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104	Rutledge	Ave
Charleston,	SC

A	History

www.houselore.com
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The	Neighborhood
Harleston	Village
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Harleston	Village	was	originally	part	of	a	grant	made	to	John
Coming	and	Henry	Hughes	in	1671-72.		After	the	death	of	Coming
and	his	wife,	Mrs.	A*ra	Coming,	it	was	inherited	by	Mrs.	Coming's
nephew,		John	Harleston,	and	his	descendants.	

Harleston	Villagw	was	subdivided	into	lots	in	1770	by	John
Harleston,	who	named	the	streets	of	important	men	of	the	time,
including	Lt.	William	Bull	and	statesman	John	Rutledge.	

The	stuccoed	brick	house	at	104	Rutledge	Ave	is	bult	on	Harleston
tract	lot	95	and	is	situated	at	the	southeast	corner	of	Rutledge	and
Bull	Street.
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The	Owners
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Ann	was	the	widow	of	Nicholas	Harleston,	whom	she	had	married	in
September	of	1756	and	had	four	children	with.		She	sold	lot	95	to	George
Mathews	for	400	pounds	sterling	in	November	of	1800.	

Ann	Ashby

George	Mathews
Owner,	1800	-	1815

In	the	Charleston	city	directory	of	1806,	George	is	listed	as	a	vendue
master,	with	his	residence	being	at	the	southeast	corner	of	Rutledge	and
Bull	St.	This	means	that	the	original	residence	dates	at	least	back	to	1806,
rather	than	1816,	as	was	long	believed.	

South	Carolina	Gazette,	April	1784

City	Gazette,	March	1791

City	Gazette,	December	1791
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Thomas	B.	Seabrook
Owner,	1815	-	1839

Thomas	Bannister	Seabrook	was	a	wealthy	cotton	planter	and
landowner	from	Edisto	Island	who	purchased	the	property	in	1815	for
the	sum	of	$14,000.	At	this	period	in	time,	it	was	known	as	18	Rutledge.

He	was	married	to	Elizabeth	Clark	and	had	three	daughters,	Sarah,
Elizabeth	and	Caroline.	According	to	his	will,	this	property	was	his
primary	residence.	

The	will	itself	became	a	much-noted	noted	thing	in	the	late	19th
century.	Thomas	died	in	the	1839	and	left	the	home	to	his	daughter
Elizabeth	(it	appears	he	was	predeceased	by	his	eldest	daughter
Sarah).	When	Elizabeth	died	without	issue,	the	house	became	part	of	a
complicated	legal	battle	started	by	Gilbert	Geddes	Dupont,	son	of
Caroline	Seabrook,	that	involved	a	forged	will,	elite	handwriting
experts	and,	finally,	the	state	Supreme	Court.
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(Above)	Excerpt,	Federal	Census	of	1820

The	Federal	Census	of	1820	shows	Thomas	Seabrook's	household
containing	15	people	total	-	4	freew	white	persons	and	11	slaves.

(Left)	News	and	Courier,	1832
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Dr.	Joseph	Glover
Owner,	1839	-	1840

The	property	came	under	th	eownership	of	Dr.	Joseph	Glover	in	1839.
Dr.	Glover	was	a	wealthy	man	who	owned	five	houses	in	Charleston
and	numerous	plantations	such	as	Forlorn	Hope,	Berry	Hill,	and
others.	Upon	his	death	in	1840,	his	properties	were	willed	between
his	five	children.	His	son,	Dr.	Francis	Y.	Glover	of	Jacksonborough,
would	inherit	this	property	as	well	as	West	Bank	Plantation.

(Left)	Charleston	Courier,	1831

(Right)	Charleston	Courier,
1835.	Dr.	Glover	owned	the
house	opposite	the	property
(now	known	as	104	Rutledge
Ave)	in	1835.
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Dr.	Francis	Y.	Glover
Owner,	1840	-	1857,	1859	-	1863

William	M.	Tunno
Owner,	1863	-	1866

Francis	inherited	the	property	from	his	father	Joseph.	He	appears	to
have	lived	in	it	initially	before	selling	it	to	Mary	Ann	Petigru	in	1857.
Accoring	to	her	niece	Elizabeth	Allston	Pringle,	who	visited	often:
"She	lived	in	Charleston,	in	her	beautiful	home	with	large	yard	and
garden..and	was	a	rich	woman,	as	riches	were	counted	in	those
days..."

Unfortunately,	it	appears	that	Mary	fell	on	hard	times,	as	the	property
was	seized	back	by	Dr.	Francis	Glover	in	1859.

(Above)	Excerpt	from	CIty	Directory	of	1859

William	Tunno	purchased	the	property	in	1863	for	the	sum	of	$27,000.	He
owned	the	property	throughout	the	tumultous	period	of	the	Civil	War.
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Eugenia	Huchet
Owner,	1866	-	1868

Eugenia	purchased	the	property	in	1866,	just	after	the	close	of	the	Civil
War.	Property	prices	were	at	an	all-time	low,	and	the	Reconstruction
e*ort	was	getting	underway.

Charlotte	&	Anna	Alston
Owners,	1868	-		late	1800s

Charlotte	and	Anna	purchased	the	home	in	1868,	when	it	was	known	as
80	Rutledge.	Little	is	known	about	them	and	their	time	in	the	house,
but	it	is	known	that	they	rented	out	the	premises	to	various	tenants	for
the	majority	of	their	ownership.	The	map	below,	dating	to	1872,	shows
the	home	(circled	in	red)	in	its	original	state	before	Victorian	elements
were	added,	with	three	stories	and	a	two	story	eastern	facing	piazza.

