" Do You Know Your Charleston? i

55 King St
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Fraser,Whose Family | .
Opposgd His Art,

b
.“f{,‘,]ser ‘had pra-ticed law with marked
b’

"ilLiVGd, Man){ Years WA 1o We Betaming oY a8 oppuses
-in King _S.E,,.House

In 1831, old records reveal, Fraser

In 1819, the year afler he began
painting professionally, Fraser
maintained a law office |n Tradd
street. For ten years before his
rslart as a professional artist, Fra-

-}still malintained in his home a law
iyolfice as well as his studlo. Fyr-
ther records, . according to Miss
J Smith, show Fraser listad again as
{having a law office at 'what then
{Was 93 Tradd street. °

.| Charles Fraser, the youngest of
.‘\?'-i,';his family, was & mon of Alexander
o JFraBer and Mrs. Fraser. The last

of fourteen children, he was horn
$i4on August 20, 1782, only a few days B
FAt i before Marlon fought at Wadboa |\
.1,1.lwlth the Britlsh cavalry, hls Jlast

i.flght of the Revolutlon,

. THe house at 66 King streef, now
. owned and occupled by Mr. and
Mrs. James. G, Snowden, formerly
wax Lhe home of Charles Fraser,
| ©harlesaton artist, whose minlatures
i| will ba exhibited at the Glbbes Art
gallery by the Carclina Art assu-|9
clatlon beginnlng next Monday,;

Little authentic Informatlon s
avallable’ today concernlng the
house. Although Fraser lived {here ) The artlst dled on October 5, 1860.
for many years durlng his career ;. "d Thus his life covered the perind
A3 an artist, there is, no record|%'i.q belween the" RevoJution and the

showing just how many. It i3 be- 1 Confederate war. \He showed errly
lleved by rome 1ihat the heuse| 3; In life an artiatie aptitude, and
wan orlginally the property of the| ) :m |despite the family apposition which
Grimka famlly, Fraser's molher ‘led to his becoming a law er, Lhe
was, before her marrlage,  Mlss aptitude persisted and today Fraser .
Mary Grimke, g0 it is within the is recognized as among .the fore- s
range of possibllity that the house most  minlaturists, . While occa-
was, if not the artlat's oirthplace, |slonally one of his werks falls below
Lthe scene of some of hla hoyhood his Atandard,” there are many . that
life, . reach 'the highest grade. - A
The house s & douhle house con- e T e ———
talning eleven rooms. Apparently,
however, at least during its known
history, the ‘house always has been
occupied as a single house by one
family. 1t Is certaln that MFramer
occupied both sections and the pres-
ent owners, as well a3 Mrs., Snow-
den's mother, Mra. Henry Drake,
who naecured the house from the
Inte Charles O. Witte, also uaed
the nlwcluna__ﬂ!_ one houae,

4. Framer used the wouth alde of the
. {house as his resldence, old records
.}:{!ndlcate. The norih slde he used
Vay A8 hia otfice; in thedractice of Iaw,
yAand As hia  studib. 7The ‘sludlo
i pruper was In the front room. af
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The un=usu{a1 old house at
55 King St.) was constructed
in 1762 and has been.in the

 Snowden family for about 100

years, The residence of Mr.
and Mrs, James G, Snowden,
the house will he on tour [or
Tri Delta sorority, Friday
afternoon, IFeb. 23,

The house is Dbelleved to
have heen built by Frederic
Grimke and the Jand on which
the house stands was purchas-

ed by Grimke in i%ﬂ’fmm
saker,  CGharleston

Francis

artist Charles Fraser once
resided in the house and some
of the views in the Fraser
Sketchbook are views from the
upper windows of 56 King St.
Fraser's mother was Grimke's
daughter,

The house was originally
constructed as a double dwell-
ing — probably for rental
purposes and there s
architectural evidence that-
testifies to this fact, The most
noticeahle is the thick piecé
of brick wall that projects
through the slate roof of the
property, dividing the house

in two vertically, Where ac-

cess doors were later cut to

Georgian
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make the house one dwelling

they had to be made through
this internally very thick wall.

Although the house is-
in vperiod, its

_this

~and

T

woodwork is  comparatively
plain and like all old houses

it has had a number of altera-
tions. Tha delicate sunburst

mantel of the drawing room,
for example, is unquestionably
later than the Georgian house.
The finely carved cornice of
room is probably later,
an

too,

A
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_ struction and the house wall
‘on the north side of the

staircase landing is fully two
feet thicky

Mr. and Mrs. Snowden have

fine old pieces of furniture
on both sides of the family
they  possess  three
portraits by Charleston artist
Jeremiah Theus. The Theus
portraits of Richard Baker
and Elizabeth Ellioit are on
the north and south walls,
respectively, of the drawing
room. The Theus portrajts of
Mary Bohun, who married
Richard Baker, is over the
dining room mantel,

The Windsor chair in the
drawing room is believed to
be pre-Revolutionary as is-the
smaller Windsor chair in the
sitting room behind the draw-

ing room. The full length gold
leaf mirrer in the. drawing

' room is circa 1820 and covers
- the window that was formerly
*a door. The handsome desk

in this room, which is a
Snowden piece, Is about 1620
to 1830. ;

The attractive Hepplewhite

s
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'a handsome Snowden soup
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type sideboard in the dining
‘room is a piece of furniture
from Mrs. Snowden's side of
the family. It is admirably
- almost baronially — pro-
portioned and has restrained
and very, delicate inlay. Iis
oval medallions, with a
tracery of leaves, are un-
common and lovely, )

The dueling pistols’ case on
the sideboard is used for flat
silver. The framed flag over
the sideboard was presented
to Mrs. Snowden’s grandfather
by Marion's Men of Winyah,
Georgetown, a rmilitary unit
he had commanded for many
years.

The heautiful Hepplewhite
type end tables on the street
side of the dining room came

also from Mrs. Snowden's side
of the family and belong with

" a drop leaf dining table which -

is being repaired. In the
mahogany cupboard by the
mante] there are silver salt
cellars with the Baker crest
that' helonged to Richard
Baker. The silver sugar and
creamer in this cupboard are
by Hayden and Grepg and
are Snowden pieces. Thare ig

3

-ot. has its life written in its |

“houses on

ladle by J-Eyland & Co,

In the china cuphoard at,
‘the north end of the room
there are several very good
looking pieces of lusire. The

~"most exceptional is a sugar.

bow! and cover of silver
lustre, The green Haviland
plates in the eupboard and

-on the mantel, all of which

have allractive sporting
scenes, were a present fo Mrs.
Snowden’s greal-grandmother
on her golden anniversary,
The -house, by Lhe way, is
full of work by Mys’Snowden,
who 1s comfortably at home

. with old furniture and ecan

make furniture as well as
repair it. The small {able
under the gilt mirror in the
dining room was made by M,
Snowden and is appropriate
with the mirror hecause the
mirror is a Snowden piece.

The very large, handsome
blue pitcher on this table is

Copeland, .

The kitchen in this house
is Mr. Snowden’s chief work
and a very pleasant and at-
tractive kitchen it is, Because
the room possessed a large,
old fashioned firenlace ha
and furving from the end of |
the room and reveal the!
bricks. This he has done with
great success. At ‘the other
end of the room he has built
in a totally modern kitchen |
whose  appliances look
delightful with his friendly old |
fireplace and give the best’
of two worlds to the Snowdens |
and their four children.
["Like ail old houses 55 King

face and it has survived two
centuries with a good deal
of poise. This is a house where -
people and children and pets |
are welcome and where the |
children and pets of the family |

are fruly allowed to live in ..

the house. The 'young:'
snowdens do their homework
on the dining room table.

Tour hours will he frort 2:30
until 5:30 and tickets may be
purchased from anv of the
tour during the
hours of the tour. Houses to
be shown include 170 Queen
St., 168% Queen St., O Gibbes
St. and 15 Tradd St. :

Tour guests are requested.
to wear low heeled shoes and
to refrain from smoking
within the residences. - - - -
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