


At the request of the administration I submitted a conditional 

resignation as Commissioner of Indian Affairs without an 

effective date. On May 1, I revoked that resignation and 

submitted another resignation to be effective May 31. 

.. 
I have not heard from the administration l?efore or since with 

respect to the matter of my resignation. As soon as definite 

word is received from the administration, 

you at length to discuss their decision. 



, ' 
l 

RE SOLUTION No. 2759 
OF THE GO VERNING BODY OF 

THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES 
OF THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION 

An Indian Chartered Corporation 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THURMAN HOWARD TROSPER FOR COMMISSIONER OF 
I ND IAN AFFAIRS. 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2670 adopted on December 27, 1968, the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes supported the retention of 
Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has been informed of the Commissioner's 
resignation, and 

' WHEREAS, the Tribal Council reaffirms its support of Commissioner 
Bennett, again requests his retention and urges him to reconsider 
his resignation, and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett's resignation may be accepted or he 
may decline to withdraw the resignation, now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, in the event of the above, THE TRIBAL COUNCIL OF 
THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES OF THE FLATHEAD 
RESERVATION, MONTANA supports and recommends Thurman Howard Trosper 
to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted on May 2, 1969 at a regular 
meeting of the Tribal Council of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Montana by a vote of 9 for, 0 
opposed, and O not voting, pursuant to authority vested ,nit byArticle 
VI, Section 1,(a), (c), and (u) of the Tribes' Constitution and Bylaws 
adopted on September 25, 1935 and approved by the Secretary of Interior 
on October 28, 1935 and as amended by the Tribes December 10, 1948 and 
approved by the Secretary of Interior on December 22, 1948 and further 
amended by the Tribes April 1, 1960 and approved by the Secretary of 
Interior on May 5, 1960. 

~~-~ : Chairman, Tri ba Counci . 

ATTEST: 

,. 

~_U~ERINTENDENT 
/. - .~ . 

- ~~ y 8 1969 
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Va•ld.ng · n, D. C. 

0.M' Mr. President: 

May 7. 1969 

Y••t•rday I had the privlleg of rffef.Yi a tel• r• f 
..y ld frt • a4etl CJU•• PN:sic:l nt •f the 11.atiftal e1s 
of Alllerican tndi • ecutt cU. t eaeloatng • c y 
of his tel gr m. 4 a cc,py f --r i-epty. 

May I hJ' · 1f of ...... -. tt: • 
t'bee.e re two great Amft'lean.s re f•r ab.-.. ·part.t.ta 1 ta. 
l'helr 4'le tcation 111 to the ¢aUSe of b ttering the tndl c ty 
1 t' uatted State• ad as a r•su1 t ,y aake eoatd. · ti 
Amerlc itself, t 'tO at'tic lu .arti• f • 

I ardftt JJemocrat. an yoo are a ardent pu Uc • 
I.mt tber an JIOlleftts wh · you I serve that gr t c0111D011 
denominat.or f • 11., our C try. tt i• i this aptrlt t t 
t aend you the eopy of Mr. 1 ' tele a. 

Ti ur• st eiacerety, 

Julia t.ler Bal:me~, • c. 

tosun 

bee: ssioner Bemlett 
Mr. Wendell Chino 



BIA 

June 1, 1969 

Mr. Wendell Chitio 
Preeident 
lfational Coaar••• of AJiterica tndlens 
P. O. Jog l53 
Ma•eelero, New Maico 88340 

Dear h"eaideat Cbtao: 

'l'ltauk you •o much .for your teleara f May s. which I 

am deU.ght• to have. 

M«J I ateure you that Bob lemlett ha• the aupport of e 

great many ~rtcaaa,, d I aa pleaMd you ere aupport111g 

'bbl, but I do not •lea appointMnta. You ataould a dr••• thla 

communication to cretuy of Iaterior Rickel and to PNatclent 

llcltard M. tU2ton. 

wt.th 'ilJy wa.ne.-t pen1'Gal regards, l aa. 

JIB:mvt 

Bnelo1ure 

bee: President Nixon 
Commissioner Bennett 

Your• ••t •iaee•ely~ 

. 
3ult lutl•r llanMa, M. C. 
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·. UP. JULIA B HANSEN 
VASHDC 

'"JI:"• f 

.. -NATIONAL CONGRESS or AMERICAN lNDI NS EXECUTIVE COUNCI L MET 
I TODAY AND REAFFIRMED N.C.A.I. SUPPORT FOR REAPPOINTMENT 

' ' or ROBERT L. BENNETT AS COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
=1l/lilfl/U 

INDIANS THROUGHOUT THt COUNTRY ARE UN ITED BEHIND BOB 
·BENNETT BECAUSE. HE HAS THE CONFIDENCE AND R[ SPECT OF THE INDIANS 

:· MD NON-INDIANS OF THIS COUNTRY TO AN EXTEN'" NO OTHER COMMISSIONER 
&\S IVER HAD• BOB BANNETT HAS HELPED IND IAN.) MAKE PROGRESS 
TOWARDS GOALS or INDIAN SELF DETERMINATION l'ROPOSED I N YOUR 
SPEECH TO·N.c.A.I. OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1968. w~ URGE YOU TO REAPPOINT 
COMMISSIONER BENNETT 

WINDELL CHINO, PRESIDENT, N.;:.A. I. - . (547 ). 
, ... I '1J20l(BMI) ' . 
•v•' 



Mr. Harold E. Rainville 
u.s. courthouse 
Cbicago,Ill 

Dear Mr. Rainville: 

May S,1969 
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Thank you very ucb for your letter to myself, and also to Miss 
LaFrinierre, the lndian Council Fire president. 

We very much appreciate this franklless on your part, nd I hope 
you will forgive my co ents. Please consider them in the light 
of s011eone who has been closely identified with Indian people since 
her high school days - ''lo,these many oons ago~" Because of a close 
personal involvement,and a dedication to Indian interests,I am very 
much interested in what takes place with regard to the new Collullissioner, 
if there is to be one. 

Since the first intimation by ,-ir. Hickel that he was not retaining 
Mr. Bennett, I have had letters, wires,phone calls - even midnight ones -
from Indians who were very distressed about it. 

It is very difficult to understand why Mr. Sennett should be replaced 
counter to the wishes of so •any Indian groups,especially when they 
were assured by President Nixon ' s eepresentative at the National Con­
gress of American Indians,that their wishes would be considered. 

The wishes were expressed by the number of tribe·s making up the NCAI 
with the resolution adopt~d urging that Mr. Bennett be retained. 
This is only one such eddorsement,but it represents a large number 
of tribal bodies. 

Today,in the mail, I have a copy of the Rosebud Herald stating that 
the Url.ted Tribes of SOqth Dakota have re-affinaed their support for 
Bennett. The Navajo Times has stated editorially that they believe 
Mr. Bennett should be re-appointed. -' 

I have known Indian Collllllissioners going back to Mr. Rhoades. I do not 
know of any other that bas bad this tremendous expression of "wantn such 
as Mr. Bennett has had. It is •ost unusual for Indians to uni'te behind 
one of their own in the way they hav for Mr. Bennett. To quote a once­
famous lndian: ''Ween the Indians get together, they separate." 

Personally. t knon Mr. Bennett as a man of 9,:eat integrity,and one 
who has tougbt the good tight for Indians,ancl ccomplished aucb tor 
them in spite of the handicaps under which any one in his office labors. 

I 

\ 
\ 
\ 



Rainville - 2 

It would seem that one who has tried hard,and who has accompl4shed, and 
who has wide goverment experience administrativeiy from "growing QJ>'1 

in Indian work would deserve the honor of re .. appointment, and the oppor­
tunity of serving in an even more enlarged way through the upgrading 
of the position such as is planned. 

This is quite wobderful. news and we shall hope for its fruition. 

Congressman Reifel;i.t' Mr. Bennett is eliminated, would be an equally fine 
choice. Peter McDonald, I do not know personally,and I doibt that be is 
known to Indians outside of bis region. I doubt,too,that he is as experienced 
as either Mr. Sennett or Congressman Reifel. I do not know him as the head 
of the Navajo tribe unless be bas succeeded Raymond Nakai,the tribal council 
chaii-man. I don't think the Navijos have an individual head., 

BOth Mr. Bennett and congressman Rei:f'el can tell you that I have very wide 
contacts among Indians across the country,and that what I indicate as to 
Indian opinion would have SOllle validity. those who have eohtacted nte are 
sh4cked, hurt and angry. They do not see any :reason to express themselves 
when they are not given promised consideration -as they believe - and 
they are saying some "strong things" about Republicans. 

Because I am a Republican nnd a great admirerer of Mr. Nixon,it is too 
bad to see this attitude developing. 

We most sincerely appreciate your e.f:forts,and those of Senetar Dirksen 
{another favorite) and we shall hope to; the best. 

Sincerely, 

Editor 
G:em 

* The Association on American Indian Affairs says, in its bulletin, 
that "a period of mutual trust between Indian leadership and the B!! 
exists lla it bas few times since • • • .100 yeaterds hagiob. Tt!!s N~:!r~=~istra-

f t t d mutual respect •• bas been crea w c ~ionr~: 1:eed :fortunate to inher•t • .u This climate ha~ cODl; ~'!:~t la~f.;_ 
1 because of M:r. Bennett and bis depth of understunding o ans 
trons. It would be a tragedy if ~t_were to be broken down again because 
of a lack of deference to Indian wishes. 
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LLA269 (03)AB243 
__ A LLY075 LLZ6 LLZ6 JT NL PDF AT ANT~ .A 7 ,., J 

ROBERT L BEN~ETT,(DELIVER> / J~~ 6 7 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WASHDC . 

PM 6 /4 
(COPY.TO THE HON WALTER HICKLE, SECRETARY DEPT OF INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON, DC> : 

~~ 
WE THE UNDERSIGNED REPRESENTATIVES OF THt UNITED.SOUTHEASTERN i ~ 

TRIBES, COMPRISED.OF THE CHEROKEES.OF NORTH CAROLINA, THE CHOCTAws J ClP 

OF MISSISSIPPI, AND THE SEMINOLE AND MICCOSUKit TRIBES OF rioRIDA, j 0:) 

DO HEREBY STRONGLY URGE THAT MR., ROBERT L. BENNETT BE RETAINED ! e,· • :::a 
I~ HIS PRESENT POST AS COMMISSIONER, BUREAU OF.INDIAN AFFAias,, f -=-: 
IN ORDER THAT THE PROGRESS MADE UNDER ijIS ADMINISTRATION CONTINUE.f ·f: 
WE FEEL THAT COMMISSIONER BENNETT, BEING AN INDIAN HIMSELF, 
_HAS GIVEN MORE VOICE AND PARTICIPATION TO T~E iNDIAN PEOPLE 
IN THE OPERATION OF . THE BUREAU PROGRAMS, AND HAS ADVOCATED 

_ TRIBAL SELF-DETERMI NATION AND MANAGEMENT. IN SHORT, WE FEEL 
1 $FlJ?0l(R2·95) 

-.J 
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NL-Night Letter 

LT-International 
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.. ,11 J./c zr/4 . . . , '96~ l,:,w j PM 6 

THAT MR.,BENN,ETT HAS SERVED CONSISTENTLY IN,THE BEST INTERESTS 
OF ALL INDIANS. ,WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR KIND CONSIDERATION 
OF THIS IMPORTANT MATTER. 

WALTER JACKSON CHIEF, EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS,, 
EMMETT YORK CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS. 
BETTY MAE JUMPER CHAIRMAN, SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, 
.BUFFALO TIGER CHAIRMAN, MICCOSUKEE TRIBE OF FLORIDA. 

SFJ,201(:P.2-66) 

/4 
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CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX., CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. 
WARREN G. MAGt..:l soN, WASH. 
STUAR~:,..SYMINGTON, MO. 
JOHN C~ STENNIS, MISS. 
STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO 
THOMAS J. DODD, CONN. 
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV. 
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA. 

MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR. 
MARKO. HATFIELD, OREG. 
BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ. 
CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR. MO. 
WILLIAM B. SAXBE, OHIO 

JAMES J. GEHRIG, STAFF DIRECTOR 

s/4 
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COMMITTEE ON 
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

May 8 , 1969 

Honorable Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Wa s hington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

It was good to talk to you today, but I regret very 
much to learn that you are going to be retiring as 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

I just want to say that it has been good to know you 
and to work with you. I think you have done a very fine 
job , and we appreciate all the help and courtesies that 
you have extended us during your tenu re. 

When you are on the Hill , please stop by some time. 

CEW/mg 

PERSONAL 

Sincerely yours, 

,4.. .. ,.,>-_ 
Claude E. Wood 
Administrative Assistant to 
Senator Clinton P. Anderson 



Mrs. Natachee Moma:day 
Stonehenge 
P. O. Box 94 

May 9, 1969 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Dear Nataehee : 

I know that you must be very proud of Scott for the honor of 
receiving the Pulitzer Prize in fictional literature. This 
must make you feel that all of your efforts and contributions 
to his development as a person and as a scholar and writer 
have been worthwhile. 

I appreciate your interest in my behalf. At the request of the 
administration, I submitted my resignation on May 1, to be 
effective May 31. You may be assured, however, that my 
interest , concern, and work with Indians will continue. 

Thank you very much. 

RL~ nett:emh 5/ 9 / 6 9 
Ve, chrono, mailr oom 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



Dear Bob, 

Stonehenge 
PoOo Box 94 
Jemez Springs, NoMo 87025 
April 30, 1969 

Evidently, the "powers that ben at U .P.A. are needling me 
but I was told yesterda;y that May 1st was your final day in office. 
Thus the phone call this morning. 

I have asked that letters from DAR, UDC, COLONIAL DAMES and 
DELT A KAPPA GAMMA be sent both to President Nixon and Walter Hickel 
requesting that "in the name of the Indian peoples all over America 
you be kept in office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs." These letters 
will be sent immediatelyo It helped me tremendously when Olsen, Barker 
and Pierce were crucifying me two years ago -to have letters from these 
organizations sent in on my behalf. It stood them off - believe me 0 

I only hope that the letters I am having sent on your behalf will have 
the same effect. 

In the interim, if there is anything I can do to be of further 
help, please adviseq 

Cordially, 

;J o::f-~E le_ ~ 
Natachee 



AMERICAN INDIAN SOCIETY 
of 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
519 5th Street, S . E. 

Washington, D. C. 20003 
May 11, 1969 

Hon. Walter J. Hickel 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D, C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We are an organization of American Indians located in the Nation's 
Capital. We would be remiss in our responsibility to our people 
were we to remain silent in the matter of the selection of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We are, therefore, taking this 
opportunity to express our unanimous support for the reappoint­
ment of our present Commissioner, Robert L. Bennett. 

We maintain strong ties to the reservations or communities from 
which we come. For this reason, we are keenly aware of the fact 
that the majority of Indian people support Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. Bennett's whole life has been devoted to the advancement of 
the Indian cause. His personal philosophy has steadfastly been 
'~iven opportunity, Indians will improve their situations and 
assume more responsibility for the management of their affairs." 
He has actively encouraged Indian participation in all phases 
of American life and has emphasized that Indians need not sacri­
fice their heritage to enjoy the benefits of contemporary society. 

Many of the goals and accomplishments of the American Indian 
Society have been made possible because of the vital interest and 
encouragement of Mr. Bennett. In addition to providing a func­
tional social organization for American Indians residing in this 
area, we have undertaken projects to benefit American Indians in 
general and to create a better understanding of our culture. 

The American Indian had grown distrustful of the motives of the 
non-Indian in matters of mutual concern. Mr. Bennett has done 
much towards overcoming this attitude. While we believe in the 
concept of majority rule, we think that consideration should be 
given to the voices of the persons who are affected. We strongly 
urge, therefore, that you listen to the voices of the Indian 
people in your selection of a Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We 
know that the Indian voices call for the reappointment of 
Mr. Bennett and hope that our voices will not be lost in the wind. . . 

/ 



Page 2 

The members of the American Indian Society requested that the 
officers of the organization take the above action at a meet­
ing held on May 7, 1969 0 A list of those persons concurring 
in the views presented in this letter is attached. 

Sincerely yours, 

President V 

~)~~,, Semtary 

Treasurer 

Attachment 



GOVERNOR 

ROBERT E. LEWIS 

LT. GOVERNOR 

KASSA APPA May 12, . 1969 
HEAD COUNCILMAN 

NATHANIEL NASHEBOO 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

We have only recently been brought to notice about your resignation, 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We take this time to state our 
feeling of regret, that this has to be so. 

We are positive in our statement. You have done an excellent job 
while you have been our Commissioner. We therefore express our 
Congratulations unto you for a job well done. 

You served during the first critical years of transition for the 
Indian. You gave us, who are elected officials of our tribes, pride 

: : • • ! • . . . . . . . . 
' . 
! . • : 
: • : 
: 

in using our offices honorably, progressively, and with determination 
first, because you know, and stated openly that you were confident we 
were capable of assuming our own responsibilities more and more, and 
with the right approach in using our BIA resources people, to gain our 
objectives with a manner of confidence, co-operation, faith and optimism. 

Thank you, Mr. Bennett, for this trust in your fellow-Indian. Wonderful 
results are taking place now and more to come. 

~ 
·"4 -'-1'1 
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Surely, you have been criticized. But who of us holding office isn't, and 
who is perfect enough to go through a term or terms and please everybody? 
Your answer is ours also. 
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The Bureau of Indian Affairs is every bit of all right as far as we are concerned. 
Criticized and abused up and down by everyone from the top level on down at 
one time or another, no one has ever yet come up with an answeras to how they 
would have done, to do the job better. Observing, we are finding out that 
every other branch of our government is guilty about playing the same role 
of Daddy for what the BIA has been blamed for--paternalism. 



The Honorable Robert L. Bennett - 2 

Only an-Indian can understand and know the Indian, to think on his level. 
Especially at this time yet, and for some time to come, and get results. 
You have done just that. 

Thank you again, Mr. Bennett, for the lift. If heartfelt things well up 
in us to over-look protocol in stating plain words, then it just has to 
be so. 

So accept our well-wishes, our respect, and our love, because we are 
proud of you, and very 

cc: The Honorable Walter Hickel 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Robert E. Lewis 
Governor of Zuni Pueblo 

and 
Council 

Mr. Walter O. Olson, Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 

Mr. James D. Cornett 
Superintendent 
Zuni Agency 
Zuni, New Mexico 87327 



Mr. Don Baird 
National Broadcasting Company 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Ba ircl: 

I have been lnformed by my very 1oo4 frlenda , Re1luld and 
O ladya La.11bin, that you might be intereated in an Indian apealler 
to dedicate the new Indian exhibit of the Weaten Reaerve 
Historical Society. 

I would like to cooperate with you in till• effort and If you ,...1, 
write me about yo,.ir interest in haying a apeaker, tb.e ttme, •rm• 
and conditlOftS, it would be appreciated. Every e ffort will be·ma .. 
to supply you with a well quallfled 1peaker. 

Sincerely you r s , 

fijµ 
Robert-~ L. Benett 
Commia1toner of lndtaa Affair• 

Re inald and G s Laubin: Thank you for all of your efforts in 
my beha lf. At the request of the administration, I did submit 
my resignation on May l to be effe ctive May 31. Since my 

· r e ~ignation was requested , it is logical to ass ume that it will be 
accepted. I have been contacted by sev e r al groups who wish to 
employ me as a consultant on Indian affairs and thi s may well 
be my future career. R obert L. B ~rmett 

RLBenn.,4:emh 5/9/69 
file, ¢ rone, mailroom 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1969 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Laubin: 

The Presiden t has asked me l o thank you for 
your recent letter on behalf of Mr. R o bert L. 
Bennett whom you recommend for reappointment 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Your interest is appreciated and I can assure 
you that this endorsement will be carefully 
considered. 

With best wishes, 

Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Laubin 
Post Office Box 4 - Moose 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming 83012 

I -
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• Mr. lia'l"l7 s. e 1n 
Sp 01 l ss1s ant to the 1>r 1.dent 
Th fut.t Hou e 
Washington-, n. c. 
Dear . • emming: 

830f2 
!'Ch 19, 1969 

We a.ppr& "ia fl.tr encoura ng 1 it-er of )" rch 1f uring us that 
recoa ndatio:ns tor e ro- ppointment of TI.ob rt nn tt Oo 
mlse1.onar f I . 1 l'l Affairs 111 be <:t l:'GfUlly coneidft'ed . 

R • ntly w r e iv d a lettel" fro, the 
National ongr as of Am r1can India vu,;;.w.ui.,,_ng us for ur concern 
1:a the cont1nuence ot " .. r . Benn tt a Oo 113 i ner, ft ho, "'t th1ts 
t1met eems n.av uni,raced ntad upport tr• p:ractlc 117 all 
sectors of I dian oountcy. · are hOJ).etul th t then ep bl1ean 

dm1ni tr t1<>»t specially the ne Int :r1or S r tary-, T•alt r L. 
H1ckal , will take cog:ni~.Jtce ot this up ort an,t so act · cc rd1ng 
to th w1she of the American Indian Peopl.e. fl 

OD our travel croa th cotmtry-, tollo1 i:n a l ctur or co:n-c•rt, 
someone 1 variably m.entl.one the t rr1b1· mis11reatm.e1tt our Indians 
have rec iv d throughout histor,-. The lnd1a:n hnve . fered au.ch 
1njust1c and 111 tr at ent that noth1.ng can ev~r make full amends 
to th 111, so 1 t oulcl s th t the l ast the Government oan do 1s 
g1ve th - the Oommlss on r they so urgently r q• t . 

Such recognition ~nld he not only nc~~,,=ulng to our Ind1 
c1t1~ens but to other 1 1zen · 11. 

Sf.nceNl -y y-oun. 

Regin ld and Gladys L ubln 



February S, 1969 

Mr. & Mrs. L~ubin 
P. 0. Box 4 
Moose, 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming 83012 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Laubin: 

l4,iny thanks for informing us of your interest in the continuing 
Commissionership of Honorable Robert L. Bennett -- who, at this 
time, seems to have unprecedented support from practically all 
sectors of Indian country. 

We are hopeful that the new Republican Administration, especially 
the new Interior Secretary, Walter L. Hickel, will take cognizance 
of this support and so act according to the wishes of the American 
Indian People. 

Sincerely, 

--E~ 
John Belindo 
Executive Director, NCAI 

JB:jw 

cc: Robert L. Bennett 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND f3., OREGON 

~7208 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Area Di rector 

May 13, 1969 

AIRMAIL 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Corrrni ssi oner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

• 

These three past years in Indian Country have been a vital, exciting, 
progressive time. 

Your philosophy, your leadership, your contribution have been 
wonderful. 

We know your philosophy will have a continuing impact, your leader­
ship will find its new role, and your contribution will mount. 

We in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian people of the 
Pacific Northwest, and a host of other persons appreciate you. 

I know, with the delightful capacity which you and Mrs. Bennett 
have for a happy life, that your retirement from Government service 
will also be a time for the start of something great. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Dale M. Baldwin 
Area Di rector 



Oualla Indian Boundary Projects 
Community Action Program 
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

P. O. BOX 427, CHEROKEE, N. C. 28719 

PHONE (704> 497-2071 

May 13, 1969 

SAVANNAH BIGWITCH 
PROJECT DIRECTOR 

TRIBAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
WALTER S. JACKSON, CHIEF 

NOAH POWELL, VICE•CHIEF 
JOHN A. CROWE, EXECUTIVE ADVISOR 

I . . 
' . . 
' I 

' I Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

' 

U.S . Department of Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

On behalf of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Chief Walter 
Jackson, Councilman Roy French and myself, I would l i ke to thank 
you for your time on our recent visit to your office . 

We concur in your long range development plan for Indian self­
determination and hope that regardless of whatever personnel 
changes might be contemplated that this program will become 
a basic principal of the Government's relationship with Indian 
tribes. 

Please know that you are welcome at Cherokee any time you care 
to visit . 

Sincerely , 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM 

/ctl({ 
Lee Owle 
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THE NORTH DAKOTA CONFERENCE 
of the 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
202~~ NORTH THIRD STREET, BISMARCK, N. D. 58501 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washing~on, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

701-255-1104 

This is a note to express our thanks to you for taking 
busy schedule to appear at our Conference Annual Meeting. 

May 

time out 

. . 
• 
; 

13, 196r 
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! . . • ! 
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from your 

The hope of our program committee was that we might help develop a bit 
greater understanding of the Indian ' s situation in the minds of the non­
Indians. Through your help and that of others, I think that we succeeded to 
a degree. Of course, much more needs to be done. 

I heard recently that you have resigned your post. If true, I am sorry. 
The Indian people hereabouts, and others involved, spoke highly of you. 
Politics, I suppose, 
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Thank you again for visiting us. I wish you well in your future endeavors, 

Cordially yours, 

Lester L, Soberg 
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REV. LESTER L. SOBERG, Conference Minister 
Room 12, Bismarck 

REV. OLIVER N. THOMAS, Associate Minister 
Room 12, Bismarck 

REV. AUSTIN G. ENGEL, JR., Administrator of Indian Work 
Room 15, Bismarck 701-255-0479 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PI E RRE AGENCY 

BOX 640 

PIERR E . SOUTH DAKOTA 57501 

Mr . Robert Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Bennett , 

May 13, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

It is with considerable regret that I learn that you will no longer 
be serving as our Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with you for a long 
number of years and have formed my opinion of you as being an ex­
emplary public servant who has scored an enviable record of accomp­
lishment , such accomplishment will long remain in the minds of so 
very many of your co-workers and fellow employees and certainly will 
never become erased from my mind . 

You have given outstanding service to thousands of Indian People 
for more than a third of a century, during this phase of your life 
you have garnered a host of friends . I am sure that all of us who 
have had the privilege and pleasure of knowing you and working with 
you have mixed feelings at this time knowing full well how much you 
will be missed . 

Your tasks have been difficult , however , with your very pleasing per­
sonality , your noted ambition and abilities you have created a coor­
dination which has helped all of us who have worked with you to 
reach a higher rung on the ladder of success . 

I personally wish, in all sincerity, to thank you for the very fine 
consideration and work enlightenment which you have afforded me 
throughout the years of our employment relationship. You will al­
ways have a special place in my memories of fellowship . 

As you embark upon a new phase of life, it is my wish that your 
health remains good and that you and Mrs . Bennett may have many, 
many happy years together; you so richly deserve the very best ! 



Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Commissioner: 

Pine Ridge, S. Dakota 
May 13, 1969 

We would like to take this means to express to you the sense 
of personal loss which we, along with many others, feel in 
knowing that you will be leaving the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

To many of us, you were rrru.ch more than 11the boss 11 -- you al­
ways based your decisions on a vast store of knowledge and 
information, and you always tempered your decisions with kind­
ness and understanding. 

Your leaving is a great loss to the many Indian people who 
have benefitted from your guidance. 

Best Wishes. 

Sincerely, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
PHOENIX INDIAN SCHOOL 

P . O. BOX 7188 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85011 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington , D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 13, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Over many years, thirty-two to be exact, I have been concerned 
about the development of human resources of Indian People. 
During these years, I have been assigned positions in Education 
of various degrees of responsibility and in four different states. 

I can rightfully say that I know of no Indian Bureau Commissioner 
that has provided more opportunity for Indians to develop their 
human resources than you have provided. 

The students of Phoenix Indian High School join me in wishing 
you well at your retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ck;::~~ 
ITT:~erintendent 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 

- BURE A U OF INDIAN AFFAIR S 

M INNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 

83 1 SECOND A V ENUE SOUT H 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 5540 2 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D.C . 

Dear Bob: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Area Director 

May 13, 1969 

During the past few months I have had an opportunity to think back 
on my acquaintance with you as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as well 
as relationships with you while in other administrative positions 
throughout the Bureau. 

