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Always modest in putting her-
self forward, she pressed ever
onwards with her work and this
eventually brought her real fame
and admiration for her skills and
warm personality. Hundreds of
thousands of people have visited
her small studio in Tradd Street
over the years where her work

“has given them a feeling for
Charleston that emphasizes its
beauty, charm and intimate
nature. She accomplished so
much that a repetition of it would
sound pretentious and duil.

. - ‘WhenT think-of my- -
Grandmother now she is remark-

ably still a presence in my life..
Perhaps by living so intensely she.
-over-filled her life span and she
continues to spill over into the
presenit. So on the occasion of her
induction into the South Carolina
Hall of Fame I feel that she is
very much with us.

n an accompanymg cere-
mony, Mrs. Frances
Ravenel Smythe Edmunds,
prominent citizen-of Charleston,
will also’be inducted into the 8.C.
Halt of Fame
. The ceremony, presided over
by former Myrtle Beach Mayor
-and Prcsjdent of the §.C Hall of
Fame, Robert Hirsch, will honor
Mrs.-Edmunds for her many
accomplishments in her leader-
ship of the restoration and reha-
bilitation of Charleston.

The Honorable, Joseph P.
Riley, Mayor of Charleston, will
deliver a tribute to Mrs,
Edmunds.

greatest love story is
coming to Columbia in time
for Valentine’s Day.
Columbia City Ballet, under the
d.IrBCthIl of
William Starrett,
will present the
§ full-length ballet
§ Romeo & Juliet
E at the: Koger
Center.
Sponsored by

§ Riley &
Scarborough, the |

§ production will

§ run for thiree per-

§ formances

§ 1998. :
§ Thefirstballet
% based on the
t well-known
Shakespeare
tragedy was
called Romeo e
Giudietta and
was staged in Venice in 1785 194
vears after the first production of the
play. It has inspired many choreogra-
phers and composers since.
However Romeo & Juliet did not
take its place in the fiull-length reper-
toire until Serge Prokofiev's compo-
sition in the early 20th century.

The Kirov Theater in Leningrad

Mrs. Edmunds was the found-
ing director of Historic Charleston
Foundation and has been associat-
ed with the foundation from its

* inception in 1947 to her retire-

ment as Executive Director m
1985.

As Executive D}rector of
Historic Charleston Foundation,

Mrs. Edmunds directed the opera- -

tiens of the Foundation's two
house museums, the Nathaniel
Russell House and Edmondston-
Alston House, its annual tour of
private homes and its extensive
- program .of reproductions. She
helped expand Charleston’s his-
toric preservation district. (the first.
in America) from 144 acres to 789

" - acres, and led successful efforts to

strengthen the city’s protective
zoning and height ordinances.
Under her direction, the -

Foundation was actively involved
in helping rehabilitate particularly

_ deteriorated neighborhoods with a
series of creative programs and
subsidies which enable current
residents to refhain in these neigh-
borhioods. as homeowners. The
goal was a stable, rehabilitated

" historic -district integrated beth -

racially and economically, with a

strong component of present resi-
dents.

In 1971, Mrs. Edmunds was the -

recipiént of the Louise duPont
Crowninghield Award, the highest -
award conferred by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.
The award honored Mrs.
"Edmunds for “her unflagging
devotion to the restoration and
rcvitalization of Chaﬂcston;- SC.
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oomm:smoned Pmkoﬁcv to wrme hls
score in 1935. Bur,becauseofthecul-

tural repression in the USSR, the theater in this production, alessating with
admm1strauon was prohibited from pro- Ballerina Patricia Miller.

ducing the work
50 it premiered in
1938 in Brno,
Czechoslovakia.

Czech perfor-

Sovxct authorities

_other communities o 510
recovery of inner city

- Conservation Servme'ﬁgﬁar

-~ ments in historic préservation..

.. Preservation,

The success of the  Ballet’s John Cranlon. Mifler, along

¥ with Ballet Austin  uled for Col

She has led and sastamed a com-
munity effort that bas resulted in
the preservation and continued use
of one of the major concentrations
of eighteenth and nimeteenth cen-
tury structures in the Ynited

States.”

