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of misappretiensions set forth
i -the recent articles about the

) p’f_g.pertiés.i- on. Bast Bay between

Tradd and Elliott streets, To-go for
a few-moments-into my Tradd street

distressing : state -of delapidation,
‘were Nos, 6, 8, 10, (No. 12 I bought
but seld it.-unrestored; the buyer
‘restored- it); No. 19 Tradd street;
Nos. 21 and .23 (two houses which
I converted. into one house, now
known as No, 23 Tradd street; No.

r‘;49 Tradd .street, known formerly as

“Rackets Hotel” from the number
of . tenapts in- it; this house has such
an- attractive stairway that I was
asked to sell it during the restora-
s tion period, which, of course, I re-

.| fused, -having consistently declined

itd sell the wood work, or fo re-

. ;model the ald house; I only restore

jihein, a wvery different treatment
from;. rémodeling, "No¢! 54 Tradd

uhtedly true, the original
n-early 1860. The mar-
the front door on the

edgesy¢aused (I was told by former
generation), by the constant passage
of people going in and cuf for their
mail; the -postmaster lived in the

to this house is znother of those
mute and sad evidences of the van-
dalism th#t has been committed
againét these old homes; it was sdld
‘to ‘me: from anocther house, where 1
:%o; ot know, for it "had, already

“been taken down., No. 61 was the

‘largest and handsomest of the
' Tradd street houses that I restored;
. this had very beautiful wood work,
and. 1 labored hard to buy the house
tor sive that wood work, coddling
vthe not too tidy ‘children in the
liouse so as to gain the good will
.of the owners; I régret and grieve

_to say -that-after: my great .efforts

.tp sawe this house, scome of the
wood . work wds sold: out of the
{ house after T parted with. it~ )
-1 alge. restored -a -tiny house .on

fackled. It <Was-s0 cunning: that

|5 house Wwatniing' for it, as.I also
-haI‘d for the largest, No. 61,

s 15@:
" by “thiee. de

‘1t rhost

i f ighly; it gives me much
“piéasyre. fo -think that it is in safe

and loving hands. - Nos, 4 and 6 met.

gn' aqually satisfagtory - fate. The
gwier of one;of them told me that
I must have had Her Diimind in re-
storing ‘if, for it suited-her so well
when - she cameto Charleston as a
bride, . . )

I .operated ‘g little on the west
end of Tradd street, converting an

dwelling, but the west end of Tradd
street . is more modern and did not
appeal.to me.

- At the tithe that I started all this
work very few people besides my-
self ‘were, apparently, interested in
.ihe ‘saving of the beautiful homes
“ofour city, but.I-had friends among

the ¢ontractors and plutibers who
kept me postéd as to thingg that
were aliout.to be destroyed. Through
the: kind offiegs of my good friend,
Mr. Julius E. Smith, of 81 Broad
street, I learned that Colénel James
Armstrong, of blessed memory, had
‘taken a lovely fireplace out of his
old home on Laurens street, why
he ‘did not say, but he said he
thought the colonel weuld sell it to
me. I telephoned: the colonel and
told him of my information and its
source, and, asked if I could buy
the fireplace, His reply over the
telephone, in his accustomed and
rwell known good humor, was “My
dear child, I will be only too glad
JIo give-it 4o you” It now adorns
| the. fireplace in one of the draw-
ing reoms.in our old home af 27
g street. ‘ .
iso through the kindness of the
¢ friends I learned of two hand-
& iron: halconies that had been
from- somewhere on
¥y they were taken

fure - of Chatleston - (all: of
greatly ‘apprediate) that T
riot amiss to correct. some’

‘restoration, ‘thé houses. that I re-.
stored  gneKast Tradd street from a-

aid to have been, and I

‘been worn thin on the:

dwelling rooms. above. The balcony

' Ford's - eguit, - the sthallest I “ever:

giter selling itrand. undertaking the
restoration £or the purchaser, T -had’

" rigxt ‘broke 'ifto St. Michael's | 'tin

L -boyg
them in- ot ya Ling Al
- "Meahtine, after 1 had cempleted

I wag offered six houses, on East

rear, ineluding two chatming Iittle
old English brick two-story houses.

ferent fate from the Tradd street
ones, and from the plans I had for
them in buying them, Having sold
all my Tradd street houses, mostly

I bought the East Bay. properties
for future incorne, with no intention

investment. Dealing as I didin &l
this work almost wholly with bor=
rowed capital, the interest charged
became tco heavy, 'They: were all

so- that borrowing on second mort-
gages to restore them was af fie
time impossible. Then came the
five years of deep depression wlen
it was unwise and impossible to
borrow. I finally had to stati seil-

to relieve the pressure from the
mortgages. The only otes I was
able personally to restoreweré, the

