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STATEMENT FOR THE INDIAN RECORD
JUNE ISSUE

This is my farewell message as Commissioner of Indian Affairs to all
of you who have been so generous in your support and cooperation.
When I accepted the position of Commissioner it was with full
knowledge that some day I might be asked to step aside, Now that this

time has come, it is time for reflection,

The years in the Bureau of Indian Affairs have been wonderful ones to me.
They have given me the opportunity to work with you, make many
wonderful friends, and support my family. For these and other reasons,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs always will have my loyal support. Recol-
lection of many enjoyable experiences will be a source of future pleasure.
Throughout my career of 36 years from clerk to Commissioner, I have
had help and encouragement from many sources, My main security
throughout 2all these years has been the steadfast support and confidence

of the Indian people. For this I always will be most grateful,

One of my joys has been the wonderful people and associates in the Bureau.
While we have joined in partnership with Indian people to chart a new
direction based upon their hopes and aspirations, yet so much remains

to be done, I regret that I will not be with you as you carry on in the



new spirit and understanding which exists between the Bureau and

the Indian people we serve,.

I want to mention also the many other people and organizations that
have helped make my career so rewarding and to say many, many

thanks to them.

So to all of you my heartfelt appreciation. To my successor, my very
best wishes and I commend to him the staff of dedicated people whose

mission is service to Indian people.

To the Indian peopde who have been so generous in their support,
so patient and understanding of my faults, and so appreciative of
my efforts, I pledge my continuing ierest and concern. I look forward

with enthusiasm to working with you in the future.




w AMERINDIAN

AMERITC AN

I

N D | AN

REVIEW

May-June, 1969

FLASH NEWS

Despite assurances from the new
administration that Indian wishes
would be given consideration, and
despite hundreds of letters, wires,
resolutions, and editorial comments
from Indians and Indian groups
urging that Robert L. Bennett be:
retained as Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, this has not taken place.

Mor. Bennett will remain in Indian
work, though not in Government
service and Indians, by their own
say-so, have “lost the best Commis-
sioner they ever had.” Too bad! The
new commissioner is not yet an-
nounced.

L] [ ] L L

N. Scott Momaday, Kiowa Indian
professor of English at the Univer-
sity of California, has been awarded
a Pulitzer prize for his first novel—
House of Dawn. He is the first In-
dian to win this coveted award.
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°  DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASIHINGTON, D. C, 20242
OFFICE OF ROBERT L. BENNETT
THE COMMISSIONER

6/2/69
RLB:
What is there to say? )

- From your swearing-in at the White House over three years

ago to.your retirement two days ago, it has been an invigorating,
interesting, and enjoyable experience working for you., You have
been a considerate boss, with a consistent even temper and
consistent good humor,

You have also been a notable Commissioner., In‘your earliest
statements to Bureau employees and Indian people, you reiterated
your desire to bring about 2 genuine partnership with the Indian
leadership, I think you succeeded. To an extent never known
before, both the Indian people and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
feel that a partnership does exist. It may be temporarily slowed
down, or even halted for a time, but this new attitude will never
be turned back, This is your monument as Commissioner,

You.were given a rare opportunity that no BIA career civil servant
ever had before -- to cap your career with the highest post in the
organization, that of Commissioner, You did it commendably,
‘and you outlasted the only other Indian Commissioner by almost

a year!

A fringe benefit for me in working for you has been to get to know
Cleota so well, She is a unique, wonderful person who complements

you in every way,

Our very best to both of you, always.



2 United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO!:

June 2, 1969

Mre. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washing‘bon, DeCo

Dear Bob,

I see you have made that big decision. I am sure that what-
ever you have decided to do from now on you will do well,

It is really going to seem different after you have gone
because I have felt that the door to your office has always
been open to me. I shall always remember those lovely
compliments you have betowen upon me over the years that

I have known you.

The best of luck and good wishes go out to you in whatever
you do from one good Oneida to another.

Aeefl
,Jé’ Léh/rk_/




& United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

June 2, 1969

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

A lot of years have passed since that day in February 1951 when
you plucked Katherine Hogner (now Green) and Rosabelle Wungnema
(now Robinson) from HI and took us off to that paradise called
the Aberdeen Area Office--in the middle of winter yet. I still
remember how you told us, as we approached every two-building
crossroads, ''there's Aberdeen'" and then grinned slyly at our
consternation. By the time we arrived at that slightly larger
crossroads town, we were well acquainted with the Bennett humor.
I've enjoyed it immensely ever since.

I feel very deeply the great common regret that you will not
continue to serve as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Along
with the others, I hoped against hope that you would stay.

The work that you have accomplished in bringing the Indian
people into partnership with the Bureau is now a strong under-
current which can only continue to carry the new Commissioner.
We can never go back to what has been. And, having had such a
particularly close interest in your career, I am very proud to
have known you and to have been a part of the Bureau while you
were working to effect this change.

