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Mr.s . S. Henry Edmunds was born in Charleston, SC, Dec. 11, 1916 - daughter 
of Augustine T. and Harriott Buist Smythe. She graduated from the College of 
Charleston in 1937 and in 1972 received the first honorary degree presented 
a woman from the College. • 

Mrs. Edmunds retired as Director of Historic Charleston Foundation on J uly 
31, 1985, having been involved with its various projects since shortly after 
its incorporat ion in 1947. She is chait'man of the Drayton Hall Council, a 
Tru stee of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation (Monticello) and a 
director of Spoleto Festival USA. She is a fo rmer member of the President's 
Advisory Council for Historic Preservation . She is a member of the National 
Trust, the American Museum Association, the American Association of State 
and Local Hi story and a member-at-1 arge of the Garden Club of America . Mrs. 
Edmunds serves on many City commissions and committees. 

She is a winner of the Louise DuPont Crowninshield Award, the highest honor 
of the National Trust, for Historic Charleston Foundation's leadership role 
in area rehabilitation in America. She is a recipient of the Department of 
Interior's Conservation Service Award. She has also received recogni ti on 
from the Association of Charle ston Realtors, Historic Savannah Foundati on, 
the Preservat ion Society of Charleston, the American Institute of Architects 
and the Rotary Club "Service Above Self" Award in 1985. *(SEE BELOW) 

Mrs. Edmunds has written a number of articles for magazines and professional 
journals in the field of preservation. She has lectured extensively throughout 
the country and has taken part' in various symposiums on the many aspects of 
preservation. 

Mrs. Edmunds has three daugh\ers, .one of whom is a preservation planner, and 
several grandchildren. ' 

1986 Distinguished Alumni Award - College of Charleston 

Member of the Board of Architectural Review, Charleston, SC 
1986 - voted a Lifetime member of the Board of Trustees of Historic Charleston 

Foundation 



Always modest in putting her­
self forwai'd"'she pressed ever 
onwards with her work and this 
eventua11y brought her real fame 
and admiration for her skills and 
warm personality. Hundreds of 
thousands of people have visited 
her small studio in Tradd Street 
over the years where her work 
has given them a feeling for 
Charleston that emphasizes its 
beauty, charm and intimate 
nature. She accomplished so 
much that a repetition of it would 
sound pretentious and du!). 
· WheriJ think·of my 

Grandmother now she is rem:;rrk­
ably still a presence in my life. 
Perhaps by living so intensely she 
-0ver-filled her life span and she 
contin~ to spill over into the 
present. So on the occasion of her 
induction into the South Carolina 
Ha11 of Fame I feel that she is 
very much With us. 

n aµ accompanying cere­
inOny, Mrs.-FrflD_ceS 
Ravenel· Smythe Edmunds, 

promine11t citizen of Charleston, 
will also;be inducted into the S.C. 
Hall of Fame. 

The ceremony, presided over 
by former Myrtle Beach Mayor 
and President of the S.C.Hall of 
Fame, R\,bert Hirsch, will honor 
Mrs. Edmunds for her many 
accomplishments in her leader­
ship of the restoration and reha­
bilitation ofCharleston. 

The Honorable, Joseph P. 
Riley, Mayor of Charleston, will 
deliver a tribute to Mrs. 
Edmunds. 

rn greatest love story is 
coming to Columbia in time 
for Valentine'g Day. 

Columbia City Ballet, under the 
direction of 
William Starrett, 
will present the 
full-length ballet 
Romeo & Juliet 
at the Koger 
Center. 
Sponsored by 
Nelson, Mullins, 
Riley& 
Scarborough, 1he 
production will 
nm for three per­
foarumces 
February 13" 14, 
1998. 

The fum ballet 
based on the 
well-known 
Shakespeare 
tragedy was 
called Romeo e 
Giulietta and 
was staged in Venice in 1785, 194 
years after the first production of the 
play. It has inspired many choreogra­
phers and composers since. 
However Romeo & Juliet did not 
take its place in the full-length reper­
toire until Serge Prokofiev's compo­
sition in the early 20th century. 

The Kirov Theater in Leningrad 

Mrs. Edmunds was the found­
ing director of Historic Charleston 
Foundation and has been associat­
ed with the foundation from its 
inception in 1947 to her retire­
ment as Executive DirectOr in 
1985. 

As Executive Director of 
Historic Charleston Foundation, 
Mrs. Edmunds directed the opera- · 
tions of the Foundation1s two 
house museums, the Nathaniel 
Russell House and Edmondston­
Alston House. its annual tour of 
private homes and its extensive 
program .of reproductiong. She 
helped expand Charleston's his­
toric preservation district (the first 
in America) from 144 acres to 789 
acres, and led successful efforts to 
strengthen the city's pr-0tective 
zoning and height ordinances. 

