, 
and they apparently now want Wakefield, Sr., to 
take his place. He thinks he will accept, as he 
feels the organization is getting off on the wrong 
foot and needs a restraining hand. Said he drafted 
a letter sometime earlier (that his son delivered?) 

to the effect that,¥.,'?.~.s~,h?.~.1';1.,!?,~ .• ro:0ept in office. bJ/(/ 
ewp 
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Mr . Edward Edzards 

Superintendent, Pierre Agency 

Dear Mr . Edzards: 

Tribal Operations 

f EB 1 1 1S69 

This will acknowledge receipt of Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council 
Resolution No . 69-47, adopted January 9, 1969. 

We are taking the liberty of forwarding a copy to Mr. Bennett for 
his personal information, but we trust that the Tribe has sent 
copies to all other persons to whom they wish to convey their 
sentiments. 

Sincerely yours, 

A~~ng Area Director 

cc: 
\ Commissioner of Indian Affairs (w/copy of Res. 69-47) 
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RETAIN ROBERT 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-47 
LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL 

L. BENNETT AS COMMtSSIONER OF tNOf AN AFFAlRS 
l 
: . . . 
• 
' WHEREAS, never before have so ·many people and so many government agencie~ 

and private organizations been interested in Indians; and ; 

WHEREAS, the employees of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Central Office 
and Field, are now engaged consistently in really productive work for 
Indians and among Indians; and 

WHEREAS, never before hes such a start been made as now for the 
substantial and sustained progress of Indians In individual enterprise, 
in bringing industries to reservations, and in concerted effor~s for 
improvement of heatth, education and employment among Indians; and 

WHEREAS, to this ausptcious climate, Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I • : . . . . 

of Indian Affairs, is seen as a contributing and stimulating factor, 
bringing to bear a wealth of knowledge and experience in Indian Affairs to 
Involve so mai I diverse interests and to awaken the potential capacity of 
Indians for self-Improvement and for self-help; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council to 
hereby express our gratitude and confidence In Robert L. Bennett and to 
request that he be retained as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs during 
the next administration. 

CERTIFICATION 

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the lower Brule Sioux 
Tribal Council with quorum present In regular session on January 9, 1969, 
by the affirmative vote of four members with none opposed and none not 
voting. 

·-xttest: 

.~~ 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council 

Kay rneau, Secretary-Treasurer 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Counci I 
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G ERALD R. F ORD 
P'l":J:1 DISTRICT, MICHJCIAN 

~ 

Congrt!,~ of tbt fflnittb &,tatt, 
@ff ice of tbe .fflinoritp 'leaber 

J,ou.ue of l\epre.sentatibt~ 
~bington, 39.C. 20515 

February 12, 1969 

Mr. Francis Wakefield 
10887 60th Street 
Alto, Michigan 

Dear Francis, 

MICHIGAN OFFICE, 

42.!I C.m,un STl'IEET SE. 

zu•usoz 

I regret very much that both I and Frank Meyer were on the teleph011e 
when you called yesterday afternoon. 

I appreciate very UlUCh your recommendation that Robert L. Bennett 
be retained as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

As a member of the House leadership I will be meeting with the 
President and Secretary of Interior Mr. Hickel, and will have the 
opportunity of discussing this matter with the■• 

Warmest personal regards. 

~ 

GRF:mr 
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FRANCIS WAKEFIELD 
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Hon. Robert L. Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Bureau of Indian Affatrs, 
Washington, D. O. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

10887 - 60th St., S. E., Alto, Mich., 49302 

When I called your office early last week I mentione½d to your 
secretary that I had been asked to serve on the executive board of 
the new American Indi ans- United . ~y son, John, resigned at the second 
meeting of the board when he found out that thetemporary chairman and 
two board members had sent telegrams to all the United States Senators 
protesting the appointment of Mr. Hickle as Secretary of the Interior. 
John could not abide this arbitrary action by a scant minority. It 
was strictly against his principles as a member of a democratic society. 

I have read newspaper accounts of a press conference held by this 
or§anization, and even though I discounted much of the account as being 
garbled, to me it borders on irresponsibility and does not truly reflect 
the non- reserva tion Indian viewpoint. 

The a ims of this organization are commendable and the officers are 
young and energetic. They should go far if they were a little more 
conservative. I would be glad to work with them then. As it is I de­
clined to serve on t he ir executive boa rd. 

The inclosed copy of a letter may be of interest to you. 

lifin sa, 



~t;,~~~✓/~ 
CO~ :!:iE~ ON JULIA BUTLER HANSEN 

3D 0JS~'IICT, WASHINGTON APPFlOPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITl'EES: 

<!tongrtt,t, of tbt llnittb &,tattt, 
J!}ouse of l\epresentatibes 
■a~bington, 111).~. 20515 

CHAIRMAN-INTERIOR 
ANO RELATED AGENCIES 

February 17, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

Thank you so much for your letter of February 14 with the 
list of our Washington State students. 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

I am delighted with the work that is going on at the Institute 
of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, and I would appreciate your 
stopping by my office some day to discuss some of the facets 
and a couple of comments from some of the Pueblo leaders. 

Incidentally, it has been a great joy going through your 
schools last week, and I am a little angry to think America 
does not take the proper credit it can for the job we are doing 
in many areas. Of course, a lot more needs to be done and this 
we will discuss very frankly at the hearings, but I did see a 
lot of excellent work. 

With my warmest personal regards, I am, 

Yours most sincerely, 

c::;1 . 
JBH:mvt 

I 
l J 

I/ 
M. C. 



Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Dept of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

PO Box 601 
16241 Ivy St 
Fontana, Calif 92335 
Feb 17, 1969 

There is so much reference on TV, radio and in the press about 
"Minority Groups." Out in this area the reference usually means 
Negroes and Mexican-Americans. With the exception of a Resolution 
recently introduced this session (in Sacramento) urging institutions 
of higher learning to include cultural and historical backgrounds 
of the American Indian, not much else involves uso I have a copy 
of that resolution, and I am greatly concerned. 

I would like to help the young Indian to help himself without being 
pressured or influenced by one of tllneee outside groups. It seems 
important to prevent, if possible, our young Indian people from 
"demonstrating and demanding"' in the same manner as. some other groups. 
While I do not believe there is much likelihood of similar activities 
by Indians, generally, I'd surely like to help out if I can, to ward 
off any unfortunate circumstances. How can I help? 

Right now I am concerned enough that I would consider retiring from 
the Air Force and going to work to help young Indian people. Pay would 
be secondary -- I'd really like to help. May I hear from you? 

I hope you are well and most of all I hope you are permitted to con­
tinue the good program you 1ve started and now have under way. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely 

t~1--d~/ 
(Mrs. Amelia Skye Askew) 



Area Director 

'. EB 1 8 1969 

Memorandum 

To: The Files 

From: Area Dir~ctor 

Subject: Secretary Hickel's visit to Bismarck• North Dakota 

Due to the sudden iilness of my Mother~ I was unable to g-0 to 
Bismarck. North Dakota on February ll, 1969 and be a part of the 
meeting scheduled fo~ the Indian tribal leaders with Secretary 
Hickel . Don Jensen, Assistant Area Director. Economic Development 
attended in my place and the following comments relative to 
Secretary Hickel's meeting with the Indian people are taken from 
his notes . 

