Official Governor’'s Awards Nomination Form

Nominee Information

Full Name: Thomas Edwin Thornhill

Street Address: 1512 Fairway Drive

City, State, Zip: Charleston, SC 29412-2613

Phone Number: (843) 723-0728 E-mail: . thornhill@cctre.com

Date of Birth: October 7, 1928

Award Category *See Descriptions of Awards.

Please check the award category for the nominee based on the awards descriptions:

X The Order of the Palmetto
The Order of the Silver Crescent
The Certificate of Appreciation

Nominator’s Information

Full Name: Wilbur E. Johnson

Organization Name: Historic Charleston Foundation

Street Address: 40 EaStQay otreed

City, State, Zip: Charleston, SC 29401

Phone Number: (843) 724-6694 E-mail:  wiohnson@ycrlaw.com

Requested Presentation Date and Event Details *Please provide as many event details as possible
including event description as well as location and time.

Historic Charleston Foundation's Charter Day Celebration on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the

founding of the foundation. Event to be held at 6:00 PM on Thursday, April 27 at the Foundation's headquarters
at 40 East Bay Street in Charleston, SC.
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THOMAS E. THORNHILL

Thomas Edwin “Tommy” Thornhill is a Charleston native with over 33 years of experience in the
gas and oil business and another 30 years of experience in commercial real estate. He served
as the Secretary-Treasurer of Seaboard Gas Company, a distributor of LP-Gas, and then as
Vice President and Treasurer of Charleston Oil Company. After participating in the sale of these
companies, he taught business at The Citadel. He became a commercial real estate agent in
1981 with the Max Hill Real Estate Co., and then was a founding stockholder in 1993 of
Clement, Crawford and Thornhill, Inc., serving as the president, then served as the President
Emeritus and Secretary-Treasurer in 2000. Tommy is a CCIM, a Certified Commercial
Investment Member of the National Association of Realtors, the highest designation in the
commercial real estate industry. There are fewer than 150 CCIM’s in the State of South
Carolina.

Mr. Thornhill is active in community and state affairs. In addition to serving on numerous civic
boards and committees, he has served as president of The Charleston Metro Chamber of
Commerce, Historic Charleston Foundation, the Kiwanis Club, the Charles Towne Landing
Foundation, the Charlestowne Neighborhood Association, and the United Way. He also served
on the SC Water Resources Commission, the SC Tricentennial Commission, and as president
of the Clemson National Alumni Association. He served as chairman of the Charleston County
Tricentennial Celebration in 1970. He is active in Grace Episcopal Church, where he served 20
years on the vestry during the period from 1960 to 2010, with 2 years as Warden, and has
chaired two major capital construction campaigns.

Mr. Thornhill has an engineering degree from Clemson University and a certificate in business
from Babson College. He lettered at Clemson in Tennis and as a manager with the Basketball
team. From Clemson, he was commissioned as an Army officer and retired from the U.S. Army
Reserve as a Lt. Colonel after 26 years of service. He received an honorable discharge after
serving in the U.S. Army Transport Service, as deck crew on the Hospital Ship “USHS Milne,”
during WWII at age 16. He has been recognized for his leadership with the Jaycee
Distinguishable Service Award, the Silver Beaver Award of the Boy Scouts, the Clemson Alumni
Distinguished Service Award, the Chamber of Commerce Joseph P. Riley Award, the 2005
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Commercial REALTOR® of the Year award and the Frances R. Edmunds Award for outstanding
and lifelong efforts in preservation. In 2014, the Kiwanis Club started a scholarship endowment
at the Coastal Community Foundation in Thornhill’'s honor. Mr. Thornhill also founded, and is
president of, the Old Charleston Joggling Board Co., which distributes replicas of joggling
boards, a unique part of Charleston culture. Mr. Thornhill and a friend, Harrington Bissell,
renovated the Provost Dungeon under the Exchange Building and operated it as a tourist
attraction for over 10 years. The State of South Carolina took over the operation of the building
on the nation’s bicentennial, 1976. He served on the Boards of Financial Holdings, Inc. and First
Federal Savings and Loan Association for over 25 years. He lost his wife of 50 years, Mardelle,
to cancer in 2003, survived by Mardelle and Tommy’s two daughters and four

granddaughters. Tommy continues to enjoy playing golf, boating, woodworking, and gardening.