Under her direction, the 
Foundation was actively involved 
in helping rehabilitate particularly 
deteriorated neighborhoods with a 
series of creative programs and 
subsidies which enable cu"Tent 
residents to remain in these neigh­
borhoods as homeowners. The 
goal was .a stable, rehabilitated 
historic district integrated both 
racially and ecoiiomically, with a 
strong component of present resi­
dents~ 

In 1971, Mrs. Edmunds was the 
recipient Of the Louise duPont 
Crowninshield Award, the highest 
award conferred by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 
The award honored Mrs. 
·Edmunds for "her unflagging 
devotion to the restoratiOn and 
reVitalization of Charleston, SC. 

She has led and •!!Slaired a com­
munity effort that has resulted in 
the preservation and continued use 
of one of the major concentrations 
of eighteenth and ninetrenth cen­
tury structures in the United 
States." 

"In the rehabilitation of 
Ansonborough in Charleston (the 
first area rehabilitalfuD project in 
America) through die pioneer.ii]g 
use of the revolving fii!i(j, Mr§. ' 
Edmunds has set an·el<lmiple for 
other communities tqJlili-Ow in the 
recovery _o_t inner car ~W~ts:~ 

In addition to the c,,. ,_, .... 
Crowninshield Awant,_ilrg ,;.o, . . 
Edmunds is .the t-919~plei!t•of 
the Department of~rsO::•,· .. 
Conservation Servitti ~lj/ilie · 
1968 recipient oflhe*°riaf:, 
Trust for Historic~~!) , 
Citation for SigniljcaiJI> · ' '\~ ~ 
Achievement in HistoQC -~ -~g,::-:-­

Preservation in the Uuited States, 
In 1985, Mrs.~ W'\S 
awarded The Ordec«1;'he . , 
Pahuetio by Go\i<!j~ !Ucliwd .Wf ', ' 
Riley. fa 1985; MapJ-0seph P, · .. ··· 
Riley proclaimedJ!i~« O<:tober 
25 as Frances R.~·Dliy in 
the City of Ch~Scn1 . . 
recognition of hal,ia11 achieve' 
.mentS-in ~tori~·~atiori. .. - ' 

In 1977, Mrg, ·&bun!ls was 
appointed to Plesidmt ~I'.'.s · 
Advisory CouOOJ.~Qtlc 
Prese'l'vation..~mthis. 
capacity until 1983' Mrs. 
Edmunds is a past director of the 
Historic House Association of 
America and, a .rocoi>e£ at large of 
the Garden C!UJu:if Ainerica. She 
is a founding~ ofiSoo!ek~' 

commisSioned Prokofiev to write his · Mariclare Miranda.,_:katured in 
score in 1935. But, because of the cul- the title role, arole*1"illreprise 
1llral repression in the USSR, the theater in this production,~ with 
administration was prohibited from pro- Ballerina PatriciaMileJ: 

ducing the work This is not the fimtime Miller 
so it premiered in has pmtrayed J~.Jn f984 the 
1938 inBmo, Jofiiey BalletpreseiadRumeo & 
Cz.echoslovakia Juliet, choreographl;dbyStuttgatt 
The success of the Ballet's John O:anka.Miller, along 
Cz.ech perfor- with her partller Jaaaeanfield, 
mances corivillced premiered the titleido:satihe 
Soviet authorities Keunedy Center in'Mdiington, 
to endorse a pro- .l).C. Shewem;on'lo~Juliet 
cfuction by th~: , , foi audifii.~Jlt G!J(;i:Utet in New 

.:~~~'.'_~:Tu~¥"f!~'!;~!'~e 
Jlal!~t's p©duc- · · 'JOffi'eyw,;s~~ll*t company. 
't:\1:!!1"1s<JWi!J.be MirandaandMilb'will be part-
~4Pthe: " 00rob Premier......,,Se e . - . ., ... ,.,.. . y ' • . .. rg 
Prokofie'l:_sCo!(i:.:~: 'f:.avoiecani!FJ:iticipll:Qmcer Julian 
,and ch'Oreo' · Harpe~-B~ l&jl!JCli<cty. Other 
!lt.!l!~'bI.Ql);g. ..... Colulriblii: Q:ty Ba•d1.vorites who 
Easley.A native of will perform in~~l' Oruk, 

:Austin, Tuxas; Victoria.fh~l!fG$Lig and 
Easley danced Tracey Yari~ 
professionally Three perfo~are sched-
with Ballet Austin uled for Colurnhia:fi:l!nia 13 at 8 

and the Atlanta Ballet and is the former p.m and Feb1UalJ .l4>:'!l 3 and 8 
Artistic Director of Austin p.m Tickets ran~illpite from 
Contemporary Ballet $7.50 to $26 and ~tli/<""1e now at 