The meeting with Secretary Hickel took place on Tuesday , February ll 
from 4:03 p.m. to 4:35 p . m. in Senato?' Young's office in the Federal 
Building in Bismarck. Tribal Chairman Aljoe Agard • Economic Develop• 
ment Specialist Ted Jame1,son and Acting Superintendent Stephens repre­
sented Standing Rock . Vincent Malnour.ie, Tribal Chairman, Ted Bolman, 
and Superintendent Keaton represented Fort Berthold. Apparently due 
to weather conditioru; 1 tribal representatives from .Fort Totten and 
Turtie Mountain were not able to attend; however, Superintendents 
Tomhave and Moxon were there. Dallas Brien, EDA Coordinator for the 
North Dakota tribes, Paul Ewald, Economic Development Specialist from 
Fort Berthold, and Frank Morin, EDA Specialist were in attendance also. 
Robert McKay, Deputy Area Director for the Indian Health Service in 
Aberdeen was present. There were two representatives from the House of 
Representatives of the State of Nor.th Dakota• Lieutenant Governor Larson• 
and UPI writer and local photographer who also attended . 

The Secretary introduced himself and made a few x-emarks . He stated that 
this was his first public meeting away from his office . He then com­
pared the North Dakota situation with Alaska and asked the Indian rep_re .. 
sentatives for their problems . Mr. Agard read a statement repeating 



.. , 

the three main points of President Nixon's Omaha message to NCAI . 
He al.so presented a statement for the record and a resolution from 
the United Tribes of North Dakota requesting that Commissioner Bennett 
continue ◊n as Commissione~. Mr. Agard said • "He is one of us and 
knows our problems and is helping us find solutions .O Mr. Malnourie, 
Chairman of the Three Affiliated Tribes 1 presented a written statement 
and thanked the Secretary for taking the time to visit the group . 
The statement covered education needs • housing 9 availability of funds . 
etc. Mr. Brien explained how the Economic Development Corporation 
was set up . He mentioned it was not only to help Indian communities 
but total communities . He gave the Secretary a map of North Dakota 
indicating that there g-e.re some 16.000 people in the designated communities . 

Mr. Agard introduced Mr. Jamerson who regretted that Martin Holm was not 
het'e because of his Mother's ill.ness and stated the cooperation between 
the Bureau and the Standing Rock Tr..i.Qf:!. •w~s --healthy, wonderful , and 
excellent .. He trace-d the progress of° the Standing Rock Tri:t:ie and 
presented the Secretary with brochures on industry, the honor farm , 
and on subsequent irrigation development . He stated a resolution was 
included in one folder asking that the leasing (oil and gas) minimums 
he lifted . Secretary Hickel asked if this :required legislat ion . 
Mr. Jensen answered that in his opinion $1. 25 per acre could be waived 
without further legislation much as was done at the request of the 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe two years ago . 

Mr. Jamerson went on to talk about cooperation of the tribes with the 
Bureau and other agencies and said that they were on record in requesting 
Commissioner Bennett's 1"etention as Commissioner. nHe is one of us and 
needs to remain to help us with our -programs . " He gave the Secretary a 
telegram from the Sioux and Assinboine urging Bennett's continuance and 
stated that he had had a telephone call from Frank Ducheneaux. Chairman 
of the United Sioux Tribes of South Dakota, asking for .Bennett's retention. 

Senator Burdick came in for part of the meeting and he asked Secretary 
Hickel if he was going to follow the President's message as his policy. 

Dur ing the afternoon press conference , the Secretat"J was asked if he 
plans to retain Robert L. Bennett, present Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 
He was quoted as saying on a 6:00 p.111. newscast , 111 kncn-t that the Indian 
problem is very , very important an4, it wili receive my attention. I know 
Mr. Bennett is a good man but I will have to study the situation and then 
make my decision . I am not down the line that far yet . I am concerned 
about what is best for the Indian people." On the l0:00 o ' clock telecast 
relative to the retention of the Commissioner, Sec:retary Hickel speaking 
in person said he wouldn•t decide yet, that many Indian problems have not 

2 
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been solved in any one administ1"ation and will. not be solved by one 
administration but I want to get it started. He said when I get to 
that problem (1"'eferring to retention) I'll make that decision . He is 
a good man . He's got good support but I won't say now whether I will 
or will not keep him. I'm not that far down the line . 

Mr. Jensen indicated that the meeting was a very fine one, that it 
was positive and that he felt the Indian peopcle who were there made 
a very good impression on Secretary Hickel. The Indian delegates 
were very much impressed with the new Sec~etary . It was unfortunate 
that the other two tribal chairmen could not he there. 

cc: 
WO-Commissioner Bennett 

· · c'd) Martin N. B. Holm 

Area Director 



THE SOLICITOR 

UNITED ST ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

February 20, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

As I leave the Department and close off my career in 
the Government I want you to know that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity to work with you and the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in the advancement of the interests of 
the only native Americans there really are. We have not 
always agreed, of course, but our disagreements have 
been on methodology and not objectives and, of course, 
they have not involved any personal animosity. I want 
to wish you every success and I know that whatever the 
future may hold for you as an official with the Govern­
ment, with a talent for ragtime piano like yours, you'll 
never have to worry about starving. 

With kindest r egards, 

Sincerely, 

Solicitor 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 
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DELLWO, RUDOLF 8 GRANT 

RQ ERT D. DELLWO 

M I T M. RUDOLF 

LLIAM ...J . GRANT 

Rl~HARD ...J. SCHROEDER 

2.~~p 
Mr. Tom Ho ley 
Off i ce of Sec re :ary 
U. S. De partmen t of the I n ter i or 
W s h" n gton, D. C. 202 42 

Dear Tom: 

1016 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SPOKANE , WASHINGTON 99201 

MAOJSON 4 -4 291 

: ...., 
February 25 , l f 6~ 
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about your e-evat i on and appo~n~~-~ ~ by t 1 e new adm:nist ra tion . I t 
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Ri g".t at the time of t he appointment I received a phone cal l from 
Congressman Reifel w· o sai that you had su ggested he call me . t had 
to doD of co urse P with the rentention of Commissioner Bennett , as Com­
missioner. You had told Mr. Reifel that I would know the background 
of George Pierre. As a result of that talk I wrote to W.W. Keeler 
sending him copies of the various tribal resolutions supporting Bob 
Bennett. Enclosed is Keeler's reply. 

Secretary Hickel has let it be known that he will place great reliance 
on the advice of W. w. Keeler. It is therefore encouraging that his 
letter is such an unqualified endorsement of Bob Bennett. 

For your information~ I am ·enclosing copies of the joint resolution 
of the Spokane 0 Kalispel and Coeur d'Alene Tribes as well as my letter 
to the Nixon administration explaining why the tribes are so unanimous 
in their support of Commissioner Bennett. 

Should I get back to Washington I will call on you and you can be sure 
that we ~ill be calling on you frequently t o inform you fully of the 
wishes and programs of your constituents on your old home country. 

Many best wishes. 

RDD:fb 

cc: Con gressman Ben Reifel 
Commissioner Bennett 

Sincerely yours~ 

DELLWO, RUDOLF & GRANT 

By: Robert D. Dellwo 

Area Office , Portland 
Superintendent St. Clair , Lapwai 
Triba~ Councils of Kalispel, Spokane & Coeur d'Alene Tribes 
Superintendent Miller, Coulee Dam 

' I 
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At t:: -e s· gges·cion of Co·1g:;:-essma::. Ben Reifel 9 I am enclos :..::-:g c :.·,::.:::.:; of 
_eso:Jtions from the In ian tribes I rep:esent in which t~ey ~:ge 
t he ~etaining of Robert Bennet~ as Commissioner. I am a::.so e~c : cs~~g 
a copy of a letter by me to the Nixon Adm.:.nis~ration in w-.i ch :.: p o:.nt 
out the need of t he various tribes for a conti uous, pro gre s s: e 
-ndian po icy which will be best met by retaining Mr . Be .net~ . 