“In the rehabilitation of
Ansonborough in Charleston (the
first area rehabilitation prOJect in
America) through the pioneering
use of the revolving foed, Mr:
Edmunds has set an exampl

. In addition to the
Crowninshield Award, Mt
Edmunds is the 1999 re
the Department of Intei
1968 recipient of the Mat
Trust for Historic Prese
Citation for Significasd:
Achievement in Historsc

Preservation in the United States, .
In 1985, Mrs. Edmn&was TR
awarded The Ordu'sofl'h

Riley In 1985 Viayor:

Riley proclalma}ﬁ;day ;Oe:tfo
25 as Frances R_ B
the City of Charleston,
recoghition of hcrmmy ach;eve—

In 1977, Mrs. Edeaunds was
appomted to President C
Advisory Cou.ncil on-Histo

capacity until 1983 Mirs.
Edmunds is a past director of the
Historic House Assoéiation of
America and.a member at large of

the Garden Cluh of &merica. She |, |

isa foundmg dlrecki of Spolel

e Hfil

the title role, 2 role she will reprise

This is not the first tiéne Miller
has portrayed Juliet. bn 1984 the  §
. Joffrey Ballet prescased:Romeo &
Juliet, chorcographied by Stuttgart

with her partner James€anfield,

‘mances corivinced  premiiered the title folles at the

Kennedy Center in Wiishington,
b

C. Shewem-on'npufmn Juliet

for'a ’env :

and the Aflanta Ballet and is the former p.m. and Februaq: 1& at3and 8

Artistic Director of Austin p.m, Tickets range nlnce from
Contemporary Ballet, $7.50 to $26 and #

Romeo & Juliet has not been per- the Coliseum box.
formed by the Columbia City Ballet Capital ticket otk
since 1985 when William Stamettand ~ phone call 251-2222 T season
then-Artistic Director Ann Brodie col-  membership tickets callshe
laborated, creating a production that Columbia City Ba

was filmed by SCETV. Prima Ballerina  7605.

inethis - -

Festival USA and the past chair-
man of the Drayton Hall Council
of the National Trust. She is a past
trustee of the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial Foundation, Monticello.
In 1986, the Historic Charleston
Foundation named its preservation
center in her honor. The Frances
R. Edmunds Center for Historic
Preservation is located at 108
Meeting Street in Charleston. In
1994, the foundation created The
Frances R. Edmunds Award for

Historic Preservation and present—

ed the first award to its namesake.
Mrs. BEdmunds is a graduate of

St. Timothy’s School in Maryland-

and-a 1938 graduate of the College

of Charleston. In 1972, she

" received the first honorary degree

présehted 2 woman from the
College of Charleston. In 1988,

-Mrs. Edmunds was presented the

College of Charleston Founders’
Medal “to Frances R. Edmunds
who exemplifies the best in human
strivings and accomplishments.”

Mrs. Edmunds is the daughter of
Augustine Thomas Smythe and
Harriott Ravenel Buist. She is the
widow of S. Henry Edmunds, well
known local attorney, Mrs.
Edmunds, has three daughters and
six grandchildren.
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N "Smythe Edmunds goes far be-
yond the many ‘Thistoric bulld

area’s livability, its cu]tural emrlronment,

Butas much as she'did to shape Chatles-

ton, she also helped changed the faqe of :

preservation nationally : ‘
When she was awarded the prestigious

Louise du Pont:Crowninshield Award by '_
the National Trust in 1971, she said what s
. was most exciting'was not what had been'
accomphshed but “a new recogmtlon bya-

. large group of people that preservation is
sensible, practical and very much a part of
the-health of the urban complex.” .« *

Charleston, because of advocates l"

digmfled but tenac;ous Mrs; Edmund ; _‘led -

the way for i 1ncreasmg national awéreriess
of the 1mp0r*tance of histeric preservation.

The. coniceptofa revolvmg fund, which she

helped develop to pay for restorations; has
become a staple for preservatlon organlza-

_ tmns nationally. And Charleston continues

" to’bénefit from her work on behalf of im-
proved ZOTHng and bej:ter planmng. .

