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The Spanish spy, Camunas, reported in a deposition dated July 12, 1672, 
on the appearance of the set t lement. He described a wooden fort at the 
land side of the village and about ninety houses in the village, without 
any £om.al streets. He said t he fort was "of wood made into a sort of 
<.:a ll of heavy logs & its height & elevation is about (7 f eet) with 28 
;:; ieces of artillery of iron and bronze, twelve of which are pointed toward 
the river & the port by which the ships enter, and the rest, from thei r 
l ow embrasure, t oward different points on the mainland ." 

By February, 1674, the original palisade around the town had apparently 
fallen into ruin as witnessed by Thomas Vi de. From the Grand Counc il 
records it bec.omes ~lear that a. nel.' palisade was built "about Charles 
To-.. 'tle" ir{ · 16 74; 'iikeiy as 'a re'su l t, not only of disrepair of the o.ld one, 
but ·fr om the f~ct t~at a l~rger area was very likely needed due to expansio. 
of the viilage . · · · 

The first town was carelessly laid out in an irregular manner. The Sur­
veyor General responsible for laying out the to-wn lots was Capt. Florence 
O' Sullivan, who, according to Stephen Bull, was a very troubleso~e rr.an . 
He ~ade many e rrors in laying out the lots. He also gave the colonists 
other trouble, so it is apparent, therefore, that the Surveyor General 
wa s a focus for problems involving the irregular layout of Charles Towne 
resulting in the re-survey in 1672. On June 1, 1672, the Council passed 
an "Act for the unifortN building of Charles T01.me." And as a r esult, in 
July, people own i n~ lots in Charles Towne came before the Grand Council 
and turned them in, and were issued new ones according to the ne-;.; plan of 
the town . 'Die record of lots mentioned at thls time indicates that there 
were at least 62 lots in the new plan. The governor ' s plantation ·was 
located on the point of land across the creek to the south of Albemarle 
Point. ·Besides the town proper; mos t of the settlers were scattered on 
individual tracts some distanc e fron the Point . 

Presently t he site is undergoing archeological excavation. Ruins found 
include some from the Jonathan Lucas Plantation of the early nineteenth 
century. Old bits of pottery made by Indians, ditches for fortifications , 
and similar remains have been f ound of the early town site. 

I ** u.1der arch€ological investigation 
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The settleoenc of Caro l ina was planned as a planting and trad i ng provinc e by 
the Lords Proprietor, and the succ es s of . the venture came about through the 
efforts of Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, after a 1664 settlement on the Cape Fe1r 
had f a iled . After a stormy voyage during which the vessels Albemarle a nd Po t 
Royal were lost, the Carolina anchored off the Carolina coast and the settle"-e 
dec ided co plant at Kayawah. TI1ey arrived early in Apri l , 1670 . This group 
was joined on May 23, by a sloop, The Three Brothers, that ha d come by way o ~ 
Virg i nia, and these people began the settlement that was to be referred to 
a s "Alb~marle poynt at Kyawaw." 

The se ttlement was located on the Ashley River 
as Kayawah , and that it was on a point of l and 
marsh on the other, known as Albemarle Point. 
were informed that the town in which they were 

in country known by the lndia ~s 
having a river on one side an a 
In November, 1670, the coloni ts 
set tled was to be known a s 

Charles To1Jne. 
': I: ; I 

Threa ts . o f a Spanish i!1'-:~J~ion ~ade .• ~~~ s.~t t~~rs ~ui,c.~ to , ~L\_i~d; .fo~,tiJtcation ~ 
Both ·a broad t rench and a palisade may likely have been us ed, according to 
sources such as the Shaft.s}:n~ry_ P.aPe:.r: ,s .. Camun::i ~,. -~pa_nish s~y_, r eported that t i e 
co l onis ts had "a s trong ti'ous·e ·or ·wo'oct ro'o.fod ·witn' · shir;,gles': 'Aro und "&· wi t hin 
this wooden f ort, fifty men are stationed with an infantry captain in cha rge 
as appea r ed to him, and in the said house were many fir earms , s hot-guns , an1l 
naked cutlasses." This wooden fort cove. r ed with s hingles would appear t o ha"e 
a striki ng r es emblance to the struc tu re which J os eph Wes t was s uppos ed to bu l d 
t.1hen he arrived in Carolina. He was ins truc ted to bu ild two houses wi thin t ,e 
fort protecting the town, both of which were not t o be tha tched , i. e ., they \ere 
Ito be cover e d with a more secure and permanent r oo f; shi ngles . One was to 
tontain food , clo thing , tool s , etc., while the other was t a house the stores of 
~ar . It i s appa r ently this shingled building, l oca ted on the l and side of tl e 
~illage , a~d hous ing t he s tores of w.ar, tha t Camuna s saw and described . It ~as 
t ons truc t ed co pro tect , not agains t t he Spaniards , but agains t the Indians a1 d 
r hoeve r might wa nt co ha rm them on t his l a nd side o f the village . 

