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REAT SPIRIT: Whose voi¢e | hear in
the winds, and whose breath gives life to all
the world, hear me, | am a man before You,
one of Your many children—I am small and
weak. | need Your strength and wisdom. Let
me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever
behold the red and purple sunset. Make my
hands respect the things You have made; my
ears sharp to hear Your voice. Make me wise,
so that | may know the things You have taught
my people—the lesson, You have hidden in
every leaf and rock. | seek strength, not to be
superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight
my greatest enemy—myself. Make me ever
ready to come to You with clean hands and
straight eyes, so when life fades as a fading
sunset, my spirit may come to You without
shame.

—Tom Whi Clc‘:udd%emjé
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Robert L, Bennett
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs : *= =2
Bureau of Indian Affairs T e 2w
{ 1951 Constitution Ave, N.W. 1
L Washingtdén, D.C. ;WD
3 Coae 3 54
Dear Mr. Bennett, i f;
On Dec. 14, 1968 the Oneida Executive Committee : Eﬁ 2
pas

gssed an important resolution pertaining to the

retention of your position as the Commiseioner of

Indian Affairs. The resolution reads as follows:
" Therefore be it resolved that the members

Nneida Tribé of Indians of

of the

#isconsein would like to rec-

commedd that Robert [.. Bennett be retained as the

Commissioner of Indian #ffairs, so that Federal Govern-

ment programe now administered for the American Indian

Community may be achieved without interruption and

without delay."

7e sincerely hope that you will remain in your
position.

Sincerely,

“Tteo 1/,«,; /::L é},u/kw,

Mre., Amelia Cornelius
Secretary



Inavgural Comunitter » 1964

The Pension Building < 440 G Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20025
Telephone: Area Code 202 - 386-6501

FOR RELEASE

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT,

Chairman SATURDAY AM'S
FRED MORRISON JANUARY 4, 1969
Publicity Chairman

SUGGESTED DRESS FOR INAUGURAL EVENTS

The Protocol Assistant to the Chairman of the Inaugural,
the Hon. Clement E. Conger, has issued the following guide lines
for dress for those who will attend the 1969 Inaugural events.

Mr. Conger, who was the former Deputy Chief of Protocol
of the State Department, listed the suggested dress for use in
the official Inaugural Guide Book soon to be issued by the
Hospitality Committee of the Inaugural.

The Reception for Distinguished Ladies requires street
or afternoon attire, gloves; hats optional.

Young America's Inaugural Salute lists long or short eve-
ning or cocktail dress for the ladies and black tie, business suit
optional for the gentlemen.

The Inaugural All American Gala requires long or short
evening dress, and gloves, for the ladies with black tie or
business suit optional for the gentlemen.

The Governor's Reception lists afternoon or cocktail dress,
gloves, for ladles and business suits for gentlemen.

The Reception Honoring the Vice Presldent-Elect and Mrs.
Agnew will require cocktail dress and gloves for ladies and
business sults for the gentlemen.

- more -:



The Inaugural Concert will require long or short evening
or cocktail dress, gloves for the ladies and black tie, business
suit optional for the men.

Those attending the Official Inauguration Ceremony are
requested to dress warmly, with the Official party wearing
club coat, cutaway optional; striped trousers, four-in-hand
necktie with silver or gray and black stripes:; white shirt with
turndown collar; black or oxford gray outercoat, velvet collar
optional; Homburg; and gray gloves. Street or afternoon attire,
gloves; hats optional for the ladies.

Those attending the Inaugural Parade are asked to wear
warm outdoor clothing.

Guests at the Inaugural Ball will find the ladies wearing
long, formal gowns, long gloves optional, and the gentlemen in

white tie or black tie.

1/2/69



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT

RICHARD M. NIXON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 6, 1969

Mr. Bobert L. Bennett
Bureau Indian Affair
Washington, DC 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

President—Elect Nixon wants you to know that he
appreciates your interest in serving in the new
Administration. Information concerning you has been
received by this Office which is conducting his search
for qualified personnel.

lMir. Nixon has asked me to assure you that your
interest in the new Administration will receive careful

consideration as positions are filled.

