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atist at Barnum’s Museum in New York. In 1862
he was 2ssociate manager of the Troy Theatre.
Aiken retired from the stage in 1867 but con-
tinued writing fiction and making drama.timtio.ns,
Tiving in Brooklyn, N. Y., until 1875, He died
in Jersey City, N.J.

[Abrief notice of Aiken appears in T. Allston Brown's

Hizt. the Am. Stage (1870), and another in F. C.
Wl:m ?;'a Chronolegy of the Am. Stage (1852). A de-

tailed aceount of Uncle Tom's Cabin appears in T, A.
Brown's Hist, of the N. Y. Stage (1503),1, 312-19. The
date of his death, given incorrectly by Brows, has been
established by the %qgistrar of the Board of Health and
Vital Statistics of Hudson County, N.J. Information has
also been furnished by letters from Mrs. Cordelia How-
ard Macdonald, who ¢reated the part of Eva in 1852,and
by Mis. Viola Aiken Baker. Scattered references are alsg
found in Records of the N.Y. Stage, by J. N. Ireland
1866). See also A, H. Quinn's Hist. of the Am. Drama
)Emm the Begintting to the Civil War(lgza).:k 19

AIKEN, WILLIAM (Jan. 28, 1806-Sept. 6,
1887}, planter, stztesman, philanﬂlropfst. was
born in Charleston, S. C. At about the time that
the Articles of Confederation were being replaced
by the “more perfect” plan of union embodied in
the Federal Constitution, William Aiken, Sr., a
native of County Antrim, Ireland, settled in
Charleston. He became a merchant, sat for sev-
eral years in the state legislature, and at the time
of his death (1831) was serving as the first presi-
dent of the South Carolina Canal and Railrcad
Company and was said to be one of the wealthiest
men in Charleston (Charleston Mercury, Mga::. 7
1831). He married Henrietta Wyatt, andWﬂha:?
Aijken was his only son. The latter received his
early education in the schools of Charleston (In
Memoriem William Aiken, 1887). He then en-
tered the South Carolina College from which he
graduated in 1825 After a period of extensive
travel he returned to Charleston, and on Feb. 3,
1831, married Harriett Lowndes (G. B. Chase,
Lowsdes of South Carolina, 1876, p. 23) . The un-
timely death of his father as the result of an Zcci-
dent the next month brought him at once into the
possession of a large fortune and copsiderable
business responsibilities. Agriculture, however,
held mose attractions for him than commerce, and
he was soon developing a great rice plantation on
Jehossee Island, near Charleston, which through
his careful and skilful management came to be a
model of its kind. (For a deseription of this plan-
tation as it appeared in 1850 see DeBow's Re-
view, I¥,201 ) .