‘Mayor Joe Riley said Mrs. Edtnunds Jed -
‘ the HlStOrlc Charleston Foundation to he~.
' come “apational ferc:e, thef gold standard of
: hlstorlc presenvataon ‘

In additmn te. numerou$ lccatl and rEglon-

' restoratlons The Interior Department gave
her its Conseivation Science Awardin 1979,
and President fimmy Carter appomted her

to the Adwsory Counc:l on Historlc Pres—
ervation,

Andwhen former French President Valery

" Giscard d’Estaing visited Charleston, it'was

Mrs. Edmunds who acted as hls gulde

Mrs, Edmunds was.a persuasive person

EDITORIAL

he legacy ‘'of Prances RaveneI’

. . ings she helped protect in®.
. Charléston, Her work also enhanced the: .

for good'deslgn and: caxefull

S Fes‘f ?@Vme«

Jf“unls

-Wﬂh strong resolve; particularlyas it relat— _
ed'to preservation. In 1958, the foundation , |
. was able to'buy the Russell House because |-
of a $32,500 from the Smith Richardsan .
‘Foundation that Mrs, Edmunds’ and her
‘ assoczates matched in 10 days | A
its businesses and tourism, and its beauty, o

When that same: fénnd&ti@ g

buyers"and the money was
other endangered prepertles

The transformation of Aneonborough:’

from adllapldated sxx—bloek area to a neigh-

borhood of beautifully restored buﬂdmgs ;

was made p0s31ble by the revo]wng fund..

In 1986, . yéar after Frances Edmunds i
. retired-as dlrectt)r of the Historic Charles- | .
ton Foundation, the foundatlon dedlcated :
‘the Frances R. Edmunds Center for His- _‘
toric Preservation at 108. Meetmg Street, a1

former filling stﬁtmn Some had Jooked at

"the building as' somethmg to raze — and
. quickly

‘Not Mis, Edmunds As testament to her

dedication to prEServatmn, she saw its one—,‘
.story profile as appmprlate for that cornér”
-of Chalmers and Meetmgstree' and\san?tl it
L.should not be sacriﬁcéd The building: con-

that, .durmg her long 1llness, young“people‘ '

didn’t get to know her and to appreciate the
exceptional things she accomplished.”

~ Frances: Bdmunds’ Jife was dedicated tq
the preservation‘of the historic bu11d1ngs-

-and nei ghborhoods that tiake Charleston

one of the most distinétive places in the

nation. Her extraordmary contributions |
" comprise.an essential chapter in Charles-?
ton’s hlstory ‘

: gave anther
$25,000to the HCFto gotoward a$100,000°

revolving fund, Mrs. Edmunds and the;,
" foundation‘raised: theefher$7' 00. ..
ith ':‘-1st0r1c'_;:‘

R -
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PRESENTING

FRANCES R. EDMUNDS

Director, Historic Charleston Foundation

hundreds of houses in the old city.

. appreciate their heritage.

new on the stage of preservation,

termite-shredded ruins.

where the foundation's future lies”

danger and quick to meet and defeat it

For Mrs. S. Henry Edmunds, Director of Historic Charlestorr
Foundation, the preservation .of Charleston’s architectural®
heritage isn't over -~ it is just getting into full swing to begin a
fourth century of never-ending work and guardianship. That is
her opinion after watchmg and having a role in the saving of

Restoration and preservation of worthwhile structures isn't
just a way of life for her — it is her life’'s spectrum.

And that spectrum covers the whole gamut of Charleston’s
still standing record of nearly three centuries of building from
the magnificence that is evidenced in the Nathaniel Russell
House Museum and the William Gibbes House to the simple
lines of a small outbuilding that visitors rarely see.

For Frances Ravenel Edmunds, the philosophy of preserva-
tion incerporates the warp and woof of the old city seen as a
tapestry, a masterpiece that must have most of its parts to
guarantee that future generations will be able to see and

Physically, her involvement with restoration and preservation
in Charleston goes back to 1947-when the Historic Charleston
Foundation was born, an organization with an idea that was

Thirty-seven years later, Historic Charleston Foundation can
lock back on work that is physically in evidence regarding the
success of the program it initiated. Hundreds of houses are in
use today as fashionable residences or multi-use buildings, -
houses that undoubtedly would have long ago either fallen
before the wrecker's ball, burned or simply deteriorated into

Says Mrs. Edmunds: "As | compare what we have with what
exists elsewhere, | always come home realizing that we are most
fortunate people in Charleston. | come back refreshed, but with

. the knowledge that we cannot take anything for granted. There
are large areas that still need work and guiding hands. That is

As far as Frances Edmunds is concerned the work of the foun-
datton continues today as a caretaker and advisory group. She
says, "The preservation mavemnent must adjust itself to the
“challenges of the time and o education. Today, education of
the public to the need for preservation and to the value of our
public heritage, of our environment, is most important. The pro-
»|. gram must always be quick on its feet, quick to recognize

Mrs. S. Henry Edmunds, Director of Historic Charleston Foundation.