I know that you will continue your work for the Indian people
so that we are not really losing you. That is our only
consolation.

My best wishes to you and to Mrs. Bennett as you begin another
chapter in your life. I am sure that it will be an exciting one.

Si 1

, Stgerely

7 V//J !.' .
gf;ﬂ<2&_, th;ﬁ%ﬁin{75ﬁVk\J

Rose Robinson

3805 Windom Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20016



C/

WASHINGTON D.C.

519 Fifth Street, S. E
Washington, D. C. 20003
June 2, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett,

On behalf of the American Indian Society, I want to take this
opportunity to wish you the best of luck in whatever the future
holds for you. We have enjoyed our association with you and
will miss the support and encouragement that you have given us
in the past three years. We hope that we will be able to
continue the association. We are enclosing the letter that

we wrote to the Secretary of the Interior regarding your reap-
pointment as Commissioner. The letter was withdrawn after we
learned that you were definitely planning to retire. The list
of the persons who supported the Society's action in writing
the letter is also enclosed for your information.

Sincerely yours,

%{Z&c{@é(o(/ M){?

Mitchell L. Bush, Jr.
President

Enclosures
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THE RIGHT REVEREND JOHN E. HINES
PRESIDING BISHOP, EPISCOPAL CHURCH

815 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

June 6, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
6015 Landon Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Of course it is a great disappointment to us to
know that we will not have you as our Executive Officer
for the Commission on American Indian Leadership but
all of us are grateful to you for giving the matter
serious consideration and for taking your time to come
and visit with us.

We will continue to look for the most competent
and dedicated assistance we can find in this area and
will be grateful to you for suggestions you might care
to make. Your assurance of continuing support for
this Church's program for the Commission on Americn
Indian Leadership we value, and I trust our paths will
cross again.

Warm personal regards.

Faithfully yours,

Sk Soed i o

John E. Hines
PRESIDING BISHOP

JEH/m1
cc: The Rt. Rev. S. F. Bayne, Jr.

Mr. Walker Taylor, Jr.
The Rev. J. Woodard



6015 Landon Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20034
June 3, 1969

The Right Reverend John E. Hines
Presiding Bishop

Episcopal Church

815 Second Aveéenue

New York, New York

Dear Bigshop Hines:

T wish to apologize for the long delay in respeonding to your kind
offer of April 25, 1969, to be associated with the Episcopal Church
as Executive Officer for a new Commission on American Indian
L‘ad.f’mp o

One of the reasons for the delay in replying to you is because of
my previous uncertain status which was clarified on May 31 when
I applied for retirement from my position rather than continuing as
Commissioner on a day-to-day basis, unable to make any future
plans.

Another reason for the delay was to give conscientious and full
consideration to the generous offer in your letter of April 25.

After full consideration of all the merits, along with the personal
future plans of Mrs, Bennett and myself, I regret that I can not
accept your offer. You may be assured, however, that both Mrs,
Bennett and I will continue to support the Episcopal Church in its
efforts to develop the program for the Commission on American
Indian Leadership, particularly when we move to the Southwest
United States next Spring.

With deep appreciation for all the courtesies and consideration shown
me, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Rebert L, Bennett

RLB/bhr



THE RT. REV. JOHN E. HINES
PRESIDING BISHOP, EPISCOPAL CHURCH

815 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

April 25, 1969

The Hon. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

6015 Landon Lane

Bethesda, Maryland 20034

My dear Mr. Bennett:

Your visit with me, Bishop Bayne, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Woodard
on Wednesday was most impressive and I appreciate the time you
gave us and the insights into what this Church should aim to do
in conjunction with American Indian people.

My colleagues and I take the need for higher priority and
new directions in Indian affairs for this and other churches with
utmost seriousness. We need the best leadership we can obtain,
and I believe that is you.

I write specifically to ask you to assume the role of
Executive Officer for a new Commission on American Indian Leader-
ship. Our present thinking is that the Commission would be com-
posed of fifteen American Indian and Eskimo persons nominated
to me by you in consultation with as many Indian and Eskimo
people as proves feasible. 1It will also include five bishops
in whose jurisdictions live major concentrations of Indian and
Eskimo people.

I envision seven primary tasks for the work:

1. To define and recommend specific new styles, programs
and directions for the work of the churches, especially
the Episcopal Church, with and among American Indian
and Eskimo people.

2. To find and implement ways of bringing American Indian
and Eskimo people into full voice and participation
in decision making at every level of Church and society.

3. Greatly to increase the number of American Indian and
Eskimo priests.

4, To develop more effective ecumenical cooperation
among the churches in Indian affairs.



