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64 HASELL ST. WAS BUILT IN 1843 
Home constructed by Benjamin F. Smith. (Staff Photo by Swain.) 
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64 ·- Hase// ,·St. W,;J/ -Be ·ResfOreCJ 
By W.B.J . THOMAS 
·Staff Reporter 

Another antebellum dwell· 
ing house of particu1arly fine 
quality within .the boundary of 
the Aiisonborough r ehabilita­

. t jon di~trict )s scheduled for 
1 restoration .. · 

The large residence at 64 
Hasell St., Jong in casual 

, t , r~pair and now looking 
somewhat battered by the 

, years, bas r ecently been 
, purchased by Admiral and 
Mrs. Paul E. Pihl with plans 
for i~ reconstitution. The 
Pihls Plan to b~gin exterior 
restor ation work shortly, 
though the dwe:'.ling itself will 
be kept in apartment units a t 
tn\s time. 

·The-. lot occupied by · 64 
ii.a.~en· ..:,Yli.S a western ex­

. tepsi~wor.;the property of Col. 
Wifilath;<Rbett house (now 

... ~bWn- ·:as- ·~: Hasell). The 
"" -Rhett :; pr~ had been 
- "'h?-Ug~_l?!Pf.l ~ !°i ~ t 0 p h e : 
F1tzSmro!J~as ~) .. Y as 1807. 1t ·was· a.O ~\.FitzSimons 
who. -sold,.;ftie PGition. DO!V oc-

. cupied by 64 ~ (then as 
now meas~g 6i f_eet on the 
street and.J;.30 feet iv: depth) to 
Benjamin F : -sm.tb as a va-
cant lot f-Or $2,5CO in ~ay of 
1843. 

Benjamin F. Smith was a 
well-to-do building supply 
merchant , and perhaps this 
knowledge of materials led 
him to give attention to the 
details of ornamentation on 
his new home, for few houses 
in Charleston during · the 
Greek Revival period possess 
such a degree of finish. 

The plan of the house form­
_ ed a modified U shape with 
two large rooms on either 
side of the center hall for 
each story, backed by two 
smaller rooms on the rear. 
The hallway did not exlend 
through to the rear and this 
area was taken up by a 
shallow piazza. 

The most surpising aspect 
of the interior is the lavish 
treatment of both wood and 
plaster. The entrance hallv.-ay, 
the east sitting room and the 
library of the w!:st side each 
has a very_ full-blown en-· 
ta blature in -plaster. That of 
the sitting room· starts with 
an enriched band resting on 
the door and w i n d o w 
architraves. iopped by an ex­
panse of wall . topped in turn 
by a foliate frieze. egg and 
dart cornice and then a high 
r elief grape cluster and leaf 
ceiling band. 

Somewhat more unusual are 
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the handsomely c a r v e d 
frames for the open_ings of the 
room, where the Cloors and 
windows are flanked by full­
height pilasters t- in the 
Corinthian order ~-pied alter 

-· the Tower of the · Wmd at 
Athens. 

Something of the same idea · 
and scale · is evident in the 
dapr panels and exterior door 
frames where we find 
employed the Greek 

Po. y OUK now 
.Your Charleston? 
honeysuckle design as orna­
ment. In reduced · size, 
repeating the design from a 
slight distance, we find the 
Greek honeysuckl~ in the 
quite elaborate cast iron fence 
screening the yard from the 
sidewal~- . . .... 

Even more ornate is the 
wrought iron and hammered 
foliate work of the short flight 
of steps leading to the front 
piazza. Whether the work be 
in_ plaster. wood or iron. the 
builder did not skimp on 
enrichment. , 
· Smith kep"t the house only 
five years. selliniz it to . Dr. 
.Philip P . Mazyck for $11,000 

on Jan. 8, 1848. and moving 
UJJtown to John and Meeting 
slreets. In this sale we find 
the first mention of the 
"Three Story Brick Dwelling 
House and out bu ildings". 