You may re call my meeting you at the time of the T2s~ Force h 0~ r~~ 7s 
in Spo~ane in 196i. The result of those meetings was a Tas k :ore s 
Report setting out general goals and objectives. Many of the ~~ ~~f 
have been reached and ac complished under Commissioner Ben~e t ~ 

I think that it is parti cularly significant that substan~:.a l : 
Indian Tribes and organizations are urging the reapp oi~~ -=~t 
Commissioner Bennett. When Philleo I ash, a very popul~~ ~om: 
found it ne cessary to resign and Robert Bennett was a·~-- _·.:e L 
succeed him there was a reac ti on of "wait and see' ·, .::.~'l s·..: . .::-·:_ c::.- :· 
over what was to c ome under Mr. Bennett. A k iLa. u. ~: c __ ~x=- -~et 
over his administration which c ould be dispe:'.. ::..__,c.. :.., ___ , '..,~ __ c:t::. :-.s a:-.6. 
programs that would reestablish trust and c o~~-~ -- _ t ~_ J es I 
represent joined in this f e eling of do:..:'.J·.: c:~-.G. :;._,·, ·---·,·-

Starting with that cloud it is pa t:.culaY::../ -~in~~ - =-~ ~ ~t at 2e~ne ~t 
has not only su.cceeded in totaL.y ··::.s·?e::..:.r...::,; :.·.:. ·o~·.: _-:_ 6:.:.:.·_:. i -.. 
support and confidence of every ~ndian tr :.be &:: 2. oY gc..~ ::. ~:::..-.:i or_ _.,-_-:-··: of. 
These include such diverse group s s ·.:, ... e ·::e::--mL:. c.·.::. :r;i ·c :___-:d T. : .. < :c ::'.. ::..:1a -
tionist fa ctions of the Colvi l:..e Tr:. je. Wi~i s ~.:.. ~ a~ c~~~ou~ - u_ 

s upport, it would be ·o· bly d::._=i cu::: . .-.: to t:r.c.e:rs ·.:c..:.--.'.:'.. ·:1;hy .:... ch r ;·_ ,:; ~:-.:· ::.. 
be made. 

Knol-·Ji:.-.. 2; ·:: : ... 1-•··~ :--..., ~---~_s·~ c..C.mi -LiSt:."' :;..· .... ior: s : ... ,ve, .,.: f-.2 '::..-._:se:1! ·.: ..:- C-:r:t· n:. ~--~-:--:. ·.: ·_j:--. 
wi::J.: ·c.;,.::r _ ·c.o y ~., fo r suggestio-:. ::; a :r_c: a -vi ce, · . .:c s.1 · · . er.,•;:; ·c.ha·.:: , -·~ 
c.e, ,:_::...: ye:.. ca:: fo:A the c ause c= k · epL.g Rc":)12:::- ·.: -:... • .:.~ ... .:;:.r-_ .:,.:·.: a s "- :­
L·_c:. ::.'--· Com.::.ss~oner. 

RDD:fb 
Enc ls. 

DELLWO? UDOLF e:r GR ; r;: 

By : Robe r t D. Ds2:::..::..·. :0 
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DELLWO, RUDOLF S GRANT 

ROBERT D . DELLWO 

KERMIT M. RUDOLF 

WILLIAM .J. GRANT 

RICHARD .J. SCHROEDER 

President-Elect Ri chard M. Nixon 
Hotel Pierre 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Mr. Nixon: 

1016 OLD NATIONAL BANK BU I LOI NG 

SPOK.A]'<E, WAS HI N GTON 992~1 

MADISON 4-4291 

December 13, 1968 

,,.,., 
en 

cc 
c:: 

Re: COMMISSIONE R OF I ND I AN AFFAIRS 
ROB ERT L. BE NN ETT 

o --

..,. 
en 

• c;c 
I am attorney for the Spokane, Coeur d'Alene an<l Kalis pel Indian 
Tribes and have been associated with Indian a f fairs all my life . 
~fy father, D. A. Dellwo, was the organizing spirit behind the 
Flathead Irri gation District in Montana in about' 1915 and served 
,1s its secretary until his dea t h in 1963. My association with the 
Indian people and their tribes has therefore been a clos e and 
continuous thing going back into my boyhood. 

This background is mentioned to qualify me as a person whose opinion 
about the Bureau of Indian Affairs and why Commissioner Robert 
Bennett s hould be retained has some basis. 

Those of us who have been associated with Indian Affairs over such 
a 1 on g period of time know· that the so -cal led "Indian problem" is 
the result of two interacting forces or circumstances. The first 
was the l ong period of time ~xtendin g almost to the present during 
which the Indians and their tribes were so dominated with Federal 
Indian Policy and its administration that their propensities for 
self- government and reliance on themselves and their own tribes 
were not allowed to develop. This is a long sad story of neglect 
and domination. The other negative force that has prevented the 
Indian pe ople and their tribes fr om doing as well as they might 
have done has been the constan,tly fluctuating and changing " Indian 
poli cy" that has plague d both the tribes and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

Until the appointment of Mr. Bennett , the various Commissioners 
have been poli ti cal app oin tees. Often they have had little past 
association with or knowled ge of Indians. The result has beeri that 
in this area of delicate hun1an relations involving our First American 
People, Federal Indian Pol i cy has vaci llated and changed in erratic 
and unpredictable swings t o such a de gree that no one could count 
on any single policy matter being there long enough t o plan on it. 
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One Commissioner would have a policy of granting as many fee titles 
to allotments as possible, leading to the rapid loss of the tribal 
land base. The next Commissioner would take exactly the opposite 
approach. One administration would strain in the direction of 
termination and withdrawal of Indian services. The next would go 
to the opposite extreme. Many other examples could be recited. 

We have a "middle of the roa<l" Indian policy now and one which the 
Indians like and can work with. We should not risk another swing 
to one extreme or the other. This is one of the main reasons why 
Robert Bennett should be retained. Any other choice will be taken 
by the Indian people as a "return to the old changes and turns where 
none of them knew where they stood." 

I was an FBI agent for six years (1942 - 1948) and am well aware of 
the reasons for that Bureau to retain the same director since the 
middle twenties. An agency like the FBI just has to have continuous, 
solid direction and supervision. Its policy must be stable. The 
same is just as true of the Indian Bureau, and for the above reasons 
and many others I won't take the space to list I urge the retention . 
of Commissioner Bennett, 

RDD:fb 

Respectfully yours, 

DELLWO, RUDOLF & GRANT 

By: Robert D. Dellwo 



.... -........... . . ........ JO ii\JT RESOLUTION .~ ...... ... - w ... .. ... ~ 

OF 
KALISPEL, COEUR D'ALENE AND SPOKANE INDIAN TRIBES 

Where as, the most i mp or t ant off ice in any United States President's 
admini s tr ati on is p from t he Indians' point of view, the office of 
Commissioner of Indi an Affairs, and 

Whereas , t he p r e sent Co mmissioner Robert Bennett received his 
appointme n t not because of any pa rfya ffiliation but because he is 
an A~e rican I ndi an, an en ro ll ed member of an Indian Tr i be and he had 
a reco rd as a skilled and dedicate d a dministrator with~n the Bureau of 

Nhe r e as P the purpose of t he Bu reau of Indian Affairs is to function ., 
as an agency through which t he Un i ted States Government can fulfill 
it s obli gations to the Indian cit i zens of the United St ates and, 
conve rs ely , through which the var i ous tribes can maintain their 
e x is tence and their function as quasi-sovereign entities serving the 
ne eds of their tribal members, and 

Whereas, it is a disastrous co urse f rom the point of vi ew of 
Indians th at the office of t he Commissioner of Indian Affairs s h ould 
aga i n become a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed_ 
with the corning of each new political administration, and 

Whereas , the mu ch lamented and criticized pendulu~ swings of Indian 
pol icy that have plagued Indian tribes and the administrat ion of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades shou ld be brought to an end 
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian 
tribes can rely and which ·will further stabilize the relationship of the 
United States and its Indian people, and 

' . 