5. To discover and implement ways of more adequately
funding and coalescing the work of churches, founda-
tions and government among American Indian and
Eskimo people.

6. To strengthen the advocacy role of the churches in
Indian affairs.

7. To guide the administration of the Indian programs and
budgets of the Episcopal Church at the national level.

I would want you to help me find and employ a promising young
Indian person to serve as a member of Executive Council staff and
to be your day-to-day liaison with that staff in order that our
human resources and skills might be available as needed to aid

you and your work.

Your office and supportive services such as secretarial
assistance would be located in the Episcopal Church Center in New
York. Although you would report directly to me, your direct con-
nection with the Executive Council line organization would be
with Mr. Walker Taylor, Director of Service to Dioceses. My own
office door and that of Bishop Bayne would always be open to you.

Your remuneration would be $25,000 per annum. Your expenses
such as travel in connection with the work of the Commission would,
of course, be paid by Executive Council.

I would like you to carry this responsibility until after the
Episcopal Church's Triennial General Convention in October of
1973, at which time you and I would reassess the situation and
come to a conclusion as to your role and relationship after that

time.

Let me emphasize that all of this is intended to give you
the shape of my present thinking and a definite call to which you
can respond as your situation in the government develops. None of
it is finally fixed and I would expect that we would want to dis-
cuss specifics further if you prove able to do so. Either Mr.
Taylor or Mr. Woodard would be glad to come to Washington as my
emissary if you should indicate any desire for that.



Finally, I must confess to considerable ambivalence about
your future. On the one hand, I shall be disappointed in the
judgment of the President should he not re-affirm your appoint-
ment as Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. But, on
the other hand, I want you to give your full capacities to the
leadership of the churches, especially this Church, in their
mission and ministry to and among American Indian and Eskimo

peoples.

May God's will be the final determinant.

Fé;i%fully yours,

Ol Le o

John E. Hines
PRESIDING BISHOP

cc: The Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, Jr.
The Rev. G. H Jack Woodard
Mr. Walker Taylor, Jr.
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1951 CONSTITUTION AVE NORTHWEST WASHDC

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR BELATED THANKS AND APPRECIATEION FOR
THE GREAT SERVICE YOU HAVE GIVEN OUR PEOPLE IN THESE :
YEARE PASTe :
YOUR DEPARTURE FROM THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Is A BLOW TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS ALEUT AND ESKIMO
THROUGHOUT OUR ENTIRE COUNTRY. '
IT IS OUR HOPE THAT YOUR YEARS BE FRUITFUL AND
HAPPY+ YOUR SERVICE TO OUR CAUSE HAS EARNED YOU
THIS MANY TIMES OVERe THANK YOU

PAUL YOUNG PRESIDENT ALASKA NATIVE BROTHERHOOD ANCHORAGE
CAMP NUMBER 33.
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

June 6, 1969

Hon. Robert L. Bennett

c/o Commissioners Anonymous
6015 Landon Lane

Bethesda, Maryland

Dear Bob:

Madison Coombs just handed me the Commentary on the
testimony before the Senate Indian Education Committee.

This is extremely good material. Yet here it is buried

in a place that may never get printed. This paper deserves the
widest dissemination.

Anyway, for the historical record, I want you to know
that it is a real good job. I am saving it anyway, for possible
future use.

Regards,

O

Wild Rogers5—J=.



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

June 3, 1969

Mrs. Robert Bennett
6015 Landan Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Dear Mrs. Bennett:

Attached is the list of addresses and information on
the gifts presented last evening. Also enclosed are
a few items submitted for Commissioner Bennett's book
which did not get in. Perhaps you may want to have
them for his records.

If you have any questions on any other names and
addresses I may have missed, please let me know.

My number is 343-8879.

Sincerely

a2
Rose Robinson

Enclosures



Addresses not included in letters:

Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program, Inc. (staff sent card)
P. 0. Box D, Sisseton, South Dakota 57262

Arnold Lehlback, c/o Phoenix Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
P. 0. Box 7007, Phoenix, Arizona 85011

Kenneth C. Crites, c/o Intermountain School, Brigham City, Utah 84302

George and Lillian LaVedure, c/o Billings Area Office, 316 No. 26th St.,
Billings, Mont., 59101

Gordon Gunderson, Chilocco School, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Chilocco,
Oklahoma 74635

Elijah Smith, 4055 Mescale Road, Riverside, California, 92504

Francis Wyashet, Chairman, Uintah and Ouray Tribal Business Council,
c/o Yintah and Ouray Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Ft. Duchesne,
Utah 84026

Gifts received at dinner:

Set of Hopi overlay pieces from Phoenix Area Office, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, P. 0. Box 7007, Phoenix, Arizona 85011

Dance shawl from Anadarko Area Office, Em#& Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Federal Building, Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005

Candleholders from Indian Affairs Data Center, P. 0. Box 2026, Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87103 (also book irom the computer).