Romeo & Juliet has not been per- ihe Coliseum boit1•ii _.;iod all 
formed by the Columbia City Ballet Capital ticket 001li$:;~e by 
since 1985 when William Stanett and phone call 251-~~'.iieason 
then-Artistic Director Ann Brodie col- membeillhip ticla;li!i.9'il!le 
laborated, creating a production that Columbia City n:r !•Iii eat 799-
was filmed by SCETY. Prima Ballerina 7605. ... · 

___;,_""' .~, 

Festival USA and the past chair­
man of the Dqyton Ha11 Council 
of the National Trost. She is a past 
trustee of the Thomas Jefferson 
Memorial Foundation, Monticello. 

In 1986, the Historic Charleston 
Foundation named its preservation 
center in her honor. The Frances 
R. Edmunds Center for Historic 
Preservation is located at 108 
Meeting Street in Charleston. In 
1994, the foundation created The 
Frances R. Edmunds Award for 

I 'I!\ 

, .. ,,,, ..... _,,·~~~·W~~ 
Historic Preservation and present-
ed the first award to its namesake. 

Mrs. Edmunds is a graduate of 
St. Timothy's School in Maryland 
and:a 1938 graduate of the College 
of Charleston. In 1972, she 
received the :(rrst honorary.degree 

- presented a·woman from the 
College of Charleston. In 1988, 
Mrs. Edmunds was presented the 
College of Charleston Founders' 
Medal "to Frances R. Edmunds 
who exemplifies the best in human 
strivings and accomplishments." 

Mrs. Edmunds is the daughter of 
Augustine Thomas Smythe and 
Harriott Ravenel Buist She is the 
widow of S. Herny Edmunds, well 
known local attorney. Mrs. 
Edmunds, has three daughters and 
six grandchildren. 

Excerpt, Alternatives News Magazine, vol. 13, n. 73, Jan. 29-Feb. 
12, 1998
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~this s;@e~&fplicei)l;tt 
~<:tS sa'VQW and ffiqgltt$1> 
61iitdyro'prtiwet. W~u :r•<li{)I 
a =nwtl!Vty and i ihlititof fuinil. . . . ,.. .. 1.;, . • . 

. IC;1110<m"""r:WJ>V!;ll. 
t~erJ0r mol;ll t:han 300 

W<>dl; it's even ~jp ~ ~ Of!' gtateli!J &>c t\i~ l!lfprts 
and~ini~.~· ·v · d chi ts fFran · 
. $he ~,~Di~· ~t.;£'.'<:m,en l) • ~ · 

nve of...,..,....*" 11"''!.~ · ''Th~~ uo11hies@d !!ft4inljim ofittJouf/Ph.fQlflmit-
losr #gilt of~~~ , ~kdd ~~~lh lli~~~ .. t«. . . 

"!~~~.:·:·~~£.~r~ cit}tth~17 ·.· .. 



fVl~dx'.(dOlO 

Fi. ranc.·. es R. Edm:und.s·· 
' r , • • , - ., I 

T. . . . ~:%~:c~:!.· .~~~~·.cg·: .. ··.s e:;::~. :.·.~, ~1t:. ~;:s:. ~:a.e:i~:~~!a·l··~~ •. ·~~. !~~;.·o. a;~~:~:~1.n.- X)G 
yond 'the many historic .hµil?- . was .·able to· buy the Russell House .because 

. . ings ·she helped· protect in· of a $32,500 from the Smith Richardson 
Charleston. Her work also enhanced the· ,Fo1;1ndation .that· Mrs. Edmunds and her 
area's livability, its cultural environment; assi>dates matche.d in 10 days. 
its businesses andtourism,, a,rid.lfs beauty, .. · Whel)that.ilame.frlund~tl0n'gave a,riO!her 

Sutasmuch.as sliedid to shape Charles· $W;oiJOtotheHCFto goto'1fard:a$100,QOO. 
to.n, ~he ~!so' h,'elp~d chang¢d the faci: of re\'o~i,ri$ fund/Mr$. Ednpl!J~S 'nd the 
pteservation''mitfona'lly. · ·. · foundat1on·ra'ised the cithet''$7s;ooo. · 

When she was awarded the prestigious With that innovat:i:v~ifitnd;tlj~;HistoFk 
Lo\ifse du Pont Crowninshield Award by · Charleston Equndation b<1µ~~t and re/ 
t11£National ']'!'Us! in 1971, she said what· stored endangered.propertiesiJche houses .. 
was inost exciting was not what had been were then sold to preservatiif!1-minded1 
accopiplished ,but "a new recognition by a buyeq ancl the money was ri!i~vested iti 
large group ofpeople that preservation is other enciangered properties. ' .• .. . . · 

1 

sensible, practical and very much .a part of Th¢ transfoqQation .of Ansonborough 
the health ofthe urban complex." .. . from a dilapidated si;-biock area to a heigh. 

