
 

 

Official Governor’s Awards Nomination Form 
 

Nominee Information  

 

Full Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _________________________________ E-mail: _________ _________________________________________ 

 

Date of Birth:  ____________________________________ 

 

 

Award Category *See Descriptions of Awards. 

 

Please check the award category for the nominee based on the awards descriptions: 

 

___ The Order of the Palmetto 

___ The Order of the Silver Crescent 

___ The Certificate of Appreciation 

 

 

Nominator’s Information 

 

Full Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Organization Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _________________________________ E-mail: _________ _________________________________________ 

 

 

Requested Presentation Date and Event Details *Please provide as many event details as possible 

including event description as well as location and time.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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THOMAS E. THORNHILL 

 

Thomas Edwin “Tommy” Thornhill is a Charleston native with over 33 years of experience in the 
gas and oil business and another 30 years of experience in commercial real estate. He served 
as the Secretary-Treasurer of Seaboard Gas Company, a distributor of LP-Gas, and then as 
Vice President and Treasurer of Charleston Oil Company. After participating in the sale of these 
companies, he taught business at The Citadel. He became a commercial real estate agent in 
1981 with the Max Hill Real Estate Co., and then was a founding stockholder in 1993 of 
Clement, Crawford and Thornhill, Inc., serving as the president, then served as the President 
Emeritus and Secretary-Treasurer in 2000. Tommy is a CCIM, a Certified Commercial 
Investment Member of the National Association of Realtors, the highest designation in the 
commercial real estate industry. There are fewer than 150 CCIM’s in the State of South 
Carolina. 

Mr. Thornhill is active in community and state affairs. In addition to serving on numerous civic 
boards and committees, he has served as president of The Charleston Metro Chamber of 
Commerce, Historic Charleston Foundation, the Kiwanis Club, the Charles Towne Landing 
Foundation, the Charlestowne Neighborhood Association, and the United Way. He also served 
on the SC Water Resources Commission, the SC Tricentennial Commission, and as president 
of the Clemson National Alumni Association. He served as chairman of the Charleston County 
Tricentennial Celebration in 1970. He is active in Grace Episcopal Church, where he served 20 
years on the vestry during the period from 1960 to 2010, with 2 years as Warden, and has 
chaired two major capital construction campaigns. 

Mr. Thornhill has an engineering degree from Clemson University and a certificate in business 
from Babson College. He lettered at Clemson in Tennis and as a manager with the Basketball 
team. From Clemson, he was commissioned as an Army officer and retired from the U.S. Army 
Reserve as a Lt. Colonel after 26 years of service. He received an honorable discharge after 
serving in the U.S. Army Transport Service, as deck crew on the Hospital Ship “USHS Milne,” 
during WWII at age 16. He has been recognized for his leadership with the Jaycee 
Distinguishable Service Award, the Silver Beaver Award of the Boy Scouts, the Clemson Alumni 
Distinguished Service Award, the Chamber of Commerce Joseph P. Riley Award, the 2005 
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Commercial REALTOR® of the Year award and the Frances R. Edmunds Award for outstanding 
and lifelong efforts in preservation. In 2014, the Kiwanis Club started a scholarship endowment 
at the Coastal Community Foundation in Thornhill’s honor. Mr. Thornhill also founded, and is 
president of, the Old Charleston Joggling Board Co., which distributes replicas of joggling 
boards, a unique part of Charleston culture. Mr. Thornhill and a friend, Harrington Bissell, 
renovated the Provost Dungeon under the Exchange Building and operated it as a tourist 
attraction for over 10 years. The State of South Carolina took over the operation of the building 
on the nation’s bicentennial, 1976. He served on the Boards of Financial Holdings, Inc. and First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association for over 25 years. He lost his wife of 50 years, Mardelle, 
to cancer in 2003, survived by Mardelle and Tommy’s two daughters and four 
granddaughters.  Tommy continues to enjoy playing golf, boating, woodworking, and gardening. 
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THOMAS EDWIN THORNHILL 
Born October 7, 1928 
Charleston, SC 

HOME ADDRESS 
1512 Fairway Drive 
Charleston, SC 29412 
(843) 723-0728 

BUSINESS ADDRESS 
CC&T Real Estate Services 
1601 Oceanic Street 
Charleston, SC 29405 
tthornhill@cctre.com  
(843) 577-6722 
Fax: (843) 577-0153 

