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ÍLLIAM JOMTèON!S TIOUSE
26 oueen Streef
c- Ltv9
Home of Mr. s Mrs. Leonard L. Long

.This is one of a few town-houses of the "row house'! groupings

scattered through Charlestont they are very familiar in Europe, but

arerelativelyrateinthispartofNorth.America.Thesewerebuilt
j

as tenement housles by the Revolutionary h7i11iam Johnsonr about 1800.

(They run west irom Philadelphia A1ley along Queen Street--f or¡¡'erly
t-

known as Dock Street--and contained witt¡in the area 4 square blocks

of the original town of Charleston.) They are joíned at the roof'
Al-though the colorful facades of these post-Revolutionary Queen

SËreet ,,row- houses"--of whicþ #26 is one--are'a delightful sight for
sightseers -today, they r{ere as recently- as 1938 in deplorable slum'.^

conditior,. this section t¡ias reclaimed by lndividuals on a house by
.1. _-j-.

house basis r' beginning in the 1920's.
One enters Ëhis sma1l house through a wrought íron gate and

oirtdoorfoyer;knocksatthedoor,.orusestheolddoor-Jcnocker
(a horned satyr). The row has the same. flow plan ' ,; four stories'
spacious roons on each floor rohich oPen onto. a hallway''and dormer rooms

on the. fourth floor. ;
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& L hinges on the doors are original' Note pegs in doors'

WooDwoRKoNSTAlRsfSoFSÂMEDES]GNoNF]RSTTÌ{oFLIGHTS

the closet door is an ol-d ship's lock' The kitchen door'

of the front door is original--pine--note oLd raised panels'

CHANGES ON TTTE THIRD FLIGHT FOR RELTEF. VTSTTORS NOW GO UPSTATRS TO. 
-

TIÍE T,IVING ROOM.

is an oId ship's cleat. IïOTE: PEWTER COLLECTfON IN ORIGINAI,

NOT AVAÏLABT,E AS PIECES VÍOULD NOT FTT ON THE SHELVES' ÂISO
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a unique combination of contemporar:y and

the young couple who recently purchased th

ve the feeling of contemporary "sun room"

ture¡ original pine floors, and handsornely

feeling of the 18th century' ' ' 
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STRUCTURE IS A PARALI,ELOGR.AM.

The ownerrs .l-ove of art is apparent, in both this room and the
den. Note the wftercolor of "Flower Ladies" by stoiff (local artist)
on east waI1. I B'ôulanger (contemporary artist who lives in France) etching
on left of fireplace. Zebra lithograph by Nancy Nemeo. (Mention only
if asked. )

Most of the furniture in Èhis room is contemporary. Wicker rocker
is about 100 y'ears old. Mahogany chest on the north wall ís an
interesting pírece--opens into a dining table--seAts 12 people!

Fireplacê tools are American made brass and are very old. The
Ìcopper coal scuttle with brass base and procelain handles is old (pur-

chased. from the local "flea inarket.")

TiOUSE

-j.,.. ¡ !.'. .:ir.r'!-_,': '

(2)

All fireplaces work wiÈh the exception of the Dining Room one where
furnace is vented. Note rose and. thistle design on mantel--Scotland
inf l-uence .

. Chair railing has marks in it which were made years ago by bored
tenants who leaned against the walls and "whittIed," to pass .the time away !

NoèeH&Lhingesondoor.
There are several valuable RoyaL Dalton Figurines--the one on the

smal1 tabl-e is calIed "Flov¡er Sel1erI s Children.rr

NFÀ1 .

Àpril 2, 1974

ÏT

Point, out mantel--picture over mantel by contemporary
artist, Boulanger. Royal Da1ton Figuring "Balloon !ady."

IS OBVTOUS THE

Pggåhi@Â*o@ù9h"ü"*ha.ad*s-id,e-"o.f**¡na¡¿t e 1 .

fireplace tools are from England. Visitor's
to dining room.

DÏNING ROOM:

Wall boards are native cypress and fl-oor boards are heart of
pine. (Possibly someone paneled the wall-s with the panels of an

o1d ceiling or shiþ before the present owner fived here.) Silver-
English Sheffield soup tureen c. 1880 on smal1 server. Silver fruit
basket on dining table is very old. Notice antique licquer decanter

. on silver chest.
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In the built-in China cabinet' note rlthite
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ownerr s grandmother.
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BACK HOUSE:

anrir,

china with

The back house consists of two rooms

or servant'E

rHE DTNTNG EAAA-IEÐ.ING
To THE COURT!4Bq.

rent.al property and shows exlremery v¡el+:- ¡-g:-- =:*:::-:-==- ---
:i.,ìñ., roôln v¡as open to the public tÍIis

2t L97.4

r' s suarterE :-I¡g--Pg¡9L]¡

vear.
..

NorE: rhe orieinar' house historv was used "".:::t:-:::::^-î::tttt""t
infor¡nation is indicated by capitalization and/or underscorlng

throughout Èhis revision'
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and two rooms down--
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I|III,LIAM JOHNSON, S ROW HOUSE. c. 1802
26 Queen Street
Home of Dr. ând Mrs. E.K. I{allace, Jr.