Dr. Mazyck sold the dwell­
ing to Thomas W. Porcher on 
Oct. 25. 18.j2, for $13,000. 
Porcher. a planter in St. 
John·s Berkeley, held the pro­
perty in his own name for on­
ly a few months, transferring 
it in March of 1853 to Mary 
Mazyck Gadsden for $5. sug~ 
gesting a close family con-
nection. , 

Mrs. Gadsden was the wife 
of the Rev. Christopher P. 
Gadsden. for many years the 
pastor of St. Luke's Episcopal 
Glurch. The Gadsdens re­
tained the property until Mr. 
Gadsderr's dea th in May of 
11!72. His executors (Thomas 
W. · Porcher, William P. 
Holmes, Charles R. Holmes 
and John Stoney Porcher then 
conveyed the property, for 
division of his estate. to Ben­
jamin D. Lazarus for $4,600. 

In 1881, Lazarus' widow con­
veved it io a son. Marks 
Hubert Lazarus; it remained 
in his name until April 1, 1892, 
when he sold jt to Mrs. 
Florida J. Gadsden for $7 ,000. 

Following Mrs. Gadsden's 

death in 1916, the house and 
lot passed to her four 
children. George M. Gadsden, 
Phoebe Gadsden Gordon, 
Florence Gadsden Smyth and 
Phiho H. Gadsden. All in· 
terests in the property were 
then purcha sed by Philip 
Gadsden. a Charleston · at· 
tornev who headed the 
Ch a'r I e-s to n Consolidated 
Railway and Ljghtning Co., 
then the Charleston Light and 
Water Co ..• and at the end of 
bis career was a vJ~e 'presi· 
dent of the United Gas 
I m p r o v e m e n t Co. in 
Philadelphia. · · 

On March 12, um, ·be said 
64 Hase\1 ·to the · Carolina 
Realty Corp. for $6.000. The 
property was transferred in 
1951 to the Citizens and 
Southern National Barik ·as 
trustees under the ." will of 
Mrs. Pearl H. Walker. ~ 

The Pihls. who live- in ·the 
equally interesting · -Greek 
Revival dwelling at 60 ·Hasell 
just to the east of the Ben­
jamin Smith Dwelling, have 
selected colors for the exterior 
of 64 Hasell similar to those 
popular in the 1840s. Im­
mediate plans include the 
paintinl( of the residence in a 
shade of ivory, trimmed in 
white and with shutters in 
black. 
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Ornamental Iron Enha11ces 
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:raft Flowered Early In Colony 
· -. 

Fence For 64 Hasell 

By W.H.J. THOMAS to St. Philip's Episcopal · 
Stall Reporter Do You Know Church's western churchyard 

Evidence indicates thal from 
the fi rst flowering of the deco· 
ratlve ar l~ In the Cnrollna col· 
ony thetc \\'ere cta!lsmcn cre­
nliM cmh@lli~hmettl§ i11 lrbn 
!or local bul!din~s. 

Although the earliest surviv­
ing fragments of local iron­
work probably do not date be­
fore 1750. it is not unlikely that 
ornamental iron (no doubt lost 
in the many early fi res) was . 

. used in ':harleston just as soon 
as local buildings reached lhc 
grander asnects that would de­
mand such enrichment. 

/ 

As Col. Alston Deas shows in 
his 194t rnlumc "The Early 
Ironwork of Charleston". an 
advertisement was placed in 
thr. South C:irolina Gazelle as 
early as 1732 by Thomas t,Ol'C­
lace showing blacksmith oper­
ali·ins hrre. In 17>-1. another 
notice appearer! offering "all 
kinds of scroll work for grates 
and stair cases." 

The art of ornamental work 
for the exterior of homes and 
institutional buildings appar· 
rnlly pickrd up in the major 
building periods or the city anJ 
continued with much variety 
and interest until the war of 
18Gl-65 strapped the economy. 

The rdinemcnts characteris­
tic of 18th century Charleston 
were in c1•idencc in the iron­
work, as the robust though 

. cruder !calures of later build­
ing arts are s till very apparent 

. , 

Your Charleston? (17701 or at the entrance area 
to the Miles Drewton House 
from the l7GOs. 

