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Chaíèitor s ¡evest museu.E hâs bçeû. óp€led l¡ ther old. Ctia¡.leston Jail on

Magazi¡e StreÉl' -ù"nãõ-i¡" 
utæUon oI EromeiiBobinson; Dock Street Theatre diìectqr' portions o(

the iail have bee! rcconstructd to their lgtlr century appearance.
In- addition to ¡ecleated celk housing lifÈsized fiSures of-famous individuals

cqn[ecld with t¡ejail's history, the Victoria¡r family quarters of the.jarler have Þecn

le$qreq,
Tle basic st!ûcbj¡e of the old iãjl dates frcm c. 1800 although it hás been expa¡rded

and r€EJdeled s€veral times.
' It is but one of a s€ries of Chattestotr iailq. In the early period of the city's history
there sas no ÞetÐålent iail str¡¡ctuÌe, alt¡ough several acB were passeo aul¡rorlzlng

one. I¡stead it was necèssary to rent a building foÌ- housi¡g prilone¡s. . .
-'Ihe Times of Clarleston, oisept. U, t811, repofted thal a severe tornadoÏãd ra.ked

across t¡e city oE the Þrevious dãy destroyiDg, among otber sFuclures' ' lne Douole

Te¡emeul kiqrû bv-tìe name oI tbe Old Gaol, tìe front blown out.'.''
Accordins to the iewspape¡, lhis sirllchûe stood ori KiÃg Stteet near Quee¡'
Tte tacilì-tv çhicl o¡eèeàed Èe Macazi¡e SEeet struct¡¡re' howeve¡, was built

after th* R 
jrclution ¡ust to tÞ eåst ot tle present strucb¡le: ffien lhe present

struche oDeræd. the ólder bu¡kb{ was used ås the \{ork Hous€ tor runaway slÀves'

wl€û buiit, tüe Magazine St¡ed buildi¡g s€rv€d as the Charl€sto-! Dlshict Jail. T¡e
Charlesto! IitÉict úcluded tte preselt Clarþston and Berß€ley- courtties. 

.

Robe¡ti MiEs, a trative of Gã;leston a¡d America's fi¡st native plofe-ssioDal

al"hit""t, io tÁi¿û became â c@roi.ssioner of publlc wo¡ks for 
-South 

Ca¡olinâ'.
' In Man!¡. l8¿2. be advertise.l{t estimaks for remodelh'g the Cbarleston District
Jail. I! hts "Satilics." Dubli.É€d itr 1826, he reported:

"1b€re has lât4ly be€n aäded ¡ôit a four story wilg buildiDg, deïoted exclusiveìy ¿o

the ú¡f¡¡emet oi crimi¡als. Itis divided i¡iõ solitary cells, one for each c miDal,
.üd 

tàeììeüole Bade fûeprool:
'l;'--i;'-- --- 

-- i 15s p¡ge en; colunn' t):: '
:i

style.
Menv lamous crimlnals nave

been h"dused in the old jail, the

möst notorious of which was
peitrãpi t avinia Fishelc, wl-o
ivirh lier husband, John Fisherwlln ner lrusu¿!¡¡q, Ùv¡¡u,^,¡J¡Ñ !

and oLhers, was hangeo rn rozu

ioi ã se¡iã. of muiders-and
robberies on Chârleston Necx

The hangings took Place' nol
ín the iail vicinity' bul on tlle
Charleslon Lines, the \ryar o¡

1812 fortifications whlcb gave

Line Street its name' ano
which were still standingât lhe

,1,;':.; ),;. ';;.1.:;

Charleston Jai

'To"* 
"trn" 

*tr., to nta ,"-
count of the Fishe¡s' eiecu-
tion, relates that [he hangman
had to be kept jailed for E€ve¡'

al days belore each hanglng' loäl¿ais ¡etoie äach hang¡ng, to

insur-e tllat he was sober en'

ä"1Ï t" oo his iob After his

wO-rk. he waS rewarded wlln
liberal amounts of his fal'c¡l:e
Iiquid.

FollowinÁ the abort€d slave
rÊvolt of Denmark Vesey. in

ii; ,

ri,jl 1.

rdvolt of Denmarx vesey. ¡r¡

1822, four white men.wgre Im-
püsòne¿ in the jail for ."a
i.i.¡emeano¡. in inc¡l¡nglnisdemeano¡
lìÏiË J öìiüi,".ti0".'' e'""t¡

Ïå"å'îl',"'i,"5ro'lii;r*-"t,'
was the Negro seaman s l,awì
\ühi¡h recuired the shenlr ro

ar¡es! a¡iY free blach. man
Urousht into the Port' ano KeeP

him ln tl¡e iail for the durauotr
of his shiP's stay. 7 '

invåiu"ã *"." imprison€d in
the Work House nearbY' 1{rere

to

lor "a
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jails Ocïâsonal Wins {rytt9
Possibly ûe big8qst silcÍ ro rotar