Singerely,

S. Flemming
Spechal Assistant
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national council of the churches of ChRIST i e usa

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10027 telephone: 870-2438
ARChUR s. flemming, president R. h. EOWIn €SPy, GENERAL SECRETARY
Janvary 7, 1969

The Homorable Walter Hickle
Department of the Imterior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr., Hickle:

As we face the months and years ahead in American Indian Affairs,
1 and many others are deeply concerned that there be evident the most
enlightened leadership available,

We have read with real care and appreciation President-Elect Nixon's
position statement on Indian affairs. You should know it has received
fairly universal support and approval by those involved im and supportive
of & strong constructive approach to this long standing and vexing
problem, j

Mr. Nixon's statement seems to me to be most comnsistent with the positive
and comstructive program we have seen evolving in recent years, recognized
as such through recent expressions by many of the Indian organizations,
such as the National Congress of American Indians, the N. W. Affiliated
Tribes, the Inter-tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes, the Sioux
Tribes of South Dakota, and many others. The Council on Indian Affairs,
of which I am Chairman, took action in mid-December to recommend similar
action to its constituent membership.

I am of the opinion that in large measure the person responsible for

this program is the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Robert L.
Bennett, an Indian himself and thus a living symbol of recognition and

trust to the entire Indian population to continue and further the

program as outlined by My. Nixon. I can think of no better assurance

than the continuation of Mr. Bemnett as Comsissioner. 1 respectfully ask
that you give positive comsideration to continuing Mr. Benmett as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and thus give assurance to massive numbers
of Indian people, and friends of the Indian cause, that present constructive
programs and movements will continue,

Most respectfully,

E. Russell Carter

m!m Or. david RAMAGE, JR., chaiRman @ Rev. €elizaseth miller, vice chairman

ce} Mr. Richard QWW"G' ovision of christian Life and mission



HOLLYWOOD 6-9601

%%MNAT!ONAL BANK

6225 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD - HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028

ajfﬁfw January 13, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

The enclosed photocopy of a letter from Richard Nixon
was received this morning.

If I can be of help by making additional contacts or
telephone calls, please let me know.

All good wishes,

S}ncerely,
._\} o s, / ‘_\

Fred Roesch s
Vice President e

FR:ET
encl.



. OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT

RicHarp M. Nixon

WasHINGTON, D. C.

January 8, 1969

Mr. Fred Roesch

Vice President

Hollywood National Bank
6225 Hollywood Boulevard
Hollywood, California 90028

Re: Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Dear Mr. Roesch:

Thank you for your thoughtful recommendation
for appointment to the new Administration. Your high
regard for the applicant is particularly meaningful
to us.

We want you to know that President-Elect Nixon
is grateful for your participation in this important
program and that youy/views will be given every consideration.

S. Flemming
Spefial Assistant to the Président-Elect



HOLLYWOOD 6-9601

%WMNA_IWONAL BANK
. HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028
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L
1€ 930

December 26, 1968 i

The Honorable Richard M. Nizon
President-Elect

Key Biscayne

Miami, Florida

B9: Hd 0T |

M e T T T T P,

Dear Mr. Nixon:

A modest, brillisnt Indian from Wisconsin, by the name of
Robert L. Bennett, has given effective dedicated service
to the Indien population of the United States.

I had occasion to observe the effective activities of Mr.,
Bennett when he and I both resided imn Aberdeen, South
Dakota and he served the Sioux and other tribes in that
vieinity. It was interesting to note that Mr. Bennett is
equally familiar with the Reservations on the West Coast.

This gentleman is eminently qualified and I strongly urge
the reappointment of Robert L. Bennett a8 Commissioner of
the Bureau of Indian Affairvs.

