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The Doctor Quirk House
'.I{s. c. S. Henning

Originally, two buitdings stood on this property - this house and
one on the corner of church and Longitude Lane. The builder is
unkno$rn but it is certain they both were constructed after the fire
in I77a (nuch of this area \"ras victim to it) and before 1799. Ðue
to scant documentation, difficulties arise in determininq the earlv
hístory of this house as vJell- as \^rhen the other buil-di-nq on thíê
property v¡as demofished.

The f irst knor¿n ínhabitant, though not necessariJ.y the ovrner , !,/as
a Doctor Quirk. Fir¡n evidence of or4rnership emerges in the records
of L853 b/hen the house hras soLd by joint owners, Reverends paul
Trapj-er and llillia¡n Dehon, their wives, and Dr. Theodore Dehon on
August 23rd to Mr. flenry Bischoff. InÈerestingly, the house must
have been used for rental as the Reverends and wives are 1isted in
The Charleston Directory (1852) as residing at 37 Meeting Street.
Sixteen or¡rners since Mr. Bischoff are listed, fourteen oi the¡n in
the 20th century, prior to the current o$rner, !ùho acquired the
house on January 1-, L99L.

A plat dra!,7n in 1-852 by Ed!'rard Brickelt White shows that the other
house is gone and that Èwo dependency buildings stood on theproperÈy. These have since been rernoved and replaced with a
kitchen addition. The plat also shor^¡s that an exteríor staírcase
existed to the rear; there is therefore a possibility that the
substructure of the rear staircase in the house is original . The
plat also reveals that the orÍgina1 south facade of this house had
a piazza wj-th columns that r¿vrapped around it, about 34 feet in
Iength. The current front. door on the south facade is typical for
a door leading onto a píazza. The four light transon is the best
detailed example. Cornparison to the existíng buildíng shovrs that
the original f acade rr,rould have been 5 bays J-ong, not 6 . The 6th
bay stands hrhêre the piazza rdoul-d have wrapped behind the house.
Evidence of the 18th and early Lgth centurv is seen in the
architectural detail-s of the winåows and shuttárs (from the front
of the house) as weLL as in the floors inside. It should be noted
that a courtyard exists to the rear of the house at present.

Enter house.

Livinq Roon

The chinese carved rose$rood table dates to the Lat.e l_gth century.
The papier mache lacquer and intaid table is English, c. l_830.Displayed in the secretary is a cotLection oi pre-CoJ.umbian
pottery. The lanp is a Tiffany reproduction, crafted frorn mother-
of-pearl . Frank GalJ-o, a Chicago artist, crêated the modern
sculpture in this roorn. The very sinple dentil mantle in this



room could be
possibility.

original , but no real evidence supports' this

When progressing to the. Dining Roorn, noÈi.ce the central stair rail,
ne$rel post and ballusters * these al-f show evidence in their
architecturaL detail-s dating to the tetli or early t-9th century.

Dinincr Room

The mahogany dining tabte with hairy paw feet dates to c.,LB5O.
Àlso from that same time period, the marble-topped mahogany pier
table- The curio cabinet is lacquered with bl-ack and goLd. Afso
of interest in this room is the mantl-e. Its t'piercédrr dãtaiLinq is
of Adamesque origin dating to the beginning ïf tfre 19th centúry.
Most likeLy this mantle is a replacement, but it has historic value
none the less.

The artvTork cof l-ection in thÍs room exemplifies modern, humorous
sculpture - notice trDianetr, the perfect house guest (also hrel-I
loved as debutante, jet setter, and best friend). Stephen Hanser,
artist, created the papier mache dog scul_pture. Noticè the use of
indian rugs as window curtains which compliment the room,s
furn i shíngs

Kitchen

This roon is an addition to the house. Two chairs are þl-aced atthe steel and brood slat breakfast tabfe. The sturdy butcier block
tabl-e is an antique- An oriental rug decorates the room. Keepingwith the home's sculpture display, we find a papler rnache work oia rrchef . rl
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