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t. Name of Property:

Address ol Property: Street 122 Wentworlh Street ,

City

Name of hisloric districd:

County State ziplÚ,l--

I National Register districd

2. Check nature of request:

E potential district

E certilìcationlhatthebuildingcontribuleslolhesignificanceoflheabove-namedhistoricdìstrict(orNalionalRegislerproperty)fortheputposeof
rehabilitation.

B ceilification that the struc{ure or building, and where appropriale, the land area on which such structure or building is located contributes lo the

sþnificance of the above-named hisloric dislrict for a charitable oontribulion for conserval¡on purPoses

El certiflcatioñ that the building does not conlribute to lhe significance of the above-named historic clistrict.

E prelìminary delermination for individual lisling in the Nalional Registe t.

E preliminary determination that a building located within a potenlial historic district contr¡butes lo the significance of the dislric{.

E preliminary determination that a building oulside the period or area of sigrrilìcance contr¡bules to the significance of the dilricl.

3. Project contact:

El certifìed state or local dislrict

Name Sarah Fick

Þnel C)füca Rov 525 City (ìhârlêslon

Daytime Telephone Number

4. Owner:

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correcl, and that I own tlìe property described above. I understand thel
'falsificãtionoffaclual represenlationsinthisapplicationissubiecltociiminal sanctionsofuplo$10.000infinesorìmprisonmentforuptofiveyears

pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 1001. , - - ,
Neme p. c. coker lv and Me 
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Streel 122 Wentworth Street

Stete zip )9.Àn1 Daytinre Teleplrone Number 843-722-3370

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Certificalion Application - Pari 1" for the above-nantecl property and hereby detemines that the proþerty:

tr contr¡butes to the signilicance of the above-named d¡str¡ct (or Nalional Register properly) anc'l is a "cetlifiecl histor¡c slructure" for lhe purpose of
rehabilitalion.

contributes io the signifìcance of the above-named district and is a tberlified lìisloric struclure" lor a charitatrle conlribution for oonservation purposes in

accûrdance with lhe Tax Treatment Exlension Act of 1980.

tr does nol contribule to lhe significance of lhe above-named district.

Prel¡minary determinations:

tr appears to meel the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be lisled irr the National Register of Historic Places if nominaled by the State

Historic Preserval¡on Off¡cer eccording to the procedures set lorth in 36 CFR Part 60,

tr does nol appear to meet lhe National Register Criteria for Evaluãtion and will likely not be listecl irt tlre Nalional Register.

tr appeers fo contr¡bute to the signifìcance of e potenlial historic distr¡ct, which will likely be listerJ ¡n the Natiorìal Register of H¡sloric Places if nominaled by

tÉe State Historic Preservetion Offìcer.

n appees to contribute to the significance of a registered historic dislrict but is oulsirje lhe period or area of significance as documenled ¡n the National

Register nominalion or districl documenlalion on lìle with the NPs.

tr does not appearto qualify as a slructure.

rt?ç/T,{b
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State zip

City

tr See Attachmenls
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122 WENTWORTH PART ONE APPLICATION

Description
#122Wenluorth Street is a three-story frame residence, five bays wide, with its low-pitched roof

concealed by wood parapets and two interior end chimneys. Set on a low brick foundation, with a
partially excavated basement, the building is clad in beveled weatherboard siding and has a two-tier
piazza with Doric columns and turned balustrades at the south facade. Entries at first and second levels
have single doors with sidelights and flat transoms, and there are four French doors at the second level.
Window openings feature a mix of double-hung wood sash: Z2 atlhe first level of the historic core, and
9/9 at the third level façade, at the rear elevation, and at the 2O'n century rear additions.

Originally one room deep, the house historically had a one-story rear porch that has been altered
severaltimes. By 1882 (block plat), the east side of ihe porch was enclosed and extended to the north as
a one-story wing. After 1951 (Sanborn map), the west end of the porch was enclosed, a second level
was placed atop this section, and the center section was framed in and enclosed with French doors. ln
2002, the rear was reworked. A second level was added to the east wing, and the rear and center
sections enlarged to the north. Both rear wings have wood weatherboard siding and shed roofs.