Painting of Mt. McKinley from Anchorage Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
P. 0. Box 120, Anchorage, Alaska 993501

Pendleton Blanket from Portland Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
P. 0. Box 3785, Portland, Oregon 97208

Fishing gear from Superintendents in Portland Area c/o above address.

Carved antler from Juneau Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Box 3 8000, Juneau, Alaska 99801

Framed drawings of Commissioner Bennett from Central Office staff

‘ ‘ U 2 ’,' 4 :
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

INDUSTRIAL

UNITED STATES SRVESEFBIERT
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FIELD OFFICE
219 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, ROOM 2404
CHICAGO., ILLINOIS 60604

June 10, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

6015 Landon Lane

Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I was glad to see you during the Economic Development Conference
at Rapid City last month. Enclosed are some pictures I took of

you at the conference -- thought you would like to have them as

a memento.

Kindest personal regards.

Siﬁcerely yours,

~ ~

/e

/L / ) PR
/ s, — ' / w Vi P4
// -y / / R LA
\ 7 (LN / J ¢ F g 7 1

/" Robert N. Huey
Officer-in-Charge

Enclosures 2



: EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN MINORITY LEADER .

. Executive Secretary IndianCouncil Fire — — —

WVinited Diates Denate

June 11, 1969

Mrs. Marion E. Grindley

1263 West Pratt Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60626

Dear Marion:

Lou Bruce would make a very good appointment but I am sorry
that Bennett is not going to take either position. Yours

is the first information I have had to that effect and, while
I am sure it is right, I hope it will be corrected. I am
padsing your note on to the Senator, personally. Maybe he can
still help.

Since

Harold P/ Rainville
Special Assistant to
SENATOR EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSE

1

Chicago Office——cui ..
Room 1758 :
U. S. Courthouse

HER:cwb




MILTON R.YOUNG
NORTH DAKOTA

Vtnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, D.C.

June 13, 1969

Dear Bob,

My office staff has advised me that
you stopped by to offer your condolences over
the death of Mrs. Young.

This certainly was thoughtful of you,
and very much appreciated. To be remembered
by friends like you is most comforting.

With warm personal regards,

Sincerely,

MILTON R. YOUNG

Mr. Robert Bennett
6015 Landon Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20023



June 17, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett

American Learning Systems Inc.
1025 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Bob:

We have just been informed that a deed has been signed
by the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs transfering
11.6 acres of the Albuquerque Indian School to the New Mexico
Pueblos. On behalf of the All Indian Pueblo Council, I
should like to thank you for all your help in bringing this
dream closer to reality. This has been a long and difficult
process, but we believe that the end result will justify the
energy devoted by so many friends.

We will next begin devdoping the final plans for the
Pueblo Cultural Center which we hope to build on this pro-
perty. We feel certain that we can rely on your advice and
assistance in the future stages of this project.

Thanks again for your help.

Sincerely,

omlngo;yGntoya /*
v

DM/iv
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THE NEW YORK TIMES - JUNE 19, 1969

I ndzans H old ‘Red Capztalzsm M eetmg f

By ROBERT A. WRIGHT

A hundred and twenty

American Indians are in town
to talk business.
. -The National Congress of
‘American Indians, represent-
ing 350,000 members of 105
‘| tribes, is conducting an ex-
hibition and briefing session
{| in the New Yorker Hotel for
| businessmen in an effort to
.| attract private investment in
the reservations.

Wendell Chino, president
‘of the congress, calls it “red
capitalism.” Mr. Chino re-
‘ported at a lunch that at-
tracted some 150 industrial-
ists” yesterday that over the
last five years, 159 new en-
terprises have been started
on' reservations, started on
reservations, with an invest- _
ment of $100-million from in-
dustry

"Such companies as the
General Dynamics Corpora-

e Wl

tion, Levi Strauss & Co., and
the Allis-Chalmers Manufac-
turing Company have invest-
ed in businesses producing
-such products as electronic
- components, tufted carpeting,
garments, furniture, plastic
pipe and toys. .

