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Bits of Charleston's history lean on 
props throughout the city - a col­
umn here, a doorway there, and an 
occasional front wall left standing 
with blue sky visible through its win­
dows. 

Some are slated to be incorporated 
into new buildings and others will re­
main simply as monuments to the 
way things once were. 

Some of the more prominent rem­
nants .. lovingly preserved around 
town 'include the fa cades of the 
Bluestein building, Bennett's Rice 
Mill and a· former King Street busi­
ness, the old Charleston Museum col­
umns, a portico a t Mitchell 
Elementary School, and the doorway 
of the Charleston Sheet Metal 
Building. ~ 

• The Bluestein building at 494 ~ 
King St., an elegant structure built in 
the late 1800s, burned in October 
1987. Firemen were able to save the 
facade and the building is being re­
constructed. 

Shortly after the fire, Mayor Jo­
seph P . Riley Jr . a nd Nicky 
Bluestein, the building's owner, 
struck a deal to ensure that a better 
building would rise from the ashes. _ 
City Council a llocated $49,833 from 
its hotel-motel accommodations tax -
fund to stabilize the facade and pay 
for engineering and architectural ,., 
studies. In r~turn, Bluestein gave the - • 
city an equity easement in the facade '-: 
that a llocates 15 percent of the pro­
ceeds to the city if the building is ever ::• 
sold. 

The city also plans to reloca te its 
Downtown Revita lization Office to ·_, 
the second floor of the building. That 
move and the restora tion of the 
building a re seen as key catalysts in _. 
the revitalization of the upper section ~ 
of King Street. 

• Fire also claimed the Charleston 
Sheet Metal Building at 181 Church 
St., at the corner of North Market, . 
last October. But i ts historically and 
architecturally significant doorway 
on the Church Street side was saved. 
It is slated to remain where it is and 
lie incorporated into the entrance of 
an inn to be built by Amherst Devel­
opment Co. of Southern Pines, N.C. 

The ornate wood and masonry 
doorway was part of an otherwise 
bare antebellum warehouse. The 
building was the home of George W. 
Williams and Co., which began as a 
wholesale grocery in the mid-1800s 
and later included a number of other • - -
entherpribses. Thded ddoorwafyl is believed ;. ?.' 
to ave een a e to re eel growing . . , 
prosperity when Williams began a : .. , .. 
banking business. By the beginning of :· ·;.~ 
the Civil War, having been i:i ; .. ; ' 
Charleston only eight years, Williams · '., 
was head of two large mercantile 
houses, and a director of two rail- : : i 
roads and the Bank of South Caro- · ,. · 
lina. 

• Perhaps the most famous and 
photographed of Charleston's relics 
are the six Corinthian columns of the 
former Charleston Museum, located 
on the current site of Cannon Park on 
Rutledge Avenue. 

See Remnants , Page 2-B •; , 

. ~-
.. ... 

\ , "':. 

; ~ .. . 

,, 
, ,i ,. 

Stall Photo by Brad Nettles 

Bennett's Rice Mill 

KEmmons
Highlight