The interior of 122 Wentwor-th Street retains its historic plan essentially intact, with two rooms
divided by the stair hall at each level. (Modern kitchen and bathrooms are located in the rear additions.)
Historic fabric includes wood trim - cornices, baseboards, mantels, and door and window surrounds -
and flat and ornamental plasteruuork in the west parlor. Random-width heart pine flooring remains
throughout. At the second level chambers and first floor west parlor are very wide boards. Those in the
stair halland first level east parlor are somewhat narrower. Some flooring might have been replaced
during a 19'n century remodeling; the existing pickets and newels at the stair appear to date from the late
19'n century. That period of the building's history has not yet been documented.

Statement of significance
#122 Wentworth Street is a good example of nineteenth century residential architecture in

Charleston, one of several dwellings along the north side of Wentworth Streetthat are oriented with their
long sides facing the street. The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and contributes to the significance of the Charleston Historic
District.

The 1973 Feiss-Wright lnventory includes 122 Wentworth Street in Group 3: Significant.
Category 3 is described as "Good architectural quality. Vernacular. Of less sophisticaiion and refinement
than "Excellent." Modest, appealing, curious, interesting. To be retained and protected."

Historical backqround

There are conflicting reports about the early history of 122 Wentworth Street. W. H. J. Thomas,
writing in the News & Courier (512311970) states that it was part of a parcel purchased by John
Burckmeyer in 1791 , and that Burckmeyer was soon afterward living on the property. Thomas then
repeats an oral tradition that Burckmeyer built this house and occupied it while erecting a second dwelling
on the property (today's 120 Wentworth Street).

ln the 1990s, researchers for Historic Charleston Foundation found that this portion of
Burckmeyer's lot was conveyed by James Creighton to Robert Hopton in 1821 , and that Hopton evidently
built122 Wentworth Street by about 1830. The Greek Revivalinfluence seen in the architecturaldetail,
and the plan of the house, support this later date.

Severalmembers of the Muckenfuss family acquired property in this neighborhood during the
1800s. ln 1836 Henry W. Muckenfuss purchased 122 Wentworth Street, which eventually became the
home of attorney W. Murragh Muckenfuss.
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122 WENTWORTH BACKUP NOTES

Creighton to Hopton 1821;1834 sheriff (for heirs of Robert Hopton) to H. D. Walker, 2-
story dwelling and land, $800 (+500); 1835 Walker to W. G. Steele, $1000; 1836 \Mlliam
G. Steele to H. W. Muckenfuss, $1650.
House is described as 2-story in 1834, enlarged (or rebuilt) after that date - perhaps by
HW Muckenfuss.
1836 sale by William G. Steele to HW Muckenfuss, $1650. This is a very low price for a private sale...
Compare to

1828 22 Meeting, ca. 1820 frame DW & separate store, $4000.
1828 11 Montagu, unfinished brick DWand kitchen, $1450.
1828 29 Charlotte, unfinished brick DW, $2000
1833 28 Montagu (frame), $2800
1836 122 Wentworth,2-story frame dwelling (?), $1650.
ca. 1836 29 Charlotte, masonry, $10000
1840 11 Montagu, masonry, $10000
1847 52 Society, ca.1841masonry, $4800.

122 Wentworth: Poston p. 574'. built ca. 1830 by Robert Hopton on lot formerly owned
by John Burckmeyer, builder of 124 Wentworth. Eventually conveyed to H.. W.
Muckenfuss, occupied by W. Murragh Muckenfuss during late-19th century.
RMC: index for Creighton to Hopton 1821, Deed Book K9, p. 25 & 45 (mortgage).
Foundation file notes: Ward books: 1871-75!-lW Muckenfuss, 3-story wood, lot
60X1 2O; 1876-79 Muckenfuss to Angeline Moore; 1881-90 Angeline J. Moore, 3-story
wood house on 35X120' lot.
N&C 5/2311970: [most of thisiswrong]. 1791 John Burckmeyer purchases lot where
both 120 & 122 Wentworth stand. Soon afterward he lives on the west end of
Wentworth. Family lore holds that he lived in today's 122whlle building 120 Wentworth.
ln 1825 division of Burckmeyer's estate, this house to Elizabeth Burckmeyer, already in
residence. 1845 sale to lumber merchant Henry Muckenfuss (d. 1857), then to his son
Henry W (d. 1878), and in settlement of HW Muckenfuss estate, to his daughter Mrs.
Moore. At her death to William Murrah Muckenfuss (d. 1954).

