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BRICK�HOUSE�STRUCTURE�STABILIZATION�
15�September,�2011�
�
Dear�Board�Members,��
�
As�you�know�I�have�been�looking�into�the�stabilization�of�the�Brick�House�Structure�for�the�last�month.�
When�William�Hutson�and�I�initially�spoke,�he�suggested�that�I�get�in�touch�with�Skipper�Jenkins,�
Katharine�Montgomery,�and�Billy�Jenkins�to�see�what�work�had�been�done�or�proposed�in�the�past�on�
the�structure.�Billy�and�Katherine�sent�me�meeting�minutes,�notes,�and�collected.�Please�find�these�
items�below�in�this�document.���To�date,�Billy,�Katharine,��Ellie�Jenkins,�Jeannie�Vaughan,�Lloyd�Jenkins,��
Lynda�Jenkins,�and��Mitzi�Prendergast��have�all�displayed�interest�in�this�project.
�
I�have�done�some�preliminary�research�to�find�the�listing�of�the�building�in�the�National�Register�of�
Historic�Landmarks.�This�listing�occurred�in�1970.�As�you�know,�the�building�is�extremely�significant�
historically;�while�a�date�for�the�construction�is��not�completely�agreed�on,�most�seem�to�date�it�around�
1735.�There�is�a�heavy�French�Huguenot�influence�in�the�design,�and�this�type�of�house�design�also�
appears�as�the�double�house�in�the�city�of�Charleston.�The�history�of�the�building�from�the�National�Park�
Service�website�is�found�below.�The�building�is�a�treasure�to�the�family,�and�it�is�nationally�important�as�
a�significant�work�of�historic�architecture�reflecting�the�early�colonial�time�period.�
�
With�your�approval,�I�have�solicited�a�proposal�from�a�qualified�structural�engineering�firm,�4SE�of�
Charleston,�to�study�stabilizing�the�structure.�They�have�worked�on�structures�ranging�from�the�1713�
powder�magazine�in�Charleston,�to�the�1750s�church�of�St.�Michael's.��The�firm�has�proposed�to�take�a�
phased�approach�to�the�stabilization,�beginning�with�investigation�and�evaluation.��At�the�end�of�this�
phase�they�would�present�to�the�board�options��for�moving�forward.�Design�for�the�solutions�for�
targeted�problems�would�take�place�in�Phase�II�after�the�board�gives�direction.�
�
In�reviewing�the�proposal,�it�is�my�opinion�that�we�will�be�able�to�focus�the�study�more�tightly�and�
reduce�the�cost�for�the�Phase�I�study.�Further,�I�have�asked�about�planning�grants�for�funding�the�Phase�I�
work,�and�the�firm�has�supplied�a�list�of�four�to�six�avenues�to�pursue�funding.��Some�are�listed�below:�
�

� National�Trust.�(http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find�funding/grants/):�
� Johanna�Favrot�Fund�for�Historic�Preservation��application�for�the�February�2012�round�will�be�

available�online�in�fall�2011.�
� Southern�Office�of�the�National�Trust�a�call/email.�(Karen_Nickless@nthp.org,�722�8552)�
� The�Edisto�Island�Preservation�Alliance’s�website�is:�http://www.preserveedisto.org/�
� Team�up�with�a�non�profit�(EIPA�perhaps)�to�administer�a�grant�for�you.�Once�the�grant�period�is�

over,�they�would�lose�their�authority�
.here:http://www.preservationdirectory.com/PreservationGeneralResources/GrantsFundingSou
rces.aspx#private).�

�
Billy�has�told�me�that�there�is�a�clause�in�the�amendments�from�June�2007�that�requires�75%�approval�of�
the�unit�holders�before�anything�be�done�to�the�structure.�Before�we�pay�for�any�structural�design�



assessment,�I�feel�it�is�critical�to�see�if�there�would�be�support�from�the�family�to�stabilize�the�building.�
As�you�will�see�below,�there�was�an�opinion�ballot��sent�out�in�the�80's�that�asked�similar�questions.�I�am�
unsure�of�the�results�but�if�they�can�be�found�in�the�meeting�minutes�from�that�time�this�would�be�
helpful.�From�looking�into�this,�I�understand�that�there�was�a�much�more�recent�effort�to�look�at�
stabilization,�and�the�cost�of�stabilizing�was�prohibitive.�For�this�reason�finding�alternate�avenues�to�fund�
the�will�be�critical�to�the�success�of�the�project.�It�is�my�opinion��that�the�building�is�significant�enough�
that�if�the�family�is�willing�to�allow�stabilization�we�will�be�able�to�find�the�necessary�funding�to�do�so.��
�
I�request�that�the�board�approve�that�I�contact�the�family�to�do�the�following:�
�
1)provide�the�information�I've�found�to�date�
2)�seek�opinions�on�whether�they�would�like�to�move�forward�with�the�stabilization�effort���
3)solicit�ideas�about�how�to�deal�with�the�structure�in�the�future�
�
Sincerely,��
�
�

�
�
Simons�Young��
�
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BRICK�HOUSE�STRUCTURE�STABILIZATION�
15�September,�2011�
�
Timeline�to�Date��
2011�
August����due�diligence�
��Get�approval�to�look�into�stabilizing�structure�
���Exchange�emails�with�Billy�Jenkins,�Katharine�Montgomery�
��Assemble�meeting�minutes,�background�notes,�NPS�photographs,�HABS�drawings��
��Meet�with�4SE,�structural�engineers,��to�discuss�project�and�solicit�proposal��
�
September���report�to�Board�
��Receive�proposal�from�4SE�for�initial�investigation�phase�of�work�
��Present�findings�to�the�board�
��Request�approval�to�contact�Family�members,�discuss�stabilization,�share�research,�solicit�opinions�and�
ideas�
�
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On�8/3/11,�WILLIAM�JENKINS�<wjenkins11@bellsouth.net>�wrote:�
>�I�find�in�the�minutes�of�the�BH�anual�meeting�onJune�26,2004�the�following�"�
>�Aunt�Lizzie�discussed�saving�the�ruins�and�said�she�has�no�objections�to�
>�replacing�the�braces�to�stabalize�the�ruins.The�cap�on�the�top�and�the�steel�
>�beams�were�put�in�place�after�the�fire�in�1929.�They�are�now�falling�out�and�
>�the�ruins�have�substantially�deteriorated�in�the�last�few�years.�Billy�
>�talked�about�a�company�in�Ravenel�that�proposed�stabalazation�that�would�
>�costaround�$25,000.00.He�said�that�any�funds�necessary�to�accomplish�this�
>�should�be�on�a�voluntary�basis.�It�was�noted�that�the�Brickhouseand�the�
>�Bylaws,�section�3C�#7,state�thatwe"shall�not�renovate�or�change�the�BH�ruins�
>�without�the�consent�of�75%�of�the�unit�holders"�In�the�light�of�this�and�
>�other�more�pressing�issues�facing�the�familythe�issue�was�tabled.�Those�
>�interested�may�form�a�committee�and�reportto�the�Board�if�so�inclined�"�
>�
>�I�wll�try�to�get�you�the�name�of�the�contractor�mentioned�tomorrow.�He�was�
>�very�interested�and�was�proposing�that�the�inside�of�the�walls�be�sprayed�
>�with�I�think�Gunite.�He�volunteered�to�donate�the�labor�if�we�would�buy�the�
>�materiel.�
>�Later,�
>�Billy�
�
Just a few years ago I was referred to a structural engineer by my friend Jack Boineau. The 
engineer came out with a preservation specialist contractor and looked at the house and  reported that it 
would cost $200,000.00 to secure the ruins to prepare for work. 
At that point i dropped the entire idea and since have become much less active in the affairs of the 
plantation for various reasons. 
I will search my records tomorrow and send you what i have. If Jacks health is still good perhaps he will 
help. I will call him tomorrow 
Good luck with this . I am happy to see interest. Will help any way i can. 
�
�




