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fn August 2005, at the request of
IHistoric Cha¡leston Fou¡dation.
Mayor Joseph Riley created the
Mamr's Walled CiwTaskFoice and
oppoir,t"d a gtoup öf 15 peôple rep-
resenting the Charleston Museum,
Charleston City Courlcil, the Citr
Public Service Department, the
uharleston uounty Publrc Lrbrary,
Charleston W'aær Spæm (formerly
CPW), Historic Charleston Foun-
datior¡ the Mayor's Ofiìce the Old
Exchange Building, the Old Pow-
der Magazine and others. The pur-
pose ofou¡ Task Force is to fu¡ther
îhe stud¡ identifi cation, protection
and interDretation of the colonial
walled cityof Chadeston. .

One ofthe motivatio¡s behindthe
creation ofthis group was the ¡eal-.
ization that the city of Charleston
would soon have an r¡¡rusual, one-
time opportunityto ð(cavate asmall
portion of South Adgeris Wrar(
(now a one block cobblestone street
oþposite the east end of Tr¿dd
Strea) and search for the ¡emains of
sorne ofthe early defenses. Specifi-
callyatthislocatior\ e anticipated
findins one of the b.åick inte¡me-

&

diaiy redans, a salient angle that
projected outward from the main
defensive line torqard the harbor. A
plat, drawn byloseph Purc€ll in 1785

showed the ¡edan's point located in
the middle of South Adger'sWharf,
almos.t_directly opposite the center
une or rfaoo ùueer,

In the summei of2005. Charleston .

Water System was about to tregin a'

. 
phase of its city waste water system
modernization at the northwestern
co¡ne¡ ofHazel Parke¡ Playground.
The contractor and its engineers
needed access to the site for heavy
equipment but did not wa¡tto dam-
age the cobblestones. They careÍhlly
removed about 60 feetofstones ftom
the western end of South Adger's
Wha¡f, sto¡ed the stones and re-
placed them with a temporarylayer
of asrihalt. This was an 'a-ha" mo-
merri fo¡ those ofus who shareafas-
cination with the city's old walls.

Charleston was one of only thre.e
walled cities in North.America and
the only English walled city. Con-
struction ofthese fortfications was
begun here in the 1690s. They even-
tually consisted ofa brick wall and
outworks along the Coo¡er River
and, most probably, ea¡fhen works
along the other$ree sides. Granville
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Bastion was located at the southeast-
em corner and its remaiirs can be
seen (with considerable di.ffìculty)
u¡de¡ the Missroon House, the oÊ
fices ofHistoric Charleston Fou¡rdâ-
tion at 40 East Bayst. The remains of
the llalfMoon Batterywerefoundin
1965 and can be viewed in the base-
ment o1 the uld Exchange .lJu omg
atthe eastern foot of Broad St¡eet.
But the curtain wall along East Bdy
St¡eet, C¡aven's Bastion near the
U.S. Custom House, and the three
redans alon$ this main brick line
had not been seen in mo¡e than
200 years. The TaskForce proposed
thatprofessìonal archaeological ex-
calations could and should occur
between conclusion of the waste
water proiect and the restolation of
the stones to South AdgeÍ3 Whaf

|an. 3, and lasted for neaily two
weeks. On dayone Charleston Wa-
ter Svstem's skilled backhoe ooera-
tors, ãug a trenchwliere*" 

"*pà"dto fìnd the redan. To our surprise it
was not there, but there were other
notewortþ archaeological fi nds,
incìuding the brick pavers which
floored the Lower Ma¡ket that was
located on the site in the last half
of the 18th century. On day two,
remnants of tlre demolished para-
pet of the redan were found along
with a deeply buried arched brkk
drain running east-west through
the site. Day three, we celeb¡ated
our fìrst glimpse ofthe no¡th face
ofthe T¡add St¡eet Redan. The die .

continued fo¡ another seven dayi
with new discoveries a¡d mvster-
ies a't eYery turn. Late Wedaesday,
the t6th, as the rain douds began
to gather, thê backhoe began fill-
ing in the trenches. Thus began
the process, which is continuing,
ofreturni¡g the steet to its earlier
cobblestone a¡þearance.
ln sum, wé were able to lea¡n a

great deal about the earþ harbor-
side defenses. We also now know
thât the Doint of the redan and its
southern face are not in the street.

southofou¡exca'vations r¡¡demeath
acity-ownedsúrfaceparkinglot. We
hope to þe able to investigate a small
portion ofthis lot eventually.
. This archaeological p{oject gen-
erated a great deal ofinterest in ihe
comrnirnity and an almost over-
whelming number ofearþ artifacts,
including imported and domestic
ceramics, wine bottles, animal
bones, claysmokingpþes, and even
seleral leather shoes ftom the early
18th century. The archaeology was
co¡rducted by Eric Poplin and crew
from Brockirìgton and Associates
andbyMarthaãerdena¡dRonA¡-
thony ofThe Charleston Museum
underthe auspices of the TaskForce.
The citv ofCha¡leston p¡ovided the
bulkofthe funding with additional
funling provided byPost and Cou-
rier Foundation and private donors.
Majorin-kindsupportwasprovided
by Charleston Water Slstem iir the
form of equipment ând crew and
by Historic Charleston Foundation
with signage, educational mat€rials
and stafftime.

A soecial word ofthä¡ks is due to
historian Dr- Nic Butler, who joined
us every day and v*rose knowledge
of the relevanthistorical documents

The dig was begurr on Thuisday, butr¿therarelocatedafewfeettothe was an amazinq asset, Nic also cge- Mayor's Walled.6¡ty Task Force.

ated a Web log for the Task Force,
which orovides details about the
project a¡d shows ho$'the archaeol-
ogy progrcssed day by day ïb learn
more and to see photos of the dig,
go to http://r'aledcitt'tasldorce.org/.
We were also tha¡kful to be joired
by more than 40 voluirtee¡s and
hundreds of onlookers and school
groups eadr day.

We want to express our appre-
ciation to €veryone associated
with this exciting project. Special
thanks go to our donors and to
Charleston Water System fo¡ all
oftheir support. Equipment op-
erators, James Bonnett and Leroy
Young were heþfuIand incredibly
skil.led. Thanks, too, are due tô the
citizens of Charleston for their
encouragement and intef,est in
colonial Charleston history and in
urban archaeology. The Task F.orce
will continue its work in promoti¡g
both. We hoDe to conduct addition-
al excavations in the future and to
ihte¡p¡et our findings with sþage
near the intersection ofEast Bay
and South Adger's Wharf.

Joseph Mccee and Kather¡ne
Saunders are co-chairs ofthe
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