I am sure that your leaving the Bureau will not remove from the res­
ervations many important signs of progress which have been a part of 
your making. The Indian folks, whether they be in urban areas or on 
reservations, will miss your leadership, your thoughtfulness, and 
suggested solutions to their problems . You should feel proud to have 
been a part in the development of Indian leadership throughout the 
entire Indian country. It was because of your foresight and concern 
for Indian youth as well as the elderly, more traditional leadership, 
that we can see today the emerging of new policies and new tribal 
aggressiveness which is so apparent when we visit reservations. 

My personal association with you has been a most pleasant one and I 
will miss your guidance and counseling very much . I only hope that 
I will be able to carry forward some of the human aspects of your 
strong administration. 

May you and Cleota have a bright future and I will be looking forward 
to visiting with you when our paths cross. The best to you . 

Sincerely, 

CMen D. Morken 
Area Director 



Commdi:tsioner 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ml;-. Bennett: 

3113 Tristian Avenue 
San Jose, California 95127 

I read, with regret, your resignation as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in 

the local paper. 

I want to thank you for all the good work you have done for the American 

Indians. I felt that since you were Indian you knew the Indians desires 

and needs and could really help us. 

Incidently I met you on your trip to San Jose . 

Good luck on your plans for the future. 

I am Blackfeet. 

Sincerely yours, 

,1j,,?J' 1~/J-/; .71 ~ ~ 
Margaret M. Kittson 



Dear Robert: 

7329 Penn Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423 
May 14, 1969 

Seems hard to believe we are now of retirement age. I am very proud 

to have been one of your schoolmates at Haskell and immensely proud 

of your record of service to our Indian people. May you have all 

happiness and success in your future plans. 

Sincerely, 

~ .. ~ 
Lily:?White Barse 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 202'+2 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Area Director 

May l'+, 1969 

There are the words, "Say it isn't so!" These are now uppermost in 
the minds of so many people. They just hope your leaving the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs isn't true. 

During your more than 35 years in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and 
particularly during the last three years as Commissioner, you have 
left a lasting impact. Through your vision, your leadership, and 
your personal dedication, it can truly be said, "Indians will never 
be the same again?" There has been a 180° turn and the process has 
been established--the process whereby Indian communities and Indian 
individuals assume responsibility and determine what happens in 
their communities and lives and kno\'t that the answex-s to their 
problems lay with them. 

We now look forward to your new role with Indian people as we just 
know there must be one. We know there are greater things to come 
from you and that this step is a change from one to another. 

Personally, I consider it to have been a rare privilege to have had 
the opportunity of working with you. My life has been enriched as 
a result of it. I have always appreciated the consideration you 
have extended me. The very best to you and your family in your new 
endeavors. 

. 
Sincerely yours, 

~~ n.#.~ 
Area Director 



U N ITE D STATES 

DEPARTMEN T OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU O F INDIAN AFFAIRS 

INSTITUTE O F A M ERICAN INDIAN A RTS 

CER RILLO S R O AD 

SAN T A FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

Hon . Robert L. Bennett 

Commiss i oner , Bureau of Indian Affa i rs 

Dear Mr . Bennett : 

May 14 , 1969 

. . . . 

I have just finished reading your statement to the Senate Subcommittee . 
Please let me express my admiration for the cool , rational way you 
stated the situation concerning the plight of the Indian as relates to 
the historical programs he has borne up under . Your clear statement 
of the progressive activities now taking place where possible , recent 
gains , and the warning that the major supporting agencies have a 
tremendous job to do in the future and that it will cost money--all 
cannot be denied . 

Congratulations , and deep appreciation for your stand. 

Sincerely yours , 

lt h rfbh. · vJ­
Lloyd f. ;~ ~ 
Director 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Commissioner 

HOPI INDIAN AGENCY 

KEAMS CANYON, ARIZONA 86034 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 14, 1969 

The Hopi Agency wants to thank you for the many things 
you have done for both the agency employees and the Hopi 
people. You shall always hold a very special place in 
the hearts of the people in Hopiland. We sincerely hate 
to lose you as our Commissioner but we hope for you the 
best of everything in retirement. 

~ 
r-

We believe more good things have happened to the Indian 
people during your administration than any time in the 
history of the Bureau. We are sure you will look back 
with a great deal of pride and satisfaction to the develop­
ment of the Natural and Human resources that took place 
while you were Commissioner. 

Mr. Bennett, I want to thank you personally for the help 
you have given me since I started as Superintendent at 
Fort Berthold in North Dakota and during my years as 
Superintendent at Colorado River and Hopi. I sincerely 
appreciate your guidance and cooperation. 

We hope your retirement years will be long and active. 

S~ncerely yours, 

~1M . ~ti 
Homer M. Gilliland 
Superintendent 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Fairbanks Agency 
P.O. Box 530 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

May 14, 1969 

The Fairbanks Agency personnel Join me in expressing our appreciation 
for the dedicated leadership and gu i dance you have provided us, both 
as Area Director and Commissioner . Your contribution in establishing 
the philosophies of joint participation, consultation and self­
determination have been particularly outstanding, and, to those of us 
in the field adhering to these policies, particularly rewarding when 
we see the possible and actual results accruing from adaptation to 
those policies. The opportunities for self-development of our Native 
people have been significantly enhanced by your expressions of con­
cern in reviewing the aims and goals of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Your leadership, guidance and devotion to the cause of the Native 
people has been exemplary and we value the memories you leave with 
us. On behalf of the Fairbanks Agency staff and myself, we wish you 
the best of everything during your retirement and hope that the 
experience and knowledge that you have acquired during your Bureau 
service will be utilized in future consultations with leaders in the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs who follow you. 

Sincerely, 

~~.~ 
Wallace 0. Craig / 
Superi ntenelent 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF I NDIAN AFFA IRS 

Colville Indian Agency 
Post Office Box 97 

Coulee Dam, Washington 99116 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 14, 1969 

I N RE P L Y REFER T O , 

We have been advised that you are retiring from your position 
as Conunissioner at the end of this month. I would like to take 
this opportunity to say that I have enjoyed working for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs while you held this important post. 
I feel that the Indian people have made progressive strides 
during the time you have directed the Bureau. 

Speaking from a more personal standpoint, I wish to thank you 
for the support you have given me while at Colville Agency. 
You came out on the ground and learned firsthand the special 
problems that exist here. You were able to observe why it has 
not always been possible to implement some of the fine programs 
you initiated for the benefit of our Indian people, and your 
help and assistance have been most appreciated. 

I wish you and Mrs . Bennett many fruitful years of happy 
retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elmo Miller 
Superintendent 



ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF CHEMAWA 
CHEMAWA INDIAN SCHOOL Chemawa, Oregon 97306 

Advisor 

Superintendent - Hallie O. Walters 

Principal - William J . Tucker 

Officers 

Clement E. Azur e Pres . - Eugene Bordukofsky 

V. Pres. - Eva Wilson 

Sec . - Madelyn Reft 

Treas . - Donald Jackson 

1 May 15, 1969 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commisoner of Indian Affairs 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

The students of Chemawa would like to take this 
time to congradulate you on your retirement. Thank 
you for all the help you gave to this school and for 
what you did for all the Native and Indian people of 
this great country. 

In memory we present our school yearbooks for 
1967-68 and 1969-70. 

Again congradulations and we all are gratful 
for your help. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ - ~4/i 
~ Bourdukofsky ~ 
(President) 

' THE VOICE OF THE BRAVES' 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Chemawa Indian School 
Chemawa, Oregon 97306 

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 15, 1969 

I heard with regret that you had submitted your resignation as 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to be effective May 31 , 1969. 

Having worked for you during your stay in Alaska as Area Director 
and later, after your appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
I feel that I can speak with some knowledge of the working spirit 
and dedication which I feel you brought to the Indian Bureau. In 
my own view, I think the most important thing that you helped people 
in the Bureau to remember was the basic reason why they were working 
and for whom they were working. This has made a difference in the 
past several years. 

Personally I will always feel proud to be able to say that I worked 
in the Bureau of Indian Affairs during your tenure as Commissioner. 
Mrs . O'Brien and I send our very best wishes to you, to Mrs. Bennett 
and to your children, and we hope and believe that your voice and 
influence will continue in Indian Affairs after your retirement. 

~ (l,Jj_ "' 
Charles A. O'Brien 
Acting Superintendent 

-. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 

POST OFFICE BOX 378S 

PORTLAND , OREGON 97208 

May 15, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

It has been a pleasure to have known and worked with you when you 
were Assistant Area Director in Aberdeen and during the period 
you were Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I sincerely believe that 
you have done a very fine job and have contributed a great deal to 
the development of the American Indians. 

My family and myself wish you a very happy and enjoyable retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Juneau Area Office 
Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 15, 1969 

Even with the official notice of your retirement party, it is not 
easy for Gayle and I to accept the fact of your retirement. Un­
questionably , you have left a deep and meaningful mark on the 
history of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Yours is a record of 
service that all could emulate. Officially and personally you 
will be missed. 

It is with complete sincerity that Gayle and I wish for you the 
deserved rewards of a distinguished career and for you and Cleota 
happiness in a future that is sure to be as productive as your 
past. 

t✓~ 
Gordon G. Cavnar 



7:gPnek )lauapement 6PrpPratiP11 
TELEPHONE 27 2·4461 

KALOA BUILDING 

1675 C STREET 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

May 15, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. - 20242 

' . . . 
• 
' . 
f . 

We have been advised that you will be leaving the position of 
Commissioner and would like to add our comments to t h e many , many 
we know you will be receiving with your leaving t h e agency with 
which you h ave served for so many years. My personal feelings 
concerning the programming you worked with in respect to the Native 
Village of Tyonek probably can best be expressed by saying 'we know 
we will miss you and it will be difficult to pick up with your 
successor no matter who he may be' . 
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Th e fact that you were present wi t h the beginnings of a new community , 
a new outlook at life and a total new program for a group of people 
who had for years lived in poverty and degradation with little hope 
for their future must give you a great sense of satisfaction. From 
my point of view it has been a pleasure to be associated with you in 
this effort. We hope there will be the opportunity to have some 
contact with you after you leave your position as Commissioner and 
that we will not lose touch . We appreciate your many efforts over the 
past years and wish you the best of health and success in your future 
endeavors. 

?fn~ 
F . M. Stevens 
General Manager 
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NATIVE VILLAGE OF TYONEK, ALASKA 

COUNCIL 

EDWARD KROTO 

ADAM KROTO 

ROBERT STANDIFER 

LECON CHUITT 

BILL STANDIFER, SR. 

INCORPORATED 

TYONEK, ALASKA 99682 

May 15, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. - 20242 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

PRESIDENT 

FRED BISMARK 

VICE PRESIDENT 

DANIEL STANDIFER 

SECRETARY 

EMIL McCORD, SR. 

TREASURER 

HARRY TRENTON 

ATTORNEYS 

MCCUTCHEON, GROJ,I & 

BENKERT ! ~ 
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During the past five years the council of the Native Village of Tyonek 
has been privileged to present you with pictorial reports of our 
progress. We understand your moving from the position of Commissioner 
and we wish you the best of everything as you leave. 

We look back to a time five years ago where you were faced with 
difficult decisions in respect to our program, we look back to the 
time where your position was not understandable and not acceptable to 
us. We recognize that at that point you demonstrated an ability to 
move with the situation and to come up with new ideas, new programming 
and opportunities that were understandable and acceptable to us. We 
appreciate the fact that you were able to do this and we want you to 
know that while our relationships with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
have not always been comfortable and acceptable our relationship with 
you as a person meets the test of friendship. 

We hope that you will feel that you are welcome to visit in our h omes 
should the opportunity present it~elf. Our best wishes go with you to 
whatever the future may hold. 

Fred Bismark, Sr. 
President 

C/) 
c../ r: r 

Tyonek Village Council 
Native Village of Tyonek 
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue , N. W. 
Washington, D. C . 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

888 Kentwood Drive 
Brigham City, Utah 84302 
May 15 , 1969 

Congratulations to you on your retirement ! After thirty 
some odd years of service with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
it has been my personal pleasure and satisfaction to work 
with you on many different occasions , and especially in 
Alaska and in Washington, D. C. You always seemed to 
have the knack of knowing what to do before "congressionals" 
and thus turn them into letters of commendation rather than 
letters of complaint. 

Another great satisfaction to me is that you, as Area 
Director and as Commissioner, delegated responsibilities 
in a manner which built confidence in employees who worked 
with you. 

Finally, I have always regretted the fact that when we 
played horseshoe I was 11hot 11 and you were 11 cold. 11 Had 
this been the reverse, I may have become Assistant 
Commissioner by now! 

Incidentally, now that you are going to have a new position 
description and a different time schedule , please drop by 
the Instructional Service Center at Brigham City and PU 
let you get even with me in horseshoes. You are welcome 
any time, of course . 

With kindest regards to you and yours . 

Sincerely yours, 

~/.uJ~ 
Edgar L . Wight 



UNITED STATES 
DEPA RTMEN T OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN.SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 15, 1969 

People say nobody is indispensable, but a mighty big gap is 
created in our organization when some people leave . Such a 
gap will occur when you leave the Bureau . Many of us will 
miss you very much . 

As Commissioner you have done a commendable job in giving the 
Bur eau direction and guidance toward developing a greater 
sensitivity to the needs , wishes, and aspirations of Indian 
people . The Bureau will ever be more conscious of the need 
to involve Indian people in shaping their own destinies be­
cause of your efforts and leadership . 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Community 
Services 

You have been like the Rock of Gibraltar, standing firm during 
sunshine and storm. This has given much stability to the Bureau . 
It has also been a great comfort to know that those of us in the 
field could turn to you for good and sound advice d~awn from many 
years of t ried and proven experience . Words cannot express how 
much this has meant to field personnel to have a person of your 
caliber on the team. 

It is my sincere hope that the future has much good health and 
happiness in store for you and yours . 

May God continue to bestow His blessings upon you . 

yours, 

Leslie M. Keller 



~04/t4 11aae, €~ ~ 
HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE 

Regular Meetings on the First Friday of Each Month 

P. O. Box 817 HOOPA, CALIFORNIA 95546 

May 15, 1969 

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett 

Phone 625-4691 

We were very sorry to hear of your resignation. 

The Hoopa Tribal delegates who :met with you recently in 

Washington D.C. were happy for having had to opportunity 

to meet and talk with you. 

On behalf of myself, the Tribal delegation and the 

Tribal Council we express our regrets at your departure as 

our Commissioner and wish you luck in your future endeavors. 

Sincerely 

c~t~an 
Hoopa Valley Business Council 

DRY 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

BRANCH OF PUBLIC SCHOOL RELATIONS 

5301 CENTRAL AVENUE, N . E . , ROOM 201 

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87108 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 15, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Education 

Congratulations on your well-earned retirement! I can 
well remember the first time you spoke before a group 
of teachers attending a workshop at Tempe. That speech 
provided teachers and administrators with a background 
of information that they were able to understand and put 
into practice. I have had occasion to hear and read 
many other excellent speeches you have made, but none 
more stimulating than the one at Tempe. 

I am sure you will retire with a feeling of deep satis­
faction in a job well done. Your kind of leadership was 
needed and deeply appreciated by Indian people, as well 
as Bureau employees and the general public. The fruits 
of your labor may be slow in coming but they will, even 
in our time. --

Our very best wishes go to you and your family. If you 
come to the Southwest, I hope you will come by and see us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Glenn C. Lundeen, Chief 
Division of Public School Relations 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Administration 
003 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

MINNESOTA AGENCY 

THIRD FLOOR, FEDERAL BU ILDING 

BEMIDJI. MINNESOTA 56601 

May 15, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

It has been an honor and a privilege to have served under you 
in your capacity as Commissioner the past three years. 
Wherever I have worked in the Southwest and here, over the 
past 28 years in the Bureau, your name and your tracks left 
a deep and lasting impressiono 

At the time of this writing we do not know who your 
successor will be. Actually I had hoped that the occasion 
for a letter such as this would not have occurred for 
some years. 

The staff and I wish you the best of health and success in 
your future endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

~d/0~ 
Paul A. Krause 
Superintendent 





Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob: 

May 16, 1969 

In 1948, at the time when you were working for the Vete­
rans Administration, you called a meeting of the South­
west Indians. Practically all of the Arizona tribes were 
represented to discuss the many problems which existed on 
all reservations. 

From this meeting we got to know each other better. We 
realized we had the same common problems on all reserva­
tions. This meeting motivated the Indian people toward 
a united front and a strong desire to appeal to our govern­
ment to correct or improve the general welfare of the 
Indians throughout Arizona. 

Three years later the Arizona Inter-Tribal Council was or­
ganized at a time when Indians of Arizona faced strong 
discrimination. Through the work of the Inter-Tribal 
Council in their public relations program they were able 
to bring about better feelings and better relations with 
their non-Indian neighbors. Today the Indian people of 
Arizona are accepted everywhere. All these changes in 
Arizona, I believe, is due largely to our first meeting in 
1948, initiated by you . 

Those of us in tribal leadership at that time will remem­
ber. I, for one, appreciate your work in getting us 
together. Your leadership all over the Indian country 
and the American Indians themselves know that you have 
proved yourself as a great Indian chief and a great Indian 
leader. 

At a time when we still need your leadership, at a time 
when most government officials, politicians and the general 
public have a strong sentiment toward Indian involvement 
and Indian participation in the atmosphere of Washington, 
then suddenly a change is to take place. This incident is 
a big setback to the American Indians. 



Although I know that you have a great satisfaction to know 
that your work and efforts were well accepted by Indians 
everywhere, you will go down in history as a man who spoke 
for the American Indians. Personally, I will always remem­
ber you as my friend. 

Thank you, Bob, for a job well done. 

Sincerely yours, 

rfla~-vc~ ~ 
Clarence Wesley __,, 7 



404 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20515 
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220 CITIZENS BUILDING 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 57401 
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May 16, 1969 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

MEMBER: 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

SHIRLEY M. LUIKENS 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

JOHN C. VICKERMAN 
PRESS SECRETARY 

Your retirement as Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
is regretted more deeply than I can ever express. In that 
office you have done one of the most outstanding jobs that any 
Commissioner has ever accomplished. 

Since last January, my office has continually received 
week after week letters and telegrams not only from Indian Tribal 
leaders and Tribal Councils, but from friends of Indians urging 
me to continue to impress upon this Administration the importance 
of your being retained as Commissioner. They have all commented 
on your superb performance as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

I regret that I have not been able to prevail upon those 
who would make the decision that you should remain. I believe that 
this will result in a distinct loss to the country and to the Indian 
people. However, I know that you will leave the active service of 
the Bureau with a warm spot in your heart and an abiding faith in 
the ability of the Indian people to eventually find themselves in 
this wonderful society of ours and that we may continue to look to 
you for guidance, encouragement and help. 

I hope that in the years ahead we will be able to continue 
our close and happy association. 

Alice joins me in extending our very best wishes for 
many pleasant and rewarding years for you and Cleota. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben Reifel, M. C. 

BR:sl 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND 8, OREGON 
572•J8 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington. D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 16, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

I had hoped that I would be congratulating you on your reappointment 
as our Commissioner. However, fate must have decided otherwise 
or the "cards must have been stacked". 

It has been wonderful knowing and working with vou for approximately 
35 years; our first acquaintance being at Haskell then Fort Duchesne. 

You have spent your life--first, preparing yourself educationallv; 
by work experience, and th~n encouraging and assisting the Indians 
in the various positions vou have held both in and out of the service. 

Knowing you as I do, you won't quit now but will continue to devote 
your life to the Indians and their progress. 

Although others did what they could, Angela and I worked almost night 
and day for you as we knew what your retention would do for the 
Indians' general welfare. We must "keep in touch". 

With sincere best wishes. 

Si nee rel v -~our;:? 

vfd'_ ~ .t~-~-2::::z~:::::::.-~ 
~~ Assistant 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Branch of Employment Assistance 
Greyhound Bus Depot, Room 4 
Spokane, Washington 99204 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

May 16, 1969 

It is wTili regret:7:ha£ we -learnecl you haa resigned your position 
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs and that you were retiring from 
the service. 

Your record will stand out as being a faithful and devoted 
employee to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and an individual who has 
the interest of the Indian people at heart. 

Your loyalty and dedicated service to the Bureau and the Indian 
people will be greatly missed, and we are sure another individual of 
your capabilities and interest will be hard to find. 

We wish you and Mrs. Bennett many happy and fruitful years of 
retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

~l:~ 
Robert T. Crawford 
Employment Assistance Officer 

)tkHf. >II C#/ trtr;,__ 
Robert R. McMartin 
Employment Assistance Specialist 

~ M.., ' ~ ,u~ 

Doris M. Kevis 
Clerk-Stenographer 



Alaska Native Brotherhood 
Camp Number 2 Box 566 Juneau, Alaska 99801 

JAMES AUSTIN, JR. 
President 

WILLIE ALLEN 
Vice President 

JOE WILSON 
Corresponding Secretary 

ROBERT MARTIN 
Recording Secretary 

AMOS WALLACE 
Financial Secretary 

CARL NELSON 
Treasurer 

JOHN WILSON, SR. 
Camp Council 

THOMAS BENNETT 
THOMAS PADDOCK 
Camp Council 

JOHN WILSON, JR. 
RAYMOND PECK 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

May 16, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
u. s. Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

We were indeed sorry to hear of your resignation. 
So many years of your life have been dedicated to help­
ing the American Indian adjust and become truly accepted 
in today's society. 

Our Alaskan Native will certainly feel the loss. 
Our best wishes go with you in whatever you plan to do 
in future years. 

Regards to your wife Cleota and family. 

2Sincerely,~ · ~ 
( ~ ~ ( - / .. -

, es Austin ~ 
President 

JA/cc 
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r ' Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

It was wonderful of you to take the time to be 
at the Dartmouth celebration at Columbia, Connecticut, 
on Saturday. 

Furthermore, your talk was a most down-to-earth, 
timely and stimulating one. 

All of us are indebted to you for a lifetime of 
dedication to the welfare of your people and of the 
entire nation. It is my hope that you will have the 
opportunity of visiting Dartmouth once you transfer 
the arduous duties of being Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, a step which you plan to take very shortly. 

Thanks ever so much again for your presence and 
for your remarks which made this entire occasion an 
even more enjoyable and meaningful one. 

Cordially, 

~ J 1~-' -----, 
The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

CJZ/arm 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C, 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Aberdeen, South Dakota 
May 19, 1969 

It was with much regret that we learned you will no longer be 
our Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We have known you since 
the Aberdeen Area Office first came into existence almost 20 
years ago. The Bureau will not seem the same without you, 

We thoroughly enjoyed working with you during your tours of 
duty in this office, and it has been a pleasure to see you 
progress to the highest position in the Bureau. 

We know you and your family will find much happiness wherever 
your travels may take you. Our best wishes go with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~ 
Ernie and Roslyn Jakes 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN.SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 19, 1969 

Now that you have decided to leave our fold, some of us question 
where we shall look for knowledgeable and sincere direction. I 
know you must enjoy a great deal of satisfaction in having been 
in various positions of the Bureau and to feel the closeness and 
warmth of having served so many people so well. 

IN REPLY RE F ER TO: 

Economic 
Development 

Over the years your advice has served as my check and balance in 
dea 1 i ng with problems in ~1hi ch you a 1 ready had much experience. 
You always offer most freely and amicably alternatives for meeting 
the many complex problems which arise daily in our dealings with 
the Indian people. You offer this because you have a wealth of 
knowledge and experience to draw from. Those of us who have 
drawn from this well will sorely miss your guidance. 

May your future continue to offer the best things in life. 

Sincerely yours, 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 19, 1969 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

The notice I have before me indicates that on May 31, after more 
than 37 years of Government .service, you plan to retire. Your 
direction toward the development of programs to benefit Indian 
people will most assuredly be missed by all, 

I have not had an opportunity to often be directly involved in 
discussions you have held or in aiding in the development of 
policy for BIA, but it is evident to me that in the few years 
you have been our Commissioner, more has been acoomplished in 
truly involving Indian people in making decisions which affect 
their economic well being, than has ever been the case before, 
Indian people have become used to this kind of involvement and 
with the increasingly capable Indian leadership showing up 
almost everywhere, I don't think such Indian leaders will ever 
again permit themselves to be pushed into the background where 
matters affecting their well being are being considered. This 

) 

is a landmark, among many, that you will be leaving behind, one 
of which you can most certainly be proud. 

I wish you and Mrs. Bennett many years of healthful and happy 
retirement , However, I'm sure we haven't heard the last of 
"Bob Bennett" insofar as matters concerning Indian people are 
concerned , 

My sincere congratulations go to you for a long and most success­
ful career in Government service and in service to Indian people. 
I am pleased to have been able to be a part of your administration. 

, Sincerely yours, 

Bill Pitner 



Honorable Hobert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of 

Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES 
Of The 

PO Box 520 

PENDLETON, OREGON 97801 

Area Code 503 Phone 276-5961 

May 19~ 1969' 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

GENERAL COUNCIL 

The Board of Trustees and members of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation of Oregon, wish to express their appreciation for 
the many benefits and productive developments you have secured for the 
Indian people. 

Indians are now being recognized and acknowledged as individuals. We 
fe el credit for this is due largely to your efforts and hard work for this cause. 
Your retirement will leave a tremendous gap in Indian betterment and will be 
felt deeply by all who wish to be known in their own rights . 

We sincerely regret that you are retiring, but wish you many happy 
years of full and happy living, and are sure the work for yours and our ideals , 
will not retire, but will continue to fulfillment. The door is always open 
anytime that you are in our vicinity and hope you can visit often. 

Respectfully , 

t~v~~ 
VIOLA P. WOCATSIE, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

TREATY JUNE 9, 1855 • CAY U S E, U MAT I LL A AN D WALL A WAL LA TR I B E S 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Toppenish, Washington 
May 20, 1969 

This is a sad occasion for Bureau and Indian people. I hope it 
can be a more pleasant time for you and Mrs. Bennett, for you 
surely have earned an opportunity for some rest and relaxation. 

I feel your departure very strongly for I was fortunate to have 
been exposed to your philosophy at first hand over several years 
in Washington. Your confidence in the ability of Indian people 
and your emphasis on the need to involve them in decisions af­
fecting their lives are exactly what we have needed. It is a 
philosophy which I can whole-heartedly support and with which I 
can be very comfortable in dealing with Indian people. Your 
impact will be with all of us for a long time. 

I hope you managed to convey your "80% - 20% analogy to many 
Bureau people. It is serving me well. 

Mary joins me in our very best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett 
for a well-earned but premature retirement. 

Sincerely, 

William T. Schlick 
Superintendent 

· Yakima Indian Agency 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Fort Hall Agency 
Fort Hall, Idaho 83203 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 20, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

Administration 

In the words of the Indian people, 11 it is hard" to say farewell 
to a truly great Indian Commissioner who has led us out of 
darkness into a brilliant world of light; now we see brightrays 
of hope for all Indian people, those living today and the others 
to come in future years. 

Your warm and dramatic philosophy toward Indian people has quickened 
our heartbeats, and captured the initiative and imagination of all 
peoples who are dedicated to honestly working for the best interests 
of that great race of people--the American Indians. What you have 
handed the people, - direct involvement in matters relating to their 
destiny, decision-making responsibility, and the will to be hL1TT1ble, 
and yet rightly proud of their Indian :heritage, - is a gift that 
man alone will never be able to subdue or erase from the face of the 
earth. 

The lives of all who have been privileged and honored to have known 
you, and worked with you, are indeed enriched by your qualities of 
inspirational leadership as the most outstanding Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs that has ever arisen on the horizon of Indian Affairs. 

