


At the request of the administration I submitted a conditional
resignation as Commissioner of Indian Affairs without an
effective date. On May 1, I revoked that resignation and

submitted another resignation to be effective May 31.

I have not heard from the administration before or since with
respect to the matter of my resignation. As soon as definite
word is received from the administration, I will meet with

you at length to discuss their decision.
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THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES L
OF THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION I
An Indian Chartered Corporation g@% %%
1 O O &
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THURMAN HOWARD TROSPER FOR COMMISSIONER OF
INDIAN AFFAIRS. N

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2670 adopted on December 27, 1968, the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes supported the retention of
Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has been informed of the Commissioner's
resignation, and

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council reaffirms its support of Commissioner
Bennett, again requests his retention and urges him to reconsider
his resignation, and

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett's resignation may be accepted or he
may decline to withdraw the resignation, now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, in the event of the above, THE TRIBAL COUNCIL OF
THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES OF THE FLATHEAD
RESERVATION, MONTANA supports and recommends Thurman Howard Trosper
to be the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

CERTIFICATE

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted on May 2, 1969 at a regular
meeting of the Tribal Council of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Montana by a vote of 9 for, 0
opposed, and 0 not voting, pursuant to authority vested in it by Article
VI, Section T, (a), (c), and (u) of the Tribes' Constitution and Bylaws
adopted on September 25, 1935 and approved by the Secretary of Interior
on October 28, 1935 and as amended by the Tribes December 10, 1948 and
approved by the Secretary of Interior on December 22, 1948 and further
amended by the Tribes April 1, 1960 and approved by the Secretary of

Interior on May 5, 1960.
% et u____?gég%‘ (75
~ "Chairman, Tribal Council.

ATTEST: NOTED:

7/ D .
/%%M; i A

\gﬁﬁmNTENDENT
el




May 7, 1969

The Honorasble Richard M. Hixon
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥Mr. President:

Yesterday I had the privilege of receiving a telegram from
my old friend, Wendell Chino, President of the National Congress
of American Indians Executive Council. I am enclosing a copy
of his telegram, and a copy of my reply.

May 1 say on behalf of Commissioner Bemnett and Mr. Chino,
these are two great Americans who are far sbove partisen iaterests.
Their dedication is to the csuse of bettering the Indian community
in the United States and as a result they make contributions to
America itself, pot to any particular partisam forum.

I sm an ardent Democrat, and you are an ardent Republican,
but there are moments whem you and I serve that great common
denominator of us all, our Country. It is in this spirit that
I send you the copy of Mr. Chino's telegram.

Yours most sincerely,

Julia Butler Hansem, M, C.

JBH rmvt
Enclosure
bee: | Commissioner Benmett

Mr. Wendell Chino
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June 7, 1969
Mr. Wendell Chisno
President
National Congress of American Indians
P. 0. Box 153

Mescalero, New Mexico 88340
Dear President Chino:

Thank you so much for your telegram of May 5, which I
am delighted to have.

May I assure you that Bob Bemnett has the support of a
matn-ayharicm, and I s2m pleased you are supporting
him, but I do not make appointments. You should address this
communication to Secretary of Interior Hickel and to Presidenmt
Richard M. Nixon.

With my warmest personal regards, I am,

Yours most simcerely,

Julia Butler Hemsem, M. C.
JBH mmvt
Enclosure

bee: President Nixon
Commissioner Bennett
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ﬂITIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MET
 HERE TODAY AND REAFFIRMED N.Co.AeI. SUPPORT FOR REAPPOINTMENT
OF ROBERT L. BENNETT AS COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

INDIANS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ARE UNITED BEHIND BOB

- BENNETT BECAUSE HE HAS THE CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT OF THE INDIANS

~ AND NON-INDIANS OF THIS COUNTRY TO AN EXTEN" NO OTHER COMMISSIONER
~ HAS EVER HAD. BOB BANNETT HAS HELPED INDIAN3 MAKE PROGRESS

TOWARDS GOALS OF INDIAN SELF DETERMINATION PROPOSED IN YOUR

SPEECH TO:N.C.A.I. OF SEPTEMBER 27, 1968. W: URGE YOU TO REAPPOINT

COMMISSIONER BENNETT

WENDELL CHINO, PRESIDENT, N.,..A I.

57y,
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Mr. Harold E. Rainville N,
U.8,. Courthouse
Chicago, Ill

Dear Mr. Rainville:

Thank you very much for your letter to myself, and also to Miss
LaFrinierre, the Indian Council Fire president.

We very much appreciate this frankness on your part,and I hope

you will forgive my comments. Please consider them in the light

of someone who has been closely identified with Indian people since

her high school days - "lo,these many moons ago." Because of a close
personal involvement,and a dedication to Indian interests,I am very
much interested in what takes place with regard to the new Commissioner,
if there is to be one.

Since the first intimation by Mr. Hickel that he was not retaining
Mr. Bennett, I have had letters, wires,phone calls ~ even midnight ones -
from Indians who were very distressed about it.

It is very difficult to understand why Mr. Bennett should be replaced
counter to the wishes of so many Indian groups,especially when they
were assured by President Nixon's sepresentative at the National Con-
gress of American Indians,that their wishes would be considered.

The wishes were expressed by the number of tribes making up the NCAI
with the resolution adopted urging that Mr. Bennett be retained.
This is only one such edrdorsement,but it represents a large number
of tribal bodies.

Today,in the mail, I have a copy of the Rosebud Herald stating that
the United Tribes of South Dakota have re-affirmed their support for
Bennett. The Navago Times has stated editorially that they believe
Mr. Bennett shoul re-appointed. -

I have known Indian Commissioners going back to Mr. Rhoades. I do not
know of any other that has had this tremendous expression of "want" such
as Mr, Bennett has had. It is most unusual for Indians to unite behind
one of their own in the way they have for Mr. Bemnett. To quote a once-
famous Indian: "When the Indians get together,they separate."

Personally, I knoww Mr. Bennett as a man of great integrity,and one
who has fought the good fight for Indians,and accomplished much for
them in spite of the handicaps under which any one in his office labors.




Rajinville « 2

It would seem that one who has tried hard,and who has accompldshed, and
who has wide govermment experience administratively from “growing up"

in Indian work would deserve the honor of re-appointment, and the oppor-
tunity of serving in an even morxe enlarged way through the upgrading

of the position such as is planned.

This is quite wobiderful news and we shall hope for its fruition.

Congressman Reifel,if Mr. Bennett is eliminated, would be an equally fine
choice. Peter McDonald, I do not know personally,and I doibt that he is
known to Indians outside of his region. I doubt,toc,that he is as experienced
as either Mr. Bennett or Congressman Reifel. I do not know him as the head
of the Navajo tribe unless he has succeeded Raymond Nakai,the tribal council
chairman. I don't think the Navgjos have an individual head.

Both Mr. Bennett and Congressman Reifel can tell you that I have very wide
contacts among Indians across the country,and that what I indicate as to
Indian opinion would have some validity. Those who have cobtacted me are
shécked, hurt and angry. They do not see any reason to express themselves
when they are not given promised consideration -as they believe - and
they are saying some "strong things" about Republicans.

Because I am a Republican and a great admirerer of Mr. Nixon,it is too
bad to see this attitude developing.

We most sincerely appreciate your efforts,and those of Senetar Dirksen
(another favorite) and we shall hope for the best.

Sincerely,

Editor
G:enm

ndian Affairs says, in its bulletin,

that "a period of mutual trust between Indian leadership andithe Bzﬁ
exists ha it has few times since P 3 ¢ years ago. This :nv xo:::nist:a-
of trust and mutual respect..has been created which the N xonb:ut -
tion is indeed fortunate to inherdét." This climate has come aadia i::a-
ly because of Mr. Bennett and his depth of understanding of I b: s -
tions. It would be a tragedy if it were to be brokem down again becau

of a lack of deference to Indian wishes. -

# The Association on American I
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(COPY, TO THE HON WALTER HICKLE, SECRETARY DEPT OF INTERIOR
WASHINGTON, DC)

WE THE UNDERSIGNED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED SOUTHEASTERN
TRIBES, COMPRISED ,OF THE CHEROKEES OF NORTH CAROLINA, THE CHOCTAWS:
OoF MISSISSIPPI, AND THE SEMINOLE AND MICCOSUKEE TRIBES OF FLORIDA,;
DO HEREBY STRONGLY URGE THAT MR..ROBERT L. BENNETT BE RETAINED
IN HIS PRESENT POST AS COMMISSIONER, BUREAU OF . INDIAN AFFAIRS,.

IN ORDER THAT THE PROGRESS MADE UNDER HIS ADMINISTRATION CONTINUE,
WE FEEL THAT COMMISSIONER BENNETT, BEING AN INDIAN HIMSELF,
HAS GIVEN MORE VOICE AND PARTICIPATION TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE
IN THE OPERATION OF . THE BUREAU PROGRAMS, AND HAS ADVOCATED

TRIBAL SELF-DETERMINATION AND MANAGEMENT, IN SHORT, WE FEEL
| $F1201(R2-65)
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THAT MR, BENNETT HAS SERVED CONSISTENTLY IN THE :BEST INTERESTS
OF ALL INDIANS..WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR KIND CONSIDERATION
OF THIS IMPORTANT MATTER.,
WALTER JACKSON CHIEF, EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS.
EMMETT YORK CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS,
BETTY MAE JUMPER CHAIRMAN, SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA.
‘BUFFALO TIGER CHAIRMAN, MICCOSUKEE TRIBE OF FLORIDA.

SF1201(R2-65)



CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX., CHAIRMAN

RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE
WARREN G. MAGN{_SON, WASH. CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.
STUART,SYMINGTON, MO. MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG.

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ.
STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR. MD.
‘THOMAS J. DODD, CONN. WILLIAM B. SAXBE, OHIO

HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV.
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA.

JAMES J. GEHRIG, STAFF DIRECTOR

WVlnifed Dlafes Henale

COMMITTEE ON
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

May 8, 1969

Honorable Robert L., Bennett

Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Washington, D, C.

Dear Bob:

It was good to talk to you today, but I regret very
much to learn that you are going to be retiring as
Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

I just want to say that it has been good to know you

and to work with you.

I think you have done a very fine

job, and we appreciate all the help and courtesies that
you have extended us during your tenure.

When you are on the Hill, please stop by some time.

CEW/mg

PERSONAL

Sincerely yours,

Gk

O«.MJ\
Claude E. Wood
Administrative Assistant to
Senator Clinton P, Anderson



May 9, 1969

Mrs, Natachee Momaday
Stonehenge

P. O. Box 94

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Dear Natachee:

I know that you must be very proud of Scott for the honor of
receiving the Pulitzer Prize in fictional literature. This
must make you feel that all of your efforts and contributions
to his development as a person and as a scholar and writer
have been worthwhile,

I appreciate your interest in my behalf, At the request of the
administration, I submitted my resignation on May 1, to be
effective May 31, You may be assured, however, that my
interest, concern, and work with Indians will continue,
Thank you very much,

Sincerely yours,

o9 | B

Robert 1.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

R LPp€nnett:emh 5/9/69
ife, chrono, mailroom




Stonehengs

P.0os Box 9h

Jemez Springs, NoM, 87025
April 30, 1969

Dear Bob,

Evidently, the "powers that be" at U.P.A., are needling me
but I was told yesterday that May lst was your final day in office,
Thus the phone call this morning.

I have asked that letters from DAR, UDC, COLONIAL DAMES and
DELTA KAPPA GAMMA be sent both to President Nixon and Walter Hickel
requesting that "in the name of the Indian peoples all over America
you be kept in office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs." These letters
will be sent immediately., It helped me tremendously when Olsen, Barker
and Pierce were crucifying me two years ago -to have letters from these
organizations sent in on my behalf, It stood them off -~ believe me,
I only hope that the letters I am having sent on your behalf will have
the same effect.

In the interim, if there is anything I can do to be of further
help, please advise,

Cordially,

Natachee



AMERICAN INDIAN SOCIETY
WASHINGTON, D,C.

519 5th Street, S. E.
Washington, D. C. 20003
May 11, 1969

Hon. Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D, C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are an organization of American Indians located in the Nation's
Capital. We would be remiss in our responsibility to our people
were we to remain silent in the matter of the selection of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We are, therefore, taking this
opportunity to express our unanimous support for the reappoint-
ment of our present Commissioner, Robert L. Bennett.

We maintain strong ties to the reservations or communities from
which we come. For this reason, we are keenly aware of the fact
that the majority of Indian people support Mr., Bennett.

Mr. Bennett's whole life has been devoted to the advancement of
the Indian cause, His personal philosophy has steadfastly been
'"Given opportunity, Indians will improve their situations and
assume more responsibility for the management of their affairs."
He has actively encouraged Indian participation in all phases

of American life and has emphasized that Indians need not sacri-
fice their heritage to enjoy the benefits of contemporary society.

Many of the goals and accomplishments of the American Indian
Society have been made possible because of the vital interest and
encouragement of Mr, Bennett. In addition to providing a func-
tional social organization for American Indians residing in this
area, we have undertaken projects to benefit American Indians in
general and to create a better understanding of our culture.

The American Indian had grown distrustful of the motives of the
non-Indian in matters of mutual concern. Mr. Bennett has done
much towards overcoming this attitude. While we believe in the
concept of majority rule, we think that consideration should be
given to the voices of the persons who are affected. We strongly
urge, therefore, that you listen to the voices of the Indian
people in your selection of a Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We
know that the Indian voices call for the reappointment of

Mr. Bennett and hope that our voices will not be lost in the wind.



Page 2

The members of the American Indian Society requested that the
officers of the organization take the above action at a meet-
ing held on May 7, 1969. A list of those persons concurring

in the views presented in this letter is attached.

Sincerely yours,

President 4
b (Pt

;@t Vicé President

] - 7,7
?[4//244%/\— . 7\%{52@@7
2nd Vice President —_/

Dy X0 @R
Secretary =

Treasurer

Attachment



GOVERNOR

ROBERT E. LEWIS

LT. GOVERNOR
KASSA APPA

HeEAD CCUNCILMAN

NATHANIEL NASHEBOO

May 12, .69
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs P o E
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Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

We have only recently been brought to notice about your resignation,
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We take this time to state our
feeling of regret, that this has to be so.

We are positive in our statement. You have done an excellent job
while you have been our Commissioner. We therefore express our
Congratulations unto you for a job well done.

You served during the first critical years of transition for the

Indian. You gave us, who are elected officials of our tribes, pride

in using our offices honorably, progressively, and with determination
first, because you know, and stated openly that you were confident we
were capable of assuming our own responsibilities more and more, and
with the right approach in using our BIA resources people, to gain our
objectives with a manner of confidence, co-operation, faith and optimism.

Thank you, Mr. Bennett, for this trust in your fellow-Indian. Wonderful
results are taking place now and more to come.

Surely, you have been criticized. But who of us holding office isn't, and
who is perfect enough to go through a term or terms and please everybody?

Your answer is ours also.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is every bit of all right as far as we are concerned.

' Criticized and abused up and down by everyone from the top level on down at

one time or another, no one has ever yet come up with an answeras to how they
would have done, to do the job better. Observing, we are finding out that
every other branch of our govermment is gullty about playing the same role

of Daddy for what the BIA has been blamed for--paternalism.



The Honorable Robert L. Bennett - 2

Only an-Indian can understand and know the Indian, to think on his level.
Especially at this time yet, and for some time to come, and get results.
You have done just that.

Thank you again, Mr. Bennett, for the lift. If heartfelt things well up
in us to over-look protocol in stating plain words, then it just has to
be so.

So accept our well-wishes, our respect, and our love, because we are
proud of you, and very

Sincerely,

Robert E. Lewis
Governor of Zuni Pueblo
and
Council

cc: The Honorable Walter Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Mr. Walter O. Olson, Area Director
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Mr. James D. Cornett
Superintendent

Zuni Agency

Zuni, New Mexico 87327



May 12, 1969

Mr, Don Baird
National Broadcasting Company
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear My, Baird:

I have been informed by my very good friends, Reginald and
Gladys Laubin, that you might be interested in an Indian speaker
to dedicate the new Indian exhibit of the Western Reserve
Historical Society.

I would like to cooperate with you in this effort and if you would
write me about your interest in having a speaker, the time, terms
and conditions, it would be appreciated. Every effort will be made
to supply you with a well qualified speaker,

Sincerely yours,

Roberti .. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

€
Reginald and | Laubin:f Thank you for all of your efforts in
my behalf, At the request of the administration, I did submit
my resignation on May 1 to be effective May 31. Since my
regignation was requested, it is logical to assume that it will be
accepted., I have been contacted by several groups who wish to
employ me as a consultant on Indian affairs and this may well
be my future career, Robert L., Bennett

RLBe::,d:emh 5/9/69
file, ghirono, mailroom




E
g THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 11, 1969

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Laubin:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your recent letter on behalf of Mr, Robert L,
Bennett whom you recommend for reappointment
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Your interest is appreciated and I can assure
you that this endorsement will be carefully
considered,

With best wishes,

Since:t/ely,

Harry 5. Flemming

Spec?‘l Assistant
to th¢ President /

Mr., and Mrs., Reginald Laubin
Post Office Box 4 - Moose
Jackson Hole, Wyoming 83012




83012
Mareh 19, 1969

My, Herry S. Flemming

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r, Tlemming:

We appreciate your encoursging letter of March 11 assuring us that
recommendations for the re-appolatment of Robert Beunett as Cone
missioner of Indian Affalirs will be carefully comsldered.

Recently we received a letter from the Executive Director of the
Hational Congress of American Indians thanking us for our concern
in the continusnece of ¥r. Bemnett as Commissioner, "who, at this
time, seems to have unprecedented support from praetic all
sectors of Indlan country. We are hopeful that the new Republiecan -
Administration, especially the new Interlor Seeretary, Walter L.
Hickel, will take cognizemce of this suppert ang so zet according
to the wishee of the Amariesn Indlan People,”

On our travels acrodés the country, following a lectures or concert,
someone invariably mentlons the terridle mistrectment our Indians
have received throughout history. The Indiane have suffered such
injustice and 111 treatment that nothing can ever make full amends
to them, =0 1t would seem that the least the Government csn do is
give them the Commissioner they =0 urgently reguest,

3ueh recognition would be not only encouraging $o our Indien
citizens but to other citizens as well,

Sincerel v yours,

Reginald and Gladys ILaudbin
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February 5, 1969

Mr. & Mrs. Laubin

P. 0. Box 4

Moose,

Jackson Hole, Wyoming 83012

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Laubin:

Many thanks for informing us of your interest in the continuing
Commissionership of Homorable Robert L. Bennett -~ who, at this
time, seems to have unprecedented support from practically all
sectors of Indian country.

We are hopeful that the new Republican Administration, especially
the new Interior Secretary, Walter L. Hickel, will take cognizance
of this support and so act according to the wishes of the American
Indian People.

freor

A

John Belindo
Executive Director, NCAI

Sincerely,

JB:jw

cc: Robert L. Bennett

T amemecennnsm
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Area Director
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTLAND 8, OREGON

072038
May 13, 1969

ATRMAIL

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Department of the Interior ‘
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

These three past years in Indian Country have been a vital, exciting,
progressive time.

Your philosophy, your Teadership, your contribution have been
wonderful.

We know your philosophy will have a continuing impact, your leader-
ship will find its new role, and your contribution will mount.

We in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian people of the
Pacific Northwest, and a host of other persons appreciate you.

I know, with the delightful capacity which you and Mrs. Bennett
have for a happy life, that your retirement from Government service
will also be a time for the start of something great.

Sincerely,

e o

Dale M. Baldwin
Area Director



SAVANNAH BIGWITCH
PROJECT DIRECTOR

Qualla Indian Boundary Projects
Community Action Program

OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
P. O. BOX 427, CHEROKEE, N. C. 28719

TRIBAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
WALTER S. JACKSON, CHIEF

NOAH POWELL, VICE-CHIEF
JOHN A. CROWE, EXECUTIVE ADVISOR

PHONE (704) 497-2071

May 13, 1969
] =<
;Z’
Commissioner Robert L. Bennett E
Bureau of Indian Affairs no
U. S. Department of Interior i
[}
I oY
! @

1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner Bennett:
On behalf of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Chief Walter
Jackson, Councilman Roy French and myself, I would like to thank
you for your time on our recent visit to your office.

We concur in your long range development plan for Indian self-
determination and hope that regardless of whatever personnel
changes might be contemplated that this program will become
a basic principal of the Govermment's relationship with Indian

tribes.
Please know that you are welcome at Cherokee any time you care

to visit.
Sincerely,

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM

ohnson Lee Owle
Director

JLO:cs



THE NORTH DAKOTA CONFERENCE
of the

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

202% NortH THIRD STREET, Bismarck, N. D. 58501
ﬁ toom 12 701-255-1104

Mr, Robert L., Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20242
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May 13, 196

Dear Mr. Bennett:

This is a note to express our thanks to you for taking time out from your
busy schedule to appear at our Conference Annual Meeting.

The hope of our program committee was that we might help develop a bit
greater understanding of the Indian's situation in the minds of the non-
Indians. Through your help and that of others, I think that we succeeded to
a degree, Of course, much more needs to be done,

I heard recently that you have resigned your post. If true, I am sorry.
The Indian people hereabouts, and others involved, spoke highly of you.,
Politics, I suppose.

Thank you again for visiting us. I wish you well in your future endeavors.

Cordially yours,

“Tester L. Soberg

REV. OLIVER N. THOMAS, Associate Minister

REV. LESTER L. SOBERG, Conference Minister
Room 12, Bismarck

‘Room 12, Bismarck
i REV. AUSTIN G. ENGEL, JR., Administrator of Indian Work

Room 15, Bismarck 701-255-0479



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PIERRE AGENCY
BOX 640
PIERRE. SOUTH DAKOTA 5750l

May 13, 1969

Mr. Robert Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett,

It is with considerable regret that I learn that you will no longer
be serving as our Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with you for a long
number of years and have formed my opinion of you as being an ex-
emplary public servant who has scored an enviable record of accomp-
lishment, such accomplishment will long remain in the minds of so
very many of your co-workers and fellow employees and certainly will
never become erased from my mind.

You have given outstanding service to thousands of Indian People
for more than a third of a century, during this phase of your life
you have garnered a host of friends. I am sure that all of us who
have had the privilege and pleasure of knowing you and working with
you have mixed feelings at this time knowing full well how much you
will be missed.

Your tasks have been difficult, however, with your very pleasing per-
sonality, your noted ambition and abilities you have created a coor-
dination which has helped all of us who have worked with you to

reach a higher rung on the ladder of success.

I personally wish, in all sincerity, to thank you for the very fine
consideration and work enlightenment which you have afforded me
throughout the years of our employment relationship. You will al-
ways have a special place in my memories of fellowship.

As you embark upon a new phase of life, it is my wish that your
health remains good and that you and Mrs.Bennett may have many,
many happy years together; you so richly deserve the very best!

Py 7

)

"Alene Van Wal }



Pine Ridge, S. Dakota
May 13, 1969

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner:

We would like to take this means to express to you the sense
of personal loss which we, along with many others, feel in
knowing that you will be leaving the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
To many of us, you were much more than "the boss" —— you al-
ways based your decisions on a vast store of knowledge and

information, and you always tempered your decisions with kind-
ness and understanding.

Your leaving is a great loss to the many Indian people who
have benefitted from your guidance.

Best Wishes.

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. Brice Lay

/



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
PHOENIX INDIAN SCHOOL
P.O. BOX 7188
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85011

May 13, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Over many years, thirty-two to be exact, I have been concerned
about the development of human resources of Indian People.

During these years, I have been assigned positions in Education
of various degrees of responsibility and in four different states.

