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Restoration
“Of Former
= ol B
Bank Begins
Work Is under way -nq
renovation of the old Farmers
and Exchange Bank building
on East Bay. Street.
Acclaimed as one of few
remaining examples of Hindu
Gothic architecture In the
coupiry, the bullding was

recently acquired by Sen.
Ernest F. Hollings.

A local developer had ap- ..

plied Lo the Board of Architec-
tural Review lo demolish the
building to create a parking
Jot. when the Hisloric
Charleston Foundation pro-
tested.

It was then that Hollings
offered to buy the building
and restore it as office space
of his law firm. i

Workmen remaved a small
one-story shed al the rear of
the building and will construct
a two-story, fire-proof storage
room and an office sulte In
its place.

Lucas and Stubbs and
Assaciales are architecls for
the project. They sald they
will preserve the huilding’s
exterior appearance as nearly
as possible.

Plans call for a stenographic
pool and office space for five
lowyers on the first floor. In
addition to the office suite,
the second floor will* house
A large conference room and
library. E
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Along-vacant Moorish-style former bank buitding in downtown Charleston that escaped the
wrecking ballin 1969 when the late U.S. Sen. Ernest F. "Fritz" Hollings purchased it for his law office
will soon see new life.

Donna Moeckel, whose family owns the structure as well as Anson's Restaurant a few blocks

away, plans to convert the bbuuiillddiinngg at 141 East Bay St., built iinn the decade before
the Civil War, into a private event space, [caption for photo not featured here]

Her family bought the property, once home to the Farmers and Exchange Bank, in 2002 for $1.25
million.

"The main thing we want is to restore the building," Moeckel said, "In the years that we have
owned it, we talked mainly about using it for a restaurant. | don't want it to be a restaurant. It's
such a jewel. | want it to be something exclusive for private events."

While the facade, currently undergoing an overhaul and obscured by scaffolding, is striking with its
unusual architectural elements, Moeckel called the interior "the most beautiful part” of the
building. [continues on p. 2]
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Historic downtown ‘jewel’ will serve new purpose
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