By ROBERT P. STOCKTON -
Special Writer

* The unpretentjpus exterior of the
small house at“SuhuvehiSt con-
ceals the. existence of a Georgign
drawing room, fuily pancied in ma-
hogany, with mantel and woodwork
of the same material.

The drawing room woodwork and
paneling was an unbeligvable
“gplurge’ at a time when mahogany
was an expensive weod normally
used only for furniture and for deco-
rative effect in houses. .

- " Some of the city's finest Georgian
mansions ~ the Miles Brewton
House, the Branford-Ho House,
the Heyward-Washington House —
-employed mahogany only on a small
e, in bits of fretwork and other
-decorative details. .
.» In some 18th century houses, such
-at President George Washington's
home at Mount Vernon, Virginia,
tooms were paneled in common
-woods, such as pine, and //grained”

to resemble more expensive mahog-

[y

‘Ehurch St. should have a complete
‘mahogany room is something of a
\m.wnmﬁma... R
-> Records of the property and re-
-search by attorney John J. Kerr and
this writer Indicate the house was
wwoamgw built by James Verree, a
ewq:_.m.m carpenter, sometime before
5. ., Verree, then tiving in'Burlington,

e&.@ a smajl house such as 80

Your Charleston ?

deeds of lease and release dated
Aug. 31 and Sept. 1, 1771

Verree had bought the site on
March 5, 1754, from William Chap-
man Jr., of James [sland, a planter,

and his wife Mary, for 600 pounds:

currency.

The page of the deed book on which
that - transaction was recorded is
ripped, and some of the property
description is missing. However, it is
believed that the lot which Verree
sold in 1771 was part of a much
larger lot which he purchased in
1754,

According to tradition, Verree also
built 56 and 58 Church St., to the
south of 80 Church St. There are
simitarities among the three struc-
fures. ; c

Since Verree was a house carpen-
ter, it is possible that he used the

front room of 60 Church as a sort of

.display of his skill. . :

'he mahogany room was not only
ostentatiously expensive, but also
stylish in its design, in such detalls at
the frieze -of the mantel, where an
arabesque fret is inlaid with pale
wood. o -

There is a.tradition that a sea

captain built the house-and paneled
the drawing reom with mahogany:

N.J., soid the property to Stephan . collected in his travels. Duvall, who
Fhivell for. 3,000 poupds currency, by . purchased the property, In A7, WS

-y

" ... The Courfer ad had stated terms -
.of the sale as “‘one sixth cash; the .
" helance on_a credit of three, four,"§iy

: kept & “noted primary and grammar

a mariner, .and that is vcm&Ew.Eo ]
source of the tradition. ' o 4 t
1
1

Unpr- tentious Exterlor Concgals. Mahogan;iPa

Do JGC Know ..Eu..mu..

Duvall apparently died intestate
and the property was devised lo Mrs,
Catherine Duvatl. She died by April

11, 1821, when her will was proved.

In November 1821, Jervis m._mE.w
Stevens, executor of her estate, petl-
tioned the Court of Equity for the
sale of Mrs. Duvall's house and lot
on Church Street,

The property was scld at auction
on June 22, 1822, and John Fraser
purchased it for a high bid of $3,900.

“Fraser sold the property on Feb,
27, 1829, for $2,000, to Joseph H.
Waring as trustee under. the mar-
riage setilement of Ann Ball Waring
and Laurence Ryan.

After Ryan’s death, his heirs
asked the Court of Equity for sale of
the property. It was offered for sale
at public. auction on March 7, 1844.
-An advertisement of the sale in the
Charleston Courier describes the
“Lot of Land, with the buildings,
thereon, situate in Church street ...’
and known as the residence of the
late Lawrence Ryan." e
* The deed of conveyance for the L
sale has not been found recorded, but: &
the property was mvumama:m pur- .
chased by William Roper Brailsford, =
who, on the date of the public auc-
tion, mortgaged the property to Ed- §
ward R. Laurens, master in equity, ¥
for $4,168. i

.

five and six years with interest paya- " ©: .-
ble o@m...nwmwmmnﬁmn%w b v..n%h ’
mortgage of the property l»
wammm.mﬁ:%a%sn. .
and the policy assigned.” - :
. Brailsford’s heirs sold the E.mw«?
ty on March 26, 1847, to Miss Eliza
liveria Cromwell. Miss Cromwell

»

Naws + OuF_ﬂP.C
n/v2[82

school”. in the house, according to
{amily tradition. ' .

- Miss Cromwell died in 1886, and in_
1816 her nephew; Robert Elliott Mel-
 lichamp, sold the property to Loulse

1. Sm - i

1941 when it was purchased by Kate
.Louise Hanahan, Miss Hanahan owm :
“erated The Little School, belleved to

have been the city's first pre-school, -

-at the location. - - - .- -
. -After her death the propert

1t passed through other hands until f .

‘was

devised fo her brothers John Hana-
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Charleston
new home
for Siddons

By BILL THOMPSON
Of Tha Post and Courier staff

.
nough writing. This year Anne Riv-
: -Eers Siddons just wants to play with
[ her house.. ‘ o
*  The new one, on Church Street in ~ -
Charleston’s historic district, far from
. the home in Maine she and her husband
. enjoy in summer, and at a distinct re-
‘move from the city with which she has-

; -always been identified — Atlanta.

:  “Iwantto look at my house,” Siddons

i says wistfully. “I want to fiddle around in
' Charleston and learn it. I don’t wani. to

} sit down and write a book right now. I've

never had time to just delight in a house’
+ andthisisa house 1 think you ought to -
. delight in.” . ' Co ‘
' " Come November, the popular novelist
will get her chance. While maintaining
. the Victorian farmhouse on Maine’s Pe-
. nobscot Bay, and with plans tokeepa
' small placein the Georgia capital, Anne-
:. and Heyward Siddons will make the Holy
City their permanent residence. -
"“It’s'a simple old house built in 1758,
says Siddons, whose latest book “Low
! Country” was released by Harper-Collins
: on Wednesday. “Tt looks like a Georgian
: house, but like one of the plain old Geor-
i gian homes. We can’t wait to move in.”’
: " Not that the process will be easy. Sid-
*  dons has lived in the same Atlanta heme
i for 30 years, Everything of lasting signif-
jcance that has happened to her as an *
¢ ‘adult has oc‘curred‘within its walls.
T “Yet I think, ‘How silly; it’s just wood.’
%+ When the women's magazines talk to me.
= about themtgve; they ask the silly ques-
: tion, ‘How dges it feel to you, as awom-
3 an tobe legving the house in Atlanta? I
+ say ‘Talk tomy husband. He’s grieving .
: justas hardas I am over leaving it.” It’s
* just-assumed that I would be more senti-
3 Tental, and he would be the one ready to
1 forgerightahead” . - e
?  The title of the new book, in which Ed-
i isto Island figures prominently, is pure’"
+ happenstance, Siddons insists; not the re-
*  sult of shrewd marketing.” « =
! “Our movghere just happened. There's
" no.connectionwith the novel. We found
i the house wh n we found the house, that’s
: all. My famﬁ never moved much, .
* but it finall rred to me, 'Why can’t -
: - 1 move if I Waut to?} And my husband
\ grewupin Agetoﬁzq, so it feels like

- L See SIDDONS, Page 3-C
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