Yours very truly,

Fred Roesch
Vice President



Tribal O

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785 =
PORTL AND, OREGON 97208

JAN 13 1969

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Washington, D. C, 20242

Attention: Tribal Operations

Sirs
Attached is Spokane Tribal Business Council Resolution 1968-188

/

recommending retention of Mr, Robert Bennett as Commissioner of

Indian Affairs under the new administration.

ncerely yours

M. alslgeééy//

A331stant Area Director

:::) (Community Services)

Enclosure

S e e cacace

-
IN REPLY REFER TO:

ratiorn

G| hip

RS YR

b3 Hd 2e

AU Eng

A i}
NYIUNI

SYIV4dy |
UELYERET

J 4]

o



spokane_| 96§ /88

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the most important office in any United States President's
administration, from the Indians' point of view, is the office of
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and '

Whereas, the present Commissioner Robert Bennett received his
appointment not because of any partyaffiliation but because he is
an American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian tribe and he had
a record as askilled‘and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to
function as an agency through which the United States Goverament can
fulfill its obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States
and, conversely, through which the various tribes can maintain their
existence and their function as quasi-sovereign entities serving the
needs of their tribal members, and

Whereas, it is a disastrous course from the point of view of
Indians that the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should
again become a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed
with the coming of each new political administration, and

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian
icy that have plagued Indian tribes and the administration of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an ‘end
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the
United States and its Indian people, and

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented
the best interests of both the Indian people and the United States,
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Spokane Tribe of Indians does hereby
urgently recommend that the forthcoming administration of president-
clect Richard Nixon retain Robert Bennett as Comm1551oner of Indian

ffairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett
as an Indian colleague who iIn administering the Bureau of Indian
Affairs has functioned and will coninue to function not as a
political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the




other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and
efficiently fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both the
Indian people and their government, the United States of America,
in his administration of Indian Affairs.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing was duly enacted by the Spokane
Tribal Business Council on December /3., 1968

by a vote of .3 for and o against under
authority contailned in Article VII, Section 1 of
the Constitution of the Spokane Tribe of the
Spokane Reservation ratified by the Spokane Indians
on May 12, 1951 and approved by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs on June 27, 1951,

éZéQAﬁ /giéé&cﬁﬂf%(
Alex Sherwood, Chalrman
Spokane Tribal Council




Governing Board 1968-69

DOUGLAS L. EDWARDS, President
MARY LEE COUNCIL, Vice President
BEVERLY F. SATER, Secretary
PETER J. VERDIN, Treasurer

Board of Directors

JOSEPH M. MORGAN
STELLA M. YOUNG
HENRY W. CLARK
WILFRED M. GODING
HENRY ALBERT

Dear Member;

ALASKA STATE SOCIETY . . ...

GEORGE SUNDBORG
RONALD McVICKAR
DR. JOHN C. REED
JOSEPH M. MORGAN

1963-65
1965-66
1966-67
1967-63

1619 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009

13 January 1969

The many citizens and friends of Alaska who will be in the
Nation's Capitol for Inaugural events are invited to a hospitality
social and reception in the Senate Appropriations Committee Room 1114,
New Senate Office Building between the hours of 2 and 7 p.m,, Monday,
20 January 1969.

Refreshments will be served continually and those otherwise
occupied, too timid to brave the crowd or the cold, or simply desirous
of reminiscing in the fellowship of Alaskans will have color TV to
assist in watching the Inaugural Parade and other events.

Governor Walter Hickel, Senator Ted Stevens, Senator Mike Gravel,
and Representative Howard Pollock expect to be present for a reception
in their honor at 5 p.m., following the Inaugural Parade. All Alaskans
and friends are cordially invited,

Sincerely yours,

4 ¢ Pl 5 s
7 ; it ,:" ;‘i"x //
: A,zew«'@,,é'i& A~ (o dqrr A

Douglag L. Edwards
President

P.S. Enclosed for your use is the latest Society membership roster.
If you know of anyone who might be interested in joining the Alaska
State Society, please contact Mrs. Beverly Sater or Mrs. Evelyn Hayman
for a membership application,

DIE/bfs
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THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY SYSTEM /0? 77
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
80 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604

G.W.COX
VICE PRESIDENT

January 13, 1969

523

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

U. S. Department of Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Having had the pleasure of meeting you at the 20th
Annual Governors' Interstate Indian Council in Reno, Nevada,
in October, 1967, and having a real interest in the economic
and industrial development of the various Indian reservations
along our line, T am very hopeful that the change of adminis-
tration will not bring about a political change in your Depart-
ment.

We would like very much to see Gordon Evans retained
as Chief of Branch of Industrial Development, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, as it is my view that it is extremely important to
keep the continuity of economic and industrial development.

