'Do You Know -

.\ ByROBERTP.STOCKTON :
" Charleston’s newest museur. has. been. opened in the:old’ Charleston Jail o
Magazizie Street. . R DI

Undet the direction of Emmeti Robirison; Dock Sireet Theatre diireéi_ﬁr; 'por't-.iﬁns'off

the jail have bheen reconstructed to their 19th century appearance.

In. addition to recreated.celis housing life-sized- figures of famous individuals

cg&gecigﬂ,with the jail's history, the Victorian family quarters of the jailer have been
resto : . 4 .

The b'az.':'ic structure of the‘ old jail dates from c. 1800 although it has been eﬁpanded
and remodeled several times. - ‘ - e e
“ It is but one of a series of Charleston jails; In the early pericd of the city's histery.

there was no permanent jail strustare, although several acts were passed authorizing, .

one. Instead it was necessary to rent.a building for housing priSeners.. s
- The Times of Charleston, on Sept. 11, 1811, reported that a severe tornado had raked
across the city on the previous dzy destroying, among other structures, *The Double
Tenement, known by the name of the Old Gaol, the front blown out.rr
According to the newspaper, this siructute stood on King Street near. Queen.
.. ‘The facility which preceded the Magazing Street structure, however, was built.
after thesRevolution just to the ¢ast of the present structure. ‘When the present

structre-opened, the older building was used as the Work House for runaway slaves. a

. When built, the Magazine Street building served as the Charlestor District Jail. The
Charleston District included the present Charleston and Berkeley counties,

Robert: Miils, a native of Charleston and America’s first native professional

architecty in 1220 became a commissioner of public works for South Carolina.

. In Mareh, 1822, he advertised %or estimates for remodeliniz the Chiarleston District -

Jail. In hfs “Statistics,” published'in 1826, he reported: .. "~ - ¢ ¥ '
_“There has kately been added tzit a four story wing building, devoted exclusively to -
the confinement of criminals, I is divided into solitary cells, one for each

.'_ang-ﬁre‘whole made fireproof.” 0 L0 - £ T Dt

LIno L (See Page 6-B; Colurnnt
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B . . . Continzed From Page 1-B :
LT .. Mills* octagonal wing re-
- S maing, though it was reduced
Y tothtee stories after the earth- |
qiake of Aug. 31, 1888, severely | 1
damaged the top floor and the |.
wing’s - central tower, which
was also- removed. ' .
The jail's present facade
dates from about 1855-36; when
architects Louis J. Barbot and
John H. Seyle remodeled it in
the then popular ‘‘Italian’
style. - !
Many famous criminals have }.
been housed.in the old jail, the |,
mast. niotorious of which was g
perhaps Lavinia Fisher, who
with. her husband, John Fisher, J
and others, was hanged in 1820 |
for a series of murders and’ 1
robberies on Charleston Neck. ||
~The hangings tock place, not \
" in the jail vicinity, but on the
Chatleston Lines, the War of
-1812 fortifications which gave
Line Street its name, and l

which were still standing at the
time.: : . . !
John Blake White, in his ac-
count of the Fishers’ execu- \
" tion, relates that the hangman
had te be kept jailed for sever-
‘ + al days beiore each hanging, to
- ) " insure that he was sober en-
- gugh to do his job. After his
*. work, he was rewarded with
liberal amounts of his faverite |
licjuid. : “
Following the aborted slave |
revolt of Denmark Vesey in
‘ 1822, four white men were 11‘1‘1-
wme. o -~ prisoned im the -jail for “a
fnisdemeanor, 'in inciting
_ slavesto insurrection.” Biacks
involved were imprisoned in
. the Work House nearby, where |.
-{he trials took place. _
. Orie resalt of the:Vegey, Plot-,

Wi the Negro Seaman’s Law,

- arrest; any’-free”black man

* Wrought into the port, and keep ||

", him in the jail for the duration | | -~
- ¢f his ship’s stay.
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ickis a crab-picking  + has always longed “for something

‘wrstnodel i3 being testeu'in better. .
. Va. inside a white cinder- There are other crab-processing

. iluﬁm.—i‘or—nbbutthreeﬁmchines-aromdrmue.

wick Pick has beenreceivs -~ " Ce3S0Is .in- Port -Royal, S.C., has a _ .-
of cooked blue crabs (the .  mechanized operation. A spokesriian
crawl around the Caroli- - says Blue Channel crushes crabsina

Voo

Crab processors ana marine scien-
ho got

tists have looked a long time for the
machine that will make crab feast:
ing easy by gettifig thosé gpod, shell-

o4 once on a_scallop
shucker); and .partner Clayton
Brooks wants everybody to shut-up.

