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THE HAPPOLDT HOUSE

^o^',1 âr . r.7^rìr:l tr^rn-sl-nrv Ch Le ioarra 
"",Thi's vernacular, .wood, two-story charleston singl

probably constructed beÈween 1853 and 1857 by Albert ü7. Happoldtt

a Charlest,on but.cher who lived on nearby Cannon StreeL. He had

acquired a tracL consisting of several loË's in this newly oPened

street of Cannonsborough in May 1848 from Thomas Gates. The

Happoldts hlere a prominent German immigrant family which origi-

nally immigrated from Brausbach, Germany Prior to the American

Revolulion. They vlere active members of St. Johnrs Lutherán

Church and the German Friendly Socíety. Albert seems to have

been born after his family temporarily returned to Germany in

1805, but by his early adulthood, h" was again livíng in

Charleston. J. M. Happoldt (c. 1805-1881)r apparently a brother

of.Albert, was a gunsmith and maker, living and working at 45

SÈate Street. The Happoldtts are considered to be the finest

makers of guns in South Carolina prior to the Civil tJar. The

Charleston Museum has two examples of their v¡ork

Af t.er this house was compleLed, iË was temporarily occu-

pied by J. H. Happoldt, son or nephew of AlberL, who was also

a gunsmith. Af t,er Albertrs death, the house was sold ín

settlement of his esLate in 1859 to F. Postelle Thackam, a

clerk in the Ogilvie dry goods store and mortgaged to Charles

Macbeth. Sometime during t.he.Civil !üar, Macbeth acquired

full title and Thackam disappearedfrom the records. The house

was sold by Lhe execuLors of the will of Henriett'a Macbeth

in July 1889. After the hlar Between Èhe States, the house seems

to have remained renLal próperty until well into the twent'iet'h



t.

cenÈpry, occupied by freed slaves holding occupatíons such as

portêr and blacksmith. It was owned by a succession of'middle-

clas.s black Charlestonians

The conformity of the house, and íts adjacent out build-

ings are shown on a plat dated November 15, 1859. It may be

the oldest house in this block of Smith SÈreeÈ. The properLy

was acquired by Historic Charleston FoundaËion from the estaËe

of Oliver Hasell in L984. It has been unoccupied for several

years, and had been cited for condemnation by the CiLy.

The House was purchased by the FoundaÈion under its re-

volving fund and rehabilitat,ed primarily r+ith funds from a

DepL. of Housing and Urban DevelopmenÈ Block grant administered

by the Cit,y of Charleston. It is the last of a series of fif-

teen dwellings rehabilitated by Lhe Foundalion under i¡s Home

Ownership Program, begun in L979, and desígned Èo save small

dwellings of architectural merit and reËurn Èhem to single-

f.amíLy ownership by residents of the area of moderate income.

The building is under contract of sale to HOP applicanÈ,

Ms. Dana Campbell, a former long-Èerm resídent. of the area.

Ms. Campbell is in the process of completing the required
ttsÍveat equitytt work on the interior of the building.