As a matter of fact, it is my view that the continuity of the
Bureau should be maintained, and I am hopeful that it will
not be disturbed.

With warm regards and best wishes, I am

Yours very truly,



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242

OFFICE OF ROBERT L. BENNETT
THE COMMISSIONER

1/14/69
5:00 PM

RLB:

Bill Keeler called from Bartlesville, Said

Benr Reifel had called him yesterday outlining
his efforts on your behalf, and telling him he
had made 2 pitch to Hickel for your retention.

Hickel told Reifel he knew Keeler, who had
been working on some deal in Alaska, and
that Reifel should pass on any ideas he had
to Keeler,

Keeler szys he bad previously wired Hickel,
and had spoken to several cther people, re
keeping you on and maintaining the status
quo., He thinke the chances are pretty good,

He says that if you need, or want to get in
touch with him for any reason, to call him,
He's at Bartlesville,

ewp

INTERIOR, HASKELL PRESS, 11-68-256-2500
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IN REPLY REFER

Tribal Operations

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208

F
JAN141963 | § =
i oD o=
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs 3 ‘:; ;Srﬁ
| o o5
Washington, D. C. 20242 P E o
HEp.— o
HER = o

Attention: Tribal Operations

Sir:

Attached are copies of Kalispel Resolution No. 69~10, and

Coeur d'Alene Resolution No. 84(69) requesting President~Elect

Nixon to retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian

Affairs.
{
‘j;7 Sincerely yours,
icha¥d M. Balsigé€r
Assistant Area Director
(Community Services)
Enclosures

e
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RESOQLUTION
$295482Y :
Whereas, the most important office in any United States President's
administration, from the Indians' point of view, is the office of
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and

Whereas, the present Commissioner Robert Bennett received his
appointment not because of any party affiliation but because he is
an American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian Tribe and he had
a record as a skilled and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to
function as an agency through which the United States Government can
fulfill its obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States
and, conversely, through which the various tribes can maintain their

xlstence and thelr function as quasi-sovereign ent1t1es serving the
needs of their tribal members, and

Whereas it is a disastrous course from the point of view of
Indians that the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should
again become a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed
with the coming of each new political administration, and

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian
policy that have plagued Indian tribes and the administration of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an end
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the
United States - and its Indian people, and

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented
the best interests of both the Indian people and the United States,
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Coeur d'Alene Tribe of Indians does
hereby urgently recommend that the forthcoming administration of president-
elect Richard Nixon retain Robert bennettas Commlqsloner of Indian

Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett
as an Indian colleague who in administering the Bureau of Indian
Affairs has functioned and will continue to function not as a :
political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the




other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and
efficiently fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both the
Indian people and their government, the United States of America,
in his administration of Indian Affairs,

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the
Coeur d'Alene Tribal Council at a meeting

held at the Coeur d'Alene Sub-Agency on
December /2 , 1968, with the required quorum
present, by a vote of _ 4" for and _ against,

(/':-’." (s £ / < /(4( 2~z Gk

Chairman

WW_

secretary

; =S

7 g i _
\“ihomas T Clair, Superintendent
Northern Idaho Agency .

December 30, 1968
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RESOLUTTION

4/{0
SEITXS -
Whrereas, the most important office in any United States President's
administration, from the Indians' point of view, is the office of
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and

‘6‘

Whereas, the present Commissioner Robert Bennett received his
appointment not because of any party affiliation but because he is
an American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian Tribe and he had
a record as a skilled and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to
function as an agency through which the United States Government can
fulfill its obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States
and, conversely, through which the various tribes can maintain their

existence and thelr function as quasi-sovereign ent1t1es serving the
needs of their tribal members, and

Whereas it is a disastrous course from the point of view of
Indians that the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should
again become a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed
with the coming of each new political administration, and

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian
policy that have plagued Indian tribes and the administration of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an end
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of the
United States-and its Indian people, and

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities
with great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented
the best interests of both the Indian people and the United States,
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Coeur d'Alene Tribe of Indians does
hereby urgently recommend that the forthcoming administration of president:
elect Richard Nixon retain Robert Bennottas Commlssloner of Indian

Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we recognize Commissioner Bennett
as an Indian colleague who 1n administering the Bureau of Indian
Affairs has functioned and will continue to function not as a »
political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the




other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and
efficiently fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both the
Indian people and their government, the United States of America,
in his administration of Indian Affairs.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the
Coeur d'Alene Tribal Council at a meeting

held at the Coeur d'Alene Sub-Agency on
December , 1968, w1th the required quorum
present, by a vote of " /h\for and _ against.