Charleston; because of advecates}iki(,\Jie bNhood o(beautif11lly restored buildings ' 
dignified but tenacioQ.s Mrs. Edmund~,rled was made possfblebythN'evolving fund.. .. 1 

the way for incte~sing national aw~reness In i986, ay¢\Jr after Frances Edmunds 
of the iinpottanee of historic preser.vation. retired as directbr of the Historic Charles­
The.con¢epfofa revolving fund, Which she ton Foundation, the foundation dedicated 
h¢1ped develop lo NX for r~storation.s, has the Frances R. Edmunds'center for Hls7 '. · 
become a staple for preservation orgitniza- toric P~eservatl?n at iOS Meeting Street, a 
!torts nationally. And Charleston continues. f9rmer filling st:(tfon: Some had looked ,._t 
to benefit from her workon behalf ofim: . the building as'so~ething to raze - ax\#. 
proved zoning and bett.er planning, qµi<:;kly; 

Mayor Joe Riley said'Mrs .. Edmunds led Not Mrs; Edmunds/ As te.stament to her. 
the Historic Charlest9n Foun<latjpm· to.he· deqication lo preserv>1tion, she saw its oile· ' 
come "a nationa!fqrce, the'g()lcJ$taµdard of story profile as apprqpriatefor tha~ cqrner 

· hlstoric.preser,vatiop." .. · . . . ·ofChahners al)d Meetingstre~tsand·saill it ' 
In addition tol)\lfiler(lµS.loca'l a.f!d legion- . sbol!ld not be sacrificed. The.l:i1,11ldi!lgco.n., 

al hofi:?~~· ~l)~ll)~il)gjan hoIJpr<1ry <l~gree . tinues.to, serve admir~bjy., ... ·· ..• .· ... . . 
. from !4r;C\J¥~~¢/~Phat1~s~~ ~"ll:;v~a~f' ·. -:*fipt~£r1a~liLy, t41i,if'q~11~~1~a's hi~h~st 
in the S,:(;; fllil! ofFame,-she·ser'l"¢d on•the award for .historic preserva'tionis naiµed 

. Spoletj}iF~§~~ iilSA.b<>alidid{d:tl'<;~tors fO(Mrs.Hdm~.ds. '· . ; · ..•... ·. . ..... · . · 
and w~ !1!,mei\;jlier Gif:t,~eGh,11~/~st~p.Board· · (Jhade;$to.ri lawyer andpreseiw~il~nl~f1]0\ .· 
of Aro!'ii~¢<>tjlr'l'\.1R.evie~.whe:ie;$he\c?11~i~-:. ·s11phJ!):'.:.ll)!cGee.:s1ji{J, .. ''My1:~1~gpgi'reg~efis.· 
tently.iJte~sed for giiocl ciesign and.~areful that, during her long illness, young people 
restorations. The Ihterior Departµ:iq1t gave didn't get to kriow her and to appreciate the 
heritsCpQ.Servation ScienceA:Wardln 1979, exceptional things she acccm,lplish~d." 
and President JilllrhY Carter appointed; her Frances Edmunds' life was dedicated t 0 
to the Advisory Council on Historic Pres- the preservation of the historic buildings 
ervation. . and neighborhoods t~at hjake Charl~ston 

AndwhenfurmerFrenchPresidentValery one of the most distinctive placesfo the 
Gisc'ard d'Estaing visited Charle~ton, it):Vils nation. Her ex(raordinary coritr.ibutions 
Mrs. Edmunds who acted as his guide. . . comprise an essential chapter in Chatles­

Mrs. Edmunds wa~.a persuasive person ton's history.· 
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· WMUN!IS ffron,n~elA .; ·· · · • · >f{\~ectTharlestQn'shistotre' · 'yearto serve as dfrettor-..,1\th';: : 
•. ··' . .. . .. .. . btii)dingsffomdemolitionand National Tr.ugct for Historic , 

contributiorfs to<oiif. c>fy•ate' •1Md!S'ifi"ehew developmen,r Pteservafioti'S<)<\uthwestetn ' 
enormou" and t.!tey at.era~tc • · •dllJ'~hetlong .;areeriF~~· f~gidfilil~Ih\l\nifitetView J 
mg!'. ·. ·. ·• ·· 1. . l6ngfr1!inJJfac'6mp1isrunents l\Hllie'lre'iefttown,hesall'Hhe · 