I can rightfully say that I know of no Indian Bureau Commissioner
that has provided more opportunity for Indians to develop their
human resources than you have provided.

The students of Phoenix Indian High School join me in wishing
you well at your retirement.

Sincerely yours,

James D. Wallace
Superintendent




IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Area Director

- BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE
831 SECOND AVENUE SOUTH
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402

May 13, 1969
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.
Dear Bob:

During the past few months I have had an opportunity to think back
on my acquaintance with you as Commissioner of Indian Affairs as well
as relationships with you while in other administrative positions
throughout the Bureau.

I am sure that your leaving the Bureau will not remove from the res-
ervations many important signs of progress which have been a part of
your making. The Indian folks, whether they be in urban areas or on
reservations, will miss your leadership, your thoughtfulness, and
suggested solutions to their problems. You should feel proud to have
been a part in the development of Indian leadership throughout the
entire Indian country. It was because of your foresight and concern
for Indian youth as well as the elderly, more traditional leadership,
that we can see today the emerging of new policies and new tribal
aggressiveness which is so apparent when we visit reservations.

My personal association with you has been a most pleasant one and I
will miss your guidance and counseling very much. I only hope that
I will be able to carry forward some of the human aspects of your
strong administration,

May you and Cleota have a bright future and I will be looking forward
to visiting with you when our paths cross. The best to you.

Sincerely,

Gt 7rtoiken

~ Owen D. Morken
Area Director
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3113 Tristian Avenue
San Jose, California 95127

May 14, 1969

Commgisioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I read, with regret, your resignation as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in
the local paper.

I want to thank you for all the good work you have done for the American
Indians. I felt that since you were Indian you knew the Indians desires
and needs and could really help us.

Incidently I met you on your trip to San Jose. I am Blackfeet.

Good luck on your plans for the future.

Sincerely yours,

/fiiz2~7v\q4¥\4ﬁ«/€ //;i/ﬁ'%ﬁKiiié#;Q“ﬁ”’”“”‘m‘

Margare% M. Kittson



7329 Penn Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423

May 14, 1969
Dear Robert:
Seems hard to believe we are now of retirement age. I am very proud
to have been one of your schoolmates at Haskell and immensely proud
of your record of service to our Indian people. May you have all
happiness and success in your future plans.

Sincerely,

N,
/ AA/? A

Lilyan'White Barse



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Area Director
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE
820 SOUTH MAIN
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA
57401

May 14, 1969

Mr. Robert L., Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

There are the words, "Say it isn't sol!" These are now uppermost in
the minds of so many people. They just hope your leaving the Bureau
of Indian Affairs isn't true.

During your more than 35 years in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and
particularly during the last three years as Commissioner, you have
left a lasting impact. Through your vision, your leadership, and
your personal dedication, it can truly be said, '"Indians will never
be the same again!" There has been a 180° turn and the process has
been established--the process whereby Indian communities and Indian
individuals assume responsibility and determine what happens in
their communities and lives and know that the answers to their
problems lay with them,

We now look forward to your new role with Indian pecople as we just
know there must be one. We know there are greater things to come
from you and that this step is a change from one to another.

Personally, I consider it to have been a rare privilege to have had
the opportunity of working with you. My life has been enriched as
a result of it, I have always appreciated the consideration you
have extended me. The very best to you and your family in your new
endeavors,

Sihcerely yours,

372?za:éé 79.x§?x29454:u/

Avrea Director
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IN REP REFER TO:

"UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS
CERRILLOS ROAD
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 8750l

May 14, 1969 (2N

gni Ht} ¢h
i

Hon. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I have just finished reading your statement to the Senate Subcommittee.

Please let me express my admiration for the cool, rational way you

stated the situation concerning the plight of the Indian as relates to
Your clear statement

the historical programs he has borne up under.
of the progressive activities now taking place where possible, recent

gains, and the warning that the major supporting agencies have a
tremendous job to do in the future and that it will cost money--all
cannot be denied.

Congratulations, and deep appreciation for your stand.
Sincerely yours,

GJZ ., %H\\L .

Lloyd H. New
Director



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES ﬁ%

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

HOPI INDIAN AGENCY
KEAMS CANYON, ARIZONA 86034

May 14, 1969

Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The Hopi Agency wants to thank you for the many things
you have done for both the agency employees and the Hopi
people. You shall always hold a very special place in
the hearts of the people in Hopiland. We sincerely hate
to lose you as our Commissioner but we hope for you the
best of everything in retirement.

We believe more good things have happened to the Indian
people during your administration than any time in the
history of the Bureau., We are sure you will look back
with a great deal of pride and satisfaction to the develop-
ment of the Natural and Human resources that took place
while you were Commissioner.

Mr. Bennett, I want to thank you personally for the help
you have given me since I started as Superintendent at
Fort Berthold in North Dakota and during my years as
Superintendent at Colorado River and Hopi. I sincerely
appreciate your guidance and cooperation.

We hope your retirement years will be long and active.
Sincerely yours,
a4 tapnt
Wi wA L, iJ‘LL,(J.&CL

Homer M, Gilliland
Superintendent




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Fairbanks Agency
P.0. Box 530
Fairbanks, Alaska

May 14, 1969

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

The Fairbanks Agency personnel join me in expressing our appreciation
for the dedicated leadership and guidance you have provided us, both
as Area Director and Commissioner. Your contribution in establishing
the philosophies of joint participation, consultation and self-
determination have been particularly outstanding, and, to those of us
in the field adhering to these policies, particularly rewarding when
we see the possible and actual results accruing from adaptation to
those policies. The opportunities for self-development of our Native
people have been significantly enhanced by your expressions of con-
cern in reviewing the aims and goals of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Your Teadership, guidance and devotion to the cause of the Native
people has been exemplary and we value the memories you Teave with
us. On behalf of the Fairbanks Agency staff and myself, we wish you
the best of everything during your retirement and hope that the
experience and knowledge that you have acquired during your Bureau
service will be utilized in future consultations with leaders in the
Bureau of Indian Affairs who follow you.

Sincerely,
chﬁ . &&/{7

Wallace 0. Craig
Superintendent



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Colville Indian Agency
Post Office Box 97
Coulee Dam, Washington 99116

May 14, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

We have been advised that you are retiring from your position
as Commissioner at the end of this month. I would like to take
this opportunity to say that I have enjoyed working for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs while you held this important post.

I feel that the Indian people have made progressive strides
during the time you have directed the Bureau.

Speaking from a more personal standpoint, I wish to thank you
for the support you have given me while at Colville Agency.

You came out on the ground and learned firsthand the special
problems that exist here. You were able to observe why it has
not always been possible to implement some of the fine programs
you initiated for the benefit of our Indian people, and your
help and assistance have been most appreciated.

I wish you and Mrs. Bennett many fruitful years of happy
retirement.

Sincerely yours,

Yo 8%

Elmo Miller
Superintendent



ASSOCIATED STUDEN’]’S OF CHEWAWA
CHEMAWA INDIAN SCHOOL Chemawa, Oregon 97306

Superintendent - Hallie 0. Walters
Principal - william J. Tucker

Advisor Officers
Clement E. Azure Pres. - Eugene Bordukofsky
V. Pres. - Eva Wilson
Sec. - Madelyn Reft
Treas. - Donald Jackson

~ May 15, 1969

Robert L. Bennett
Commisoner of Indian Affairs
Washington D.C.,

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The students of Chemawa would like to take this
time to congradulate you on your retirement. Thank
you for all the help you gave to this school and for
what you did for all the Native and Indian people of
this great country.

In memory we present our school yearbooks for
1967-68 and 1969-70.

Again congradulations and we all are gratful
for your help.

Sincerely yours,

(President)

‘THE VOICE OF THE BRAVES’



INFREPLYSREFERSEG:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Chemawa Indian School
Chemawa, Oregon 97306

May 15, 1969

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

U, S. Department of Interior

1951 Constitution Avenue Northwest
Washington, D, C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I heard with regret that you had submitted your resignation as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to be effective May 31, 1969.

Having worked for you during your stay in Alaska as Area Director
and later, after your appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
I feel that I can speak with some knowledge of the working spirit
and dedication which I feel you brought to the Indian Bureau. In
my own view, I think the most important thing that you helped people
in the Bureau to remember was the basic reason why they were working
and for whom they were working. This has made a difference in the
past several years.

Personally I will always feel proud to be able to say that I worked
in the Bureau of Indian Affairs during your tenure as Commissioner.
Mrs. O'Brien and I send our very best wishes to you, to Mrs. Bennett
and to your children, and we hope and believe that your voice and
influence will continue in Indian Affairs after your retirement.

Sincerely,

e Q) >

Charles A. O'Brien
Acting Superintendent



IN REPLY REFER TOs

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE

POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208

May 15, 1969

Mr. Robert L, Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

It has been a pleasure to have known and worked with you when you
were Assistant Area Director in Aberdeen and during the period
you were Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I sincerely believe that
you have done a very fine job and have contributed a great deal to
the development of the American Indians.

My family and myself wish you a very happy and enjoyable retirement.

Sincerely yours,

lenn E Smlth



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Juneau Area Office
Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 15, 1969

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242
Dear Bob:

Even with the official notice of your retirement party, it is not
easy for Gayle and I to accept the fact of your retirement. Un-
questionably, you have left a deep and meaningful mark on the
history of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Yours is a record of
service that all could emulate. Officially and personally you
will be missed.

It is with complete sincerity that Gayle and I wish for you the
deserved rewards of a distinguished career and for you and Cleota
happiness in a future that is sure to be as productive as your

past.

/Gordon G. Cavnar
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R T ] Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Department of Interior

1951 Constitution Avenue

Washington, D. C. - 20242 ;o=

DIRECTORS

SERAPHIM STEPHAN, SR.
EMIL McCORD, SR.
FRED BISMARK

OFFICE MANAGER |
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GENERAL MANAGER
FRANCIS M. STEVENS P
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Dear Mr. Bennett:

We have been advised that you will be leaving the position of
Commissioner and would like to add our comments to the many, many
we know you will be receiving with your leaving the agency with
which you have served for so many years. My personal feelings
concerning the programming you worked with in respect to the Native
Village of Tyonek probably can best be expressed by saying 'we know
we will miss you and it will be difficult to pick up with your
successor no matter who he may be'.

The fact that you were present with the beginnings of a new community,
a new outlook at life and a total new program for a group of people
who had for years lived in poverty and degradation with little hope
for their future must give you a great sense of satisfaction. From
my point of view it has been a pleasure to be associated with you in
this effort. We hope there will be the opportunity to have some
contact with you after you leave your position as Commissioner and
that we will not lose touch. We appreciate your many efforts over the
past years and wish you the best of health and success in your future

endeavors.

Very truly yours,

Qs

F. M. Stevens
General Manager



NATIVE VILLAGE OF TYONEK, ALASKA
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Dear Mr. Commissioner:
During the past five years the council of the Native Village of Tyonek
has been privileged to present you with pictorial reports of our

We understand your moving from the position of Commissioner

progress.
and we wish you the best of everything as you leave.

We look back to a time five years ago where you were faced with
difficult decisions in respect to our program, we look back to the
time where your position was not understandable and not acceptable to
us. We recognize that at that point you demonstrated an ability to
move with the situation and to come up with new ideas, new programming
and opportunities that were understandable and acceptable to us. We
appreciate the fact that you were able to do this and we want you to
know that while our relationships with the Bureau of Indian Affairs
have not always been comfortable and acceptable our relationship with

you as a person meets the test of friendship.
We hope that you will feel that you are welcome to visit in our homes
should the opportunity present itself. Our best wishes go with you to
whatever the future may hold.

Very truly yours,

5/71/(’// »/j/w/m( < SR

Fred Bismark, Sr.
President

Tyonek Village Council
Native Village of Tyonek



888 Kentwood Drive
Brigham City, Utah 84302
May 15, 1969

Mr. Robert L.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

Congratulations to you on your retirement! After thirty
some odd years of service with the Bureau of Indian Affairs
it has been my personal pleasure and satisfaction to work
with you on many different occasions, and especially in
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. You always seemed to

have the knack of knowing what to do before ''congressionals'
and thus turn them into letters of commendation rather than
letters of complaint.

Another great satisfaction to me is that you, as Area
Director and as Commissioner, delegated responsibilities
in a manner which built confidence in employees who worked
with you.

Finally, I have always regretted the fact that when we
played horseshoe I was "hot' and you were ''cold.'" Had
this been the reverse, I may have become Assistant
Commissioner by now!

Incidentally, now that you are going to have a new position
description and a different time schedule, please drop by
the Instructional Service Center at Brigham City and I'll

let you get even with me in horseshoes. You are welcome
any time, of course.

With kindest regards to you and yours.
Sincerely yours,

Akge [ Wy 't

Edgar L. Wight



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES Community
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Services

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE
820 SOUTH MAIN
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA
57401

May 15, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

People say nobody is indispensable, but a mighty big gap is
created in our organization when some people leave. Such a
gap will occur when you leave the Bureau. Many of us will

miss you very much.

As Commissioner you have done a commendable job in giving the
Bureau direction and guidance toward developing a greater
sensitivity to the needs, wishes, and aspirations of Indian
people. The Bureau will ever be more conscious of the need
to involve Indian people in shaping their own destinies be-
cause of your efforts and leadership.

You have been like the Rock of Gibraltar, standing firm during
sunshine and storm. This has given much stability to the Bureau.
It has also been a great comfort to know that those of us in the
field could turn to you for good and sound advice drawn from many
years of tried and proven experience. Words cannot express how
much this has meant to field personnel to have a person of your
caliber on the team,

It is my sincere hope that the future has much good health and
happiness in store for you and yours.

May God continue to bestow His blessings upon you.

rely yours,
Vo

Leslie M. Keller



Fooa Valley Business Councdl

HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE
Regular Meetings on the First Friday of Each Month

P. O. Box 817 HOOPA, CALIFORNIA 95546 Phone 625-4691
May 15, 1969

Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett

We were very sorry to hear of your resignation.
The Hoopa Tribal delegates who met with you recently in
Washington D.C. were happy for having had to opportunity
to meet and talk with you.

On behalf of myself, the Tribal delegation and the
Tribal Council we express our regrets at your departure as

our Commissioner and wish you luck in your future endeavors.

Sincerely

Charles I 900n, Chairman
Hoopa Valley Business Council

DRY




IN REPLY REFER TO!:

Education

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

BRANCH OF PUBLIC SCHOOL RELATIONS

5301 CENTRAL AVENUE, N. E., ROOM 20l
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87108

May 15, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Congratulations on your well-earned retirement! I can
well remember the first time you spoke before a group
of teachers attending a workshop at Tempe. That speech
provided teachers and administrators with a background
of information that they were able to understand and put
into practice. I have had occasion to hear and read
many other excellent speeches you have made, but none
more stimulating than the one at Tempe.

I am sure you will retire with a feeling of deep satis-
faction in a job well done. Your kind of leadership was
needed and deeply appreciated by Indian people, as well
as Bureau employees and the general public. The fruits
of your labor may be slow in coming but they will, even
in our time.

Our very best wishes go to you and your family. If you
come to the Southwest, I hope you will come by and see us.

Sincerely yours,
\ AAAN—

Giehn C. Lundeen, Chief
Division of Public School Relations



IN REPLY REFER TO:

Administration

UNITED STATES e
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

MINNESOTA AGENCY
THIRD FLOOR, FEDERAL BUILDING
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA 5660l

May 15, 1969
Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Bennett:

It has been an honor and a privilege to have served under you
in your capacity as Commissioner the past three years.
Wherever I have worked in the Southwest and here, over the
past 28 years in the Bureau, your name and your tracks left

a deep and lasting impression.

At the time of this writing we do not know who your
successor will be, Actually I had hoped that the occasion
for a letter such as this would not have occurred for

some years, '

The staff and I wish you the best of health and success in
your future endeavors,

Sincerely yours,

2 e ‘;;/A)y -

Paul A, Krause
Superintendent






May 16, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob:

In 1948, at the time when you were working for the Vete-
rans Administration, you called a meeting of the South-
west Indians. Practically all of the Arizona tribes were
represented to discuss the many problems which existed on
all reservations.

From this meeting we got to know each other better. We
realized we had the same common problems on all reserva-
tions. This meeting motivated the Indian people toward

a united front and a strong desire to appeal to our govern-
ment to correct or improve the general welfare of the
Indians throughout Arizona.

Three years later the Arizona Inter-Tribal Council was or-
ganized at a time when Indians of Arizona faced strong
discrimination. Through the work of the Inter-Tribal
Council in their public relations program they were able
to bring about better feelings and better relations with
their non-Indian neighbors. Today the Indian people of
Arizona are accepted everywhere. All these changes in
Arizona, I believe, is due largely to our first meeting in
1948, initiated by you.

Those of us in tribal leadership at that time will remem-
ber. I, for one, appreciate your work in getting us
together. Your leadership all over the Indian country

and the American Indians themselves know that you have
proved yourself as a great Indian chief and a great Indian
leader.

At a time when we still need your leadership, at a time
when most government officials, politicians and the general
public have a strong sentiment toward Indian involvement
and Indian participation in the atmosphere of Washington,
then suddenly a change is to take place. This incident 1is
a big setback to the American Indians.



Although I know that you have a great satisfaction to know
that your work and efforts were well accepted by Indians
everywhere, you will go down in history as a man who spoke
for the American Indians. Personally, I will always remem-
ber you as my friend.

Thank you, Bob, for a job well done.

Sincerely yours,

3 4
(/(//Z et /\%Z%v

7

Clarence Wesley v
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May 16, 1969

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

Your retirement as Commissioner of Indian Affairs
is regretted more deeply than I can ever express. In that
office you have done one of the most outstanding jobs that any
Commissioner has ever accomplished.

Since last January, my office has continually received
week after week letters and telegrams not only from Indian Tribal
leaders and Tribal Councils, but from friends of Indians urging
me to continue to impress upon this Administration the importance
of your being retained as Commissioner. They have all commented
on your superb performance as Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

I regret that I have not been able to prevail upon those
who would make the decision that you should remain. I believe that
this will result in a distinct loss to the country and to the Indian
people. However, I know that you will leave the active service of
the Bureau with a warm spot in your heart and an abiding faith in
the ability of the Indian people to eventually find themselves in
this wonderful society of ours and that we may continue to look to
you for guidance, encouragement and help.

I hope that in the years ahead we will be able to continue
our close and happy association.

Alice joins me in extending our very best wishes for
many pleasant and rewarding years for you and Cleota.

Sincerely yours,

-

Ben Reifel, M. C.

BR:sl



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785

PORTLAND *83, OREGON

G720t

May 16, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington. D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

I had hoped that I would be congratulating you on your reappointment
as our Commissioner. However, fate must have decided otherwise
or the "cards must have been stacked".

It has been wonderful knowing and working with you for approximately
35 years; our first acquaintance being at Haskell then Fort Duchesne.

You have spent your Tife--first, preparing yourself educationallv;
by work experience, and then encouraging and assisting the Indians
in the various positions vou have held both in and out of the service.

Knowing you as I do, you won't quit now but will continue to devote
your life to the Indians and their progress.

Although others did what they could, Angela and I worked almost night
and day for you as we knew what your retention would do for the
Indians' general welfare. We must "keep in touch".
With sincere best wishes.

Sincerely yours, _

ng

Geor P LaVatta
Spec 1 Assistant
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

It is with regret that we learned you had resigned your position
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs and that you were retiring from
the service.

Your record will stand out as being a faithful and devoted
employee to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and an individual who has
the interest of the Indian people at heart.

Your loyalty and dedicated service to the Bureau and the Indian

people will be greatly missed, and we are sure another individual of
your capabilities and interest will be hard to find.

We wish you and Mrs. Bennett many happy and fruitful years of
retirement.

Sincerely yours,

Robert T. Crawford
Employment Assistance Cfficer

Robert R, McMartin
Employment Assistance Specialist

S, ol e
Doris M. Kevis
Clerk-Stenographer
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Box 566 Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 16, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
U. S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of Interior

Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

We were indeed sorry to hear of your resignation.
So many years of your life have been dedicated to help-
ing the American Indian adjust and become truly accepted
in today's society.

Our Alaskan Native will certainly feel the loss.
Our best wishes go with you in whatever you plan to do
in future years,

Regards to your wife Cleota and family.

Sincerely,

/zmm /,4;7 %/

ames Austin
President

JA/cc
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Charles J. Zimmerman, CLU, Chairman of the Board
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R Dear Commissioner Bennett:
It was wonderful of you to take the time to be
at the Dartmouth celebration at Columbia, Connecticut,
on Saturday.
Furthermore, your talk was a most down-to-earth,
timely and stimulating one.
All of us are indebted to you for a lifetime of
dedication to the welfare of your people and of the
entire nation. It is my hope that you will have the
opportunity of visiting Dartmouth once you transfer
the arduous duties of being Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, a step which you plan to take very shortly.
Thanks ever so much again for your presence and
for your remarks which made this entire occasion an
even more enjoyable and meaningful one.
Cordially,

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
United States Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20242

CJZ/arm



Aberdeen, South Dakota
May 19, 1969

Mr. Robert L, Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C., 20242

Dear Mr, Bennett:

It was with much regret that we learned you will no longer be
our Commissioner of Indian Affairs. We have known you since
the Aberdeen Area Office first came into existence almost 20
years ago. The Bureau will not seem the same without you.

We thoroughly enjoyed working with you during your tours of
duty in this office, and it has been a pleasure to see you
progress to the highest position in the Bureau.

We know you and your family will find much happiness wherever
your travels may take you. Our best wishes go with you.

Sincerely yours,
Cnrie ol 7,/%ﬂ/q/
/

Ernie and Réslyn Jakes



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Economic
Development
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE
820 SOUTH MAIN
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA
57401

May 19, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Now that you have decided to Teave our fold, some of us question
where we shall Took for knowledgeable and sincere direction. I

know you must enjoy a great deal of satisfaction in having been

in various positions of the Bureau and to feel the closeness and
warmth of having served so many people so well.

Over the years your advice has served as my check and balance in
dealing with problems in which you already had much experience.
You always offer most freely and amicably alternatives for meeting
the many complex problems which arise daily in our dealings with
the Indian people. You offer this because you have a wealth of
knowledge and experience to draw from. Those of us who have

drawn from this well will sorely miss your guidance.

May your future continue to offer the best things in life.

Sincerely yours,

P Qe

Assistart



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

May 19, 1969

Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

The notice I have before me indicates that on May 31, after more
than 37 years of Government service, you plan to retire. Your
direction toward the development of programs to benefit Indian
people will most assuredly be missed by all.

I have not had an opportunity to often be directly involved in
discussions you have held or in aiding in the development of
policy for BIA, but it is evident to me that in the few years
you have been our Commissioner, more has been accomplished in
truly involving Indian people in making decisions which affect
their economic well being, than has ever been the case before.
Indian people have become used to this kind of involvement and
with the increasingly capable Indian leadership showing up
almost everywhere, I don't think such Indian leaders will ever
again permit themselves to be pushed into the background where
matters affecting their well being are being considered. This
is a landmark, among many, that you will be leaving behind, one
of which you can most certainly be proud.

I wish you and Mrs. Bennett many years of healthful and happy
retirement. However, I'm sure we haven't heard the last of
""Bob Bennett'" insofar as matters concerning Indian people are
concerned.

My sincere congratulations go to you for a long and most success-
ful career in Government service and in service to Indian people.
I am pleased to have been able to be a part of your administration.
Sincerely yours,
? 2

Bill Pitner
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ESD

GENERAL COUNCIL

CONFEDERATED TRIBES
Of The

Umalille Indian Rederuction
PO Box 520
PENDLETON, OREGON 97801
Area Code 503 Phone 276-5961

May 19, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner, Bureau of
Indian Affairs

Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The Board of Trustees and members of the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation of Oregon, wish to express their appreciation for
the many benefits and productive developments you have secured for the
Indian people.

