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The history of: %8 house at 19 Wentworth Street begina after the

great fire which burr.d from the evening of the 27th to the morning of

the 28th April, 1838, and destroyed an area of the city roughly bounded

by Soclety, Archdale, Market, and East Bay Streets. After the fire, the
‘rebullding of the "Burned District™ seems to have proceeded gomparatively
s8lowly, for 1in the Directory of 1840 - 1841, only five houses in the burned
district had been rebuilt on Wentworth Street: one near the Bay, & business
- establishment westrof it, one at the corner of 4Anson Street, two small
private residences 8t present numbers 31 and 35 Wentworth Street, and the
Methodist Episcopal Church, (now St. Andrews Lutheran Church) which had
been rebuilt the same year as the fire.l After the Fire Loan 2 was autho-
rized by the City of Charleston, the rebuilding of the street proceeded

much faster.

William Lebby, (born Charleston,26 April 1814: died Charleston, 2
October 1882) married Anne Elizabeth Smith November 23, 18&3.3 A skilled
maohinist, he had served an apprenticeship under Thomas Dotterer, one of
the p*oneer steun engine builders of the city, whose shep, before the fire,

-atood a . - -8 west of present number 19 Wentworth, 4

William Lebby purchased from Jamea W. Gray, Master in Equity, who
was'acting fér the helrs of Sarah Elizabeth Ancrum Winslow, for the sum of
twelve hundred doliars, on 8 July 1847, the lot on which number 19 Went-
worth Street now stands, "peing lot number 51 in the division of Anocrum's
Lands made by & plat or survey of Joseph Purcell dated 1 May 1799." 5
" mwoet havenhwllt at once the house that now stands there, for on 26 July

sortgaged the property to the Provident Institute for Savings for

twent, ° ® hundred dollars. This was to be pald in three equal payments,




, : 6
and 1t was satisfied in 1852,

At the time he built it he had apparently had but one child, his
son Thomas Dotterer Lebby, so that the rather small house served him
véry well for a few years.

However, in a few years he had achieved great success with his
machine works, and in 1855 he apparently built a2 somewhat larger residence
at the northwest corner of Ashley and qu Streets, which still stands;

the lot he had purchased on 20 May 1852,

Nevertheless, he continued to own the proﬁerty at Wentworth Street,
and 1t appears to have beén occupled for several years by Edward Lafitte,
a relative,

On 1 Jamary 1855, he mortgaged the Wentworth Street property for
four thousand dollars to one Anne Legare, which mortgage was satisfied or
10 February 1858.10 This mortgage must have been given to help him accomp-
lish the.building of his new house on Ashley and Bee Streets,

On 9 January 1860, he mortgaged the Wentworth Street property again,
to the Charleston Savings Institution, for three thousand dollars(which he
paid 22 August 1862)%1 This mortgage must have been for the sake of

raising funds for the great step of purchasing; along with several other

1ndustralis£s, the great West Point Mill, for ninety-seven thousand dolla:

. ‘ 12 ;

which he took early that year., Thereafter he was managing director of th
1 !

large enterprise. The building of the West Point Mill still stands and i
the Administration Building for the Charleston Municipal Marina; it house

the Crarter of Torrerce Aas well,




William Le»by was a most successful-and farsighted Industrialist
of the mid—nineteenéh-century in Charleston, and he was involved in
numerous industriallﬁnterprisei% including a cotton mill at Pelzer in
Greenville country. His will very nroperly makes provisicn for all his
family, even for the widow of his brother Thomas.

Ce, 1 July.l868g'hilliam Lebby sold to Julius L. Bulken, as trustee for
Mrs. Wilhelmina C. wﬁhltmann, wife of John N, M. Wohltmann, the house and
lot at 19 Wéntworﬁh Street, for the sum of five thousand dollars. TIebhy
.accepted as nart of the transaction a mortgage for half the sale value ,
whiéh was ultimately satisfied.16,Mrs. “ohltmann avparently lived there for
a few years, aﬁd about 18FF she.annears to have tgénsferred the house to a

Mrs. ¥. 7. Rohde, whc may have been her daughter; however, it may have

been Mrs. Wohltmann herself, married a second time.

1is Green TTI

26, July 1968
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