. A <;'harlestop nati~e'. Ed~· an<f1egat:yWilltontinuHo in- ~BesfF'iru\.i:'es;f;~d~:qtl:Qte" i 
j mull.as erar,ned''l ·b'aGlilitot's · ~Pire'f'reS'ervationistsffit.ye;u.s• "wiiS>~Wh'at'sfhatr'':He'recan~a • 
: degt~e froirt tbe2061le'ge•.oF '('o't:{>~' · .·· .... · ··. · · /tlleVJayshe]i~ed"itliV<>r}'•Al'ti• ' 
f Ob.atli>stoi'tiri'l?~Yandworked ' T,hl\:i!Uiih Po5ton, who wa's · cl!\'.iiagger1d'i!!s.a'tm cl:evelop.• 1 

:· i for'Dlie EVEiriingPo~t'i&rabiief ·•hit elf by'Edni\lnd• 'i;fr 198'2 · ers ~efil<ingher ~vor en'!heir ! 
. : tiine'j'>efore her marfili~ m ai\'d•W<Jrktid forhetuntil fil,r d<!Wl'!Wlmj>tli&t.They"'9illd : 
ti I943·to Charleston lawy~r.S: f'efil-tiifeµt,.~aid she was "ex- ·'lafoutthejppfamimlief'desk,' 
. ! mmy E&nundS.: • .· . ~f6tward'tliinkihg.'She andwflflefhe}'Wereexplamllig' • 
l j . She wastlillt~ ,Yelircold > ~w.llilligs'lhat needed l&liap" ·· so'rfil'thlng; sliewOtll<l abtuj!tly · 
• ' foun<t'ation'Sfir'St \fffipleyeeu·i> jien'llingbefore•they'did. She sliip thfdagger d<>Wn on a an: : 
. i I941l. Ednniri~s' he.\lame>tlie ~§ lh,e'' pei'soii ~ho !'igutt\d · fefe:dtpiirt'eflilil'~d<1!:ii\g'"-ml • 
' . [ e:X'eifutive dtr#i>'r in'l955;•a, 6)ltll>West''o/ayto siiV4 ilie old "'*lier tWO"word'queStipn,. ·. 
·. f p<isftl<:m she'helil.~ti}Tu:ft~" · • railftfad. center t]iat's now the A'fter h.er retirement; t\le 
'· ! fu.~tfient ifi 1'.9$;. D\rtingJi\'r Bli~!e'stori area D6n~tf6n fOnildaMnnani<;<t a renofated· 
ti tenllre;the'ffistfuitChatleswn 'ilrln"'1$$fof¥1lureau;.8jle>._u1j:t' . I'JlOS>~statlon~t<Me~{m'd 
I i F<iundatio#sliW,l!'rn~fuMotf e~ 1'!le fo:$t;ievolvflii; fi#diHi ' i(Jil¥ifi:ers'St!'ee,ts;,,s ihe'Ffatfqe 
.. 'i£'bilildinl(s!hafwerefu~et- 'BB\iif<F59.'r:fii!tbot\gllft!ilifltit ·~LE<lhltJiulS~foilffi!tonc 
t: 0f'd:efuolili<llr"tifbeing<olit'W'•Wjfdiligs!ill Ansun'jmroi\f\€;lir .. P1'eservi\tlm\·'ml'iii'builailig<s• 
t i l>u}'t'is wlii>'wollld'Mti'e~t one'i>flret'lSiggest1.!Jl'aa~•SJie &di~'ittetl'to'pul)lic edtteati<>I) 
i theif architectural integrity: • coi;ict;iv'ed.'"'1.atDtii}'t9«Tra'IF iinif roYJ,tle#,ltliillits'r1'1~tJ;tg 

; l 1J;~~~;:S~1;e~; ,,=:.~r·d\11\a~~t~· ~;l~~°l;a:ri":t!J~~ 
" : an'd.Sliewasvefy~:'l\ird · il'O&t'®S\ii:<liEdn:furidS:ifilugnt ~ctutii:lilrtlf~s~aoom : 
r r ~Mbad an'aiftatrng•s'eme•clf' m>.infzllmillg Mttr~iliUf 'fshe S"'"l\d~al;les\l)!lniill<1i9gslliat ' 
r: ~aes~•Sli!!Wil5'S~'fi00¥ l<n~w hiJWta pkk her'bMtlef" ·· Jiave~en ij,estfoye(L ,,,, • • ; · 