NOTEWORTHY MISCELLANY

Have you seen our silverplated trivet
(C-0203) by KIRK STIEFF featured on
page 64C in the May issue of Gourmet
magazine? This handsome reproduc-
tion of the original in an historic
Charleston house is among the most
popular gift items in the Reproduc-
tions line.

* k&

Our fullcolor catalog will be offered
in Time magazine's summer Qlympics
special supplement in the August 20
issue. This advertisement will generate

Infstand Lamp (HC-30) by NORMAN PERRY, adapted from
inkstand in an historic Charleston house. Available in polished
or antiqued brass finish. Green fard-cover paper shade with
gold trim, 25" H. {See note under “Look For'’ next page.}

additional interest in the Reproduc-
tions Program and Stlmulate catalog

 sales.

* Kk

Blue Canton porcelain was included
on the cover of the June issue of House
Beautiful-- magazine and in the
associated article beginning on page
70.

¥ kK

WOODBINE HERB COMPANY has
created a delicate pot pourri exclusive-
ly for Historic Chatleston Reproduc-
tions. Attractively packaged and

.moderately priced, this fragrant pot

pourri has impressive customer
appeal. ‘




BY KATHARINE S. ROBINSON

I tseems most fitting to honor Fran-
ces Edmunds during the month of

“May as May is National Preservation

Month Frances Ravenel Smiythe Ed-
munds, who died
at the age of 93

. last month, signal-
ing the end of an

.era, was.a pmml—

nent apd nation-

. Charlestonian. ;;
whose name is
“synonymous with
historic preserva-
tign in America.
She w111 be forever r‘_’ membe:red and

powerful mﬂuence continues, 10 be

- Tecognized far beyond the limits of

Charleston and.the Carolina Low-
country.

From Historic Charleston Founda-
tion's-founding in 1947, Frances Ed-
mundsas its first executive director
established herself as a formidable
force in the American preservation
movement. From the first Festival
of Houses held in the spring of 1948
to the Foundation’s purchase of the
Nathaniel Russell House in 1955, she
was not only a pioneer in her efforts
to raise funds and awareness for pres-
ervation through private house tours,
sheled the effort to raise funds for the
purchase of the endangered Russell
House, ¢. 1808, and to establish itasa
house museum.

. These two ingenious efforts were

immediately successful and remain
hallmarks of Historic Charleston

Fonndation’s initiatives to promote

preservation and educational pro-
grams. The overwhelming success

ally tecognized .

She was a brilliant
.change agent who

understood and
promoted economic

viability, cultural
enhancement and
quality.of life for

residents and visitors
-alike.

s income program, and:the icanic Na~
of ds pmudly

individual listing as a Natwnal Hls-

of the 2010 Festival of Houses and

Gardens (marking its 63rd consecu-
tive season) underscores its position
as the Foundation’s largest earned

Y
1te_d house musetifiis.

toric Landmark.
Frances Edmunds’ office, on the

third floor of the Russell House, was

aptlynamedthe “Oval Office” because
of its actual architectural configura-

tion, yet the significance of its name

seemis appropriate for her almost 40
year reign as one of the most powerful
figares in Chatleston and beyond.
The combination of Mrs. Edmunds®
inherent confidence, passion and per-
severance was awesome to behold and

also keenly effective ag.one newswor- .

thy accomphshmentfollowed another
duringherlongand productivetenure.