Following the Revolutionary !{ar, the Charl-eston economy gre$/
rapidÌy and the increased prosperì-ty and growth of the mj-ddle cfass
(both in numbers and inportance) posed nehl problems for charleston
buiLders. The large number of city merchants and professional rnen
¡danted to reside near their businesses and. near the activities of
the port. one so.lution to this new housìng demand v¡as the building
of attached row houses that coul-d be rnassed on reLatively smal1
plots of land. The Johnson rrrot¡ housestt aE 22 to 28 Queen street
are exceLlent exampLes of this type of devefopment. Although knol{n
as trtenementstr in the 1800's (and built for rentaL purpose), this
sequence r¡as very weLL built and j-s distinguised by fine interior
appointments.

The buil-ders and d.evelopers r^rere a distinguished father and
son who served in a number of influential publ"ì.c offices. rniillian
Johnson, Sr. was born in Ne\^J York ín t74L and came to charl-eston at
age 23 and established a bl-acksrnith's business in the city. He
began to acquire lands throughout the low country and \^ras
identified as a r¡planterrr in later documents. The elder Jofìnson
supported the patriot/s cause in the Revol-ution and served in the
Provincaf congress and subsequently in the south caroLi-na House of
Representatives, until l-792. He dled in 1818, revered as a leader
of the Revol-ution.

Hj-s son, Inlil-Lian, rvas born in charleston in 1771' graduated
from Princeton in 1790 and studied faw under charles cotesr^rorth
Pinckney. He was in the south carolina House of Representatives
from 1794-L798 and r¡as speaker of that body in 1798.

Johnson also served as an associate justice of the U.S.
supreme court from 1-803 until his death in 1834.

The father and son had forned a partnership in l-8o1 and
compLeted the impressive row of prj-vate iesidences by 1803.

The buiÌdings are three and one half stories high, built of
br j.ck, and each has tr^/o dormers f ront and back . The end buì-ldings
are finished with simuLated quoins and al-l- have a l-ine of brick
cornice and horizontal string courses of masonry accentuating the
various f l-oor l-evel-s,



I,üILLIAIVI JoHNSoN's RoW HoUSE, c, 1802
Pacre 2

KITCHEN

The cornpletely up-to-date kitchen has been created in what was
probably the business section of this attached charleston single-
house. Previous owners created an arched passage for use as a
garage and this opening has been retained and glassed over to
provide an interestinq view onto Queen Street.

DINfNG ROOM

The dining roorn is ful-Ly sheathed in cypress boards. cypress,
which is native to the low-lying shrampy area around charleston û/as
prized by earfy Charfestonians for the construction of buildíngs
and furniture. Af so knor¡/n as the rrvtood eternalrr , cypress is
impervious to moisture and insect darnagie.

Notice the view frorn the windo!,/s to the carriage house and the
small courtyard garden.

The late 18th century tall-case clock dêscended in Dr.
wall-ace's farnily and was made in Readinq, Pennsyl-vania' by Samuel-
Breneilen. The woods are cherry and hralnut.

The chairs are ofd reproductions in the Queen Anne style. An
interesting pair of 18th century andirons depicts Prussian
sol-diers.

Portraits of the lfallace children are by l+ila clayton.

HALL

The sifhouettes on the stair were done by charl-eston artist
John Bennett \^rho hras born in ohio in 1865, and noved to charleston
in 1898. He married Susan smvthe in l-902.

Bennett is best known for his two children's books: Master
Skvlark and Barnabv Lee, These are considered classics of
children's literature. He publíshed rnany r^rorks about charleston
(patterning nany of the fictional characters on his friends and
neiqhbors). These works include Madame Marqot, The Doctor to the
Dead, and the first schotarty treatise on the Gull,ah dial-ect (c'
1905-1906). His silhouettes \4¡ere used to iflustrate several of his
works.



WILL]AIVI JoHNsoN/S RoW HousE, c. 1802
Page 3

DRAWING ROOM

The drawing roon decorations feature plastervtork in the
neoclassical- taste of the early l-9th century.

Particularly noteworthy is the English burl r¡ral-nut bracket
cLock v/hich \"/a s made in the seventeenth century by l,ord Tinerton.
It belonged to Mrs. lfaLlace's grandmother.

The coffee table is made frorn a section of Late 17th century
coromandel lacquer and Ìvas probably originally cut from a large
screen .

The hand coLored botanical prints are after Reinagle and rrere
published in London betv/een 1798 and 1804.

on the chippendale chairs are needlepoint seats done for each
of the i{allace chil-dren by Mrs. Wallace¡s aunt.

The birds on brackets are by English artist Dorothy Doughty.

Secretary, Anerican, Early 1800.

Marb]e top pier tables, English, c. I77o.

Armchairs, Will-iam and Mary revivaL pieces of c. 1900.

STUDY

The fascinating rnantel is an
taken the place of wood fires.
matching iron coal grate feature
Reviva L noti-f .

addition of c. 1-840 trhen coaf had
The wooden mantel and unusual

acanthus Leaves, a popular Greek