: wlio'wasn.ltf{}tflial1"'' itf-iiiiell''''Fdtiriiflmce· she decided not ··•'•Tireiift>.mQ:atiolf'aJ:si>\nal\t. • e.' d· , - ·-- - - ~ _-i.1-,. ., · :r - .·· --'""'~-··-- · - -' : · -" . - . - _- - , --..... _ -.·· .,., 
: b\lt'5lie W'.'' a niltn£ar" '' ' · ''f~jl9s't;•!fie &#1.opment Of itslT'fghejlt ~M t!re'FiJlii~ 
, Durmg•llet t'ti!teelil' s!ll!'w1hl '• Ohal:IestoJIPla~l>titfu~teadto Bdtfiaii<ls A'War<l•iii lier ho.not, : 
i stwe'ral awar'dsf<if·liei'Jir~§ep ~Wifllit!\e i&:'a!H.liliik'i~ an~'i'establ,ishiid'.th!! FraneC'sR. : 
r vatibll e~rts;'ifljbltidiiig'tfi:~ ·~!!ffahtitliatsh~\!lldefS.t-Otid ·; ·~thitililds'~oh'!il;~i ~:l)er'' 

. : LOiifseduFont&i>wmnsli11llli'- 'l'li!ngilll<elhltt'.1Sfie'1tiieSVliilw' mll'Offiltablespi'i'it<:ifle•Sliil>' ! 
: ! Award. thenation'shighest tod<\lllwithsomere;illy·tough andher'can-do11.~." .. • 

:,j~~%:~~~\ii~~S~i~~t'~~~1'J;'.:.1cli%~fu~~ u7!,~i~i:~~i5~~;~~~~~; 1
• 

t ; TrnStfbr>. ·~~. ~~?~ !b:.,
1· .•·.·.· .. rya.·. J!o .• ,,·,.,n.•. 'i·f>·,·'.~ ... • .. ''"' .. 70······.·n!l .. '.fur .. C. h. arl~¥t~n, . . . c .. ".n. ser·r· :at~o. ·.~. '".• . ~ ..... P.'~ ce:.·· .• ,,A .. "'a·rd,. ·.' ,< : m 1971. ·c, > ,.. ''.',.:'.'.. ·•:'~Md•hon,.lleW<!,, she had 1!,\!dW!l~a.l';)'Q~ed'l:!I.llres1deillt • 

r ! "The Nation# Trmtfofffi.i, i8\!~~ib\e inna$ sense of Jimmy l'.:arter t:O the federal ; 
f; tori<;P.reservat\o!,!mourns the .!{j,~~'''andw?atw'as appro- ,.Advisoi:x,.f*~*1-cil;o!) Histo,i:ic ; 
' i p~~slli'g of this tr~p1oneet'!'.if · pnate,furthe c1ty.Sh~l!'"%¥:er.y 1>r~~VS~f~1ll!.d~.was1lF , 
f ! tM !preservati~p I)lOVelfi'elit,~ q$kt9 rece~e b'i.1\ <j.~ign .,dJi\iJ;¢ffi(!t!i't~~~l>!ltb.'Cato1ina • 
' • s;jP, Rrcliard·.Mi>.f, pi;e$fden.t aPd:lack ofpr(lporfi<!,l!r~lifff.' j;!'aTh'Of.I,;)Wte ill"i,9'9$. · . . · 
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PRESENTING 
FRANCES R. EDMUNDS 

Director, Historic Charleston Foundation 

For Mrs. S. Henry Edmunds, Director of Historic Charleston· 
Foundation, the preservation of Charleston's architectural· 
heritage isn't over - it is just getting into full swing to begin a 
fourth century of never-ending work and guardianship. That is 
her opinion after watching. and having a role in the saving of 
hundreds of houses in the old city. 

Restoration and preservation of worthwhile structures isn't 
just a way of life for her - it is her life's spectrum. 

And that spectrum covers the whole gamut of Charleston's 
still standing record of nearly three centuries of building from 
the magnificence that is evidenced in the Nathaniel Russell 
House Museum and the William Gibbes House to the simple 
lines of a small outbuilding that visitors rarely see. 

For Frances Ravenel Edmunds, the philosophy of preserva­
tion incorporates the warp and woof of the old city seen as a 
tapestry. a masterpiece that must have most of its parts to 
guarantee that future generations will be able to see and 
appreciate their heritage. 

Physically. her involvement with restoration and preservation 
in Charleston goes back to 194 7 when the Historic Charleston 
Foundation was born, an organization with an idea that was 
new on the stage of preservation. 

Thirty-seven years later, Historic Charleston Foundation can 
look back on work that is physically in evidence regarding the 
success of the program it initiated. Hundreds of houses are in 
use today as fashionable residences or multi-use buildings, 
houses that undoubtedly would have Jong ago either fallen 
before the wrecker's ball, burned or simply deteriorated into 
termit"'"shredded ruins. 

