(EDITOR’S NOTE: Fourth
in a series of articles on the
early dwelling houses of
Charlotte Street. The fifth
article will appear in this col-
umn next Monday.)

By W. H. J. THOMAS
" The -1820s form a rather

special period fof building in.

Charleston. It was not a pros-
perous péried for any part
of this region and the nember
of buildings in the Lowcouniry
that date from this time of
financlal depression are few;
yet those that were built show
a particular care of con-
struction and a finest of detail.

At this time the delicacy
and handsome proportions of
the Adam or Federal period
seemed to be fading, but nene
of the heaviness of later ner-
riods had traly been felt. Use
of elassical orders and details
still held and these were still
handled in many cases with
a refined lightness of touch
that is no doubt one of the
reasons  for

several decades. Flamboyance
in treatment was unkown with
the exceptlon of the city's few
examilas .of Regency. that

its lingering ;
popularity over a period of ;

ing house on this broad, shady
“uplown” street. It appears
little altered since iis con-
struction some 150 years agoe.

There are some confusions
concerning the early deeds to
this property, these having
been ‘incorrectly filed in the
early 19th century, thus mak-
ing it difficult to date the
present house at 32 Charlotte
very accurately. Judging from
its 1physicat self, however, it
could be tagged circa 1820-
1825, though it may be a few
years earlter than this,

This property was owned by
Alexander Mazyck during the
18th century. On Dec, 9, 1795,
he sold it ‘as an unoccupied
lot to Thomas Morris and
Philip Gadsden, Still as a lot
without buildings it was seld
to John Blake on April 6,
1807. Thiz John Blake may
have been the president of
the State Baok in Charleston,
as there Is no other person
of this name listed as a resi-
dent of the city at the time
of the conveyance.

To setfle Blake’s esfate,
the property was sold on Feb,
9, 1811, to John Casken, a
carﬁenter, in  trust for
Catherine Wegman. It does
ot appear that this last nam-
ed lady ever lived on Charlotle
Street, occupying instead
quarters during this peried
near the intersection of l{ins
and Vanderhorst. Casken di
take up quariers on Charloite
Street some years later, re-
maining there until iB40, but
it appears his house wes on
the south side rather than the
north side.

The true builder of the
heuse at 32 Charlotle was not
identified by this writer.

It was later acquired by
the Holmes family. They may
be foitnd living there in 1849
but. rip earlier than this.

When the house was owned
by William H. Holmes (of
the firm of Holmes and
Calder: "“white lead, zinc and
coler manufacturers’), the
property was extensive,

; reaching north to Chapel

$treet, having measurements
of 80 feet on Charloite, 85 on
Chapel, 416 feet on the east
line and 402 feet on the west

B,

On April 15, 1875, his surviv-
ing children and sole heirs
— Edmund G. Holmes,
Elizabeth R, Venning, William

Do You Know
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E. Holmes, Mary F. Holmes
and Margarei E. Holmes —
conveyed it to Wiliam °E.
Holmes, as trustee for
Georgeite C. Holmes, for
$7,050,

On Nov. 24, 1931, it was
purchased from this family
aller more than 30 years of
ownership, by Gloria E,
Gerard, the present owner.
The current measurements
are 81 feet by 276 feet.

In both detail and planning

period. The ''single’ house
plan would be allered in
several ways, to assure In
easy intercommunication of
main rooms and service areas,
and to creale oval rooms and
semi-circular prejections. This
dwelling is an interesting ex-
ample of such a praciice in
what at first appears to he
a very basic “single” house
plan. '
The body of the house ex-
tends back in three portions:
the main section with front
and rear rooms split by an
enlrance hall and slaircase,
a somewhai lower exlension
separate of the portion under
the hip roof, and then a rear
dependency in fwo slories.
This middle pertion, ap-
parent on the west side in
two projecting bays — one
above ihe other with the se-
cond story more shallow than
the first, allows for an ad-
dilional room but also what
couid have been & palsage

DWELLING WAS PROBABLY CONSTRUCTED IN EARLY 1820s
,V @ S Was residence of Holmes family for many years. {Staff Photo by Burbage.}
! o §

' Charlotte Street Earliest House

the house at 32 Charlotte
follows practices of the Adam

connecting the main body of
the house te the rear
dependency, thus allowing Cor
a plan of superior circulation.

The house is of brick in
Flemish bond, with a brick
dentil cornice, and the division
between floors accentuated by
belting, Solid shuiiers were
intended for the windows of
the first story and slatied
blinds for those of the two
upper stories. Over the win-
dows are flat arches in brick
but the iwo clair window
arches on.the east are semi-
circular.

The piazzas and pedimented
entrance repcat the delicale
ireatment of ihe period. The
columns on the two-tiered
plazza are exaggerated in
{heir slenderness;-the wooden
balusters have been
handsomely turned. On the se-
cond piazza level the Doric
columns are topped by gentle
segmental arches that carry
on that fine-lined grace ap-
parent in so many other
features,

Repeated in the projecting
bays are the delicate brackeis
that are in evidence in the
piazza cornice. As a whole
the dwelling is _one of the
most “composed” houses of
this style eonstructed during
this period in the city. Not
as elaborate or overly large
as other Adam residences, the
house &t 32 Charlotte is. the
ﬁ:ﬁed medium size Adam
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