Whereas , Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled hi s responsibilities 
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented 
t he best interests of both the Indian people and the United States, 
nowP therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Kalispel Indian Community , the Coeur 
d 'Alene Tribe orlri"dians and th-e Snokane Tribe of Indians do hereby 
ur gently recommend that the forthc;min g administration of president­
e l ect Richard Nixon retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian 
Af fairs . 

BE IT fURT I-I ER RESOLVED: That we re co gnize Commissioner Bennet t 
as an Indi an collea gue who in administering the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has functioned and will continue to functi on not as a 
political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the 



ot her but as a respected I nd ian le ader who will equitably and 
efficiently fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both 
the Indian people and their government , the United States of America, 
in his administration of Indian Affairs. 

Dated th i s day of December, 1968. 

THE KALISPEL INDIAN COMMUNITY 

By: 

THE CO EUR D'ALENE TRIBE OF I NDIANS 

By: ({'.;✓ , . ,,,, (/ ( . 5'c c', ~, '-
Oswald George, Chairman 

THE SPOKANE TRIBE OF INDIANS 

By: 

Alex Sherwood, Chairman 

-2-



RESOLUTION 11277-16 

The Tulalip Tribes 

of 

Be It Resolved by The Tulalip Tribes of Hashington, an 

Indian Tribe organized pursuant to the /'.-_ct of June 13, 1934 

(48 Stat - 984) as amended, that Commissioner of Indian Lffairs 

Robert Bennett be retained in that position by virtue of the fact 

that he has done such an otustanding job in that difficult 

assignment, and 

Be It Further Resolved that copies of this resolution be 

sent to this States' Congressional delegation for their inform­

ation and guidance. 

Passed this 1st. day of Harch, 1969, in regular session, 

by a vote of 5 for and O against, 

ATTEST: 

OM L 
/!911n P. Henry, .,, /I / 

ySecretary 



6 March 1969 

The Honorable Spiro T. ~gnew 
Vice President of the United States 
United $tate8 Capitol 
Wahington, D.c. 20042 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

; . 

We are very mueh gratified at the interest you have 
ahown in lndi n Affair as Chairman of the National Council 
on Indian Opportunity. 

During Inauguration week we sought unsucceesful.1.y to 
reach you personally for discu sioo of our problems and 
future. ~e wanted particularly to urge, through you, the 
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r tention of t-1r. Robert L. Bennett aa Commiasioner of 
Indian Affairs in the new Administration. Now we have 
learned from the Governors confer~nce in Washington, D.C. 
last ~eek wt Secretary of the Int rior Hickel doe5 not 
intead, at leaat a 3 of the moment, to reappoint Mr. Bennett. 
The situation therefore h become erltical not only for 

Indiana who aee their progress threatened but lso as to whether the 3ecretary's 
refusal tor &ppoint would e rry out the President 1 3 policy. 

On September 27, 1968 (Congression 1 decord October 9) the Preaid nt said: 
"The right of elf-determination of the Indian p&ople will be respected and their 
participation in planning their own destiny will actively be ncourag d" and 
"I will en ure tbat the Indian people are fully eonault1td before programs under 
which t.qey must live are planned. H Implicit in thi pledge is deference to Indian 
wishe as to who should be their Commis ioner of Indian Affnira, other things 
being equ 1, to plan and carry out programs. 

?-''°re induetria nave been brought on Indian reservations und r Mr. Bennett' 
administration th.-.n under any other. In the private aector there ban awakeniag 
ot interest in Indians mainly becau e the type of progre being made by Indians 
is me ting with uni veraal approval. As !or the Indians the elves they are deing 
more in self-help than at any other time to achieve substantial progre in 
housing, employment, health and education through constructive collaboration with 
the government and private agenciea. We d-0 not want this progress jeopardized 
by appointmeDt of so~ebody else oven though he may be an Indian like Mr. Bennett, 
but with unknown in.nights and inspirational qualities. 

~.ay ~e ask th3t you personally bring to the attention of the PresideQt our 
cieaire for the reappointment of Mr. Bennett in behalf of the Affiliated T:l"ibe of 
Morthwe.at Indian, the 1 tional Congrc:ss of American Indians and virtually all 
concern$d Indians, here and in Alaaka? 

cc: Larl Old Person, President 

Hffiliat d 1ribea of 

Nortbwe t Indiana 

Yours very sincerely, 

Mrs. Angela .Butterfield, &xecutive Director 
Affiliated lribes of Northwest Indiana 

• • =) 
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6 Maroh 1969 

The Honorable Everett M. Dirka.en 
United States 'enate 
Wa sbin~ton, D.C. 20042 

Dear Je.nator Dirk en: 

During In uguration week we sought unsucce••fully to 
reach you pereonally for discus ion of our probleme and 
future. We wanted particularly to urie, through you, the 
retention of Mr. Robert L. Bennett a Commissioner of I~dian 
Aftairu in the new Administration. How we have learn 4 from 
the Governors conference in Washington, D.v. laat week that 
Secretary of the Interior Hiokel does not intend• at lea#t 
aa of the moment, to r eappoint Mr. B nn tt. The ituati011 
therefore ha become critical not only tor Indiana who ee 
th ir progre•• threatened but alao as to wheth•r th Secre-
tary's refusal to r eappoint would carry out the President's 
policy. 

On ~eptember 27, 1968 (Congr asional. Record Ootober 9) 
Thtt President said: '' 'lbe right of self-determination of the IndiaJ!l people will be 
re pect d and their participation in plaMing their own destiny will actively be 
encouraged0 and " l will ~msure thn t the Indian people !Ire :tully consult d before 
programs under whioh tbey mu t live are planned." Implicit in this pledge i 
deference to Indian wiahe~ s to who should be their Commia ioner of Indi~Q 
Affairs, other thing& being equal, to pl n and carry out programs. 

More industries have been brought on Indian reaervations under Mr. Bennett's 
administration than wider any other. In th~ private sector there is an awakening 
of interest in Indiana mainly becauae the type of :p.rogre s bei.ag made by Indiana 
is meeting with universal approval. Aa for the Indians the elv • they are doing 
more in self-help than t any othor tie to achieve sub wmtial progress in 
housing, e111ploymont, health and education through constructive collaboration with 
the government aud priv~te ageneie. We do not want thi~ progres jeopardized 
by appointment of 110 ebGdy else e-ven though he may be an Indian like Mr. Bennett, 
but with unknown insights D.lld inspirational qualities. 

May we ask that you personally bring to the attention of the President our 
desire for tbe reappointment of Mr. Bennett :tn D half of the Affiliated Tribes of 
Northwest Indians, the Aationnl Congress of American Indians and virtually all 
concenaed Indians, here aAd in Ala ka? 

ee: Earl Old Person, President 
Affiliat d Tribes of 

Northweot IndiaQs 

Yours very aincerely, 

Mr. Angela .Butterfield 
~xecutive Director 
Affiliated Tribes o! Northwe t Indiana 



6 March 1969 

The Honorable James A. I:laley 
u. s. Houae of Representativee 
Washington, D.C. 20042 

Dear Mr. Haley: 

It was our plese\tl'e to aee you during Inauguration week 
to Qrge• among other things, the reappointment of Mr. Robert 
L. Bennett as Commisaioner of Indian Affair in the nelt 
Administration. Now we ha~e leara-ed from the Governors 
conferenee in washiogton, o.c. th t as of the moment Secretary 
of the Interior Sickel doee not contemplate reappointing 
Mr. Bennett aa Comndsaioner of Indian Affair$. 