101311834 Ad in Charleslon Courien valuable building lot for sale, The Lot No. 144
Wentworth Street, adjoining the residence of Mr. Memminger... 53'X12'1'. The lot is
worthy the attention of Planters, as it is situated in a genteel neighborhood; it would also
prove a desirable Summer Residence. On the Premises is a two story Wooden
Building, and a Well of Good Water.
Deed Book G10, p. 416 101611834. Sheriff John lrving to Henry D. Walker, re.
911111834 order that land be sold for division among heirs. Richard Kinloch & Sophia
Kinloch his wife and Robert Hopton the heirs of Robert Hopton, alias Smythe.
101611834 at auction, $800, Henry D. Walker. All that certain 2-story house and lot, No.
144, on north side Wentworth. 53' X 121'. B&B east on Memminger, W on _. G10,
p. 418: release/ quitclaim, Kinlochs and Hopton to HD Walker, for $500. [Walker now
has $1300 in itl. Robert Hopton of city of Charleston died intestate, leaving lot on
Harleston Green, 53'X121'. B&B north by Lot 33 of Harleston Green, east by Lots 29 &
34, west on land onveyed by Archibald F. McNeil to Edward B. Nowell.
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K10, p. 148 41411835. Henry D. Walker to William Govan Steele, $1000. Lot in
Harleston Green, 53X121, B&B north by Lot 33 now owned by Dr. Joseph Glover, east
by 29 &34 owned by C. G. Memminger, west by John Drummond.
L10, p. 349: 112811836 William G. Steele to Henry Muckenfuss, $1650. 52X121. B&B
north Dr. Joseph Glover, east C. G. Memminger, west John Drummond (now Hugh
Banks).

120 Wentworth: Poston p.573: John Burckmeyer purchases lot 1791, builds house by 1796. Original
Adamesque detailing.
N&C 5/1111970:128'frontage on Wentworth conveyed 1791 to Burckmeyer. He lives on Wentworth by
1796. Willed to daughter Julia (Mrs. Casimir Patrick) who sold 1830.
124 Wentworlh: Poston p.547: John Burckmeyer d. 1812, left this house to daughter Elizabeth
Burckmeyer. 1845 saleto H. W. Muckenfuss. From 1876, home of Wlliam G. Muckenfuss.
Foundation file notes: willof John Burkmeyer, 1812;deed bookT9, p.399to Elizabeth Burckmeyer;
1858 H. W. Muckenfuss (deceased) to Benjamin S. D. Muckenfuss, deed bookW13, p.680;Ward Books:
1871-75 2-story brick building, lot 35X1 50; 1 876-79 from BSD Muckenfuss to WG Muckenfuss; 1881-
1894 W. G. Muckenfuss.
154 Wentworth: Poston p. 579: built ca. 1836 by mason Henry Muckenfuss, who occupied untilhis 1845
purchase of 122 Wentworth.

Citv Directories
KINLOCH/SMYTHE 181 9-1 837 neither found on Wentworth Street
HOPTON 1816-1829 No Hopton found in City Directory
STEELE 1835-36 \Ä/illiam G. Steele, lumber factor. west end Beaufain. 1837-38 no WGS

MUCKENFUSS
1803 Henry, bricklayer, west end of Wentworth. Michael, cabinet maker, King Street.
1806 Henry, mason, 3 north Wentworth St. con't. Michael, King St.
1807 as above
1809 Henry, bricklayer, Wentworth. Elizabeth, widow, King St.
1813 Henry, bricklayer, Wentworth.
1816 Henry, bricklayer, Wentworth. Miss _ Muckenfuss, Archdale.
1819 Henry, bricklayer, 75 Wentworth. Miss Catherine, corner Archdale & Beaufain; Elizabeth,