mactune with lrepidatol. uine ol
them think that an over-fast, over-
mechanized processing business

- here and I said ‘Dick. Iw 310
invent us a crab-picking fi.. .aine.’
‘Three days later he called me back

_ Iree chqnl_ﬁs-_oj_q;ajmga_t_oﬁt of all ™ o Brooks* caution may wremnable_f__could—,_wipe out some varie_ties of

those maddening chambers and crev-
ices. o

for both business and ecological-con--———
.- siderations. Other crab packers wor-

_erabs e o
But for better or worse, the news

and-said;— I ve-got-the-principle.t”

" TiSee Page 10-B; Columu 1) —

 Jail's Octagonal

%7 By ROBERT P. STOCKTON

_TheNerosand Conxier

Possibly the biggest shock to local
architectural history is tie recent dis- - °
covery that Robert Mills did not design
<~ the Ol Charleston Jail's ectagonal
W — e e = '

Aschitectural historians have as-
sumed for decades that Mills designed

the present rear wing of the -building.

.and it is credited to him in several
major lexts.

" “Since the Charleston-born Mills was-
the first professionally trained native

- architect in the United States and the

- ...designer of. the Washington Monu

in Washington, D.C., and other impor:

tant structures in several parts of the

country, attribution of the wing to him

New evidence provides a better case
for attributing the wing to a later team

Kay Lewis B
,art Director
.ps Her Feet

The Ground o
Shartly thereafter, Mills published

ELEANOR FLAGLER his book, “Statistics of South Caroli-
.overnmental Affals - - pa,in which be-described—the-jails
which had been buiit in 1602, and his
improvement of it -

“There has been lately added to it,"”
he said, “a four-story wing building,
devoted exclusively to the confinement
of criminals. It is divided into sotitary
cells, one for each criminal, and the
whole made fireproof.”

bt and Jokin H. Seyle, Wi remodeled!
and added to the-jail in 1855. It is at
Magazine and Franklin streets.

Mills did, in factadesigh & wing for
the jail — at that time the Charleston
District Jail — about 1820, when he was
employed by the state as commissioner
of public works.

Charleston airport director

s (0. "Neely” Thompsen died
rplane crash QOct. 10, airpert
o5 soon began to wonder who
»place him- . )

1 we heard Mrs. (Kay) Lewis
.ance, everybody up here was <
~‘aid R.H. Smith, acity police-
g werked the airport beat for -

description of Mills wing. But, because
the present wing originally *had four
floors, and because Mills designed sev--
eral Gothic style bulldings and struc-’
tures with striking geometric shapes

years.
e she was appointed acting
Nov. 1, Smith said, “'ghe's done
scful job.” )
seerns to be the consensus from
“treet to-Aviation Avenué, Peo-
work with her call her elficient, i
od gnd well able to get things present wing was bis design.
A S T " Recent examination, however, of the
ext metion e fsct BaLsBe's &__jail's depicion 00 4 sirvey, mip, but
PR lished in 1852, Teveals that the octago- -
ArszLewis; 38,18 pggbably one of - - nalwing di tt.'no Ot that-timer

increased its atbhitectural imporlante. — =

of Charleston architects, Louis J. Bar- =2 .

“That was the extent of available™

and muotifs, 1t was assimmed that the. ™

vemnodeled, and that the Gotagonal wing
was built at that time. C

survivedi— - -
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rectangular wing extending from the
southeast corner, rear, of the main
building-

_It now appears that Mills! wing was

RN

b7

; womt_m nirPOItl @reéﬁri 1n the” ‘The map, surveyed by Robert Alleh,”

¥y T

e¢ Page 10-B, Column 3)
I : .

_is-in the'S.C, Historical Sotiety collec--
T tlon:lt'shows,jxreclselrmeasdred.-l: T

The remodeling of the jail by Barbot
and Seyle included the addition of the .
present frant portion of the buildidg
-(also absent from the 1252 map), witha -
" facade in the Romanesque Revival -
N style of the 1850s. ~

- Unfortunately, Barbot and Seyle's

plans and specifications for the remod-
eling, which are menticned

demolished in 1855, when the jail was “~tisment~ for’ bldsin~the:

in an adver-

However, an illustration in Harper's
Weekly, Feb. 18, 1865, shows the octag-
onal wing-on the rear of the jail, four
- stories tall, with a crenelated parapel

similar 1o the present gnes— """ "~

The ilustration-also shows, Fising
above the main roofline, a central
tower of two stories, octagonal in shape
and crenelated. R
- The tower survived until 1886. A’
Charleston——pholograph in the Gibbes Art Gallery

= memﬁﬁmﬁavwmwkmim

of that year, shows ;it.ir_: ruins, T

When the earthquake damage was S
repaired, the towér and the fourth floor . -
of the wing were removed. o~

rrrrr The jail remained in use untii-193%, -
when Charleston County sold it to the
Housing Authority of Charleston which
used. it {or storage until recently.