Indians are now being recognized and acknowledged as individuals. We
feel credit for this is due largely to your efforts and hard work for this cause.
Your retirement will leave a tremendous gap in Indian betterment and will be
felt deeply by all who wish to be known in their own rights.

We sincerely regret that you are retiring, but wish you many happy
years of full and happy living, and are sure the work for yours and our ideals,
will not retire, but will continue to fulfillment. The door is always open
anytime that you are in our vicinity and hope you can visit often.

Respectfully,
; s = ] '

VIOLA P. WOCATSIE, Secretary
Board of Trustees

e —— ——
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Toppenish, Washington
May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

This is a sad occasion for Bureau and Indian people. I hope it
can be a more pleasant time for you and Mrs. Bennett, for you
surely have earned an opportunity for some rest and relaxation.

I feel your departure very strongly for I was fortunate to have
been exposed to your philosophy at first hand over several years
in Washington. Your confidence in the ability of Indian people
and your emphasis on the need to involve them in decisions af-
fecting their lives are exactly what we have needed. It is a
philosophy which I can whole-heartedly support and with which I
can be very comfortable in dealing with Indian people. Your
impact will be with all of us for a long time.

I hope you managed to convey your "807% - 20% analogy to many
Bureau people. It is serving me well.

Mary joins me in our very best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett
for a well-earned but premature retirement.

Sincerely,

Budl

William T. Schlick
Superintendent
Yakima Indian Agency



IN REPLY REFER TO:

Administration
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Fort Hall Agency
Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

In the words of the Indian people, "it is hard" to say farewell
to a truly great Indian Commissioner who has led us out of
darkness into a brilliant world of light; now we see brightrays
of hope for all Indian people, those living today and the others
to come in future years.

Your warm and dramatic philosophy toward Indian people has quickened
our heartbeats, and captured the initiative and imagination of all
peoples who are dedicated to honestly working for the best interests
of that great race of people--the American Indians. What you have
handed the people, - direct involvement in matters relating to their
destiny, decision-making responsibility, and the will to be humble,
and yet rightly proud of their Indian heritage, — is a gift that
man alone will never be able to subdue or erase from the face of the
earth.

The lives of all who have been privileged and honored to have known
you, and worked with you, are indeed enriched by your qualities of
inspirational leadership as the most outstanding Commissioner of
Indian Affairs that has ever arisen on the horizon of Indian Affairs.

I consider it a great moment of my life, and that of my family, and
also in behalf of the employees of the Fort Hall Agency jurisdiction,
to wish you and yours many glorious and happy years in your new life.

Sincerely yours,

W. A. Mehojah,
Superintendent




IN REPLY REFER TO:

Social Services
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Fort Hall Agency
Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The announcement of your retirement was received with many
regrets. From the time of your first report to Congress to
the latest communique from your office, the philosophy you so
expressed in the interest of the Indian people instilled in us
a sense of accomplishment and hopes for the future. They were
most inspiring and refreshing to us in the field.

While it is with deep regret that you soon will be leaving us

as Commissioner, we are pleased in the realization that in still
other capacities your positive leadership shall undoubtedly be
an inspiration to your people.

Sincerely yours,
Branch of Social Services

Harold W. Hinrichsen
Agency Social Worker



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTLAND 8, OREGON

P atals)
. LRI

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

It has been a real comfort to many of us to know that you had
walked the many trails of the Bureau and knew from experience
the problems, frustrations, and real pleasures of day-to-day
activities.

You will be missed and the Bureau will not be the same without
you; but your policies and philosophy are too deeply imbedded
in the Indian people and the Bureau to be quickly forgotten.
You led us all to the right track.

I expect that you will soon leave the Office of Commissioner,

but your past leadership will continue to influence many. I also
believe and hope that you will find a way to use your wisdom and
leadership for the betterment of the Indian people.

Good Tuck and many happy years of retirement--or whatever--

Sincerely yours,
V7
A. W. Galbraith

Assistant Area Director
(Economic Development)



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 3785

PORTLAND 8, OREGON
.~a

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

In my thirty-two years of service, the last four years have
been the closest the Bureau has come to communicating with
Indians in the matter of understanding each other's problems
and trying to work together to solve them.

Certainly the changes have been dramatic, particularly in the
Portland Area. 1It's good to have Indians defending the Bureau
against all comers for a change. This I'm sure is due in large
part to your personal attitudes, experience and influence as
the leader. Your philosophies have struck a chord with Indian
needs. 1It's too bad the American system of political party
machinations deprives the American Indian of continuity of your
type of direction and policies. I hope the Administration
recognizes. and acknowledges the dramatic changes for the good
of Indians which you achieved during your term as Commissioner,
and proceeds to act accordingly.

I believe you were known by more people, Indians and employees
as well, than any other Commissioner we have had. You took the
time to see and meet people, to talk to them, and this, I'm
sure, helped all of us in making the progress that was made
during the immediate past few years.

If you're around Portland in the future, you'll always be welcome.
We'll have the good sense, however, not to take you to the "Top
of the Cosmo' again. I've never been a collection agent for any
occasion since!

As a Chippewa Indian employee, i say thanks for paving the way
for better things to come for all Indians. And good luck on
your retirement'

fSincerq}y yours,

James E. Sayers

Assistant Area Director
};" . s
b (Administration)



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
1951 Constitution Avenue, N. W.,
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

If I said that in addition to great ability,
you had a fine sense of humor that would merely
be my opinion. However, if I declared that you
had the greatest rapport of any Commissioner with
both the Indian people and your staff, I would
really be stating a simple fact.

Your insistence that Indians participate in
decisions concerning themselves was a wise policy
and one greatly appreciated by them, and it was
a pleasure for me to be associated with you.

The Bureau will sustain a great loss in
your departure but we know that your talents will
ever be at the service of the Indians, and we
wish you well.

Sincerely yours,

/W%

Albert E. Kane
Program Adv1sor

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Program Coordination



8624 McHenry Street
Vienna, Virginia

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L, Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

Sir, you are leaving with my bank account! You will recall
that at the time I declined consideration (mutually agreed)
for a "choice" Superintendency a few months ago I asked to
have the "good will" returned to your '"'bank' for later
withdrawal,

And, I'll have you know I heard about the gesture you thought
of giving me if I were only along the street while you and
Ray Jackson were riding in the back seat of the Secretary's
limousine (courtesy of Chuck Luce) from BOB to House Hearings.
Seriously, Bob, I have enjoyed working for you and your
humorous exchanges and its terrific timing made tough situa-
tions easier. I consider your using me in that humor as
complimentary.

Best wishes from the guy to which you awarded an "Oscar" for
record length "I don't know" answer to Congressman Haley's

query during heirship hearings.

Sincerely,

Charles é. Corke
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ﬁ'om the desh o/. o

May 20, 1969

Mr. Bennett,

We do hereby present you with this beaded
letter-opener as a gift from the employees
of the Shoshone Bannock Tribes, and do
hope you will enjoy your visit to our
reservation.
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Charlene Nacke




188 Eleanor Drive
Woodside, California

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.
My dear Commissioner:

It was with very great interest that I read the quotations
from your testimony before the Congressional committee. And I
want to go on record and compliment you very much on the competent
manner of your presentation and the importance of selecting the

one thing of value to the B.I.A.: your objectives and

accomplishments.

//ngy sincerely your

g L /z/( L
CLW:f Charles L. Wheeler

B HUST Q] 22 My
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been otherwise nwhbllshed in atcordancg

showing: (a)\the name and cyrrent address
of each deposi¥or; (b) the apdount and date
of the deposit)\ and (c) gach transaction
concerning the dyposit.

Section 7. Appégl by /epplicant or cus-
tomer —DLach utilitk shill direct its person-
nel engaged in initiaNgbntact with an appli-
cant for service or/gustomer, seeking to
establish or re-estghli credit under the
provisions of these/Rules\ to inform him, if
he expresses dissgfisfactiot\ with the decision
of such personyel, of his ht to have the
problem consifered and actdd upon by su-
pervisory pergonnel of the utiNty. Each util-
ity shall farther direct sucly supervisory
personnel Ao inform such an applicant or
customeyp! who expresses dissatisfag¢tion with
Dersonnel,

HON. ED’ EDN’ONDSON

OF OKLAIIOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 20, 1969

Mr. EDMONDSON. Mr. Speaker, one
of the great American Indian leaders of
this generation is Commissioner Robert
L. Bennett of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs. Commissioner Bennett has pro-
vided remarkable leadership in creating
a partnership between the Indians and
the TIederal Government through the
Bureau.

This leadership has been an expres-
sion of Commissioner Bennett's philoso-
phy that the American Indian must
move into society as a constructive and
contributing force, while at the same
~ time maintaining and cherishing his In-
dian heritage and the Indian tribal
organzations.

The Bureau under Commissioner Ben-
nett’s leadership has placed special em-
phasis on the role of the young Indians.
This emphasis reflects the Commission-
er’s understanding of the problems fac-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

No Commissioner has received such won-
derful support as you have given me, I want
you to know that it is appreciated more than
I con say. With this kind of support you
have made my job easier, the burdens, cares
and worries lighter, and the satisfaction
from whatever progress has been made much
greater.

Indeed, the past several months have been
a time of several “firsts” for the First Ameri-
cans.

For the first time in history—in this year
1968—a President of the United States sent
to Congress a message dealing exclusively

with American Indians and the social and .

economic problems confronting them.

For the first time in history, Indian tribal
organizations have begun to take an active
part in State and regional economic develop-
ment planning, so that Indian lands will no
longer be surrounded by that invisible barrier
that scparates reservation economies from
growth opportunities with their neighbor-
ing communities.

For the first time, Indian people are being
afforded a partnership with the Federal Gov-
ernment in Indian affairs.

For the first time, the President in his
special message, and the Senate in the pas-
sage of S. Con. Res. 11 have taken affirmative
action to bury the unilateral termination
policies of the 1950’s and instead offier new
hope to the Indian people that they will be
masters of their own fate. p

For the first time, the education of In-
dian children has been given priority atten-
tion, not only in terms of dollars expended to
quantify it but in terms of brainpower in-
vested in glving it quality, from kindergarten
to collepe. Hopefully there will never be an-
other generation of Indians who sufler o kind
of second-class citizenship because of their
second-rate schooling.

Most important of all, for the first time
in this century the Indian people have re-
discovered themselves as a great people and
have begun to reestablish cultural and his-
toric identity. We are on the way once again
to full command of our own future.

Now, I am providing you the first Com--

missioner’s report to the Indian people. It is
my fervent hope that this will set a prece-
dent so that cach and every Comimnissioner of
Indian Alair will come to you regularly and
give an accounting of his administration. You
are entitled to this.

Because you will have an opportunity to
read this report at your leisure, I will not
dwell upon it too much this afternoon If
you have any questions, comments, or criti-
cisms, please feel free to write me. I want
you to be fully informed and I hope satisfied
that we are working together to achieve part-
nership in reality and in spirit. The spirit of
true partnership is that spirit which makes
us in the Bureau of Indian Affairs work in
partnership with you because we want to
and not because someone told us to.

Although we can develop the capability to
meet your needs by providing opportunities
for adequate food, clothing, and shelter, I

Jdng the Indian children and young ‘fee; that you will be satisfled only if you

adults, both on and off the reservations.
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bennett summed up

" his philosophy quite well in a speech he.

made last fall to the National Congress
of American Indians in Omaha, Nebr.,

and I would like to have this speech.

printed in the Recorp. I would especially

like to call the attention of my col-

leagues to the final section of this
speech, the section on “Indian Youth”:
THE FUTURE AND THE FIRST AMERICANS

It is a please for me as your Commissioner,
friend, fellow Indian American, and member

of NCAI to provide you with a report of my .,

efforts during the past 20 months. By the
way, 29 months is a new record for an In-
dian Commissioner, as the only other Indian
Commissioner, Major Eli Parker, was allowed
to serve only 26 months.

have a voice in- the development of these
opportunities. I promise you that as long as
it is my honor to be your Commissioner, your
voice will be heard.

I belleve that our greatest progress has been.

in the changing role of the Burecau of Indian
Aflairs to meet the changing times. No part
of my position glves me more difficulty or
more pleasure than that of being your advo-~
cate in Government.

I am not unmindful of my obligations to
the Federal Government as an executive offi-
cer, but I do find a lot of running room to
advocate your interests and I use it, I am
grateful that Secretary Stewart Udall has
supported the Bureau in this role of advocate.

We cannot rest upon our record because
we can never be satisfied as long as some of
the people are without adequate opportuni-

ties to obtain food, clothing and shelter. We

can never rest as long as we are confronted
with new ideas of concern.

For this reason In particular it is impor-
tant that we spend ilme during this con-
vention to analyze certaln new issues in
Indian affalrs that will have a growing and
lasting impact upon the ultimote destiny
of the Indian people.

These three issues arve: The rights of indi-
vidual Indians under the Constitution of.
the United States; problems of Indians who

‘are increasingly congregating in ofl-reserva-

tion communities; and, last but hardly least,
the young among us.

Each of these issues is a reflection of the
fact that the lives of Indians arc becoming
more and more enmeshed with scciety as a
whole. It is a trend we cannot reverse; and
therefore we must help ease the transition
s0 we do not lose.

CIVIL RIGHTS

The civil rights of American Indians under
the Constitution of the United States have
been won slowly but not easily. Citizenship
has been guaranteed only since 1924, Until

May 20, 1969

the Civil Rights Act of 1064, voting righis

of Indians under various State laws were
frequently qucsuonci Job discrimination
against Indians existed in many areas of

heavy Indian population until equalization, ”

of employment opportunities for minorities
was further protected by recent Federal iaw.
Most recently, the Civil Rights Act cf 1968
gives further protections to the Indian citi-
zenry of this country.

Under the 1968 Act are several titles—IX
through VII, to be specific—pertaining di-
rectly to Indians, Title IT, for exampie, pro=-

vides redress through Federnl cot r 5 arainst
“arbitrary and capriclous treatiaent by tribal
authoritlies in violation of Co..;;i‘.i ,uLlon:tl

rights. Title IV of the Civil Ri s Act re-
lates to the assumption by States ot criminal
and civil jurisdiction over Indian country. It
makes a significant change in Public Law 220,
83rd Congress, by requiring consent of the
Indian tribe before assumption of jurisdic-
tion by any State not now having such juris-
diction; and it further provides authority for
the United States to accept a retrocession of
jurisdiction from States which have previ-
ously acquired it. " :

It would appear that the intent of Con-
gress, under this new Act, is to assure uni-
formity of justice to all Indians while pro=-
viding the means for a healty strengthening
of tribal law enforcement authority. It calls

for a ncw model code for the few remaining ~

courts under BIA jurisdiction and for the
training of judges in such courts. Such a
model code, and such professional training

* could well.be applicable to tribal courts.

We hope that you will join us to render
a service to member tribes—and, conceivably,
to other tribes, as well—by providing ledd-
ership to see that in time existing tribal
laws will relate to the requirements of the
new Civil Rights Act. This concept has taken
a long time to be supported by law and we
must take the opportunity to make it mean-
ingful,

This organization can also help member
tribes obtain fullest benefii from other new
legislation: The Juvenile Delinquency Pre-
vention and Control Act; and the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act. Both of
these laws provide funds for help in improv-
ing law enforcement services and in admin-
istering justice effectively, These laws qualify
Indian tribes for dircct participation.

The BIA is ready and willing to help you

in this matter.
OFF-RESERVATION INDIANS
Another issue—one is which this organi-

zation and all tribes must move to find so-

lutions—is the question of off-reservation

"Indians. Thousands of Indian people are

moving away from reservation comxmunities,
sometimes to mnearby towns, sometimes to
cities some miles distant. Not all of the numn-~
bers who. are now settling in such diverse
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places”as Rapid City, South Dakota; the
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul,;
Chicago, San Francisco; and Los Angeles are
doing so through the BIA's Adult Vocational
Training and Employment Assistance services.

The BIA's mission has not extended to
Indians who leave the reservation, except to
the extent that it provides short-term serv=-
ices for those on reservations who seek BIA
help in relocating.

Neither does the BIA mission extend to
Indians whose reservation lands are not un-
der Federal trusteeship control. Large pockets
of Indian population in northern New York
and Maine, for example, are beyond BIA’s
purview. So arc smaller groups scattered
along the east coast from Massachusetts to
Georgia, and groups in California that have
been “terminated.”

Indian organizations, therefore, are the
hope of these groups. Through your struc-
ture and that of your tribes’, you can help
" them to rally public attention to their cause
and public ald to alleviate their pressing
needs. Through State and local governments,
the Federal Government disburses billions of
dollars annually for such services as public
schooling, health and welfare, development
of community projects, and manpower train-
ing. The question is: Are the off-reservation
Indians, and the Indians on reservations not
under trusteeship, getting a fair share of
their community’s total Federal outlay?

You need also come to grips with the
problems which develop in relationships be-
tween those of you who live in Indian com-
munities, and those who live away. We are
all of one blood, we all have the same basic
goals, we are too few to have any political
voice unless we are united.

Indians in far away communities are proud
of their Indian heritage, have organized
themselves because of their common interest,
and seek a meaningful relationship with
those of you who are in positions of tribal
responsibility.

We need to sit down and start discussions
that will open the way for understanding
between resident and non-resident Indians.
I am sure we will find that we have much in
common and that most differences can be
resolved. We cannot afford the luxury of dis=
unity, so I suggest that the NCAI use its
good offices to bring about useful meetings
between those who live in Indian commu-
nities and those who are away.

INDIAN YOUTH

As the forces of change are at work all
over the world—and since the reservation is
no longer isolated from the rest of society
because of T.V., radio, and all communication
media, Indian youth is in turmoll over what
they see and hear. This turmoil is good if it is
founded in the realities of the issues of
today. And, the reality of the young Indian
people in Indian country is—that they must
learn to live in two worlds so as not to be-
come the victims of both. My concern is that
Indian young people not become diverted in
their quest for meaningful places in society
by those elements who_ are attempting to
tear apart the fiber of American lifeways and
who see this period of change as a means to
achieve leadership through anarchy. Indian
young people should not use their youthful
energies to burn themselves out in hate and
destiruction as some young people are doing,
but rather they should use these energies
in the agonizing search for soclal justice.
They mneed to look forward with goals in
mind—and not backward in anger. To look
backward in anger would only perpetuate
discontent, provide no basis for revival of
Indian spirit, and use of energies which are
needed to build a better future.

We need to appraise our relationship with
Indian youth beforec we find ourselves in
treacherous waters—before passion replaces
reason—hbefore slogans replace issues—before
carrying of signs replaces carrying of pride
and dignity. We owe them our best efforts
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because we look to them for the fulfillment
of our dreams. They are our prime resources
of vitality and new ideas, and our greatest
resource.

How do we establish communication be-
tween them and us? We need to create an
environment for them to speak out with a
sense of responsibility and not of futility.
We need to provide a forum by which they
can make their voices heard on public issues.
We need to talk and listen to each other with
mutual respect, and the desire for under-
standing—and we need to make them feel
comfortable in this dialogue, but we do not
need always to agree with them. We need to
understand them. They want to talk to you—
the Indian leaders—and not to others. The
reason I know this is because many, many
young people in the last few months have
told me this.

We should seek to build and not to de-
stroy—because in seeking to destroy we be-
come our own victims. We need to think and
communicate in realistic terms with sincer-
ity as its basis. And, we need to face life in
our times. We need to draw upon the past—
but not to rest upon it. We need to keep

" Indian heritage a living thing—and keep it

from becoming stagnant. And the only sug-
gestion I could make on the theme for this
conference is to have the word “Living"” be-
fore Indian Heritage because a stagnant or a
dead heritage is of no value. Indian youth
are coming on us very strong. They are com-
ing on us in large numbers—they are coming
on us better educated—they are coming on
us more sophisticated. Fifty percent of the
general population of this country is approx-
imately 28 years of age and under. These
young people as they come on can be a posi-
tive force for good, or they can be a negative
force for evil—this is our challenge. Indian
culture does not provide a place for the young
person because in the Indian culture you
went from child to man or from child to
woman. Wisdom was related to age, and
silence among the young was a virtue. But
because the minds of our young have been
stimulated by education and new experi-
ences, more than ever before they want to
know ‘“why?” and we need to answer. They
possess everything to build. healthy person-
alitlies. They have heredity in which they
want to take pride—they come from an en-
vironment with which they know they must
cope—but they know that they alone must
accept responsibility for how they respond to

the situations that they will be confronted-

with in daily life. They will have to accept
their heredity, cope with their environment,
and say to themselves, “Now what shall I do
with myself?”

The rate of suicides among younger In-
dians is greater than the young people in
society generally. The rate of suicides among
older Indians is lesser than that of older peo-
ple in society generally. Young Indian people
need to find and know themselves. If they
don’t find themselves they will not be any
good to themselves or to anyone else. It

could be that we have not provided them -

with the sources of strength, we have not
helped them to see life in proper perspective,
and develop values around which to build
their lives. We have not taken them into our
confidence to give them the recognition they
so desperately want. We have not provided
them a means by which they can see that
they will ever derive a sense of fulfillment,
We must see to it that they get the oppor-
tunity to build our Indian heritage anew and
help keep it living and great; so they can
live wholesome lives in the image of man and
God.

But, we must start now, because today is
already too late for some, and tomorrow will
be too late for others. You can do this. In
my experience, living on the reservation, go-
ing to school, with Indjan young people, and
36 years of work among you I've developed an
unshakable faith and abiding confidence in
Indian people. I know you can rise to this

—
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challenge as you have risen to challenges in
the past. I look to you for ideals, for goals
and for inspiration. I am proud of the re-
straint and dignity that you have shown in
this period of our history.

I am very optimistic for the Indian future
because of the leadership that we have and is
cwrrently emerging among Indian people
both young and adult. I am proud to be one
of you.

ANTIBALLISTIC
SAFEGUARD SYSTEM

" HON. STROM THURMOND

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED SFATES
Tuesday, May 20, 1969

Mr.\THURMOND. Mr. Presid¢nt, it is
a pleajure for me to congratulate the
WAGL\radio station in Lancagter, S.C.,
for the fine editorial on the apntiballistic
missile Safeguard system which was
broadcasy on May 7, 1969. The editorial
is an excéllent example of a greal public
service to\keep the radio audience in the
Lancaster\area well informed on a vital
issue affecting our nationalfsecurity.

It is reas§uring for a responsible news -

medium to ‘accept its obljgation to the
people to explain difficulf and complex
critical issues, It is especjally important
for a responsible medium/ to take a posi-
tion on these\ issues. commend DMr.
B. L. Phillips, Jr., presfjdent of WAGL,
for his outstanding editorial in support
of the ABM Safeguard gystem. It reflacts
a wise understandling ¢f what is invelved
and clearly presents the urgent need for

this defensive protection of our Nation's,‘

nuclear deterrent.

I ask unanimous ¢pnsent that the edi-
torial be printed in\ the Extensions of
Remarks.

There being no objegtion, the editorial
was ordered to be prinked in the Recorbp,
as follows:

WAGIS EDITORIAL

Very soon in theg Congre§s of the United
States, our Representatives apd Senators will
be voting on whe¢ther or mpt this nation
should build and /deploy the Safeguard Sys-
tem, which is President Nixop’'s version of
the much discusged ABM . . . \Anti Ballistic
Missile System.

WAGL would/ for the followjng reasons,
cast a_yea vote pn this issue in favor of con-
struction and dgployment.

First, the Safeguard ABM System would
give creditability to the United States’ re-
taliatory posifion in that it woul§ protect
our minuteman missile sites which\ are de-
signed to degl a devastating relatiatory blow
to any coyntry launching a first\ strike
against us.

