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Q, Cour;e,r.: · . ·1 down or whi«::h hqv::;es· :th.eY" .qam~ . 
e~n· written. lately from, I have never leaqieq·, ' bµ,t 
a~,ciut ·my· ·restora- they . were offered to . me for: . '$SD 
·~arleston houses, apiece; .very few, as I said, bein,g 

t'O save 1the beautiful interested in .such things at.: that 
arch~ectuve of . Charleston · Can of time .. · I bo.ught them and pl;ice~ 
whi¢h 'I greatly appreciate) ·that I them in our.yard at '27 l{ing .street. 
·think it not amiss' to correct some Meantime, aft'er I had completed 
of th'e · misappre11!ensions se.t forth all that I was' a'ble to do in the way 
in 'the recent articles about th.e of restoration of East Traqd · s~reet, 
properties on East Ba~ between I was .offered six houses1 on East 
Tradd an.d 'Ellioft streets. To go for Bay between Trad.d an,d. Elliott · 
a few mom~nts into my Tradd street streets, together . ~ith . considerable 
restoration,. the houses that I re- frontage on Bedon's alley to the 
stored on. East Tradd street from a rear, including two charming little 
distressing state of delapidatfon, old English brick two-story hous~s. 
were Nos. 6; 8, 10, (No. 12 I bought These houses have had a very · dif­
but sold it unrestored; the buyer ferent fate from the Tradti street 
restored it); No. 19 Tradd street; ones, and from the plans I had for 
Nos. 21 and .23 (two houses which them in · buying them. Having sold 
I converted into one house. now all my Tradd street houses, mostly 
kl}own as No. 23 Tradd street; No. at considerably · less than it had 

049 Tradd .street, known formerly as cost me to buy and res~ore the.m, 
"Rackets Hotel" from the number I bought the . East Bay propert.ies 
of tena:l;lts in it; this house has such for future income, with no intention 
an'". attractive stairway that I was of ever selling them. I intended to 
asked to sell it during the restora- restore them and to keep them for 

1 tion period, which, of course, I re- investment. Dealing as I did i\1 a:ll 
) fU.Sed, having consistently declined this work almost wholly with bor­
i to sell the. wood work, or to re- rowed capital, the interest charges 
. model the o,ld house; I only restore became too heavy. They were all 
1 
them, a very different treatment under purchase money mortgages·, · 

, frotn. remodeling. 'No·: 54 Tradd so that borrowing on second mort-
. street,: ,.said to l;1ave been, and I gages to restore them was at the 
. thin~«.u~·douotedly true, the original time impossible. Then came tne 
po'stof~f~e in. early 18oq. The mar- five ye.ars of deep depression when 
ble · .Ste:i:i;1'.~to the front tloor on the it was unwise and impossi~le to 
street'' ·ha·s been worn thin on the · borrow. I finally had to .start sell­
edges-, .cati'sed (I was told by former ing off sufficient of the buildings 
generation), by the constant passage to relieve the pressure from the 
of people going in and out for their mortgages. The only ones . I ·was 
mail; the postmaster lived in the able perspnally to restore ' were the 
dwelling rooms . above. The balcony two little houses on •Bedon's alley. 
to this house' is another of those After restoring them I sold them to 
mute and sad evidences of the van- Dr. Edwin L. Kerrison. Still find­
dalism ih?t has been committed ing myself unable to finance the 
against these old homes; it was sold complete restoration as I had plan­
tO me from another house, where I ned, I sold No. 97 East . Bay to Mr. 
do ndt. know, for it ·had. already Dunham, of Long Island, and a lit­
'Oeen taken down. No. 61 was the tle later I sold No. 95 to Mr. John 
largest and handsomest of the McGowan. That left me still hold-

. Tradd street houses that I restored; ing on precariously to four houses 
this had very beautiful woo-a work, on the front, Nos. 91, 93, 83 and 87. 
and I labored hard to buy the house No. 83 needed some immediate re­
to• save that wood work, coddling pairs and in doing this necessary 
the . not too tidy 'children in the work, the house having such . dis­
house so as to gain the good will tinct atmosphere and charm, my 
of the owners; I regret and grieve contractor and I became so fasCi­
to say that · after . my great efforts nated by the possibilities that I 
to save this house, some of the could not· s~op work, and il'r order to 

I
: wood work was sold out of the continue the restoration, I had to . 
house after I ,Parted .~ith it. . sacrifice Nos. ~l and ~3. So that. ,~· 
· I also restored ·a tmy house on :i;iow .I aµi holdmg on ~1ght to oi:ilY 
Ford's cqurt, the. smallest. I ever two, Nos\ 83 and 87, with the sel~1~h 

I tackled. It was ,so cunn'ing' that conimlation 'for my disappointment; 
after .seUing i.t :and undertaking the that I still ' hold the two best in the 
restoration for th~ purchaser, I had block. . .. 
a house warming · for it, as I also . Meantime the two balconies· had 
had for tb.e largest, No. 61. :been .reposing in. our yard all this 

