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74 Church Street
The Doctor Quirk House
“Ms. C. 8. Henning

Originally, two buildings stood on this property - this house and
one on the corner of Church and Longitude Lane. The builder is
unknown but it is certain they both were constructed after the fire
in 1778 (much of this area was victim to 1t) and before 1788. Due
to scant documentation, difficulties arise in determlnlng the early
history of this house as well as when the other bulldlng on this
property was demolished.

The first known inhabitant, though not necessarily the owner, was
a Doctor Quirk. Firm evidence of ownership emerges in the records
of 1853 when the house was sold by joint owners, Reverends Paul
Trapier and William Dehon, their wives, and Dr. Theodore Dehon on
August 23rd to Mr. Henry Bischoff. Interestingly, the house must
have been used for rental as the Reverends and wives are listed in
The Charleston Dlrectory (1852) as residing at 37 Meeting Street.

Sixteen owners since Mr. Bischoff are listed, fourteen of them in
the 20th century, prior to the current owner, who acquired the
house on January 1, 1991.

A plat drawn in 1852 by Edward Brickell White shows that the other
house is gone and that two dependency buildings stood on the
property. These have since been removed and replaced with a
kitchen addition. The plat also shows that an exterior staircase
existed to the rear; there is therefore a possibility that the
substructure of the rear staircase in the house is original. The
plat also reveals that the original south facade of this house had
a piazza with columns that wrapped around it, about 34 feet in
length. The current front door on the south facade is typlcal for
a door leading onto a piazza. The four light transom is the best

detailed example. Comparison to the existing building shows that

the original facade would have been 5 bays long, not 6. The 6th
bay stands where the piazza would have wrapped behind the house.
Evidence of the 18th and early 19th century is seen in the
architectural details of the windows and shutters (from the front
of the house) as well as in the floors inside. It should be noted
that a courtyard exists to the rear of the house at present.

Enter house.

Living Room

The Chinese carved rosewood table dates to the late 19th century
The papier mache lacquer and inlaid table is English, <. 1830.
Displayed in the secretary is a collection of pre-Columbian
pottery. The lamp is a Tiffany reproduction, crafted from mother-
of-pearl. Frank Gallo, a Chicago artist, created the modern
sculpture in this room. The very simple dentil mantle in this



room could be original, but no real evidence supports this
possibility.

‘When progressing to the.Dining Room, notice the central stair rail,
newel post and ballusters - these all show evidence in their
architectural details dating to the 18th or early 19th century.

Dining Room

The mahogany dining table with hairy paw feet dates to c. 1850.
Also from that same time perlod the marble-topped mahogany pier
table. The curio cabinet is lacquered with black and gold. Also
of interest in this room is the mantle. Its "pierced" detailing is

- of Adamesque origin datlng to the beginning of the 19th century.
Most likely this mantle is a replacement, but it has historic value
none the less.

The artwork collection in this room exemplifies modern, humorous
sculpture - notice "Diane", the perfect house guest (also well
loved as debutante, jet setter, and best friend). Stephen Hanser,
artist, created the papier mache dog sculpture. Notice the use of

indian rugs as window curtains which compliment the room’s
furnishings. '

Kitchen

This room is an addition to the house. Two chairs are placed at
the steel and wood slat breakfast table. The sturdy butcher block
table is an antique. An oriental rug decorates the room. Keeping

with the home’s sculpture display, we find a papier mache work of
a "chef."
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& Historlo Analysis

18R centuwry documents providing 8 wealth of information on the heose and

propevty abt A Chorch 8. are few ard far beteesn, Howsver, the construchion
_.—-—-———j :
date of the howse is cerkaindy after 1778, for in that vesr a oajor five -

angul fed  the whole rsighboeb

wly  Ancluding this propevty. The firvst chrtitmmnt

which sheds ary  light on the properhy ds “The Ichnography of  Charlestoan,
Cfigrarea 1) a m-;-al:ﬁ of  the city of Charleston in 1788, only ten yeaarﬁ; after ‘tl"ué
martbionz] Five,  The "lchnography™  shows  bwo biad. lolimgps fhe proper by, 'l"l":e:e_
'f'ir;.as‘[: is on The rorth t::-:::-.vr'lrﬁ?n" of Chiuvreh 5t and Longitude Lane and the seoond
aits where the structure known today as 74 Chuech St rests. 7'(.4-’5.1"cI"::i.'t'c%}c't;l_nfall
evicencs podnts  towarc ‘h‘l“l.'i.liii cecacle  CLV7E-17HEY as a realistic i:l'_'.lriﬁi-'.lﬂ’l_lC'[?.i..l'.:ll"]
peviod o The booss, bbb bhat s a labter topic.

Thie budlder of the house s as yelt uanidenbified. koo defoomabion o whe

bived in the house sworfaces onbil 82D, when The Charle

on Divectory s

.

