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Ruined Front Of Orphan House Chapel Now Demolished Remaining Portions Of Bennett's Rice Mill Near Waterfront

One of the most vigorous controversies about Charleston new store for Sears, Roebuck & Co. is now nearing comple- This is famous old Bennett’s Rice Mill as it stands today, considered of national importance, as typifying the fine in-

landmarks which arose in 1953 concerned the demolition of tion on the corner of Calhoun and St, Philip Streets, where already shorn of its north wing. The ancient building was  dustrial architecture which prevailed in the Lowcountry in
the beautiful chapel fronting in Vanderhorst Street which the Orphan House formerly stood. constructed about in 1844; is now the property of the Sea- the 19th Century.
once was a part of the Charleston Orphan House. A huge board Air Line Railway. Its handsome Pglladian styling is
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Historic Charleston Foundation
Laments Vanished Landmarks

industrial architecture in Charles-{built in 1781 by John and William houses” were built irn the clas-

And Warns That ther Famous iton in the 19th Century. It is the|Thompson. Condemned by the city, sic revival style by Samuel Meek-
property of the Seaboard Air Linelit was razed in 1953. The great er and Leonard Weissenger. It is

LOCaI Strucfures Seem DoomEd Railway, standing in its marshaling |significance of this action lies infthese dwellings which have been
vards on East Bay at Hasell Street. [the fact that such demolition in the | destroyed.

By FRANCES R, EDMUNDS . i heart of a Charleston block affects:
Tour Director, Historic Charleston Foundation The Foundation and others in- the appearance of the whole block.] NOT YET destroyed. but clear-
. . terested in preserving this Te- p . " | !
The annual report of the Historic Charleston Foundation |markable building have made ur- ghgogwfxllltgﬁst‘;:gs :er\;;alogna;tthg,ly doolrf‘ed‘ are{ .foflr. otther houses
contains many -encouraging facts, especially regarding the|zent representations to the Sea-|gwellings which dated from the of architectura interest.
visitors who come each year in increasing thousands to savor|board. asking that it be preserved lreplacements after the fire of 1778] One is the unique dwelling at

. f . N . : - and put in sufficiently good con-|gswept this end of Tradd. 1392 Meeting St., one of the few
{Sr?dl:r?clz?lfse charm of this old and historic city, and its O”C'e”r;dninn to  withstand o furthee P |

{ weathering. Tt is our hope that this The house at No. 11 had amho\;\ses hlerg in ?harlgstt;nlfwith' 2
. : . - . | Weathering. 7L i3 Sleastern wall built largely on Ber-{jerkin-head roof an alf-timber
However, it also contains some distressing facts, as regordsgmll be done. Imuda stone, bmughtg Y salcableiCC‘ﬂStl’UCt"O“- “Half-timber” is un-
the destruction or the planned destruction of many of the| VER during 1053 wag|Palast from the little Caribbean|usual here. It occurs in this build-
very architectural museum pieces which give Charleston c:thL()‘)SqflcffOREt Pfo\o ‘g‘l‘:;‘ﬁ 2153g;z21archipelagn, when winter vege-|ing because of a removation some
i e uilding a y ot

flavor which cannot be matched or even imitated elsewhere | ! \tables were shipped to markets|years ago. in the course of which
in the United States ere x\lhe home of the celebrated Alcx-{here. The socalled ‘Pirate’ Houscs\all timbers with the exception of

'ander Garden, M.D., F.RS., for) i e
143 : \ N A ’ opposite St. Philip’s Protestantithose at the corners, were covered
Through the efforts of the Foun- |demolition of the beautiful chapelwhom the gardenia was named-lEpiscnpal Church are also built or\with stucco. It was built about

dation staff, and especially of its|which once was a part of the | Built sometime -near 1770, it WAS| this same Aeolian limestone. 1814 by two Frenchmen, from
president, Samuel G. Stoney, thereCharleston Orphan House. The t0T? down last spring and will be ‘whom it passed to the St
has been compiled a list of some | Foundation's epitaph for this van- %{'(‘D‘ﬂt‘?d by a modern office build-l +yE OLD HOME of Dr.|Marks family, which held ihe pro-| __
of the notable buildings already de- ished place "of beauty might well {8 Wwith a colonial faca(_ic. . Horlbeck at 63 Wentworth St. (cor- ipcrty until 1933. It is a truly quaint
stroyed, or destined to be de-|pcaq: “Designed by Gabriel | This dwelling was an important|ner Wentworth and Coming) also|old landmark which will soon make
stroved. Manigault built in 1802; destroyed |and integral part of the historicjwas destroyed during 1953 — to|room for an office and warehouse.
The structures discussed do not ib.‘f Sears, Roebuck & Co. in 1953 |and  significant block of Old make way for a parking lot! In 1833| The other doomed houses are on
represent the sum total of de-|The chapel is gone. It is irre- iCharleston between Meeting and|this large lot was leased for Mrs.|Aiken's Row on the north side of