I consider it a great moment of my life, and that of my family, and 
also in behalf of the employees of the Fort Hall Agency jurisdiction, 
to wish you and yours many glorious and happy years in your new life. 

Sincerely yours, 

/~:4. 
W. A. Mehojah, 
Superintendent 

/4_ 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Fort Hall Agency 
Fort Hall, Idaho 83203 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 20, 1969 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

Social Services 

The announcement of your retirement was received with many 
regrets. From the time of your first report to Congress to 
the latest communique from your office, the philosophy you so 
expressed in the interest of the Indian people i nstilled in us 
a sense of accomplishment and hopes for the :future. They were 
most inspiring and refreshing to us in the field. 

While it is with deep regret that you soon will be leaving us 
as Commissioner, we are pleased in the realization that in still 
other capacities your positive leadership shall undoubtedly be 
an inspiration to your people. 

Sincerely yours, 

Branch of Social Services 

;z/~I¼/ ~ 
Harold W. Hinrichsen 
Agency Social Worker 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND 8, OREGON 

'07'.203 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob : 

May 20, 1969 

It has been a real comfort to many of us to know that you had 
walked the many trails of the Bureau and knew from experience 
the problems, frustrations, and real pleasures of day-to-day 
activities. 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

You will be missed and the Bureau will not be the same without 
you; but your policies and philosophy are too deeply imbedded 
in the Indian people and the Bureau to be quickly forgotten. 
You led us all to the right track. 

I expect that you will soon leave the Office of Commissioner, 
but your past leadership will continue to influence many. I also 
believe and hope that you will find a way to use your wisdom and 
leadership for the betterment of the Indian people. 

Good luck and many happy years of retirement--or whatever-­

Sincerely yours, 

A. W. Galbraith 
Assistant Area Director 

.(Economic Development) 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
POST OFFICE BOX 3785 

PORTLAND 8, OREGON 
~'. ~ -:~08 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

May 20, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

In my thirty-two years of service, the last four years have 
been the closest the Bureau has come to communicating with 
Indians in the matter of understanding each other's problems 
and trying to work together to solve them. 

Certainly the changes have been dramatic, particularly in the 
Portland Area. It's good to have Indians defending the Bureau 
against all comers for a change. This I'm sure is due in large 
part to your personal attitudes, experience and influence as 
the leader. Your philosophies have struck a chord with Indian 
needs. It's too bad the American system of political party 
machinations deprives the .American Indian of continuity of your 
type of direction and policies. I hope the Administration 
recognizes and acknowledges the dramatic changes for the good 
of Indians which you achieved during your term as Connnissioner, 
and proceeds to act accordingly. 

I believe you were known by more people, Indians and employees 
as well, than any other Connnissioner we have had. You took the 
time to see and meet people, to talk to them, and this, I'm 
sure, helped all of us in.making the progress that was made 
during the immediate past few years. 

If you're around Portland in the future, you'll always be welcome. 
We'll have the good sense, however, not to take you to the " Top 
of the Cosmo" again. I've never been a collection agent for any 
occasion since! 

As a Chippewa Indian employee, I say thanks for paving the way 
for better things to come for all Indians. And good luck on 
your retirement! 

yours, 

J es E. Sayers 
A~ istant Area Director 

L,/" (Administration) 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 20, 1969 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W. , 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett : 

If I said that in addition to great ability, 
you had a fine sense of humor that would merely 
be my opinion. However, if I declared that you 
had the greatest rapport of any Commissioner with 
both the I ndian people and your staff, I would 
really be stating a simple fact . 

Your insistence that Indians participate in 
decisions concerning themselves was a wise policy 
and one greatly appreciated by them, and it was 
a pleasure for me to be associated with you . 

The Bureau will sustain a great loss in 
your departure but we know that your talents will 
ever be at the service of the Indians, and we 
wish you well. 

Sincerely yours , 

Albert E. Kane 
Program Advisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Program Coordination 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Connnissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

8624 McHenry Street 
Vienna, Virginia 

May 20, 1969 

Sir, you are leaving with my bank account! You will recall 
that at the time I declined consideration (mutually agreed) 
for a "choice" Superintendency a few months ago I asked to 
have the "good will" returned to your "bank" for later 
wi thd rawa 1. 

And, I'll have you know I heard about the gesture you thought 
of giving me if I were only along the street while you and 
Ray Jackson were riding in the back seat of the Secretary's 
limousine (courtesy of Chuck Luce) from BOB to House Hearings. 
Seriously, Bob, I have enjoyed working for you and your 
humorous exchanges and its terrific timing made tough situa­
tions easier. I consider your using me in that humor as 
complimentary. 

Best wishes from the guy to which you awarded an "Oscar" for 
record length "I don't know" answer to Congressman Haley's 
query during heirship hearings. 

Sincerely, 

~ Charles P. Corke 





GATEWAY 
PRINTER 

May 20, 1969 

Mr. Bennett , 

Charlene Nacke 



188 Eleanor Drive 
Woodside, California 

May 20 , 1969 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington , D. C. 

My dear Commissioner: 

It was with very great interest that I read the quotations 

from your testimony before the Congressional committee . And I 

want to go on record and compliment you very much on the competent 

manner of your presentation and the importance of selecting the 

one thing of value to the B.I.A.: your objectives and 

accomplishments. 

a=y1:/Mv4 
CLW :f Charles L. Wheeler 

:s tQ 

~ c::: 
~:,:, 

"" t,.~ 
~ :'.,? -rJ ;:s1 

- --1-ri 

Ei ~;;n ....., .•. ,.,, 
~ ere< 

'° 
~-·m 

i,,,_ ,.::, 

=- o·n 
::r.i::: 

.,., 
.... :' !': 

0, ~ 

<to 
,r, 



Eil02 > CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-E:i:te11siom of Remm·ks May 20, 1969 : 
b een otherwise es tablished in accordanc 

· th Sec tlon 2 of these Rules. 
) At the option of the u t ility, a de oslt 

plus ccrucd interest may be refund ti, in 
whole r In part, at any time earl! tha n 
the t.in s hereinabove prescribed in this 
Section . 

Section 
holding a c. sh deposit shall k ep a record 
showing : (a) the n ame and c rrcnt address 
of each deposl r; (b) t he ni ount a nd <late 
of the deposit; and (c) , ch tran saction 
concern ing the d ioslt. 

Section 7. App Z by a7Jplicant or cus­
tomcr.-E:tch u tillt sh I direct Its p erson­
nel engaged in lnit ia ntact with an appli­
cant for service or ustomcr, seeking to 
establish or r e-est, oli credit under the 
provisions of thes Rule to inform him, if 
he expresses diss, isfnctio with the d ecision 
of such person el, of his ht to have the 
problem cons! erect and act d upon by su­
pervisory per onnel of the u tl ·ty. Each util-
ity shall rthcr direct sue supervisory 
p ersonnel Inform such an plicant or 
cnstome , wh o expresses d lssatisf tlon with 
t,110 de sion of such supervisor y ersonnel, 
of b r!gb t to h ave the problem viewed 
by official of the Comm.lsslon a n shall 
fur !sh h im the name o! the Com sion 
o cial to bo contacted and his address d 

lephon,e number. 

SSIONER BENNET!' SPEAKS 
F OR AMERICAN INDIANS 

HON. ED .EDMONDSON 
OF OI<I,AHOMI\ 

IN T HE HOUSE 01' REPRESENTATIVES 

T uesday, May 20, 19_69 

Mr. EDMONDSON. Mr. Speaker, on e 
of the great American Indian leaders of 
this generation is Commissioner Robert 
L. Bennett of the Bureau of Indian Af­
fairs. Commissioner Bennett h as pro­
vided remarkable leadership in creating 
a partnership between the Indians and 
the Federal Government through the 
Bureau. 

This leadership h as been an expres­
sion of Commissioner Bennett 's philoso­
phy that the American Indian must 
move into society as a constructive and 
con tribut ing force, while at the same 
time m aintaining and cherishing h is In- , 
dian herit age and the Indian tribal 
organzatl.ons. 

The Bureau under Commissioner Ben­
n ett's leadership has placed special em­
phasis on the role of the young Indians. 
This emphasis reflects the Commission-­
er's undersLanding of the problems fac ­

. ing the Indian children and young 
adults, both on and off the r eservations. 

Mr, Speaker, Mr. Bennett summed up 
his philosophy quite well in a speech he . 
made last fall to the National Congress 
of American Indians in Omaha, Nebr., 

. and I would like to have this speech .. 
printed in the RECORD. I would especially 
like to call the atten tion of my col-• 
leagues to the final section of this 

.... , speech, the section on "Indian Youth ": 
T HE FUTURE AND T HE FmsT AMERI CANS 

It is a please for me as you r Commissioner , 
friend. fellow Incllnn American , nncl m em ber 
of NC/II to provide you with a r eport of my 
efforts dur ing t hi: past 29 m onths. By t h o 
way, 29 months ls a new record for an In­
dian Commissioner, as t h e only oth er Indian 

--. Commissioner, Ma jor Eli P arker, was a llowed 
to servo only 26 month s. · 

No Commissioner has received such won­
d erful support ns yon h :we given me. I want 
you to know that it is appreciated more than 
I can say. With this k ind of support you 
have made my Job easier, the burdens, cares 
and worries Jlgl1 ter , and the satisfaction 
from whatever progress has been made much 
greater . 

I n deed, the past several months have been 
a time of several " firsts" for the First Ameri­
cnnS. 

can 11ever re&-t as lon g n.s we arc confronted 
with new ideas of concern. 

For this reason in particular it is lmpor­
ta.nt that we spend tim e durin g this con­
vention to analyze cert,aln new issues in 
Indian affairs that will have a growing and 
lasting impact upon the ultimate destiny 
of the Indian people. 

These t hree issues a re: The righ ts of indi­
vidual Indians under tho Gon,;Ututlon of , • 
the United States; problems of Indians who 

For the firs t time in history-in this year 
1968-a President of the United States sent 
to Congress a m essage d ealing exclusively 
with. American Indians an d the social and . 
economic prob lems confronting them. 

· a re Increasingly congregating In ofI-rcscrva­
tion communities; and, last but lmrdly leas t, 
the young among us. 

Each of these Issu es Is a r eflection of ·che 
fact that the lives of Indians arc becoming 
more and m ore enmeshed with society as a 
whole. I t Is a trend we cannot reverse; and 
therefore we must h elp ease the t ransition 

For the first time in history, Indian tribal 
organi.:ations h ave begun to t ake an active 
part in State and regional economic d evelop• 
ment planning, so that Indian lands wlll no 
longer be surrou nded b y that Invisible b arrier 
t.hat separates reservation economies from 
growth opportunities with their neighbor­
ing commu nities. 

For the first time, ,Indian people are being 
afforded a partnership with the Federal Gov­
ernment in Indian affairs . 

For the first t ime, the President in his 
special message , and the Senate in the p as­
sage of s. Con. ·Res. 11 hnve taken affirmative 
action to bury the unil ateral termination 
policies of the 1950's and instead offer n ew 
h ope to the Indian people that they will be 
m asters of t heir own fate. 1 

For the first time. the education of In­
dian children has been given priority atten ­
tion, not only in terms of dollars expended to 
quantify it but In t erms of brain power in­
ves ted in giving It quality , from kindergarten 
to college. Jiopefnlly t,h crc will never be nn­
othcr r:cncn,1.1011 of In(ltnn s who s u ffe r a kine! 
of sccond-clnss citizensh ip because of their 
second-rate schoolln g. 

Most Importan t of a ll , for the first time 
1n this century t he Indian people have re­
discovered themselves as a great p eople and 
h ave begun to reestabllsh cultural and his­
toric id entit y. We are on the way once again 
to full corrnnand of our own future. 

Now, I am providing you the first Com- · 
m issioner 's report to the Indian people, It ls 
m y fervent hope that this wlll set a prece­
d ent so t h at each and every Comm.!ssloncr of 
Indian AlI:tlr will como to yon re1;,ru lnr ly and 
give an accounting of his administration. You 
a re en ti tied to this. 

Because you will have an opportunity to 
read this r eport at your leisure, I will not 
dwell upon it too much this afternoon _ If 
you have any questions, comments, or criti­
cisms, please f eel free to write me. I want . 
you to be fully informed and I hope sat isfied· 
that we are working together to achieve part ­
nership in reality and in spirit. The spirit of 
true partnershlp Is that spirit which m akes 
u s In the Bureau of Indian Affairs work In 
p artnership with you because we want to 
and not because someone told us to. 

Although we can develop the' capab ility to 
meet your needs by providing opportunities . 
,for adequate food, clothing, and shelter, I 
feel that you will be· satisfied only 1! you 
h ave a voice in · the development o! these 
opportunities. I promise you that as long as 
It ls my honor to be your Commissioner, your 
voice will be heard. 

I believe that our greatest progress has been, 
in the changing role of the Bu reau o! Indian 
Affairs to meet the ch:i.nging times. No part 
ot my position gives m e more difficulty or 
m ore pleasure thari that of being your advo­
cate in Government . 

I :i.m n ot u nmindful of my obligations to 
the Federal Government ns an execu tive offi­
cer, but I do fi n d a lot of run n in g room to 
advocate your Interests and I use it. I n.m 
grateful t h at Secretar y Stewart Udall h as 
suppor ted t h e Bureau In th is role of advocate. 

We cannot r est u pon our r ecord because 
we can never be s atisfied as long as some o! 
the ·p eople are Without adequate opportu ni­
ties to obtain food; clothing and· shelter. We 

so we do not lose. 
CIVIL RIG H TS 

\. 

'1.,he civil rights of American Ind io.ns under 
the Constitution of t he United States h ave 
been won slowly but not ea.sily. Cit izenship' 
h as b een guar:mteed only since 1924. Until 
the Civil Rights Act of 1GG4, voting rights 
of Indians under various State laws were 
frequently questioned. J ob discrimination 
against Indians existed in man y areas o! 
heavy Indian populat ion unt il equalization, ·' 
of employment opportunities for minorities 
was further protect ed by recent eder al iaw. 
Most recently, the Civil Rights Act c•f 1968 
gives further protections to the Indian clti• 
z enry of this country. 

Under the 1968 Act a.re several tf"tles-It 
through VII, to be speclfic-pertainirig di­
rec tly to Indians. Title II, for e:rnmp1e, pro­
vide~ rcclt'ess thro11 r,h Fcdcrnl c◊-1: r li, ;t •r1lns t 

· n.rbltral'y and capl'lclous trca tnw , :, by tribal 
n.ttthorltlcs In violation of Co,.,;ti .n tlon:tl 
rights. T itle IV of t ho Civil Rights Act re­
la tes to the assumption by States 01· cr imlnnl 
and civil jurisdiction over Indian cou n t ry. I t 
m akes a significant change In Public Law 280, 

I! , .. 

83rd Congress, by requiring consent of the 
Indian tribe before assumption of jurisdic-
tion by any S tate n ot now having such Juris- ~ 
diction; and' it further provides authority f or ... ,"), 
the United States to accept a retroccsslon of 
jurisdiction from States which lmve previ- • 
ously :i.cqulred it. · 

It would appear that the intent of Con­
gress , under this n ew Act . is to M,rnre uni­
formity of justice to nil Indians wh ile pro- ­
vldlng the means for a healty strengthening 
of tribal law enforcement au thority. It calls 
for a n ew model code for the few remaining 
courts under B IA jur isdiction an d for the 
training of Judges in such cour ts. Such n 
model code, and such professional tr::in.lng, 

· could well.be applicable to tribal courts. 
We hope thn.t you will join u s to render 

a service to member tribes--a.nd , conceivabiy, 
to otl1er tribes, as well- by providing le:ld­
ershlp to see that in time existing t ribal 
laws wlll relate to the r equirements of the 
new Civil Rlgl1.ts Act. Tllls concept hns taken 
a long time to be su pported by law and we 
must take the opportunity t o m ake it m ean-
~~~- . 

This organization can o.lso help member 
tribes obtain fullest benefit from other n ew 
legislation : The Juvenile Delinquency Pre­
vention and Cont rol Act; o.nd the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act. Bot h of 
these laws provide funds for h elp In improv­
in g lnw enforcement services and in ndmln­
lstcrlng justice cffcct.ivcly_ These laws quality 
Indian tribes for direct p:i.rtlclpnt lon. 

"The BIA is ready and willing to help you 
In this m atter . 

OFF- RESERVATION INDIANS 

Another issue---0ne ls which t his organi­
zation and all tribes must m ove to find so- ' 

. lutlons--is the qu estion ot off -reservation 
Indians. Thousands o! I ndian people are 
moving away from reservation con1111unitles, 
sometimes to nearby towns, som etimes to 
cities some miles distant. Not n.11 of the num­
bers who a.re now settling In su ch diverse 
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placcs~ as R a pid Ci t y, South Dakota; the because we look to them for the fulfillment 
Twin Cities of Minnenpolis and St. Paul ; of our dreams. They are our prim e resources 
Chlc.igo, San Francisco: and Los Angeles a re of vitality and n ew ideas, and our greatest 
doi n g so through the BIA's Adult Vocational r esource. 
Train.Ing and Employm ent Assistance services . How do we establlsh communication be-

The BIA's mission has not extended to tween them and u s? We need to create an 
Indians who leave the r eservation, except to en vironment for them to speak out with a. 
the extent that it prm·ldes short- ter m serv- sense of r esponsibility and not of futlli ty. 
Ices for those on r eser vations who seek BIA We need to provide a forum by which they 
help 111 r elocating . can m ake their voices heard on public Issues . 

Neither d oes the BIA mission extend to We n eed to t alk and llsten to each other with 
Indians whose reservation lands are not un- 1nutual respect, and the d esire for under­
der Federal t rusteeship control. Large poclcets standing-and we need to make them fee l 
of Indian population in northern New York comfortable In this dialogue, but we do not 
and M11inc, for example, a re beyond BIA's n eed always to agree with them. ·we need to 
purylew. So :ire smaller groups scattered understand them. They want to talk to you­
along the east coast from Massachusetts to the Indian leaders-and not to others. The 
G eorgia, a.nd groups In Callfornia that have re:ison I know this Is becau se m any, m any 
been " tcrmlnrctcd." young p eople In the last few months h ave 

Indian organizations, therefore , are the told me t his. 
hope of t h ese groups. Through your struc- We should seek to build and not to de­
ture and that of your tribes' , you can help stroy-because In seeking to destroy we be­
them to rally public attention to their cau se come our own victims. We n eed to think and 
and public aid to alleviate their pressing communicate In rea listic terms with sln cer­
n eeds. T hrough State and loca l governments, lty as its b asis. And, we need to face life In 
the Federal Government cllsburses billlons of our times. We n eed to draw upon the p ast-­
dollars annually for such services as publlc but not to rest upon It. We need to keep 
schoollng, health and welfare, development · I n dian heritage a llvlng thing-and keep It 
of commu ni ty p rojects. and manpower train- from becoming stagnant. And the only su g­
lng. The question ls : Are t he off-reservation gestlon I could m ake on the theme for tWs 
I ndians, and the Indians on reservations n ot conference ls to h ave the word "Living" b e­
under trusteeship, gett ing a fai r share of fore Indian Heritage b ecause a stagnant or a 
their community's total Federal outlay? , dead h eritage is of no value. Indian youth 

You need also come to grips with the are coming on us very strong. They are com­
problems which develop In relationsl11ps be- Ing on u s In large numbers-they are comU1g 
tween those of you who llve In Indian com- on us better educated-they are coming on 
munltles, and t hose who live away. We are us more sophisticated. Fifty percent of the 
all of one blood, we all have •the same basic general population of this country ls approx­
goals, we are too few to have any polltlca l !m ately 28 years of age and under. These 
voice u nless we nre u nited. young p eople as they come on can be a posl-

Inctl:ms in fnr away communities are proud tlve force for good, or they can be a n egative 
of t heir Indian heritage, have organized · force for evil-this is our challenge. Indian 
themselves because of their common Interest, culture does not provide a place for the young 
and seek a meaningful relation ship with p erson because In the Indian culture you 
those of you who are in positions of tribal went from child to m an or from child to 
r esponslblllty. woman. Wisdom was related to age, and 

We n eed to sit down and star t discussions silence among the young was a virtue. But 
that will open t he way for understanding because the minds of our young h ave been 
bet ween resident and non-residen t Indians . stimulated by educa tion and new experi­
I nm sure we will find that we h ave much in ences, more than ever before t hey want to 
common nncl that most ctlfTcrcnccs can be know " why? " and we need to answer. They 
resolved. We cnnnot affor<l the lu xu ry of dis - posscsR every thi ng to lrnl](L healthy pcn;on­
unlly, so I su ggc&t U1 n t the NCJ\I u se its nll t lcs. They h nvc heredity In which they 
good offices to bring about u seful meetings w11nt to t ake pride- they come from nn en­
between those who Jive In Indian commu- vlronmcnt with which they know they must 
nitles and those who are away. cope-but they know that they alone must 

accept responslblllty for how they respond to 
Ir.DIAN YOUTH the situations that they will be confronted -

As the forces of change are at work all with !n dally life. They wlll h ave to accept 
over the world- and since the reservation ls their heredity, cope with t li'eir environment, 
no longer Isolated from the rest of society and say to them selves, "Now wh·at shall I do 
beca use of T.V., r adio, and all comm u nication with myself?" 
m eclla, Indian you th ls In turmoll over what The rate of suicides among younger In­
they see and h ear. T his turmoil ls good if it ls dlnns Is greater than the youn g people In 
founded In the reali ties of the Issues of society generally. The rate of suicides among 
today. And, t he r eality or the young Indian older Indians ls lesser than t hat of older peo­
p eople in India n country ls-that they must pie In society generally. Young Indian people 
learn to live in two worlds so as not to be- need to find and know them selves. If they 
come the victims of bot h. My concern ls that don 't find themselves t hey wm not be any 
Indian young people not become diverted in good to themselves or to anyone else. It 
their quest for meaningful places In society could be that we h ave not provided them · 
by those elemen ts who _ are a ttempting to with the sources of strength, we have not 
tear apart the fiber of American lifeways and helped them to see life in proper perspective, 

· who see this p eriod of change as a means to and develop values around which to build 
achieve leadership through anarchy. Indian their lives. We h ave not takeh them into our 
young people should not use their you thfu l confidence to give them the recognition they 
en ergies to burn them selves out In h ate and so d esp erately want. We h ave not provided 
destruction as some young people are doing, them a means by which they can see that 
hut r ather they shoulcl u se these en ergies they wlll ever derive a sen se of fulfillment. 
ln the agonizin g search for social justice. We must see to !t that they ge t the oppor­
Thcy need to look forward with goals In tunlty to bulld our Indian h eri tage anew and 
mind-and not backward In anger. To look help keep It l iving and great; so they can 
backward in nnger would only perpetuate live wholesome llves in the Image of m an and 
discontent, provide no hnsls for revival of God. 
Indian spirit , and u se of energies which are But, we must start now, because today ls 
needed to build a better fu t ure. already too late for some, and tomorrow wlll 

We need to appra ise our rela tionship with be too late for others. You can do this. In 
Indian youth before we find ourselves In my experience, llving on the reservation, go­
treacherous waters-before passion replaces Ing to school, with IndJ.an young people, and 
rcns on-bcforc slogans replace Issues-before 36 years of work among you I've developed nn 
carrying ot signs rcpl nces carrying of pride unshakable faith and abiding confidence In 
and dignity. We owe them our best effort.a Indian people. I know yciu can rise to this 

----

challenge as you have risen to challenges !n 
the pnst. I loolc to you for !denls, for goals 
and for Inspiration. I am proud of the re­
straint and d ignity that you h:we shown in 
this p eriod of our history. 

I am very optimistic for t h e Indian fu ture 
because of the leadership that we have nn!f is 
currently emerging among Indian people 
both young and adult. I am proud to be one 
of you. 

ANTIBALLISTIC 
SAFEGUARD SYSTEM 

OF SOUTH CA!l.OLINA 

E SENATE OF THE UNITED S 

Tuesday, May 20, 1969 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. Presid nt, it is 
a plea ure for me to congrat late the 
WAGL radio station in Lanca ter, S.C., 
for the ne editorial on the a tiballistic 
missile · afeguard system hich was 
broadcas on May 7, 1969. T e editorial 
is an exc llent exam ple of a reat public 
service to eep the radio au ience in the 
Lancaster rea well inform d on a vital J 
issue affec ·ng our nationa security. 

It is reas uring for a res onsible n ews -
medium to ccept its obl' gation to the 
people to e· lain diflicul and complex 
critical issue It is espec ally important 
for a responsi le mediUI to take a posi­
tion on these issues. commend Mr. 
B. L. Phillips, r. , pres dent of WAGL, 
for his outstan ing ect· orial in support 
of the ABM Saf uard ystem. It refhcts 
a wise understan ing f what is involved 
and clearly prese ts t e urgent n eed for 
this defensive pro ct on of our Nation's , 

' \ 

/ 

nuclear deterrent. ·,;:. 
I ask unanimous ·,_ 

torial be printed i 
R emarks. 

There being no o .ie tion , the ediLorial 
was ordered to be rin cd in the REcono, 
as follows: 

EDITO IAL 

Very soon in th Congre s of the United 
States, our Represe 1ta tlves a d Senators will 
be . voting on wh ther or t this nation 
should build and eploy the afeguard Sys·­
tem, which Is P sldent Nlxo 's version of 
the much discu s ed ABM ntl Balllstic 
Missile System . 

W AGL would for the follo ng reasons, 
cast a_ yea vote n t h!s Issue in f vor of con­
struction and ct ployment. 

First, the S feguard ABM Sys em wou ld 
give credltabi ty to the United tates' re ­
taliatory posi ion In that It woul protect 
our minute n missile sites whlcli a re de­
signed to de a devastating relatla y blow 
to any co try launching a first strike 
against u s. 

Secondly, Safegu ard 
. would be n effective defen se again t an 

accidental launch of one or two missil s by 
any foreig country against t he United S tes 
through lthcr human or mechanica l e or. 

And tl rd, while t he Safeguard ABM •s­
t em ls ot designed to be, and there! re 
would t be, an effective defen se of o tr 
cities a inst an all ou t a ttack by the Sovi 
Union, It would be an effective ctefe n s 
against any limited attack Red China m ay 
be cap ble of launching against the United 
States for the next few years. 

WA L feels that In the face of the knowl­
edge ·hat the Soviet Union has buil t thc.ir 
SS- 9 missile which Is capable of dell \'crlng 
a 25 egaton warhead on target, President 
Nixon's strategy of deploying the Safeg uard 

•. · 
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May 20, 1969 
J. MICHAEL MCGEAN '49 

Secretary 
206 Crosby Hall 

Hanove~ N.H. 03755 

Commissioner Robert 1 .. , Bennett 
United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I want to express my sincere personal thanks as well as those 
of the Dartmout h "family" in Connecticut for your participa­
tion Saturday in our commemorative program in Columbia . It 

. . . 
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was a privilege to meet you and visit, albeit briefly, and to 
hear your very timely remarks . They served as a vivid reminder 
t hat progress for American Indians since Eleazar Wheelock ' s day 
has been slow indeed . 

Through your comments on ABC, we hope that the townspeople in 
Columbia received the further stimulation needed to set up 
such a program themselves. Whatever help the local Dartmouth 
alumni can prov i de will be given freely because we would like 
our tribute to Mr. Wheelock to be something more than mere 
rhetoric. There has been enough talking for 200 years . 

We were disappointed to learn that you will be retiring from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but know the change will not 
reduce your activity on behalf of Indian people . For someone 
who has given over thirty-five years of devoted service, these 
last few months in Washington must have been particularly 
difficult . We wish you well in whatever you choose to do in 
the future. 

Again our thanks and best wishes . 

er/da 

Sincerely, 

Edwin T. Rice 
Chairman 
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear "Boss" : 

189 Defense Highway 
Annapolis, Maryland 

May 20, 1969 

The debit side of my experience ledger shows that 
I didn't get to know and work for you for any great 
length of time . However, quality of experience has 
a far greater value than mere quantity. Thus, 
whatever I have lost in time is much more than 
offset by the profitable and enjoyable experience 
gained during the year and a half in which it has 
been my pleasure to serve you. 

I wish you and yours all the best that Life has to 
offer. May God speed all your future endeavors and 
guide you along a trail of many more years of success, 
health and happiness! 

With sincerest best wishes and highest personal 
regards --

\~G C 
George :!lley, Jr . 



WILL ROGERS, JR. 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

May 20, 1969 

To have worked under you in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, first 
as a part-time consultant and later as a full-time assistant, has 
been one of the memorable periods of my life. 

Surely no one else in this country understands the American 
Indian in such depth and with such sympathy. You have combined 
this with an administrative skill, a gift of leadership, and a 
kindly humor. The result, in my opinion, is that the BIA has made 
more progress in the three years of your Commissionership than in 
any similar period in recent history. 

From now on, all future Commissioners will be judged by the 
high standards you have set. 

As you leave, it is nice to have statements from those in your 
official family who have served under you. But, Bob, you are leaving 
with something no other Commissioner of Indian Affairs has ever had. 

You are leaving with the almost unanimous support of all of the 
American Indians all over this country. You were their Commissioner. 
They looked to you. They respected you. And, wonder of wonders, 
their respect and admiration increased every year you were in office. 
There can be no higher praise. 

With best regards, always, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

MAY 2 0 1969 

Mn. Robe.JL-t Benneft 
Commlo~ionen on Ind[an AnnaJJ-u., 
Wa6hJ..ngton, V. C. 20242 

VeM Bob: 

My nillt ac.qucuntanc.e with you pnobably wcv., about 1949 on 1950 
when you wene k.nown a6 the Abendeen Anea Pfac.ement Onnic.en. Anten 
many mane ~u and twenty ye~, you neaehed the top--Commlo~ionen 
on Ind[an AnnaJJ-u.,. Many on M Me pnoud on youn ac.c.ompwhmenu. 

I ~,lnc.enefy hope you and youn namily will enjoy youn netinement. 
My plan l6 to netine too--about AugMt 1. Having wonk.ed wUh 
Ind[an nof~ non thJ..uy-two ye~, I c.an ~ee gneat advanc.emenu 
in many cv.,pec.u on Ind[an livelihood. I'm ~Me you neel the 
~ame way. 

Again, but wlohu non a long and happy neunement. 

~ -
H. P. MdtelhoUz 
Anea Pnognam Onnic.en 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Shawnee Agency 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 
May 20, 1969 

As an individual and as an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, I 
wish to extend to you my sincere wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 

It has been a pleasure serving under an Indian Coonnissioner and I hope 
you won't be the last for another hundred years. I personally feel that 
you have lifted the morale of the Indians by serving in this capacity. 
You have proven that Indians are able and capable of serving in the 
higher offices of our Government. I appreciate your sincere interest in 
the Indian people since I am one. 

I had the privilege of meeting you in Seminole during the Seminole Nation 
Day activities. I enjoyed talking with you and Mr. Tommaney about Haskell 
and other subjects of interest to all of us. I hope you can be present at 
the next Seminole Nation Day activities to be held sometime in September 
in Wewoka. 

My Best Regards, 

(Mrs.) Jane C. Northcott 



Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner Of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Commissioner Bob: 

560 Pleasant St . , Apt . 6 
Long Beach, Calif . 90805 
May 20, 1969 

It has come to my attention that you will be leaving the Bureau 
Of Indian Affairs, effective May 31, 1969, after more than 
thirty-five years service with the Federal Government . 

Word of your excellent career with the Federal Government culmin­
ating in your appointment and service in the position of 
Commissioner Of Indian Affairs has traveled far and I am pleased 
to have followed it with much interest . You were doing an 
excellent job as Commissioner Of Indian Affairs and we regret 
that you are leaving the Service . 

It has never been my privilege to have been associated with you 
in your work career with the Bureau Of Indian Affairs , but I 
wish it had been . It has, however, been my good privilege to 
have known you as a Senior class friend at Haskell Institute. 

Although you are leaving the Bureau Of Indian Affairs, I feel 
that you are still a man in the prime of life and that you 
are not actually retiring from the affairs of Indians, but 
will still maintain a keen interest and be active in Indian 
affairs . 

I know that you will derive much satisfaction through the 
passing years as you look back on your excellent career of years . 
well spent in the service of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
particularly in the position of Commissioner . 

I offer you my sincere congratulations on your Federal Service 
career :,_nd a job well done . 

;,:)l:J?c/4 
Hampton B. T,ygart 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA RONALD REAGAN, Governor 

STATE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
ROOM 425, FORUM BUILDING, 1107 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

May 20, 1969 

We wish to congratulate you upon your retirement and 
sincerely hope you can now do the many things your 
duties have prevented you from doing because of lack 
of time. 

Your retirement is going to be a great loss to the 
Indians of California, felt by all of us interested 
in the general welfare of the Indian population. 

The changes effected under your leadership and 
guidance before and after the federal "change in 
Indian policy for California" have been appreciated 
by the Commission and most beneficial. 

It is our sincere hope that your replacement will be 
an Indian with your character and dedication. We 
can ask for no better. 

: Sincerely, 

Berenice Pate 
Executive Secretary 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ZUNI INDIAN AGEN C Y 

ZUNI . NEW ME X IC O 87327 

IN RE PLY REFER T O : 

MAY 2 O 1969 
Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Conunissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Conunissioner Bennett: 

The past three years have been exciting and rewarding years in 
Indian Affairs. Your leadership and direction has certainly been 
appreciated by me and, I believe, a great majority of the Indian 
people. Changes for the good have resulted which is reflected not 
only in better conditions for a lot of Indian people; better working 
relationship between the Bureau and Indian tribes; but also in the 
leadership and attitude of the Indian people themselves. You can 
rightfully accept the credit for this. It has been a real pleasure 
to have been appointed and to serve as a Superintendent at Ft. Totten 
and Zuni during your term of office. 

Congratulations on a job well done and the very best to you and 
Mrs. Bennett. 

z:;k I James D. Cornett 
/ Superintendent 

J 



May 20, 1969 

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

On behalf of the employees of the Plant Management 
Engineering Center, we the members of the Board of 
Directors of the Plant Management Engineering Center 
Employees' Association, want to take this opportunity 
to send our best wishes to you on your retirement. 

Since most of the employees here have had the 
opportunity to meet and work with you, your retirement 
will be a personal loss to us. Your accomplishments 
with the Bureau during your thirty-seven years of 
service truly left us with a standard we shall long 
be striving to uphold. 

We extend our sincere wishes for continued success 
in your future endeavors. 

Sincerely, 

Modina M. Waters, Gift Buyer 

- (!_d//ff/~pe 
Cl ~ a: kstun, Party Chairman 

, /J I 
J.. ee_ rr0 trn-c .r 

Lee Holmes, Treasurer 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Juneau Area Office 
P. 0. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Congratulations for a job well done. 

May 20, 1969 

You may recall some of our mutual contacts with Angoon representa­
tives at Angoon, Juneau, Seattle and Washington, and, of course, 
Hydaburg representatives at Hydaburg, Seattle and Juneau - with 
mixed emotions. To say the least, the encounters were interesting. 
Another recollection is riding in the seat behind you on the plane 
from Seattle to Juneau on your first trip to Juneau as Area Director. 

My best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. I hope to 11 hang on 11 

for another two or three years. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ /4;e 
Ansel J / right 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Juneau Area Office 
P.O. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

May 20, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May I add my sincere good wishes to you and Cleota at this 
important time, your retirement from Federal Service. I know 
it won't be retirement from service to all the people you have 
worked so long for as we all will need your continuing interest 
and ideas. 

It was good training and experience for me to have been able to 
work for you on occasion, Mr. Bennett. I appreciated your kind­
nesses and consideration during the time I filled in for Ruth 
Blake, and thank you for the opportunity. 

Your impact on the programs of the Juneau Area while you were 
here will always be remembered with gratitude. Your leadership 
as our Area Director and Commissioner will long be remembered as 
the best! 

May you have many blessings ahead, which you so richly deserve. 

Sincerely, 

fovv~ ~/4~-,t,[;, 

June V. Clare 



presenting the Nineteen New Mexico Pueblos 

Aodress 
S@X ·262 

BER W ~XJGO 87004 

May 20, 1969 

Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue , N.W. 
Washington , D. c . 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

• Telephone 505~242-1 SSU 

Reluctantly and with much regret I am writing 
this letter in behalf of the Pueblo Indian people 
of New Mexico. Reluctant because an effective Indian 
servant is retiring and regretting because our offi ­
cial relationship may be ending . 

Nevertheless, as you leave employment with the 
Bureau of Indian Affai rs we are placing you among 
our honored few . Many have worked for our Pueblo 
people but the few who did a good job for us we can 
count on one hand. This does not mean that others 
did not do a good job. What we do mean is that you 
did an outstanding job . 

We shall also be grateful for creating the out­
standing image of an American Indian being a good 
Indian Commissioner and sound administrator . We hope 
your fine example will continue to be a guideline 
hereafter for other American Indian, Indian Commissioners . 

Upon your retirement you are welcome to return 
to the Pueblo country and hope you will find a home 
here. 

Very sincerely, 

~ oya 

DM/JSS/iv 



IN REPL Y REFER TO, 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF IND IAN AFFA IRS 

INDU S TRIAL DEVE L OPMENT FI ELD OFFICE 

219 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, ROOM 2404 

C HICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington , D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 20 , 1969 

INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

I wish to take this opportunity to express my deep feel ings of 
regr et upon receiving the news today t hat you are retiring from 
your position as Commissioner of Indian Af fairs . I am sure that 
your leadership wi l l long be remembered by your friends and 
associates and all who knew you. I am confident that t hough 
you are leaving the Bureau at this time, it is in no way an end 
to your service and contributions to the importan t work that has 
occupied so much of your life to date. 

I also wish to express a word of appreciation for the interest 
and friendship you showed to t he staff of this office during 
your visits to Chicago . We hope that you will have occasion to 
visit our office whenever you are in the city. 

Best wishes to you and your family in whatever activities occupy 
your interest and abilities during the months and years to come . 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sin . rely yours, 

✓.. "' .!.• 

Robert N. Huey 
Officer - in- Charge 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

?12 Willis Avenue 
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

May 21, 1969 

I am indeed sorry to have heard of the resignation of my most 
illustrious ward! As you a.re well aware, I have been a great 
admirer of the Wisconsin Oneida and have found these people to 
be the "best." 

It was well that former President Lyndon Johnson had the fore­
sight to choose you for the position of Connnissioner, and there 
is no doubt that the Indian populace has advanced and progressed 
their greatest d.uring your regime. 

I do hate to think that even though you claimed to be my ward, 
at the same time you will no longer be able to state yo 
"boss. 11 Of course, I would prefer it the latter way. 

Ermnett J. RileJ, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Juneau Area Office 
P. 0. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

May 21, 1969 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

My wife, Norma, and I want to extend our sincere wishes to you 
and your wife for the best of everything in your retirement. 
We are sure that your many friends and acquaintances in Alaska 
join us in this wish. 

Your leadership and accomplishments have been a source of pride 
to a great many people. In addition, it has been a personal 
pleasure working for you. 

Now that you can possibly devote a little more time to their 
support, the Green Bay Packers will surely come back! 

Hopefully, in your other pursuits and interests, we may see you 
in Alaska again. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ ( ) ~ i 

-~~ ueJ/11. t~0ll 
ac s M. Norvell 

Ar a j ousing Officer 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF I N D I AN AFFAIRS 

PI M A AGEN CY 

S A CATON, AR IZONA 85 247 

May 21, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I have enjoyed my association with you for the past 
several years and particularly appreciated the 
opportunity to serve under your leadership as 
Commissioner. 

IN REPLY R E FER T O, 

The job of Commissioner is an extremely difficult one 
and I think that the Superintendents at the agencies are 
perhaps in the best position to really understand the 
job that a Commissioner does. 

I can truthfully say, without any traditional bouquets 
for departing officials, that I, and the other 
superintendents with whom I am acquainted, feel that 
you have done an outstanding job. 

Good luck in your retirement and in any new endeavors 
you may undertake. 

.:~nj rel~ yours, 

/ ~ "J!ae, (l . l,l "' "'' ""'\ 

Kendall Cumming 
Superintendent 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Juneau Area Office 
P. O. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

May 21, 1969 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I want to take this opportunity at your departure from the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to express my appreciation for your loyal support 
and assistance in your capacity as the Commissioner of an important 
installation. 

The leadership and initiative which you have displayed in meeting 
constantly changing situations, occasioned by the limitations and 
restrictions as a result of changing political situations, and the 
decisive and expeditious manner in which you have met these varying 
conditions, has materially assisted our Bureau in the accomplishment 
of our mission. 

It has been a pleasure to have you as Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and, in such category, as an important part of the 
team. 

I trust that the future will bring continuation of your success and 
to this end, my best wishes go with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

j2,rA'f a,14 
George H. Atlas 
Area Safety Officer 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY 

EAGLE BUTTE. SOUTH DAKOTA 57625 

IN REPL Y R EFE R TO: 

Administration 

May 21, 1969 

Hon, Robert L. Bennett 

Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

It is with mixed emotions that I join the many others in wishing 
you the best at this time of entering your retirement years. 
Mixed because I feel no one should regret the opportunity to be 
freed of the pressures experienced through a long career devoted 
to service of the Government and the Indian people; and yet, 
I can appreciate your desire to see the new and innovative ideas 
you have fostered bear fruit, I feel certain many of these 
ideas will be implemented. 

I appreciate the opportunity to have served as a superintendent 
for the past three years under your leadership as Connnissioner, 
and consider it a highlight in my career. I hope it has been an 
equally significant and beneficial period for the Indian people 
we have both served. 

Sincerely, 

/2~_L ?::::?: ~eber 
Superintendent 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob, 

May 21, 1969 

It is with mixed emotions that I view your coming retirement from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. I have been hoping against hope that 
you would be able to continue as Commissioner for at least another 
two years to complete the change that you have started in Bureau 
attitude. Regardless of who becomes Commissioner in the future, the 
impact of your administration will continue for a long time to come 
if the Indian people will give support to the philosophy that you 
have expressed these past three years. On the other hand, since all 
agencies of government are subject to outside influence I would hope 
that you will continue yourself in an influential position either 
privately or publicly so that your leadership may still be enjoyed 
by the Indian people in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

I am sure that you can use a well deserved rest for at least a short 
period of time. 

Winnie and I both wish the best for you and your family and remember 
the latch string is always out to you at the Balsiger house. 

Sincerely in friendship, 

Richard M. Balsiger 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Aveo, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Box 86 
Concho, Oklahoma 73022 
May 21, 1969 

It is with regret that I learn of your retirement from the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. The Indians, as well as the employees of this 
agency, hate to see you leave. Several of the Indian leaders here, 
such as Sam Buffalo, know that both the Indians and the Bureau will 
miss you. Your contribution to the advancement of Indians has been 
felt by everyone and is appreciated. It has meant hope for many who 
were discouraged and had lost confidence in themselves. 

I want to thank you personally for what you have done for me. You 
stood behind me when the going was rough and that is when it really 
counts. Mrs. Vance shares my high regard for you and sends her 
regrets for your leaving. We both wish for you many years of happy 
retirement. If you ever come near, please feel welcome to visit us 
at any time. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Winnebago, Nebraska 
May 21, 1969 

I have been informed of your plans to retire from the service 
at the end of this month. This comes as a great surprise and 
somewhat of a disappointment, I am sure, to all Bureau employees 
and especially the Indian people throughout the Indian Country . 
You are to be commended for devoting a lifetime to the service 