The Adam was thin-lined 
In ~urvl1·ing ornamental Iron · d f .. ~ II lh n · "II · r 
fnllft Ille Jeafis @ll lkfou~h lil~ nn ' ' g c ' PP~~r.i Gr, re· 
Victorian period. ' q~orll!y Eol 11llou1 whh c~5l, ro· 

scltcs In !rad or ~nl~ll frn11-
Thcsc character istic refine. menls of "S" and "C" scrolls 

m e n l s have led to a fai r collared to the prircipal mem­
amount of snobbery concern- bers. 
ing the value of " wrought" The real strength came into 
over "cast" iron, the latter Charlc:;ton ironwork when 
presumably less worthy of al- more firml)' American appcar­
tcnlion in the minds of many .1nces were de1·clopcd w1lh the 
homeowners. Greek Revival. Though frc­

This overshadowing of a lat- qucnlly ignored because of its 
er p,•riod's products by the ap- full·llodied appearance - and 
peal fo~ the delicate Jines or an once again because it is most 
earlier time appears lo have usually cast iron - the cxam­
resullcd in some repl~cemcnt pies from this period after 1830 
of 19th cc.nlury work with rath- give the city much of ils peri-
,e~ anemic 20th_ centu~y vcr- od feel. · 
•swns of the earliest period. 1~,,A most attractive and var-

The rnth century ironwork of \ ~ious example may be found on 
Charleston was almost com- the Benjamin F. Smith House 
plelcly English in origin, anrt at &I ltascll St., a dwelling 
among the city's most active built in llll3. No snobbcrv con­
~raftsmen o r iron-masters 1c c r n i n g the clifierenccs be­
wcrc Tunis Tebou.l and ~\'ii- tween wrought and cast both­
!Jam Johnson. Thts English- ercd the iron w or k e r who 
ness con~inued alon~ with oth- made the front gate. fence and 
er bu1ldmi: fashions beyond stair railings lo the house. 
.1800 d c s p i t e the Revolution Employing in ruhust ou!linc 
<where p<otriots Tcllout and the Greek honeysu~kle design 
Johnson ldl more evidence of to top the fence members, he 
I.heir politics thJn they ever created large·scalc "S" scrolls 
Jell proof o( their ironwork). for knee panels the scroll 
: The Adam-style iron work of e1~ds terminating 

0

in cast lead 
1800-lSlS was quite delicate in star flowers. The foncc rests 
keeping with ils other related on a series of solid iron balls, 
aspects and missed some ol with the panels on wrought 
.the wonderful vitality which iron circles. 

) night be seen in !he gateway The stair railing is In iron 

over-lays wi1h four-sided bal­
ustrades. Between 1hcsc balus­
trndcs arc thicker versions ol 
the '·S" ~cro ll woven tl1rour,h 
with modified ac;111th11s lral'l'S 
created bv admi1·alllc ha111n11·r 
work. Eucil scroll 1•11ds nt its 
l.io ttollHllosl cu r v ~ 11 !Ill 11 
l~r~c 1u~icn o! thu clgltt ­
!><>iuktl ~tor f1•1wcr, 

13y the 13.iOs, a Gothic or l\o­
manesquc di rection was indi­
cated, though seldom Cully C):-_ 

pressed. Cast irnn had fu lly 
come into it.'i own as m;1y be 
5ecn in the roughly siinil<or 
iron work at nee !llork (101 , 
103, 10:, and 107 null 1, bt:ilt be­
tween l8:i t and 18j; , and the 
large .John Robertsr1n House al 
34 Smith Si., built in 1855. 

There we iind a scrirs or in­
tersecting arches braced lly 

. flmnes. ro~cttcs and curlinll 
vines. in a blo:;soming of Vic· 
torian lcm~encics. 

Following lhc Ci vi I War, 
even al 1hc gr:111d~5t homes. 
t11e ircn 1r~rk became su:·pris­
ingly rcslraincd. As may he 
seen on both the Geor~c W. 
Williams Jlousc at l·t-t6 Meet­
ing ibuilL 18i0s) and the Fran­
cis S. Rod~ers ~lan~inn ;it 119 
Wc11l11nrlh (huill lflflfl.<l, the 
orn;nncnlal iron dwindles lo 
an undcr5tatcd trcalme;il or 
spikes. barbs, fl~mes and 
:;;pear:.. 

,\nother l'ersion for the 
s3me period w;is in a criss­
cros5ing of stou1 wire in cir­
cles, ovals ~nd Gothic arches 
clamped here and there with 
flaming rosettes • 

·...-. 

( 
I .I 

I~ i ~ i 
1 · 
t 
! 
! 
I 
\ ~ , .. 

Ornate Hasell Strec- · P~-·~~f~"" 