Secondly,/ the Safeguard ABM System
would be jan effective defense againgt an

accidental [launch of one or two missilds by .

any foreign country against the United States
through ¢ither human or mechanical eryror.

And third, while the Safeguard ABM Sys-
tem is not designed to be, and therefgre
would not be, an effective defense of our
cities against an all out attack by the Sovie
Union, /it would be an effective defense
against/ any limited attack Red China may
be capable of launching against the United
States/for the next few years.

WAQGL feels that in the face of the knowl-
edge fthat the Soviet Union has built their
S8-9 imissile which is capable of delivering
a 26 Megaton warhead on target, President
Nixon's strategy of deploylng the Safeguard
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I want to express my sincere personal thanks as well as those ; Eﬁi t

. - w3

§ ;

of the Dartmouth 'family' in Connecticut for your participa-
tion Saturday in our commemorative program in Columbia. It
was a privilege to meet you and visit, albeit briefly, and to
hear your very timely remarks. They served as a vivid reminder
that progress for American Indians since Eleazar Wheelock's day

has been slow indeed.

Through your comments on ABC, we hope that the townspeople in
Columbia received the further stimulation needed to set up
such a program themselves. Whatever help the local Dartmouth
alumni can provide will be given freely because we would like
our tribute to Mr. Wheelock to be something more than mere
rhetoric. There has been enough talking for 200 years.

We were disappointed to learn that you will be retiring from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but know the change will not
reduce your activity on behalf of Indian people. For someone
who has given over thirty-five years of devoted service, these
last few months in Washington must have been particularly
difficult. We wish you well in whatever you choose to do in

the future.

Again our thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

R .
/AQJQ ﬁu.

Edwin T. Rice
Chairman

er/da



189 Defense Highway
Annapolis, Maryland

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear '""Boss'':

The debit side of my experience ledger shows that

I didn't get to know and work for you for any great
length of time. However, quality of experience has
a far greater value than mere quantity. Thus,
whatever I have lost in time is much more than
offset by the profitable and enjoyable experience
gained during the year and a half in which it has
been my pleasure to serve you.

I wish you and yours all the best that Life has to
offer. May God speed all your future endeavors and
guide you along a trail of many more years of success,
health and happiness!

With sincerest best wishes and highest personal
regards -~

George W. Hubley, Jr.



WILL ROGERS, JR.

May 20, 1969

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

To have worked under you in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, first
as a part-time consultant and later as a full-time assistant, has
been one of the memorable periods of my life.

Surely no one else in this country understands the American
Indian in such depth and with such sympathy. You have combined
this with an administrative skill, a gift of leadership, and a
kindly humor. The result, in my opinion, is that the BIA has made
more progress in the three years of your Commissionership than in
any similar period in recent history.

From now on, all future Commissioners will be judged by the
high standards you have set.

As you leave, it is nice to have statements from those in your
official family who have served under you. But, Bob, you are leaving
with something no other Commissioner of Indian Affairs has ever had.

You are leaving with the almost unanimous support of all of the
American Indians all over this country. You were their Commissioner.
They looked to you. They respected you. And, wonder of wonders,
their respect and admiration increased every year you were in office.
There can be no higher praise.

With best regards, always,

Will Rogergj JIEs £



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE
820 SOUTH MAIN
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA

57401

MAY 20 1369

Mrn. Robert Bennett
Commissionen of Indian Agfairns
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

My §ist acquaintance with you probably was about 1949 on 1950

when you were known as the Abendeen Arnea PLacement Officern. Agten
many more titles and twenty years, you reached the Zop--Commissionen
o4 Indian Afgairns. Many of ws are proud of your accomplishments.

1 sincerely hope you and your gamily will enfoy your retirement.
My plan 4is to rnetine too--about August 1. Having worked with
Indian folks fon thirty-two yearns, 1 can see great advancements
in many aspects of Indian Livelihood. 1'm sure you feel the
same way.

Again, best wishes for a Long and happy retirement.
Sincerely youns,

/

/

H. P. Mittelhottz
Area Program 0fficern



Shawnee Agency
Shawnee, Oklahoma
May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

As an individual and as an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, I
wish to extend to you my sincere wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

It has been a pleasure serving under an Indian Commissioner and I hope
you won't be the last for another hundred years. I personally feel that
you have lifted the morale of the Indians by serving in this capacity.
You have proven that Indians are able and capable of serving in the
higher offices of our Government. I appreciate your sincere interest in
the Indian people since I am one.

I had the privilege of meeting you in Seminole during the Seminole Nation
Day activities. I enjoyed talking with you and Mr. Tommaney about Haskell
and other subjects of interest to all of us. I hope you can be present at
the next Seminole Nation Day activities to be held sometime in September
in Wewoka.

My Best Regards,

Chorces C. oA et

(Mrs.) Jane C. Northcott



560 Pleasant St., Apt. 6
Long Beach, Calif. 90805
May 20, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner Of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Commissioner Bobs

It has come to my attention that you will be leaving the Bureau
Of Indian Affairs, effective May 31, 1969, after more than
thirty-five years service with the Federal Government,

Word of your excellent career with the Federal Government culmin-
ating in your appointment and service in the position of
Commissioner Of Indian Affairs has traveled far and I am pleased
to have followed it with much interest. You were doing an
excellent job as Commissioner Of Indian Affairs and we regret
that you are leaving the Service.

It has never been my privilege to have been associated with you
in your work career with the Bureau Of Indian Affairs, but I
wish it had been. It has, however, been my good privilege to
have known you as a Senior class friend at Haskell Institute.

Although you are leaving the Bureau Of Indian Affairs, I feel
that you are still a man in the prime of life and that you
are not actually retiring from the affairs of Indians, but
will still maintain a keen interest and be active in Indian
affairs.

I know that you will derive much satisfaction through the
passing years as you look back on your excellent career of years
well spent in the service of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
particularly in the position of Commissioner,

I offer you my sincere congratulations on your Federal Service
career and a job well done.

An old rlend,CL:7/

Hampton Be Tygart



STATE OF CALIFORNIA RONALD REAGAN, Governor

STATE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

ROOM 425, FORUM BUILDING, 1107 NINTH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

May 20, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

We wish to congratulate you upon your retirement and
sincerely hope you can now do the many things your
duties have prevented you from doing because of lack
of time.

Your retirement is going to be a great loss to the
Indians of California, felt by all of us interested
in the general welfare of the Indian population.

The changes effected under your leadership and
guidance before and after the federal ''change in
Indian policy for California' have been appreciated
by the Commission and most beneficial.

It is our sincere hope that your replacement will be
an Indian with your character and dedication. We
can ask for no better.

- Sincerely,

Berenice Pate
Executive Secretary



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ZUNI INDIAN AGENCY
ZUNI. NEW MEXICO 87327

MAY 20 1963

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

The past three years have been exciting and rewarding years in
Indian Affairs. Your leadership and direction has certainly been
appreciated by me and, I believe, a great majority of the Indian
people. Changes for the good have resulted which is reflected not
only in better conditions for a lot of Indian people; better working
relationship between the Bureau and Indian tribes; but also in the
leadership and attitude of the Indian people themselves. You can
rightfully accept the credit for this. It has been a real pleasure
to have been appointed and to serve as a Superintendent at Ft. Totten
and Zuni during your term of office.

Congratulations on a job well done and the very best to you and
Mrs. Bennett.

Sincerely yon;g,

/quéw
James D. Cornett
Superintendent



May 20, 1969

Commissioner Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

On behalf of the employees of the Plant Management
Engineering Center, we the members of the Board of
Directors of the Plant Management Engineering Center
Employees' Association, want to take this opportunity
to send our best wishes to you on your retirement.

Since most of the employees here have had the
opportunity to meet and work with you, your retirement
will be a personal loss to us. Your accomplishments
with the Bureau during your thirty-seven years of
service truly left us with a standard we shall long

be striving to uphold.

We extend our sincere wishes for continued success
in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

\ 94 /9 4.7
Donald A. Falve§1 President

Patsy“J. Thomas, Secretary
%4—7449;/7«, W ) ‘*%ﬂ% ZW
Modina M. Waters, Gift Buyer

lackstun, Party Chairman

, 1,/
Lee Tolurrrcs

Lee Holmes, Treasurer



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office

P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Congratulations for a job well done.

You may recall some of our mutual contacts with Angoon representa-
tives at Angoon, Juneau, Seattle and Washington, and, of course,
Hydaburg representatives at Hydaburg, Seattle and Juneau - with
mixed emotions. To say the least, the encounters were interesting.
Another recollection is riding in the seat behind you on the plane
from Seattle to Juneau on your first trip to Juneau as Area Director.

My best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. I hope to "hang on"
for another two or three years.

Sincerely yours,
7
- / - i

/ ) ) 4 4 0
/:;» Cloe £ \»’i“ //j ~it 7 [/& e

Ansel J. Mright



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Bennett:

May I add my sincere good wishes to you and Cleota at this
important time, your retirement from Federal Service. I know
it won't be retirement from service to all the people you have
worked so long for as we all will need your continuing interest
and ideas.

It was good training and experience for me to have been able to
work for you on occasion, Mr. Bennett. I appreciated your kind-
nesses and consideration during the time I filled in for Ruth
Blake, and thank you for the opportunity.

Your impact on the programs of the Juneau Area while you were
here will always be remembered with gratitude. Your leadership
as our Area Director and Commissioner will long be remembered as
the best!

May you have many blessings ahead, which you so richly deserve.

Sincerely,

Diooe e

4

“June V. Clare



May 20, 1969

Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of Interior
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Reluctantly and with much regret I am writing
this letter in behalf of the Pueblo Indian people
of New Mexico. Reluctant because an effective Indian
servant is retiring and regretting because our offi-
cial relationship may be ending.

Nevertheless, as you leave employment with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs we are placing you among
our honored few., Many have worked for our Pueblo
people but the few who did a good job for us we can
count on one hand. This does not mean that others
did not do a good job. What we do mean is that you
did an outstanding job.

We shall also be grateful for creating the out-
standing image of an American Indian being a good
Indian Commissioner and sound administrator. We hope
your fine example will continue to be a guideline

hereafter for other American Indian, Indian Commissioners.

Upon your retirement you are welcome to return
to the Pueblo country and hope you will find a home
here.

Very sincerely,

DM/JSS/iv



IN REPLY REFER TO:

INDUSTRIAL

UNITED STATES EE SRR BN
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FIELD OFFICE
219 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, ROOM 2404
CHICAGO., ILLINOIS 60604

May 20, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I wish to take this opportunity to express my deep feelings of
regret upon receiving the news today that you are retiring from
your position as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I am sure that
your leadership will long be remembered by your friends and
associates and all who knew you. I am confident that though
you are leaving the Bureau at this time, it is in no way an end
to your service and contributions to the important work that has
occupied so much of your life to date.

I also wish to express a word of appreciation for the interest
and friendship you showed to the staff of this office during
your visits to Chicago. We hope that you will have occasion to
visit our office whenever you are in the city.

Best wishes to you and your family in whatever activities occupy
your interest and abilities during the months and years to come.

With kindest personal regards, I am

SiQ%iggly yours,
o }

v
N //
AU Khoni e
Robert N. Huey /
Officer-in-Charge i

o,



212 Willis Avenue
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806

May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

I am indeed sorry to have heard of the resignation of my most
illustrious ward: As you are well aware, I have been a great
admirer of the Wisconsin Oneida and have found these people to
be the "best."

It was well that former President Lyndon Johnson had the fore-
sight to choose you for the position of Commissioner, and there
is no doubt that the Indian populace has advanced and progressed
their greatest during your regime.

I do hate to think that even though you claimed to be my ward,
at the same time you will no longer be able to state you,are my
"boss." Of course, I would prefer it the latter way.

Sincerely yo

-

v
i

Jwﬁmmett J. Riley



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 21, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett:

My wife, Norma, and I want to extend our sincere wishes to you
and your wife for the best of everything in your retirement.
We are sure that your many friends and acquaintances in Alaska
join us in this wish.

Your leadership and accomplishments have been a source of pride
to a great many people. In addition, it has been a personal
pleasure working for you.

Now that you can possibly devote a little more time to their
support, the Green Bay Packers will surely come back!

Hopefully, in your other pursuits and interests, we may see you
in Alaska again.

Sincerely yours,

/' - er < ‘ (\j )
/’l; g /'«, e /\/// ( f—é'?*@"ﬁ(//

Jacgdes M. Norvell
/Arga Housing Officer



IN REPLY REFER 7TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PIMA AGENCY
SACATON., ARIZONA 85247

May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Dear Mr. Bennett:

I have enjoyed my association with you for the past
several years and particularly appreciated the
opportunity to serve under your leadership as
Commissioner.

The job of Commissioner is an extremely difficult one
and I think that the Superintendents at the agencies are
perhaps in the best position to really understand the
job that a Commissioner does.

I can truthfully say, without any traditional bouquets
for departing officials, that I, and the other
superintendents with whom I am acquainted, feel that
you have done an outstanding job.

Good luck in your retirement and in any new endeavors
you may undertake.

Sincerely yours,

/]<vc "‘“’—C‘Z( (’VC“ L( vy AN

Kendall Cumming
Superintendent

A\



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 21, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I want to take this opportunity at your departure from the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to express my appreciation for your loyal support
and assistance in your capacity as the Commissioner of an important
installation.

The leadership and initiative which you have displayed in meeting
constantly changing situations, occasioned by the limitations and
restrictions as a result of changing political situations, and the
decisive and expeditious manner in which you have met these varying
conditions, has materially assisted our Bureau in the accomplishment
of our mission.

It has been a pleasure to have you as Commissioner of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and, in such category, as an important part of the
team.

I trust that the future will bring continuation of your success and
to this end, my best wishes go with you.

Sincerely yours,

tl}/# W/;)

George H. Atlas
Area Safety Officer



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES i .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Administration

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY
EAGLE BUTTE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57625

May 21, 1969

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C. 20242

Dear Mr, Bennett:

It is with mixed emotions that I join the many others in wishing
you the best at this time of entering your retirement years,
Mixed because I feel no one should regret the opportunity to be
freed of the pressures experienced through a long career devoted
to service of the Government and the Indian people; and yet,

I can appreciate your desire to see the new and innovative ideas
you have fostered bear fruit. I feel certain many of these
ideas will be implemented.

I appreciate the opportunity to have served as a superintendent
for the past three years under your leadership as Commissioner,
and consider it a highlight in my career., I hope it has been an
equally significant and beneficial period for the Indian people
we have both served.

Sincerely,

/" John J. Weber
Superintendent




May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob,

It is with mixed emotions that I view your coming retirement from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. I have been hoping against hope that
you would be able to continue as Commissioner for at least another
two years to complete the change that you have started in Bureau
attitude. Regardless of who becomes Commissioner in the future, the
impact of your administration will continue for a long time to come
if the Indian people will give support to the philosophy that you
have expressed these past three years. On the other hand, since all
agencies of government are subject to outside influence I would hope
that you will continue yourself in an influential position either
privately or publicly so that your leadership may still be enjoyed
by the Indian people in the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

I am sure that you can use a well deserved rest for at least a short
period of time.

Winnie and I both wish the best for you and your family and remember
the latch string is always out to you at the Balsiger house.

Sincerely in friendship,

Richard M. Balsiger



Box 86
Concho, Oklahoma 73022
May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
U. S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Ave., N,W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

It is with regret that I learn of your retirement from the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. The Indians, as well as the employees of this
agency, hate to see you leave. Several of the Indian leaders here,
such as Sam Buffalo, know that both the Indians and the Bureau will
miss you. Your contribution to the advancement of Indians has been
felt by everyone and is appreciated. It has meant hope for many who
were discouraged and had lost confidence in themselves.

I want to thank you personally for what you have done for me. You
stood behind me when the going was rough and that is when it really
counts., Mrs. Vance shares my high regard for you and sends her
regrets for your leaving. We both wish for you many years of happy
retirement. If you ever come near, please feel welcome to visit us
at any time.

Sincerely yours,

/ f/'
4 .2

2 5
(\\j//'%’ Sannes

Paul Vance



Winnebago, Nebraska
May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

I have been informed of your plans to retire from the service

at the end of this month. This comes as a great surprise and
somewhat of a disappointment, I am sure, to all Bureau employees
and especially the Indian people throughout the Indian Country.
You are to be commended for devoting a lifetime to the service
and advancement of the Indian people. As a fellow employee, I
want to add my congratulations to you for taking advantage of
retirement, which is one of the great benefits of the Civil
Service System. The decision to retire was, I am sure, an
extremely important one for you to make.

All Indian tribes can point with pride to the fact that a
member of their race served with honor and distinction in the
highest office of Indian Affairs. I personally want to wish
you and your family the best of health, happiness and many
years of successful retirement.

Alfred DuBray, Superintenden
'/ Winnebago Agency



28 United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO: May 21, 1969

Dear Bob:

Of all the dozen and more jobs I have had in government,
none gave me a greater thrill in being appointed than that of
research assistant to Robert M. La Follette, Jr., and none has
given me more lasting satisfaction than that in which I was
inherited by Robert La Follette Bennett from his predecessor
as Commissioner. Part of the evidence is that, by more than
a year, this is the longest period I have served in any post.

Each year here has been worth a year of formal education
and that is especially true of the three years you have been
Commissioner. Your combination of '"head in the non-Indian world
and heart in that of the Indians'" gives you a unique advantage
in Indian affairs, one that is less fully appreciated today than
it will be in the future. It has also given those who have been
privileged to work with you a similar advantage in learning to
understand the nature and subtleties of the requirements of
Indian advancement.

Ellen and I are happy to have you and Cleota as friends
and neighbors and to know that in leaving office you are not yet
leaving Washington. You have our very best wishes for an active,
effective, and happy retirement from formal public life.

Sincerely yours,

/
/U‘L )

Roderick H. Riley




< United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO: May 21, 1969

Dear Mr. B.:

Nobody -- least of all, I -- is anything but distressed
that you will no longer be Our Leader.

However, it is a happy thought in retrospect that you had
the opportunity to serve as Commissioner for a long enough
period to accomplish some lasting good. There is no doubt in
my mind, nor will there be in the history books, as to when
the turning point came in Indian affairs. It came when you
came. Indians have gone through the 'removal period'" and the
"allotment period" and the 'reorganization period." Now they
are at a really meaningful point in their history -~ the
period of free and open participation in matters that affect
their own lives and fortunes.

We wish you well, and we know you will still be a leader
in Indian affairs "out there" in the world beyond bureaucracy.

Most Sincerely,

/ ///:‘/«} / < A—
Vs FT

Virginid S. Hart
Assistant for Communications




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 21, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Bennett:

When you changed the policy of the Bureau to one of hiring more
Indian employees, I, as many other Bureau supervisors, had
reservations concerning the impact of this policy upon program
accomplishments. After several years I have observed no lessened
mission accomplishment and in some instances, such as Barrow
Utilities and the Branch of Personnel, I have seen better work
output.

I believe your policy decision was wise and want you to know this.
Best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett upon your retirement.
Sincerely yours,
) e ) 7 1 /
()&/ a. /Uk/c,(\?‘/\ F Z/L/ B

David F. Weaver
Area Personnel Officer



Resolution No. 19-69

RESOLUIION
WHEREAS, The Fort Belknap Indian Community is a Federally chartered
corporation as defined by the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934,
and conducts its business through the Fort Belknap Community Council, and

WHEREAS, This Council has numerous and frequent contacts with the Bureau
of Indian Affairs at all levels in its efforts to promote and develop the
social and economic conditions of this Reservation, and

WHEREAS, These contacts have been continuous over a great many years per-
mitting the Council to be fairly knowledgeable of the Bureau's representa-
tives and policies and their effect upon the Fort Belknap Reservation and
its members, and

WHEREAS, During the past three years, the Council has had the opportunity
to view and consider the policies of Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Robert L. Bennett, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:

The Fort Belknap Indian Community Council feels that Commissioner
Bennett has put forth dedicated and sincere policies to stimulate
the growth of Indian councils and people,

During the past three years, the Council has undertaken several
projects such as administration of Law and Order, supervision of
a work experience program and numerous contracts, all of which
have increased the Council's experience in program supervision.
Our assumption of these responsibilities would not have been poss-
ible but for the policies of Commissioner Bennett.

These policies are based upon a personal knowledge of what we as
Indian people think, want and look forward to as well as upon
broad and extensive experience and responsibility at the highest
levels of Indian program development both in and out of Government.

We deeply regret that Commissioner of Indian Affairs Bennett finds
it necessary to resign at a time when his philosophy and experience
are needed more than ever to bring about the changes in government-
al and reservation attitudes and programs in order that all Indian
tribes and individuals can more rapidly assume responsibility for
their own destinies.

The Fort Belknap Indian Community Council congratulates Commissioner
Bennett on a job well done, if he must leave the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, but in the same breath we support strongly his continua-
tion in this most important of all positions to the Indian people.



We sincerely hope that Commissioner Bennett will continue to be
a strong force in the field of Indian Affairs for many years to

come, whether he be in or out of government.

Should Commissioner Bennett ever be on the "Highline" of Montana
we extend our heartiest invitation to stop by to visit the many
friends he has made on the Fort Belknap Reservation.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, as Secretary-Treasurer of the Fort Belknap Indian
Community Council of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, hereby certify
that the Fort Belknap Indian Community Council is composed of 12 members,
of whom 7 were present at a meeting thereof, duly and regularly called,
noticed, convened and held this 21st day of May 1969; and that the fore-
going resolution was duly adopted at such meeting by the affirmative vote
of all of its members and that said resolution has not been rescinded or
amended in any way.

Attest: 9
P 2 vl > pe

b ///2/// / : Z

/A & / / Y & /7 /
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L 4./42’, pegirnl S A LD pe e — ;4//,4/2"/" M )
Clarence Adams, President Wilbur Bigby,VS:iggférz;T%easurer

/

THE FORT BELKNAP INDTAN COMMUNITY, Fort Belknap Agency, Harlem, Montana 59526



< United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Time seems to have a way of speeding along. I didn't realize, until
I saw the announcement of your retirement party, that you had logged
over 37 years of Federal Service. You really got away to an early
start.

It seems only a short time ago, although about 20 years would be more
accurate, that we first served together in the Aberdeen Area in a
number of different assignments. Relocation, as it was then called,
Tribal Operations, Extension and Credit and Resources Development
were our chief official responsibilities. As you will recall, the
establishment of the Area Offices during this period also meant
plenty of action for everyone.

I particularly recall the pheasant hunting that we enjoyed together
in Aberdeen on some of those Friday afternoons and Saturdays during
the season. Those hunting groups had a way of organizing themselves
very efficiently about Friday noon. They were good days in many
respects.

You have also had many good days since that time in furthering the
interests of Indian people in other places and we are all proud of
your outstanding individual accomplishments as well as those of your
family.

Marie joins in congratulating you on your retirement and wishing you
and Mrs. Bennett the very best.

Sincerely yours,

Gl

‘Glenn R. Landbloom



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 22, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Words are never adequate when they are most desired, This is true
now as I search for those I need to express my appreciation to the
best administrator it has been my privilege to serve,

Congratulations to you upon your retirement from Federal service.
It has been a privilege to have worked under your guidance, first
as Juneau Area Director, and now as Commissioner of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

I am confident your outstanding service to Indian Americans will
continue. May our paths cross again.

Good luck to you and Mrs. Bennett,

Sincerely yours,

ﬁ'z/& sl
H Prentiss zaway
Area Economist



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Juneau Area Office

P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L, Bennett
Washington, D, C.

Dear Bob:
Congratulations to you upon your retirement from Federal Service.