After restoring them I sold thém to
Dr. Edwin L, Kerrigon, Still' find-

complete restoration as I had plan-

Dunham, of Long Island, and a lit=
tle later I sold No. 95 to Mr. John
MeGowan. That left me still hold~
ing on precariously to four houses

No. 83 needed some immediate re-
pairs and in doing this necessary

tinet “atmosphere ‘and charm, my
contractor and I became so fasci=
tated by.:the possibilities that I

eoitinde the restoratiop, I had to
sacrifice Nos, 81 and 93, 'So that
How I'am holding on-tight to only
-two, Nos 83 and 87, with. the sellish

thgt;l;gt' hold the two best In ‘[’hﬂ

5, Meantime the -two balteniés- hal

BIL Fepositg in: our yatd: ail this
w,-Ome for oier
ing. to be used i

adies who valug |

-ungightly” store into an -attractive |

the old

: vat T yetgined £
years. i now dderning . No,.
Bay, the hpuse' thal i now o’
cesg of réstoration. - . o

is account of my yedrs of ef+

‘ore that

 ford at restoration may seem z bil

too personal for the ‘pukblic,eye, byt
it may e of interest-to some, and
will serve to. corrstt what wis 3
somewhat, though -unintentional
misrepresentation, in that-it was
said that the sale of the last two
and the restoration of No. 83
represented the consummation of
my hopes. On the contrary, it rep-
resented the miscaryyinggof my
plans and. a bitter disappointmeht
to me that I was not able 0 re-
siore all my holdings, and to keepn
them. I have never commercialized
my restoration work, or my love.of

that T had too much sentiment.fo

make money, and I think it is part--

Iy true. At any rate it has beén a
great pleasure to be able ito take
some small part: in their restora-

tion and preservation of our old-

homes, and {o point ihe way fo

others who were more blessed in .

their financial ability to carry on
the work. It has been a privilege
to make my contribution toward
suchk an important and worthwhile
work.

‘This, brieﬂy, is the story of my .
effort to preserve the old ‘Charles— .

ton as I know it; this letter may be
too personal for publication. It may
be considered too egotistical for me.

to even thihk of putting it in writ-

ing; but if it will’ point the way to
others io join us in the fight to pre~
serve the old-time and old-world
beauty of Charleston I shall’ not
have labored or written in vain. -
. SUSAXN P. FROST,
Charleston. :

Tng ) d

Bay ‘oetween ‘Tradd  and Eliofh:
streets, together . with ' considerable " -
frontage on Bedon's® alley to_ ihe

‘These houses have had a very.dif—

at considerably less than it -had.
cost me to buy and restore. fhem, .

of ever selling them. I intendéd 1o
restore them and to keep them for .

under .purchase money morigages, -

ing off sufficient of the biildings-

two little houses on Bedon's -alley,

ing. myself unable to -finatice . the
ned, I sold No, 97 East Bay to Mr.

on the front, Nos, 91, 93, 83 and &7..

wolrk, the house having sich dis<

¢ouldrnos stop work, and. it¥ order to.-
comsolation for my "disappointrachty

:t‘wénty | enrs,

and - beautiful things “of-
Charleston, A.friend once fold me

"alt that T was*able to do in the way "=
‘of restoration-of East Tradd 'street, . -

P
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97 E’a’s’f BaySthf' ¥

Built’ Around 1741

By ROBERT P. STOCKTON

The three-story brick house at 97 -

East Bay St. is part of a snite of
buitdings constructed arouhd 1741 by
Othnief Beale, the engineer of the

city’s colonlal fortifications.

L

", new line ran

Beale purchased the site of the

house in March of 1741, along with a
Tow-water lat in front of it, on the
opposite side of East Ray Street and
anotier lot to the rear, extending
‘west to Bedon’s Alley. S
. The purchase price, 2,400 pounds
in South Carolina currency, would
fhdicate that the Hill family, which
Had owned the tot since 1734, had not
rebuill upon it atter the great fire of

740, :
. According to the deeds of lease and
zlease. e ful Lhea mscasured (28
et, 1 inches in front on the Bay, 2137
&e! in depth and 14 eet, 6 Inches cn
e rear line. . i
“*in September 174%, Beale pur-
chased from Joseph Shute and Anna,
Hic wife, o trianguiar piece of land, 8
teal wide at the widest point and 123
feet long. The piece of land was
| added to the rear width of Beale's
lot, giving it a width of 24 teet, 2

inches. . .
! According fo the deeds, part of the
“from
corper of sald Othnlel Beales new
" Brick Sture, to the South West corner
of
‘Kltchen, both now occupied by