and advancement of the Indian people. As a fellow employee, I 
want to add my congratulations to you for taking advantage of 
retirement, which is one of the great benefits of the Civil 
Service System. The decision to retire was, I am sure, an 
extremely important one for you to make. 

All Indian tribes can point with pride to the fact that a 
member of their race served with honor and distinction in the 
highest office of Indian Affairs . I personally want to wish 
you and your family the best of health, happiness and many 
years of successful retirement. 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 21, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

Of all the dozen and more jobs I have had in government, 
none gave me a greater thrill in being appointed than that of 
research assistant to Robert M. La Follette, Jr., and none has 
given me more lasting satisfaction than that in which I was 
inherited by Robert La Follette Bennett from his predecessor 
as Commissioner. Part of the evidence is that, by more than 
a year, this is the longest period I have served in any post. 

Each year here has been worth a year of formal education 
and that is especially true of the three years you have been 
Commissioner. Your combination of "head in the non-Indian world 
and heart in that of the Indians" gives you a unique advantage 
in Indian affairs, one that is less fully appreciated today than 
it will be in the future. It has also given those who have been 
privileged to work with you a similar advantage in learning to 
understand the nature and subtleties of the requirements of 
Indian advancement. 

Ellen and I are happy to have you and Cleota as friends 
and neighbors and to know that in leaving office you are not yet 
leaving Washington. You have our very best wishes for an active, 
effective, and happy retirement from formal public life. Since;: 

Roderick H. Riley 



IN REPLY REFER TO : 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

May 21, 1969 

Dear Mr. B.: 

Nobody -- least of all, I is anything but distressed 
that you will no longer be Our Leader. 

However, it is a happy thought in retrospect that you had 
the opportunity to serve as Commissioner for a long enough 
period to accomplish some lasting good . There is no doubt in 
my mind, nor will there be in the history books, as to when 
the turning point came in Indian affairs . I t came when you 
came . Indians have gone through the "removal period" and the 
"allotment period" and the "reorganization period . " Now they 
are at a really meaningful point in their history -- the 
period of free and open participation in matters that affect 
their own lives and fortunes. 

We wish you well, and we know you will still be a leader 
in Indian affairs "out there" in the world beyond bureaucracy . 

Most Sincerely, 

Virgi i S . Hart 
A . / f C . . ssisMnt or ommunications 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Juneau Area Office 

P. 0. Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

May 21, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

When you changed the policy of the Bureau to one of hiring more 
Indian employees, I, as many other Bureau supervisors, had 
reservations concerning the impact of this policy upon program 
accomplishments. After several years I have observed no lessened 
mission accomplishment and in some instances, such as Barrow 
Utilities and the Branch of Personnel, I have seen better work 
output. 

I believe your policy decision was wise and want you to know this. 

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett upon your retirement. 

Sincerely yours, 

J) (L/~} f vJ YJuvsY--, .. / 

David F. Weaver 
Area Personnel Officer 



Resolution No. 19-69 

R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, The Fort Belknap Indian Corrnnunity is a Federally chartered 
corporation as defined by the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934, 
and conducts its business through the Fort Belknap Corrnnunity Council, and 

WHEREAS, This Council has numerous and frequent contacts with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs at all levels in its efforts to promote and develop the 
social and economic conditions of this Reservation, and 

WHEREAS, These contacts have been continuous over a great many years per­
mitting the Council to be fairly knowledgeable of the Bureau's representa­
tives and policies and their effect upon the Fort Belknap Reservation and 
its members, and 

WHEREAS, During the past three ye~rs·, the Council has had the opportunity 
to view and consider the policies of Corrnnissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Ro9ert L. Bennett, now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that: 

The Fort Belknap Indian Corrnnunity Council feels that Corrnnissioner 
Bennett has put forth dedicated and sincere policies to stimulate 
the growth of Indian councils and people, 

During the past three ye~rs, the Council has undertaken several 
projects such as administration of Law and Order, supervision of 
a work experience program and numerous contracts, all of which 
have increased the Council's experience in program supervision. 
Our assumption of these responsibilities would not have been poss­
ible but for the policies of Corrnnissioner Bennett. 

These policies are based upon a personal knowledge of what we as 
Indian people think, want and look forward to as well as upon 
br.oad and extensive experience and responsibility at the highest 
levels of Indian program development both in and out of Government. 

We deeply regret that Corrnnissioner of Indian Affairs Bennett finds 
it necessary to resign at a time when his philosophy and experience 
are needed more than ever to br~ng about the changes in government­
al and reservation attitudes and programs in order that all Indian 
tribes and individuals can more rapidly assume responsibility for 
their own destinies. 

The Fort Belknap Indian Corrnnunity Council congratulates Corrnnissioner 
Bennett on a job well done, if he must leave the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, but in the same breath we support strongly his continua­
tion in this most important of all positions to the Indian people. 



We sincerely hope that Connnissioner Bennett will continue to be 
a strong force in the field of Indian Affairs for many years to 
come, whether he be in or out of government . 

Should Conunissioner Bennett ever be on the "Highline" of Montana 
we extend our heartiest invitation to stop by to visit the many 
friends he has made on the Fort Belknap Reservation. 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I, the undersigned, as Secretary-Treasurer of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Conununity Council of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, hereby certify 
that the Fort Belknap Indian Connnunity Council is composed of 12 members, 
of whom 7 were present at a meeting thereof, duly and regularly called, 
noticed , convened and held this 21st day of May 1969; and that the fore­
going res0lution was duly adopted at such meeting by the affirmative vote 
of all of its members and that said resolution has not been rescinded or 
amended in any way. 

Attest: 

e£1U1/ I &#ZU-
Clarence AdaID&, resident 

THE FORT BELK.NAP INDIAN COMMUNITY, Fort Montana 59526 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 22, 1969 

Time seems to have a way of speeding along. I didn't realize, until 
I saw the announcement of your retirement party, that you had logged 
over 37 years of Federal Service. You really got away to an early 
start. 

It seems only a short time ago, although about 20 years would be more 
accurate, that we first served together in the Aberdeen Area in a 
number of different assignments. Relocation, as it was then called, 
Tribal Operations, Extension and Credit and Resources Development 
were our chief official responsibilities. As you will recall, the 
establishment of the Area Offices during this period also meant 
plenty of action for everyone. 

I particularly recall the pheasant hunting that we enjoyed together 
in Aberdeen on some of those Friday afternoons and Saturdays during 
the season. Those hunting groups had a way of organizing themselves 
very efficiently about Friday noon. They were good days in many 
respects. 

You have also had many good days since that time in furthering the 
interests of Indian people in other places and we are all proud of 
your outstanding individual accomplishments as well as those of your 
family. 

Marie joins in congratulating you on your retirement and wishing you 
and Mrs. Bennett the very best. 

J/L' 
Glenn R. Landbloom. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Juneau Area Office 
P . o. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

May 22 , 1969 

Words are never adequate when they are most desired . This is true 
now as I search for those I need to express my appreciation to the 
best administra tor it has been my privilege to serve. 

Congratulations to you upon your retirement from Federal service . 
It has been a privilege to have worked under your guidance, first 
as Juneau Area Director, and now as Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs . 

I am confident your outstanding service to Indian Americans will 
continue. May our paths cross again . 

Good luck to you and Mrs . Bennett . 

Sincerely yours, 

~ib;fcU£V</ 
H Prentiss (k(zaway (I 
Area Economist 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Juneau Area Office 
P. o. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

May 22, 1969 

Congratulations to you upon your retirement from Federal Service. 

Words cannot express my appreciation to you for your able leader­
ship and direction and the valuable contribution you have given 
the American Indian over three decades. As an administration in 
your long career ladder you have contributed greatly to the Branch 
of Employment Assistance . I am proud to have played a small part 
in the "big picture" under your leadership. 

As I recall our paths crossed spanning back almost two decades ago, 
when I was stationed at Turtle Mountain, you were Assistant Area 
Director, Aberdeen. 

It has indeed been my plea.sure to have worked under your leader­
ship over many years. 

When you are in our vicinity, remember the "Coffee pot" is always 
on for you at our wigwam. 

Good luck to you and Mrs. Bennett. 

Sincerely yours, 

__J../ a , .___c=_ __fr- o//7 ~~ 
~ ~ (Pat) I ngram / 
Area Employment Assistance Officer 



Dear Mr. Bennett: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

JlIDeau Area Office 
Box 3-8000 

JlIDeau, Alaska 99801 

May 22, 1969 

Your impending retirement is viewed with mixed emotions by personnel 
in the Division of Education, JlIDeau Area. During the time you have 
occupied the Connnissioner's chair we have worked with confidence; 
secure in the knowledge that the education of Indian youth would al­
ways receive your first consideration. For this reason, among others, 
your decis ion to retire is a cause for regret on our part. As frien~, 
however, we are vicariously enjoying the leisure you will soon have an 
opportunity to enjoy. We say 'have an opportlIDity' because those of 
us who have observed you in action entertain a strong suspicion that 
you will lose no time in resuming your life long battle to advance the 
cause of the Indian people from some new vantage point. 

We hope your separation from the service will not bring your associa­
tion with present co-workers and employees to an end. Your continued 
success and happiness will always be of great interest to us who have 
been privileged to work with you. •. 

Sincerely yours , 

.,Ci . ) -P~, It ) 
v;?~-'i,,' l_.A'....-\;_,L., <::::AD t,,L/ 

ElIDice Logan 
Acting Assistant Area Director (Educ.) 



May 22, 1969 

Dear Bob and Cleota: 

Contrary to my usual habit, I will say it short and 
fast. Working with you, Bob, has been one of the most 
satisfying aspects of my Federal service. I am most 
sorry to see you go. 

My mind goes back, most of all, to the Alaska days. Not 
only was the work challenging but it was there that 
Ruth and I got to know Cleota and that has been a privi­
lege. 

Much affection to both of you from both of us and a long 
and satisfying future. 

Sincerely. 

Madison Coombs 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

Mr. Ro-bert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

May 22, 1969 

I consider my visit with you approximately three years 
ago as one of the most significant in my work career. 
That was the time we discussed the possibility of my 
joining you on the Bureau staff. I deeply appreciated 
your confidence in me at that time and even more deeply 
value the opportunity of working with one of the ablest 
Commissioner's of Indian Affairs in recent times. Your 
record has been phenomenal; the confidence of the Indians 
in your leadership is unanimous. Indian, Bureau, and 
Governmental policies have been directed toward involve­
ment and participation, the only true ways of learning and 
developing. 

Best wishes to you in your new career. 

Sincerely yours, 

_. Deputy Commissioner 



May 22, 1969 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

20242 

Congratulations upon the accomplishment of 37 years of the 
highest qua I ity and greatest level (Commissioner, no less) 
of Federal service. It has been a privilege to be on your 
team, even when the crowd appeared to be applauding for 
the other side. 

Seriously, I am convinced that the Bureau has made out­
standing progress under your leadership. Your talent for 
patient insistence upon the resolution of problems, coupled 
with your abi I ity to perceive the true nature of the pro­
blem, has made working with you a rewarding adventure. 

As far as I know, you have had no dul I moments. To the 
contrary, "hectic and tumultuous" appear to be appropriate 
to the occasion. 

May I suggest that in your treasury of memories you place, 
through recal I, your salmon fishing experiences at Point 
Retreat in the "K-T-K". You are reminded that the salmon 
were indifferent to our blandishments for what appeared to 
be indeterminate periods of time; unti I, suddenly, one of 
the reels excitedly announced a strike. The i I I advised 
salmon was subsequently pulled along side in a fairly ex­
hausted state. In an over-confident manner, I am s Ii ght I y, 
but not very much, embarrassed to remind you, you beat him 
off the I ine with the net. This happened not one, but three 
times. Some people never learn! 

Katherine and I wish you anq yours God's speed in whatever 
endeavor you undertake. 

Very sincerely, 

K~ . Crites 



Salt River 
PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

ROUTE 1, BOX 120 SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85257 PHONE 261-4925 

May 22, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

The Tribal Council wishes to express regret over 
your decision to retire from service, to be effective 
May 30, 1969 . 

Your efforts at relaxing B. I.A . Policy to give tribes 
more latitude in decision making, and the Salt River 
Tribal Council's natural desire to provide for its 
people, created an area of mutual concern , a concern 
which cannot be conveyed in so many words. 

The Council is convinced this same concern for our 
Indian people, played a decisive role in your final 
decision to retire . While we cannot agree with you 
in this instance, we feel honored to have had you as 
our Commissioner. 

re Carlos, Presi9ent 
River Pima-Maricopa 

Indian Community Council 

FC/bl 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Cormnissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob, 

May 22, 1969 

Jimmie and I enjoyed our visit with you during your recent 
trip to Anadarko for the Riverside commencement - particularly 
the lunch at the airport in Oklahoma City. We indeed regret 
your retirement. It has been nice being a special friend of 
the Cormnissioner. 

I look back on the years with you in Alaska as being among 
the most formative of my career. My entire tour of duty in 
Alaska and particularly my association with you was very 
pleasant. I appreciate very much the boost and recognition 
you gave me in Alaska and your understanding of my particular 
problems. 

We are going to miss you as Commissioner but not, we hope, as 
a friend. The welcome mat is out for you and Cleota if, in 
your post-retirement travels and activities, you come our way. 

May the next phase of your life be as rewarding and productive 
for you as the past! Jimmie joins me in extending best wishes 
to you and Cleota on the occasion of your retirement from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Sacramento Area Office 
2800 Cottage Way 

Sacramento, California 95825 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

On the occasion of your leaving (formally - but not in­
formally) Indian Affairs, I extend my neartfelt congratu­
lations for an outstanding and inspiring career. 

Beginning with your kind indulgence and guidance to a 
"trainee intern" at Aberdeen, you have inspired, influenced 
and reassured me as you continued to work with Indians and 
rose to the highest position in Federal Indian Affairs. 
This influence has persisted to the extent that I still do 
not carry a brief case or papers when I attend Indian meet­
ings, which reflects your advice at Aberdeen when you were 
involved in the ''-planning for Indians" in connection with 
the Big Bend Dam in South Dakota. 

As you leave the federal Indian Service I wish sincerely 
that you do so with much satisfaction and feeling of ful­
fillment as your career has been beneficial and rewarding 
for all American Indians, Eskimos and Alaska Natives. I 
personally feel indebted to you and I am confident that all 
Indians have benefitted from your long and dedicated service. 

Your friendship and inspiration will be cherished memories 
with us, and Mrs. Old Coyote joins me in wishing you every 
success and good health in the coming years. 

Sincerely, 

~ctB=a:=-irnt-e~y--O"'""ld- C~j_ ~ ~ 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Sacramento Area Office 
2800 Cottage Way 

Sacramento, California 95825 

Commiss~oner of Indian Aftairs 

washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

May 22, 1969 

It is often difficult to put into a letter of this sort 
the full complexity of feelings which one has which 
results from an association extending back several years 
and involving a personal as well as a professional rela­
tionship. Your leave of the Bureau of Indian Affairs as 
Commissioner portends a hiatus in ideas and personal 
commitment which has impressed me and more importantly 
the Indians, and leaves to any successor a difficult task 
by comparison. 

For my own part, I feel a giant step has been taken under 
your guidance in making a large and old institution become 
responsive to Indian need in a way never heretofore 
achieved and in a time of extreme pressure for massive 
social change, uncertainty, and difficu ty. The initial 
steps you nave taken will continue to influence us in 
carrying out our responsibilities and, therefore, your 
contributions will not end with your departure . 

Jn a more personal note, my wife and I hope that we will be 
~be to see you and your wife from time to time in order to 
~on~ i.w.r ,..he personal relationship that has developed. 

Sincerely. 

(' 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Dear Bob, 

Chilocco Indian School 
May 22, 1969 

In the many years I have known you I have steadily gained more and more 
respect for you, your philosophy, your extreme dedication and enthusiasm. 
My career in the Bureau of Indi~n Affairs and my association with Indian 
people has become more meaningful and indeed richer because of your 
leadership and philosophy. One cannot help but be caught up in the 
forward thinking of your time. This has meant a great deal to me in 
working with Indian youth and adults. 

Your recent trip to Chilocco stands out in my mind as one in which you 
exemplified the pure philosophy of Bob Bennett and his administration. 
Meeting with youth, gaining interactions with youth and carrying yout 
message to the student body before the nations cameras and press 
demonstrate your dedication to the idea of involving the Indian People 
in the process of decisions. 

May my wife and I wish you many happy days in your retirement. 

Sincerely 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

NORTHERN CHEYENNE AGENCY 

LAME DEER. MONTANA 59043 

IN REPLY REFER TO.: 

Administration 

May 22, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs (Emeritus ? ) 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

As this was written, your status for the inunediate future still was 
in doubt at this precinct. But whatever the future may hold--for 
you, for BIA, or for any of us in the Indian business--I'm reason­
ably certain that your service to the Indian people is by no means 
ended. And I'm more than reasonably certain that the years ahead 
will see continued progress for all Indians on the trail you began 
to chart as Superintendent at Con-Ute 15 years ago. 

Whatever the next few days may bring, I can't feel that we've 
reached a complete parting of the ways. 

And whatever the next few days or few years may bring, all of us 
at Northern Cheyenne wish you the very best of all good things. 
(With the possible exception of poker hands, when next we sit down 
to play; you've already had your share of those.) 

ohn R. (Bob) White 
Superintendent 



Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob, 

May 22, 1969 

We understand you are retiring shortly after many years with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

You may well be proud of your illustrious career with the Bureau. We 
know you contributed greatly to the Indian people and to the Indian 
Service. We know your actions were always taken, and your decisions 
were always made, with the Indian people, including the Alaskan natives, 
first and foremost. 

Your achievements were and will remain to be inspirational to the Indian 
people, especially the Indian youth. 

When in Montana, be sure to stop in and see us. 

Your friends, 

(1/',,, /,,;' 
J / • ' 

~ ( /,//p ' ffi~ (Z,'q. ,/~ &l.--7,,/ 
Ge6rge and Lillian 

LaVerdure 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

PHOENIX AREA OFFICE 
P.O. Box 7007 

Phoenix, Arizona 85011 

May 22, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

Like many others I am sure, I had hoped that you 
would be reappointed. Since this is not to be, however, 
I congratulate you on your retirement. 

I am proud to have been associated with you and to 
have played the role of interpreter of your philosophy 
and ideas to the Indian people, and, where the need is 
much greater, to Bureau staff. 

The experiences that Indian people have had in 
making decisions affecting their affairs will make it 
impossible for the extreme paternalism of the past ever 
to return . This will, in my opinion be the most far­
reaching accomplishment of your tenure as Corrnnissioner. 

I look forward to working with you in common effort 
for many years to come. 

Sincerely yours, 

LaFollette Butler 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Juneau Area Office 
P. 0. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

May 22, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I view your coming retirement with mixed emotions. From a purely 
personal standpoint, I am truly happy for you and your family. 

The Bureau has changed its course of direction in your three years 
as Commissioner. The new directions you charted gave the Bureau 
new and realistic incentives and goals to accomplish, particularly 
the direction to non-paternalism. 

Under your direction the Bureau has accomplished much and you can 
be justly proud of your achievements. One can not measure the 
untold intangible benefits which have been, and will continue to 
be, created and benefited by the Indian people. I sincerely believe 
that history will distinguish you as the best, if not the only, 
Commissioner to accomplish with the Indian people their ideals, 
hopes and goals. 

I feel it a personal privilege to have worked under your direction. 

Lee and I wish for you and Cleota a truly wonderful life ahead. 
May God bless you more richly and abundantly than ever before. 
Should you or your family be traveling where Lee and I abide, the 
door is always open and always you are welcome. 

Sincerely yours, 

G/: 
Robert E. McLean 
Assistant Area Director (Adm.) 
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Montana Inter-Tribal Policy Board f~ 

William Youpee 

Chairman 

Fort Peck 

Poplar, Montana 59255 

Leo Sias 

Isl Vice Chai rman 

Flathead 

Ronon, Montano 59864 

Joe Shaw 

2nd Vice ·chairman 

Blackfeet 

Browning, Montana 59417 

Roland Kennerly 

Secretary-T easL re r 

Blackfeet 

Browning, Monta ne, 59417 

Whereas: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

May 22 & 23, 1969 

A duly called meeting of the Montana Inter-Tribal 
Pol icy Board in session in Billings, Montana, 
May 22 & 23, 1969 , and 

!=' 
~ 

Whereas: The Inter-Tribal Policy Board learned that Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, Robert L. Bennett has been asked to 
submit his resignation, and 

Whereas : 

Whereas: 

It is further understood that a decision will be made 
in the next few days as to accepting his resignation, 
and 

The Montara Inter-Tribal Pol icy Board as well as each 
individual ' ribe in Mont~na and Tribes from all over 
the Uriite~ S :ates and various inter-tribal groups have 
repeatedl y 3nd emphatically asked that Commissioner 
Robert L. Bennett be retained as Commissioner, and. 

Whereas: We have been advised that the Administration plans to 
work closely with Indian people and consult them on all 
~atters effec t ing their interest, and 

Whereas: It is the belief of the Inter-Tribal Policy Board that 
Robert L. Bennett has the trust and confidence of the 
Indian people and any action to remove him would re­
sult i n a great loss of confidence and trust by Indian 
people in the promises of the Administration, 

THEREFORE NOW BE IT RESOLVED: That the Inter-Tribal Policy Board 
reaffirms again as emphatically as possible their request 
that Robert L. Bennett be retained as Commissioner and 
that his resignation not be accepted, and 

s 
::r--, 
-<. -r 

:, 
< ...... 

<.D ,),) (J) 
ill ') -;-» • , 

-----



.... - -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Secretary of the In t erior 
be reque s ted to co ns ult wit h Ind ia n group s t hroug h­
ou t the coun t ry befo re any f ur ther prop0sa 1s are 
made regarding Indian affairs, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVE D: That cop ies of this Resol uti on be 
sent to the Mont ana Delega t ion , t he Secre t ary of 
the Interior and Commissioner Robert L. Bennett. 

oland Kennerly 
Secretary 

J 

_J/t--.....c:;~-=-=-=~~~~'£/_ - _·z(!_-...;;.-/2____:;;,.........__.__/2--..___ ,..__ 
/4i!1 i am You pee V - "'-

Chairman 
Montana Inter-Tribal 
Pol icy Board 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OAKLAND-SAN FRANCISCO FIELD EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE OFFICE 

FEDERAL CENTER , BLDG . 2A 

620 CENTRAL AVENUE 

ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA 94501 

May 23, 1969 
Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

Word reaches us of your retirement . All of us here join your 
multitude of friends in congratulations and good wishes ; however, 
it is with mixed emotions. We are very happy for you as you 
approach your well deserved rest, but we experience an inclination 
to protest your departure from our ranks because we dread the 
loss of your association and wise counsel. 

For more than a third of a century, your devotion to the advance­
ment and welfare of the American Indian has been an inspiration 
to your associates and a benediction to your people. As a teacher 
and administrator, through precept and example, you have gained 
the affection of youth, the respect of intelligent men, and the 
loyalty of many friends. Many will endeavor to emulate your 
"footsteps in the sands" . 





UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS DATA CENTER 

500 GOLD AVENUE . S.W. 

P 0. BOX 2026 

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87103 

Mr . Robert L. Bennett 
Comniss ioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr . Bennett: 

MAY 2 3 196 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Rumor has i t that you may decide to settle i n New Mexico after you 
have retired . From my point of view, that is all to the good. I 
hope that you will be able to stop in and see us once i n a while. 
All of us have enjoyed worki ng under you . 

Just th i nk : No more wi ll you have to wonder whether or not the 
Data Center wi ll louse up the pay check which i s due . No more 
wi ll you look at a de posit sli p and th i nk "Hey! I got my check 
again !" You wi ll lose your membersh ip i n that exclus i ve club of 
Bureau employees who have been mis paid--or not paid- -by the Data 
Center . (That group, we insist, is a sma l l. select number!) 

Thank you for be i ng so pat i ent with us . We wi sh you a wonderful 
retirement . 

Si ncerel y , 

~G 
Execut i ve Offi cer 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Phoenix Area Office 
P .0. Box 7007 

Phoenix, Arizona 85011 

May 23, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

I wish this were a letter of congratulations on your 
reappointment rather than on your retirement . 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

I believe history will re gard your term as Commissioner 
as a major turning point in the Federal-Indian relation­
ship . There are, I think, three bas i c rea sons why this 
will be so . 

Of primary importance is your enunciation and demonstra­
tion of confidence in Indian people which they have so 
sor e ly ne eded ove r the yea r s . Many of us, for many years, 
have had this conf i dence in them but through your leader­
ship our confidence in them has been imparted to and 
instilled in them. 

Also, you have shown that we can, under present law, 
relax our traditional trustee role so that Indian 
decision-making is possible. Indian people, having had 
exposure to involvement and self-determination, will never 
again be content to allow decisions to be made for them . 
Having had this exposure they will more readily accept 
proposed changes in law that may be necessary to assure 
minimum Bureau participation in decisions affecting them. 

A third accomplishment which history will note in asses­
sing your tenure as Commissioner is, the change in 
emphasis from the Indians' natural resources to their 
human resources. This, I feel, in years to come will 
result in lasting and tangible benefits to Indians to a 
degree we cannot begin to ,imagine at this point . 

Bob, we must all look forward and not to the past -- the 
work is far from finished and I am sure you will continue 
your efforts, in what has been your life's work, for a 
good many years to come . 

Sincerely yours, 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Phoenix Area Office 
P .0. Box 7007 

Phoenix, Arizona 85011 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 23, 1969 

Although our relationships since you were appointed 
Commissioner were not always of the direct contact 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

type, certainly the impact of your presence in this 
capacity was felt daily in a most beneficial and satis­
fying way. My assignment to the Area Office coincided 
almost to the day with your appointment as Commissioner. 

Working for the Bureau and association with so many fine 
people, such as yourself, who comprise this Bureau and 
represent the goals thereof, has made it the most re­
warding experience in my entire career. 

Whatever your pursuits are in the future, I sincerely 
trust you will find them to be rich and rewarding and 
that you have many years for the continuation of a fruit­
ful and enjoyable life. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ o('a.A,.t•·iz, 

Albert Lassiter 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Con:missioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Bci>b: 

26ll Oxford Road 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044 
May 23, 1969 

The Amada.rko Area Office ha.s informed me of your 
retirement at the end of this month. This news was received 
with regret at the loss of your services but also received 
with the thought of one who deserves the rewards of retirement. 

I think of you first as a Haskell Alumnus of whom 
all haskellites are very proud. Your commencement address at 
Haskell a few years ago was inspirational and scholarly. 
Oh yes, I really did enjoy those unusual stories of your 
escapades while a student. 

Your leadership among the Indian people has been 
ou.tstanding--in fact it has never been equalled. You have 
blended Bureau experience, Indian heritage, understanding 
and insight in a manner that ha.s noved the Indian ca.use 
forward at a rapid rate. 

We hope you plan to pay us a visit whenever you 
a.re in this part of the country. Our friends of Indian 
service days are expected to make frequent use of the 
guest room. · 

We are enjoying our Haskell friends and plan to 
attent many of the school activities. 

Best wishes for many happy years ahead~ . 

Most sincerely, 

#¥-
Floyd E. Stayton 



<fiila iBiuer luiliau <!rnmmuuity 
Box97 

Sacaton, Arizona 85247 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Commissioner: 

Tel. 562-3311 

May 23, 1969 

On Behalf of the Gila River . Indian Community Tribal Council, we wish 
to take this opportunity of expressing our very sincere appreciation to you, 