årchttcctl¡¡al h¡story is $i recenl cls'

coverr thet Rob€ Mllbdid noldesrSt
thê õH Chårlclton Ja¡ll oclå8onat

À;chltec¡urål hlstor¡ans hâve ås'

sumcd for dÊcades tiål ltflls desr8ne{

ù€ Dresent reår slng o[ the þu¡ldln8'
'3nd it is cr€dited þ him in severar

,ort Director
:ps Her Feet

The Ground
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ovcr¡8.!l¡l 

^ll¡¡rl

htil.lÉb:+'ilîl'ili

Till"t',i5 *n.*n ** *nn "*
ile fi¡lt D¡of€ssionålly tfainell nauve

árchit€tr ¡¡ tùå Uni!€dstales-and uq 
-

rcctånrular sing ert€ndin8 kom th€

sourtrcãst comer, rear, ot Ùe m¡r'l

*f"ffi,gEf¡'*:

Ïld¡ll8w appe¡¡s t¡at M¡ls' wl¡¡ ç¡s
demolished itr l85S' sben ùe lå¡r sa!

€mployed bY the
of public worhs

Shor Y lùerê

iî"-*:;,t"¿r,ry,*;:t*fjj'.*¡';l[ç,',ffJ¿,H.::l:

#F, $ n*m1¡r¡;;1ç ä*'-äf '#siiffis'l$'m

was built åt th¡t 
'me . "'ilülìr. ao iU,¡srraüon i¡ s¡.pe's

Î¡e remodcling of t¡eiai¡ by Barbot \T€el{ly, Feb. 18, ¡865, sho$slheocÞg'
and sevle included the ådd¡lion o[.lhê onal $in8 on tlê ¡eå¡ o¡l¡e lå¡l rour

oreseni front goriion of ÙlG buiK¡ng sþries t¡ll. $ilh ¡ crenelarco pâ¡e9€r

iâtsoabs€nt lrom thc 185:map). t¡¡lù å s¡milâr lo tùe Presenl one._ - -''
fac¡de in the Rom¡nesque R€v¡val T¡e illusll¡tion- also 6no$s' tßlnt

"iiru 
ãt ttte 1s50". åbovê tle m¡in rooflme' â cenlra¡

-iìa.*"""tt. 
Bårbo! ând selles toverd t'rq slor¡es' oct¿8onal i¡ shaP€

plans ând specification: fo¡.lìe rcmco. ä" to*". 
"or"¡""¿ 

unlil ¡886. A'

ii':1'rilî","å,'r",rT:ii"iff '6¡;g - r#:'"i'Ti, ü'cir,*i r.t cii'c'v

*Ït"¡ ¡"ã ¡""n built in l8ü2' and hr
imDrovemèÙ0f it-

:Tle¡G bå! been l?tely âdded þ it "
he s¡id. 'å four'sþry lrlnl DururnS

d€vot¿d etclulilely to rle conl¡nemenr

of.cr¡mln¿¡!. lt t! drvided l¡to 30Ùl¡!y

cells. oñc for a¡ch crlÍ nål' ¡nú r¡e

ite

he;e ånd I said i¡ick l n .J tq
inrent us å c¡aÞ'plckrng l.---..rDe
Thr€€ days later h€ ¡aued me-bec¡

r S€e Þâ8e lßB; Colürú

O

tÏhen the €¡rthquåk€ d¡mage $as
repâ¡red, the to\¡eieñd ihe fourth floot -
oi the $¡ng $e¡e reñoveo. x

The jail Ìemai¡ed ìir use untillg3g'
$h€n enarlcslon County sold it !0 the

Ilousing Authority of Charl€sto¡ nñlcll
üsed it for slorage urt¡¡ rec€ntly.

me buildin8.curr€ntly houses ¿ mu'
scum of penal hlslo¡y, oP€rated ås ¡

Jail'

---,:
s oldd W¡ng

ånd tìe enforccment auuro.t' 
-li',, ÍËå,r-ü lä¡"cs ¡nown lo one
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Ghar[eston Jail Flas l-loused,
-By LISA DENNIS
: Po'st-couri€r ReÞort€r
- In its day, the Old.Charleston Jailì,at Franklin and Mag. Do You Know Your
azine streets, was an inpenetrable fortress. 

^L I
Its dark eiterior, boãrdert-up "jäiiî un¿ perimeter ChOflgSfOn?

wallarestillIoreboding,butratherthanhousingprisoners
:as it did until the 193os;the jail is preserved for-iis histori-
"cal significance and used primarily for storage:1 .- muttiple highway robberies and murders on the outskirts
. The basic structure of the ja¡l dates lrom the early ofcharleston. Bothstayed at the jâil until hanged in 1820.
',1800s, although it has be€n expanded and remodeled sev- The hangings took place, not in the jail vicinity, but on
"eral times, When buitt, it se¡ved as the jail house for the Charleston Lines, the War of 1812 fortifications that
lCharleston district, lr¡hich included the present Charleston gave Line Street its name and were still stâdding at the
'and Berkeley counties. time.