The Ansonborotgh project brought

national attention to Historic Charles-
ton Foundation and to Charleston
when she created America’s first re-
volving fund in the late 1950s.

to fruition and virtually saved one of
Charleston’s most beautiful and his-
toric neighborhoods. She naturally
became an important national com-

use of historic buildings, and in 1971
she was awarded the Louise DuPont

Crowninshield Award, the National -

Trust for Historic Préservation’s high-

. esthonor, The Trust acknowledged-
" her revolutionaty idea of revitalizing
an entiré neighborhood through pres--
ervation by using a Revolving Fund
as a financing strategy. In granting -

the award, the Trust noted that An-
sonborough was the first area reha-

 bilitation projectin America and that
" her “native warmth:and wisdom, her
.infinjte finesse and. great tenacity of

purpose already have left their mark

on historic preservation in the Unlted o

States
* Today, nearly 100 houses and prop-

d, pnaserved ‘and resold through the
ion 6f Historic Charleston

Foundatlon s 60th anniversary in
2007, the Fund was appropriately and

- reverently renamed the Edmunes Re-

volving Fund., :

Under Mrs. Edmunds’ leadership,
the Foundation’s inaugural easements
pregram was begim.in 1982. As one
of the most successful conservation
strategies employed by the Founda-
tion, the easement program enables us
to protectthehistoricfabric of proper-
ties in private ownership. In essence,
an easement is a partial interestin a
piece of; propertythat takes the formiof
aset of restrictive coyenanits attached

- to 'a deed. The nascént program ac-
cepted eight easements in the early.

1980s and now has grown to nearly

400 properties throughout the Low-_

country. The extraordinary success of

: - the HCF easement program, another
By 1970 her brilliant idea had come

testament to Mrs. Edmunds’ innova-
tive thinking, guarantees the protec-
tion and preservation of these proper-

ties in perpetuity via the Foundatlon 5
: Edmunds ’wﬂlbe forever remembered

co- stewardshlp

mentator on the value of adaptive ..

for her mnovatlve ideas and decisive
actions which made her a guardian of
Charleston’s architecture, historyand
culture and left their mark on her be-
loved city. Her resolve to preserve and
protect Charleston’s uniique integrity

L influenced legislation, growth, devel-

_ "Frances Edmunds
certies have been purchased, protect- - -

Among numerous other prestigious
awards, distinctions, and appeint-
ments, Frances was.the recipjent of

‘the:first hondrary degree granted to

awoman by the Coliege of Charleston
in 1972, In 1979 she was appointed to

" afive-yeat term on the Président’s Ad-

visory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion. She was adirector of the Historic

. House Association of Ameéricaanda.

director of Spoleto Festival USA. She
was chairman of the Drayton Hall
Coincil of the National Trust and

-served as a trustee of the Thomias Jef-
ferson Memorial Association, Monti-

cello. She was inducted into the South

" Carolina Hall of Famein 1998. An his-
- torical exhibit describing her promi--

nence as a preservationist is displayed
in The Shops of Historic Charleston

_Foundation at 108 Meeting Street.
A plaque there also recognizes the

building as the site of the Frances R.
Edmunds Center for Historic Preser-

. vation, 1986-2007,
A widely respected Ieader of: lead-

ers, lovingly and appropriately.called
“Lady” by her grandchildten, Frances

RsttGnver, [2% [0

opment and livability.
She was abrilliant change agentwho
understood and promoted economic

t  viability, cultural enthancement and

quality of life for residents and visi-
tors alike.

* . Not one to shy away from contro-

versy, she was a force with which to
bereckoned. Throughouther decades
of service as the Foundation’s execu-
tive director, she was considered an

+ iconic preservationist and was highly
_respected throughout the country.

Wherever preservation is taught

‘or the history of preservation in this

country is mentioned, Frances Ed-
minds’ nameé stands outas a daring
pioneer and leading preservationist.
Heradvocacyand actions contributed -
enormously to the built environment
and the quality of life we enjoy in
Charleston today.

The legend and legacy of Frances
Edmunds lives on through the Ed-
munds Revolving Fund; the Festival
of Housesand Gardens, the hundreds
of properties protectéd by easements
and Charleston’s sterling reputation as
America’s best preserved city.

‘With unwavering respect and admi-
ration, on behalf of the foundation’s
trustees and staff, past and present,

1 say thank you to Frances Ravenel

Edrmunds for her countless and last-
ing contributions which shall be for-
ever considered an integral part of
Charleston’s unparalleled preserva-

© tionsuccess story.

Katharine S, Robinson s executive

“director of Historic Charleston Foun-

dation.
.





