The OSPREY'S NEST
ROY LATHAM
Orient, New York 11957

Miss Helsn Wortis
Shelter Island, N. Y.

Dear Miss Wortis:

The Manhansett iribe of Indiens on shslter Island prehistorically
were of the Ssbonac stock, same as the Shinnscocks, Thres Mile Harbor and
Indians of all Iong Island, The Niantic race of N:w England came in and
merged with the Sebonacs about 500 years bafore +thes BEuropsans contacted
them. The culture of the Szbonac and Nisntic was similar, but thers was a

difference in pottery types. There wevs many villags and
.camp sites on Shalter, Island. Ons of the main village sites was the Smith

Site on the F, Mfﬁ%g%ate, nsar the South Ferry. Mr. Smith, of the 20-vul
team tradition, constructed his houss thsre about 19287 At that time they
uncoverad 28 Indian graves., Mr. Smith was to place ths graves contents in
a California musém in which he was connected. Apparently the material fror
. the gravss were lost, I ®rots to the museum in 1940 when I was =xcavatin

on the Smith Site. Their reply was that V¥r, Smith had written to them tha
- he was ssnding the grave finds to them, but thsy had never rsceived thsm
- and nothing from Shelter Island was in th: ruseum thsre.

I excavated the Smith Site in 1940 and found five additional grave:

My work there was from 1938 to 1941. A report was written and published
undar the Long Island Chapter of thas New York State Archasological Associ-

. tion. I had planned to send you a copy with this letter, bat I have been

' unable to find a copy left, If I can locate a copy.I will send it to you
It is a conplets record of my work thar:, but no photographs. When I fes:
fit, I will see if I cen find soms photographs I took of Tndian graves on
Sheltsr Island, for your rscords. I am now an old man of 93 ysars with
poor eys sight. ' Other Indian graves w2res found on th¢
Loper Site on the wsst side of Cocle Harbor, on the Lily Pond Site,
sites nsar Fresh Pond, along the bluff facing Gardiner's Bay, Nichols
Point and several other locations on the Island. Indian graves ars likely
to occur anwh:re on Shelter Island or other regions on Long Island.-Thsy
ars more certain to be found on or nsar villags sitas. ‘
: M dlder culture called the Bare Island, much oldar than the
Ssbonac was found in the old floor under ths gSmith Site. In the surface I
~ also found records of the very old Qrieht Focus fishtail typs arrowpoints
- dating to 3000 yearrs old or 10C B, G, in time, Thess old cultures cremate
most of their dead, @o little is found in the graves excspt bits of
calcined bone, but their graves were rich with goods -tools. Ths Seboaacs
gave little in goods to the graves. The Ssbonac was a member of the great
Algonkian family of Indien Nations, ; :
' - I have no collsction here now, Most of my.Indian material is in
~ the mussum in Southold. I am sorry I camnot give you the information you
want; but I cannot write a good letter anymore, Feel fres to ask anything
you ars interssted in as I probably have it hers somewhsra, :
e This is all I can do right now
With best wishes, sincerely yours

K aNigs A

Roy Latham
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