The building. currently houses a mu-
seum of penal history, operated as a
tourist_attraction.

—Morning
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. l'haven‘i said. much about the blue
law controvérsy, primarily because I
 couldn't find the right words 1o express

%77 myself. But thanks to George M. So-

School, 1 now have them — and they're
his. Mr. Somens writes, in part,—and1
totally agree — that: | ) T
“The laws af society Teflect the cus-

. toms and mores of the times in which
(hat society lives. As long as the cus-
toms and moral codes remain, enforce-
ment of the laws is no problem. But
times change. People change. What

.be today's norm. Thus, it is incumbent
on society to keep its body of lawsin ™
tune with the times. When we fail to
do this, then we have problems of
enforcement. :

The law itself comes into disrepute.
We make a mockery of the law and put
i those charged with its enforcement into
- an untenable position, Either they try

- rights would-need-some 200 years of

mens, a teachieral East Cooper Privates: ... That -we-are—apluralistip.spoiely—

——was vesterday s abomination ‘may-well——-

ment rights as well as many other

testing in the courts to become truly the
law of the lang. '

nationally today is well known. That we
can no lonﬁer tvrannize minoritiesisan -
accomplished fact, That our lifettyle is
no longer the simple agrarian way of
life should be obivious 10"all. And, that
we no longer can tolerate laws and
ardinances that are out of step with the
tintes and are patently uncenstitutional
logically follows.

_-if_we are genuinely concerned with,
maintaining law- and order and a re-

spect- for duly constituted. authority. . .. .
then we have an obligation to ourselves

and our society to strip the barnacles

that hinder and slow our progress. To_

permit gbsolete and archaic laws to’

remain on the books is only going to

create division in our society and breed

further civil disobedience. 1t is time for
_ reforms. Oh,_let us reform it altogeth-

er'”

- \o-enforce the-tmenforceable and be-
‘—‘Gﬂl\e ohjects of-ridicule;or they ignore
the-violations and encourage general

__contempt for the law o
citizenry and the enforcement authori-
ty is corrupted by its failure.

«So it is today with our blue laws.

— +—They are the product of a much miore

jous and homogeneous society here in
uth Carglina- and in many other

keeping of the Sabbath represented the
consensus of the majority. In the times™”

.
——{Statt Phata by Ti

~~—when~ these ~laws~ were—enacted, - th

rights of minoriti —were seldom-
. .malter of. concerm, The First Amend-

P -

n the part of the

—states—where -they- exist. The strick .

_.add. . _. o,

Thank you. Mr. Somens, you've said
it better than I could have. o
He goes on {o note that before he .
made his own feelings khown to one of
" his classes which is studying the issue, ’
he had them _write “letlers to the
editor” expressing their thoughts oa
blue faws. Virtually ail the eighth grad- -
ers favored changing or abolishing blue -
laws. Theit*'letiers” were excellently
written. and well thought-out, I might
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 Those are some sharp Kidst T djr
‘with them and their teacher.
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Chareston Jall Has Housed

,By-LISA DENNIS
‘Post Courier Reporter
- Inits day, the Gld-Charleston Jall .at Franklin and Mag-
azine streets, was an inpenetrable fortress_ .
. Its dark exterior; boarded-up-windows and perimeter
-wall are still foreboding, but rather than housing prisoners

“as it did until the 1930s, the jail is preserved for its histori-

‘cal significance and used primarily for storagé: .
.The basjc structure of the jail dates from the early
11800s, although it lias been expanded and remodeled sev-

-eral times. When built, it served as the jail house for

- ‘Charleston district, which included the present Charleston
“and Berkeley counties.

Until the mid-1970s, it was believed that Charleston ar-

.chitect Robert Mills had designed the octagonal wing at
-the southeast corner at the rear of the building. Architects

" ‘had assumed for decades that he designed the wing and .
. -“attribution of the wing to Mills, America’s first native
-professional architect, increased its architectural value.

»  New evidence, however, provided a better case for cred-
-iting the wing to a’ later team of Charleston architects,
‘Louis J. Barbot and John H: Seyle who remodeled and
-added to-the jail in 1856.