vy bived on The novrth oorrer oo Longitude lane ard Choech

that 5. Iowman, a oo

5t Even this informaticon can be misleading for we are answrs if both boildings

from HThe [chnography” are still standing. T they were, 5. F

wamart oot Lileely
Tived in the building no longsr starcling.  IF it was demolished [y that podnt,

g

b ddved Cin bhe  present building. The Divectory  doss nob sbate,  bowewver,

whather the building was strictly residential or misesd s,

& cvoms-veterence  divectory  Ln 1840 provides  some  Leeformabion aboot o She

property  aned its swrrouncings. o The divectory tells ws that at 68 Cheoech 56

liveo & docbor, William Guirk and that 20 Choech St. was & bosording housa.,
¢

There is no listing for &85 Church 856 ard 84 Chaveh 8% is o the south side of

Longitude Lare,  This ool msan that the ist building on "The Tobmegeaphy® heac

been  oemol ished,  bub o the propevty - was  still corsddered  a

Lok,

accounting for bhe lost 66 Chwrch 86, IF this is the case, Dr. Gudirk livedd in

the building rew standing. I thee ls puilding wes rod vemoved by, 1840, Dy,




2ither &, Fowman ov Dr. William Cuirb avist, wo they bobh may have rend

1 Lhisir

proprty from a still unddentified ownesr,

. !2 Fivm evidence for the mse of 74 Church 8t as renbal property surfaces by

JEEE List Reververd Trapier and Rever

LERE

witey, and Doctor Theodore Daebon, all listed as Judrd owrers of The propevty on

Church St sell it on August A0y 1BIR ko M. Herwy Bischoff. The Direc vy fone

Al Debvor aned bhedy wives as rasiding at 37

iz

ting Bt.  This is the firéb written decumsntation whi ch states bhe owners of

the propevty, even if they did nobt live there. & futile abtenpt was macs to

determing the parishfes) with which [

sl Trapisr  and Feverend Debon were

coabfiliated.,

the firat floor Fromt voom coedel be original, bot gives

suppeat the possibility. Ttz

Mra B

schioffy of  urkirewn occupation, sold the property on July 2, 1F

Mire  Christopher Melson.  Me. Melson held bhe PropET by wikil his death in 1t

Mis will divided bhe properby  bebwesn bis widow Olivia and The lst Bapbist
Ehvch. EEI"u:::nbging A agressive  inberest in the povperhy,  lsb Raptist Church
immed Labely EF;il::ilt'_'] ibs porbion to Mes. Olivia Nelson for #1.
In 1895, the property was sold by Mrs. Melson amd th vonghs Ghe 20t czﬁar;rl‘; LIFy

has hacl 14 owners prior bo Carol Sue Henning who purchased the houss on Jarngary

% arml respeotive desd ronbers aed oo

Ly 1991, A& list of a2ll known owrs

attached,

B. Avchitechural dnalysis

-

A look et the bhouse froms an archil

ural  viswpoint  provices  forbhess

information on ite hisbtory,  The oily detail which carn be firmly dated ten bl

1EEh century ds the Beorgian mantle in the frood bedvooo of Thea 2red Flooe, The

"sunburst” details on this mantle are typical of the Gaorgian peviod ared support

the hypth that the house is 18th century.

The very simple dentil mantle on

r

ey veal  evidence b

chessdor ool var

Arrpwhesre from Lhe 18Gh centinsy




o™ ,_

vhe  The marble An the vese woom of bhe first floor is

i bl pare

irberesh. Ths "plerced"  detallimg is of  Adamssoue ovigin dating oo the

bezipirminig of the U9th centuey. -« Most likely this mantle is & replacsment, ot it

has hdstoric value rore bhe

lems.  The last manbtle, sporbing the free standing

coluwnrg,  ds also ol dntervest bub o certainly mob o originsl.  The Greeb

Flavor of this mantle was mot oveally in vogos anbil the movemsot of  the S

guar ey of the 1%2th century. l

Whern discussing marbles, one thing oo e

ki mined is that they are sasily

movesd] arournd or oreplaced. The Georgian mantle doss

ppsn appropyiately placed if
the Zrd floor front eoom was used &5 8 reception room o "drawing voom' inoa
Forvinal context. This meve elaborabe mantle would have besn i the public room.

The mest Drcfovmative document is a plab of the properby dreawn for Rav.

Trapier, Rev., Daehlor el De. Dehbon i 1852 by Eolward Brickell White, (Tigurse 2

popualarly  knosm as BB Whdite.  The plat shows  that She lst house from "The

Tohroovaphy haed been vemoved from the site.  The Bullding had a piscza with 6

Vi

2l evidernce oolncides with the docwnent.  The curvent front door on Bhe

ig typical of the de

sontbh Tacacs

slopn for @ coor which ol have  led onbo a

i bhe best deballed exaopls. BB Whdts was

o

B feet in length. Compariscon too bhe ewisting budlding shows that the original

setbh facade would have been 5 bayve long (le@. & wirebows, 1 doonr, 2 winoloess)

arcene dhee b

et Ge The Gth bay stands whervs the plagza would have wrapp

Thia Floor plan of bobh floors would have bzer voom, hall, room with an enbey
hall o the first floor armdd & hall bo The plagsa oor bhe ssoond flooe with s coone
leading ol wheve the modern bathroom  stands today.  The plat also glves

wyitherce of an exterior shadros bo bhe rear of the beuse,  The substractars of

the rear stailvcase cwrvendly in the hoose may Bhen be original.

The plat shows two deperdency buildings on the properby.




beer reEmoved ard a kitchen addition placed on bhe rear of the brad Yeldmg drg the

FOhh cenbury past the sarlier, probably 19th o by, encapsalation of bhe rea

mhaly Case.

« Other architectural details inc Jughing the floovs, She ce

Whral stairv rall,

pewel post, and ballusters, wirglows ar el mhabbers Cfvom the Fromt porbion ni Tl

all mhow evidence of the 1EGH ov sarly 19%h centary. ‘d

o wtate the imporbance of the plat drawn by Bl White.

Tt is ool that an archibect so prominent woold agrese Do prioyicis & s
cervice less than ten years atter he had conpleted such progects as the French

Muguieit Dl L[t arcl the steeple of St. Philips Episcopal Chaar cho
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