Says Mrs. Edmunds: 'As I compare what we have with what 
exists' elsewhere, I always come home realizing that we are most 
fortunate people in Charleston. I come back refreshed. but with 
the knowledge that we cannot take anything for granted. There 
are large areas that still need work and guiding hands. That is 
where the foundation's future lies:· 

As far as Frances Edmunds is concerned the work of the foun­
dation continues today as a caretaker and advisory group. She 
says, "The preservation movement must adjust itself to the 
challenges of the time and to education. lbday, education of 
the public to the need for preservation and to the value of our 
public heritage, of our environment, is most important. The pro­
gram must always be quick on its feet, quick to recognize 
danger and quick to meet and defeat it:' Mrs. S. Helll'!I E'.dmwuls, Dlrntor of Hl5toric Cfuuleston Fowtdalion. 

NOTEWORTHY MISCELLANY 
Have you seen our silverplated trivet 

(C-0203) by KIRK STIEFF featured on 
page 64C in the May issue of Gourmet 
magazine? This handsome reproduc­
tion of the original in an historic 
Charleston house is among the most 
popular gift items in the Reproduc­
tions line. 

*** 
Our fulkolor catalog will be offered 

in Time magazine's summer Olympics 
special supplement in the August 20 
issue. This advertisement will generate 

Inkstand I.Amp (}1030) by NORMAN PERRY, adapl"'1 from 
inffslmrd"' .. - Cfouleston house - "'""""""' "' antiqued lirrl5s finlslr. Green loankuver- paper sliade witft 
gold trim. 25" H. (See"°"' under "Look For" ne<t ""'1•.) 

additional interest in the Reproduc­
tions Program and stimulate catalog 
sales. 

*** 
Blue Canton porcelain was included 

on the cover of the June issue of House 
Beautiful magazine and in the 
associated article beginning on page 
70. 

*** 
WOODBINE HERB COMPANY has 

created a delicate pot pourri exclusive­
ly for Historic Charleston Reproduc­
tions. Attractively packaged and 
. moderately priced, this fragrant pot 
pourri has impressive customer 
appeal. 



'Lady' Edtnunds leave~ a~precious preservation legacy 
BY KATHARINE S. ROBINSON 

She was a brilliant 

I tseemsmostfiitingtohonorFran- . change agent who 
ces Edmunds durmg the month of 

MayasMayisNationall>reservation understood and 
Monih.FranceSRavene!SmytheEd~ ·promoted ecoriOriliC: 

munds, who died 
at the age of 93 viability, cultural 

. last month, signal- enhancement and 
mg the end of an . • . . · 
.er'b WJI• a .l'f<lmi- quality·l)flife for 
nent and nation- · · "d •·· • ·d . •t 
aliy tecognizetl, .. resl ents an VISI Ors 
Charlestonfa11 • ·. · alike. 
whose name_ is -·---~-~~----­
.synonymous with of the 2010 Festival of Houses and. 
historic preserva- Gardens (marking its 63rd consecu-

. ·.-_tiQn j.Jl ·America. tive se·ason) underscores its po~ition 
She will be forev~f -r~tne_mb~d and as the Foundation's largest eal"ned 
revet¢<! in thellll'itals 9f Cha;:1eston's income program, an<!·ihe iconic N"" 
rich history. ~'Q"µe JegeJ).d.in!Wr6wn • tha.Uel Russell H())lSe ~d.sp•on4Jy 
time with ~.~terling<reput~tiilitspai_i- ~s'.~ne of the Citys fi!).est.1!lldmos' 
ning decades., herowi~~pread·~nd visit¢d house musetilt)s an<fhas an 
powerful influence conlinues.·!o be i.n\!l'vidual listing as a National His­
recognized far beyond the limits of toric Landmark. 
Charleston and~the Carolina.Low- Frances Edmunds' office, on the 
country. third floor of the Russell House, was. 

From Historic Charleston Found a- aptly named the "Oval Office"because 
tion's:f<.>unding in 1947, Frances Ed- of its actual architectural cohfigura­
munds as its frrS-t executive director tibn, yet the significance of-its name 
established herself as a formidable seems appropriate for her almost 40 
force in the American preservation year reign as one of the most powerful 
movement; From the first Festival figures in Charleston and beyond. 
of House.s held in the spring of 1948 The combination of Mrs. Edmunds' 
to the F_oundation's purchase of the inherent confidence, passion and per­
Na!haniel Russell House in 1955, she severance was awesome to behold and 
was hot only a pioneer in her efforts also keenly effective ~o.ne newswor- . 
to raise funds and awareness for pres- thyaccomplishmenifollowed anoiher 
ervation through private house tours, during her long and prodnctivetenure. 
she led the effort to raise funds forthe The Ansonborough project brought 
pur~p.ase of the eh dangered Russell national attention to Historic Charles­
House, c .. 1808, and to establish it as a ton Foundatiqn and to Charlest-on 
house museum. when she created America's first re-