Words cannot express my appreciation to you for your able leader-
ship and direction and the valuable contribution you have given
the American Indian over three decades. As an administration in
your long career ladder you have contributed greatly to the Branch
of Employment Assistance. I am proud to have played a small part
in the "big picture" under your leadership.

As T recall our paths crossed spanning back almost two decades ago,
when I was stationed at Turtle Mountain, you were Assistant Area
Director, Aberdeen.

It has indeed been my pleasure to have worked under your leader-
ship over many years.

When you are in our vicinity, remember the 'Coffee pot" is always
on for you at our wigwam.

Good luck to you and Mrs. Bennett.
Sincerely yours,
e %" T e

T Therman c(Pat) Tngram
Area Employment Assistance Officer



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Juneau Area Office
Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 22, 1969

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Your impending retirement is viewed with mixed emotions by personnel
in the Division of Education, Juneau Area. During the time you have
occupied the Commissioner's chair we have worked with confidence;
secure in the knowledge that the education of Indian youth would al-
ways receive your first consideration. For this reason, among others,
your decision to retire is a cause for regret on our part. As friends,
however, we are vicariously enjoying the leisure you will soon have an
opportunity to enjoy. We say 'have an opportunity' because those of
us who have observed you in action entertain a strong suspicion that
you will lose no time in resuming your life long battle to advance the
cause of the Indian people from some new vantage point.

We hope your separation from the service will not bring your associa-
tion with present co-workers and employees to an end. Your continued
success and happiness will always be of great interest to us who have
been privileged to work with you.

Sincerely yours,

é/// i()\)\A/ i‘,fg-l_”////

Eunice Logan
Acting Assistant Area Director (Educ.)



May 22, 1969

Dear Bob and Cleota:

Contrary to my usual habit, I will say it short and
fast. Working with you, Bob, has been one of the most
satisfying aspects of my Federal service. I am most
sorry to see you go.

My mind goes back, most of all, to the Alaska days. Not
only was the work challenging but it was there that

Ruth and I got to know Cleota and that has been a privi-
lege.

Much affection to both of you from both of us and a long
and satisfying future.

Sincerely.

Madison Coombs



& United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

I consider my visit with you approximately three years
ago as one of the most significant in my work career,
That was the time we discussed the possibility of my
joining you on the Bureau staff. I deeply appreciated
your confidence in me at that time and even more deeply
value the opportunity of working with one of the ablest
Commissioner's of Indian Affairs in recent times. Your
record has been phenomenal; the confidence of the Indians
in your leadership is unanimous. Indian, Bureau, and
Governmental policies have been directed toward involve-
ment and participation, the only true ways of learning and
developing.,

Best wishes to you in your new career,

Sincerely yours,

T.\W. Ii aylor

. Deputy Commissioner




May 22, 1969

Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242
Dear Bob:

Congratulations upon the accomplishment of 37 years of the
highest quality and greatest level (Commissioner, no less)
of Federal service. |t has been a privilege to be on your
team, even when the crowd appeared to be applauding for
the other side.

Seriously, | am convinced that the Bureau has made out-
standing progress under your leadership. Your falent for
patient insistence upon the resolution of problems, coupled
with your ability to perceive the true nature of the pro-
blem, has made working with you a rewarding adventure.

As far as | know, you have had no dull moments. To the
contrary, '"hectic and tumultuous" appear fo be appropriate
to the occasion.

May | suggest that in your treasury of memories you place,
through recall, your salmon fishing experiences at Point
Retreat in the "K-T-K". You are reminded that the salmon
were indifferent to our blandishments for what appeared to
be indeterminate periods of fTime; until, suddenly, one of
the reels excitedly announced a strike. The ill advised
salmon was subsequently pulled along side in a fairly ex-
hausted state. |In an over-confident manner, | am slightly,
but not very much, embarrassed to remind you, you beat him
off the line with the net. This happened not one, but three
times. Some people never learn!

Katherine and | wish you and yours God's speed in whatever
endeavor you undertake. '

Very sincerely,

o

Kenneth K. Crites



Salt River
PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

ROUTE 1, BOX 120 SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85257 PHONE 261-4925

May 22, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

The Tribal Council wishes to express regret over
your decision to retire from service, to be effective
May 30, 1969.

Your efforts at relaxing B.I.A. Policy to give tribes
more latitude in decision making, and the Salt River
Tribal Council's natural desire to provide for its
people, created an area of mutual concern, a concern
which cannot be conveyed in so many words.

The Council is convinced this same concern for our
Indian people, played a decisive role in your final
decision to retire. While we cannot agree with you
in this instance, we feel honored to have had you as
our Commissioner.

President
Sa River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community Council

FC/bl



May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob,

Jimmie and I enjoyed our visit with you during your recent
trip to Anadarko for the Riverside commencement - particularly
the lunch at the airport in Oklahoma City. We indeed regret
your retirement. It has been nice being a special friend of
the Commissioner,

I look back on the years with you in Alaska as being among
the most formative of my career. My entire tour of duty in
Alaska and particularly my association with you was very
pleasant. I appreciate very much the boost and recognition
you gave me in Alaska and your understanding of my particular
problems.

We are going to miss you as Commissioner but not, we hope, as
a friend, The welcome mat is out for you and Cleota if, in
your post-retirement travels and activities, you come our way.

May the next phase of your life be as rewarding and productive
for you as the past: Jimmie joins me in extending best wishes
to you and Cleota on the occasion of your retirement from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Sincerely,

/-

Stephen W, Smith



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Sacramento Area Office
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, California 95825

Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242
Dear Bob:

e occasion of your leaving (formally - but not in-
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Beginning with your kind indulgence and guidance to a
"trainee intern" at Aberdeen, you have inspired, influenced
and reassured me as you continued to work with Indianms and
rose to the highest position in Federal Indian Affairs.
This influence has persisted to the extent that I still do
not carry a brief case or papers when I attend Indian meet-
ings, which reflects your advice at Aberdeen when you were
involved in the "“planning for Indians" in connection with
the Big Bend Dam in South Dakota.

As you leave the federal Indian Service I wish sincerely
that you do so with much satisfaction and feeling of ful-
fillment as your career has been beneficial and rewarding

for all American Indians, Eskimos and Alaska Natives. I
personally feel indebted to you and I am confident that all
Indians have benefitted from your long and dedicated service.

Your friendship and inspiration will be cherished memories
with us, and Mrs. Old Coyote joins me in wishing you every

success and good health in the coming years.

Sincerely,

I LQ,OAQA

Barney 0Old JCoyote



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Sacramento Area Office

2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, California 95825




Chilccco Indian School
May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Dear Bob,

In the many years T have known you T have steadily gained more and more
respect for you, your philosophy, your extreme dedication and enthusiasm.
ly career in the Bureau of Indian Affairs and my association with Indian
people has become more meaningful and indeed richer because of your
leadership and philosophy. One cannot help but be caught up in the
forward thinking of your time, This has meant a great deal to me in
working with Indian youth and adults.

Your recent trip to Chilocco stands out in my mind as one in which you
exemplified the pure philosophy of Bob Bennett and his administration,
Meeting with youth, gaining interactions with youth and carrying your
message to the student body before the nations cameras and press
demonstrate your dedication to the idea of involving the Indian People
in the process of decisions.,

May my wife and T wish you many happy days in your retirement.

Sincerely yours,

-~

Gordon W, Gunderson



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Administration

NORTHERN CHEYENNE AGENCY
LAME DEER, MONTANA 59043

May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs (Emeritus?)
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

As this was written, your status for the immediate future still was
in doubt at this precinct. But whatever the future may hold--for
you, for BIA, or for any of us in the Indian business--I'm reason-
ably certain that your service to the Indian people is by no means
ended. And I'm more than reasonably certain that the years ahead
will see continued progress for all Indians on the trail you began
to chart as Superintendent at Con-Ute 15 years ago.

Whatever the next few days may bring, I can't feel that we've
reached a complete parting of the ways.

And whatever the next few days or few years may bring, all of us
at Northern Cheyenne wish you the very best of all good things.
(With the possible exception of poker hands, when next we sit down
to play; you've already had your share of those.)

Vaya con D1os, /Z/?é;/
i / L/ // I

1’

John R. (Bob) White
Superintendent




May 22, 1969

Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob,

We understand you are retiring shortly after many years with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

You may well be proud of your illustrious career with the Bureau. We
know you contributed greatly to the Indian people and to the Indian
Service. We know your actions were always taken, and your decisions
were always made, with the Indian people, including the Alaskan natives,
first and foremost.

Your achievements were and will remain to be inspirational to the Indian
people, especially the Indian youth.

When in Montana, be sure to stop in and see us.
Your friends,
g rnl Sl

Gedrge and Lillian
LaVerdure



£ United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
PHOENIX AREA OFFICE
P.O. Box 7007
Phoenix, Arizona 85011

IN REPLY REFER TO!:

May 22, 1969

Dear Bob:

Like many others I am sure, I had hoped that you
would be reappointed, Since this is not to be, however,
I congratulate you on your retirement.

I am proud to have been associated with you and to
have played the role of interpreter of your philosophy
and ideas to the Indian people, and, where the need is
much greater, to Bureau staff,

The experiences that Indian people have had in
making decisions affecting their affairs will make it
impossible for the extreme paternalism of the past ever
to return., This will, in my opinion be the most far-
reaching accomplishment of your tenure as Commissioner.

I look forward to working with you in common effort
for many years to come.

Sincerely yours,

e AN A oo

LaFollette Butler




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Juneau Area Office
P. 0. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 22, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Bennett:

I view your coming retirement with mixed emotions. From a purely
personal standpoint, I am truly happy for you and your family.

The Bureau has changed its course of direction in your three years
as Commissioner. The new directions you charted gave the Bureau
new and realistic incentives and goals to accomplish, particularly
the direction to non-paternalism.

Under your direction the Bureau has accomplished much and you can
be justly proud of your achievements. One can not measure the
untold intangible benefits which have been, and will continue to

be, created and benefited by the Indian people. I sincerely believe
that history will distinguish you as the best, if not the only,
Commissioner to accomplish with the Indian people their ideals,
hopes and goals.

I feel it a personal privilege to have worked under your direction.
Lee and I wish for you and Cleota a truly wonderful life ahead.

May God bless you more richly and abundantly than ever before.
Should you or your family be traveling where Lee and I abide, the

door is always open and always you are welcome.

Sincerely yours,

Robert E. McLean
Assistant Area Director (Adm.)



BLACKFEET

CHARTERED
LANDLESS

ROCKY BOY
CHEYENNE

Montana Inter-Tribal Policy Board

William Youpee
Chairman
Fort Peck
Poplar, Montana 59255

Leo Sias
1st Vice Chairman
Flathead
Ronan, Montana 59864

Joe Shaw
2nd Vice Chairman
Blackfeet
Browning, Montana 59417

Roland Kennerly
Secretary-T eastrer
Blackfeet
3rowning, Montanc 59417

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

" THEREFORE

RESOLUTION

May 22 & 23, 1969

A duly called meeting of the Montana Inter-Tribal
Policy Board in session in Billings, Montana,
May 22 & 23, 1969, and

The Inter-Tribal Policy Board learned that Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, Robert L. Bennett has been asked to
submit his resignation, and

It is furthar understood that a decision will be made
in the next few days as to accepting his resignation,
and

The Montara Inter-Tribal Policy Board as well as each
individual “ribe in Montana and Tribes from all over
the Unitec S.ates and various inter-tribal groups have
repeatedly 2and emphatically asked that Commissioner
Robert L. Bennett be retained as Commissioner, and

We have been advised that the Administration plans to
work closely with Indian people and consult them on all
matters effecting their interest, and

It is the belief of the Inter-Tribal Policy Board that
Rcbert L. Bennett has the trust and confidence of the
Indian people and any action to remove him would re-
sult in a great loss of confidence and trust by Indian
people in the promises of the Administration,

NOW BE IT RESOLVED: That the Inter-Tribal Policy Board
reaffirms again as emphatically as possible their request
that Robert L. Bennett be retained as Commissioner and
that his resignation not be accepted, and

-’



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Secretary of the Interior
be requested to consult with Indian groups through-
out the country before any further proposais are
made regarding Indian affairs, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this Resolution be
sent to the Montana Delegation, the Secretary of
the Interior and Commissioner Robert L. Bennett.

j/’/‘—// 2 ag 4 é/é’1 ZM(C"Z7// Z%‘ R
Roland Kennerly J “William Youpee O/ y ~
Secretary Chairman

Montana Inter-Tribal
Policy Board



IN REPLY REFER TO

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
OAKLAND-SAN FRANCISCO FIELD EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE OFFICE
FEDERAL CENTER, BLDG. 2A
620 CENTRAL AVENUE
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA 94501

May 23, 1969
Mr. Robert L, Bennett

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C. 20242
Dear Mr. Bennett:

Word reaches us of your retirement. All of us here join your
multitude of friends in congratulations and good wishes; however,
it is with mixed emotions. We are very happy for you as you
approach your well deserved rest, but we experience an inclination
to protest your departure from our ranks because we dread the

loss of your association and wise counsel.

For more than a third of a century, your devotion to the advance-
ment and welfare of the American Indian has been an inspiration

to your associates and a benediction to your people. As a teacher
and administrator, through precept and example, you have gained
the affection of youth, the respect of intelligent men, and the
loyalty of many friends. Many will endeavor to emulate your
"footsteps in the sands".

We gratefully acknowledge your friendly and constructive counsel
in the programs of this office. We all wish you good fishing, and
hope you will contlnue to visit us.

%m Lo éQ /é /)7/44424 Sincerely yours, /?/(,f‘ﬁ/_Z:Sé?(;":f"ﬂ
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
INDIAN AFFAIRS DATA CENTER

500 GOLD AVENUE. S.W.
P. O. BOX 2026

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Rumor has it that you may decide to settle in New Mexico after you
have retired. From my point of view, that is all to the good. I
hope that you will be able to stop in and see us once in a while.
A11 of us have enjoyed working under you.

Just think: No more will you have to wonder whether or not the
Data Center will louse up the pay check which is due. No more
will you look at a deposit slip and think "Hey. I got my check
again." You will lose your membership in that exclusive club of
Bureau employees who have been mispaid--or not paid--by the Data

Center. (That group, we insist, is a small, select number!)

Thank you for being so patient with us. We wish you a wonderful
retirement.

Sincerely,

UW'

' A A e~ Vv I

Executive Officer



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Phoenix Area Office
P.0. Box 7007
Phoenix, Arizona 85011

May 23, 1969

Dear Bob:

I wish this were a letter of congratulations on your
reappointment rather than on your retirement.

I believe history will regard your term as Commissioner
as a major turning point in the Federal-Indian relation-
ship. There are, I think, three basic reasons why this
will be so.

Of primary importance is your enunciation and demonstra-
tion of confidence in Indian people which they have so
sorely needed over the years. Many of us, for many years,
have had this confidence in them but through your leader-
ship our confidence in them has been imparted to and
instilled in them.

Also, you have shown that we can, under present law,

relax our traditional trustee role so that Indian
decision-making is possible. 1Indian people, having had
exposure to involvement and self-determination, will never
again be content to allow decisions to be made for them.
Having had this exposure they will more readily accept
proposed changes in law that may be necessary to assure
minimum Bureau participation in decisions affecting them.

A third accomplishment which history will note in asses-
sing your tenure as Commissioner is, the change in
emphasis from the Indians' natural resources to their
human resources. This, I feel, in years to come will
result in lasting and tangible benefits to Indians to a
degree we cannot begin to imagine at this point.

Bob, we must all look forward and not to the past -- the
work is far from finished and I am sure you will continue
your efforts, in what has been your life's work, for a
good many years to come.

Sincerely yours,

W. Wade Hea



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Phoenix Area Office
P.0. Box 7007
Phoenix, Arizona 85011

May 23, 1969

Mr. Robert L, Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Dear Mr, Bennett:

Although our relationships since you were appointed
Commissioner were not always of the direct contact

type, certainly the impact of your presence in this
capacity was felt daily in a most beneficial and satis-
fying way. My assignment to the Area Office coincided
almost to the day with your appointment as Commissioner.

Working for the Bureau and association with so many fine
people, such as yourself, who comprise this Bureau and
represent the goals thereof, has made it the most re-
warding experience in my entire career.

Whatever your pursuits are in the future, I sincerely
trust you will find them to be rich and rewarding and
that you have many years for the continuation of a fruit-
ful and enjoyable life.

Sincerely yours,

.;; P, ad ‘?3;),4‘ o r:if”
/(;:’{« 4 {/: oy N’QE, o &W%_K,&.&.ﬂ&,w

Albert Lassiter



2611 Oxford Road
Lawrence, Kansas 66044
May 23, 1969

Mr,., Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Dear Bob:

The Anadarko Area Office has informed me of your
retirement at the end of this month, This news was received
with regret at the loss of your services but also received
with the thought of one who deserves the rewards of retirement.

I think of you first as a Haskell Alumnus of whom
all haskellites are very proud., Your commencement address at
Haskell a few years ago was inspirational and scholarly.

Oh yes, I really did enjoy those unusual stories of your
escapades while a student,

Your leadership among the Indian people has been
outstanding--in fact it has hever been equalled., You have
blended Bureau experience, Indian heritage, understanding
and insight in a manner that has noved the Indian cause
forward at a rapid rate.

We hope you plan to pay us a visit whenever you
are in this part of the country., Our friends of Indian

service days are expected to make frequent use of the
guest room, '

We are enjoying our Haskell friends and plan to
attent many of the school activities,

Best wishes for many happy years ahead..

Most sincerely,

Pl l_

Floyd E. Stayton



Gila Riuer Indian Community
Box 97
Sacaton, Arizona 85247
feoferle
Tel. 562-3311

May 23, 1969

The Honorable Robert I.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner:

On Behalf of the Gila River -Indian Community Tribal Council, we wish
to take this opportunity of expressing our very sincere appreciation to you,
for the excellent and appreciative duties which you have performed for the
Pimas of the Gila River Indian Community, Sacaton, Arizona.

We, gratefully acknowledge your concern and interest for the problems
of our people, as well as those of other tribes; said interests and concern
being an invaluable asset to your leadership in Indian Affairs. We only wish
that your great service as Commissioner of Indian Affairs could have been
extended.

Though you are stepping down from the position which was a pedestal
from which your great service for the various tribes was accomplished through
concern, interest, identification, and motivation, this agust body of the Gila
River Indian Community, Sacaton, Arizona beqgueaths to you an extended
service of human interest, devotion, and dedication in whatever capacity you
might serve in the future.

; Very Truly yours,

Wi A CLCl o
A

Loyde 1lison, Governor
Gila River Indian Community



FEDERAL CHARTERED CORP.
UINTAH AND OURAY AGENCY

The UYte Tndian Tribe :

FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH 84026

May 23, 1969

‘e e seane.m

)

Robert L. Bennett, Commissiocner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
S s moby Washington, De C. 20242

e e -

UINTAH AND OURAY TRIBAL
BRSNS ICOMUTTEE Dear lMr, Commissioner:

FRANCIS WYASKET, CHAIRMAN
HOMEY J. SECAKUKU, VICE-CHAIRMAN
FRED A. CONETAH, MEMBER

GARY POOWEGUP, MEMBER

WILBUR CUCH, MEMBER

The Ute Indian Tribe has learned of your pending retirement on

sialu i SR L] On behalf of all the members of
and Curay Tribal Business Committee S :
thanks and appreciation for the meny services you have rendered the

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS
Utes,

R. O. CURRY
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER .
ELWYN L. DUSHANE It was here on cur started your service to
iy

£

family, and we hope it is
permits.

ACCOUNTANT-TREASURER
FRED A. CONETAH

Indians, it was here
here that you can visit

EDUCATION
HOMEY J. SECAKUKU
E P TN o Ty ~117 3
Bbs CYRSNT JTERSONNEL We wish you every success and our very best wishes in your future

HARVEY NATCHEES
SUPERVISOR - DOMESTIC WATER ]_j_fe,
J. WESLEY JENSEN
SUPERVISOR - MAINTENANCE
ROSS L. IORG
SUPERVISOR - TRIBAL SERVICE
FRANK B. ARROWCHIS

and may we invite you to visit us often.

Sincerely,

~

OUTDOOR RECREATION
RUSSELL CUCH
LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISE {1 % M
R

Francis Wyasket

rc
: Chairman



Established By the GENERAL COUNCIL
Treaty of June 9, 1855

Centennial June 9, 1955

TRIBAL COUNCIL

CO‘NFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS
' ?aéwm Indicn Nalion
\\ / TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON - 98948

May 23, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

The Yakima Indian Nation would like to express their gratitude to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on his retirement.

To dwell on the fact of your distinction as one of the few Indians

to become Commissioner of Indian Affairs and your tenure in office

as being one of the longest would not pay you full tribute. Your
policies, such as industrial development and hearings with the Indian
people to develop interest and bring recommendations for the develop-
ment of the Indian people during your term in office has caused the
majority of Tribal leaders to try to retain you as our Commissioner
of Indian Affairs., Need we say more?

We would like to close by sending you our sincere *"thanks" and

Best regards,

R

Robert B. Jim, Chairman,
Yakima Tribal Council



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

May 23, 1969

Dear Bob,

Sig-go-lee Gaz-za How-Zh snig-gee-la
It has been a real pleasure for me to watch your accomplishments
as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I sincerely believe that you
have done more to get Indians involved in their own destiny and
started in the right direction than any other Commissioner of
Indian Affairs I have known.

If you were my own brother, I could not be more proud of you.

I wish you much success in your future endeavors, or if it be
retirement, a long and happy one.

Sincerely,

A Fellow Oneida



8213 01d Court House Road
Vienna, Virginia 22180

May 23, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Washington, D.C.. 20242

Dear Bob:

On my arrival at Ft. Duchesne in late 1939, many of the Ute's
asked if I knew Bob Bennett. The Ute's are proud of your
accomplishments. It was about a decade later before I did
have the opportunity of meeting you.

It has been a pleasure to work with and for you. I hope that
you and Mrs. Bennett in your next endeavor will have the
satisfaction of accomplishment that has been milestones in

your government career.

Sincerely yours,

e trtteg

Joé A. Wagner

u,



< United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 23, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob and Cleota:

Just a short note wishing you much success and happiness as
you approach retirement. We say approach, because we know
that you will continue to be a driving force and inspiration

to both Indian and non-Indian peoples for many years to come.

It has been our privilege to have been able to work under your
leadership in Alaska, Oregon and the Washington Office.

During all of your busy times ahead, don't forget to take time
out to have fun and relax just a bit.

It is with pride we can say we know you both professionally and
personally.

Best wishes,

<+
E QORENSEN;



1018 Maple Avenue, East,
Vienna, Virginia 22180,
May 23, 1969.

Mr. Robert L. Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

I am not one of those literary geniuses, so this
will be one of the 'grass roots" letters you will have
among your collection of well-wishers.

You and Mrs. Bennett have the best wishes of Louise
and myself for many pleasant years of retirement. I am
sure the leadership and philosophies you have given the
Indian people will continue to grow and will strongly
influence their future.

I have always enjoyed our many years of association
in the Bureau, including the ups and downs. Yes, I even
clearly recall our haste one time, somewhat inadvertently,
in Chicago on a return jaunt to Haskell.

Notwithstanding your retirement from the Bureau, we
shall look forward to seeing you from time to time.

Sincerely,

Carl J. Cornelius




May 26, 1969

Dear Bob:

When one has "captained" the good ship "BIA" as you have,
and has steered it through many troubled waters, it is hard for
an "old salt" to express his appreciation of your good work.

It is more difficult to put down on paper how you will be missed
by the "crew."

You will be missed, Bob, that's for sure.

It is a compensating fact that the many wise policies you
had an influential hand in promulgating will remain. The "rough
water" temporarily encountered on the "recent voyage" will soon
abate and the calm of the past will again prevail. We can then
record the following in the ship's log.