In his policy statement or September 27, 1968 (Congree -
ioaal Record October 9) President Nixon eaid: ~The right 
of sel!•determination of the Indian people will be respected 
and their participation in planning their own destiny will 
actively be encouraged." It ia in coneequenee of this pledge 
that we are urging that you do everything poaeible to reach 
the President personally, or in tbe moat effective manner 

open to you, with our desire that t4r. Bennett be reappoiuted. Hio reappointment 
would aeaure the continuity of the remarkable progress now being made by Indians 
aad for Indians under hie ble le derehip. With clearance and clarification of 
executive authority and linee of communication, if the Bureau of Indian Aft ira 
ia to be reorganized, we are certain that such progress would be greatly ace lerated. 

Further, since we are at a critical period, would it be too much to suggest 
that you have eoll agues on the Interior and Ineular Affairs C(>{lll:Qittee, Republican 
as well as Democratic (if po eible), join with you in urgiag Mr. Bennett's 
reappointment? We la:low this ha been done in the past upon changes of adminis­
tration, for example, by members of committees on veteran affair$ to aeeure 
auceesstully the retention of the incumbent Administrator of Veter~n• Aftaira. 
What we are Stlying i 'by "right of self-determination" Ior self-fulfillment, but 
a question of good government to continue progreaa aeen by all concerned, very 
vividly by the Indians themselves, i6 ale involve~. 

Tbe reappointment of Mr. Bennett i bei.Dg sought by the AffiliateJ Tribes of 
Northweet Indi.ruls, by th~ National C.ongress of Amaric n Indians, and by virtually 
all concerned Indians, here and in Alaskla. 

ce: i'.arl Old Person, President 
Affiliated Tribes of ,iorthwest Indiana 

Youre very sincerely, 

Mre. Angela Butterfield 
Executive Director 
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians 



6 March 1969 

The Honorable Len 13. Jordan 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20042 

Uear Senator Jordan: 

From the recent Governor2 conference in Washington, D.C. 
it wae learned that as of the moment Secretary of the Interior 
Hickel doe not contemplate reappointing Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
as Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs. 

In his policy statement of September 27, 1968 (Congress­
ionu .Record October 9) Preaident Nixon said: "The right 
of self-determina tion of the Indian people will be re pected 
and their participation in planning their own de tiny will 
actively be encouraged." It i s in consequence of this pledge 
that we are uring that you do everything possible to reach 
the President personally, or in the most effective manner 
open to you, with our desire tha t Mr. nnett be r eappointed. 
His reappointment would ass ure the continuity of the remark­
able progrees now being ma.de by Indian and for Indian$ under 

his able leadership. With clearance and clarification of executive authority 
and lines of communica tion , if the Bure u of Indi 11t n Affairs is to be r eorganized, 
we are certain that auch progress would be greatly accelerated. 

Further, since we are at a critical period, would it be too much to suggest 
tha t you have colleague5 on the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, Republican 
as welJ. as Democratic (if possible), join with you in urging Mr. Bennett's 
reappointment? We know this ha s been done in the pas t upon changes of adminis­
tra tion, for example, by membera of committees on veter ans ffairs to s~cure 
successfully the retention of t he incumbent Administra tor of Veterans Affairs . 
What we are saying is by "right of self-determina tionn for self-fulfillment, but 
a question of good government to continue progres s seen by all concerned, very 
vividly by the Indians thems elves, i s also involved. 

The reappointment of Mr. Bennett is being sought by the Affiliated Tribes 
of Northwe·t Indi ana, by the NRtional Congress of American Indians, and by 
virtually all concerned Indiana , here and in Al aska. 

Earl Old Person, President 
Affiliated Tribes of Northwe t 

Indi ans 

Yours very sincerely, 

Mrs. Angela Butterfield 
Executive Director 
Affilia t ed Tribes of North-

west Indiana 



November 1'3, 1968 

Mrs. Angela Butterfield 
Executive Director, Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians 
Star Route 
Pocatello, Idaho 83201 

Dear Mrs. Butterfield: 

I appreciate your very nice letter of October 28 relating to the 
efforts of the Affiliated Tribes of the Northwest to continue my 
tenure as Commissioner of Indian Affairs under the administra­
tion of President-elect Richard M. Nixon. It was very thoughtful 
of the Affiliated Tribes to take this action in my behalf. I hope 
I am worthy of the support which the Indian people are giving 
me . Indian leaders like those connected with the Affiliated 
Tribes and like yourself have been very instrumental in whatever 
success I have enjoyed as Commissioner of Indian Affairs . I 
will forever be in your debt. 

Thanks again for the support and cooperation which has been the 
best. 

Bennett/klm 11/13/68 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
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-l,, ~l.YJJl11i1iattd Cribts of northwest 1ndians 
28 October 1968 

RESIDENT: 
EARL OLD PERSON 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
BLACKFEET TRIBE 
BROWNING , MONTANA 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: 

JAMES ELY 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SALISH ANO KOOTENAI TRIBES 
RONAN, MONTANA 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: 

ROBERT B , JIM 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
YAKIMA TRIBE 
TOPPEN I SH , WASHINGTON 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT: 

ALEX SHERWOOD 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SPOKANE 'l'RIBE 
WELLPINIT, WASHINGTON 

SECRETARY : 

FRANK GEORGE 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
COLVILLE TRIBE 
NESPELEM, WASHINGTON 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY : 

LUCY F , COVINGTON 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
COLVILLE TRIBE 
NESPELEM , WASHINGTON 

TREASURER : 

LYMAN TRAHAN 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES 
ST, IGNATIUS , MONTANA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
ANGELA BUTTERFIELD 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SHOSHONE BANNOCK TRIBES 
FORT HALL, IDAHO 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 
... 

I am taking the liberty of sending you a copy of my l ~ 
most recent letter to Richard M. Nixon asking him to consider 
continuing in office the Honorable Robert La Follette 
Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs and also asking 
him to consider the appointment of Dr. Paschal Sherman to 
the Indian Claims Commission. 

I had the opportunity to discuss these matters both 
with Idaho Congressman George V. Hansen and with Governor 
Samuelson of Idaho and both readily and enthusiastically 
agreed to lend their full support. In addition, I have 
today written to Idaho Senator Len B. Jordan asking that 
he exert every effort on our behalf. 