 
Family:  

 
Father: 
Mother: 
Brother: 
Wife: 
Daughters: 

 
 

Theodore Wilbur Thornhill (deceased) 
Ama Van Noy (Smith) Thornhill (deceased) 
Van Noy Thornhill (deceased) 
Mardelle Musk Thornhill - Married May 16, 1953 (deceased) 
Anne C. Thornhill - Born August 31, 1955 - Married Christian T. Weston, III 
Ama Van Noy Thornhill - Born September 16, 1966 - Married Christopher L. Couch 

 

Schooling: 

Public Schools of Charleston 
Graduated Charleston High School, 1944 
Graduated Clemson University, 1948 - BS in Electrical Engineering 
One Year Post Graduate - Babson College 1949 
CCIM Designation, National Association of Realtors, 1988 

 

Military:  
 
U.S. Army Transport Service, Hospital Ship "USS Milne"; U.S. Army Honorable Discharge, July 15, 

1945 (16 yrs. old) 
26 years in Army Ready Reserve, Retired 1974 
Lt Col. - Artillery 

 

Church:  
 
Grace Episcopal Church 
Member of Vestry 17 years (from 1960's to 1990's); Junior Warden, 1964; Senior Warden, 1965 

 

Business: 

Commercial Realtor and President, Clement, Crawford & Thornhill, Inc., 1993 - Present 
Vice President & Treasurer, Charleston Oil Company, 1963 - 1981, Sold Company in 1981 
Vice President & Treasurer, Seaboard Gas Co., 1948 - 1963, Sold Company in 1963 
Board of Directors, First Federal Savings & Loan Association, 1979 - Present 
Board of Directors, First Financial Holdings, Inc., 1987 - Present 
Partner, The Provost (Tourist attraction) (Taken over by the State, 1978) 
Partner, Cooper Estates (Real Estate Development) (completed 1976) Partner 
Camelot Village (Real Estate Development) (completed 1990) Limited 
Partner, Po-Sum (PO Folks Restaurant) 1982 - 88 Founder/President  
Old Charleston Joggling Board Company, 1970 – Present 
Author - Publisher, “Flags Over Carolina" 
Adjunct Professor of Business Administration, The Citadel 1981 
SCORE Counselor 1998 

 
Honors & Awards: 

Junior Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Service Award, 1963 
America’s Outstanding Young Men, 1964 
Personalities of the South, 1969 
Boy Scouts of America, Silver Beaver Award for Community Service, 1970 
Clemson University Distinguished Alumni Award, 1975 
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THOMAS E. THORNHILL - Continued 
 
 

SC Water Resources Commission Award, 1981 
Hixon Medal Kiwanis International, 1996 
The Joseph P. Riley Leadership Award, 1997 

 
 
 
Organizations: 

Key Club International, First International Secretary, 1944 - 45 
Charleston Junior Chamber of Commerce, Director 1950 - 51 
SC Liquefied Petroleum Gas Association, President 1959 - 60 
Charleston Development Board, Executive Board, 1952 - 58; 1962 - 64 
Greater Charleston Chamber of Commerce (Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce): Board of 

Directors, 1955 - 57; 1959 - 62; 1964 - 67; Vice President, 1962; President 1963 
Kiwanis Club of Charleston:   Vice President, 1962 - 63; President 1964. Member since 1952 
United Community Services (United Way): Board and Committee, 1961 - 63; President 1965; Chairman, 

United Fund Campaign, 1964; Member budget Board, 1968; Chairman, Special Gifts Division, 
1983 

Historic Charleston Foundation: Trustee, 1962 - 79; 1981 - 90; Treasurer, 1967 - 71, President, 1972 - 73 
- 74. Past President Trustee 1990 - Present 