struction — all of it regrettable |placeable. 1;{in;z Sf.rocis: It has a long and|John qulvbeck from the vestry of Wragg’s Mall. About 1845, Gov.|,. ... -
and much of it unnecessary, in the! \m'“‘fy'\’-“]“ngt hlﬁ‘m‘y{' Aﬂt(‘rll' 1896{30{‘(;; Eé fhﬂlw}& it being Iotsh 19 agd William Aiken built sevent sub-| ~ ;
Foundation's view — which has! SOMEWIHAT better fortune has |¢Xample. it was a time the pro ;20 of the land given the church by stantidl residences on this site. ) é
0::1?1‘1;31 1iqn Cti:;&lecton \:iur‘;ng its |been encountered in the case of Joseph Dulles, Charleston an- Mrs. Affra Coming, in 1698. After They were called the “Seven Days T o

£
1 . S Tl rcestor of John Foster Dulles, thejthe property passed to Dr. Elias|of the Week” and were larl
st. Th t wever, [the Bennett Rice Mill, built in 1844 ! SO ! , > property  pa . Eliasjof the and were popularly
mrlzjer?ta zt; {meal}ls crigsf;e]gﬁt;:v orf near the Cooper River waterfront, | President Seerelary ot State of|Horlbeck from his mother, he built supposed te help with housckeeping
?ecém dcciguction or plann‘od de- iHowever, the beautiful rice mill the United States. sometime b_efm'e 1840 this “largeiin the large residenc_e Wh-iCh Gov.
struction T As suc.h it serves as a has lost its north wing with the - . and expensive three story house :;Alkcn at the same time improved
warning to th Arunit "destruction  of which - the main' . LHERE IS at 1t Tradd St. an- \where he lived for nearly 40 years. and moved to the head of the mall,
arning 1o ihe community. ihuxilvdinn already in poor coﬁditinn other. pxnm[pl; Troyine dcmm'afblc‘ e e heaarcets. o
i . h © . practices o cstroying part of a° DURING the last two months of more than a century these good lit-
UNDOUBTEDLY. the destructive was damaged further. n

J - et k et . . historic block without regard for 1953, iwo representative houses at!tle houses have made handsome
incident in 1953 which caused the . This handsome Palladian build- the inappropriateness of what mas 35.57 Wentworth St. were torn down|adjuncts to the beautiful oak grove

most feeling ong  those who ling is of national importance as an be built in its stead. to make room for a modern res- that covers the mall. They will go,
cherish Ch ton's past was the loutstanding example of the fine The dwelling at 11 Tradd was taurant. Originally parts of “Rhett-inow in order to enlarge the play-'
bury,” the Rhett plantation whose ground of Courtney School.
principal house still stands at 54

Hasell St these lots were sold bv. THUS RUNS the story of de-
a descendant of Col. William Rhett  struction which the Historic
in 1841 Soon after that time, two Charleston  Foundation secks o’
jsubstantial and  typical “single combat and to control.
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Now Vanished House At 57 Wentworth St.
| ! i . orit _, Wine Free, Glass Rented
| Home Is A Hearse . ff‘sb:”t near their favorite fish-l (rien crowds visited the West-
i In Hotchkiss. Colo .IRE spot. fern Province Wine Show in Paarl
’ . i

i McCabe bought a seccnd hand (South Africa) Town Hall they
HOTCHKISS, Colo. (F— A spons_‘hearse for $125, painted it in flashy:found 2,000 bottles of the ecoun-

: ; ) . . - ., try's finest wines on long talbes,
‘Joving Colorado couple claims one &r€en and yellow and converted it free for the tastng. A slght in-

' o : \ B of America's most livable hearses, \Rt0 ® ¢amp home on wheels. A yegiment was involved. however.

Dee and Lottie McCabe of Hotch- ed and an Army stove were in-‘as glasses had to be renied for 35
stalled. The front seats were pui'cents. the money being refurded

Old Aiken Row On Wragg Mall 69 Wentworth St. Was Destroyed kiss, in western Colorado’s rugged on a swivel so they can be turned when the glass was returned. There

|mountain country, couldn't afford to face the hearse “living room.” were 64 varieties of wine.