for the excellent and appreciative duties which you have oerformed for the 
Pimas of the Gila River Indian Community, Sacaton, Arizona . 

We, gratefully acknowledge your concern and interest for the problems 
of our people, as well as those of other tribes; said interests and concern 
being an invaluable asset to your leadership in Indian Affairs. We only wish 
that your great service as Commissioner of Indian Affairs could have been 
extended. 

Though you are stepping down from the position which was a pedestal 
from which your great service for the varLous tribes was accomplished through 
concern, interest, identification, and motivation , this a gust body of the Gila 
River Indian Community, Sa ca ton, Ari zona bequeaths to you aw· extended 
service of human interest, devotion, and dedication in whatever capacity you 
might serve in the future. 

: 7 Truly yours, Q. ~---­
~ d~ , Go~ernor 

Gila River Indian Community 



GOVERNIN G BODY 

UINT AH AND OUR AY TR I BAL 

BUSINESS C OMM IT T EE 

FRANCIS WYASKET, CHAIR MAN 

HOMEY J, SECAKUKU , VICE-CHAIRMAN 

FRED A. CONETAH , MEM BE R 

GARY POOWEGUP , M EMBER 

WILBUR CUCH , MEMBE R 

IRENE C. CUCH . MEM BER 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

R. 0. CURRY 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

ELWYN L. DUSHANE 

ACCOUNT ANT . TRE ASU RER­

FRED A. CONETAH 

EDUCATION 

HOMEY J . SECAKUK U 

EMPLOYMENT . PE RSONNEL 

HARVEY NATCHEES 

SUPERVISOR . DOMESTIC WATER 

J. WESLEY JENSEN 

SUPERVISOR - MAINT ENA NCE 

ROSS L. I0RG 

SUPERVISOR - TRIB AL SERVICE 

FRANK. 8 . ARR0WC HI S 

OUTDOOR RECRE ATION 

RUSSEL L CUCH 

LIVESTOCK ENTERPRI SE 

FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH 84026 

Nay 23 , 1969 

Robert L. Bennett , Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear l'ir . Cor.o.r:iissioner: 

FEDERAL CHARTERED CORP . 

UINTAH AND OURAY AGENCY 

: 
I 
I 

' ' I 
I . 

The Ute Indian Tribe has learned of your pending ret i rement on 
May 30, 1969 . 

On behalf of all the members of the Ute Indian Tribe, the Uintah 
and Guray Tribal Business Committee extends to you their heart felt 
thonks and appreciation for the many services you have rendered the 
Utes . 

31: 
:::,. 
-< 
r-,,,.;i, 
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w 
~ 
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c:r, 
(..0 

It 1-rn.s here on our reservation that you started your servi ce to 
Indians , it Has :1ere th::,,t you stE',rted your frunily, and we hope it is 
here that you can visit frequently as time permits . 

We u ish you every success and our very best wishes in your future 
life , and may we i nvite you to visit us often . 

Sincerel y, 

re c6~t~ 
Chaintan IZ__ 



Established By the 
Treaty of June 9, 1855 

Centennial June 9, 1955 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS 

'lf alwna J~.-Nai«ut. 
POST OFFICE BOX 632 

TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON - 98948 

May 23, 1969 

GENERAL COUNCIL 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

~ _.., <..O 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett, 
Comm~ssioner of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

The Yakima Indian Nation would like to express their gratitude to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on his retirement. 

To dwell on the fact of your distinction as one of the few Indians 
to become Commissioner of Indian Affairs and your ·tenure in office 
as being one of the longest would not pay you full tribute. Your 
policies, such as industrial development and hearings with the Indian 
people to develop interest and bring recommendations for the develop­
ment of the Indian people during your term in office has caused the 
majority of Tribal leaders to try to retain you as our Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. Need we say more? 

We would like to ' close by sending you our sincere "thanks" and 

Best regards, 

~....,~__.B.,. J~1:: 
Yakima Tribal Council 

0) 
tO 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

May 23, 1969 

Dear Bob, 

Sig-go-lee Gaz-za How-ah snig- gee-la 

It has been a real pleasure for me to watch your accomplishments 
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I sincerely believe that you 
have done more to get Indians involved in their own destiny and 
started in the ri ght direction than any other Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs I have known . 

If you were my own brother, I could not be more proud of you. 

I wish you much success in your future endeavors, or if it be 
retirement , a long and happy one. 

Sincerely, 

A Fellow Oneida 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washing ton, D.C . , 20242 

Dear Bob: 

8213 Old Court House Road 
Vienna, Virginia 22180 

May 23, 1969 

On my arrival at Ft. Duchesne in late 1939, many of the Ute's 

asked if I knew Bob Bennett. The Ute's are proud of your 

accomplishments. It was about a decade later before I did 

have the opportunity of meeting you. 

It has been a pleasure to work with and for you. I hope that 

you and Mrs. Bennett in your next endeavor will have the 

satisfaction of accomplishment that has been milestones in 

your government career. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
I 

. ¥ e A. Wagner u· 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob and Cleota: 

May 23, 1969 

Just a short note wishing you much success and happiness as 
you approach retirement. We say approach, because we know 
that you will continue to be a driving force and inspiration 
to both Indian and non-Indian peoples for many years to come. 

It has been our privilege to have been able to work under your 
leadership in Alaska, Oregon and the Washington Office. 

During all of your busy times ahead, don't forget to take time 
out to have f'un and relax just a bit. 

It is with pride we can say we know you both professionally and 
personally. 

Best w~ishes, • 

+ 0.tMu~ 
ORENSEN 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett, 

1018 Maple Avenue, East, 
Vienna, Virginia 22180, 

May 23, 1969. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

I am not one of those literary geniuses, so this 
will be one of the "grass roots" letters you will have 
among your collection of well-wishers. 

You and Mrs. Bennett have the best wishes of Louise 
and myself for many pleasant years of retirement. I am 
sure the leadership and philosophies you have given the 
Indian people will continue to grow and will strongly 
influence their future. 

I have always enjoyed our many years of association 
in the Bureau, including the ups and downs. Yes, I even 
clearly recall our haste one time, somewhat inadvertently, 
in Chicago on a return jaunt to Haskell. 

Notwithstanding your retirement from the Bureau, we 
shall look forward to seeing you from time to time. 

Sincerely, 

Carl J. Cornelius 



May 26, 1969 

Dear Bob: 

When one has ncaptained" the good ship "BIA" as you have, 
and has steered it through many troubled waters, it is hard for 
an "old salt" to express his appreciation of your good work. 
It is more difficult to put down on paper how you will be missed 
by the "crew." 

You will be missed, Bob, that's for ·sure. 

It is a compensating fact that the many wise policies you 
had an influential hand in promulgating will remain. The "rough 
water" temporarily encountered on the "recent voyage" will soon 
abate and the calm of the past will again prevail. We can then 
record the following in the ship's log. 

"We enjoyed to the utmost our passage on the ship with you. 
We who remain to carry on as deckhands are better able to do so 
because of the fine steerage you so willingly gave." But the 
good ship "BIA", in the future as in the past, will -

"Heave • • • 
Like a mighty ship in pain, 
Facing the tempest with 
struggle and strain." 

(Browning) 

Good luck, Bob! 



VIA AIR MAIL 

UNITED STATES 

DE P ARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 

BUREA U OF INOI AN AFFAIRS 

U I NTAH AND O U RAY A GEN C Y 

FORT D U C HESN E . U TAH 8 4 0 26 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Administration 

May 26, 1969 

I know that it must be with mixed emotions that you now leave 
your long career with the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Really though, 
you are not leaving, for the impact you have made for the well­
being of Indians throughout the United States will be with us for 
a long, long time. Thousands of Indians will, in generations yet 
to come, live better because of the things you have been able to 
accomplish. Truly, there can be no greater satisfaction to you 
than this. 

June and I consider ourselves as two of your many, many friends 
throughout the Bureau. I will personally always be proud that it 
was you who selected me to work with the Bureau. Your expression 
of trust and faith in me that long time ago has always been one of 
the reasons why I have felt compelled to try to do an exceptionally 
good job for the Indian folks wherever I have worked. 

I hope we will see each other again. I wish you and your family 
the very best of success as you pick up new interests in your 
endeavors. 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Haskell Institute 
Lawrence, Kansas 
May 26, 1969 

We would I ike to take this means of expressing our personal appreciation, 
as well as Haskell lnstitute's appreciation, for your interest and serv­
ices to our school. It is with deep regret that we see you leaving the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Our long association with you as a fellow employee in the Aberdeen Area 
and as one of your school administrators during your tour as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs has caused us to have a deep respect for your ability 
as a professional person and your interest and concern for your fellow 
employees and the Indian people we are trying to serve. 

Under separate cover, we are sending you a copy of this year's Indian 
Leader. We hope that you enjoy it and that when you embark on a new 
career, it will be productive and enjoyable. We know that your contri­
butions to the Bureau of Indian Affairs will be felt for a long time and 
that Indian people will benefit and appreciate them. 

Sincerely yours, ~ ;J 
l ) (I _C/ 

/11:dlau~ , 
Wallace E. Galluzzi ~ 
S1:1,perintendent 



Distinguished Alumnus 

Statement of Appreciation 

Haskel I Institute 

ln recognition of Roberf cl:. Bennetf for reflecting the potential of 

Indian leadership and success, for continued and devoted service to Indian peo­

ple, for outstanding contributions to the Indian way of life, and for exempbfy­

zng the highest traditions of this institution, Haskell presents this statement of 

appreciation. 



INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 

Dear Bob: 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEAL TH SERVICE 

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

7915 EASTERN AVENUE 

SILVER SPRING, MD. 20910 

May 26, 1969 
REFER TO: 

How does one find words that can adequately convey the sense of loss one 
feels upon learning that a fellow co-worker and a cherished personal 
friend, as well as program friend, is leaving the Federal service? This 
is exactly the dilemma I found myself in when word of your retirement 
reached our office. · 

I can sincerely say, Bob, that it has been a real pleasure to work with 
you both in the field and in headquarters. There has never been a time 
when we needed your ad·vice and guidance in our Indian Heal th pursuits 
that you failed to share your expertise with us. I think you will agree 
that our common goal to improve the lot of the Indian people is beginning 
to prove fruitful. Much of this success can be contributed to your many 
years of outstanding leadership and dedication to the cause of your 
people. Their reluctance to see you leave is shared by many others, 
myself included, who recognize the contributions you have already made 
and who are hopeful that we may continue to call upon you in the future 
when we again need the wisdom of your counselling. 

On behalf of the Indian Health Service, I should like to take this 
occasion to express our deep appreciation for your cooperation and 
assistance and to wish you the utmost success and happiness in your 
future endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

(3'£,/~ 
E. S. Rabeau, M.D. 
Assistant Surgeon General 
Di~ector, Indian Health Service 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissionerj Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
1951 Constitution Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 



MRS . HELEN L. PETERSON 

718 CORONA STREET - DENVER , COLORADO 80218 

May 27, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian .Affairs 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Bob: 

In the 1950•s, when it was unpopular 
for BIA personnel to cooperate with 
Indian organization, there was a con­
scientious, able young Indian career 
man in the Bureau who persisted in 
doing all that he knew to be right 
and helpful for Indians --without de­
manding attention to himself, I might 
add. He performed his duties for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in a superior 
way and no one ever questioned his 
loyalty to his employer. In addition, 
at the meetings of the National Congress 
of American Indians, there always appeared 
among the registrants, the name of Robert 
L. Bennett, Oneida. But he didn 1t just 
merely register. During conventions (and 
between conventions! ) he accepted and dis­
charged duties that were essential tothe 
organization even when they were not glamor­
ous. Robert L. Bennett never asked that 
favors be returned; he never sought to pro­
mote himself; he never "demanded." 

For your selfless devotion, unswerving 
loyalty to the Indian cause, for your 
unfailing good humor, for the symbol you 
are to--and of--the Indian people, I 
admire and respect you, Bobt:This see~ 
a good time to put this i:p w iting. / 

Sincerely, Vu ~ 



PRESIDENT 
Royal B. Hassrick 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Charles E. Trimble 
Oglala Sioux 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
F. McLaughlin 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
He len L. Peterson 
Oglala Sioux 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
Jane W. McLaughlin 
William T. McGlone 

MEMBERS 

Clarence Acoya 
Laguna Puebl o 

Dr. L. Loring Brock 

Hon. Joseph R. Garry 
Coeur d'Alene 

He nry Hough 

Wanda Kanes 
Sac and Fox 

Elizabeth W. Morgan 

John C. Rainer 
Taos Pueblo 

Richard Tallbull 
Southe rn Cheyenne 

Eugene Trimble 
Oglala Sioux 

500 Zook Building, 431 West Colfax Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80204 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear Bob: 

What a tribute to you that we feel we can call you 
"Bob" as we write you on the warm, personal occasion 
of the banquet marking your departure from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Each one of us on the board and staff of American 
Indian Development sends you congratulations on a 
career in the Bureau of Indian Affairs culminating 
in the Commissionership -- all handled superbly! 

We have appreciated most, perhaps, the quality and 
extent of your availability to Indians. The respect, 
understanding, and patience you demonstrated as you 
listened to Indians --and heard them-- are known 
and commended. 

No Indian Commissioner has served in times that were 
any more confused for Indians, or troubled for the 
nation. lack of clear purpose and issues is surely 
more difficult to deal with than external threats. 
Yet, your steadiness in pursuing proven methods to­
gether with your open mindedness to consider new 
ideas were productive of good results. 

When Indian confidence and cooperation are so utterly 
essential for Indian progress, and when widespread, 
enthusiastic support has been made so abundantly clear, 
it is incredible that any national political adminis­
tration could even_• consider permitting you to leavel 
We are happy to hear, however, that you will continue 
to serve in the field of Indian affairs, and we are 
confident that it will be in a role which will give 
you greater freedom and opportunity to be of service 
to the Indian people. 

Our heartiest good wishes! 

Sincerely, 
I ") 

lC~-Q__j ./?) . ~~~~kJ 
Royal B. Hassrick 
President 

Contributions Deductible for Income Tax Purposes 
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UN ITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

EXECUTIVE SEMINAR CENTER 
2440 BANCROFT WAY, ROOM 301 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704 

May 27, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

The class and I send our sincere appreciation for the meetings you 
held with us. 

Our concensus is that they were educational,stimulating,and reflected 
much wisdom, knowledge and perception. We feel the discussions have 
much universal application for a great number of problems confronting 
the American society. 

We thank you and send you our warm regards and best wishes for the 
future. 

Sincerely yours, 

p~d_A~~ 
Cradoc L.~--­
Associate Director 



JULIA BUTLER HANSEN 
3D DISTRICT, WASHINQTON 

C!Congrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
1!,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

mla~bington, ;JI).€. 20515 

May 28, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Commissioner Bennett: 

9993 

COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN-INTERIOR 
ANO RELATED AGENCIES 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

Your letter of May 26 has arrived and I cannot begin to tell you 
how sorry I am that you are leaving the Bureau of Indian Affairs. You 
have been reflective of some of the finest and the most constructive 
thinking possible for our Indian programs during your tenure. All of 
us on the Committee have enjoyed working with you. It is with keenest 
disappointment that I and other members of the committee see you leave. 

I am deeply sorry and a little incensed that our program of Indian 
Affairs has been automatically shoved into the category of partisan 
politics. It has no place there. I have withstood efforts in my own 
party to make it partisan and I expected that those who talked con­
tinuously of good government in the context of a bipartisan approach 
to one of America's great problems would do the same. 

I am sure as you leave that this will not be the last time that I 
or other members of the Committee will see you, for your deep interest 
and your great knowledge of Indian Affairs make it important to Indian 
progress and growth that you continue to serve these wonderful people. 

You have all my best wishes for the future and my deepest appreciation 
for the kind of cooperation you have given and program you have been re­
sponsible for in a very difficult period when funds were so curtailed for 
other priorities. 

With my warmest personal regards,, I am, 

JBH:Terl 

cc: Under Secretary of Interior 
Russell Train 

( 
I 

Youit's most sincerely, 

4~ 
Julia Butler Hansen, M. C. 



DON S AMU E LSON 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF I DAH 0 
OF F IC E O F THE GOVERNOR 

BO I SE 

May 28, 1969 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 
Bur eau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. c. 20242 

Dear Commissioner: 

Your gracious letter was deeply appreciated, and 

.. 
-, 
" :: c::, ,, 
!! C7> 
.• ,C' .. 
:: 

will always be a reminder to me of the brilliant and effective 
job you did as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

I recall our personal associations and contacts with 
deep pleasure and respect, and feel a sense of regret that y o u 
will no longer be directing the affairs of the Bureau . 

Please accept warmest best wishes for the future . 
There will always be a special welcome mat out for you if your 
travels bring you to Boise and Idaho. 

DS : be 

Sincerely , 

9~V:..~-
DON SAMUELSON 
GOVERNOR 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Hon. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

May 28, 1969 

Writing is my profession but the writing of this letter 
is one of the most difficult tasks I have ever undertaken. 

I find it hard to select the words to attempt to convey in 
the coldness of black letters on white p aper my appreci­
ation of these two years of close association with you. 

The Indian Americans are losing from official Federal life 
their most understanding, knowledgeable and outspoken 
advocate but I find some consolation in knowing of your 
intent to continue an active interest in and devotion to 
betterment of American Indians. Knowing you, nothing else 
could be expected. 

I have learned more about American Indians through my 
relationship with you than I had gleaned in more than 40 
years in newspaper work, and with this education has also 
come the realization of the inspiration you personally 
have given to so many Indian leaders. The virtual unani­
mous support of Indian leadership was a result of y our 
wise conduct of BIA activities along new policy lines. 

Thank you for your counsel and guidance. 

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett and the other members 
of your family, some of whom I have met and cooperated 
with in trying to inform the uninformed of facts concerning 
Federal activities to benefit Indians. 

The Office of Public Information staff joins me in these 
good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 



bepaRtment o~ social Justice 

national council 0~ th€ ChURCh€S 0~ ChRISt m th€ u.s.a. 

475 RIV€RSlb€ bRIV€, 0€W yoRk, n. y. 10027 telephone: 870-2297 

3.RthUR S. rtemmm(i, P'R€Stb€nt 
R€V. €. RUSS€lt CJ-Rt€R 

Ol"R€CtOR roR SP€CIJ-l mm1stRl€S 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Bob: 

R. h. ebwm espy, Cj€0€R3.l S€C'R€t3.'RY 

May 28, 1969 

Your letter of May 26 makes me very sad , as I am sure is true of the 
multitude of our friends who hold you in the highest possible regard, 
both as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and as a man of integrity 
and dedication. 

While I know there must be the touch of personal disappointment in the 
termination of your relationship as Commissioner, you must carry with 
you the priceless conviction you have served exceedingly well and 
have so well earned the status of one of the best. 

You have meant much to us in the Churches. We knew you could be 
counted on and your insights and good sense served well in keeping us 
on course. 

I wish you all things good, Bob, and sincerely hope our paths will 
continue to cross. 

ERC:hv 

p 
E. Russell Carter 

R€V. Oav10 R3.ffi3.(i€, JR., charnman • R€V. ('.l1Z3.B€th m1ll€R, VIC€ charnman 

a unit or th€ b1v1s1on or Ch'RtSttan Lt~€ anb m1ss1on 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS DATA CENTER 

500 GOLD AVENUE. S.W . 

P . 0. BOX 2026 

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87103 

Mn. RobeJit L. Be.nnex:t 
Comml6~ionen on Indian Ann~ 
BUJte.au on Indian Ann~ 
WMhington, V. C. 20242 

Ve.an Bob: 

il'IAY 2 8 1969 

IN REPL Y REFER TO: 

M yoUJt many ye.aM 06 ~e.nvic.e. to the. Gove.nnme.nt 06 the. Unde.d 

Stat~ and the. IndiaM 06 Ame.nic.a dnaw~ to a clo~e., I ~hou1-d lik.e. 

to e.xpn~~ my appne.uation 0on having had the. oppontundy to wonk. 

&on and w,,[th you, in AlMk.a and he.ne. at Afbuquenque.. 

I join yoUJt many 6nie.n~ and M~ouat~ thnoughout the. c.ountny 

in WMhing you the. b~t in the. c.ombig ye.aM. 

Sinc.ene.fy, 
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E4414 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD--Extensions of Remarks May 28, 1969 
He delighted his Worcester flock and won 

their affection with his corncob pipe, his 
knowledge of the cartoon character Oharlle 
Brown, his teas for unwed mothers, his Jove 
or music, his New England f ruga lity and h1s 
Boston-brogu ed charm. 

But he also became known as a perceptive 
businessman In his dealings to bu!Jd a n ew 
hospital and to rebuild a tomadoed college. 
His debating b ack ground a lways kept him 
garnering the last word. 

Since he came to Pittsburgh-on St. Pat­
rick's Day-he has been a consistent news­
m aker, more for himself than his office. 

Almost Immediately he established a 11st 
of firsts. 

He was the first Catholic bishop to visit 
the county Workhouse In Its 93- year history 
and confirmed 21 Inmates who were serving 
sentences on ever ything from murder to 
morals charges. 

He was the firs t Catholic prelate to s peak 
before a Methodist gener al conference in the 
226 years of Methodism. And later he became · 
the first Catholic bishop to speak at a Lu­
theran church convention in America. 

He m ade 41 round trips to the R ome ses­
sions of the Second Vatican Council where 
he ser ved on the principal theological com­
mission. 

When he got back he conducted a night 
course to explain the counc!l's declara tions. 

He still thinks the ideas of the historic 
council h ave not yet filtered down to a ll the 
p eople. He shrugs that "you can't expect In­
stantaneous results from something tha t far 
reaching." 

But he a lso adds, "Former councils lacked 
the m eans to communicate. It u sed to b 
h a rd to get the news. Now It's h ard to get th 
n ews straight." 

He says he means the news media prese 
. r eactions to the news so fast tha t "before t 

r eal Issues are clear, ,,the bonfires h 
started ." 

The black-ha ired, big-eyed cardinal hl\S 
consistently impressed others with his many 
interests . 

Historians mar vel at his collection of St. 
. J oan of Arc a rtifacts , valued a t well over 

$70,000 and the largest personal collection 
in the country. 

The key to Cardinal Wright m ay be In one 
statement he made 1n a recent interview. "I 
love the Gathollc Church llS I love not hing 
else," he said ea,mestly. "I don't think of t,he 
Ohuroh llS an organization-en institution. 
To me it's the personal presence of Christ in 
h1st.ory. 

"I see all truth and a ll faiths related to the 
Chureh and I 1Jhlnk t he Church has nev& 
been more powerful , more influentia l in the 
world . The pope is a symbol o:i: permanence 
and stabil!ty in the mids t of chaos." 

This is a man who h as stacked all the zeal 
and energy and devotion m oot men put into 
fam1ly or a career or m aking money into h is 
religion wLthout becoming a fanatic. 

He Is getting ready now to leave Pitts­
burgh. On the day he learned Pope Paul 
named him a ca,ydtnal, he said, "I'd spend 
the r est of my life In Pittsburgh. " But he 
was quick to add, "But I'm ready to go 
wherever the pope wan ts me. We priests ac­
cept our assignments without knowing much 
about them ." 

But he's looking forward to the challenges 
and opportunities of Rome llS he h as a lways 
looked forward to every big step in his life. 

In his words, "You h ave to keep saying yes 
or you're over the hill." 

A John J oseph Ca rdinal Wright Is a 
ma.n who Isn't ready to sta.rt slipping 

the other s ide. 

COMMISSIONER BENNETI TO 
RETIRE 

HON. JULIA BUTLER HANSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 27, 1969 

Mrs. HANSEN o f Was hington. Mr. 
Speaker, a notable career in F ed eral 

. Government service comes to a close this 
coming S aturd ay. Robert L. Bennett, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, will re­
tire after 36 years, la rgely in the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. He speaks fluent Itallan and Fl'ench and 

k eeps Informed on what's happening in the Commissioner Bennett is an Indian 
world-a throwback to his ·early newspaper and a g raduate of the respected Haskell 
d ays. Institute at Lawrence, K ans. He p 'ro-

Asked to sum up Vatican II, an almost all- gressed through ranks of the BIA to be­
consuming Interest for a long while , h e said: come a skilled and visionary Commis­
"The 19th or 20th bishop of Pltts•burgh, 
probably black, will say, I think, .tha t we did sioner. 
a r easona bly good Job. I t Is a pla nting. It will The Commissioner recently delivered 
take m any years of weeding artd cultivatin g a speech at Dartmouth College where he. 
b efore reaping a harvest ." told of the challenges and achievements 

He has been out spoken on social issues. of Indians. ' 
In 1966 he called for a halt to the bombing 

of North Vietna m . He refused to talk about I include the text of his address in the 
r ace unless it was the " human race." He said RECORD: 
P ope P aul VI gained a "heroic stature" !or CULTURAL FACTORS IN THE EDUCATION OF 
his s tand against birth control. He told or- AMERICAN INDIANS 
ganlzcd labor it had to fight for social Justice. I t m1ght be said that we are celebrating 

In Pittsburgh too he crusaded against the two events today-not only the 20oth annl­
name "morals court," saying It woo being versa ry of Dalrtmou th College, but a lso the 
used to try other offenses and was ruining:,, r evival, during the 1960's, of public concern 
reputations. He was successful in getting it for the educational well-being of American 

·changed. Indian youth. Because D artmouth was 
He h as waged a oonslsternt fight against founded with a primary purpose of providing 

a lcohollsm a nd has backed proposals helping higher education for Indians I am most 
alcoholics' re.lrnblll tm.tlon . gTatlfled to have this d!stlngu~hed forum to 

As bisho p h e ban ned uniform a,ppare.J for discuss publicly those aspects of Indian edu­
chlldren receiving their first oommun.ion and · cation which particularly require the at­
ordered a 10 per cent tithe on d!ocesa.n ool- tentlon groups such as t his. 
lectlons for "neighbors in need." Since both Dartmouth and the American 

Cardinal Wright's eoo.r!ng kite has a Indians pre-date t he American Republic it­
lengthy tallstrlng o! honorary degrees a.nd self, it is plain that both possess a remark­
m erit c1tatlons. able ability to adjust to the ever-changing 

His h ard-driving demands m-e sometimes shape and p ace of America's cultural, social 
h ard· on h1s staff n.nd he can be 1-nflexible in and pol!t!cal life. In our time, however, those 
how he wanit.e things done. · changes seem to be coming so swiftly and so· 

But John J oseph Ca.rdl.nal Wr!g'h.t 1.8 aJBo a irrevocably that we are all put to test to 
kind man. The men and 'l'V'(llllen '\lltlo have maintain the socio-political equilibrium. 
known h-lm the longeet me hlm-perhap11 Dartmouth, like other educational lnstltu­
t.he be&t teetlDiofitM @I till, ttoria, la not Immune from the pri!liijllfe, Nor. 

., . ,• 

a r e the India n citizenry o! this Nation. I am 
convinced that the responses o! the great 
colleges like Dartmouth to the needs of peo­
ple such as Indians ·will be a significant fac ­
tor in determining the forn'l and substance 

. of the new American society. 
Although Indians are a very small minority 

In this country-the Indian population is 
well under a mllJlon-there is considerahlc 
n ew political action t ak ing place among the 
Indian communities. For' more t h an a hu:1-
dred years Indians had remained the stolitl 
and silent prototypes of wh at the whiLe man 
alleged they were. BuL, today, Indian young 
people h ave moved in upon the fronts of com­
munity action. The Indian warrior today Is 
fighting his great battle on the social level. 
He has a b andoned the arrow and the musket 
for books and public platforms. 

The transit.ion from obscurity to a con­
·splcuous role In contempora ry political affairs 
lias not been an easy one for the new genera­
tion of Indian youth . It has been P.ccom­
panied by some confus ion as to goais , some 
hostility to the dominant society, and a great 
deal of defensiveness In the' way Indians see 
themselves. These are traits that characterize 
m any of the social activists in this country 
today; but in the Indian they are often more 
acute beca u se the culture gap between In­
dian s and other Americans is wide and deep. 

There are fundamental differences, how­
ever, between Indian social action and some 
of the current social movements by other 
groups. Indian youth a re motivated by t he 
desire to stabilize their communi ties. not dis-

- rupt them;• to m ake them more economically 
viable rather than more dependen t upon gov­
ernment la rgesse. They are turning to t he 
government for Increasing help but arc re ­
jecting the p aternal!sm t h at was the core of 
the special federal-Indian relationship for so 
m any decades . 

"We a re bulld'lng, not burning." ls the way 
one youthful Indian leader puts i t. It Is in­
d eed true. From Florida to Alaska, there are 
evidences that building Is going qn in In­
dia n communities. Not merely construction 
of facil ities, like homes and schools and 
water and power l!nes and roads. Community 
spirit Is building up , too. The voices of the 
Irtdlan people are beginning to be _heard on 
m atters of resources development, environ­
mental control , and edu cation of their 
children. 

Such constructive activities as these can 
be sustained only through nn educated lead­
ership. Indians understand t he tremendous 
importance to themselves of quality educa­
tion and equal!ty of educat'ional opportunity. 
The various tribes invest about $20 million 
annually in college scholarsl1ips; and during 
the p ast three year s that I h ave served as 
Commissioner of I ndian Affairs , the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs contributed another $10 
mllJ!on for higher education nld. 
. . The vast majori ty of young Indl311 m en 
and women today are seeking not to close 
the ga tes of the colleges, but to force open 
gates to institutions that h ave hitherto h ad 
few if any Indians among the student ranks. 

Even so, only about 20 p ercent of the In­
dian college age population continues school­
ing beyond high school, whereas the national 