Historic Charleston Reproductions: Board Member, 1973 - Present; Chairman, 1973 - 1980 
Mayor's Municipal Auditorium Committee, 1964 - 68 
The Trident Community Foundation, Board member, 1974 
Tourism Management Committee, 1979 - 83 
Charleston County Health Study Committee, 1963 - 65 
Clemson Alumni Association; National Council Director, 1964 - 68; National President 1967 
SC Water Resources Commission, Commissioner.  1967 - 70, 1970 - 73 
Junior Achievement, Board of Directors, 1967 - 69 
Charles Towne Landing, Advisory Committee: Member, 1970 - 80; Chairman. 1976 - 78 
Ashley Hall School (Foundation): Trustee, 1975 - 88; President 1976 - 81 
Charleston Citywide Development Company, Director, 1979 - 80 
SC Tricentennial Commission, Commissioner. 1969 - 71 
Charleston County Tricentennial Committee, Chairman 1968 - 71 
Clemson Foundation, Trustee. 1968 - 73, 1973 - 78 
South Carolina Oil Fuel Institute, President, 1971 - 72 
Charleston Lawn Tennis Association, Director, 1970 - 73 
Charleston Concert Association, Director, 1969 - 1986 SC 
Chamber of Commerce, Director, 1971 - 73, 1973 - 76 
SC Oil Jobbers Association: Board of Directors, 1973 - 77; Treasurer, 1975; Vice President, 1976; 

President 1977 - 78 
Association of Tiger Lettermen of Clemson University, Director, 1973 - 75, 1983 - 86 
Charles Towne Landing Foundation, President 1977 - 87, Board Member 1977 - Present 
City of Charleston Tourism Commission, 1984 - 87 
Clemson University Board of Visitors. 1984 - 86. Vice Chairman, 1986 
Charleston Neighborhood Association, Vice President, 1987, President 1988 The 
New England Society of Charleston, President 1995 & 96 · 

 
Personal Memberships: 

Carolina Yacht Club 
New England Society 
St. Andrews Society 
Sons of Colonial Wars 
West Ashley Racquet Club 
Charleston Kiwanis Club 
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April 12, 2017 

The Honorable Henry McMaster 
Governor, State of South Carolina 
1100 Gervais Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 2920 I 

Bradish .J. Waring 
Member 

Admitted in SC 

Der, H<--n~r 
I write to endorse your consideration of Thomas "Tommy" Edwin Thornhill for the 
Order of the Palmetto. I have known Tommy most of my life, and until a few years 
ago he was my neighbor and actually lived in a house on my grandparent's former 
property. Tommy attended my alma mater (Charleston High School) and served in the 
US Army. He graduated from Clemson (we can forgive him for that) and spent the 
bulk of his career in his family's business (Charleston Oil Company). Since 1993 
Tommy has been President of Clement, Crawford and Thornhill, Inc. a well-respected 
Commercial Real Estate agency here in Charleston. 

Tommy's civic contributions over the course of his distinguished career are 
unparalleled. You were given a copy of his resume' so I wi ll not re-hash them here; 
they speak for themselves. I will however speak to just one in the long list. It is an 
area where I have personal knowledge of his commitment to community and his 
ongoing contributions. As a Past President of Historic Charleston Foundation, I have 
had the opportunity to work with Tommy in that organization for over 17 years. Past 
Presidents, are no longer required to attend board meetings, yet Tommy attends almost 
every meeting, and has done so since the 1960's. Even though he can no longer vote, 
he continues to contribute and his counsel is sought and valued by the sitting board. 
His strength of commitment to everything he undertakes is simply amazing. 

I can think of no one more deserving of the Order of the Palmetto than Tommy. As his 
career winds down, I can think of no better way to honor a life of service to his nation, 
his state, and his city. Please feel free to contact me if I can provide any additional 
information about this amazing man. 

T 843.579. 7802 
F 843.414.8223 

E BWaring@nexsenpruet.com 
Nexsen Pruet, LLC 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 



The Honorable Henry McMaster 
April 12, 201 7 
Page 2 

On a personal note, it was great seeing you at the Wildlife Expo, and I look forward to 
seeing you here in Charleston soon. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, ~ 

/17" 
Bradish J. Waring 

BJW/shg 





2017 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

O FFICERS 

Park B. Smith J r., Chair 
\'I.'. Crayton \\( 'alters III, Vice 
Chair 
John P. Barnwell, Secretary 
Robert L. Clement, 111 , 
T reasurer 
Wlilbur E. Johnson, Past 
Chair 

Charles Robertson Allen 11 
Claire B. Allen 

Jill r:. Almeida 
Wlilliam E. r\pplegate IV 
Stevenson B. Bennett 
Anne H. Blessing 
Olivia M. Brock 
William S. Cogswell, J r. 
Sarah L. D onnem 
Susan T. f-ribcrg 
Tara P. Guerard 
D avid 13. Hoffman 
Barry I. Kalinsky 
Douglas 13. Lee 
David Maybank III 
TJ Parsell, Jr. 
Shannon WI. Ravenel 
Peggy.\!. Rash 
Monica l\ !. Seeger 
David D. Silliman 
Richard C. Simons 
D. Van Smith,Jr. 
Zoe L. Stephens 
!\lolly B.R. Waring 
Simons WI. Young 