', - This investment by Amer-
! ican industry will double to
! $200-million” by 1973, Mr.
fChmo predicted. “Qur in-
- creasing proficiency at indus-
trial tasks, our growing in-
- ventory of industrial parks

e o

The New York Times
Walter Doyle of Texaco, Inc., was one of the businessmen
visiting National Congress of American Indians investment
luncheon and exhibition at New Yorker yesterday. Pur-
pose was to interest business in investment on Indian land.

and improved transportation
links, and most of all our
desire to help ourselves, will
enable us to meet this goal -
he said. i

Mr. Chino reported that

S T . B AT RS

the 159 new reservation busi-
nesses had created 5,500 jobs
and would be employing 10,-
000 - Indians when full pro-
duction is reached. Indian

unemployment is 40 per cent
of the work force, with 50,-
000 out of work and a third
of those employed working

Continued on Page 66, Column 1

MR ¥ i
2

i

Lo .~ e - -

| INDIANS DISCUSS
‘RED GAPITALISI

if Continued From nge_ 59

P DERIOCAXT T M8, s 8540

‘4 part time. Family income is
!¢ below $2,000 a year.
© Marvin L. Franklin, an
Indian and director of special »
cooperative project for the
_ Phillips Petroleum Company,
described;in a speech to the
gathering the growing desire
: of Indians to own and operate
¥ manufacturing enterprises.
i Example of Enterprise |
¢ Mr. Franklin held out
5§ Cherokee Nation Industries,
Inc., of Stilwell, Okla., as an
- example of tribal enterpmse
This company, wholly owned
by Indians, is producing elec-
_tronic components for- the

v amvec s

T DY GO S e e

~-under a three-year contract.

_Western Electric is provid-
~ing the technology and skill

e R

Ko R

training and- Phillips is fur-

i nishing management training.

~ The company opened shop 60 -
days ago with equipment lent

¥ ; to.it by Western Electric and

f Plnlhps. ST J
gf‘At one txme, /Mr. Frank
‘ declared, . “we proudly”

< *ﬁomted to the ‘keen manual .

erity as an outstanding .’
feature (of Indians) but now

‘z"we can proudly tell you that
¥ judgment and intellect are the
"-* leading characteristics of our
; dian employes. I urge you

Western Electric Company,

e

¥

.;

+tb consider a growing part-

- &ant secretary of the Economic
+~Development Administration
yf’bf the Department of Com-

nérship, a partnership with
the American Indian.”.
ZRobert A. Podesta, assist-

merce, described Federal pro-

T e

grams available to help in
stabhs}ung reservation busi-
s. '

T —




AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

INCORPORATED

NATIONAL OFFICE North Central Regional Office
S[IEINBHEyR]' Fc X\gg&ﬁﬁ.ycnairman . 4211 GRAND AVENUE, DES MOINES, IOWA 50312
BRONSON P. CLARK, Executive S:::';'r:taa':y Area Code 515 274-0453

NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE

JANET SOUIRES. Chairman
CECIL E. HINSHAW, Executive Secretary

June 20, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett
6015 Landon Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Dear Bob:

Enclosed is our check for $74.55 in payment of your one-way fare to Des Moines for
the visit to the Mesquakie Indians.

It was a real privilege to have you spend the day with us and to get reacquainted
with you and I think your visit to the Mesquakies made a real contribution.

On the following Friday, John Hedges and I went up to Minnesota and spent several
hours with Mr. Morken and Mr. Melcher. It developed that they were planning to go
to Tama this past Wednesday and arrange a contract with the South Tama School
District, ac<ing on what they believed was the authority given to them by the Sag
and Fox Tribal Resolution a few weeks ago.

I have not yet heard the results of their visit to Tama but I believe they delayed
the arrangement of a contract and the matter is under review. Mr. Morken spoke very
highly of you, Bob, and I think we do feel his presence in the office there will be
an asset in our work with the Mesquakies. He told me he was deeply interested in
bi-lingual work and this aspect of our planning seemed to appeal to him.

We should know in a few days whether the school will be operated by a Mesquakie-
chosen school board or by the South Tama School District. Even if it is another
year of operation by the South Tama School District, it will not rule out the
operation of the school by the Mesquakies another year. Also, a strong recommenda-
tion would be made by the BIA for the South Tama School District to appoint a -
member of the Mesquakie Tribe to sit on the school board, and also a request would
be made to institute some Indian culture studies. I believe too that the AFSC will
likely have a role regardless of which the way the decision goes.

Again, our warm thanks for your cooperation and our best wishes to you in your new
work. Please do plan to stop and see us whenever you can in the course of your
travels.

Coxrdially,

Cedil E. Hinshaw
CEH:mjb
Enclosure

North Central Region: Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 25, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett:

In your letter of May 1, 1969, you offer your resig-
nation as Commissioner of Indian Affairs effective
May 31, 1969. Your resignation is hereby accepted
as of the date indicated.

Mr. Bennett, your long career in the service of your
government and of your own race are gratefully acknow-
ledged. You have provided an example of dedicated
public service as well as an inspiration to all Indian
people.

Please accept my best wishes to you in your future
endeavors.

Sincerely,

\ 77 i ) T 7
/‘/gj” i /: ‘// i / 5
. /Z&(,ikgi” JJ.«,—:"” (¥4 7(¥ ks, |

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240



THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

SALT LAKE CITY 84112

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

June 30, 1969

Orrice: 1129 ANNEX

Robert L. Bennett

Room 715

1025 Connecticut Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I want to thank you for your presentation to the Indian
Workshop of the School of Alcohol Studies. Your address on the
needs of the Indian people was very good and set up a framework
for developing an Indian Alcoholism program.