C‘—/':zf),lA N .. ](j-z el
: Chairman
Secretary :

Lﬁomas H Tt Clalr Sd\erlntendent
Northern Idaho Agency
December 30, 1968
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NOTED:

Thomas H.

CTairouperintendent

St.

5

Northern Idaho Agency

Kalispel £ J- /O

RESOLUTTION

Whereas, the most important office in any U, S. President's adminis-
tration is, from the Indians' point of view, the office of Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, and

Whereas, the present Commissioner Robert Bennett received his
appointment not because of any party affiliation but because he is an
American Indian, an enrolled member of an Indian tribe and had a record
as a skilled and dedicated administrator within the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and

Whereas, the purpose of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to function
as an agency through which the United States Government fulfills its
obligations to the Indian citizens of the United States, and through which
the various tribes can maintain their existence and their function as
quasi-sovereign entities serving the needs of the Indian people, and

Whereas, it is a disastrous course from the point of view of Indians
that the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should again become
a partisan or patronage office to be shifted and changed with the coming
of each new political administrration, and

Whereas, the much lamented and criticized pendulum swings of Indian
policy that have plagued Indian Tribes and the administration of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for many decades should be brought to an end
so that there will be a uniformly evolving policy on which the Indian
tribes can rely and which will further stabilize the relationship of
the United States and its Indian people, and

Whereas, Commissioner Robert Bennett, the first Indian to serve as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has fulfilled his responsibilities with
great dedication and effectiveness and has fairly represented the best
interests of both the Indian people and the United States, now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Kalispel Indian Community does hereby urgently recommend
that the forthcoming administration of president elect Richard Nixon
retain Robert Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as a man who
primarily as an Indian dealing in the administration of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs has functioned and will continue to function not as a
political appointee committed to the philosophy of one party or the
other but as a respected Indian leader who will equitably and efficiently
fulfill the needs and the responsibilities of both the Indian people and
their government, the United States of America, in his administration
~ of Indian Affairs.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Kalispel Business
Committee at a meeting held at Usk Washington December 11, 1968
with the required quorum present, by a vote of é for and Vo)

against
Chalrgé Secretarv




haugural Qomunitter * 1964

The Pension Building < 440 G Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20025
Telephone: Area Code 202 - 386-6501

FOR RELEASE

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT,

Chairman IMMEDIATE

FRED MORRISON
Publicity Chairman

300 INDIANS IN INAUGURAL EVENTS

The "First Americans" will play a leading role in the
Tnaugural Parade and related events, the Presidential Inaugural
Committee announced today.

The American Indian float will follow the New York, Maryland
and District of Columbia floats, which honor the home states of
the new President and Vice President as well as the Inaugural host,
the Nation's Capital. The theme, "Together In Tradition," matches
the Presidential theme and symbolizes the Indians' cultural contri-
butions, hand-in-hand building the American Nation along with the
European, African, Asian and other cultural heritages which make up
its peoples.

At the head of the float, proudly astride a grey horse, will
be Miss Indian America XV, Thomasine Ruth Hill, escorted on either
side by distinguished Indian men, also on horseback. Miss Hill, a
21-year-o0ld Crow-Pawnee maiden, is a pre-law student at Mackinac
College, Michigan. Her Indian name is Ah-sowa-she-delish =--
translated ac "She walks to her Lodge" and meaning "Everything I do,
I do for the good of my people.'

Acting as her escorts will be Earl 0ld Person, Chairman of

-more-



-

the Blackfoot Tribe and President iof the Affiliated Tribes of
Northwest Indians, and Donald Deernose of Montana, a Crow Indian,
Chairman, All-American Indian Days.