April 3,2017

THOMAS EDWIN THORNHILL HOME ADDRESS BUSINESS ADDRESS
Born October 7, 1928 1512 Fairway Drive CC&T Real Estate Services
Charleston, SC Charleston, SC29412 1601 Oceanic Street

(843) 723-0728 Charleston, SC 29405

tthornhill@cctre.com
(843) 577-6722
Fax: (843) 577-0153

Father: Theodore Wilbur Thornhill (deceased)

Mother: Ama Van Noy (Smith) Thornhill (deceased)

Brother: Van Noy Thornhill (deceased)

Wife: Mardelle Musk Thornhill - Married May 16, 1953 (deceased)

Daughters: Anne C. Thornhill - Born August 31, 1955 - Married Christian T. Weston, 111
Ama Van Noy Thornhill - Born September 16, 1966 - Married Christopher L. Couch

Schooling:

Public Schools of Charleston

Graduated Charleston High School, 1944

Graduated Clemson University, 1948 - BS in Electrical Engineering
One Year Post Graduate - Babson College 1949

CCIM Designation, National Association of Realtors, 1988

Military:
U.S. Army Transport Service, Hospital Ship "USS Milne"; U.S. Army Honorable Discharge, July 15,
1945 (16 yrs. old)

26years in Army Ready Reserve, Retired 1974
Lt Col. - Artillery

Church:

Grace Episcopal Church
Member of Vestry 17 years (from 1960's to 1990's); Junior Warden, 1964; Senior Warden, 1965

Business:

Commercial Realtor and President, Clement, Crawford & Thornhill, Inc., 1993 - Present
Vice President & Treasurer, Charleston Oil Company, 1963 - 1981, Sold Company in 1981
Vice President & Treasurer, Seaboard Gas Co., 1948 - 1963, Sold Company in 1963
Board of Directors, First Federal Savings & Loan Association, 1979 - Present

Board of Directors, First Financial Holdings, Inc., 1987 - Present

Partner, The Provost (Tourist attraction) (Taken over by the State, 1978)

Partner, Cooper Estates (Real Estate Development) (completed 1976) Partner

Camelot Village (Real Estate Development) (completed 1990) Limited

Partner, Po-Sum (PO Folks Restaurant) 1982 - 88 Founder/President

Old Charleston Joggling Board Company, 1970 — Present

Author - Publisher, “Flags Over Carolina"

Adjunct Professor of Business Administration, The Citadel 1981

SCORE Counselor 1998

Honors & Awards:

Junior Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Service Award, 1963
America’s Outstanding Young Men, 1964

Personalities of the South, 1969

Boy Scouts of America, Silver Beaver Award for Community Service, 1970
Clemson University Distinguished Alumni Award, 1975
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THOMAS E. THORNHILL - Continued

SC Water Resources Commission Award, 1981
Hixon Medal Kiwanis International, 1996
The Joseph P. Riley Leadership Award, 1997

Organizations:

Key Club International, First International Secretary, 1944 -45

Charleston Junior Chamber of Commerce, Director 1950-51

SCLiquefied Petroleum Gas Association, President 1959 - 60

Charleston Development Board, Executive Board, 1952 - 58; 1962 - 64

Greater Charleston Chamber of Commerce (Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce): Board of
Directors, 1955 - 57; 1959 - 62; 1964 - 67, Vice President, 1962; President 1963

Kiwanis Club of Charleston: Vice President, 1962 - 63; President 1964. Member since 1952

United Community Services (United Way): Board and Committee, 1961 - 63; President 1965; Chairman
United Fund Campaign, 1964; Member budget Board, 1968; Chairman, Special Gifts Division,
1983

Historic Charleston Foundation: Trustee, 1962 - 79; 1981 - 90; Treasurer, 1967 - 71, President, 1972 - 73
- 74. Past President Trustee 1990 - Present

Historic Charleston Reproductions: Board Member, 1973 -Present; Chairman, 1973 - 1980

Mayor's Municipal Auditorium Committee, 1964 - 68

The Trident Community Foundation, Board member, 1974

Tourism Management Committee, 1979 - 83

Charleston County Health Study Committee, 1963 - 65

Clemson Alumni Association; National Council Director, 1964 - 68; National President 1967

SC Water Resources Commission, Commissioner. 1967 - 70, 1970 - 73

Junior Achievement, Board of Directors, 1967 - 69

Charles Towne Landing, Advisory Committee: Member, 1970 - 80; Chairman. 1976 - 78

Ashley Hall School (Foundation): Trustee, 1975 - 88; President 1976 - 81

Charleston Citywide Development Company, Director, 1979 - 80

SC Tricentennial Commission, Commissioner. 1969 - 71

Charleston County Tricentennial Committee, Chairman 1968 - 71

Clemson Foundation, Trustee. 1968 - 73, 1973 - 78

South Carolina Oil Fuel Institute, President, 1971 - 72

Charleston Lawn Tennis Association, Director, 1970 - 73

Charleston Concert Association, Director, 1969 - 1986 SC

Chamber of Commerce, Director, 1971 - 73, 1973 - 76

SCOil Jobbers Association: Board of Directors, 1973 -77; Treasurer, 1975; Vice President, 1976;
President 1977 - 78

Association of Tiger Lettermen of Clemson University, Director, 1973 - 75, 1983 - 86

Charles Towne Landing Foundation, President 1977 -87,Board Member 1977 -Present

City of Charleston Tourism Commission, 1984 -87

Clemson University Board of Visitors. 1984 - 86. Vice Chairman, 1986

Charleston Neighborhood Association, Vice President, 1987, President 1988 The

New England Society of Charleston, President 1995 & 96

Personal Memberships:

Carolina Yacht Club

New England Society

St. Andrews Society

Sons of Colonial Wars
West Ashley Racquet Club
Charleston Kiwanis Club
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City of Charlegton

JOHN J. TECKLENBURG
MAYOR

April 18,2017

The Honorable Henry McMaster
Governor, State of South Carolina
State House

1100 Gervais Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Governor McMaster:

I am writing to submit a recommendation for Mr. Thomas Edwin Thornhill to receive the Order
of the Palmetto. As I personally know Mr. Thornhill to be the consummate South Carolina
gentleman, I do believe that you will find him to be worthy to receive the highest civilian honor
in our great State.