I believe the school was a successful one and appreciate
your efforts to help make it successful.

Sincerely,

7
/

Fenton E. Moss
Associate Professor
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Dunedin,Tlorids 33528
— 1038 Angle Road
July 8,1969
Washington Evening Stay
Washington D, C.
Att: Forum Editor
Gentlemen:
It is regretable that the Secretary of the Interior has not
seen it to reappoint lMr. Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner
of Indisn Affairs. As o result of h'e long and varied
experience as & career employee he understood thoroughly
the problems of the Indians znd put worthwhile programs
into effeet.
A Feature detrimental to the Indiene hes been the appointment
of inexperienced individuals ze cammissiomri. It would be
advantsgeous if the Commissiomer could be apnointed for a term
of at least ten years so that he could fdlhion and work out
sound programs. Since this is not pernitted by lew it would
ceem desirable to apnoint an exnerienced career employee to
and the Indians
this difficult position. The friends of the Indians/should
make their voicesheard in this respect.

Sincerely

Ao of G /z/_;,,/ L

Harold F. Larkin
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July 10, 1969

Senator George Murphy
Senate Bldg.

Capitol Hill
Washington, D.C.

e eescmenamn

59; Hd LS £ M me

Dear Senator Murphy:

S -

When the present administration took office, I noted with
great pleasure that an American Indian, Robert L. Bennett,
was named Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Several days ago, the Los Angeles Herald Examiner in a

front page article, indicated that Mr. Bennett found it
necessary to resign because of an irresponsible statement by
Secretary Walter J. Hickle stating that the department “does
not need new Indian programs - but new men to run them."

I feel that this is a most unfortunate turn of events,

When an American Indian who thlings enough of the progress and
welfare of his people as a whole to remain with the Bureau
for 33 years and then 1s forced to resign because of another
"foot in mouth" statement by Hickel, I'm sure you will have
to agree that this 1s a ridiculous situation.v

I have traveled extensively throughout the reservations of
Arizona and New Mexico and was married to an Apache from
New Mexico (who, incidentally worked for the motlon picture
industry). I have seen and heard their problems first-hand.
What they need 1s an American Indian in Washington who also
knows their problems. Now, I suppose !r. Bennett will be
replaced by some non-Indian from Connecticut or Kansas who
has never been within 10 miles of a reservation. ;

In spite of the shameful treatment by our government over a
period of years, 1 can honestly say that there is no group

more patriotic than the American Indian. They have served

this country with honor and many have been heroes in all
branches of the military service. Yet, they are not "militants"
with their own country or government.

Surely, Senator Murphy, you and Senator Goldwater of Arizona
(the state with the largest Indian population) should be able
to exert some influence on behalf of the real Americans -

The American Indian.

I shall look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Marielouise Sunrise

‘PuDs. Box T

Woodland Hills, Calif., 91364
cc: / Robert L. Bennett
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a0.A B Telegram

western union

135P PDT JUL 15 69 PRB106 .
PR CAAQ19 (WW SNAO65 GE GOVT NL PDB SN WASHINGTON DC 15
MR ROBERT L BENNETT FORMER COMMISSIONER F INDIAN AFFAIRS (OLY
752

HOLIDAY ROOM COEUR D'ALENE HOTEL SPOKANE WASH
REGRET UNABLE TO ATTEND DINNER HONORING MY FRIEND ROBERT L
BENNETT. KNOW YOU WILL HAVE OUTSTANDING EVENT. PLEASE EXTEND
MY WARMEST GREETINGS TO MR BENNETT AS WELL AS ALL THOSE ATTENDING
SATURDAY EVENT.

HENRY M JJACKSON USS .

SF-1201 (R5-69)



LALE LN Telegram

western unian

1021A PDT JUL 18 69 PRA137
PR SKA056 (PR OLAQ69) JW NL PD OLYMPIA WASH 17
ROBERT BENNETT, CARE GLENN GALBRAITH
SPOKANE TRIBAL REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNOR INDIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WELLPINIT SUB AGENCY WELLPINIT WASH
ALL OF US WHO ARE FRIENDS OF THE INDIANS IN OUR STATE ARE SORRY
TO HAVE YOU LEAVE AS COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, YOUR SENSITIVITY
TO INDIAN NEEDS AND WELL BEING = ALONG WITH YOUR PHILOSOPHY
OF ENCOURAGING THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF OUR AMERICAN INDIAN
CITIZENS HAS ENHANCED THEIR PRIDE, DIGNITY AND INTEGRITY MY
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR FUTURE '
GOVERNOR DANIEL J EVANS. (/;2

SF-1201 (R5-69)

—



AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
814 N.E. 40TH STREET, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98105 « ME. 2.0502

HENRY VAN DYKE
CHAIRMAN

JOHN A. SULLIVAN
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

JOHN W. WILLARD

INTERPRETATION AND FINANCE July 16, 1969

Robert L, Bennett
Dear Bob:

I would like very much to be able to attend personally the dinner in

your honor which is being presented by the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest
Indians on July 19, and to which they have graciously extended an in=
vitation, Unfortunately I am prevented by a prior commitment which I
must honor.