Messrs, Stiel and Hume.”
. \“The tanguage of fhe deeds indi-
" Qates that Beale had compleled the
rick store (in the [5th century; that
. weant a storehouse} and brick kitch-
dn, and implies that he had complel-
‘ad the comblnation shop and
desidence, whlch those auxiliary

Bujldings served, sometime hetween-

{741 and 1748,
+ Beale completed the double build-
g a2 93-101 Eiast Bay St.al the same
time, a5 the bwo styuctures have 2
doramon roof and their facades are
relatett by a belt course and a corn-
ice extending the width of the twe
facades, and a glant order pilaster
Al either end ni the two facades.
- The two facades sre also related
to that of 95 East Bay, which has a
_ matching pllaster ot its south flank.
The bullder of 95 East Bay Is un-
Keown, and It has been speculated
that perhaps Beale was the builder.
, Beale, a pative of Massachusetts,
was a sea captain who settled in
Charlestowt: in 1721, By the 1730s, he
was a leadizg merchant o the Indian
trade, sending agents as far inland

ag the hllssissippl, exchanging Bri-

the Sauth east-

<al} Othniel Beales new brick .

tish manufactured gonds for deer
skins.

Beals accumulated much of the -

tow-water Jand opposite his bulldings
and his whar{ (or bridge, as the ferm
then was applied) was_one of the
most importanl on the Bay.

‘e was also a public servant, serv-
ing as president of the Hoyal Coun-

-¢il, as a member of the Commons

House of Assembly arid in pther post-
tlons. :

In 1742, [%44 and 1752, he was
placed In charge of strengthening
Chariestown's’ forfificaticns and in
1755 was named commissioner of
fortifications.

Beale lived pext door at present-

iSRS

Be Yoo foew
Your Charleston?

JRS——— Y
day 99-101 East Bay. He dled In 1773
at the age of 84. N

His will devised to hls widow, Han-
nah Gale Beale, “one half af all the
issites Renls & Profits Yeazly & ev-
ery Year arising trom the House &

. Steres adjoining on the South’" of his
L <'~

dwelling house.

According o the wi'.Il. ‘the house
and stores were oceupied i 1769 by

_ “Messrs. Robinson & Jamissn whe

have (or many years past paid Seven
Hundred pounds Curremcy pr An-
pum.” In 1772, the buildings were
leased 1o Messys. Simpsen & Joho-

- son, under the name of Simpson &

Co., far 500 pounds per year.

After Mrs. Beale's death, the prop~
erty descended io her som, Jobn
Beale, who had fermerly been his
[ather's business pariner. John
Reale had atse serveid In the Assem-
hly and was a Patriot officer in the
Revolution. .

John Beale died in 1807 and subse-

quently his heirs filed suit in the,

Zourt of Equity, contending {hat
Beale's bulilings and whar! were
“*in a state of dilapidation and decay
and daity decreasing in value. for
want of repairs, & for which they
were unable Irom [nsulficlent funds
) bestow, o rendet them produc-
tive." -

Consequently, the court accepted
their piea for division of Beale's
sstate and the property was sold ot
apiction an April 5, 1819, when James
Mitheelt, Tor a high bid of $14,00¢,
acquired present:day 97 and 99-1¢1
East Bay,

Mitchell died about 1231, In 1839,

i

(S1aft Phio by Tom Spain)

Czsimir Dutrienx, a baker, pur-
¢t ased the property at 97 East Bay.
Dutrietx’s family retained the prop-
ey untll 1893, although they moved
1o Meeting Street after the Civil War.

The property suhsequently went

through numerous owners, becom-

Ing at varjous times a toarding
house, 3 dalry, a grocery, a place of

refreshments ete.” during the Dis- .
. pensary years, and a carpentry

shop.
Susan Pringle Frost bought the
propesty in 1920 and sojd it in 1946 ta

Thetnas C. Punham. At the request
of My, and Mrs. Dunham, Mrs, Dore- -

thy Porcher Legge directed (he res-

toration of the house, with Gaillard

Dotterer, as contractor. ’
0ld pHotos show the building with

Rl A A, -

X : . ) Y N . - i.
97 East Bay St A

an early stovefront and an open atch
on tae north end of the tacade, giving
access to a covered passage.

During the restoration, the siore
front entrance was replaced wlth a
window, and a new fanlighted en-
trance was placed in the archway. A
semi-oval balcony was placed on the
second level, where a balcony had
tormerky beeh. :

In the Interior, a dining reom.
kitchen and pantry was built inta the
former shop space, and Mrs. Legge
designed n séaricase to replace a
“homemade narrow ladder” from
the ground floor te the firsl firor.

The orlginal staircase, from the
first to the second floor, remained
intact, however, as did the paneled
drawlag rrom on the first floor,