Close behind will be 20 dancers of different tribes, clad
in the finest traditional costumes and performing on a specially
designed float. An automobile bearing three Indian youths, who
represent Indian America's future and symbolize different paths

of opportunity, will draw the dancers' float.

And, finally 40 marchers will complete the Indian salute
to President Richard M. Nixon, Vice President Spiro T. Agnew and
their Administration.

After the Parade, an official reception and buffet wiil be
given by the Presidential Inaugural Committee for the Indian
participants and other invited guests. The receiving line will
include Robert L. Bennett, U. S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs;

Miss Indian America XV; and other dignitaries. Mitchell Bush,
President of the American Indian Society of Washington, D. C.,
will start the pow-wow. The event will take place between 6:30-
11:30 p.m. at the Lawyers Club, 18th and H Streets, N. W.

More than 300 Indians are expected for the Inaugural festivities,
representing the hundreds of tribes, bands and groups across America.

-more-
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Many will attend one or more of the public and "invitation only"
receptions, galas and other functions of the Inauguration.

For those unable to watch the Inaugural Parade along the
parade route, a hospitality room with television will be pro-
vided in the Ebbitt Hotel, 10th and H Streets, N. W., Washington,
B, €.

(On the preceding evening, Sunday, January 19, a "Forward
Together" Command Performance will be given, under the direction
of bandleader Lionel Hampton. This variety show will include
Indian musicians Russell "Big Chief" Moore, the famed trombonist
with the big name bands., and "The Chieftones'", an All-Indian Variety
Band from Wisconsin. The time will be 3:00-7:00 p.m. at the
Washington-Hilton Hotel, 1919 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.; it is free

for Indian participants.).

1/14/69

T=1T74
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WILKINSON, CRAGUN & BARKER M
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LAW OFFICES
ERNEST L. WILKINSON ; 1616 H STREET, N. W.

JOHN W. CRAGUN
GLEN A. WILKINSON WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

ROBERT W. BARKER

. -4
ROCCO C. SICILIANO i -
DONALD C. GORMLEY CABLE ADDRESS:
CHARLES A. HOBBS “WILCBAR"

ANGELO A. IADAROLA
PAUL S. QUINN

LEON T. KNAUER January 14, 1969

FRANCES L. HORN
RICHARD A. BAENEN
JERRY C.STRAUS
HERBERT E. MARKS

R. RICHARDS ROLAPP
RICHARD A.ZIMMERMAN
HUGH J. YARRINGTON

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
6015 Landon Lane
Bethesda, Maryland

Dear Bob:

Here is a copy of a letter received from Harry
Flemming, Special Assistant to the President-Elect.

I have been away the past week and have no recent
information. I wish you would give me a ring to let me
know what the situation is. Perhaps something more can
be done at this time.

SiCTer/ly,

/’/ \ {/L/

Glen A. Wilkinson

enc.
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January 7, 1969 M

Glen A. Wilkinson, Esquire
Wilkinson, Cragun & Barker
1616 H Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Re: Honqrable Robert L. Bennett
Dear Mr. Wilkinson:

Thank you for your thoughtful recommendation
for appointment to the new Administration. Your high
regard for the applicant is particularly meaningful
to us.

We want you to know that President-Elect Nixon

is grateful for your participation in this important
program and that your views will be given every consideration.

Si 7/
e

drely, j 3
I . y

Special Assistant to the Presidént-Elect
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PAUL S. QUINN
LEON T. KNAUER

FRANCES L. HORN

January 24, 1969

RICHARD A. BAENEN
JERRY C.STRAUS
HERBERT E. MARKS

R. RICHARDS ROLAPP
RICHARD A.ZIMMERMAN
HUGH J. YARRINGTON
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Henoravle Walter J, Hickel
Seeretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C,

Re: Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Dear Mr, Secretary:

First, let us offer our congratulations on
vour suecess before the 3enate, Although the eventual
outcome was & foregehe conelusicn, we know that it
was & disconcerting experience for you.

