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and KATHERINE SAUNDERS

Tn August.'ZOBS, at the request of

Historic Charleston Foundation,
Mayor Joseph Riley created the
Mayor’s Walled City Task Forceand

. appointed a group of 15 people rep-

resenting the Charleston Museum,

*"Charleston City Council, the City

Public Service Department, the

. Charleston County Public Library,

' creation of this group was'the real-.

Charleston Water Systern (formerly

- CPW), Histori¢ Charleston Foun-

dation, the Mayor’s Office, the Old
Exchange Building, the Old Pow-
der Magazine and others. The pur-
pose of our Task Force is to further

“the study, identification, protection

and interpretation of the colonial
walled city of Charleston. 7
. Oneofthe motivationsbehind the

ization that the city of Charleston’

would soon have an unusual, one--
timeopportunity to gxcavate asmall

¢ portion of South Adger’s Wharf,

(now a one block cobblestone street

.opposite the east end of Tradd

Street) and search for the remains of
some of the early defenses. Specifi-

, cally at thislocation, we anticipated

ﬁ%}_:ding one of the b@ck interme-

* diary redans, a salient angle that
projected cutward from the main

defensive line toward the harbor. A
plat, drawn byJoseph Purcellin 1785
showed the redan’s point located in

the middle of South Adger’s Wharf,
almost directly opp031te the center *
line of Tradd Street. . _
Inthesummef of 2005 Cha:lest()n B
Water System was about to begin a:
‘phase of its city waste water system
‘modernization at the northwestern
corner of Hazel Parker Playground '
The contractor and its engineers. .
-needed access to the site for heavy
equipment butdid notwantto dam-.
agethe cobblestones. They carefully-
‘rernoved about 60 feet of stones from

the western end of South Adger’s
Wharf, stored the stones and re-

placed them with a temporary layer -
of asphalt. This was an “a-ha” mo- .

hent for those of uswho share afas-
cination with the city’s old walls.

Charleston was one of only three

walled cities in North Americaand

" the only English walled city. Con-

struction of these fortifications was
begun here in the 1690s. They even-

tually consisted of a brick wall and -
. outworks along the Cooper River

and, most probably, earthen works

' alongtheother l%nee sides. Granville
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ern corner and its remains can be
seen (with considerable difficulty)
‘under the Missroon House, the of-

fices of Historic Charleston Founda--

tionat 40 East Bay St. Theremainsof

- theHalfMoon Battery werefoundin

1965 and can be viewed in the base-
ment of the Old Exchange Building
at the eastern foot of Broad Street.

" But the curtain wall along East By
~Street, Craven’s Bastion near the

1.8, Custorn House, and the three

.redans along this main brick line
" had not been seen in more than

200years. The Task Force proposed
that professional archaeclogical ex-
cavations could and should occur
between conclusion of the waste
water project and the restoration of
the stones to South Adger’s Wharf.

The dig was begun on Thursday,

Jan. 3, and lasted for nearly two
weeks. On day one, Charleston Wa-
ter System’s skilled backhoe opera-
tors, duga trenchwhere we expected

_ to find the redan. To our surpriseit .
“was not there, but there were other

noteworthy archaeological finds,
including the brick pavers which
floored the Lower Market that was
located on the site in the last half

: _ " of the 18th century. On day two,
- Bastion waslocated at the southeast- .

remnants of the demolished para-
pet of the redan were found along
with a deeply buried arched brick
drain running east-west through
the site. Day three, we celebrated
our first glimpse of the north face

“of the Tradd Street Redan. The dig .
continued for another seven days
-with new discoveries and myster-

ies at every turn. Late Wednesday,
the 16th, as the rain clouds began

‘to gather, the backhoe began fill- ;

ing in the trenches. Thus began

the process, which is contmmng,
“of returning the street to its earlier

cobblestone appearance. -
~In sum, wé were able to learn a
great deal about the early harbor-

-side defenses. We also now know
that the point of the redan and its *

southern face are not in the street,
butratherarelocated a fewfeetto the
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'Walled Clty Task Force hopes to continue excavations

south of our excavations underneath
acity-owned surface parking lot. We
hopetobeabletoinvestigatea small
portion of this ot eventuaily.

This archaeological project gen-
erated a great deal of interestin the
commiinity and an almost over-

“whelming number of early artifacts,

including imported and domestic
beramlcu, wine bottles, animal
bones, clay smoking pipes, and even
several leather shoes from the early
18th century. The archaeology was
coniducted by Eric Poplin and crew
from Brockmgton and Associates
andbyMartha Zierdenand Ron An-
thony of The Charleston Museum
under the auspices of the Task Force.
The city of Charleston provided the
bulk of the funding with-additional

" funding provided by Postand Cou-

rier Foundation and private donors.
Major in-kind supportwas provided
by Charleston Water Systern in the
form of equipment and crew and
by Histori¢ Charleston Foundation

. with signage, educational materials

and staff time. :
A special word of thanks is due to
historian Dr. Nic Butler, who joined

us every day and whose knowledge :
of therelevant historical documents

was an‘amazing asset. Nic also e

ated a Web log for the Task Force,
which provides details about the
projectand showshow the archaeol-

- ogy progressed day by day: To learn

more and to see photos of the dig,

goto http:/fwalledcitytaskforce.orgl.
‘We were also thanktul to be joined -

by more than 40 volunteers and

hundreds of onlockers.and school .

groups each day.

We want to express our appre-
ciation to everyone associated
with this exciting project. Special
thanks go to our denors and to
Charleston Water System for all
of their support. Equipment op- -
erators, Jarnes Bonnett and Leroy
Young were helpful and incredibly
skilled. Thanks, too, are due to the
citizens of Charleston for their
encouragement and interest in’
colonial Chatleston history and in
urban archaeology. The Task Force -
will contintieits work in promoting
both, Wehopeto conductaddition-
al excavations in the future and to
interpret our findings with signage
near the intersection of East Bay

4nd South Adger’s Wharf.

Joseph McGee and Katherine
Saunders are co-chairs of the
Mavyor’s Walled gity Task Force.