. These two ingenious efforts were volving fund in ihe late i950s. 
immediately successful and remain By 1970 her brilliant idea had.come 
hallmarks of Historic Charleston to fruition and virtuiliy saved one of 
Follndation,s initiatives to promote Charleston's most beautiful and his­
pres-ervation and edua:ational pro- toric neighborhoods. She naturally 
gr~ms. The overwhel.iliing -success beca~e an important national -com-

·~ifentat'or ·on the value of ·adaptive for-her innovative ide3.s and decisive 
\!Se of historic buildings, and in 1971 actions which made her a guardian of 
she was awarded the Louise DuPont Charleston's architecture, history and 
CroWninshield Award, the National culture and left their mark on her be-
Trustfor HistoricPrl;servation's high- loved city. Her resolve to preserve and 
esthonor. The Trust acknowledged protect Charleston's unique integrity 
her revolutionary idea ofrevitalizing influenced legislation, growth, devel-
an entire neighborhood through pres- opment and livability . 
ervation by using a Revolving Fund She was a brilliant change agent who 
as a fin.ancing strategy. In granting understood and promoted econ_om.ic 
the award, the Trust noted that An- . viability, cultural enhancement and 
sonborough was the first area reha- quality oflife for residents and visi-
bilitation project in America and that • tors alike. 
her "native warmth and wisdom, her Not one to shy away from contro-
infmite finesse a:nd, great tenacity of versy, she wa~ a force with which to 
purpose.already have left their mark be reckoned. Throughoutherdecades 
on historic preservation in the United of service as the Foundation's execu-
States." tive dir.ector, she was c6ns-idered an 

Today, nearly 100 houses and prop- Frances Edmunds iconic preservationist and was highly 
'ertie& ,have been puichased, protect- resp_ected throughout the cou:q,try ... 
,.,a, preserved and resold ihrough the Among numerous other prestigious Wherever preservation is taught, 
F_~titrdat,_lol}'.:S:-~evolving Fund. On awardS, diStinctio,ns, and appoint- 'or the _history of preservation in this 
the--occasioti.O-fHistorlc Charleston ments, Fraµces was, the _recipient of country is mentioned, Frances Ed­
Foundatidn's 60th anniyersary ffi, th.,,fir<t honorary degree granted to munds' name stands out as a daring 
2007, the Fund was ~propriatelyand a woman by the College pf Charleston pioneer and leading preservationist. 
reverently renamed the Edmunds Re- in 1972. In 1979 she was appointed to Her advocacyanda<'tions contributed · 
volving Fund. afive-yeattermonthePresident'sAd- enormously to ihe built environment 

Under Mrs. Edmunds' leadership, visory.Council on Historic Preserva- and the quality of life we enjoy in 
the Foundation's ina11gural easements ti on. She was a director of the Historic Charleston today. 
program was-begunjn 1982. As one House Association of America and.a. The legend and legacy of Frances 
of the most successful conservation director of Spoleto Festival USA. She Edmunds lives on through the Ed­
strategles employed by the Founda- was chairman of the Drayton Hall munds Revolving Fund, the Festival 
tion, theeasementprogramenablesus Conncil of the National Trust and ofHdusesandGardens,thehundreds 
to protectthehistoricfabric of proper- served as atrustee of the Thomas Jef- of properties protected by easements 
ties in private ownership. In essence, ferson MeniorfalAssociation, Monti- and Charleston's sterlin.grepritation as 
an easement is a paitial int~fest in a cello:Shewas inducted into the South America,s best preserved city. 
piece ofpropertyihattakestheform of · Carolina Hall ofFame'in 1998. An his- With unwavering respect and admi­
a·set of restrictive· coyen~nts attached tori cal e~bit describing her promi- ration, on behalf of the foundation's 
to a deed. The nascent program ·ac- nence as a preservatiOnistis displayed trustees and staff, past.and_ present, 
cepted eight easements in the early in The Shops <>fHistoric Charleston I say thank you to Frances Ravenel 
1980s and now has grown to nearly Foundation at 108 Meeting Street. E'dmunds for her countless and last-
400 prop~rties throughout the Low-. A plaque there also recognizes the ing contributions which shall.be for­
country. The extraordinarys\lccess of building as the site of the Frances R. ever considered an integral part of 
the HCF easement program, another Edmunds Center for Historic Pres er- Charleston's unparalleled preserva-
testament to Mrs. Edmunds' innova- vation, 1986-2007. lion success story. 
tive thinking, guarantees the protec- A widely respected lead.er of lead­
tion and preservationofiheseproper- ers, lovingly and appropriately.calle9-
ties in perpetuityvia the Foundations "Lady" by her grandchildren, Frances 
co"stewardship. Edmunds will be forever remembered 
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Katharine S. Robinson is executive 
director of Historic Charleston Foun-
dation. 
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