I next bro~e ·into St. Michael's time, one for over twenty years, 

I aJ.ley, also a .street ·of· .sad neglect ;yaiting. to' be· used in the. restora­
an.d delapidat1on, once .. famed as th,e bon of'. these houses. Both of the 
location• of. t,he la,w office·s of some orfginal balconies at Nos. 83 and 87 
of our most noted· att.omeys cif had been takeri off before' I came 
ante-bellum days. ·1T4e',- street is into possessfon of the houses. on·e,· 
one block •long,, named '·for .the his.:. that. from No. 87, I saw being .h'au.l­

' t9 ~ili: "cl:).urch· _'of the . Ar~pan~el .S.t. ed dow·n East B'ay on a .truck arid I 
· M.icP.a!\l. ·:~t 1s the' eontmµab~m. of :asked my' contractor y.rho h:ad 
· ~ii.0.1i~: ·st: ,:f!~t. 1~na111ed .'·fOF a, di·st'ip- · b~ught it ' ;onq he · tol4 ~~e. - ·but} 

f~i:,:.eµ).. . . H;ette '.I · restqri;i<:l ·, w.1ll: ne.t. ment1o:ri, , the Jl!l.rt.ies• .~ ... irh:e 
· , g:;;,iv;~.q ;~~1;;1fae1is.: .. au~~·; \0fl:i:e,r .. '.ot. ·m:r, ::tYi;g ·, b?lg,." · .- · . i,n;·: ~~ . 
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·t ' so ·:.. ·a: · 1· "setit'· t.to tfre' fOr. was .. o 1n·g, o 
m\n· and~i·cfup'l11ta'.ted. 'This house is· for Nos. 83 anel 87 :mast 'l3;iy. e 
'tj9w1 happily .' 9wned by thtee de- one· tha:t I retained· for all · these 
li'ghtftil Charle·ston ladies who"value years . is now adorning No . . 83 Eas~ 
it rnost ·highly; it gives me much Bay, the house that is now ill"·pro-

. pleasure to thinlt that it is in safe cess of restoration. 
and loving 'hands. Nos. 4 a.nd 6 met This account ·of my years of e~-. 
an ac;iually satisfactory fate. The fort at restoration may seem a bit 
owner of one of ·them told me that too personal for the 'public . eye, b.lit 
I must have had per in mind in re- it may be of interest to some, and 
storing it, for it suited her so well will serve to corre'ct what was a 
when she came to Charleston as a somewhat, though .. unintentional; 
bride. misrepresentation, in that it was 

I 
I operated a little on the west said that the sale of the last two 

end · of Tradd street, converting an and the restoration of No. 83 

I 
unsightly stqre into an attractive represented the consu)nmation o:I 
dwelling, but the west end of Tradd my hopes. On the contrary, it rep-
street is more modern and did not resented the miscarrying •ii of my 
appeal to me. plans and a bitter disappointmenl 

At the time that I started all this to me that I was not able to re­
work very few people besides my- store all my holdings, and to keep 
self ·were, ap·parently, interested in them. I have never commercialized 

· the saving of the beautiful homes my restoration work, or my love , o:t 
of 'our city, but I ·had friends among the old and beautiful things of 
the contractors ·and plumbers who Charleston. A .friend once told me 
kept me posted as to things that that I had too much sentiment . to 
were about to be destroyed. Through make money, and I think it is p'art­
the· kind officers of my good friend, ly true. At any rate it has been a 

, Mr. Julius E. S!llith, of 91 Broad great pleasure to be able to take 
/ str£Cet, I learned that Colonel James some small part in their restora-

1 

Armstrong, of blessed memory, had tion and' prese·rvation of our old· · 
taken a lovely fireplace out of his homes, and to point the way to 
old home on Laurens street, why others who were more blessed in 

I he did not 1say, but he said he their financial ability to carry on 
i thought the colonel would sell it to the work. It has been a privilege 
I me. I telephoned the colonel and to make my contribution toward 

I 
told him of my information and its such an important and worthwhile 
source, and, asked if I. could buy work. 

I 
the fireplace. His reply over the This, briefly, is the story of my 
telephone, in his accustomed and effort to preserve the old 'Charles­

' well known good humor, was "My ton as I know it; this letter may be. 
dear child, I. will be only too. glad too personal for publication. It may 
to give it to you." It now adorns be considered too egotistical for me 

i the f ireplace in one of the draw- to even think of putting it in writ­
ii;i~ rooms . in our old honte at 27 ing; but if it will point the way to 

~f§;:ig street. others to join us in the fight to pre-
7-,'.:·~lso thro4gh ' the kindness of the serve the old-time and old-worl'd 
"sa:trre friends I learned of two· hand- beauty of Charleston I .shall not 
.sblfoe iron J;ialconies that had been have labored ox: written in vain. 
:·t~ken dc;i:-q,,J'i'. :from somewhere on SUSAN P. FROST. · 
·state str~t: . <~.l;i_Y they were taken Charleston. 
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