"We enjoyed to the utmost our passage on the ship with you.
We who remain to carry on as deckhands are better able to do so
because of the fine steerage you so willingly gave." But the
good ship "BIA", in the future as in the past, will -

"Heave . . .

Like a mighty ship in pain,

Facing the tempest with

struggle and strain.”
(Browning)

Good luck, Bob!

s—

] sy

- £/ W’C CAKXKKEVL



VIA AIR MAIL

Mr, Robert L., Bennett

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

UINTAH AND OURAY AGENCY
FORT DUCHESNE. UTAH 84026

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Administration

May 26, 1969 ]

I know that it must be with mixed emotions that you now leave

your long career with the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Really though,
you are not leaving, for the impact you have made for the well-
being of Indians throughout the United States will be with us for
a long, long time, Thousands of Indians will, in generations yet
to come, live better because of the things you have been able to
accomplish, Truly, there can be no greater satisfaction to you

than this,

June and I consider ourselves as two of your many, many friends
I will personally always be proud that it

throughout the Bureau.

was you who selected me to work with the Bureau,
of trust and faith in me that long time ago has always been one of
the reasons why I have felt compelled to try to do an exceptionally
good job for the Indian folks wherever I have worked,

I hope we will see each other again,

Your expression

I wish you and your family

the very best of success as you pick up new interests in your

endeavors,

Singerely,

Superintendent



Haskell Institute
Lawrence, Kansas

May 26, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

We would like to take this means of expressing our personal appreciation,
as well as Haskell Institute's appreciation, for your interest and serv-
ices to our school. It is with deep regret that we see you leaving the
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Our long association with you as a fellow employee in the Aberdeen Area
and as one of your school administrators during your tour as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs has caused us to have a deep respect for your ability
as a professional person and your interest and concern for your fellow
employees and the Indian people we are trying to serve.

Under separate cover, we are sending you a copy of this year's Indian
Leader. We hope that you enjoy it and that when you embark on a new
career, it will be productive and enjoyable. We know that your contri-
butions to the Bureau of Indian Affairs will be felt for a long time and
that Indian people will benefit and appreciate them.

Sincerely yours, . 7

7

l ,// 2 /) Lw g
Wallace E. Galluzzi ()25/

Superintendent
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
7915 EASTERN AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD. 20910 R

May 26, 1969

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

Dear Bob:

How does one find words that can adequately convey the sense of loss ons
feels upon learning that a fellow co-worker and a cherished personal
friend, as well as program friend, is leaving the Federal ssrvice? This
is exactly the dilemma I found myself in when word of your retirement
reached our office. '

I can sincerely say, Bob, that it has been a real pleasure to work with
you both in the field and in headquarters. There has never been a time
when we needed your advice and guidance in our Indian Health pursuits
that you failed to share your expertise with us. I think you will agres
that our common goal to improve the lot of the Indian people is beginning
to prove fruitful. Much of this success can be contributed to your many
years of outstanding leadership and dedication to the cause of your
people. Their reluctance to see you leave is shared by many others,
myself included, who recognize the contributions you have already made
and who are hopeful that we may continue to call upon you in the future
when we again need the wisdom of your counselling.

On bshalf of the Indian Health Service, I should like to take this
occasion to express our deep appreclation for your cooperation and
assistance and to wish you the utmost success and happiness in your
future endeavors.

Sincerely yours,

s /7
J,/,/;{,M

E. S. Rabeau, M.D.

Assistant Surgeon General
Director, Indian Health Service

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior

1951 Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, D. C. 20242



MRs. HELEN L. PETERSON
718 CORONA STREET — DENVER, COLORADO 80218

May 27, 1969

Honorable Robert 1. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

In the 1950's, when it was unpopular

for BIA personnel to cooperate with

Indian organization, there was a con-
scientious, able young Indian career

man in the Bureau who persisted in

doing 211 that he knew to be right

and helpful for Indians --without de-
manding attention to himself, I might

add., He performed his duties for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in a superior
way and no one ever questioned his

loyalty to his employer. In addition,

at the meetings of the National Congress
of American Indians, there always appeared
among the registrants, the name of Robert
L. Bennett, Oneida. But he didn't just
merely register. During conventions (and
between conventions}!) he accepted and dis-
charged duties that were essential tothe
organization even when they were not glamor-
ous, Robert L. Bennett never asked that
favors be returned; he never sought to pro-
mote himself; he never "demanded,'

For your selfless devotion, unswerving
loyalty to the Indian cause, for your
unfailing good humor, for the symbol you
are to--and of--the Indian people,

admire and respect you, Bob. . This see

a good time to put this in w iting.la)
Sincerely, ;ZE;;;:
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Amsriesn Zndian Devevoprent, Tuc.

500 Zook Building, 431 West Colfax Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80204

PRESIDENT
Royal B. Hassrick
VICE PRESIDENT
Charles E, Trimble
Oglala Sioux

SECRETARY- TREASURER

F. McLaughlin
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Helen L. Peterson

Oglala Sioux
LEGAL COUNSEL

Jane W. McLaughlin

William T, McGlone

MEMBERS

Clarence Acoya
Laguna Pueblo

Dr. L. Loring Brock

Hon. Joseph R. Garry
Coeur d'Alene

Henry Hough

Wanda Kanes
Sac and Fox

Elizabeth W. Morgan

John C. Rainer
Taos Pueblo

Richard Tallbull
Southern Cheyenne

Eugene Trimble
Oglala Sioux

My 27, 1960

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Wea.shington, D. C,

Dea.r Bob:

What a tribute to you that we feel we can call you
"Bob" as we write you on the warm, personal occasion
of the banquet marking your departure from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs,

Each one of us on the board and staff of American
Indian Development sends you congratulations on a
carger in the Bureau of Indian Affairs culmineting
in the Commissionership =~ all handled superbly!

We have appreciated most, perhaps, the quality and

extent of your availability to Indians. The respect,

understanding, and patience you demonstrated as you -
listened to Indians ~-and heard them=-=- are known

and commended,

No Indian Commissioner has served in times that were
any more confused for Indians, or troubled for the
natione, Iack of clear purpose and issues is surely
more difficult to deal with than external threats,
Yet, your steadiness in pursuing proven methods to-
gether with your open mindedness to consider new
ideas were productive of good results,

When Indian confidence and cooperation are so utterly
essential for Indian progress, and when widespread,
enthusiastic support has been made so abundantly clear,
it is incredible that any national political adminis-
tration could even. consider permitting you to leave!
We are happy to hear, however, that you will continue
to serve in the field of Indian affairs, and we are
confident that it will be in a role which will give
you greater freedom and opportunity to be of service
to the Indian people.

Our heartiest good wishesd

Sincerely,
)

P ” ,—;) s v‘,."! ™
/ C,o——r./ 2l 12 KNeeawteohe /

NN

.:/

Royal B. Hassrick
President

Contributions Deductible for Income Tax Purposes



UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

EXECUTIVE SEMINAR CENTER
2440 BANCROFT WAY, ROOM 301
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704

May 27, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs

U. S. Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20242

b dnbeh bidihy LU L T0F 7 ST LT T T TSy

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

The class and I send our sincere appreciation for the meetings you
held with us.

Our concensus is that they were educational, stimulating, and reflected

much wisdom, knowledge and perception. We feel the discussions have
much universal application for a great number of problems confronting

the American society.
We thank you and send you our warm regards and best wishes for the

future.
Sincerely yours,

Cradoc L. Bagshaw
Associate Director

2 Mp

B Hd 52 |




JULIA BUTLER HANSEN COMMITTEE ON
3p DiISTRICT, WASHINGTON APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:
CHAIRMAN=-INTERIOR

Congress of the Wnited States ik,
House of Representatives
Washington, B.E. 20515
May 28, 1969

C:Q .
o
e

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner Bennett:

Your letter of May 26 has arrived and I cannot begin to tell you
how sorry I am that you are leaving the Bureau of Indian Affairs. You
have been reflective of some of the finest and the most constructive
thinking possible for our Indian programs during your tenure. All of
us on the Committee have enjoyed working with you. It is with keenest
disappointment that I and other members of the committee see you leave.

I am deeply sorry and a little incensed that our program of Indian
Affairs has been automatically shoved into the category of partisan
politics. It has no place there., I have withstood efforts in my own
party to make it partisan and I expected that those who talked con=
tinuously of good government in the context of a bipartisan approach
to one of America's great problems would do the same,

I am sure as you leave that this will not be the last time that I
or other members of the Committee will see you, for your deep interest
and your great knowledge of Indian Affairs make it important to Indian
progress and growth that you continue to serve these wonderful people.

You have all my best wishes for the future and my deepest appreciation
for the kind of cooperation you have given and program you have been re-
sponsible for in a very difficult period when funds were so curtailed for
other priorities.,

With my warmest personal regards, I am,

Yours most sincerely,

Julia Butler Hansen, M.kC.
JBH: Terl

cc: Under Secretary of Interior
Russell Train
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May 28, 1969

Honorable Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Commissioner:

Your gracious letter was deeply appreciated, and
will always be a reminder to me of the brilliant and effective

job you did as Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

I recall our personal associations and contacts with
deep pleasure and respect, and feel a sense of regret that you
will no longer be directing the affairs of the Bureau.

Please accept warmest best wishes for the future.
There will always be a special welcome mat out for you if your
travels bring you to Boise and Idaho.

Sincerely,

B Mkl

DON SAMUELSON
GOVERNOR

DS:be



< United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO: May 28 , 1969

Hon. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

Writing is my profession but the writing of this letter
is one of the most difficult tasks I have ever undertaken.

I find it hard to select the words to attempt to convey in
the coldness of black letters on white paper my appreci-
ation of these two years of close association with you.

The Indian Americans are losing from official Federal life
their most understanding, knowledgeable and outspoken
advocate but I find some consolation in knowing of your
intent to continue an active interest in and devotion to
betterment of American Indians. Knowing you, nothing else
could be expected.

I have learned more about American Indians through my
relationship with you than I had gleaned in more than 40
years in newspaper work, and with this education has also
come the realization of the inspiration you personally
have given to so many Indian leaders. The virtual unani-
mous support of Indian leadership was a result of your
wise conduct of BIA activities along new policy lines.

Thank you for your counsel and guidance.

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Bennett and the other members
of your family, some of whom I have met and cooperated
with in trying to inform the uninformed of facts concerning
Federal activities to benefit Indians.

The Office of Public Information staff joins me in these
good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Public Information



dEpPARTMENT Of SOCIAL Justice

national council of the churches Of ChRIST i the usa.

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK, N.V. 10027 telephone: 870-2297

ARthUR s. flemming, president R. h. eOWIN €spy, GENERAL SECRETARY
REV. €. RUSSELL CARTER
OIrector For special ministries

May 28, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Bob:

Your letter of May 26 makes me very sad, as I am sure is true of the
multitude of our friends who hold you in the highest possible regard,
both as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and as a man of integrity
and dedication.

While I know there must be the touch of personal disappointment in the
termination of your relationship as Commissioner, you must carry with
you the priceless conviction you have served exceedingly well and

have so well earned the status of one of the best.

You have meant much to us in the Churches. We knew you could be
counted on and your insights and good sense served well in keeping us

on course.

I wish you all things good, Bob, and sincerely hope our paths will
continue to cross,

Sincgyely,

E. Russell Carter

ERC:hv

REV. 0aVIO RAMAGE, JR., ChaiRman e Rev. €lizaseth miller, vice chairman
A unit of the division of christian Life and mission
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INDIAN AFFAIRS DATA CENTER
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P. O. BOX 2026
ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87103

Mr. Robernt L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairns
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C. 20242
Dear Bob:
As your many years of service to the Government of the United
States and the Indians of America draws to a close, 1 should Like
to express my appreciation for having had the opportunity to work
gorn and with you, in Alaska and here at Albuguerque.
I join your many friends and associates throughout the country
in wishing you the best in the coming years.

Sincernely,

. ,/iﬁ) L
B cef Sz 0
A. W, Bartlett



E 4414

He delighted his Worcester flock and won
their affection with his corncob pipe, his
knowledge of the cartoon character Charlie
Brown, his teas for unwed mothers, his love
of music, his New England frugality and his
Boston-brogued charm.

But he also became known as a perceptive
businessman in his dealings to build a new
hospital and to rebuild a tornadoed college.
His debating background always kept him
garnering the last word.

Since he came to Pittsburgh—on St. Pat-
rick’s Day—he has been a consistent news-
maker, more for himself than his office.

Almost immediately he established a list
of firsts.

He was the first Catholic bishop to visit
the County Workhouse in its 93-year history
and confirmed 21 inmates who were serving
sentences on everything from murder to
morals charges.

He was the first Catholic prelate to speak
before a Methodist general conference in the
226 years of Methodism. And later he became*
the first Catholic bishop to speak at a Lu-
theran church convention in America.

He made 41 round trips to the Rome ses-
sions of the Second Vatican Council where
he served on the principal theological com-
mission.

When he got back he conducted a night
course to explain the council’s declarations.

He still thinks the ideas of the historic
council have not yet filtered down to all the
people. He shrugs that “you can’'t expect in-
stantaneous results from something that far
reaching.”

But he also adds, “Former councils lacked
the means to communicate. It used to b
hard to get the news. Now it's hard to get th
news straight.”

He says he means the news media presegt

. reactions to the news so fast that “before the

real issues are clear, -the bonfires have
started.”

The black-haired, big-eyed cardinal hsgs
consistently impressed others with his many

interests.

Historlans marvel at his collection of St.
. Joan of Arc artifacts, valued at well over

$70,000 and the largest personal collection
in the country.

He speaks fluent Italian and French and
keeps informed on what’s happening in the
world—a throwback to his early newspaper
days.

Asked to sum up Vatican II, an almost all-
consuming interest for a long while, he said:
“The 19th or 20th bishop of Pittsburgh,
probably black, will say, I think, that we did
a reasonably good job. It is a planting. It will
take many years of weeding and cultivating
before reaping a harvest.”

He has been outspoken on soclal issues.

In 1966 he called for a halt to the bombing
of North Vietnam. He refused to talk about
race unless it was the “human race.” He sald
Pope Paul VI gained a “heroic stature” for
his stand against birth control. He told or-
ganized labor it had to fight for social justice.

In Pittsburgh too he crusaded against the
name “morals court,” saying it was being
used to try other offenses and was ruining,
reputations. He was successful in getting it
changed.

He has waged a consistent fight against
alcoholism and has backed proposals helping
alcoholics’ rehabilitation.

As bishop he banned uniform apparel for
children receiving their first communion and
ordered a 10 per cent tithe on diocesan col-
lections for “neighbors in need.”

Cardinal Wright's soaring kite has a
lengthy tailstring of honorary degrees and
merit citations.

His hard-driving demands are sometimes
hard on his staff and he can be inflexible in
how he wants things done.

But John Joseph Cardinal Wright is also a
kind man. The men and women who have
known him the longest love hlm—-peth‘pc
the best testimonial of all i
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The key to Cardinal Wright may be in one
statement he made in a recent interview. “I
love the Catholic Church as I love nothing
else,” he said earnestly. “I don’t think of the
Church as an organization—an institution.
To me it’s the personal presence of Christ in
history.

“I see all truth and all faiths related to the
Church and I think the Church has never
been more powerful, more influential in the
world. The pope is a symbol of permanence
and stability in the midst of chaos.”

This is a man who has stacked all the zeal
and energy and devotion most men put into
family or a career or making money into his

* religion without becoming a fanatic.

He is getting ready now to leave Pitts-
burgh. On the day he learned Pope Paul
named him a cardinal, he said, “I’d spend
the rest of my life in Pittsburgh.” But he
was quick to add, “But I'm ready to go
wherever the pope wants me. We priests ac-
cept our assignments without knowing much
about them.”

But he’s looking forward to the challenges
and opportunities of Rome as he has always
looked forward to every big step in his life.

In his words, ‘“You have to keep saying yes
or you're over the hill.”

John Joseph Cardinal Wright is a
man who isn't ready to start slipping
the other side.

COMMISSIONER BENNETT TO
RETIRE

HON. JULIA BUTLER HANSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 27, 1969

Mrs. HANSEN of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, a notable career in Federal
Government service comes to a close this
coming Saturday. Robert L. Bennett,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, will re-
tire after 36 years, largely in the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

Commissioner Bennett is an Indian
and a graduate of the respected Haskell
Institute at Lawrence, Kans. He pro-
gressed through ranks of the BIA to be-
come a skilled and visionary Commis-
sioner.

The Commissioner recently delivered
a speech at Dartmouth College where he
told of the challenges and achievements
of Indians.

I include the text of his address in the
RECORD:

CULTURAL FACTORS IN THE EDUCATION OF

AMERICAN INDIANS

It might be sald that we are celebrating
two events today—not only the 200th anni-
versary of Dartmouth College, but also the
revival, during the 1960's, of public concern
for the educational well-being of American
Indian youth. Because Dartmouth was
founded with a primary purpose of providing
higher education for Indians, I am most
gratified to have this distinguished forum to
discuss publicly those aspects of Indian edu-
cation which particularly require the at-
tention groups such as this.

Since both Dartmouth and the American
Indians pre-date the American Republic it-
self, it is plain that both possess & remark-

able abllity to adjust to the ever-changing
shape and pace of America’s cultural, social
and political life. In our time, however. those
changes seem to be coming so swiftly and so
irrevocably that we are all put to test to
maintain the socio-political equilibrium.
Dartmouth, like other educational institu-

tlons, is not immuno from the prmure‘ n‘or‘
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are the Indian citizenry of this Nation. I am
convinced that the responses of the great
colleges like Dartmouth to the needs of peo-
ple such as Indians will be a significant fac-
tor in determining the forml and substance
of the new American society.

Although Indians are a very small minority
in this country—the Indian population is
well under a million—there is considerable
new political action taking place among the
Indian communities. For' more than a hu:n-
dred years Indians had remained the siolid
and silent prototypes of what the white man
alleged they were. But, today, Indian yvoung
people have moved in upon the fronts of com-
munity action. The Indian warrior today is
fighting his great battle on the social level.
He has abandoned the arrow and the musket
for books and public platforms.

The transition from obscurity to a con-
spicuous role in contemporary political affairs
Has not been an easy one for the new genera-
tion of Indian youth. It has been accom-
panied by some confusion as to goails, some
hostility to the dominant society, and a great
deal of defensiveness in the way Indians see
themselves. These are traits that characterize
many of the social activists in this country
today; but in the Indian they are often more
acute because the culture gap between In-
dians and other Americans is wide and deep.

There are fundamental differences, how-
ever, between Indian social action and some
of the current social movements by other
groups. Indian youth are motivated by the
desire to stabilize their communities, not dis-

" rupt them; to make them more economically

viable rather than more dependent upon gov-
ernment largesse. They are turning to the
government for increasing help but are re-
jecting the paternalism that was the core of
the special federal-Indian relationship for so
many decades.

“We are building, not burning,” is the way
one youthful Indian leader puts it. It is in-
deed true. From Florida to Alaska, there are
evidences that building is going on in In-
dian communities. Not merely construction
of facilities, like homes and schools and
water and power lines and roads. Community
spirit is building up, too. The voices of the
Indian people are beginning to be heard on
matters of resources development, environ-
mental control, and education of their
children.

Such constructive activities as these can
be sustained only through an educated lead-
ership. Indians understand the tremendous
importance to themselves of quality educa-
tion and equality of educational opportunity.
The various tribes invest about $20 million
annually in college scholarships; and during *
the past three years that I have served as
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Bureau
of Indian Affairs contributed 'mother $10
million for higher education aid.

The vast majority of young Indian men
and women today are seeking not to close
the gates of the colleges, but to force open
gates to institutions that have hitherto had
few if any Indians among the student ranks.

Even so, only about 20 percent of the In-
dian college age population continues school~
ing beyond high school, whereas the national
rate exceeds 40 percent. There are serious
blocks to their success in school and col-
lege—financial need being one, but the cul-
ture gap being an even greater obstacle. For
this reason, the educational needs of Amer-
ican Indians must necessarily be viewed from
the perspective of the American Indian cul-
ture, and the special education requirements
it imposes upon our schools.

This is the area in which Dartmouth
College could, with singular appropriateness,
assume a leading role in broadening educa-
tional opportunities for Indians. What could
be more in keeping with the spirit of this
200th pnniversary celebration than to spon-
sor a nationwide effort to develop educational
programs that accommodate to the needs
of Indlan students? The focus is needed
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equally at the college preparatory and the
college levels.

Dartmouth is already moving in such a di-
rection. I commend to the attention of all
communities the program called A.B.C.—"A
Better Chance.” It is a program that works
with maximum effectiveness when a high
school and a college both participate. Dart-
mouth is participating in A.B.C. with the
town of Hartford, Vermont, situated across
the Connecticut River from Dartmouth’s site
in Hanover, New Hampshire. Hartford has
opened its high school—and, more than
that, its heart—to educationally and socially
disadvantaged youngsters from many parts
of the country. This year Hartford is pro-
viding schooling, board and room, for ten
Indian boys, and Dartmouth is providing
tutorial services mneeded by those boys to
qualify them for entrance into the College.

Dr. McGean, Secretary of the College—and
to whom I am indebted for the invitation
to be the speaker at this bicentennial—in-
forms me that the townspeople of Columbia
are also eager to launch an A.B.C. pro-
gram. I hope it will be possible. There would
be no more fitting locale than here, where
Dartmouth’'s founder, Dr. Wheelock, began
his teaching services to Indians as head of
Moor’s Charity School more than two cen-
turies ago. >

The need for charity is hardly less today
than it was in Dr. Wheelock’s day. I do not
mean charity in the narrow sense that im-
plies an obligation of the more affluent to
provide for the poor, but charity in the
broad sense of kindliness and understand-
ing. These are the qualities that Indian stu-
dents need most desperately to feel within
the school environment; because when they
are absent the relevance of education de-
clines precipitously for them. This is a cul-
tural response on their part which cannot
be ignored in our desire to stimulate the
intellectual response.

Indians are frustrated by the tendency
of most other Americans either to roman-
ticize and stylize them on the one hand,
or, on the other, to minimize their place
in our society. Even after 200 years, and in
spite of the purposeful efforts of many In-
dian leaders today to be involved with the
non-Indian world, most Indians are still a
people apart, still strangers in their own
land.

Even while adopting the outward aspects’
of modern American life, Indians today,._
as a whole, are probably less fully attuned
to the non-Indian lifeway than many of
them were in the early part of the last Cen-
tury. Some of the Eastern tribes in those
days assumed with ease and great success
such European culture add-ons as system-
atic farming and formal schooling.

Back in the days when Oklahoma was
Indian Territory, Indian groups operated
schools and colleges that later formed the
core of the State's public school system. This
kind of leadership in education on the part
of Indians has been absent for many, many
years, except in individual instances. It is
only now beginning to reappear, currently
in the form of Indian demands for control
of elementary and secondary schools serv-
ing their children. The new interest in edu-
cation is prompted by a sense of frustra-
tion with the average school program that
ignores the Indiarn cultural background.