Until the mid-19?0s, it was believed that Charleston ar- Also jailed was the hangman of Charleston, according to
.chitect Robert Mills hâd designed the octagonal wing at accounts of the Fishers' execution. A habituat drunkard,
the southeast corner at the reâr of the building. Architects the hangman had to be confined several days before a

.had âssumed for decades that he designeÊ the wing and hanging so he could sober up. His reward was all he coúldiattribution of the wing to Mills, Americat first native drink if the job were well dõne.

.professional aÌchitect, increased its architectural value, Following an aborted slave revolt led by DeDmark
. New evidence, however, provided.S better case for 'cred- Vesey, Iour \trhite men rvere imprisoned in the jail for "a
iting the wing to a later team of Charleston architects, misdemealor, in inciting slaves to insurrection.' Blacks

:Louis J. Barbot and John H, Seyle, who remodeled and involvcd were incarcerated ina \r'ôrk house nearby, where
ladded to the jail in 1856. the trials took place.

' Mills did, ih fact, design a wing for the jail about 1820, . As a result oÏ the Vesey Plot, the Negro Seaman's Law
;when he was employed by the stâte ãs a commissioner oI was adopted, which required the sheriff to arresûany free
.public works. Shortly thereafter, MiUs published his book black man brought ioto port ard keep him in the Jail for
l."Statistics of S.C." in which he described thejail, which had the duration of his ship's stav.

: ibeen built in 1802, ând his improvement of it: .The ja¡I, having stoird for 'more than half a century be-
" "There has lately been added to it a four story wing fore the Civil War, was used during that period as a prison
lbuilding, devoted exclusively to the confinement of lor Union troops captured during the assaùlton Charleston

: icriminals. It is divided into solitary cells, one for each harbÒr. Cells were occupied by as many as 20 prisoners
. lcriminal,.and the whole made fireproof." ' with still more guarded in the yard.
, ?. Because the existing wing originally had fou¡ floors and Reportedly, prisoners' quarters were Dot pleasant, har-
: ibeðause Mi'lls designed several Gothic style buildings and boring disease, filth, insects and repulsive odors. And in
' ;structures \a'ith striking geòmetric shapes and motifs, it. many câses, those 6-by-8-foot cells became the extent of

.was assumed that the present wiñg.was his design. the prisoners' '¡'orld.. However, examinatioD of the jail's depiction on a survey Originauy the jail's walls, floors and ceilings v¿ere made
þap, published in 1852, reveals that the octagonal wing did from oak with the exception of the outside $tall of masonry

: .not exist at that time. The maD. which is in the S.C. Histori- coated with Dlaster whitewash. Much of the woodwork has
;cal Soc¡ety Collection, shows â rectangular wing where the been rephcéd by concrete and steel, but the layout of the
;octagonal one_stands. building has been restored to the desigq of the original

, : 
. It appears thât Mills' wing was demolished in 1855, when construction.

,;the jail ,À'ãs remodeled and that the octagonal wing was 'l'he jaiì remained in use until 1939, v/hen Charleston
, l-built at that time. County sold it to the Housing Authority of Charleston.
. !' The remodeling of the jail by Barbot and Seyle included In the mid-1970s a museum of penal history was opened
ithe addition of the present front portion of the building at the jail. With C. Hârrington Bissell as president and
i'(also absent from the 1852 map), with â facade in the Emmett Robinson as artisticdirector, portions of the jail

r;Italian or Romanesque Revival style of the 1850s. were remodeied to resemble their lgth century appear-
ó. Barbot and Seyle's plans and specifications for the re- ance. Mannequins from the Exchange Building Dungeon
;modeling havê not survived, but ân illustrâtiqn in Harper's Museum enhanccd the sel.ting's authenticity.
lveekly, Feb. 18, 1865, shons the octagonal wing on the This venture, however, folded a few years later and the
rea¡ of the jail, fou¡ stories tâll, with a crenelated parapet mânnequins were returned ¿o thc Exchange Bujlding.
:similar to the present one. The illustration also shows, The building - still owned by the Charleston Ilousing
rising above the main roof line, a central tower of t'À'o Authority - is used primarily for offices and storage, and
stories, octâgonal in shape and crenelated, at Halloween the city's Depa¡tment of Recreation turns
- The towet survived until 1886. A photograph in the the jail into a haunted house. Just last ¡/eek, however, the
Gibbes Art Callery collection, taken after the earthquake building was dusted with manmade snow aDd for a scene
of that year, shows it in ruins. When the damage was re- in the television movie "North and South" being filmed
paired, the tower and the fourth fÌoor of the wing were here for ABC.

.-removed. . The secohd and third lloors are leased to SDoleto USA,
lj Many famous crimina¡s have been housed ¡n the jail, the . which uses the space Ior storage and workho¡i areas. And .

',-illost:notorious of which were perha_ps-Lavinía and John, the bottom Iloor serves as a substation for a city police 
;

" 
Fishe¡,^rwho.,in 1819 wèie apprehended and.convictêd of team and adimal control division.
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