"r iendly I ndians he l ped t he r o l onisc s during the fir s t yea r s of se ttl ement. 
he f i rst c r ops we re growing the Ind i ans almos t daily brought food, and cont 
o do s o du ring the wi nte r, for che hoped-for crop was no t co produce the ex 
ect€d r eturn. Among the varie ty of pla nts tried a t Charles Tovne. vineyards 
l ive groves were considered quite i mportant . Vineya rds we r e s t ill being gr 
t Charle s Towne in the 1770s, o.n.d olives still flouri s hed until 1837 , when 
s e ve r e fros t killed mos t of the trees then growing . 
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8 . SIG~IFICANCE (OLD CHARLES TOWNE) I 
I As early as 1670, Governor Sayle had set aside the land known as Oyster Point , I 

between the Ashley and Wandoo(Coope r) River as a town site. As t he 1670s passe d, 
1more people moved to this site across the river from the original settlement on '. 
!Albemarle Point, and in 1679, the new Charles Towne was declared the port t ow-n. · 
l By t ~e following yea r the old s ite was r eferr ed t o in t he minutes of t he G ra~ ~ : 
jcour:ci l as "Kiawah some times ca lled Charles Towne," and f r om this t i ::ie on , Oys ter 
:Po i n t and its se ttlement was to ca rry this name , even tual l y evo l v ing t o Cha rl es t on . 

Bct' ... ·een 1694 and l697, 760 acres of land kno\.1!1 as "Old Town Plantati on" was 
granted to James Le Sade. This included the si te of the original Charles Tor,,""ne ~ 
and no record s urvives revealing the transfer of the t own l ots or the adj oi ning ! 
c:vo acr e lots by the individual prope rty owners. The plant a tion went through 
several hand~, and is presently b~ing negotiated fo r by the South Carolina 
Tricentennial Commission . I 

I 
Art i fa c ts found io t he excavation area include Indian po tte ry of the Early ~oodl and 

Period , perhaps as early as 500 B.C . The discovery of a number of fragments of ' 
baked clay objects (that appar ently had holes shaped into t hem before firing) on 1 

the Charles Towne site represents the northernmost known occurrence o f these 
ob jects on t he east coast. 

!seventeenth-century Indi~n p~t t~ry was also found on t he site . Trade wi th th~ 
. Indians began a llX'' ; immediate lv .d t e r the colonis es ' arrival a t Albe!!la r le Po i nt. 

! Europe~r. ~ ~ rdm~cs found on the site thus far a re two pieces of a Bellarmi ne t yp~ , 
brown, salt -glazed jug found on the surface. Also some pipes, musket ba lls, 
nai ls, bone and oyster shell have been found . I 

, Eighteenth-century artifacts include ceramics and bottle glass in cons i derable l 
·quantity, apparently representing a d~elling of the early part of the eighteent 
;century . These ob jects come fr om the period that the William Branford fa r::ily ahd 
the Horrys lived he re. I 

I 
~ineteenth -century objects include the J onathan Lucas Plantation site and t he area 
of the " Negr o Settlement" associated with it. A small t abby ruin n ay represe:ntl a 
nint:'.teenth-century s tructure intruding ont o th~ seven t een th-cen tury ditch . : 

Th~ pcesent Waring house and Old Town Plantation represent t he t~enti eth cent ~rh. 
o~ the site, and the fact t hat the land iS still held in a vast tract as a planl 
cat i on , refle c t s the tradition of t he use of the land that ex t ends i nto t he 1 
s 2 ve:1 ~ eenth century when the plantation concept of the utilization of land ...,as 
ri rsc begun with those first settlers to make Albemarle Point their ho::ne . Th is'l 
fac t should no t be ove rlooked in the interpretation of t he Charles Towne site ; 
rathe r than l ooking on the present plantation house as a product of t he twenti h 
centu r j , it should mor e prope rly be seen as the end product o f a l ong period o 
utilization of the land by man, beginning with the first occupat ion on t he si t some 
four thousand years ago . 