Indians today feel threatened by the pres-
sures now foreing total assimilation, he-
eanna they fenr Lhe lors of thelr relf-ldentity,
ol Tndian and helng aware of L AUp-
tilned them during years of oppression,
They challenge the motives of those who
would make them less Indian, They seek from
education the ability to be both Americans
and Indians. An either/or cholce is intol-
erable to them. Because Indian history, and
Indian contributions to the bullding of this
Nation, are an integral part of our national
history, Indians ask that these facts be fully
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acknowledged within the framework of our
educational programs. Only when other
Americans recognize the full significance of
the Indian role in the making of the nation
will the Indian people of today be accorded
their rightful place of dignity and social ac-
ceptance within the American ecumene.
The Indian’s determination to retain his
identity has contributed to a social phenom-
enon in modern America—the revival of
tribalism. To be sure, today’s tribalism has
little in common with primitive tribalism,

other than to retain remnants of the religious -

orientation of the Indian society. Today's
tribal structures are usually modeled upon
American governmental forms, and the ob-
jectives and services of tribal governments
are, broadly speaking, comparable to those of
county governments. The new tribalism is
multi-ethnic in character, as is the Indian
cutlure itself. Indian lifeways have been
modified by the Spanish horse and Spanish
weaving and by the industrious, acquisitive
English mores. They have also been modified
by the trade and agriculture schools of the
19th and early 20th Centuries, and by com-
mercialized farming and motorized deep-sea
fishing; by World War II and the enlistments
of thousands of young Indian men; by air
transportation and rocketry. Native Alaskans
man the defense early warning system on the
Arctic, Navajos and others assemble intricate
electronic devices for space exploration, and
the tribes are turning to computers to help
keep account of their natural resources.
But the new Indian doesn’t always feel
comfortable in his new role. The tenor of
Indian thinking is well expressed by a stu-
dent who recently graduated from the fed-
eral Institute of American Indian_Arts in

. Santa Fe. He composed a brief piece of poetry

that is memorable to me not alone because it
demonstrates literary artistry but also be-
cause of is revealing undertone of bravado.
It goes like this:

‘“We shall learn-all these devices the white
man has.

‘““We shall handle his tools for ourselves.

“We shall master his machinery and his in-
ventions, his skills, his medicine, his
planning;

“But we'll retain our beauty.

““And still be Indian.”

Some Indians, like myself, walk always in
two worlds, trying to maintain the perspec-
tives of both and to draw unto ourselves the
best of both. This is not always done with
ease, yet it is the course that must be walked
by all American Indian children growing
up today. It will be harder for them than
it was for me, because the gap between the
traditional Indian lifeway and the new tech-
nological society is far greater than was the
gap between rural and city 1ift in the earlier
part of this Century. Some of the traits

. and values that are the very core of contem-

porary American society are totally alien to
theig Indian upbringing. They must learn
to live by the new code, yet their heritage

cautions them against foolishly abondoning *

the basic values of the old.

To be sure, thousands upon thousands of
Indians have already become a part of
present-day city and suburban American life,
But many thousands more remain in their
traditional home environs, on or near their
reserved lands. They live in a sub-culture
which is too often made up of the worst
aspects of Ameriean clvilization mitigated
only by remnanis of n simpler and more
orderly Hfeway, Poverty 1a the common ohord

shared by nearly all rural Indlans today, The

economic depression of the more isolated
communities is exceeded only by the atmos-
phere of social depression. These are the
conditions that today’s Indian leadership is
trying to combat.

From such rural environments comes the
booming Indian population. Seventy-five
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percent of today’s Indians is under the age of
25 years!
These are the young people for whom I

have such great concern. These young people -

are the hope for rebuilding the Indian-owned
lands and for the making of a new Indian
culture that can live compatibly and co-
equally with the whole American community.

These Indian youth are usually very sen-
sitive—sometimes hyper-sensitive—to the
differences between themselves and others.
They tend to deal with slights, real or
imagined, by snubbing the offender forever.
This is a form of censure that derives from
the Indian culture; but outside the Indian
culture it has the unfortunate effect of ex-
hausting the patience and goodwill of many
non-Indians. Such niceties of social behavior
point up the culture difference between In-
dians and other Americans.

Although Indian students are attending
colleges and universities today in unprece-
dented numbers, many find the experience
an endurance test that exceeds their capac-
ity. Very few institutions—either secondary
or collegiate—have attempted seriously to
help them through the adjusiment period.
They need academic help to enable them to
progress in the classrooms, and they need
social help in accommodating to the alien
patterns of student life.

Most high schools, and colleges as well,
tend to polarize rather than synthesize the
cultural differences between Indian students
and others. Perhaps this is a large part of
the reason why so few Indians are to be found
today in colleges like Dartmouth.

It may also be argued, of course, that In-
dians are not in the Ivy League because there
are no longer many Indians in the East.
It is true that most tribes, including those
for whom Dartmouth was founded, were
long ago moved westward. They generally
‘tend today to think of themselves as west-
erners and to look only to western schools
for their education. Even my owq1 people, the
Oneidas, to whom upstate New York was
homeland, are now very much a part of the
Wisconsin scene.

Indian students today are found predomi-
nantly in schools in the west—in the State
universities and land grant colleges; and in
such places as Fort Lewis *College in Dur-
ango, Colorado, or Bacone College in Okla-
homa, both of which were, like Dartmouth,
founded largely for purposes of providing
higher education for Indians. A few institu-
tions in the West, most notably thus far in
Arizona and New Mexico, have established
special centers for furtherance of Indian af-
fairs studies. The University of New Mexico
has established a special program in law
studies for American Indians, to encourage
the entrance of more Indians into the legal
profession. Arizona State University and the
the University of Arizona-both encourage
Indians to enter the teaching profession and
are developing new programs for teachers of
Indian children which include the teach-
ing of English as a second language and the
teaching of Indian history.

Indians have not found a like degree of
interest and concern in the institutions lo-
cated in more casterly parts of the country.
I wish a more intensive effort couid be made
to attract Indians to schools outside their
own regions because the ultimate effect
would be to give tremendous new breadth
to Indian thinking and to Indian under-
standing of thelr own country,

T6 Ia not enough to offer soholarships,
granta and loans to the Indian students who
are the cream of eraduating classes of the
better high schools and academies. My con-
cern is that the less well academically and
socially prepared have an opportunity to
broaden their backerounds so that they, too,
can._compete successfully in such academic
environments as Dartmouth offers.
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They need such programs as A.B.C. They
need, also, programs such as the transitional
year that Yale has Instituted. I have no
doubts about the ultimate abilities of In-
dian children to perform as capably as any
others in the classrooms. In fact, in the
earlier elementary years they do somewhat
better than average. The slump comes in
the early ’teens, when chronic deficiencies
in mastering the English language are com-
pounded by chronic feelings of social frustra-
tion.

Within the school environment, whether
it.be a public high school or a private acad-
emy or a college, Indian students need to be
re-assured that they truly belong within the
American society. They need to know that
their teachers and their peers hold them in
regard for their own worth as individuals. It
is not enough to pay them passing tribute
because they are the First Americans; they
ask to be recognized as a vital part of the
fabric 6f America today.

What Indian youth hope to find in school
is the experience of achievement that will
sustain them and help obliterate the feel-
ing of being born losers that engulfed their
parents and their grandparents.

I believe my observations are sufficient to
suggest ways in which the educational insti-
tutions of this country can help Indians
toward the feeling and the reality of achieve-
ment.

As for the general public, typified by the
townspeople of Columbia, Connecticut, there
are other ways to help. The A.B.C. program
is one. Your continuing public awareness and
active interest in Indian education is an-
other.

Your tax dollars are contributing to the
education of about 100,000 or more Indian
youngsters in public high schools throughout
the country. Federal ald is available to those
schools, often to a greater extent than it is
employed, to provide the special language
and counseling and related supplementary
education services that many Indians re-
quire. You can help assure that funds are
used more effectively for Indians in public
schools. 5

Your tax dollars .are also contributing to
the education of about 50,000 Indian young-
sters in the federal day and boarding schools
that serve Indians who cannot attend public
schools—either because none are available or
because their needs are such that they re-
quire supplementary services not provided by
their public schools. Federal boarding schools
today operate on a per capita student budget
of about 81,650 annually—half the amount
expended in the operation of a first-rate pri-
vate preparatory school. We cannot do justice
to Indian youth on such a pennypinchin
scale. The schools need expert counselors an
corps of teacher specialists in all flelds—the
price for which comes high, and the competi-
tion for which is usually won by the afluent
. and progressive high school systems in more
urban areas.

Where there is the will, a way can usually
be devised. Indian youth today have the will
to build a better world for themselves and
their people. You, the public, can help pave
the way, by being informed and concerned.
I have confidence that the educational com=-
munity of America—and the general public—
will respond to the yearning and the need of
Indian young people and pave the way for
more of them to move out of the shadows of
limited educational opportunity. When all
of them have access to the best in education
this country has to offer, and the most they
can absorb, then the Indian people will no
longer feel like strangers in their own land.

In any way that I can help, I shall always
do so to the ultimate of my own ability and
influence, for the problem of making quality
education avallable to Indian children is
always the matter of uppermost concern to
me,
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In a sense, this is my valedictory. At the
end of this month, I plan to withdraw from
my position as Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs. I shall not, however, withdraw from
active participation in efforts to foster the
betterment of the Indian citizenry of this
country. For most of the 35 years I have
given to public service, the service has been
in the area of Indian affairs. It has been my
life—and my life interest will go on. Perhaps,
with release from the administrative respon-
sibilities, will come the ability to be more
active within the general community—and
80 I'look forward to closer contact with inter-
ested people such as yourselves.

And, because old Indians never die, I look
forward to the next 200 years of friendship
with Dartmouth.

SEX EDUCATION—PARENTS “TAKE)

ACTION

HON. JOHN R. RARICK

OF LOUISIANA
IN YHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 27, 1969

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, the pattle
by congerned parents to stop immoral-
ity and)\ perversion from entering their
schools s now nationwide.

The upfortunate situation iy that in
most Stabes instead of the sex panderers
seeking tq legitimatize their/nefarious

- design on youth they have bgen able to

sneak into the education field and force
the outraged parents to
defense of their children by restricting
and outlawihg the pornographic edu-
cation.

It is unfortunate that many of these
concerned paxents havg¢ not yet fol-
lowed the example of thgse who brought
suit in the name of rgligious freedom
under the Constitutiony to protect their
children from Gbd in/the schools. Fur-
ther, in many Stated it is a criminal
offense for anyong tg contribute to the
delinquency of a minpr child, even in the
guise of “educations/

Clearly the extremists in the field of
perverting the mingls of our youth under
the guise of sex/ equcation programs
have disturbed a/hoxnet’s nest and it
is probably only A matter of time until
criminal actiony and\other litigation
arises. And I f¢el confident that once

this evil monstler is brought out into.
the open with/all of it§ unwholesome

and unnatural/objectives it will be com-
pletely removed from any program of
compulsory education..

Mr. Speakegr, I include, following my
remarks, a /resolution from the Mis-
sourians for/ National Security, a letter
from Mrs. Frances H. Purcell, of Rock
Island, Ill.,/and a news clipping\from the
local paper.

The courts were used to get God out
of schools—surely the courts can Re used
to .get compulsory pornography ‘oput.

The material referred to follows:

Sr. Louis, Mo.,.
i May 17, 1969.
Hon. JOHN R. RARICK, :
House gf Representatives,
House QOffice Building,
Washington, D.C. : 4
My D MR, RARICK: For what assistance

it may be worth to you in connection withi member of the Rock Island Senlor High\

"catioR

#'trist willia

. is unnatura

ome to the’
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your House Resolution 329, there follows the
text of a resolution adopted by Missourians
for National Security: ;
‘‘Whereas Missourians for National Sequ-
rity\have become aware of a massive drivd to
estallish compulsory and detalled sex edu-
in the public schools of our Ngtion
beginhing with kindergarten pupils, such
drive primarily being led by SIECUS, and
“Whereas we approve the teaching of phy-
sical hygiene and proper health hapits as
well as\biological facts at suitable ages, we
are unalterably opposed to the promption of
the “new morality” regarding inters¢xual re-
lations, perversions, and/or other ‘Situation
jhics” ad expounded by SIECUS iy the kin-
gergarten \or elementary grades, apd
¥ “Whereds we are in accord with Psychia-
McGrath, M.D., of Phoenizx, Ari-
zona, who stated ‘Premature inferest in sex
and will arrest or distort the de-
velopment df the personality. Jex education
should not Qe foisted upon chjfldren; should
not begin in\the grade schools. Anyone who

would delibenately arouse the/child’s curios- ~

ity or stimuldte his unready/ mind to trou-
bled sex preocg¢upations oughft to have a mill-
stone tied aroynd his neck and be cast into
the sea,’ therefqre, be it
“Resolved, That Missourians for National
Security, by undnimous vafte, go on record in
full support of House Regolution 329, which
would establish a ten-man committee to con-
duct a thorough\and pepetrating investiga-
tlon into the operatiohs and tax-exempt
status of SIECUS.\
Sincerely,
Howarp ROBB,
Chairman, ssourians for National
Security.

ocx IsLAND, ILL.,

May 15, 1969.
N N. MITCHELL,
tice,

Attorney General Jon
U.S. Department of J
Washington, D.C.

DEAR'ATTORNEY GENERAL MITCHELL: Sex ed-

ucation courses have Neen introduced into
the curriculum of/the Sthte of Illinois School
District #41, County of Rock Island, City of
Rock Island, public schools.

These sex education courses and the in-
structional material used {n said courses has
been approved py the offite of the Superin-
tendent of Edubation and the Board of Edu-
cation of said public school\ district.

Staff members of the Syperintendent of
Education Office and duly| ‘elected School
Board of Education membens have publicly
stated that fhe sex education courses are
permissive; that parents of minor children
are informed of the content ¢f the instruc-
tional material being used in\sex education
courses; thgt they are permitte¢d to view all
audio-visuall, visual aid and teXtbook mate-
rial used in the sex education dourse before
any part of it is used in the instruction of
their mingr child.

These e persons have publicly stated
that no Religious Morality Guidelines are
taught, nor can they be, since by law, No
Religion ¢an be taught in public schools.

Having| given careful considerati¢gn to the
above statements, I, Frances H. Purcell, citi-
zen of the United States of Amerida, State
of Illingis, County of Rock Island, \City of
Rock Island, do herewith petition the Attor-
ney General of these United States| for a
redress of grievances in behalf of my \minor
child, Mildred E. Lawrence, for the follpwing
reasons:

(1) I was not afforded the opportunity to

preview ALL sex education instructional ma-
terial being used in the eleventh grade of
the RO Island Senior High School befpre
sald material was taught my minor child,
a duly enrolled student of sald grade in said
school.,

(2) I did not recelve a notice from any




STATE OF MICHIGAN

COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

IGERRAK RAMKEY, Governor EYPACRTIVE, RS
illiam Go Milliken Soult Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783
DEPARTMEKI% OF SOCIAL SERVICES Telephone: 906 635-5021
R. BERNARD HOUSTON, Director 213 West SPI'U.CQ St.

P.0. Bex 566
May 29, 1969

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:
Your letter of May 26, 1969 is acknowledged.

Your kind comments have been noted and please be assured they are all
appreciated.

The sociological issues that involve our people continue to haunt us.
While great strides to ameliorate the existing socio=economic mala-
justments have been accomplished, the fact remains intact that our
Indians remain within the influential spheres of the detrimental im=
pact of discrimination and prejudice. It has been my thought that

an Indian occuping the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs repre-
sented the pinnacle insofar as a sympathetic realizations of the depth
and breadth of existing problems are concerned.

In a momentary departure from my official position and capacity, I wish
to state that our Indians will again be subjected to the inevitable
period of policy readjustments. This facet of our political ironies
have plagued our Indian people for years untold.

While we face the realities that are associated with a political trans=
ition, may we wish you the best as you tread the pathways of a new
future.

With kind ‘ersonal regards, B

/ ” /5,4/1/6/&/14/

Herman E, Cameron, Director
Commission on Indian Affairs

MICHIGAN. HEC/st

THE
GREAT
LAKE
STATE



HAffiliated Cribes of Dorthwest Tndians

29 May 1969

PRESIDENT: ® EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
ANGELA BUTTERFIELD
] TRIBAL COUNCIL
SHOSHONE BANNOCK TRIBES
FORT HALL, IDAHO

EARL OLD PERSON
TRIBAL COUNCIL
BLACKFEET TRIBE
BROWNING, MONTANA

The Honorable Robert L. Bennett

1ST VICE PRESIDENT:
JAMES ELY
TRIBAL COUNCIL
SALIBI AT UG TRRA YIRS Commissioner of Indian Affairs .
: . P
S R Pepa?tment of the Interior .=
ROBERT B. JIM dashlngton, D, G, 20242 :
TRIBAL COUNCIL : rTa
YAKIMA TRIBE .
TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON Dear Ilr. Bennett: .:
3RD VICE PRESIDENT: : B=
ALEX SHERWOOD . :' o>
byt o Thank you for your letter of May 26th expressing your H s
WELLPINIT, WASHINGTON gratitude for our support. I have been told of the party §| -y
SEGRETARY: planned in your honor on the occasion of your retirement ; ==
. . . . . 3 . [ ¢ had
TRIBAL COUNCIL from the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Thisi{ o>
i g g i TN retirement is not by your choosing but at the request of °
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: the new Administration and is certainly a time of great
sorrow for all who know you and know what you stand for.

LUCY F. COVINGTON
TRIBAL COUNCIL
I have been asked by some leaders of the Northwest to

COLVILLE TRIBE
NESPELEM, WASHINGTON
write a letter on behalf of the Affiliated Tribes of North-

TREASURER:
west Indians expressing our sentiments to you on this

LYMAN TRAHAN
TRIBAL COUNCIL

SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES
ST. IGNATIUS, MONTANA :
occaslione.

I know I will be forgiven by the ATNI for choosing instead to continue the
battle for your retention as our Commissioner as expressed in copy of enclosed
I believe that the

letter written to Senator Everett M. Dirksen on this date.
Indians of the Northwest would rather be remembered by you as continuing to fight
Let it never be said that

even though defeated by seemingly over-whelming odds.
we of the Northwest fell by the wayside or defected, in this effort.

This letter to Senator Dirksen with copies to Senators Jordan, Fannin,
Allot, Hatfield, Hansen and Goldwater can be remembered by you as an indication

of our feeling for you.
Respectfully, sincerely, and most affectionately,

Angela Butterfield’/(Mrs.)

EZxecutive Director
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians

Barl 0ld Person, President
Lucy Covington, Secretary
Dr. Paschal Sherman, Legal Adviser

cc:
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29 May 1969

The Homorable Everett McKimley Dirksen
Senate Minerity leader Re: Robert L. Bemnett

United States Senate Retention as Commissioner
Ha‘hing‘oﬂ, P. C, 396‘*2 of Indian Affairs

Dear HMr., Dirksen:

Thank you for your letter of April 9, 1969 which told
me you were bringing my letter of March &th to the aiten-
tion of the White House. I am very grateful to you for
your interest in this matter and it is only because of
this indication of your interest that I am encouraged
enough to approach you again.

We Indians have tried every way knowa to us to let
the proper people in the United States Government kuow
how highly we regard our present Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Bennett. Despite our best efforts,
we are faced with the seemingly hopeless fact that we are

to have a different Commissioner.

We have been told that Mr. Bennett was asked "by the Department” to resign;
which he did. W¥e have been told that Secretary of Interior Hickel has beem quoted
as saying he has "interviewed literslly dozens" of persons, seeking an individual
who can “earry out the department's Indian programs.”

Without meaning to offend anyone, may I ask just what Mr. Hickel has in mind
when he refers to "the Department's Indian Progrsms"? And why are we Indians not
entitled to help in the implementation of these programs? Vhat hope for success
can there be for these programs without our whole~hearted involvement?

We have been told the names of some of the people who are now being consider-
ed for the position of Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Our reaction to some of
these candidates varies from tolerant amusement to outright alarm. It is unfair
to expect anyone else to begin to measure up to Mr. Bennett, because in our eyes,
he has no equal. The Affiliasted Tribes of Northwest Indians as well as the
National Congress of American Indians have never wavered in our support of him.

Won't you, as a man of compassion continue to intercede for us?
Host sineertly.
cct Semator Jordan 7%
Senator Fanmnin

Senatar AXLath Angela Butt.rtiold Q
Senater Batfisld Exeecutive Director’ ATNI

Senator Hansen

A
venator Godlwater
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‘BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

in ]
recognition of faithful and :
efficient performance of duty this

¢ e Achievement

is awardeod t o

for outstanding s ervice to the indian
people of this n ation 1933 to

"‘:Ou'"ﬂ'uﬁﬂ'

e
:
g‘
i
|

EDZ®AR L. WIGHT RICHARO®O J. KEATING
| Director, Instructional Chief Division of
| S ervice Centercr Iinstructional S ervices

1SC. 1969
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Commissioner DATE: May 29, 1969
FROM Assistant Commissioner for Administration
SUBJECT: Your retirement

AW HELL!!!

Assistant Commissioner

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds -



2 United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 29, 1969

Honorable Robert L.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Several months ago when I booked you into the Newhouse Hotel
(now an old folks' home) in Salt Lake City, little did I know that
you would soon be eligible for residency there and that we would
be writing you this letter.

Those of us who have been associated with you, however, know
that because of your '"youngness' in heart you have won a place in
the hearts and minds of all young Indians. Your character and
manner in dealing with Indian people by placing your confidence
and faith in them in planning their own destiny can now be seen and
will surely be reflected in the years to come.

The overwhelming expressions of support you have received from
the Indian people should be a source of satisfaction and will be
helpful in your future partnership with them. We wish to join those
thousands in wishing you the best of everything in the future and we
consider it a privilege to have known and been associated with you
during your term as Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Sincerely, ( )

- /’
/ y ST
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Pe\!f'ygr’/ and Flla Mae Horse

P. S. We appreciate your generosity in '"sending'' us as your personal
emissaries to the Crow celebration in Montana last year.
Perry's eloquent remarks in your behalf held the assembled
crowd spellbound for almost a minute until he forgot what he was
going to say and had to fake it.



iN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FORT APACHE INDIAN AGENCY
WHITERIVER, ARIZONA 85941

i

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C.
Dear Bob:

I was greatly surprised to see a notice of your retirement from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs on May 30, 1969.

Although, our acquaintance has been relatively short throughout
my service in the Bureau, I have been aware of your efforts
towards betterment of both soclal and economic conditions for
Indian people in the Aberdeen and Alaska Areas, prior to your
appointment as Commissioner.

During your tenure as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Indian
people and Bureau employees have developed a great respect for

you and your objectives. Your efforts toward involving the Indian
people more and more in decision making and acceptance of
responsibility, will no doubt have a lasting effect on the future
progress of the American Indian.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

z

Superintendent



./4rizona jnclian ./4550a°aﬁon

Jzﬁuuntinq The Ondian dual[}nan dV(o‘ntﬂ[_y Pubflication

3224 W. Larkspur Drs
Phoenix, Arizona 85029
May 31, 1969

Mr., Robert L. B‘nn‘tt,
Commissioneyr of Indian Affalrs
U. 5. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C, 20242

Dear Mr. Bennetb:

Your letter of May 26, addressed to My, Edward R. Dawenport,
immedliate past president of the Arizona Indlan Association, will
be shared with members of our organlization. It has been forward-
ed to Mr. Davenport,

As you know, the Arizona Indian Associatlion strongly supporte
ed your retention in office, and the announcement of your resigna-
tion was received with sadness and a sense of personal loss on the
part of our members and officeps,.

Although we are far removed from Washington, you were no
stranger to us because you were interested enough to visit us
personally and to take positive action to render to the off-
reservation and urban Indians the assistance they have long
been denied. We have no doubt that, had you remained in office,
the many progressive steps taken in that direction would have cul-
minated in serving the needs of the forgotten Indian in the citles.
It is our fervent hope that your successor will continue along the

trall you have opened up.

We take Ppleasure in knowing that you will continue to devote
your efforts to the Indian people in other capacitles., In behalf
of the Arizona Indian Assoclatlion we extend to you our sincere
gratitude for a diffieult Job well done and our warmest wishes
for the future. )

Sinﬁrrclj ours, i:> ,7
A0 Bn Wato

Clinton M., Pedro,
President
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Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Dear Mr. Bennett:

There has been a lot of progress and inroads made for the benefit of
the American Indians during your tenure as our Commissioner of Indian
Affairs.

