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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Whtt..Wllli•MnHo""" CERTIFICATION APPLICATION-

-P~,,,,.~,c~,.~.;~f.~'c~m~c~~~---------- PART 1 
Project Number: 

2G Legare Street, 01ar1esto11 SC 29401 

Property Address 

#25 Legare street Is a two-and-a-haW story stli:COed masonry townhouse with a long two.story rear wing, and a modem garage apartment. 
Oriainallv !>Jilt ca. 1840. the house was remodeled after the 1686 earthauake. which toppled 'rts double POrticoes. The oresent facade. wirth its 
two.story bay window, dates to the period after the earthquake. A ca. 1930 masonry hyphen connects the two.slot)' rear kitchen house, and a 
modem garage apartment is attached at right angles to the kitchen house. 

The Legare S1reetfacade Is in threa sections, the outer bays wirth upper-level trench dooro opening to small balconies flanking a two.story 
polygonal projection. At the front gable end is a double multi-light cesement window. The principal entry, with a narrow transom, is at the north 
bay. 

The lW<>-stoty rear wing steps back from the plane of the front sect loo at the south side. An arcaded one-story porch with an open roof deck 
extends along this elevation. The rear ctthe south elevation is obscured by the trees and shrubs which prCJ\/lde pri;acy from the alleyway 
leading to the property directly behind 25 Legare Sireet 

The Interior of 25 Legare street retains a mix ct historic fabric from several eras of ccnstructlon and remodeling. At the north side is the long 
entry hall, with the stair rising from back to front along the north wall. A single parlor occupies the front wing and ()\'.lens to the ground-level 
porch. tiehmd (west ct) the parror, tile arnmg room retarns lath and plaster rrom the earr1er perrod or ccnstruct1on. 

At the second floor, !PO, the front section is occupied by a single large reception or dra.ving room, which opens to the upper deck of the porch. 
Early fabric remains at the rear wing, notably 'MX>d mantelpieces, deep baseboards, and heart-pine nooring. 

1 ne Krrcnen nouse ana rear wing nave oeen useo as a sei:erate apamnent Since me eany twentletn cernury, t ne grouna floor rear 'Has 
ccnverted into an automobile garage, then renCJ\/ated again as laundry and storage for the main rssidence. Two small apartments are placed in 
ih~ )~I ur LJJ~ /lisi.uJic; k.i[dt~fl [JUlk>tl C:l.rld ilt) rm.x.Jetrl ~c.Jiliuu. 

source of Date: Poston, The Buildinos ct Qlarleston Date of Constructioo: ~ca~1=640~-------­
Date(s) of Alteraticn(s): _,,,18,,,,,,86'-------------

"" --li:'..:::.I llV If ov, ~·:-~n? ---------------------------
6. Staii:ntwnt of slgnifica.ni:::e: 

#25 Legare street is a good example of a mid-nineteenth century masonry townhouse with late-nineteenth century alterations. It retains integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and asscclation, and ccntributes to the significance of the Charleston Old and 
Hrstonc lJrstnct. 

#25 Legare street was rated as category 4: Contributory in the 1973 Feiss-WTight Inventory of Charleston. Category 4 is described as 
"Buildings ct architectural value without which the character ct those buildings rated in Groups 1-3 would be lessened. To be preserved and 
retained." 

Historical infonmatlon 

The brick residence at #25 Legare Street was !>Jilt by John 8. Wille sometime after his purchase of this lot in 1838. J. B. White, professor of 
mamemaucs at tne vnaa1e, resiaea nere untn rns aeat11 ca. 1ts~. 1n 1ts11 me property was SOIO ai auc1:1on to vvnuam L:. L;ourmey, as executor 
of George Herbert sass, for$2750. The Sass estarte held the property for the benefit ct his children until 1883, when Courtney ccnveyed It to 
He111iell.ct C. YV.lli1nctr1 rut $2500. Or1ly Un~ ye;:i1s iC:l.[~r Use: L>uildiriu Vl'C:l.S fu:~::ivily dC:UJIC:l.ye<l l.ly U1e 1886 eci.~1U1q~kl:', t:u1d tl:'l.luiil lo a~ µ1~11l 
C:tf.'~/i:U JU::i. 

Mrs. V\.1!Uman awned the PiCIP8rfy at her death Jn 1909, and her estate held It for another decade. It 'WSS later ccnv'eyed, in 1927, by Theda I/'>/. 
\ \ugu~n\n tu Jeso;ca \{cQj1Q rioat. U1i, ~i1d ~lira. [.ct;,1n iiast ...,v~re ...,.,..;\~regEH'd6d part~time i6sl'derrto d ChaMia&on. Upon thelr sale Cf the 
property In 1942, the News and Courier ccmmented favorably upon the house, "beaut~ully furnished during their occul'."nGY, for the most part 
with ~Jmiture from ~.a!y." 