I received the nicest letter from Hubert H. Humphrey 
in which he said: 11 I am also pleased to note that you 
have high regard for Commissioner Bennett of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. I will certainly call this to the attention 
of the Secretary of the Interior and other appropriate 
officials." 

~~~Jerely yours_:__--

U!Ju;dc- . . 
Angela Butterfield (Mrs.) 
Executive Director 
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest 

Indians 
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THE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF NORTHWEST INDIANS ~ 

In the Fall of 1967, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians. through 
our President, Earl Old Person , wrote to the President of the United States 
strongly urging him to consider Dr. Paschal oherman for appointment to the 
Indian Claima Commission. 

Dr. Sherman's qualifioations and history are briefly stated as follows: 

Dr. PaBchal Sh rman, born December 14, 1895, at Chelan, Washington, is a member 
of the Colville Confederated Tribes, State of Washington, and is well qualified 
to serve as Commissioner on the Indian Claims Commiasion by reaaon of: 

EDUC~TIONi Degr&es held: A.B., A. M., Ph.D., LL.B. and M.P.L. The doctorate 
is from the Catholic University of American, Washington, D.C., and the law degrees 
from Waabineton College of Law of the American University. Washington, D.C. 

PROF~SION AN'J THAINING: He is an active member of the Bar of the State of 
Waahington, admitted to the :ear in 1923, and has acquired the judieial temperament 
and training, through long yfJars of service in the Veterans Administration as an 
attorney-at-la~ since about 1920, dealing with prof~asional and all types of 
people and resolving at the highest administrative level of the Veterans Adminis­
tra ticm policy and problern que tions relating to disability ( die eases and in juries) • 
the relationship of disability to military serviee. the application of VA laws 
and VA policies, the formulation of policies and regulations, and the draft of 
veterans legislation. Latterly, Dr • .Sherman was Vice Chairman and Acting Chairman 
of the Dieability Polioy Board, retiring in 1962. 

KNOWLEDGE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS: Involved in Indian affairs during the whole of 
his adult life, in one way or another generally as consultant, relating to 
policy and legislation. His Ph.D. the ia was "Our Indian Land Law: Its Origin 
a.nd Development". This knowledge would be a decided a set, as a member of the 
Indian Claims Commission. 

ASSOCIATIONS : Member, Washington State Bar Association, American Bar Association, 
Federal Bar Association, National Lawyers Club, Inc. of Washington, D.O., and 
the Kenwood Golf and Country Club, Bethesda, Maryland. Member also of the 
National Congre s ~f American adians• Affiliated Tribes of Northweet Indians, 
and Chairman of the American Indian Civil Liberties Trust. He was Chairman of 
the Subcommitte of the Inaugural Committee for Indian Participation in the 
Inaugural Parade in 1965. Member, Indian Committee, federal Bar Association . 
Trustee, Pacifio Northwest Indian Center, Gonzaga University, Spokane , Washington. 

PARTY AFFIUATION: Hepublican. He wae a candidate of the Republican Party for 
the State of Washington, vdth endoreement b y the Governor and th-e state patronage 
committee• for Commissioner of Indian Affairs upon the change of Administration 
in 19.52. 

LIDAL RESIDENCE: Okanogan, Washington. Washington, D.C. address: Box 708, 
Benjamin Franklin Station, Washington, D.C. 20044. Telephone: DE2-ll06 



28 October 1968 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
Nixon Headquarters 
Willard Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nixon: 

We were pleased and reassured by your statement of policy on 
Indian Affairs in the event of your election to the Presidency. 

At this time before your election and afterwards, we would 
like to have you consider continuing in office the Honorable 
Robert LaFollette Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
We think that by his outstanding record in office he hae the 
qualifications, the resourcefulness lllld the ability to carry 
out your policy and to make the next administration of Indian 
affairs preeminently successful from the standpoint of the 
Indiana as well as the Government. 

We would also like to have you consider at this time the 
appointment of Dr. Paschal Sherman, an attorney and member of the Colville Confed­
erated Tribes, State of Washington, as Commissioner on the Indian Claims Commission. 
There is a vacancy on the Commission to whioh a non-Demoarat must be appointed 
under the law. Dr. Sherman is a Republican and was backed by the Governor and the 
Republican Party of Washington State for Commissioner of Indian Affairs when 
President Eisenhower was elected President. For your information on his background, 
a copy of Dr. Sherman's qualifications and history is attached. 

When Dr. Sherman's availability for the Indian Claims Commission became known, 
quite massive support developed in his favor. To our knowledge the following 
tribes from virtually every part of the United States have come out for him; 
Affiliated Tribes of Nor thwest Indiana (which includes tribes of the atatee of 
Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana and Wyoming); Chippewas of Minnesota; Creeks of 
Oklahoma, Pueblos of New Mexico, Cheyenne-Arapahoes and Natives of Alaska ; a 
111eaningful and significant cross-section of support that should have your most 
serious consideration. 

Congressional members from the states of Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana, 
Wyoming, Nevada, Wisconsin and Minnesota have made recommendations in his favor 
to the White House. All endorsements are on file in the White House or with Chairman 
Macy of the United States Civil Service Commission. 

The Indians of this nation would be honored to have you urge the nomination of a 
qualified attorney of Indian descent, such as Dr. Sherman, to the position of 
Commissioner on the Indian Claims Commission. 

cc: Earl Old Person, President 

cc: Nixon Headquarters, New York 

Respectfully yours, 

Angela Butterfield (Mrs.) 
Executive Director 



29 October 1968 

'!'he Honorable llubert H. Hu phre:, 
Viee PreA-ideat 
United ..-; ta tea ot 4 erica 
~ shinston, ~.c. 2002:l 

Dear l½r. ful pbrey: 

l'bank you ve17 much fnr your kind letter of vetober 2nd 
g the high regard w ha e for our preaen t Comiu iouer 

ttairs. ' obert L. B ott. Knowing how we fffl 
about Mr. nnett, we e-•rteinly hope you will eontinu him 
in office in th~ ev t of yeur eleetion to tho Freeidency. 

At this time before your elect·Ol'l and afterw~rda, we would 
also like te have you co ider tM appointment of Dr. ?a c:hal 
~barman, an ttorDOJ and member of the Colville Confedera ed 
'frib~ , ,Hate of <it.tehington, aa Commissioner on the Indiw:l 
Claims Commission. 'l'here 1a vacancy on the Com iuion to 
which a non-D mocrat mu t be appointed under the law. :>r. 
~b•Jt'Dl9.D i.a a epublican an wa back~d by the Governor and the 

epublican Party of Wa.ehington .Jtate for C · el&1ler of Indian Affair when 
Pre ident Eisenhower w a elected Preaident. For 1our information on his back­
ground, a copy of ;)r . ~borman'a qualificatio .w history i attached • 

. ~hen ..>r • .:;her n•s av- ilability for the Indian ClaiJ.oo C uio became known , 
quite u sive aupport developed in hie favor. To ou.r knowle ae the following 
tribe.a from virtually every part of the United State have come out for him; 
Affiliated '.t"ribu of Northwest Indians (whieb includes tribes of t.be states of 
Idaho, -'8Shi ton, Or 9gon, Montana and '!iyoming); Chippewas of · · nnes:otaJ Cr•ks or 
Oklahoma, Pueblos of New Mexico, Cheyenne-Araapahoca and Natives of Al ka; a 

eaningful and signific~n ~ro section of •up rt that we bope will h ve your 
mot seriou~ consideration. 

ongre eional bers :fr-oo the stat s of ldabo, WaahingtorJ, Or goo, . taaa, 
i ;yooiing, Nevad, • iaoo ain and Minnesota have do rffommen-dations in hi• favor 
to the hi te Hoa •• All &ndorsementtJ are on til in the :;.Jhi te rlo e or wi th Chair­

n · cy of the O'nited ~ tat~s CivU dervice Commi Gi.011e 

'!'he ln.di·na of thi• nation and th~ aokan natives, aloof th.u nati®, 
weul be honored to have you ur e the nomination of~ qualified ttwney of Indian 
~eacent, such~$ Dr. ~horma.n, to the position of CommitJBionttr on th Indian Claims 
C.:ommi.s on. ~ bing you every BUCCe-tts in the election, I am, 

cc: t.:arl Old Person, Pre ideat 
Affiliated Tribe& ot 
tio.rthwe5t Indians 

·1ost reepecttully dd sincerely your■, 

Ang la Butterfield (Mr . ) 
LXecutive Dir ctor 
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The President 
The White Hause 
Washington, D. C. 

Muskogee, Oklahoma 
March 10, 1969 

20501 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Da-Co-Tah Indian Club of Muskogee, Oklahoma, an organization 