Mrs, Pearl Warren, whom you know, will attend in my place. She will re-
present me personally and the Pacific Northwest Regional Office of the
American Friends Service Committee in expressing our gratitude for your
years of effective service in the commissionership, and in expressing also
our most sincere best wishes for satisfaction and success in your future
undertakings.

The period of your administration in the Bureau of Indian Affairs will

go down in history as the one during which Bureau programs have been

most attuned to Indians' own knowledge of their problems and most respon=-
sive to Indians' judgement of their needs. It is indeed regretable,
although not surprising, that the new federal administration has not seen
fit to continue you as the commissioner, I trust that your skills and
experience will still be available to American Indians,

I trust also that our paths will continue to cross from time to time as
they have in the past, I have enjoyed and appreciated our various as-
sociations,

I regret not being able to be present personally at the dinner on July
19, but am pleased that Mrs. Warren will be there in my stead, I know
the occasion will be a pleasant and memorable one,

With best wishes,
Sincerely, )

) ra
¢

/

A2

S~

Charles L. McEvers
Western Washington Field Worker

CLM:sb

PAciFic NORTHWEST REGION: ALASKA * IDAHO * MONTANA °* OREGON °* WASHINGTON * WYOMING

PORTLAND AREA PROGRAM OFFICE: 4312 S.E. STARK STREET. PORTLAND. OREGON 97215 ¢ 235.8954



Svimbol of Friendship

38 MEVMIBER BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

(Indian majority maintained)
TRIBES REPRESENTED:

CAYUSE
CHEROKEE
COEUR D' ALENE
COLVILLE
COWLITZ

CROW
KALISPELL
KLAMATH
KIOWA
MOHAWK

NEZ PERCE
PAWNEE
QUINAULT
SHOSHONE
SILETZ
SPOKANE
UMATILLA
WALLA WALLA
WARM SPRINGS
YAKIMA

JONATHAN WINTERS, Cherokeo
Chairman Nat’l Advisory Comu.

JAY SILVERHEELS, Mohawk
Chairman Performing Aris

OFFICERS

BENJAMIN PEASE, Jr., President
Crow

E. DALE PROFFITT, V-President
GLADYS B. PRICE, Exec. Director
WILLIAM MINTHORN, Treasurer
Cayuse
JoANN M. Dilorio, Secretary
Nez Perce

LEGAL COUNSEL
ROSS E. HEARING
TRUSTEES

DR. A. M. REMPEL, Chairman

HON. TOM McCALL,
Governor of Oregon

WILLARD K. CAREY

JAMES G. EVESON

JOSEPH R. GARRY,Coeur d’ Aleie
WILLIAM MINTHORN, Cayuse
HERMAN OLIVER

SHIRLEY PALMER, Colville
DOYN PRICE

HON. AL ULLMAN,
U. S. Representative

STUART F. WYLDE
ALVIN R. ZEPHIER, Sioux

ENDORSED BY:
Oregon Council of Churches
Oregon Federation of Woren's
Clubs

PHONES 963-6255 963.5292 AR#A CODE 503

Indian Festival of Arts, ine.

A Non-Profit Corporation since 1961
P. O. Box 193
LLA GRANDE, OREGON

July 16, 1969

-

Mr. Robert Bennett
Coeur d! Alene Hotel
Spokane, Washington 99200

Dear Mr, Bennett,

We have been informed of the testimonial in your

honor to be held Saourday, July 19th in Spokane.

It d be a real privilege if we could be there
persot Vs but unfortunately this is impossibles

It gives us a sense of satisfaction and pleasure to
have this opportunity to add our thoughts

ations to those of your myriads of other friends. It
1s with the most profound sincerity that we express

our appreciation for your wise and capable leadership,
tihie influence you have exerted in behalf of your people
and for the respect you command from our country's

oo

citizens of many different origins.

In behalf of t

and trustees,

in your effort
111 we are con

Most sincerely,

Indian Festival of Arus, Inc.