'Birds	Eye	View'	map	of	Charleston,	c.	1872	by	C.	Drie
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(Left)	News	and	Courier,
1884

(Left)	News	and	Courier,
March	1888

(Left)	News	and	Courier,
November	1884

(Right)	News	and	Courier,
1883.	The	home	appears	to	be
for	sale,	described	as	a	three
story	brick	residence	with	six
square	rooms,	pantry,	and
outbuildings.

(Left)	News	and	Courier,	March	1895.
The	home	is	listed	for	sale	as	a	three
story	brick	residence	with	nine	square
rooms,	bath	room,	double	piazzas,
Artisian	water,	gas	throughout,	and
heated	by	steam.	This	matches	the
visual	on	the	1872	map.	It	also
mentions	the	Italian	marble	fireplace
mantel	in	the	parlor,	which	apparently
cost	$1,500.	
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Arthur	&	Eliza	Lynah
Owners,	1895	-	1917

Arthur	and	Eliza	are	accredited	with	"Victorianizing"	the	home	by
adding	a	three	story	tower	as	well	as	two	'two	over	two'	windows
with	Queen	Anne	style	window	heads	and	bracketed	cornice.

The	photo	below	is	believed	to	have	been	taken	in	the	early	1900s,
during	the	Lynah's	occupation.	It	is	kept	in	the	archives	of	the
Historic	Charleston	Foundation.
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(Left)	Excerpt	from	1902	Sanborn	Fire
Map	of	Charleston.	The	main
structure	and	tower	addition	are
listed	as	four	stories.	We	also	see	a
three	story	south	facing	piazza,	and
rear	portions	of	the	structure
degrading	in	height	from	three	to	two
stories,	with	a	one	story	stable	at	the
rear.

(Right)	Evening	Post,	1897
showing	Arthur	Lynah	as	the
Treasurer	of	the	Shepherd
Supply	Co.	He	would	later	be
elected	President	of	the
company.
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William	P.	Gelzer
Owner,	1917	-	1918

William	purchased	the	property	in	1917	for	the	sum	of	$10,500.	He
only	owned	it	for	a	year	before	selling	it	on.

Harriet	McLeod	Creighton
Owner,	1918	-	1971

Harriet	purchased	the	property	in	1918.	She	was	a	professional
botanist	and	eventually	earned	her	doctorate.	She	became	a
professor	of	botany	at	Wellesley	College,	and	was	President	of	the
American	Botanical	Society.

(Left)	Sanborn	Fire	Map	of	1951.
It	shows	the	structure	visible
today	(2018).	The	first	floor	had
partitions	installed	in	the	1930s
in	order	to	be	rented	to
physicians.	It	is	still	an	oJce
space	in	1951.		The	rear	one
story	stable	has	been	turned
into	a	garage.
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(Left)	News	and	Courier,	1947	article
depicting	an	image	of	Harriet
Creighton	and	advertising	her
upcoming	botany	talk.

(Right)	Evening	Post,	1956	article
advertising	an	talk	on	poison	ivy
hazards	given	by	Dr.	Harriet
Creighton,	who	had	poison	ivy	on
her	arms	at	the	time.
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(Above)	News	and	Courier,	1935	article	detailing	the
Italian	marble	mantlepiece	within	the	property.

The	above	article	states	that	Mr.	Creighton	wrote	to	the	Smithsonian
museum	regarding	the	Italian	marble	mantelpiece	in	the	parlor	of
the	house.	He	received	a	reply,	stating:	"...the	marble	mantle	in	your
home	belongs	with	those	found	in	George	II	houses	in	England...A
dark	veined	marble	mantel	of	Georgian	design	at	Godmersham	Park,
Kent,	of	the	period	of	1732	is	quite	similar	to	your	mantel.	Both	were
made	by	Italian	sculptors...The	mantel	is	hand	carved	and	it	is
estimated	it	must	have	taken	about	fifteen	years	to	carve,	although
the	date	of	carving,	the	sculptor	and	the	date	when	it	was	brought	to
America	are	unknown."
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(Above)	The	Italian	marble	mantel	as	it	appears	in	2018.

Based	upon	the	research	conducted	in	this	2018	report,	we	know	that
the	mantel	was	in	the	home	by	1895.		It	appears	that	Thomas	Seabrook
originally	purchased	the	mantel	and	had	it	installed	in	the	home
during	his	residency.
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Mr.	&	Mrs.	Norwood	Smoak
Owners,	1971	-	2005

The	Smoaks	purchased	the	home	in	1971.	There	was	a	fire	in	1976	on
the	third	floor	of	the	house,	during	which	time	a	calendar	was	found
in	the	walls	which	dated	to	1888.	During	Hurricane	Hugo	in	1989,	the
basement	of	the	house	was	flooded	and	the	roofs	of	the	tower	and
kitchen	house	were	damaged.	

According	to	an	interview	in	1998,	Mr.	Smoak	referred	to	the	tower	as
"the	bane	of	my	existence"	due	to	the	diJculty	in	finding	contractors
qualified	to	repair	it.

In	1996,	an	infestation	of	Formosan	termites	forced	the	removal	of	the
basement	partitions	that	had	been	installed	in	the	1930s.	The	removal
revealed	beautiful	brickwork,	which	has	since	been	left	exposed.

(Above)	News	and	Courier,	1988	article	on	Norwood	Smoak
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2018
As	of	January	2018,	the	property	has	once	again	been	subdivided
and	rented	or	owned	by	several	tenants.	It	maintains	many	original
architectural	and	decorative	features	and	is	an	excellent	example	of
traditional	craftsmanship.
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