Katharine S. Robinson 
PRESIDENT AND CEO 

A CTIVE PAST CHAJRS 
\'{1,E. Applegate ITT 
f-rank WI. Brumler 
T. Heyward Carter Jr. 
Jane P. dcBurrs 
W. r oster Gaillard 
Benjamin t\. l lagood 
Joseph H. l\!cGee 
Susan P. Parsell 
Harold R. Pratt-Thomas Jr. 
Richard W. Salmons Jr. 
Anne r:. Smith 
Thomas E. Thornhill 
Bradish J. \'(taring 
John H. Wlarren Ill 
J. Rutledge YoungJr. 

_ ,_ 
HISTORIC CHARLEST0:",1 FOU NDATION 

April 12, 2017 

Dear Governor McMascer, 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff at the Historic Charleston 
r oundation, I am writing in support of Tommy Thornhill's nomination as an ideal 
candjdate to receive "The Order of the Palmetto". His magnarumous support for rus 
commuruty has been noted and duly recogruzed for decades as evidenced by rus 
widespread participation and sce!Jar leadershjp throughout hj s business career and rus 
outstanding leadership positions in the not-for-profit sector. 

From the South Carolina Tricentennial to the United Way, from Clemson 
Uruversity to the Chamber of Commerce of the Greater Charleston Area and the South 
Carolina Chamber, and from the Kiwarus Club of Charleston to Historic Charleston 
Foundation, and many more entities, Tommy has served with rustinction. His 
remarkable service to all continues to be stelJar. His passion for excelJence, rus 
compassion for ochers and rus humility and grace are hallmarks of rus very being. 

le is indeed an honor to support his candidacy, and I do so proudly. 

Post Office Box 1120 • Charleston, South Carolina 29402 • (843) 723-1623 • F,~'( (843) 577-2067 • www.historiccharleston.org 







STIFEL 
April 5, 2017 

Governor Henry McMaster 

Your Excellency, 

I would like to express my strongest conviction with regards to Thomas E. Thornhill's 
nomination for The Order of the Palmetto. I have known Tommy, personally, most of my life 
and he has been a great mentor to me. He and his wife Mardell were very good friends of my 
parents and they lived around the comer from us on Prices Alley. He always bad pearls of 
wisdom for me and my friends as we were navigating through our formative years. 

Tommy has always been heavily and successfully involved in anything that he trnly believes in. 
His list of accomplishments is too long to list in this letter. However, passions cannot be ignored. 
First, as evidenced by his orange blood, he is a tireless supporter of Clemson University. 
Second, he has been a loyal Kiwanian for over 60 years. Third, a primary protector of his 
beloved city, he has been officially and unofficially the leader of The Historic Charleston 
Foundation. Tommy is a successful businessman in every good way. The first half of his career 
was running Charleston Oil with his brother Van Noy Thornhill. His second career is still a 
work in progress as one·ofthe founding members of Clement, Crawford & Thornhill Real Estate 
Company. 

Tommy is the epitome of the consummate gentleman. No matter what the situation, he treats all 
fairly and respectfully. Whether it is helping a stranger in need or pe1forming his southern duties 
in the support of ladies, I know of no one who commands more respect and appreciation than 

Tommy. 

On a lighter note, one item you might not know is that Tommy has a penchant for tie tacs. If you 
happen to ask him about a certain tie tac, he has a story to go with it. I will bet he has the largest 
collection known to man, at least in Charleston. 

Your Excellency, in my hmnble opinion, Thomas E. Thornhill exemplifies the tangible and 
intangible qualifications required for The Order of the Palmetto. He has been an extraordinary 
leader to both our City and our State and is well deserving of such an honor during his lifetime. 

Respectfully submitted, I 
?aA, 12. Jt?/7/~ 

Park B. Smith Jr. 

174 Meeting Street, Suite 400 I Charleston, South Carolina 29401 J (843) 414-6760 I (843) 720-1947 Fax J (855) 299-8677 Toll-Free 

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated I Member SIPC & NYSE I www.Stifel.com 
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