composed of womenof Indian descent, for the purpose of first, 
service to the Indian race; second, knowledge for the Indians, 
and third, loyalty to the American Indian, in session on · 
February 24, 1969, voted unanimously to go on record recommending 
and urging you to retain as Commissioner of Indian Affairs -
Mr. Robert L. Bennett. 

We all feel that Mr. Bennett, t<lho is an outstanding Indian, is 
well-qualified in every respect. He understands the Indians, 
and their needs. He has done so much to improve the lives of 
the Indian people through his leadership and the programs he 
has worked out with the Indian leadership that we feel it would 
be most unfortunate if he is not permitted to continue his fine 
works in behalf of the Indian people. 

This recommendation is submitted to you for your most serious 
consideration nnd favorable action. 

Respectfully, 

Box 73 
Muskogee, Oklahoma 74401 

-1.J 
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The President 
The White Hou e 
W shington , D. C. 20501 

Dear Mr . President: 

Marchb ll, l 969 

The embers of the Cherokee ation or Tribe of Okl homa through the 
Executive Co ittee and Cherokee co nity representatives hereby record 
their recommend tion to you that the Honorable Robert L. Bennett be 
retained as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and that his policies on 
Indian affairs be cont i nued . 

It 1s the gener l concensus that dur i ng Mr. Bennett•s adminis t rat ion 
there ha been real understanding of the Indians and of their needs, 
and programs have been i nitiated with support of Indian leadership 
wh i ch tend to make the i ndividuals and roups more self-reliant and 
self-sustaining citizens. 

Your favorable consideration of this ~e¢ommend tion will be deeply 
sppreci ted. 

cc Principal Chief Keeler 
Execut ive Secr etary 
Chairman, Community 
Representatives 

espectfully yours, 

hincip l Chief 



Honorable Wal t er J Hickle 
Secretary of the Inter ior 
Department of t he Interior 
Washington, D, C, 20501 

Dea4 Mr. Secretary : 

March 11 , 1969 

The members of the Cherokee Nation or Tribe of Oklahoma through the 
Executive Coumitt e and Ch rokee community representatives hereby record 
their recommendation to you that the Ronorable Robert L. Bennett be 
retained as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and that his policies on 
Indian affairs be conti nued . 

It is the general concensus th.at during Mr . Bennett's administration 
there bas been real understanding of the Indians and of their needs, 
and programs have been ini t iated with support of Indian leadership 
which tend to make the i ndividuals and groups more self-reliant and 
self-sustaining citizens . 

Your favorable consideration of this re~onmendation will be deeply 
apprec iated. 

cc Principal Chief Keeler 
Executive Secret ary 

Respectfully yours, 

Principal Chief 

Chairman, Community Representatives 



W.W.KEELER 
PRINCIPAL CH I EF 

C HER OKEE NAT I ON 

1118 SO . DEWEY 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74003 

Mr . Robert D. Del lwo 
1016 Old National Bank Building 
Spokane, Washingto n 99201 

Dear Mr. Dellwo : 

February 19, 1969 

Thank you so very much for your letter 
of February 10 . I am delighted to know of your support 
for continuing Robert Bennett as CommissConer of Indi an 
Affairs . I have conta c ted Se c retary of Interi or Hi c kel 
by telephone, wi re and letter urging that Mr . Bennett 
be re l·ai ned as Commissioner. I ce rtainl y hope that 
this wi 11 come to pass . Again, thank you for you r letter. 

Kindes t regards. 

Since rely , 

WWK:AC 



JULIA BUTLER HANSEN 
3D DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 

~ongrt,, of tbt llnittb ~tate, 
rt,ouse of l\epresentatiues 
■a~bington. ;D.~. 20515 

March 14, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Corrnnissioner Bennett: 

COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUSCOMMrrrEES! 

CHAIRMAN-INTERIOR 
AND RELATED AGENCIES 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

Thank you so much for your gracious and cordial letter of 
March 10. 

It was indeed a pleasure to have you before us, and I want 
to express my personal appreciation as well as that of the 
committee for your splendid review of so many facets of the 
total Indian picture. 

I am so happy to have had the opportunity of working with 
you and I trust that I shall continue to have the opportunity. 

I would like also to express my appreciation to you and 
the entire staff of the BIA for the cordiality and courtesy 
extended to me during the trip through the Navaho country. 

With my warmest personal regards, I am, 

JBH:erl 

cc: 

..... -.., 
)lours most sincere1 = 

I / . / ~ 

4-- /~.,. 
Julia Butler Hansen, M. C. 

Evans 

Have you seen Robert Kastenmeier's proposal? If not, 
please advise and I will send you a copy. 
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. . 
FROM THE VICE-CHAIRMAN'S DESK: 

The self-styled militant Indian who took aim at the Bureau of Indian Affairs at 
a recent Senate Committee hearing i~ which the Bureau was labeled Colonialistic and 
a National disgrace is not only militant but ignorant as viewed from a reservation 
area of Indian thinking. We don't know who authorized the self-styled militant In­
dian to appear before the Senate Committee presided over by Senator Edward M. Kennedy. 
This is very unfortunate because of all the tribes in Arizona we are certain that a 
majority do not feel that way about the Indian Bureau. 

Realistically the Indians w·oold have to face it. They need the Indian Bureau 
even though some of them might cuss it out from time to time. 

Indian leaders from a reservation level who are knowledgeable about many Indian 
problems and who have a close working arrangement with Indians will think twice be­
fore going on a rampage against the Indian Bureau or any other bureau for that matter, 

Perhaps it is logical to recommend that whenever any Congressional Committee 
wants any information concerning Indians and other Indian questions the Committee 
should elicit information from tribal leaders on a reservation area for factual and 
more constructive advise on Indian matters. Last year Senator Paul Fannin personally 
visited several Indian Reservatio~s in order to get factual information and other 
data on Indian Education, We think this is the way to get fi~st hand information as 
it comes from Indians direct and to the point. 

Perhaps we Indians from the reservations are at fault for permitting militant 
individuals or groups at random to get ahead of us in spreading misconceptions with­
out actually acquiring Indian thinking and action that is more representative of the 
Indian peo, le. T~ere is a need for unity through a strong organization to represent 
reservation Indians and their leaders to off-set this slanted and simplistic distor­
tions of the actual truths that are often presented by uninformed militant and hot­
headed Indians. 

From another front it appears that the Indians are going to be sailing through 
rough waters towards an unknown port. Some of us who are new in this Indian leader­
ship have been told that under a similar administration in the past the Indians have 
had to fight many changes and terminal policies advocated by the administration. 

Recently, when Secretary Walter Hickel was told by a group of Indians that they 
hoped he would retain Commissioner of Indian Affairs Robert L. Bennet in the same 
capacity, he did not reply. Later when he was ·asked directly he was still evasive. 
We know that a majority of the Arizona rese~vations submitted resolutions asking 
that Mr. Bennet be retained, Naturally, we would inquire What is wrong? Is the 
Secretary 1.gnoring or reversing the statements made by President Nixon on September 
27, 1968, during his campaign? 

In part his statements are as follows: 

1. "The special relationship between the Federal Government and the Indian 
People and the special responsibilities of the Federal Government to the 
Indians will be acknowledged. 

2. The right of self-determination of the Indian people will be respected and 
their participation in planning their own destiny will actively be encouraged." 

The other statements are similar with regard to self-determination decision 
making, increasing authority, and responsibilities over programs affecting them. 
These appear to be clear and understandable. 

But what is wrong Mr. Secretary? Your position so far appears to be that some 
other person will be Commissioner, Yet Mr. Bennett the present Commissioner is ca-



pable and very competent. He has done mor~ for the Indians in leadership and changes 
which has given Indian leadership and the Indians themselves more courage and deter­
mination to advance in the development of their hum.an and natural resources. In fact 
he is a real Indian himself and he understands the Indians and the Inq.ians understand 