Aiken’s political career began in 1838, when he
was sent to the lower house of the legislature by
the parishes of St, Philip’s and 5t. Michael’s (city
of Charleston). He was reélected in 1840, and
two years later was elevated to the state Senate by
the same constituency. In 1842, before the expira-
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tion of his term in the Senate, he was chosen gov-
ernor by the legislature after three ineffectual
ballots (Charleston Courier, Dec. 9, 1842). His
administration (1842—44) was marked by no un-
usual incident, and his efforts were mainly di-
rected toward the development of the economic
intevests of the state, particularly the railroads
{ses his annual messages in the Journols of the
Legislature). After a short period of retirement
from public life, he was induced in 1850 to offer
ior Congress { Charleston Mercury,Oct. 12,1850).
He was elected by a handsome majority, and took
his seat in the House of Representatives on Dec,
1, 1851. He was returned without epposition to
the Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth Congresses,
He seldom took part in debate, but through his
position on leading committees he exerted an
important influence on legislation. His freedom
from viclent party and sectional bias and his rep-
utation as a man of sterling character admitted
him to the councils of all factions (see Howell
Cobb's estimate of him in “The Correspondence
of Toombs, Stephens, and Cobb,” American His-
torical Association Reports, 1911, vol. 11, pp. 358~
50). Accordingly, after the House of the Thirty-
fourth Congress had spent two months in futile
efforts to elect a Speaker, Aiken was brought for-
ward as a compromise candidate, The resolution
by which his name was proposed met with so fa-
vorable 2 response that it appeared that he might
be elected, On the following day, Feb, 2, 1856, it
was agreed that, if after three further ballots na
candidate had secured a majority, then on the
fourth the member receiving the largest number
of votes should be declared Speaker, No decision
was reached on the first three ballots in spite of
the fact that Aiken gained the solid support of the
Democrats and the votes of most of the Southern
Know-Nothings. The final ballot, the 133cd since
the beginning of the contest, was then taken. The
count stood : 103 for Nathaniel P, Banks, the Re-
publican candidate; 100 for Aiken; and rr for
all others. An effort to have this decision thrown
out on technical grounds was defeated by Aiken
and others, and Banks was escorted to the chair
by his defeated rival and two other members
(CongressionalGlobe,34 Cong.,1 Sess..pp.334 £.).
Aiken declined a fourth term in Congress and
retired again to private life. He had steadfastly
opposed disunion, and it was with regret and no
little misgiving as to the consequences that he saw
the Southern States secede from the Union in
1861. During the war which ensued, however, he
contributed materially to the Southern cause by
the donation of supplies and by malking large sub-
scriptions to Confederate loans. In June 1863 he
was arrested by the federal authorities and taken
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to Washington, but was released on parole imme-
diately upon his arrival, He was soon after elect-
ed to Congress by his old constituency, but was
denied his seat by the action of the Northern
members(J. S. Reynolds, Reconstriction in South
Caroling, 1905, p. 20). e did not participate fur-
ther in public life other than to perform the dutfes
of a trustee of the Peabody Educational Fund,
His death occurred at Flat Rock, N. C,, ten years
after his state had resumed its normal position in
the Union.

[The private papers of William Aiken were lost in a
ed his pl 3 ¢ at Jeh Is-

fire which destroyed his hom

land, and no biographical sketch has ever bezn written,
An excellent obituary, however, was published in The
News and Courier (Chaleston, S, G.), Sept. B, 1887, A
portrait of him in later Yife, painted by John Stolle afrer
a is in the ion of the Rhett family of
Charleston. Yates Snowden's Hiss, of 8. C, (1920) con-
!:aui.s a brief account of the genealogy of the Aiien fam-
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AIKENS, ANDREW JACKSON (Oct. 31,
1830-Jan. 22, 1909), editor, publisher, was born
among the Vermont hills, in the town of Barnard,
to parents of rugged ancestry. His father, War-
ren Aikens, was of Scotch descent, while his
mother, Lydia, was directly descended from John
Howland of the Meyflower. At the age of fifteen,
he started his life career by becoming a printer’s
apprentice, After some experience as editor of
country newspapers in Woodstock and Benning-
ton, Vt, and North Adams, Mass,, he was em-
ployed in Boston in the state printing office. In
1853, he became the special western COrrespon-
dent of the New York Buvening Post. During his
travels in connection with this position, he made
the acquaintance, in Milwaukee, of Editor Cramer
of the Wisconsin (still issued as the Bvesing
Wisconsin) and was persuaded to assist in editing
that paper, an evening sheet which was, accord-
ing to a contemporary, “noted for its enterprise
and generally popular for its miscellaneons intel-
ligence and family reading” (A. C. Wheeler, The
Chronicles of Milwankee, 1861, p, 287). Tt gave
its influential support to the Union during the
Civil War. Aikens became its business manager
in 1857 and one of its proprietors in 1868, contin-
uing his connection with it until his death,

His chief claim to remembrance, however, is
due to the fact that the Western Newspaper Union
of to-day, with a central office in Omaha and
branch offices in thirty-seven cities throughont
the United States, is the outgrowth of his genius.
In 1864, the proprietors of the Wiscousin, under
Atkens’s leadership, devised a plan of codperative
advertising, an adaptation of the “patent insides"”
idea. They furnished a ready-print page, the new
and financially successful feature of which was
the columns of advertising matter. This made an