rate exceeds 40 p ercent. There are serious 
blocks to their success in school and col ­
Iege--fln anclal need being one, but t he cul: 
ture gn.p being an even greater obstacle. For 
this reason, the educationa l n eeds of Amer­
ican Indians must necessaril y be viewed from 
the perspective of the American Indian cul­
ture, and the special education requirements 
it imposes upon our schools. 

This Is the area in which Da rt mouth 
College could, with singular appropria teness, 
assume a. leadin g role in broadening educa­
tional oppor tunities for Indians. What could 
be more in keeping with the spiri t of this 
20oth JUliliversary celebration than to spon­
sor a nationwide effort to d evelop educational 
progra.nuf that accommodate to the needs 
of Indian students? The focus is needed 
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equally at the college preparatory and the 
college levels . 

Dn.rtmou t h Is already moving in such a cU­
rcct.lon. I commend to the attention of all 
communities the program ca.lied A.B.C.-"A 
netter Chnnce." It Is a program that works 
v.ith mnx:imum effectiveness when a high 
school and a college both participate. Dart­
mouth ls participat ing ln A.B.C. wlth the 
town of Hartford, Vermont, situated across 
the Connecticut River from Dartmouth's site 
in Hanover, New Hampshire. Hartford has 
opened !ts high school-and, more than 
tMt, Its heart-to educationally and socially 
disndva.ntaged youngsters from many par ts 
of the country. This year Hartford is pro­
,1dlng schooling, board and room, for ten 
Indlnn boys, and Dartmouth is providing 
tutorial services needed by those boys to 
qu n11!y them for entrance lnto the College. 

Dr. McGean, Secretary of the College-and 
to whom I am indeb ted for the Invitation 
to be the speaker at this bicentennial-In­
forms me that the townspeople of Columbia 
are also eager to launch a.n A.B.C. pro­
gram. I hope It w111 be possible. There would 
be no more fitJtlng Iocnle than here, where 
D:trtmouth·s founder, Dr. Wheelock, began 
his teaching services to Indians as head of 
l\!oor's Chari t y School more than two ceh­
turies ago. 

The need for clrnrlty ls hardly less today 
than lt was in Dr. Wheelock's day. I do not 
menn charity In the narrow sense that Im­
piles an obligation of the more affluent to 
provide for_ the poor , but charity In the 
broad sense of kindlin ess and understand­
ing. These a re the qualities that Indian stu­
dents need most desperately to feel within 
the school environ m en t ; because when they 
are absent the r elevance of education de­
clines precipitously for them. This Is a cul­
tural respon se on their part which cannot 
be ignored in our desire to stimulate the 
Intellectual response. 

Indians are frustrat ed by the tendency 
of most other Americans either to roman­
ticize and s tylize them on the one hand, 
or, on the other , to minimize their place 
In our society. Even after 200 years, and in 
spite of the purposeful efforts of many In­
dian leaders today to be involved with the 
non-Indian world, most Indians are still a 
people apart, still stransers In their own 

acknowledged within the framework of our 
ooucatlonal programs. _Only when other 
Americans recognize the full slgnlficance o! 
the Indian role In the maklng o! the nation 
will the Indian people of today be accorded 
their rightful place of dignl ty and social ac­
ceptance within the American ecumene. 

The Indian's determination to retain his 
Identity has contributed to a social phenom­
enon In modern America-the revival of 
tribalism. To be sure, today's triba lism has 
little In common with primitive tribalism, 
other than to reta in remnant,s of the religious • 
orientation of the Inclian society. Today's 
tribal structures are u su ally modeled upon 
American governmental forms, and the ob­
jectives and services of tribal governments 
are, broadly speaking, comparable to those of 
county governments. The new tribalism is 
multi-ethnic ln character, as Is the Indian 
cutlure itself. Indian lifeways have been 
modified by the Spanish horse and Spanish 
weaving and by the Industrious , acquisitive 
English mores. They h ave also been modified 
by the trade and agriculture schools of the 
19th and early 20th Centuries, and by com­
mercialized farming and motorized deep-sea 
fishing; by World War II and the enlistments 
of thousands of young Indian men; by air 
transportation and rocketry . Native Alaskans 
man the defense early warning system on. the 
Arctic, Navajos and others assemble Intricate 
electronic devices for space exploration, and 
the tribes are turning to computers to help 
keep account o! their nat ural resources. 

But the new Indian doesn't always feel 
comfortable In his new role . The tenor of 
Indian thinking is well expressed by a stu­
dent who recently graduated from the fed­
eral Institute of American Indian Arts In 

. Santa Fe. He composed a brief piece of poetry 
that ls memorable to me not alone because It 
demonstrates literary artistry but a]so be­
cause of Is revealing undertone of bravado. 
It goes like this: 

"We shall learn · all t hese devices the white 
man has. 

"We shall handle his tools for ourselves. 
"We shall master his machinery and his In­

ventions, his skills, his m edicine, his 
planning; 

"But we'll retain our b eauty. 
"And still be Indian." 

land. Some Indians, like myself, walk always In 
Even while adopting the outward aspects: two worlds, trying to maintain the perspec­

of modern American life, Indians today,_ tlves o! both and to draw unto ourselves the 
as II whole, are probably less fully attuned best of both. ,This ls not always done with 
to the non- Indian llfeway than many of ease, yet It Is the course that must be walked 
t hem were In t he early part of the last Cen- by all American Indian children growing 
tury. Some of the Eastern tribes In those . up today. It will be harder _for them than 
days assumed with ease and great success 1t was for me, because the gap between the 
such European culture add-ons as system- traditional Indian Jifeway and the new tech­
a tlc !arming and formal schooling. nologlcal society Is far greater than. was the 

Back in the days when Oklahoma was gap between rural and city lift In the earlier 
IncUan Terri tory, Incllan groups operated part or this c entury. some of the traits 
schools and colleges t hat later formed the .. and values that are the very core of contem­
core of the S tate:s public school system. This porary American society are totally alien to 
klnd of leadership In education on the part thelt Indian upbringing. They must learn 
of Indhms bas been absent for many, m any to live by the new code, yet their heritage 
years, except In _Individual_ Instances , It 1s cautions them against "foolishly abondonlng ,. 
only now beglnnmg to reappear, currently the basic values of the old. · 
In the form of Indian demands for control 
of elementary and secondary schools serv­
ing their children. The new Interest In edu­
cation Is prompted by a sense of frustra­
tion with the average school program that 
Ignores the Indi a n cultural background. 

Indlans today fee l threatened by the pres­
aunm now forcln p: tot nl annlmllntlon, h o­
r,,11nt; t h" Y fr..r I. II<' 11111n or t.h ~lt· rw lf - Jrl<'tt ti t.y . 
'111111µ, Jlldltlll 1lt1<1 lt 11 lll lf f\ WIH'ft of IL ffl li'!• 
t11 l11 e tl them d11rl111! yeru·11 or 0111n·essln11. 
'I11ey challenge the motives of those who 
would make them less Indian . They seek from 
education the ability to be both Americans 
and Indians. An either/ or choice Is intol­
erable to them. Because Indian history, and 
Indian contributions to the building of this 
Nation, are an Integral part at our national 
history, Indians ask that these _facts be fully 

To be sure, thousands upon thousands of 
Indians have already become a p art of 
present-day city and suburban American life. 
But many thousands more remain In their_ 
tradltlona) home environs, on or near their 
reserved land-s. They live In a sub-culture 
which Is too olten mncle up or the wors t 
n«JJoctil or Aml'rlcnn clvll lza\tlon mitigated 
011ly hy tt• ll\ll flll l,n nr fl hl lllplrr 11.1111 11\<lrO 
or1fA1· ly llftl wny. l'll Vf\l' l.y IR LIW ronllllllll nhor<I 
shnreq by nenrly all rum! Inclln1JR, toctny . The • 
economic depression of t he more Isolated 
communities is exceeded only by the atmos­
p)lere of social depression. These are the 
conditions that today's Indian leadership Is 
trying to combat. 

From such rural environments comes· the 
booming · Indian poP._ulation. Sevent_y-five 

percent of today's Indians Is under the age o! 
25 years! 

These are the young _people for whom I 
h ave such great concern. These young people . 
are the hope for rebullding the Indian-owned 
lands and for the m a king of a new Indian 
culture that can live compat ibly ancl co­
equally with the whole American comm unity. 

These Indian youth ar e u su,11ly very sen­
sitive-sometimes h yper-sensi t ive- to the 
differences between themselves and others. 
They tend to deal with slights, real or 
imagined, by snubbing the offender fore ver. 
This Is a form of censure that der ives frt.m 
the Indian culture; but outside t he Indian 
culture It h as the unfortunate effect of ex­
hausting the pa tience and goodwill of m any 
non-India n;;. Such niceties of social behavior 
point up t he culture difference b'etween In­
dians and other Americans. 

Altl10ugh Indian students are attending 
colleges and universities today in unprece­
dented numbers, many find the experience 
an endurance test that exceeds their capac­
ity. Very few Institutions-either seconclary 
or colleglate-ho.ve attempted seriously to 
help them through t he adjustment period . 
They need academic help to enable them to 

· progress In the classrooms, and they need 
social help In accommoclatlng to the alien 
patterns of student li fe . 

Most high schools, and colleges as well, 
tend to polarize rather than synthesize the 
cul t ural differences between Indian students 
and o thers . P erhaps this Is a large part of 
the reason why so fe w Indians are to be found 
today in colleges like Dartmouth. 

It may also be argued, of course, tha t In­
dians are not In the Ivy League because there 
are no longer many Indians in the East. 
It is true that most tribes, including those 
for whom Dartmouth was fou n ded, were 
long ago moved westward. They gen erally 
·tend today to think of themselves as west­
erners and to look only to western sch ools 
for their education. Even my ow~ peopl,e, the 
Oneidas, to whom upstate New York was 
homeland, are now very much a part of the 
Wisconsin scene. 

Indian students today a re found p redomi­
nantly In schools In the west-in the S tate 
univers ities and land grant colleges; ancl In 
such places as Fort Lev.'is · College in Dur­
ango, Colorado, or Bacone College in Okla­
homa., both of which were, like Dartmouth, 
founded largely for purposes of providing 
higher education for Indians. A few institu­
tions in the West, most notably thus far in 
Arizona and New Mexico, have established 
special centers for furtherance of Indian af­
fairs studies. The University of New Mexico 
has established a special program In law 
studies for American Indians, to encourage 
the entrance of more Indians Into th e legal 
profession. Arizona S tate University and the 
the Univers ity of Arizona · both cncournge 
Indians to enter the teaching profession and 
are ·developing new programs for teachers of 
Indian children which Include t h e teach­
ing of English as a second language and the 
teaching of Indian history. 

Indians have not found a like degree of 
Interest and concern In the Institu t ions lo­
cated In more easterly pa r ts or the count ry. 
I wish a more Intensive effort could be made 
to attract Indians to schools outside their 
own regions because the ultimate effect 
would be to give tremenclous new brenclth 
to Indian thinking nnd to Incllnll undn­
nf.11ncll11f!' llf th !! lr nwn N11111t.ry, 

TJ; In not t111111u::h t.o <>fr,,,. n, ,hul 11 r hhipr1, 
gmnt.~ nnrt loons tot.h o Jn~llnn al.n<lfn l s whn 
are the cream of J!radnatlng clnsses or t h e 
better high schools nnd academics. My con­
cern Is that the less well acaclcm lcally and 
socle:lly prepared have an opport unity to 
broaden their back~rounds so that they, too, 
can : compete successfully In such academic 
environments as Dartmouth offers. 
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They need such progr!l.tnll as A.B.C. They 

need, also, programs such as the transitional 
year that Yale has Instituted. I have no 
doubts about the ultimate abilities of In­
dian children to perform as capably as any 
others In the classrooms. In fact, In the 
earlier elementary years they do somewhat 
better than average. The slump comes In 
the early 'teens, wh en chronic deficiencies 
In m astering the English language are com­
pounded by chron1c feelings of social frustra­
tion. 

Within the school environment, whether 
It ,be a publlc high school or a private acad­
emy or a college, Indian students need to be 
re- assured that they truly belong within the 
American society. They need to know that 
their teachers and their peers hold them In 
regn.rd for their own worth as Individuals. l1; 
Is not enough to pay them passing tribute 
b ecau se they are the First Americans; they 
ask to be recognized as a vital part of the 
fabric Of America today. 

What Ind.Jan youth hope to find In school 
Is the experience of achievement that will 
sustain them and help obliterate the feel ­
Ing of b eing born losers that engulfed their 
parents and their grandparents. 

I believe my observations are sufficient to 
suggest ways In which the educational Insti­
tutions of this country can help Indians 
toward the feeling and the reality of achieve­
ment. 

As for the general public, typified by the 
townspeople of Columbia, Connecticut, there 
are other ways to help. The A.B.C. program 
Is one. Your continuing public awareness and 
active Interest In Indian education Is an­
other. 

Your tax dollars are contributing to the · 
education of about 100,000 or more Ind.Jan 

. youngsters In public high schools throughout 
the country. Federal a id Is available to those 
schools, often to a greater extent than It ls 
employed, to provide the special language 
and counsellng and related supplementary 
education services that many Indians re­
quire. You can help assure that funds are 
used more effectively for Ind.Jans In public 
schools. 

Your tax doll~s .are a lso contribut ing to 
the education of about 50,000 Indian young- · 
stern In the federal day and boarding schools 
that serve Ind ians who ca nnot a ttend public 
schools-either becau se none are available or 
because their n eeds are such that they re­
quire supplementary services not provided by 
thei r public schools. Federal boarding schools 
today operate on a per capita student budget 
of about $1,650 annually-half the amount 
expended In t he operation of a first-rate pri­
vate preparatory school. We cann ot do justice 
to Indian youth on such a pennyplnchlng 
scale . .The schools n eed expert counselors ancl 
corps of teacher specialists In a ll fields-the 
price for whlch comes high, and the competi­
tion for which Is usu ally won by the affluent 
and progressive high school systems ~n more 
urban areas. 

Where there Is the will, a way can u sually 
be cl evlsed. Indian youth today have the will 
to build a better world for themselves and 
thei r people. You, the public, can help pave 
the way, by being Informed and concerned. 
I h ave confidence that the educational com­
munl ty of j\merica-and the general public­
will respond to the yearning and the need of 
I ndian young people and pave the way tor 
more of them to move out ot the shadows of 

-limited educational opportun1ty. When all 
of them h ave access to the best In education 
this country has to offer, and the most they 
can absorb, then the . Indian people will no 
longer feel like strangers In their own land. 

In any way that I can help, I shall always 
do so to the ultimate of· my own ablllty and 
Influence, !or the problem of making quallty 
education available to Indian children ts 
always the matter of uppermost concern to 
me, 

In a sense, this Is my valedictory, i\t the 
end or this month, I plan to withdraw from 
my position aa Commissioner o! Ind.Ian Af­
fairs. I shall not. however, withdraw from 
active participation 1n efforts to foster the 
betterment o! the Indian citizenry of this 
country. For most of the 35 years I have 
given to public service, the service has been 
In the area of Indian affairs. It has been my 
llfe--and my life Interest will go on. Perhaps, 
with release from the administrative respon­
sibilities, will come the ab!llty to be more 
active within the general commun1ty-and 
so I1ook forward to closer contact with Inter­
ested people such as yourselves. 

And, because old Indians never die, I look 
forward to the next 200 years of friendship 
with Dartmouth. · 

EDUCATION-PARENTS, 
ACTION 

OF LOUISIANA 
HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI 

Tuesday, Ma?f 27, 1969 

our House Resolution 329, there follows t 
xt of a resolution adopted by Mlssourla 

f National Security: 
• Whereas Missourians for Nat ional Se -

rlty ave become aware of a massive driv to 
esta llsh compulsory and detailed sex u­

. catlo In the public schools of our N tlon 
beg! ng with k indergarten pupils, uch 
drive rlma rily being led by smcus, d 

"Wh reas we approve the teaching o phy­
sical h glene and proper hea lth h a !ts as 
well as biological facts at suitable 
are una erably opposed to the pro tlon of 
the "ne morality" r egarding Inters xual re-

! lons, erverslons, and/or o t h er " ltuation 
hies" expounded by SIECUS i t he kln­
rgarten or elementary grades , a d 
"Where we are In accord wi 1 Psychia­

trist Wlllla McGrath, M.D., of P oenlx, Ari­
tated 'Prema ture In rest in sex 
and will arrest or d s tort the de­
the personality. x education 

should not foisted upon ch ldren; should 
not begin In the grade school . Anyone who 
would d ellbe tely arouse the child's curios­
ity or stlmul t e h is unready, mind to trou­
bled sex preoc upatlons oug to have a mill­
stone tied aro nd his neck d be cast Into 
the sea,' there! re, be it 

"Resolved, at Mlsso 
Security, by w1 n1mous v 

ICK. Mr. Speaker, t full support of ouse Re 
by c ed parents to stop would establish · ten-ma committee to con-
ity a version from ent duct a thorough and p e etratlng Jnvestlga-
schoo w nationwide. tlon Into the o eratlo s and tax-exempt 

' status or SIECUS .• 
The tunate situatio at in Sincerely, 

most S nstead of the s derers 
seekin gitimatize th arious 
design th they hav able to 
sneak in ducation d force 
the outr to the 
defense stricting 
and outl hie edu-
cation. 

It is unf 
concerned t yet fol-
lowed the e who brought 
suit in the ious freedom 
under the C protect their 
children · from schools. Fur-
ther, in man is a criminal 
offense for an ntribute to the 
delip.quency of hild, even in the 
guise of "educat 

Clearly the e 
perverting the 
the guise of tion programs 
have disturbed 's nest and it 
is probably o of time until 
criminal acti er litigation 
arises. And t that once 
this evil mo ht out into -
the open wi nwholesome . 
and unnatu 11 be com-
pletely re rogram of 
compulso 

Mr. Spe 
;remarks, 
sourians 
from Mr ces H. P 
Island, a news clipp 
local p 

The were used to g 

llowing my 
the Mis­
, a letter 
of Rock 

from the 

of sch rely the courts c 
to .g lsory pornograp 
' Th al referred to fol 

Hon. Jo N R. RARICK, 
f Represe-ntative8, 
f!l.ce Butldtng, 

gton, D.O. . 
EU Ma, RARICK: Por what 1188l11tan 
be worth to fOU 1n oonneotton Wit.Ii 

• I ., 

SLAND, I.Lt., 
May 15, 1969. 

.Attorney Genera . MITCHELL, 
U .S. D epartment 
Washington, D . 

DEAR ·AITORN 

ucatlon course Introduced Into 
the currlculu 
District #41, 
Rock Island, 

These sex s and the In-
structional Id courses has 
b een appro the Superin-
tendent of oard of Edu-
cation of sa rlct. 

Staff me rlntendent of 
Education ected School 
Bon.rd of ve publicly 
stated th urses are 
p ermlsslv or children 
are infor he Instruc-
tion.al m elng. u education 
courses; ey a re per view all 
a.udlo-vi lsual aid an ok mate-
rial u s e sex educatlo se before 
a.ny p a Is u sed In th ction of 
their lld. 

Th 
that 
taugh 
Rellgl 

e persons have pub lcly stated 
ellglous Moralfty Gui ellnes a re 

or can they be, since b Jaw, No 
n be taught In public sc ools . 

given careful conslderatl n to the 
a.bove s tements, I , Frances H . Pu ell , citi­
zen of t e United States of Amer! , State 
of Illln Is , County of Rock Island, City of 
Rock Is nd, ..do h erewith petition th Attor­
ney Ge era! of these United S tat for a 
redress f grievances In behalf of my nor 
ohlld, lldred E. Lawrence, for tlie foll wing 
rea.so 
. (1) 

· prevle 
terlal 
the 
ea.Id 
a dul 
ech 

was not afforded the opportunl 
ALL sex education lnstruotlonal 
Ing used In the eleventh grad or 

Island Sen1or High S:c,hool be! re 
terlal was taught my minor. chi d, 

enrolled student o! sa.l.d grade in sa 

. (II I did not receive a notice trom nn 
m ber of the Roell: 

t 
t 

I 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

1F 1$ 
~ , Governor 
William Go Milliken 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

COMMISS ION ON INDIAN AFF AIRS 

~~ 
Sau lt Ste. Marie , Michi gan 49783 

Telephone: 906 635-5021 

R. BERNARD HOUSTON, Director 213 West Spruce St. 
P.O. Bex .566 

May 29, 1969 

Mr. Rebert L. Bennett 
Cemmissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
19.51 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Your letter of May 26, 1969 is acknowledged. 

Your kind comments have been noted and please be assured they are all 
appreciated. 

The sociological issues that involve our people continue to haunt us. 
While great strides to ameliorate the existing socio-economic mala­
justments have been accomplished, the fact remains intact that our 
Indians remain within the influential spheres of the detrimental im­
pact of discrimination and prejudice. It has been rrr:r thought that 
an Indian occuping the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs repre­
sented the pinnacle insofar as a sympathetic realizations of the depth 
and breadth of existing problems are concerned. 

In a momentary departure from my official position and capacity, I wish 
to state that our Indi ans will again be subjected to the inevitable 
period of policy readjustments. This facet of our political ironies 
have plagued our Indian people for years untold. 

While we face the realities that are associated with a political trans­
ition, may we wish you the best as you tread the pathways of a new 
future. 

Herman E. Cameron, Director 
Commission on Indian Affairs 

rf M1Clr.2'f. REC/st 
THE 
GREAT 
LAKE 
STAIE 
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.Jlffiliattd Cribts of northwest Tndians 
29 May 1969 

PRESIDENT: ~t-k 
EARL OLD PERSON \.}> 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

BLACKFEET TRIBE 

ANGELA BUTTERFIELD 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 

BROWNING , MONTANA 
SHOSHONE BANNOCK TRIBES 
FORT HALL, IDAHO 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: 

JAMES ELY 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SALISH ANO KOOTENAI TRIBES 
RONAN, MONTANA 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: 

ROBERT B, JIM 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
YAKIMA TRIBE 
TOPPENISH , WASHINGTON 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT: 

ALEX SHERWOOD 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SPOKANE TRIBE 
WELLPINIT , WASHINGTON 

SECRETARY: 

FRANK GEORGE 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
COLVILLE TRIBE 
NESPELEM , WASHINGTON 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

LUCY F . COVINGTON 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
COLVILLE TRIBE 
NESPELEM , WASHINGTON 

TREASURER : 

LYMAN TRAHAN 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 
SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES 
ST. IGNATIUS , MONTANA 

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr . Bennett : 

Thank you for your letter of May 26th expressing your [ 
gratitude for our support. I have been told of the party : 
planned in your honor on the occasion of your retirement ; 
from the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. This ! 
retirement is not by your choosing but at the request of : 
the new Administration and is certa inly a time of great 
sorrow for all who know you and know what you stand for. 

I have been asked by some leaders of the Northwest to 
write a letter on behalf of the Affiliated Tribes of North­
west Indians expressing our sentiments to you on this 
occasion. 

. . . 

I know I will be forgiven by the AT~~ for choosing instead to continue the 
battle for your retention as our Commissi oner as expressed in copy of enclosed 
letter written to Senator Everett M. Dirksen on this date. I believe that the 
Indians of the Northwest would rather be remembered by you as continuing to fi ght 
even though defeated by seemingly over-whelming odds. Let it never be said that 
we of the Northwest fell by the wayside or defected, in this effort. 

This letter to Senator Dirksen with copies to Senators Jordan, Fannin, 
Allot , Hatfield , Hansen and Goldwater can be remembered by you as an indica tion 
of our feeling for you. 

~ly, . •incerel:, and most affectionately, 

Angela Butt~ 
Executive Director 
Affilia ted '11ribes of Northwest Indians 

cc: Earl Old Person , Presi dent 
Lucy Covington , Secretary 
Dr . Paschal Sherman, Legal Adviser 

.... 
0-, 
c:..o 



The Honorable Evorett McKinley Dirksen 
Senate Minority Leader 
United State Sen te 
, a&hington, D. c. 20042 

Dear Mr. .Dirka&J'H 

Re: Robert L. Bennett 
Retention u Commis31oner 
of Indian Affairs 

'.!bank you for your letter of , pril 9, 1969 which told 
me you were bringing my letter of Maroh 6th to th att«'n­
tion of the White House. lam ver1 grateful to you for 
your intere t iQ thi · matt r nd 1 t is only b cause of 
this indication of your iuter t that I am enooUl"aged 
enough to approach you again. 

~e Indi na have tried very way known to UG to let 
the proper people in the United States Government know 
bow highly we reg rd our pr&sent Commissioner of Indian 
Affair , 1r. Robert L. Bennett. Despite our beat efforta, 
we are faced with the seemingly hopel os fact th~t we re 

to have a different Commi ioner. 

We have been told that • Bennett was asked ''by the Department'' to reai ; 
which he did. i.v e have been told that Secretary of Interior Hickel h~s been quoted 
aa s~ng be has 11interviewed lite.rally dozena" of persons, eekiug an individual 
who can ''carry 0ut th d partment's Indian programs." 

Without moaning to off nd anyone, may I ask just what Mr. Hiokol has in mind 
when he refer$ to 11 the D partment•s Indian Programs 11 ? And why are wa Indian• not 
entitled to help in th implementation of these programs'? What hope for uccess 
can there be for these progr m~ without our whole•bearted involvem nt~ 

w have been told the name of some of the people who are now being con ider­
ed for the position of Commi. oioner of Indi .n Affairs. Our reaction to some of 
th ae candidates varies from tolerant amusement to outright alar. It is unfair 
to expect anyone elae to begin tom asure up to Mr. Bennett, because in our eyes, 
he bas no equal. The Affiliated 1~ibes of Northwest Indians as well Q$ the 
National Congresc of Amerie n Indians bave nev~r wavered in our support of him. 

cc: 

\lion' t you, as a ··n of co:upaeaion continue to intercede for ue? 

Jena tor 
Segator 
Jenat-or 
~enator 
Jenator 

..,en tor 

Jordan 
,fannin 
Allott 
Hatfield 
Hansen 

A 
Godlwater 

Most sineerely, ,,.--, 

L /;iN 1,[ /lu1trudad:I 
~n e/a-~tterfield (,,,:.) 
L.Xecutive Direotor t- AiNI 



- - - arena., bloody but ·:i:.'!:,o,::cd . 

It is cold and rainy here ·which should make f or a success ful Beroc Ja.1ce s inCe 
they will have to dance so close together t o keep warm • (I'J:l be there - ~•~~esec.t• 

So,- I ho.vc t o171porc.rily retired from the 

in(; the Division of Program). 
cl t

l D. · · of ·:-r o L'·.r cs.lp 

Dance and r ru,.ve boon advised that I obly ropresonto _ ,c ,_''."'"'on . 
probably moreso at the Beer Dance than ct the Counc>l r,,eo ,>l1G• 

- - -

-- .,,. " 1 1,,., • Ute , · -- ,. -~c. raz zed t ,., -.... . ..J.- QJ.in -L • • 
... he lo.dies ...,.,_ .,_, Bho vhairma.n .. va:i.n n0s0r,rl',t· 
Pro " " vi1C 0 "':C D • ~ _:i.o,.., 
:. Gr t,m he as!- • ""' ance a.t I--· ,., . ·- _.., "• n ed 1l -eo me to adv" Gn"c10, o o - . ebou" . . 

. --- --· n the arroyos. r ·J.tse hi:-1. "'here th;y' colnlddiscussinE' the ;o~lisC -~"civit5.cs vri th " 
• 'l,I old n11 t ' U tnlrc th :i_ on ... 0~·- - .t. • 

" a').1,' - - -- - - - n ·ne.t frould b - oir 1 .. "' - ,, 0 .... 1on ,7 . . e 1"'.i..""t . . c.ct:i.cs i" , , 

All 

"' up t ,, ·:;no oven.,_ 

the Ute gir'o . - - . 
0 

ne tivo · 'ue 
attend the Bea· D ~o expr essed. their regrets at - , . inganu~ ty. 
the 21st L anc e at Ignacio this year which t,,iyk no L, being able t,o _ o __ ~ ~ a. es __ plac~ b e~j_rn,:Lnrr _ -· _ . 

The tri p VI as made in blizzard, fog, rain, snow drifts, etc • , but l ke p< rer.,err.baring th a 
slogan "Cor.,o wind, come rain,• come snow - the Bureau of I ndian Affairs has ~oc vo so•" 
Somebody 3lippod up on ordering the car because there is no radio or TV. The car has been 
avorag:lns about 17 mil es to ttlo gallon end I hove boon averaging about 500 C->ilcs to a fiftt 

- - - ... \'loll. it ifJ ti. J1 11 o e• ~- ..... l .. . ir t ·, · . ., v t..' 110 fo;_• tl · ~ c:"'t understa'n~ ;; :fray" with my s~alp int~;~ :~~,~~~,,°%;'.::'ii io .. sts;-1 . tO I Wm en'c:;, 
un "d<ier" when th . veryone packs off int , -~' c~vo ,nc some way 

but maybe the h ere are so many walldn o the mounta1:is . ·., • o 
. Y upt a di.ff erent kind g t he streets in Sal ouL, nere to 

- · ..- J ~ ,. t ,_ _ of deer. t Lake Citv . v.m no .•1 a L,he l•ievo.da. Aiency ho·-it0 ·of John K p
1

-" • • ,.. _-: _ _. · kno;::ked t he 11l1' out of Ke] ,,ii~a ) , i1•e1·1~ , h , ~- ;-.uaa l s viasho&so (Notice hov1 I just 
""ld , . ·< • '' , r,. ey say 1 t takes all kinds f 

1 
a , .or ana I am meeting some of· them out here. · o peop e to make 

P.S. l checked into 

-,1'?'."' . found out that 
\ .;-..:;_:

7
• mc1rri ed ., 

.·/-'· 1· "' · -· c.r.t t l Tribnl 1· " i 10 rocervc.tion on - . c~c.e ~~c so tho.,_ tl G~ocl pcrso-1al re l .,_. . . . , ., _ 1e door is ope a v:i.ons ,·.ri th the C . . 
. •:(." o))t-~' Concolid~tcd Utei\,,cn ; n to return. r ouncil :·cc~;,c:-, ~:id . 

-pe~t ... ':.."'h:io is "1 c: ~-- t r· "" . cy - ·~ •· . · - ":-i .1.;t.; 5 o ... a s~rJ,cs of lett~:r·,, • 1 · I· -r -cc:.ch n.,cr..t1: t o help . 
1 

-~ 
4 

., w :uc 1. .. nope to \-..,•-...•:-,,_~:.:. . •::·.:. ..A you e ... 1n .1-:rtore about y'"'u- • -,.•1. 1 b . . _t?euct -::, i"' . .----,·c '· ..,.do1: 
1 

",.. t~11:Hl ur; in..::: .:;·~ -,-;~ ,:,... "" .. . .., ---1~-- .,1:; ~ you, ycrur . cade-rs and the Indian Sc.,...,i - ❖ ·11'"' ~:-· .. '. ·- - , . 93-1. 
to h- vc a good li:fo here. . . ' · • • cc i. a, cl Gt - ~-· · - ' 

.,,,. ,. s upe1•intcnd.0nt~~ 

this six week,,.. 
• v 

,nth six kids I 
residence, in Nevad~ can, t . afford the ":' alimony and th e like alimony and it i· - h , , "c eaper to 

but I 
stay 



Mr._ 
l...,s c: l .... - ,:; ,. .. -- ~ .;·nvclv,0- th::: r e loc .:.1. t ion oi :5:... -·_- l..u. progr a .. • ...,c,r:.,e r e oc c1 1-1on ·.::i ... o .. .... : i.~> ..... .. 

pop·.1b-don to off-reserv,1tion .. r ;!_,:; · 
may inv0lve relocation of families L am one part c f a r e s~rv ,:..-c i;:_·_ ~c 

. - - -
-anothe i..·. ( M,;-_. Bennett is w.!11 qualified to r.1.a.k1.:: a c o:1·~-·i -

bution tn this field . 

I 
. _,.,,'f--

1 r f .., 
/ ./ . -1 

/ 

The P la n 

'!be ll:"c+:>t.H".t ~;;1:,t;')v~:'.I 2- yoa"2' ti. o.t- ran._,.,, ~ <;;•,;:i•· ,· · 

- ' !e: In'il.ins ..ii l~lt.l-1 i~ ' . .:; • .1: -.,:;, i a.~ a tdal .A,<oC: ::-. ~ .... 

.. ''"" .. ... ~ - :...-i-r .... ;c 

:tt_ .. l . . r::, ac':t ·lty 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Commissioner DATE: May 29, 1969 

Assistant Commissioner for Administration 

Your retirement 

AW HELL!!! 

Assistant Commissioner 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds · 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Honorable Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

May 29, 1969 

Several months ago when I booked you into the Newhouse Hotel 
(now an old folks' home) in Salt Lake City, little did I know that 
you would soon be eligible for residency there and that we would 
be writing you this letter. 

Those of us who have been associated with you, however , know 
that because of your "youngness" in heart you have won a place in 
the hearts and minds of all young Indians . Your character and 
manner in dealing with Indian people by placing your confidence 
and faith in them in planning their own destiny can now be seen and 
will surely be reflected in the years to come. 

The overwhelming expressions of support you have received from 
the Indian people should be a source of satisfaction and will be 
helpful in your future partnership with them. We wish to join those 
thousands in wishing you the best of everything in the future and we 
consider it a privilege to have known and been associated with you 
during your term as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sincerely , . ~ ~ ,, 

~ ~T ({id-&:l?:);/~_ 
P ~ and Ella ~ae Horse 

P. S. We appreciate your generosity in "sending" us as your personal 
emissaries to the Crow celebration in Montana last year. 
Perry's eloquent remarks in your behalf held the assembled 