Your presence at various Indian functions and festivities has been
encouraging to us Indians and has lent prestige to the occasions.

Thank you for being present and sharing the honor bestowed upon me

as the Outstanding American Indian of the Year during the All American
Indian Days at Sheridan, Wyoming. I am grateful for the kind words
you spoke to those in attendance on my behalf.

We wish you well and God's blessing in your future endeavors.

Sincerely yours,

a 77 f /
Fern Thompson Fisher
Indian Home Living Counselor
Branch of Housing Development, BIA
P. 0. Box 3785
Portland, Oregon 97208



He Walks Tall Among Men

(A Tribute To The Honorable Robert L. Bennett)

Now, there is a man we all know,
A Robert L. Bennett by name.

He's quiet, quick of wit, and so
Much a giant of a man by fame.

He urged Indians to act soon:
"Become a part of today's world,
Be the first to go to the moon,
Help get basic programs unfurled,

Try for education quality,

And strive for better homes, also,
Expand your economy,

Improve health. Now, get up and go!'

The guiding hand of fate cloaked him
With the robe of LEADER OF MEN,

The role he played so straight and trim,
That took him far from Wisconsin,

To the lands of the great Southwest,
Where the sun shines long and hard,

To the heart of the Northland's best,
Where winters are held in regard.

Then to D.C. he came, to share
With us his wisdom and friendliness,
His compassion, charm, and great care.
He earned our respect, we confess!

(Aside to Bob)

And now we shall remember you
Henceforth, until the end of time,
As the man who walks tall and true
Down Life's path, modest and sublime.

Best Wishes Always!

@MW

Otis J. Mor




Dear Mr. Bennett:

Of all the letters we gals in Congressional Relations either
write or rewrite, we all agree this one is the most difficult.

It always seemed that when we were ready to push the 'panic"
button you just happened to stop by and had a bit of your own
special humor to drop in the "hopper" which inveritably erased
the pressure. We will all certainly miss those particular rays
of sunshine which you added to our work-a-day life.

In all seriousness though, each one of us want to take this
opportunity to extend to you and your family our best wishes for
many hours of relaxation, happiness and success in any future
endeavors you embark upon in the years ahead.

Don't forget us and do come see us often.

Sincerely yours, (gotta be formal)
/% g% 4/4/4/

; %%A/ é%/
P. S. This was written with mixed emot1 ns. We are sure you've

heard the definition of "mixed emotions". But, just in case you
haven't, it's a man watching his mother-in-law driving his new
1969 Cadillac over a cliff.




Dear Admiral:

Fine to have you aboard, as an Admiral of the Flagship
Fleet. The membership will be better because you are
with us.

Your membership card and a copy of the house rules book-
let are enclosed. As soon as your framed certificate has
been completed, it will be presented to you by a member of
our staff. Please sign your card in the space provided.

You will find the Club rooms pleasant and convenient. And
you will find some especially capable young women, the
Skippers, willing and able to be of service to you. Use the
Club as often as you can; you will enjoy it.

Cordially,

o
N

C. R. $mith
Fleet Admiral

Enclosures



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE
820 SOUTH MAIN
ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA
57401

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, 'The Great Oneida Chief and Leader'":

How come you are quitting before me?? All these years, in my spare
moments, I've been making a red velvet carpet, so we could roll it

out for you to tread on when you come to retire me. I guess I'11l

just have to roll it back up, put it in the attic among my souvenirs
and just retire from the Service calm, cool and collected as I entered
back in the dark ages, November 21, 1921, at Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.

I was a young, dark-eyed Pocahontas, full of pep and vinegar, eager

to learn the "civilized" ways of my white brothers.

In 1950 when I first came to Aberdeen we were all together above

Webb's Shoe Store. I remember there was a Legion Clubroom right

across the hall from us and every so often we were missing one or
two of our co-workers.

The Area Office Christmas parties were something to remember. We
would draw names and have a nice party among ourselves. 1 remember
one year you drew Mr. Spaulding's name and what did you give him? --
the biggest, rosiest, polished apple. (As years went by I found out
that there were other ways of ''polishing the apple' that I didn't
quite have the hang of.

I used to dance in those days too, and how I loved to dance to your
"Joan Castle' piano playing. I've hung up my dancing shoes since.
Too hard on the old ticker.

I think I've said just about all the nonsense I can think of and if
I had some cute little pictures I'd stick them on here. I think
you can remember me better without them, however, because pictures
never do me justice anyway.

Wherever you go to retire I hope it will be a healthy, long and happy
one with you and yours. You lived through that big earthquake in
Alaska —-- you can take this nice and easy. As my dear fellow-tribesman,
Ben Reifel, would say: '"Cante tinsya mani, na towa nihakab u kin han
insya hompa nitawa kin ki pi pte nacece."

Yours sincerely,

1 . >
o ] i g/
S ¥ /.”ﬂt‘//ﬁqi«(ﬁ,_;f’ / = }
b
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Say-go-le

Dear Bob:

Do not hesitate to call on some of the Oneida Indians
should you come to this area at any time. The latch to
our hogan will always be open to you.

How are the Little Johns 7.

Elijah



Honorable Robert L. Bennet
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Bob,

Cleme and | wish you a continuing fruitful life as you leave the
Federal Service. You are turning over the important work of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and | am certain you feel that
many of your plans and desires to assist the Indian people have
not been completed. But you made great progress!

Looking back over the years to the Uintah and Quray Reservation
where we both started our Bureau service, | can think of so many
pleasant days we spent together. You taught an Atlantic Ocean-
oriented New Jerseyite how to fish the water of the Whiterocks
and Uintah Rivers. We played golf on our self-constructed and
maintained course, driving over the old bandstand on the Fort
Duchesne parade ground. We went to dances together and, when
you were playing piano in the band | danced with Lucille. We
took the boys, Johnny and Willie P. to town on Saturdays, some-
times for haircuts. | remember hosting the Bennetts at the
traveling circus in Roosevelt because | wanted the boys to see
an elephant. | think we got as big a bang out of watching them
as they did, getting their first look at the clowns and the few
animals there were in that moth-eaten menagerie. | remember the
time you beat out the strains of Blue Hawaii on the piano at a
P.T.A. benefit while | danced the Hula in some kind of grass
skirt over long underwear. Well, we had lots of fun and were
close friends there at the old Fort Duchesne. | was honored
when you named your third son, Leo Arnold.

You worked hard after you transferred to Washington, going to
law school and you had predicted, | remember, that some day

you would be the Indian Commissioner. And it did happen just
after our meetings in Alaska where you were Area Director. Your
appointment by President Lyndon Johnson was perhaps the best one
he made. There may have been some who thought the job as too
tough but | never doubted your ability to handle it for one
second. You have done more than confirm my faith by being the
best Commissioner of Indian Affairs this country has ever had.
This is not only my own opinion, it is shared by all the Indian



people, the Eskimos and thousands of your loyal employees.

It is not difficult to understand your popularity nor your
efficiency. During your career in the Bureau you touched on
all administrative functions from that I.I.M. Clerk start
through Superintendent, Area Director and then the top
exaulted post of Commissioner. You know the Bureau, its faults
and its good qualities and you know the desires, longings and
trials of the people whom the Bureau serves. You have always
had and you have kept, a wonderfully friendly attitude, mixed
with an almost impish good humor, toward all those with whom
you came in contact. Your sincere efforts to help the people
has not gone unrewarded. | am sure they will let you know
how much they think of their Commissioner.

| hope that somehow | might be able to attend your party because
I know it will be a truly memorable occasion. | surely would
like to be able to shake your hand again and say, 'Well done,
Mr. Commissioner!"

Zgg;%fué;é7

Krnold Lehlbach



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Ute Mountain Ute Agency
Towaoc, Colorado
81334

Mr. Robert L.. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Washington, D, C. 20242

Dear Sir:

Needless to say, we were most saddened to learn of your official re-
tirement from the great Bureau of Indian team. However, I hasten
to add, through the splendid and exemplary endeavors in your most
colorful career with the Bureau you certainly have richly merited
this well earned rest.

As I am sure you are aware, I have known and worked with you since

the days of your Superintendency at the former Consolidated Ute Agency,
and must say, our long acquaintance has always been and will be cherished
by me,

I shall always hold our friendship in the highest esteem Mr. Commissioner,
and will continue to believe that you truly administered the helm of our
Bureau with the following philosophy:

"I shall pass through this world but once;

Any good therefor that I can do for my fellowness;
Let me do it now, let me not deter,

Nor neglect from it;

For I shall not pass this way again. "

Enclosed as a remembrance as one of your Superintendent appointees is
my photograph which reciprocates for the one you sent to me.

In closing, I wish you, Mrs. Bennett and your family, every possible
happiness and God-Speed in your new estate.

e
speedie G. Ruiz
Superintendent



Mr., Robert L. Bennett
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Bennett:

A people's program such as ours will surely miss the imaginative
leadership you have provided. While we did not have the pleasure
of working with you personally, the impact of your tenure as
Commissioner was felt by everyone in the Bureau. Your policies
have been forthright and for the benefit of the Indians whom we
are privileged to serve. Of especial admiration is your stand

on promoting the full flow of Indian participation in their own
affairs.

The Minneapolis Branch of Employment Assistance wishes you well
in your future undertakings and hope you will continue in the
field of human relations where you have contributed so much.

Sincerely yours,

7
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«-J. S. Miguel \ \
Acting Area Employment Assistance Officer




IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

5135 Federal Office Building
Seattle, Washington 98104

Mr. Robert L. Bennett
Commissioner

Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Bennett:

All of us here at the Seattle Liaison Office, the NORTH STAR III, the
BIA Terminal, and the Seattle Orientation Center, feel privileged for
having had the opportunity of working so closely with you both when
you were the Area Director and later as Commissioner. It was always
comforting to know that there was someone in Washington who knew and
understood our particular problems.

Each of us in our own way feel that you have done a remarkable job in
bringing about the policy of Indian partnership; a policy of self
determination. You have done much to erase the distrust of the BIA
from the minds of Native leaders and you leave the Bureau with a
better image than it has ever enjoyed.

We hate to see you retire, but we wish you the very best and the most
that 1ljife has to offer in your retirement.

~—Sincerely rs,
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P United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
P.0. Box 500 Salamanca, New York 14779

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 1969

Sir:

This is one of those letters I wish there was no occasion to
write and one I find most difficult.

When I heard of your decision I was shocked and surprised. Yet

a change at the Commissioner level should be expected when an
administration changes. Perhaps the long period without an announce-
ment was mistakenly taken as an indication that this might be an
exception. I tell myself that no doubt this is largely your choice
and that you have good reasons for so choosing.

Many employees have expressed the thought that working with people
of Indian heritage seems to grow on a person. I trust that you
and your good wife will find this to be true and will continue in
this field of endeavor. And speaking of growth, after each visit
with you I came away knowing that I had grown a little.

May your health remain good, your hobbies often used, and may you
always retain that satisfying feeling that your friends, both Indian
and non-Indian, are more numerous than can be easily counted.

Bobbie joins me in wishing that you may enjoy many years of productive
"retirement".

Sinceredy yours,

Howard F. Johnson
Special Liaison Representative

Mr. Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs

1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242



A2 United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Mr. Wendell Chino

President

National Congress of American Indians
Mescalero, New Mexico 88340

Dear Wendell:

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support and
encouragement which you have given me during the uncertain days
following the change of Administration in January.

The almost unanimous and spontaneous efforts made by you and the
Indian leadership to have me retained as Commissioner of Indian
Affairs was a most gratifying development. I will always treasure the
many expressions that have been made in my behalf, It makes the
disappointment at not being able to continue as Commissioner less
severe and it assures me that I was doing the things and providing the
kind of leadership that the Indian people wanted.

My three years as Commissioner of Indian Affairs have been the most
wonderful experience of my life, for they put me in contact with so
many fine people. The courteous and welcome manner in which I was
received in Indian country was an inspiration to me. You made me feel
at home, and in turn I brought back to Washington renewed desire to be
of service to the Indian peode.

So I leave the position of Commisesioner of Indian Affairs not by my
choice, but at the request of the new Administration. In so doing, I
extend to my successor every good wish for the difficult job ahead. If
he merits the same kind of support from you that you gave to me, then
his job will be made less difficult.

I intend to keep up my long association with the Indian people and to serve
them in other capacities. I look to the future, therefore, with hope and

enthusiasm and to the opportunity of seeing many of my Indian friends again.

Sincerely yours,

Robert L.. Bennett
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
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% RESOLUTION NO. 7

NCAI POLICY - COMMISSIONER BENNETT

i

WHEREAS, never before have so many people and so many government agen-
cies and private organizations been interested in Indians; and

WHEREAS, the employees of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Central Office
and Field, are now engaged consistently in really productive work for Indians
and among Indians; and

WHEREAS, never before has such a start been made as now for the sub-
stantial and sustained progress of Indians in individual enterprise, in bringing
industries to reservations, and in concerted efforts for improvement of health,
education, and employment among Indians; and

WHEREAS, to this auspicious climate, Robert L. Bennett as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, is seen as a contributing and stimulating factor, bringing to
bear a wealth of knowledge and experience in Indian Affairs to involve so many
diverse interests and to awaken the potential capacity of Indians for self-
improvement and for self-help.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the National Congress of American
Indians in Convention assembled September 24-27, 1968, that we hereby express
our gratitude and confidence in Robert L. Bennett as the standard bearer of In-
dian progress.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of this organization, as
well as friends of the Indian, be called upon to urge the retention of Robert
L. Bennett as Commissioner of Indian Affairs upon the change of administration
in January next, with copies of this Resolution furnished to the Commissioner
and to the Presidential candidates and the National Committees of the Democratic
and Republican Parties.

1968 Convention
25th Annual Convention
Omaha, Nebraska
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 BILLINGS GAZETTE
Bill_ing_s, Mont.

[y

BIA Chief Popu

By HARVEY GRAY
Gazette Staff Writer

Montana’s Indians want Rob-
ert L. Bennett to remain as
commissioner of Indian affairs.
And they are fearful of what
might occur if he doesn’t.

The Inter-Tribal Policy Board,
representing about 35,000 In-
dians living on seven reserva-
tions as well as chartered land-
less Indians, made their wishes
known Thursday.

Meeting in Billings, the board
passed a resolution calling for
Bennett’s retention as commis-
sioner. ;

IN THE RESOLUT1ION, sent
to the Montana Congressional
delegation'and Secretary of the

‘Interior Walter J. Hickel, the
board said, ‘“each individual
tribe in Montana and tribes

from all over the United States .
and various inter-tribal groups
have repeatedly and emphatical-
ly asked that Commissioner
Robert L. Bennett be retained.”

And, the board notes, wryly,
“We have been advised that the
adminstration plans to work
closely with Indian people and
consult them on all matters af-
fecting their interest.”

The board noted that Bennett
has the trust and confidence of
the Indian people and warns,
“any action to remove him
would result in a great loss of
confidence and trust by Indian
people in the promises of the

.administration.”

AND THEY requested that
Bennett’'s resignation, due to
taze effect May 31, be refused
and “that the Secretary of the.
Interior be requested to consult
witl - ie Ind*an groups through-
out the country before any fur-
ther proposals are made regard-
ing Indian affairs.”

Robert McCrea, a board
member and Flathead council-
man, said he wants Bennett re-
tained because, “he is personal-
ly and vitally interested in our
problems and works more close-
ly with all the Indian people.

Joe Day, councilman from the
Fort Peck Tribes, said he feels
Bennett has ‘“‘a better attitude
then we have experienced in the
past. I think he is a step in the
right direction,’”” Day said.

ROLAND KENNERLY, sec-
retary-treasurer of the board
and a Blackfeet Indian re-
marked, ‘“He (Bennett) is Indian
and he knows the problems we

»

May 23, 1969

lar

have. And because he is an In-
dian, a1l Indians throughtout the
natior respect him.”

William Youpee, board chair-
man and chairman of the Fort
Peck Tribes, in commenting on
Benneit's tenure in office said,
“In the past four years, the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs has come
a long way. They work with us
now and are right in with us. We
feel that here’s a group of speci-
alists to be used by the tribes to
solve their problems.

‘“There should be continuity,”
Youpee said.




HARDIN, Mont.

TRIBUNE HERALD ,

May 22, 1969

FINE FOOTSTEPS TO FOLLOW

It was no surprise to me to
learn, when | returned from
my trip, that Robert L. Ben-

. nett had resigned as Com-

missioner of Indian Affairs.
This was taken for granted
In Washington when | visited
there a month ago.

1 was foriunate enough to
spend almost an hour with the
Commissioner—an hour that
strengthened my conviction
that this post should not be
political, and that a man like
Bennett, an Indian himsalf, is

- often best qualified for the

position.

Commissioner Bennett
would like to see some of his
policies continued—and so
should i. Many of his ideas
look good to Indian tribes,
and some of them also ap-
pear hopeful to taxpayers.
Though he came up through
the ranks in the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Bennett has
visions of depopulating that
particular bureaucracy. His
goal: a decrease of 1,000 in
BIA personnel each year for
the next six years.

Commissioner Bennett be-
lleves that the BIA is doing
many municipal-type jobs
that Indian people could and
should be doing themselves.
He wants Indians to have
more to say about the way
their communities operate
and to take nore responsibi-
lity, too. Onu way to do this,
Bennett suggested, was for
the Bureau ‘o contract with
the tribe for rocad and street
malntenanca on reservations.

Under ancther plan, the
tribes could borrow money.to
buy present facilities used by
BIA or to build new ones.
Bennett sald such loans could
be repaid In 10 years out of
rent. The tribes would then
have Income-producing pro-
perties, They would also have
the responsibility of keeping
them clean and in good re-
pair, and this would make
jobs for members of the
tribes.

In much the same way, the
tribes could own and operate
thelr own utilities.

Public assistance, the wel-‘

fare activity conducted by
BIA, has already been in the
hands of the tribes on 14
reservations., Funds allocated
for this purpose are turned
over to the Indian Tribal
Councils, which dispe the
money, but in the case of
able-bedied men, require that
they work for the T-ihe. Wag-

es, paid out of the money
formerly used for welfare, sup-
port families, and also give a
feeling of self-respect.

”So far,”” Mr. Bennett told
me,” this, has been favor-
ably received by the tribes.”
He hopes this policy will be
extended to Most of the other
reservations.

The Commissioner also be-
lieves that the strict trustee-
ship exercised over Indian

lands should be relaxed, and -

that the position of officials
in the Department of the In-
terior should be more ad-
visory and less mandatory.

Bennelt envisions a Bur-
eauv whose membere will ser-
ve only in advisory or profess-
fonal capacities, who will
rent their homes and offices
from the Indian tribes they
serve and pay their water
and perhaps other utilities
bills into tribal coffers.

The idea, however, is not to
force this kind of enterprise
on tribes until they are ready
for it. The Indians themselves
must come up with administ-
rative plans. Some of the
changes Benneit hopes for
would require Congressional
action.

Commissioner Bennett was
never a politician. He was
fust trying to do a job for
his people, and in my book he
understood their needs very
well. His idea was to en
courage, rather than to force,
Indian people fo progress at
their own rate and in their
own way—and that's the only
way they’ll make progress.
it is the only way any group
of people gets ahead—either
as a group or as individuals,

One of the greatest pro-
blems Indian people have fac-

ed in the past and most still *

face in the future is the
changing winds in Washing-
ton, as administrations
change.

Robert L. Bennett will leave
the gold-carpeted Commiss.
Ioner's office at 1951 Constit.
vtion Ave. the first of next
month. | hope he will leave
behind him . his graphs and
charts, and a full explanat.
lon of his plans.

| hope even more devoutly'
that his successor will study
the work of Commissioner
Bennett zealously, and will
be a big enough man to carry
on with the best of the good
programs  which Bennett
began.
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By DENN CURRAN
Missoulian Staff Writer

Commissioner of Indian Af-
faris Hobert L. DBennett, fea-
tured speaker at an Indian
conference in Missoula Thurs-
day, submitted his resignation
Friday, the Associated Press
reported.

.The Tnterior Department de-
clined to reveal any further de-
tails but said Bennett's resigna-
tion — the second time in about
two weeks — has not been been
considered yet by Secretary of
the Iuterior Walter J. Hickel,
who is on a week-long visit to.
the Pacilic Trust Territory.

Bennett checked out of his
- Missoula hotel Iriday and could
not be reached by The Missou-
lian for comment.

Alonzo Spang, formerly of
Lame Deer, another participant
in the Kyi-Yo Indian Days
Youth Conference, and several
others apparently are being
considered for the commission-
er’'s post.

Benneltt's [irst resignation
came shortly after Hickel said
applicants were being inter-
viewed for an unspecified job
influencing the Indian Affairs
program. An informed source,
confirmed this meant Bennett
would be replaced, the Associat::
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Alonzo Spong

“ed Press said.

Bennett said his first applica-
tion was a belated action simi-
lar to that of other government
officials who lelt a decision up
to the Nixon administration, but
the second application could
mean that Bennett’'s departure
could come in the near future.

Spang, a Montana native and
currently vice president and
provost of Navaho Community
College in Many Ifarms, Aviz,,
told The Missoulian he is being
considered for the job of com
missioner ol Todiin Al

Spang was in Washington e
lier in Lhe week for
view, and although he is not a
Republican, he thinks he has a
chance because Hickel is on re-
cord as saying he would ap-
point Democrats as long as the

Democrats are not highly parti-

san.

“I think working with Indians
should span politics because the
important objective is to prom-
ote the development of In-
dians,” Spang said.

 He said he would like to

make some changes in the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA), —
“it would be one of my prime
undertakings” — without chang-
ing the basic structure of the
agency. ;

Paternalism Varies

He sees a degree of paternal-
ism in the bureau which difiers
from agency to agency, pro-
gram to program and is evident
more on some reservations than

- on others.

“It also dpends on the.super-
intendents, who have the au-
thority to determine the degree
of Indian involvement,” he said,
adding that tribes themselves
differ in their levels of sophisti-
cation.

“The key thing,”” he said, “‘is
genuine Indian involvement, not
just token or pseudo involve-
ment. The Indian needs (o get
in on the ground floor and be
involved clear through the pro-
cess, "

anonters

This hasn't happened in the
past, according to Spang, and
he thinks the MA should establ-
ish more programs to enrich
Indian leadership.

“The Tndian has a right to be
wrong just like anybody else,”
he said, adding that Indians
‘should bhe able to learn from
their mistakes.,

The Butein 15 to sed
duections Tor Fudvaon youths,
which hedesenibed an “prelly
Prastiaded and snore ablennted
than non Indiain yaulhe heeanise
they don't lonow whieh wonld
they helong i,

[ RS soina
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Bl one ol hig chiel concerns
is education, As vice president
ol the Navaho Couimunily Col-
lege, he serves as the on-site
president of the 330-student col-

lege with its 92 per cent Nava-

ho enroliment, :

One of the prime objectives
of the college is to make higher
education available to Indians,
and Spang said there are more
applicants than can be admit-
ted. A new facility is planned.

Indian people need to have
more than token representation
on school boards so they can
really affect education at the
local level, he said.

“\ &
.r—/‘ 7’/':~)
W‘J -u._.i‘..j \_J(

He said more than half of the
BIA budget goes for education
“yet this is where the Indians
have the least involvement.”’ In-
dians serve on advisory hoards
but have little power or authori-
ty and cannot make any
changes.

Sylvester Knows Gun Sr., a
member of the education advi-
sory proup in Bushy on o the
Northern Choeyenne feservation,
chptrecd witle Spimg aned tob e
EIVEssoniion it moer e foeal oy
feal b meodod and it i
should Tawve e say i the hiviog
ol teachers,
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