On December 20, 1968, Bob Barker of our firm
addressed a letter to you on behalf of Hobert L,
Bennett, present Commisaioner of Indian Affalrs. He
forwarded a e¢opy of a8 resolution adopted by the National
Congress of American Indians at its 1968 Convention in
Omaha urging the retention of lir, Bennett as Cormise
sioner of Indian Affairs,

As you know, we have represented several Indlian
tribes on various problems before the Departuent of the
Iaterior, the Congress, the Indian Claims Commission and
the warious courts. We have known Beb Benanett singe he
was a chief clerk at the Southern Ute Indian Ageney in
Colerado, We have followed him throughout his eareer and
have gained the highest respect and adnmiration for his
ability, his integrity and his jJjudieciousneas, It is our
considered Judgment that it would be advisable for you %o
retain Mpr, Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affalrs. We
therefore urge that you do so.

We can also assure you, based on personal con-
tacts, that retention of HNr, Bennett would meet with
wldespread approval of virtually all Indian eitizens in
the United States,
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January 16, 1969

Welcome to Indian participants in the 1969 Inaugural Events!

In behalf of the Inaugural Committee and the many Indian
residents of the Washington area, I extend the warmest of
greetings to all of you, We hope you enjoy your stay in
the Nation's Capital as much as Washington appreciates
your coming here to take part in Inaugural activities,
Enclosed you will find further information and suggestions

to help make your stay in Washington a pleasantly memorable
one .,

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Indian dinner and
pow-wow which is scheduled for Monday evening, January 20th,
It will be held at the Federal Bar Building, 1815 H Street, N, W.
Dinner will be served at 6:30 and the pow-wow will commence
at 9:00 PM,

Meanwhile, my best wishes to all of you for a good year 1969,

Sincerely yours,

_/I’/} (7\‘&/
fyfgf/ffz//”L//:/b,zf/ZL/{ e Z TS

Robert L., Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Exscuiive Dirscior
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AMERICAN INDIAN RECEPTION AND BUFFET

Sponsored by

The 1969 Inaugural Committee
Indian Participation

6:30 P.M.

Lawyers Club
1819 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C.

January 20, 1969 $5.00
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SUBJEC T Dear Bob: Enclosed are copy of three letters for your personal
1m°ormat1on which I trust will be of assistance to you

% \l__/;— and to the Indians.




Administration

January 7, 1969

Honorable Don Samue]sbn- )
Governor of Idaho
Boise, Idaho 83702

Dear Governor Samuelson: 0

I want to thank you for your new year's greeting which I certainly :
appreciated and for the information for the American Indian paper
of Nevada.

Supplementing information given you regarding Cormissioner Bennett
and his retention as Commissioner under the President-Elect Nixon,
enclosed is a copy of a letter to Mr, Wendell E. Smith, President of
The United States Jaycees. Also enclosed is a resolution just
received from the Spokane Tribal Council.

You will note on page 3 of the letter to Mr. Smith ‘¥ took the
liberty of advising Mr. Artichoker of your interest and endorse-
ment of Commissioner Bennett.

I sincerely appreciate anything you may do that will help assist in
the retention of Mr. Bennett as Conmissioner. With sincere best
reqgards.

Sincerely yours,

George P. LaVatta
Special Assistant

Enclosures

GPLaVatta:ja
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GOVERNOR

The Honorable Spiro T. Agnew

Vice President-elect

Office of the Vice President-elect
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ted:

During the course of our telephone conversation yesterday, I
mentioned the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, a Mr. Bennett, who was
reported to be a full-blooded Indian and a good Republican--the last
I can't vouch for. However, I have four very good Indian friends in
the Councils of the various tribes who have asked that I do everything
that I can to encourage Mr. Nixon and the Secretary of the Interior to
keep Mr. Bennett in the position he now holds. They have told me that
Mr. Bennett is a full-bloocded Indian, that the Indians trust him, and
that he has done a good job during his' tenure of office.

The spokesman for this group asked me to contact Mr. Nixon and
ask if they could have a 15 minute appointment with him sometime during
the 17th to 25th of January while they will be in Washington, D.C. to
participate in the inaugural festivities. As I stated, these people
are all top people, full-blooded Indians, certainly a minority group,
and it would be to our new President's credit if he could find fifteen
minutes to visit with them. They are not a demanding group. They are
very understanding and would only offer their assistance to help him
with Indian problems i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>