crowd spell bound for almost a minute until he forgot what he was 
going to say and had to fake it. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

FORT APACHE INDIAN A,GENCY 

WHITERIVER . ARIZONA 85941 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, n.c. 

Dear Bob: 

IN R E PLY R EF"ER T U : 

I was greatly surprised to see a notice of your retirement from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs on May 30, 1969. 

Although, our acquaintance has been relatively short throughout 
my service in the Bureau, I have been aware of your efforts 
towards betterment of both social and economic conditions for 
Indian people in the Aberdeen and Alaska Areas, prior to your 
appointment as Commissioner. 

During your tenure as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Indian 
people and Bureau employees have developed a great respect for 
you and your objectives. Your ef_forts toward involving the Indian 
people more and more in decision making and acceptance of 
responsibility, will no doubt have a lasting effect on the future 
progress of the American Indian. 

With best wishes, 

~;;~ -J 

Superintendent 

_. ' 



-4-,.;,zona ..!J.ndian _A.66ocialion 

-a- ■ -r,-a-a-■-a-a-■- -•- -••••- ■-a-a_a_a_ ■ -• ■■■-a-a- ■• • •• ■■ 1 _n_a_,_ q■ z-

3224 w. Larkspur Dr~ 
Phoenj,x, .Arizona 85029 
May 31, 1969 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, 
Commission~r of Indian Affairs 
u. s. Department of tb.e Inte.rio.r 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington , D. c. 20242 

Dear M.r. Bennett: 

Your letter · of l'Ay 26, a.ddresaed to Mr. Edward R.. Da:v: nport·, 
immediate past president of the Arizona Indian Assocla.t1on, will 
be shared with members of our o.rga.nization. It has been forward­
ed to Mr. Davenport-. 

As you know, the Arizona. Indian Association stJ:>ongly support­
ed you.r retention in office·, and the announcement of your resigna­
tion was received with sadness and a sense of p rsonal los~ on th 
:part of our memb rs and officers,. 

Although we a.ra far .r moved from Washington , you we.re no 
stranger to us because you were interested enough to visit us 
p rsona.lly and to take positive action to render to the off­
reservation and u.rban Ind.ia.ns . the assistance they have long 
been denied. We have no doubt that, had you remained in office, 
the many progressive steps ta.ken in that direct1i>n would have cul­
minated in serving the needs of the forgotten Indian in the cities. 
It is our fervent hope that your suco ssor will continue along the 
trail you have opened up. 

We take P,lea2ure in knowing that you will continue to devote 
you.r efforts to the Indian people in other capacities. In behalf 
of tb.e Arizona Indian Association we extend to you our sincere 
gratitude for a difficult jop well done and our warmest wishes 
for the tutuJ?e. -

o]er~ly ~ , p~ 
Clinton M. Pedro·, 
J?.resident 

Pf· 61,,.._• ana P. Lyon, 
- c.reta.ry 
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Connnissioner of Indian Affairs 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

There has been a lot of progress and inroads made for the benefit of 
the American Indians during your tenure as our Connnissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

Your presence at various Indian functions and festivities has been 
encouraging to us Indians and has lent prestige to the occasions. 

Thank you for being present and sharing the honor bestowed -upon me 
as the Outstanding American Indian of the Year during the All American 
Indian Days at Sheridan, Wyoming. I am grate f ul for the kind words 
you spoke to those in attendance on my behalf. 

We wish you well and God's blessing in your future endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Fern Thompson Fisher 
Indian Home Living Counselor 
Branch of Housing Development, BIA 
P. 0. Box 3785 
Portland, Oregon 97208 



He Walks Tall Among Men 

(A Tribute To The Honorable Robert L. Bennett) 

Now, there is a man we all know, 
A Robert L. Bennett by name. 

He's quiet, quick of wit, and so 
Much a giant of a man by fame. 

He urged Indians to act soon: 
nBecome a part of today's world, 

Be the first to go to the moon, 
Help get basic programs unfurled, 

Try for education quality, 
And strive for better homes , also, 

Expand your economy, 
Improve health. Now, get up and go!" 

The. guiding hand of fate cloaked him 
With the robe of LEADER OF MEN, 

The role he played so straight and trim, 
That took him far from Wisconsin, 

To the lands of the great Southwest, 
Where the sun shines long and hard, 

To the heart of the Northland's best, 
Where winters are held in regard. 

Then to D.C. he came, to share 
With us his wisdom and friendliness, 

His compassion, charm, and great care. 
He earned our respect, we confess! 

(Aside to Bob) 

And now we shall remember you 
Henceforth, until the end of time, 

As the man who walks tall and true 
Down Life's path,_. modest and sublime. 

Best Wishes Always! 

GJAJ 



Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Of all the letters we gals in Congressional Relations either 
write or rewrite, we all agree this one is the most difficult. 

It always seemed that when we were ready to push the "panic" 
button you just happened to stop by and had a bit of your own 
special humor to drop in the "hopper" which inveritably erased 
the pressure. We will all certainly miss those particular rays 
of sunshine which you added to our work-a-day life. 

In all seriousness though, each one of us want to take this 
opportunity to extend to you and your family our best wishes for 
many hours of relaxation, happiness and success in any future 
endeavors you embark upon in the years ahead. 

Don't forget us and do come see us often. 

s~+;•i~;~ 
/de cL /t, ~~ 

·:1g~~ 
P. S. This was written with mixed emoti ns. We are sure you've 
heard the definition of "mixed emotions". But, just in case you 
haven't, it's a man watching his mother-in-law driving his new 
1969 Cadillac over a cliff. 



Dear Admiral: 

Fine to have you aboard, as an Admiral of the Flagship 
Fleet. The membership will be better because you are 
with us. 

Your membership card and a copy of the house rules book­
let are enclosed. As soon as your framed certificate has 
been completed, it will be presented to you by a member of 
our staff. Please sign your card in the space provided. 

You will find the Club rooms pleasant and convenient. And 
you will find some especially capable young women, the 
Skippers, willing and able to be of service to you. Use the 
Club as often as you can; you will enjoy it . 

Cordially, 

Oh1;2:~ 
Fl,eet .Xdmiral 

Enclosures 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 

820 SOUTH MAIN 

ABERDEEN . SOUTH DAKOTA 

57401 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, "The Great Oneida Chief and Leader": 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

How come you are quitting before me?? All these years, in my spare 
moments, I've been making a red velvet carpet, so we could roll it 
out for you to tread on when you come to retire me. I guess I'll 
just have to roll it back up, put it in the attic among my souvenirs 
and just retire from the Service calm, cool and collected as I entered 
back in the dark ages, November 21, 1921, at Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. 
I was a young, dark-eyed Pocahontas, full of pep and vinegar, eager 
to learn the "civilized" ways of my white brothers. 

In 1950 when I first came to Aberdeen we were all together above 
Webb's Shoe Store. I remember there was a Legion Clubroom right 
across the hall from us and every so often we were missing one or 
two of our co-workers. 

The Area Office Christmas parties were something to remember. We 
would draw names and have a nice party among ourselves. I remember 
one year you drew Mr. Spaulding's name and what did you give him? -­
the biggest, rosiest, polished apple. (As years went by I found out 
that there were other ways of "polishing the apple" that I didn't 
quite have the hang of. 

I used to dance in those days too, and how I loved to dance to your 
"Joan Castle" piano playing. I've hung up my dancing shoes since. 
Too hard on the old ticker. 

I think I've said just about all the nonsense I can think of and if 
I had some cute little pictures I'd stick them on here. I think 
you can remember me better without them, however, because pictures 
never do me justice anyway. 

Wherever you go to retire I hope it will be a healthy, long and happy 
one with you and yours. You lived through that big earthquake in 
Alaska -- you can take this nice and easy. As my dear fellow-tribesman, 
Ben Reifel, would say: "Cante tinsya mani, na towa nihakab u kin han 
insya hompa nitawa kin ki pi pte nacece." 

Yours sincerely, 



S8 y --go- le 

Dear Bob: 

Do not hesitate to call on some of the Oneida Indians 
should you come to this area at any time. Tne latch to 
our hogan will always be open to you. 

How are t he Little Johns?. 

Elijah 



Honorable Robert L. Bennet 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Bob, 

Cleme and I wish you a continuing fruitful life as you leave the 
Federal Service. You are turning over the important work of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and I am certain you feel that 
many of your plans and desires to assist the Indian people have 
not been completed. But you made great progress! 

Looking back over the years to the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
where we both started our Bureau service, I can think of so many 
pleasant days we spent together. You taught an Atlantic Ocean­
oriented New Jerseyite how to fish the water of the Whiterocks 
and Uintah Rivers. We played golf on our self-constructed and 
maintained course, driving over the old bandstand on the Fort 
Duchesne parade ground. We went to dances together and, when 
you were playing piano in the band I danced with Lucille. We 
took the boys, Johnny and Willie P. to town on Saturdays, some­
times for haircuts. I remember hosting the Bennetts at the 
traveling circus in Roosevelt because I wanted the boys to see 
an elephant. I think we got as big a bang out of watching them 
as they did, getting their first look at the clowns and the few 
animals there were in that moth-eaten menagerie. I remember the 
time you beat out the strains of Blue Hawaii on the piano at a 
P.T.A. benefit while I danced the Hula in some kind of grass 
skirt over long underwear. Well, we had lots of fun and were 
close friends there at the old Fort Duchesne. I was honored 
when you named your third son, Leo Arnold. 

You worked hard after you transferred to Washington, going to 
law school and you had predicted, I remember, that some day 
you would be the Indian Commissioner. And it did happen just 
after our meetings in Alaska where you were Area Director. Your 
appointment by President Lyndon Johnson was perhaps the best one 
he made. There may have been some who thought the job as too 
tough but I never doubted your ability to handle it for one 
second. You have done more than confirm my faith by being the 
best Commissioner of Indian Affairs this country has ever had. 
This is not only my own opinion, it is shared by all the Indian . 



people, the Eskimos and thousands of your loyal employees . 

It is not difficult to understand your popularity nor your 
efficiency . During your career in the Bureau you touched on 
all administrative functions from that 1.1 . M. Clerk start 
through Superintendent, Area Director and then the top 
exaulted post of Commissioner . You know the Bureau , its faults 
and its good qualities and you know the desires, longings and 
trials of the people whom the Bureau serves. You have always 
had and you have kept, a wonderfully friendly attitude, mixed 
with an almost impish good humor, toward all those with whom 
you came in contact . Your sincere efforts to help the people 
has not gone unrewarded . I am sure they wi 11 let you know 
how much they think of their Commissioner. 

I hope that somehow I might be able to attend your party because 
I know it will be a truly memorable occasion . I surely would 
like to be able to shake your hand again and say, '~ell done, 
M r . Comm is s i oner! 11 

?fe~ 
Arnold Lehlbach 

2 

/ 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Ute Mountain Ute Agency 
Towaoc, Colorado 

81334 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Sir: 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

Needless to say, we were most saddened to learn of your official re­
tirement from the great Bureau of Indian team. However, I hasten 
to add, through the splendid and exemplary endeavors in your most 
colorful career with the Bureau you certainly have richly merited 
this well earned rest. 

As I am sure you are aware, I have known and worked with you since 
t he days of your Superintendency at the former Consolidated Ute Agency, 
and must say, our long acquaintance has always been and will be cherished 
by me. 

I shall always hold our friendship in the highest esteem Mr. Commissioner, 
and will continue to believe that you truly administered the helm of our 
Bureau with the following philosophy: 

"I shall pass through this world but once; 
Any good therefor that I can do for my fellowness; 
Let me do it now , let me not deter, 
Nor neglect from it; 
For I shall not pass this way again." 

Enclosed as a remembrance as one of your Superintendent appointees is 
my photograph which reciprocates fo~ the one you sent to me. 

In closing, I wish you , Mrs. Bennett and your family, 
happiness and God-Speed in your new estate. 

speedie G. Ruiz 
Superintendent 



Mr. Robert L. Bennett 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

A people's program such as ours will surely miss the imaginative 
leadership you have provided. While we did not have the pleasure 
of working with you personally, the impact of your tenure as 
Commissioner was felt by everyone in the Bureau. Your policies 
have been forthright and for the benefit of the Indians whom we 
are privileged to serve. Of especial admiration is your stand 
on promoting the full flow of Indian participation in their own 
affairs. 

The Minneapolis Branch of Employment Assistance wishes 
in your future undertakings and hope you will continue 
field of human relations where you have contributed so 

Sincerely yours, 

/ } ,~/'~ -~ 
~ S. Miguel ~ 

Acting Area Employment 

you well 
in the 
much. 

Assistance Officer 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

., 
5135 Federal Office Building 

Mr. Robert L. Bennett 
Commissioner 

Seattle, Washington 98104 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

All of us here at the Seattle Liaison Office, the NORTH STAR III, the 
BIA Terminal, and the Seattle Orientation Center, feel privileged for 
having had the opportunity of working so closely with you both when 
you were the Area Director and later as Commissioner. It was always 
comforting to know that there was someone in Washington who knew and 
understood our particular problems. 

Each of us in our own way feel that you have done a remarkable job in 
bringing about the policy of Indian partnership; a policy of self 
determination. You have done much to erase the distrust of the BIA 
from the minds of Native leaders and you leave the Bureau with a 
better image than it has ever enjoyed. 



IN REPLY REFER TO : 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

P . O. Box 500 Salamanca, New York 14779 

May 1969 

Sir : 

This is one of those letters I wish there was no occasion to 
write and one I find most difficult. 

When I heard of your decision I was shocked and surprised. Yet 
a change at the Commissioner level should be expected when an 
administration changes. Perhaps the long period without an announce­
ment was mistakenly taken as an indication that this might be an 
exception . I tell myself that no doubt this is largely your choice 
and that you have good reasons for so choosing . 

Many employees have expressed the thought that working with people 
of Indian heritage seems to grow on a person . I trust that you 
and your good wife will find this to be true and will continue in 
this field of endeavor . And speaking of growth, after each visit 
with you I came away knowing that I had grown a little. 

May your health remain good , your hobbies often used, and may you 
always retain that satisfying feeling that your friends , both Indian 
and non-Indian, are more numerous than can be easily counted . 

Bobbie joins me in wishing that you may enjoy many ye a rs of productive 
"retirement". 

Mr. Robert L . Bennett , Commissioner 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1951 Constitution Avenue , N. W. 
Washington , D.C. 20242 

~,rir;s,~ 

Howard F. Jonson 
Special Liaison Representative 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Wendell Chino 
President 
National Congress of American Indians 
Mescalero, New Mexico 88340 

Dear Wendell : 

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and 
encouragement which you have given me during the uncertain days 
following the change of Administration in January. 

The almost unanimous and spontaneous efforts made by you and t he 
Indian leadership to have me retained as Commissioner of Indian 
.Affairs was a most gratifying development. I will always trea ure the 
many expressions that have been made in my behalf. It makes the 
disappointment at not being able to continue as Commissioner less 
severe and it assures me that I was doing the things and providing the 
kind of leadership that the Indian people wanted . 

My t hree years as Commis sioner of Indian Affairs have been the moat 
wonderful experience of my life , for they put me in contact with s o 
many fine people . The courteou and welcome manner in which I was 
received in Indian country was an inspiration to me . You made me fee l 
a t home , and in turn I brought back t o Washington renewed desire to be 
of service to the Indian peoffe . 

So I leave the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs not by my 
choice , but at the request of the new Administration. In so doing , I 
extend to my succe sor every good wish for the difficult job ahead . Jf 
he merits the s ame kind of support from you that you gave to me , t hen 
his job will be made less difficult . 

I intend to keep up my long associatiC:,n with the Indian people and to s erve 
them in other capacities . I look to the future , therefore , with hope and 
enthusiasm and to the opportunity of see ing many of my Indian friends again. 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert L . Bennett 
Commissioner of Indian .Affairs 
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0 
RESOLUTION NO. 7 

NCAI POLICY - COMMISSIONER BENNETT 

WHEREAS, never before have so many people and so many government agen­
cies and private organizations been interested in Indians; and 

WHEREAS, the employees of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Central Office 
and Field, are now engaged consistently in really productive work for Indians 
and among Indians; and 

WHEREAS, never before has such a start been made as now for the sub­
stantial and sustained progress of Indians in individual enterprise, in bringing 
industries to reservations, and in concerted efforts for improvement of health, 
education, and employment among Indians; and 

WHEREAS, to this auspicious climate, Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, is seen as a contributing and stimulating factor, bringing to 
bear a wealth of knowledge and experience in Indian Affairs to involve so many 
diverse interests and to awaken the potential capacity of Indians for self­
improvement and for self-help. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the National Congress of American 
Indians in Convention assembled September 24- 27, 1968, that we hereby express 
our gratitude and confidence in Robert L . Bennett as the standard bearer of In-
dian progress. ,.,..~ 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of this organization, as 
well as friends of the Indian, be called upon to urge the retention of Robert 
L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs upon the change of administration 
in J anuary next, with copies of this Resolution furnished to the Commissioner 
and to the Presidential ca ndidates and the National Committees of the Democratic 
and Republican Parties. 

1968 Convention 
25th Annual Convention 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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BILLINGS GAZETTE 
Billin~s, -Mont . 

May 23, 1969 • 

. . By HARVEY GRAY 
Gazette Staff Writer 

Montana's Indians want Rob­
ert L. Bennett to remain as 
commissioner of Indian affairs. 
And they are fearful of what 
might occur if he doesn 't. 

The Inter-Tribal Policy Board, 
representing about 35,000 In­
dians living on seven reserva­
tions as well as chartered land­
less Indians, made their wishes 
known Thursday. , 

Meeting in Billings, the board 
· passed a resolution calling for 

Bennett's retention as commis­
sioner. 

IN THE RESOLU1 ION, sent 
to the Montana Congressional 
delegation'and Secretary of the 

· Interior Walter J . Hickel, the 
board said, " each individual 
tribe in Montana and tribes 

, 

from all over the United States 
and various inter-tribal · groups 
have repeatedly and emphatical­
ly asked that Commissioner 
Robert L. Bennett be retained." 

And, the board notes, wryly, 
" We have been advised that the 
adminstration plans to work 
closely with Indian people and 
consult them on all matters af­
fecting their interest." 

The board noted that Bennett 
has the trust and confidence of 
the Indian people and warns , 
"any action to remove him 
would result in a great Joss of 
confidence and trust by Indian 
people in the promises of the 
administration." 

AND THEY requested that 
Bennett's resignation, due to 
ta·,e Effect May 31, be refused 
anJ "that the Secretary of the 
Interi,x be requested to consult 
witl · :,e Ind;an groups through­
out t!le country before any fur­
ther ·proposals are made regard­
ing Indian affairs." 
· Robert McCrea, a board 

member and Flathead council­
man, said he wants Bennett re­
tained because, "he is personal-

. ly and vitally interested in our 
problems and works more close­

. ly with all the Indian people. 
Joe Day, councilman from the 

Fort Peck Tribes, said he feels 
Bennett has "a better attitude 
then we have experi·enced in the 
past. I think he is a step in the 
right direction," Day said. 

ROL.\:'\iD KENNERLY, sec­
retary-treasurer of the board 
and a Blackfeet Indian re­
marked, "He (Bennett) is Indian 
and he knows the problems we 

have. And because· he is an In­
dian, al4 Indians throughtout the 
nationJ!lespect him." 

Willi.am Youpee, board chair­
man amid chairman of the Fort 
Peck 1lribes, in commenting on 
Bennett's tenure ·in office said, 
"In the past four years, the Bu­
reau of Indian Affairs has come 
a Jong ·way . They work with us 
now a d are right in with us . We · 
feel tit.at here's a group of speci­
alists t o be used by the tribes to 
solveDreir problems. 

"There should be continuity," 
Youpee said. 

·,: -

, .. 

I 

.. 

·, 
..... 

I . 

. . ·1' I . ..... , . 

. ,,, 

;j 
I 

' ' 

j 

., 
-.. 

' j .. ... 

' i' 
-_.. ~ 

:--•1 
! 

. f 

. I 

. ··' . . : 1 

... 
' . , 

' ' 



HARDIN, Mont. 
TRIBUNE HERALD 
May 22, 1969 

FINE FOOTSTEPS TO FOLLOW 
It was no surprise to me to 

leam, when I retvmed from 
my trip, that Robert L. Ben­
nett had resigned as Com­
missioner of Indian Affairs. 
This was taken for granted 
In Washington when I .visited 
there a month ago. 

I was fortunate enough to 
spend almost an hour with the 
Commissioner-an hour that 
strengtrnine<f · my conviction 
that this post should not be 
polltlcJI, and that a man like 
Benmtt, an Indian himself, Is 

· often best_ qualified for the 
position. 

Commissioner B.ennett 
would like to see some of his 
pollcl&S continued-and so 
should I. Many of his ideas 
look good to Indian tribes, 
and some of them also ap­
pear hopeful to taxpayers. 
Though he came up through 
the ral)ks In the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Bennett has 
visions of depopulating that 
particular bureaucracy. His 
goal: a decrease of 1,000 In 
BIA personnel each year for 
the next six years. 

Commls.sloner B&nnett be­
lleves that the BIA Is doing 
many munlclpal•tyPe fobs 
that Indian people could and 
should be doing themselves. 
He wants Indians to have 
more to say about the way 
their · communities operate 
and to taka 111ore responslbl­
llty, too. On ; way to do this, . 
Bennett w9~sted, was for. 
the Burea;; i•c; ontract with 
the tribe for'' c oad and strfft 
malntenanctt · on reservations. 

Under and her plan, the 
tribes could borrow money, t0 
buy p~s.&nt faclllties used by 
BIA or to build new ones. 
Bwm.tt uld such loans could 
1M repaid In 10 years out of 

. rent. The tribes would then 
have Income-producing pro­
pertlH. Thay would also have 
the respomlblllty of keeping 
them clean and In good re• 
pair, and this would make 
lobs for members of · tf)e • 
trlb.s. ' 

In much the same way, the 
trlbu could own and operate 
their own utllltlH. 

Public assistance, the wel­
fare activity conducted by 
BIA, has already 'been In the 
hands of the tribes on 14 
relffYatlons. Funds allocated 
for this purpose are turned 
over to the Indian Tribal 

. Councils, which dlspe"r' ·the 
m00&y, but In the case .of 
able-bodied men, require that 
th.y work ror tr- -T -i be. Wag-

H, paid out of the- money 
formerly used for welfare, sup­
port families, and also give a 
feeling of self-respect. 

"So far," Mr. Bennett told 
me," this has been favor­
ably re<:ei~ed by the tribes." 
He hopes this policy will be 
extended to most of the other 
reservations. 

The Commissioner also be­
lieves that the strict trustee• 
ship exercised over Indian 
lands should be relaxed, and 
that the position of officials 
In the Department of the In­
terior should be more ad­
vtsory and less mandatory. 

Bennett envisions a Bur• 
eau whose members will ser• 
ve only In advlscry or profess­
ional capacities, who will 
rent their homes and offices 
from the Indian tribes they 
serve and pay their water 
and pemaps other utlllties 
bills Into tribal coffers. 

The Idea, however, i's not to · 
force this kind of · enterprise 
on tribes until they are ready 
for It. The Indians themselves 
must come up with administ• 
ratlve plans. Some of the 
changes Bennett hopes for 
would require Congreulonal 
action. 

Commluioner Bennett was 
never a politician. He was 
lust trying to do a job for 
his people, and In my book he 
understood their ~ very 
well. His Idea was to en­
courage, rather tha·n to force, 
Indian people to progress at • 
their own rate and in their 

_ own way-and that's the only 
way they'll make progress. 
It Is the only way any group 
of people gets ahead-either 
as a group or as lndlvlduals •. 

One · of the greatest pro, 
blems lncH'an people have fac• 
eel In the put and most ~Ill · 
face In the future Is the 
changing winds In Washing• 
ton, as adminlstratl• 
~hange. ' 

Robert L. Bennett wlll leave 
the 90ld-carpeted Commiss­
ioner's office at 1951 Constit• 
utlon Ave. the fi,rst of next 
month. I hope he will leave 
behind · him • his graphs and 
chem, and a full explanat~ 
Ion of his plans. . 

I hope even more devoutly· 
that his successor will study 
the woric of Commissioner 
Bennett zealously, and wlll 
be a big enough man to carry. 
on with the best of the good 
programs whic_h · Bennett 
began. 
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By DENN CURRAN 
Missou lian Staff Writer 

Comm issioner of Indian Af­
faris Hohert L. De nnett, fea­
tu red spe a ker at an Indian 
conference in Missoula Thurs­
day, sub mitted his resignation 
F r i cl a y. the Associated Press 
reported. 
. The Interior Department de­

clined lo revea l any fur ther de­
tai ls but sa id Bennett's resigna­
tion - the second time in about 
two weeks - has not been heen 
considerrd yet by Secretary of 
the In terior Waller ,I. Hickel, 
who b on a week-long visil lo. 
the Pacil' ic Trnsl Terri tory. 

Bennett checked out of his 
lissoula hotel Friday and could 

not be reached by The Missou­
lian for comment. 

A Io n z o Spang, formerly of 
Lame Deer, another participant 
in the Kyi-Yo In ct i an Days 
Youth Conference, and several 
o t h e rs apparently are being 
considered for the commission­
er's post. 

Bennell's f i rs t resignation 
came shortly after Hickel said 
appl icants were being inter­
viewed for an unspecified job 
influencing the Indian Affairs 
program. An informed source , 
confirmed this meant Bennett 
would be replaced, lhe A~sociak 

/ 

I l 

t\ 10111,0 1'ipn n1i 
- - . · -

The Misso ulian , Saturday, May 3, 1969-3 

· ed Press sa id. 
Bennett said his first applica­

tion was a belated aclion simi­
lar to that of other govern ment 
officials who left a decision up 
to the Nixon administration, but 
the se cond application could 
mea n that Bennett's departure 
co uld come in the near fut11 re. 

Thi s hasn't happened in the 
p;ist, according to Spang, and 
he th inks the BIi\ should es tabl­
ish more programs to enrich 
Indian leadership. 

"The Ind tan has a right to be 
wrong just iike anybody else, " 
he said, addi ng that Indians 

' should be able to learn from 

(!)), (jJJ ff ffJ 
He sa id more tha n half of the 

BIi\ budget goes for education 
"yet this is where the Indians 
ha ve the least involve ment. " In­
dians serve on advisory boards 
but have little power or authori­
ty and c a n n o t make any 
changes. · 

Sp:ing, a Montana nati ve ;md lh•! ir 111 is1:ikcs. Sylvester Knows Gun Sr ., a 
·1·• ll , 1 · rncinhcr or lhc edL1c.·,·1 t1·(Jn ;Jcl v1·-c11rre11lly vic e prcsi1knf ;11 1d .,, . 1, 1, , , t. 11<·,·,,:; 1, :a :.,,1n•• 

provusl ol' Nav;ihu C:<Hlllllllll ily d11·,•rl1" 1, :; 1,11 · I 11 II 1 ;, 11 y"11l l1:1 1 !;ory 1•,r1111p iri ll1 1shy <rn i.11r: 
C I · M I' /I · wliid1 111• t1,·:ll' l'll,1 •d .111 "1,1 1• 11\' l'l 1,1 ll1 1·111 (:li1• 11 r•r,r,1 • J(1 •!:•·1v;,1 ·11111 . o lege 111 any •:,r ,ns, 1T1... , 
told 'l'he Mi ssouli;111 I ll ! is IH• i1JJ : 1111 :.11:11, •d :1 11d 11"11 " 11 il,·1111l1·tl 1:1Ji, ,•,. ,1 w11 11 :: ,,.1111: :11 ,tl 11, ld ·11.1· 

11 I I 11 I I I I IVI 1•11 11 1111 111 II 11111 I 1111 ,11 • 1•11 " I ' 11 11 ('Onsidt•red for lht• ,iuh of \'\Il l\ !!Iii "'"' Ill 1:11 1 y1111 I 11 '1' 11 ! l\ f 
lll issioner Cif ii,di ;in t\ fi':iir::. ll11•y t1 .. 11 ' i h1 1111V wlil ,·li \V ll1 Id 1111 1 I ll 11, ·nol 11d 11 11./ 1/J ,tl l11d l.111;1 

S1x1111~ w:1s in W:ishi11 glo11 ,•;1 1·- l!i,:•1 IJ,·l,1111: 111 . " :i l1111d d J1,1 v,• 11 :1111• i11 1111' 11111 111 : 
, 111' l(•:1(' 111'1 ;: , 

lier in lhe w!'ek !'or an i111i-r .. · 1\111 ,,,. ,. 11f Iii~ ,·tii d ,·011,· ,•111 :; n.......,, °""'"'""'. = ·•· 
view, and allho11gh lie is nol :1 is cd11l':il10 11. /I s vi,·( ' pr,•:; id (•1d. 
Republican, he lhinks he has a ,1f the I\J: 1v:11io Co11111 111 11 ily Col-
chance because Hickel is on re- lege, ht.: se rves as the on-site 
cord as saying he would ap- president of lhe :i:rn-sludenl col-
point Democra ts as long as Lile lege with its 92 per cent Nava-. 
Democrats are not hi ghly parti- ho enrollment. 
san. One of lhe prime objectives 

'"I think working with Indians of the college is to make higher 
should span politics because the education available to Ind~ans, 
important objective is to prom=- and Spang said there are more 
o t e the development of In- applicants than can be admit-
dians," Spang said. ted. A new faci lity is plann ed. 

He said · he w o u Id like to Indian people need to have 
~ake some changes in the Bu- more than toke n representation 
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA), - on school boards so they can 
"it would be one-of my prime really affect education _at the 
undertakings" - without chang- local level, he said . 
ing the basic struct ure of the 
agency. 

Paternalism Varies 

He sees a degree of paternal­
ism in the bureau which differs 
from agency to agency, pro­
gram to program and is evident 
more on some reservations than 

· on others .. 
" It also dpends on the_super­

intendents, who have the au­
thority to determine the degree 
of Indian involvement ," he said, 
adding that tr ibes themselves 
differ in their levels of sophisti­
cation. 

"The key thing," he said, "is 
ge nuine Indian involvement, not 
jnst. t.ok<'n or pseudo inv·o1ve-
11ie11 t. 'l'hl' .Indian 11el'ds l.o gel 
in on t.hc ground floor ;rnd he 
involved clea r throu gh f he pro­
t't!HM, II 
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Mrs. Lydia Bennett 
Mrs. Lydia D. Bennett, 77, died 

Friday night at the home of a 
daughter, Mrs. Roman Doxtator, 

,, ""' Oneida. Bor11 at On11lcill April 15, 
1883, she wrunr daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Doxtator. She 
attended Wittenburg school and 
Carlyle Institute and for niany 

i£ 
years served as an interpreter of 
the Oneida lan~e. 

'"A 111rs. Bennett aI$O served as sub­
~ stitute mail carrtl!IE for many years 

& 
on Oneida rural 1;91lte l, following 
the death of her fl'i:lsband. Fred, in 
1927. She was a membe}'.a,f Holy 

~ 
Apostles Episcopal, Church .;md the 
parish Guild Auxfflary. 

Surviving besides the daughter 
is a son, Robert, Jl.berdeen, S. D. 
There are also ninl! · 'ltrandchildren, 
five great grandchildren, and two 
brothers, Joseph and John Doxtator, 
Oneida. The body will be at the 
Roman Doxtator residence after 11 
a.m. Sunday. Funeral services will 
be held at 9 :30 a.m. Monday in Holy 
Apostles Church. The Rev. Harold 
Goetz will officiate and burial will 
be in the parish cemetery. 
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