Mills did, in fact, design a wing for the jail about 1820,

- .when he was. employed by the state as a commissioner of
- vpublic works. Shortly thereafter, Mills published his book -

:“Statistics of 8.C.” in which he described the jail, which had
““been built in 1802, and his improvement of it:

% “There. has 1ate1y been added to- it a four story wing
_ ibuilding, 'devoted exclusively to the confinement of

: :crumna]s 1t is. divided into solitary cells, one for each
gcrimmal :and the whole made fireproof.”

Because the existing wing originally had four floors and

o 5because ‘Mills designed several Gothic style buildings and
istructures with striking geometric shapes and motifs, it.

gv‘v’as agsumed that the present wing was his design.
- - However, examination of the jail's depiction on a survey

: -..Jmap, published in 1852, reveals that the octagonal wing did-
. *not exist at that time. The map, which is in the 8.C. Histori-
1 wcal Society Collection, shows a. rectangular wing where the

cctagonal one stands. .

It appears that Mills’ wing was demolished in 1855, when
3the jail was remodeled and that. the octagonal wmg was
‘buxlt at that time.

~The remodeling of the jail by Barbot and Seyle mc]uded

: .the addition of the present front portion of the building

,;(also absent from the 1852 map), with a facade in the

: '“Italian or Romanesque Revival style of the 1850s.

Barbot and Seyle’s plans and specifications for the re-
: .modehng have not survived, but an illustration in Harper’s

< Weekly, Feb. 18, 1865, shows the octagonal wing on the .
. ‘rear of the jail, four stories tall, with a crenelated parapet

_‘'similar to the present one. The illustration also shows,
rising above the main roof line, a central tower of two
stories, octagonal in shape and crenelated.

" The tower survived until 1886. A photograph in the

- Gibbes Art Gallery collection, taken after the earthquake

i of that year, shows it in ruins. When the damage was re-

" paired, the tower and the fourth floor of the wing were

-removed,

- Many fameus eriminals have been housed in the Jall the ..
. *..mostvnotorlous of which were perhaps Lavinfa and John

LFlshe un_ 1819 were apprehended and- conwcted of

Do You Know Your

‘Charleston?

multiple highway robberies and murders on theout.skirts
of Charleston. Both stayed at the jail until hanged in 1820.
The hangings took place, not in the jail vicinity, but on

- the Charleston Lines, the War of 1812 fortifications that

‘gave Line Street its name and were still standing at the
time. -

Also Jailed was the hangman of Charleston, according to-
accounts of the Fishers’ execution. A  habitual drunkard,

- the hangman had to be confined several days before a

hanging so he eould sober up. His reward was all he coild
drink if the job were well done. :

Following an aborted slave revolt led by’ ‘Denmark
Vesey, four white men were imprisoned in the ]all for “a
misdemeanor, in inciting slaves to insurrection.” Blacks
involved were incarcerated in a work house nearby, where
the trials took place. - )

. As a result of the Vesey Plot, the Negro Seamarn’s Law
was adopted, which required the sheriff to arrest any free
black man brought into pert and keep him in the janl for
the duration of his ship's stay. '

‘The jail, having stood for more than haif a century be-
fore the Civil War, was used during that period as a prison -
for Union troops captured during the assaiilt on Charleston
harbor. Cells were occupied by as many as 20 pnsoners
with still more guarded in the yard.

Reportedly, prisoners’ quarters were not pleasant, har-

. boring disease, filth, insects and repulsive odors. And in

many cases, those 6-by-8-foot cells became the extent of

. the prisoners’ world.

- Originally the jail’s walls floors and cezImgs were made
from oak with the exceptmn of the outside wall of masonry
coated with plaster whitewash. Much of the woodwork has
been replaced by concrete and steel, but the layout of the
building has been restored to the demgn of the original
construction.

The jail remained in uge wntil 1939, when Char]eston
County sold it to the Housing Authority of Charleston.

In the mid-1970s a museum of penal history was opened
at the jail. With C. Harrington Bissell as president and:
Emmett Robinson:as artisticAlirector, portions of the jail
were remodeled to resemble their 19th century appear-
ance. Mannequins from the Exchange Building Dungeon
Museum enhanced the setting’s authenticity.

This venture, however, folded a few years later and the

" mannequins were returned to the Exchange Building.

The building — still owned by the Charleston Housing
Authority — is used primarily for offices and storage, and
at Halloween the city’s Department of Recreation turns
the jail into a haunted house. Just last week, however, the
building was dusted with manmade snow and for a scene
in the television movie “North and South” being filmed -
here for ABC.

The secotid and third floors are leased to Spoleto USA,
which uses the space for storage and-workshop areas. And
the bottom floor serves as a substation for a c1ty pohce :
team and ammal control division.. . o 2



Troops, Famous Criminals -

s v

“&taft Photos by Bill Jordan
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Jail has been remodeled several times over the years. S
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