widow, King St.
1820 Henry, bricklayer, 120 Wentworth.
1825 as above
1829 Henry, 120 Wentworth, Henry W, 120 WW, BSD, 120 V1M/;James C, Friend St.
1830-1 Henry, bricklayer, 120 Wentworth, Henry W, accountant,l20 \AM/; ST, mechanic, 120 WW
1 835-6 Henry, bricklayer, 120 Wentworth, HW 1 13 \M /, Catherine, 92 WW; Benjamin, carpenter, west

end Cannonboro
1837-8 no Muckenfuss
1840-1 Henry, 110 Wentworth, Henry W., 73 Beaufain, Benjamin, 73 Beaufain
1849 Henry, mason, 86 Wentworth. HW, lumber merchant Beaufain, res. 86 WW. BSD, lumber

merchant Beaufain, res. President. Miss C., 1 Montagu.
1852 Henry, 86 Wentworth. HW, lumber dealer, Smith St., res. 86 WW. H&8, lumber dealers, Smith

St. BSD, carpenter, President St.
1855 Henry, 86 Wentworth, HW, clerk, res. 86 WW
1859 HW, accountant, res.81 Wentworth. BSD, collector, T President; BA, dentist, r.7 President;

Wesley G., accountant, r.7 President.
1860 Henry W, clerk, res. 81 Wentwoúh; WM, student of CH Simonton fiawyer/judge], 81

Wentworth. BA, BSD, CH, & WG all r. 7 President



1861 Census
102 Wentworth, frame, owned & occupied by Dr. Raoul (120 Wentworth).
104 Wentworth frame building owned & occupied by Henry W. Muckenfuss. (122)
106 Wentwofth, brick, owned by B. S. D. Muckenfuss, occupied by lsaac E.HerE. (124)
108 Wentworth, frame, owned & occupied by C. H. West Jr.
1 10 Wentworth, brick, Henry Cobia owner/occupant.
112 Wentworth, frame, Henry Cobia owner, James Chapman occupant.

1886 Earthquake Record
122 Wentworth, Mr. Moore, dwelling. Frame, tin roof, 35' high, 45' long,'16' wide. Good
all round, chimney tops cracked is the only damage noted.
124 Wentworth, W. G. Muckenfuss, dwelling, brick with slate roof, 35' high,22' wide, 45'
long. All four sides have been repaired.

WILLS

81611782 \Mll of Andrew Muckenfuss (proved 11711784). Brothers Henry and Michael
each get a slave blacksmith (Peter and Sam). Sister Catherine. Aunt Margaret Bissel.

71811808 Will of Michael Muckenfuss (proved 812611808), Cabinet maker of Charleston.
To wife Elizabeth, all household & kitchen furniture etc.; also any real or personal estate
which I may be entitled to from the estate of her father James Custer deceased. To her
for life or widowhood, my house on the north side of Magazine Street, occupied by Mr.
Cudworth. Wife shall not charge my estate with the board of my son James Custer
Muckenfuss (<21).
Sell all my furniture, finished and unfinished, cabinet stores such as glue, coffin
furniture, locks, handles, mahogany, cedar, pine; and cabinet makers tools of every
kind. Money from the sale, and all my country lands, my house and lot, and entire
estate to my son James Custer Muckenfuss. lf he die, to my brother Henry
Muckenfuss, sisters Mary B. Desel and Catherine Muckenfuss.

111811811 W¡ll of John Burckmeyer (proved 611911812). Wife Ann Mary; sons John
Charles & Cornelius Dener; daughters Mary Elizabeth Ellsworth, wife of Frederick, and
Elizabeth Burckmeyer. To Elizabeth, house #76 Wentworth, on lot 60'5" in front X 120';
if she die without issue, then sell it. To daughter Julia Cobia Burckmeyer, lot in
Wentworth , 67'6" X 121'; if she die without issue, then sell it. To Elizabeth Cobia, sister
of my wife,a slave.

9/6/1839 Wll of William G. Steele (proved 51711840). \Mfe Eliza R.; son Edwin <21.

313011848 Will of Henry Muckenfuss (proved 81311857). Divide estate among three
children: Benjamin S. P. Muckenfuss, Henry W., and Louise M. Reeder, wife of Manning
B. Reeder.

111511845 W¡ll of Catherine Muckenfuss (proved 21611850). Brother Henry Muckenfuss;
nephew Charles L. Desel; niece Mary Bickley.