”2%




TELEGRAM

July 18, 1969

JOE MENINICK,

YAKIMA AGENCY,

TOPPENISH, WASHINGION

IN BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN CIVIL LIBERTIES TRUST PLEASE CONVEY
TO MR, BENNETT OUR BEST WISHES AND DEEPEST APPRECIATION OF HIS SERVICE

TO INDIANS DURING HIS LONG CAREER IN THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

PASCHAL SHERMAN,
Chairman

ROBERT B. JIM,
Vice-Chairman

message received by phone from
Mr. Sherman 7/18/69 about 9 a.m.
by mo



ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA., CHAIRMAN
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA. GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT.
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS. MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK.
HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA. JACK MILLER, IOWA

B. EVERETT JORDAN, N.C.

CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.

M Mt OSSR, RAREL ?JCnifeb ﬁfafez Bon afe

COTYS M. MOUSER, CHIEF CLERK

COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 18, 1969

Dear Bob:

I certainly appreciate your writing to me to advise
me of your current status.

Bob, I wish you the very best and invite you to call
on me whenever you feel that I can be helpful. I have
admired the dedication of your service as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and know that your clients are very

fortunate people.
Sincerely, \
\ dunap B
George Mc¥overn

Robert L. Bennett

Consultant on Indian Affairs
Suite 715

1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

With every good wish,
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Jointly Sponsored by: - University of Utah +  Utah State Board on Alcoholism *  Utah Alcoholism Foundation
ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: P.O. BOX 473, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84110

July 18, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Dept. of Interior

1951 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The Officers and Planning Committee of the University of Utah
School of Alcohol Studies wish to thenk you for the fine contribution
which you made to the 18th Annual Session of the School. A total of
773 students attended the School this year and from all reports,
academic quality surpassed previous sessions. This is a tribute to
you and the other program participants.

We sincerely appreciate the time taken from your busy schedule
to serve on the School staff. It was a pleasure to have you with us.

Our best wishes for your continued success.,
Sincerely yours,

UNIYERSITY OF UTAH
SCH

Clyde Gooderham
Assotiate Director
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NINETY-FIRST CONGRESS SIDNEY L. MC FARLAND
STAFF DIRECTOR AND CLERK

WAYNE N. ASPINALL, COLO., CHAIRMAN

JAMES A. HALEY, FLA. JOHN P. SAYLOR, PA.
ED EDMONDSON, OKLA. E. Y. BERRY, S. DAK.

WALTER S. BARING, NEV. CRAIG HOSMER, CALIF.

FOY R TAYEOR NG Sok SKUEITZ AN, COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
HAROLD T. JOHNSON, CALIF. LAURENCE J. BURTON, UTAH y

HUGH L. CAREY, N.Y. JOHN KYL, IOWA 1bouse of Representatives, W.S.
MORRIS K. UDALL, ARIZ. SAM STEIGER, ARIZ.

PHILLIP BURTON, CALIF. HOWARD W. POLLOCK, ALASKA WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
JOHN V. TUNNEY, CALIF. JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO

THOMAS S. FOLEY, WASH. DON H. CLAUSEN, CALIF.

ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER, WIS. PHILIP E. RUPPE, MICH.

JAMES G. O’HARA, MICH. JOHN WOLD, WYO. JUlY 18 s 1969
WILLIAM F. RYAN, N.Y. JOHN N. HAPPY CAMP, OKLA.

PATSY T. MINK, HAWAII MANUEL LUJAN, JR., N. MEX.

JAMES KEE, W. VA,

LLOYD MEEDS, WASH.
ABRAHAM KAZEN, JR., TEX.
BILL D. BURLISON, MO.

JORGE L. CORDOVA, PUERTO RICO

Mr, Robert L, Bennett

Consultant on American Indians
American Learning Systems Co,, Inc,
Suite 715 Blake Building

1025 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest
Washington, D, C, 20039

/2,

Thank you for your letter of July 15, 1969, I wish

Dear ¥, Banwett

ee

you every success in your new ventures,

James A, Haley, Chairman
Subcommittee on Indian Affairs
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KARL E. MUNDT
MADISON, SOUTH DAKOTA

R. L. MCCAUGHEY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ROBERTA VAN BEEK
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

WALTER C. CONAHAN
PRESS SECRETARY

ROBERT E. RUDDY
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

Wlnifed Hiafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 21, 1969

MEMBER:
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

ADVISORY COMMISSION ON
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Mr, Robert L. Bennett, Consultant
Suite T15

1025 Connecticut Avenue N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Bob:

It was mighty good hearing from you under date of July 15
and to know of your present associations.

I appreciate knowing of your connections, Bob, and assure
ou that as we continue our efforts in behalf of the Indian
eople that I look forward to working with you in our mutual
objective of increasing the economic opportunities and the
living standards of the Indians of this country.

v
L
i)

With best wishes, I am

KEM:mdw
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College of Education
UPWARD BOUND

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO

M<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>