him. 

Mr. Secretary, let us not hide behind the bushes. If it is something else such 
as not being a Republican and so ·•forth, please let us face it squarely. 

So far we have not been informed or seen where an Indian has been appointed to 
a responsible position in the present Administration. Maybe our own Honorable 
Gover.nor of Arizona Jack Williams is of a different breed. He has some Indians 
working in various capacities in the State regardless of their political affiliations 
or party. But as for the other, perhaps this is the sort of thing that very often 
is the source of militancy and trouble th~oughout the Country. 

It appears that I have reversed myself on this militant attitude of others but 
actually my personal feeling is that I have presented something constructive which 
needs to be raised for the enlightenment of those concerned. The Indians have 
advanced considerably within the past few years and if they are to cont.inue they 
need to unite more to secure the necessary considerations for further advancement. 

This doesn't necessarily mean that the Indians should resort to odious and 
troublesome movement to secure their need. Our position and approach has never been 
questionable and unpleasant in the past on previous issues and treatments. Inciden• 
tally, no other course is anticipated. All we ask is full consideration for our 
wish and desire to maintain and continue a good program through excellent leadership 
without regard to political party affiliation, color or creed. 

The opinions and expressions which I feel I have been compelled to express do 
not represent the opinions and views of my colleagues on the Colorado River Indian 
Tribal Council at Parker, Arizona. 

/s/ Veronica Homer Murdock 
Vice-Chairman 
Colorado River Indian Tribes 

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------
NOTICEtl!IINOTICEI I 11NOTICEl!i!INOTICEIIIII NOTICEl111 INOTICEIIIIINOTICE!llllNOTICEI 

NORTHERN Yu"MA COUNTY FAIR 

The Northern Yuma Coanty Fa ir is just around the corner. For all of you 
who are interested in the Arts and Crafts Department, you will be happy 
to know, Mrs. Agnes Savilla will be in charge, She has done a wonderful 
job in the past and I know she wi ll again do her best. For additional 
information you may call her at her home. This is a good opportunity to 
get out and show some of your handiwork= We would like to have some help 
in setting up the booth, if some of you would like to help . please let her 
know , I know she will be more than happy to have you help. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
REMINDER! I I I t REMINDER I t t 11 REMINDER! I It I REMINDER t 11 l I REMINDER I I I I I 

As you know the Smoke Signals are due on the 15th of every month. If the 15th falls 
on a Saturday or Sunday it will be out on a Monday. We would like to have all arti­
cles which are to be printed in our office at least 3 days prior to the 15th. 

Tbls issue is a special one and we h~pe we wi}l not have to many for their is a lot 
of -work tnvolved. So please, in the fu t ure, try and rueet the deadline. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

~fd 
Colorado River Agency 
Parker , Ari zona 8 5344 

~ f!'l/P March 24, 1969 

Through : Area Director, Phoenix, Arizona 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir : 

~ 
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--
__ .,,. ___ 

.,'':,/ .,,, 

-Forwarded for your information is a copy of the Parker Pioneer, 
March 6th edition of the local newspaper of Parker, Arizona. 
You will note that Vice Chairman Veronica Murdock of the 
Colorado River Tribal Council has effective y expressed her 
views regarding the Bureau of Indian Affairs and current 
Indian events . 

It is my understanding that she will be sending letters to 
Senators Fannin, Goldwater and Kennedy, and the President of 
the United States regarding her views, wi th a request that 
she be given an opportunity to testify before the Senate Sub­
committee on lndian Affai rs. 

e1:r•~~M 
eendent 

Enclosure 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Tribal Operations 

BCC:0-8282 · 

Mrs. Veronica H. Murdock 
c/o Superintendent, Colorado 

River Agency 
Parker, Arizona 85344 

Dear Mrs. Murdock: 

March 25, 1969 

Secretary Hickel has asked me . to thank you on his behalf for the 
thoughtful article you sent to him concerning Indian affairs. 

You may be assured that your views will be considered as policy 
is developed to assist the American Indian to improve both his 
economic and social well-being. 

Again, your interest is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

- -'-- - ----------------------- --



OFFICE OF THE 

--ASSI S TANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

March 27, 1969 

Bob : 

I know you will be interested in 
the attached, for your private 
i nformat ion. 

The letter has not to my knowledge 
been signed yet by the Secretary . 

Newt Edwards 

Attac$£! t ~~,---

' 

. t.t µ C911._ 
;L,v\;-- ) I 

&,~;._.~~, 
BLUE ENVELOPE -1/U,~ J 
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JNT.E:RIOR IOEP.iti 
STATE OF IDAHO 

OFFICE OF" THE GOVERNOR 

DON SAMUELSON 

GO V ERNOR 

MAR 2 51969 
A6SISTAN7, 
SECffil.TAA~ 

P. ~M.i 

Honorable Walter J. Hickel 
Secretary of Interior 
Washington, D.c .. 

• 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

BOISE Marc h 22, 1969 

' . 

, ·, , 

I have just f i nished my annual I ndian Advisory Council 
Meeting with the five American Indian Tribes that live in Idaho 

' 

and they point out that our good President had made the statement 
that "termination of tribal recognition wi,11 not be a policy 
objective and in no case will {t be imposed without Indian consent . ' 
I have underlined some of the statements that President Nixon made 
and I am sending the full text of his speech so that you will have . 
it available. · 

The Indians are very concerned about Commissioner Bennett 
and want him to remain in the position o f Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. Commissioner Bennett tells me that he is a lifelong 
Republican, he is registered as a Republican in Alaska, and in 
fact contributed to your campaign, and was co-chairman o f one o f 
the Inaugural Committees of Mr . Nixon's Inauguration. He has not 
increased the personnel under his direct jurisdiction in the Indian 
Affairs Department and has plans t o cut the ·personnel by five 
thousand people in the ne xt five years . . He believes that this i s 1 

imperative to good effic i ency in government. 

· Commissioner Bennett attended the meeting here in Boise 
and it was very apparent that the Indians in the Northwest have 
a great deal of confidence and respect for Mr . Bennett . · I 
sincerely urge that every consideration be given to the wishes 
of our real good Indians in the Northwest. I have seen a good 
deal of progress in the two years I have been associated with 
them and feel much of the credit belongs to the leadership o f 
this man and the respect that the Indians have for him. 

Best regards. 
. I 

J 

PS:hk 

CJJ:;;~·· 
DON - SAMUELSON 
GOVERNOR 



nited States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Dear Governor Samuelson: 

I appreciated very much hearing from you following your annual meet­
ing with the Indian Advisory Council representing the five tribes 
living in Idaho. 

Please tell your Indian citizens I am very much in accord with the 
statement on Indian matters made by President Nixon on September 27, 
1968, including the pledge you especially called to my attention on 
Indian consent to any termination of tribal ~ecognition. I am sure 
you will recall my own special interest in the Indian people that the 
President referred to in announcing my appointment as Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Your comment that the Indian people have made a good deal of progress 
in the past two years you have been associated with them is most en­
couraging. I am determined to do all in my power to assure that they 
have a brighter future, but it will most certainly ta..~e the combined 
efforts of the Indians themselves, the help and friendship of their 
non~Indian neighbors, and state and local governments. 

I was particularly interested in the comments you passed , on to me 
that the Indians have a great, .c:Ieal of confidence in and respect for 
Commissioner Bennett and would like to have him continue as Commis­
sioner of Indian Affairs. Such confidence is not easily earned• ·in 
this difficuJ.t work . 

It is very helpful to receive this kind of information and reaction 
from people such as yourself. 

, t,· · 

Honorable Don Samuelson 
Governor 
State of Idaho 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary of the Interior 

NWEdwards:gmrn:3/27/69 

cc: Secretary's Reading File 
LIA ~ 
LM 

. f . 

(2) 

IM- - Newt Edwards (2) 
DCCO S-32209 

, 
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