Mr. Thornhill dedicated his life to serving our country, the state of South Carolina, and his local
Charleston community from an early age. After his graduation from Charleston High School,
Mr. Thornhill enlisted in the United States Army Transport Service, serving on the Hospital Ship
USHS Milne before being honorably discharged. He graduated from Clemson University in 1948
and then spent 26 years in the United States Army Ready Reserve, retiring in 1974 as a
Lieutenant Colonel.

In addition to his military service, Mr. Thornhill has been an adjunct professor at The Citadel, an
author and publisher of the book Flags Over Carolina, a partner in the renovation of The Provost
Dungeon beneath the Old Exchange Building, and a commercial realtor and president. He has
more than 33 years of experience in the gas and oil business, and another 30 years of experience
in commercial real estate. Mr. Thornhill has received the title of Certified Commercial
Investment Member of the National Association of Realtors, the highest designation in the
commercial real estate industry and an accomplishment fewer than 150 South Carolinians hold.

Mr. Thornhill has an active life in community and state affairs, serving on numerous civic boards
and committees and as a dedicated member of his church, Grace Episcopal. Furthermore, the
South Carolina community has recognized the leadership and contributions of Mr. Thornhill by
giving him numerous awards and honors, including recognition as one of America’s Outstanding
Young Men (1964), the Clemson University Distinguished Alumni Award (1975), and the
Joseph P. Riley Leadership Award (1997). Of particular distinction is his receipt of the Frances
R. Edmunds Award for outstanding and lifelong efforts in preservation, given by the Historic
Charleston Foundation. As this award is only given on special occasions to individuals who

P.O. BOox 652, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29402
843-577-6970 FAX 843-720-3872


















Wilbur E. Johnson
Managing Partner

YCRL

Young Clement Rivers, LLP

Direct Dial: (843) 724-6659
Direct Fax: (843) 579-1332
E-mail: wjohnson@ycrlaw.com

April 13,2017

The Honorable Henry McMaster
Governor, State of South Carolina
1100 Gervais Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Governor McMaster:

I write this letter in support of the nomination of Thomas E. (Tommy) Thomhill for the
award of the Order of the Palmetto. Tommy is a lifelong Charlestonian who has contributed in
numerous ways to the well-being of his hometown, specifically, and to the State of South
Carolina, in general.

Tommy has been, and continues to be, a guiding force in the real estate community as a
member of the firm, Clement Crawford and Thornhill. In his position, Tommy has helped to
shape development policies that are not only economically sound, but also demonstrate a
sensitivity to the need for environmental stewardship and public green spaces.

Among Tommy's numerous civic commitments is his continuing affiliation with the
Historic Charleston Foundation. Tommy is a Past Chair of the HCF Board of Trustees and he
remains active in the organization. His leadership of the organization has been instrumental in
the effort to preserve and sustain the history and architectural character of Charleston and the
surrounding communities. As a result, he has helped to preserve the low country as a beloved
destination point for travelers from across the country and around the world. Clearly, the intense
interest in the low country rebounds to the benefit of the entire State of South Carolina.

Another dimension of Tommy's leadership is reflected in his status as Past Chair of the
Board of Directors of the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce. In this role, Tommy helped
to drive economic development initiatives that were and remain vital to the Charleston
community. These efforts include support of the South Carolina State Ports Authority, well-
recognized as an economic engine for the state.

Perhaps, most importantly, Tommy has and continues to serve as a mentor to many men
and women who, themselves, have emerged as business and civic leaders. Prominent among
these individuals is John Tecklenburg, the current Mayor of the City of Charleston. There are
countless other individuals who have benefited from Tommy's wise guidance and counsel.

@3 Caunoun Stree, Surre 400, P.O. Box 993, CHARLESTON, SC 29402 - (843) 577-4000 - www.ycrlaw.com
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The Honorable Henry McMaster
Governor, State of South Carolina
April 13, 2017
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My understanding is that the purpose of awarding the Order of the Palmetto is to
recognize an individual who has made a significant contribution to a particular city or
community. In view of that criterion, Tommy Thornhill will be a particularly worthy recipient of
the honor.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support.
Very truly yours,
YOUNG CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP
&/// élm g / E 2 %JOVL
Wilbur E. Johnson
Managing Partner
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