7, Photographs and maps, 

Attach photographs and maps to application 

Continuation sheets attached: 0 yes 0 no 
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Cl-lARL ""' County, SC - .. ~s chai~lGston . «ter l:lonndo..ric; 
National Regi., 



M1SID Vie"·cr - Bud'" eye ''iow ('If lJ1e ctly of Cha1ldFlon. So111J1 C3rnlm3 187'!. l .':?0/04 '.!: ~~ P~I 

Bird's eye view of the city of CbaJ'leston, South Carolina 1872. 

To change view, select desired zoom level and ·window size from the options below the Zoom View window and then click on the image. The 
display will be centered where you click. To move up, down, left, or right within a zoom level, click near 1he edge of the image i11 the Zoom View or 
select an area in the Navigator View. The red box on the Navigator View indicates the area of the image being viewed in the Zoom View. 

Zoom In @ 0 0 0 0 Zoom Out Full Image 

Window size 0 256 x 256 0 400 x 400 0 600 x 400 0 640 x 480 @ Initial (652 x 430) 

Dmmlon,d MrSfD imagf.J.9365 kilobytes) I Bibliogrnphic lnfonrnition I List hv Geograohic Location I Panoramic Maps 
l:Jon:ie Pgig~ 

htl11:i1'me1uory.1oc.A,o,·/c;z.1· bi.n/m3p 11em.11l Pa~ I of t 
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ca. 1840, built by John B. White, after his 1838 purchase of the lot. 
originally with paired two-story porticos. (Poston, Buildings, p. 248) 

1852-56 Ward Book. 21 legare, 2-story brick, J. B. White 
1859 CD: J. B. White, math professor, Citadel Academy, home 21 legare 

1859-61 Ward Book. Est.. J, B. White Abbott H. Brisbane/ Mrs. Brisbane 

1861 census Abbott H, Brisbane owner/occupant 

1/19/1871 auction. Martin L. Wiklkins, special referee, to William c. 
Courtney, executor of George Herbert Sass, at auction, $2750. [Ad: twostory 
brick residence on the west side of Legare Street known as No. 21. 
Lot measures 145' deep, 44' on Legare Street, 43'11" on the back line.] 

2/1871 Octavius A. and Thomas G. White, with Allston O'N Gourdin and Anna R. 
Gourdin, both minors <14r petition for confirmation of sale. 
Lot with buildings, known as No. 21, B&B north on.Rev. Paul T. Gervais, south 
by priivate alley now belonging to Est. J. K. Sass, west by lands of Est. J. 
K. Sass (Xl5:127). 

2/1883 William c. Courtney, executor of George Herbert Sass; Mary E. Sass and 
Jane D. Sass, to Henrietta c. Williman, $2500. Conveyed "in trust in 
accordance with Sass' deed and his will, leaving all his estate to his 3 
children George H., Mary E., and Jane D. Sass (Vl8:668) 

1884 City engineer's block plat does not include the west side of Legare 

1920 Arthur M. Huger, executor of Henrietta c. Williman (d. 9/1909), and 
Susan C. and Cleland Williman, her children, to Theda w. Huguenin (P29•210) 

1927 Theda w. Huguenin to Jessica Keane Frost, $11,000 + 
mortggage (N34:237) Edwin I. Frost; "made many changes, 
aarchitecture to play its influence whereever possible." 

assumption of 
bringing Italian 

(N&C 1942) 

1942 Jessica Keane Frost to Elizabeth B. Chicolm and Hsenry Chisolm 
(F43:813). $18000 (N&C 1942) 

1949 Elizabeth Chisolm, widow of Henry (d. 1944) to J. Walker Coleman, 
$30,000 (F50:469) 

2003: 145' deep, 44' on Legare Street, 43'11" on west line, B&B north on 
lands formerly of Rev. Paul T. Gervais, now of Julie P. Welch; south by a 
private alleyway of 10' in the clear, belonging formerly to the Est. Jacob K. 
Sass, now of H. R. Pratt-Thomas, west by lands formerly of the Est. Jacob K. 
Sass, now of H. R. Pratt-Thomas (H460:684). 



25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Second floor reception room, facing 
southeast. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Typical seccnd floor finishes. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Apartment at rear wing, ground floor. Facing 
east. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Garage apartment built into historic kitchen 
, house, facing north. 
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Entry and stair hall. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 
Facing east along north wall. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

First floor front parlor, facing southwest. 

Dining room, view facing east. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Main house kitchen, facing northwest 



Porch detaiL 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Upper level, two-story wing, 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

West elevation, kitchen house and garage 
apartment 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

MOdern garage apartment, east elevation. 



25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Facing northwest along Legare Street 

East facade. 

North elevation. 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

25 Legare Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2004 

Facing east Two-story wing and south porch. 


