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Statement of Significance:

The King House at 1040 5" Avenue in the Maryville section of the
City of Charleston appears to be eligible for the National
Register for its significance under Criterion C in the areas of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture. It is a good example
of the type of country house that prosperous Charleston County
vegetable farmers built during the first quarter of the
twentieth century. (Another example is the Towles-Golden House
at Meggett, which has been listed in the Register.) Further
research may establish additional areas of significance.

The property, which is the entire 7.2 acre parcel known as
Charleston County Tax Parcel 418-06-00-028, retains integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association.

Description:

The King House is a two-story frame building with a hipped roof,
center entry with transom and sidelights under a gabled portico,
and a raised English basement. At the west elevation is a two-
story wing, its second level originally an open sleeping porch.

The influence of the Georgian Revival style can be seen in the
plan and massing of the house, but its details — the low-pitched
roof with wide eaves, the exposed rafter ends (concealed by
gutters), and the decorative beams at the portico, reflect the
Craftsman movement.

8iding is wood weatherboard, and the existing wood columns
appear to be the originals. The foundation, entry steps and
chimneys are of red brick laid in common bond, with corbelled
cast-stone caps at the chimneys. wWindow openings have double-
hung 6/6 wood sash, except at the sleeping porch, where wood
casement windows have been installed.

Exterior alterations have been limited to the enclosure of the
sleeping porch (date unknown, apparently 1950s; original columns
are stored in the basement), enclosure of one bay of the back
porch, and addition of a wheelchair porch to the side porch.

The inground swimming pool just west of the house is not easily
visible except from the immediately-adjacent grounds.

The interior features a wide center hall flanked by living room
(west) and dining room (east). Wall and ceiling finishes are
plaster except in the sleeping porch where there is narrow
beaded-board paneling. Interior doors are a mix of wood-and-
glass double doors and paneled wood doors. The dining room
retains its original exposed red-brick surround with heavy plain
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shelf. A modern “revival style” mantelpiece has been installed
in the living room. Alterations have been minimal: 1living room
ceiling sheetrocked after water damage from unchecked roof
problems, the replacement mantel, and remodeling the kitchen by
removing the partition wall between the original small kitchen
and its pantry. Plaster walls and ceilings remain in most of
the significant interior spaces. Overall the historic integrity
is very high.

The house is set at the head of a live oak avenue almost 1000’
long, which was planted when the house was constructed nearly
eighty years ago. The drive curves off to the east side of the
house today, but in the front lawn can still clearly be seen the
original driveway circle. Only the immediate grounds around the
house are open. To the north and east is a small arm of 0Old
Town Creek; to the southwest is an unpatterned garden whose
flowering shrubs have grown to great size.

The tract on which the house stands was reduced from 10.5 acres
to the present 7.2 acres by a previous owner. On the area that
was divided off, shown as 3.2 acres on the Charleston County
parcel map, a small mobile home park was constructed. It can be
seen from the oak avenue, but is not readily visible from the
house area.

Historical Background:

Ernest W. King began farming before 1900 on land owned by his
family in St. Pauls Parish. 1In 1915 he began planting
vegetables in St. Andrews Parish, and established himself as a
leading truck farmer. He owned a large tract in the area that
is now Maryville, on which he built this house in the early
1920s. The house remained in the King family until 1961.

The King House was designed by architect Henry F. Walker (ca.
1870-1925) of Charleston. A professor of engineering at the
College of Charleston, Walker also practiced architectural
design beginning in 1909. After designing a group of houses for
the Chicora development in North Charleston, he formed a
partnership with Henry S. Burden. He was responsible for such
buildings as the Rugheimer Building at 202 King Street, the
Bissell Jenkins residence at 52 Murray Boulevard, the Pinckney
Home (“Seamen’s Chapel), and the Timrod Library in Summerville.
Walker's original blueprints for the King House are in the
present owner’s possession.



il Charleston County Parcel

ok Property Identifier: 41 80600028

\f = - T

Lk ol
.— i
N
f
/ \
fa S 4 E
P '““'\I et % \\
L li |
/
| /\ il e
|. b 5 "-'&,-_ﬂ;'\.._
I
T

i
-

|
=gy l._
#180600028 '1
| I| N
i |
i |
@ Vo A
! '|I I| I

| /]
5 [ ]
I /
E ! | |
E g

- 5TH "I"l-:\.
\ -
| I f
. 3 ™ |
| ' & !
| i
1 | e
\
¥oow M /
& | \ ;
s | b P
g
! Vi
\ W/
' ¥







South
Carolina
Archives

& History

Center November 8, 2002

History &2 HERITAGF
For All Cremertions

M. Sarah Fick
PO Box 525
Charleston, SC 29403

Re: King House, 1040 5t Avenue, Maryville Community, Chareston [ Chareston County]

Dear Sarah:

Thank you for submitting the Preliminary Information Form [PIF] on the above referenced
property and for your interest in the National Register of Historic Places.

After reviewing your PIF in more detail, it is our opinion that the ca, 1920 King House, the central
remnant of what was a profitable vegetable truck farm in the Charleston area in the early twentieth century,
is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. We believe the property to be significant under
Criterion Cas a good example of early twentieth century Colonial Revival residential architecture of the area
and the work of Charleston architect Henry F. Walker of the firm of Walker & Burden. Are the oak avenue
and other early twentieth century landscape features part of a planned or designed landscape? Was there a
landscape architect involved? While we believe the oak avenue to be squarely in the revivalist mode of the
period, a case for its National Register significance beyond the fact that it clearly contributes to the historic
character of the whole property is vet to be made.

We do, however, recommend that a formal nomination which expands the discussion of the
property’s significance be prepared for review by this office, the State Board of Review and the National
Park Service. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me [803-896-6179] or Dr. J. Tracy
Power, our Staff Historian [803-896-6182] who can assist you as well in preparing the nomination.

We applaud your efforts to document and preserve this property and appreciate your interest in the
preservation and recognition of South Carolina's historic resources, and in the National Register program,
As always, we look forward to working with you on this nomination project.
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Architectural Historian
State Historic Preservation Office

cc: Mr. Tom Campbell

Mr. Robert Gurley, Preservation Society of Charleston
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