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A bulldmg that has served
."as dwelling, boarding house, and
- masonic temple, and has seen
‘lts share of storms and hur-

.Ticanes, one'of which nearly
- destroyed’ it, stands on ‘what
must be the best waterfront lot
fn Charleston...

Today the three—slory struc-
ture at B {over
the centuries it has been listed

\as 2, 26, and 40 East Batlery)
“~Jmight not readily be recognized

§//1[ex

as a fine dwelling house but
inside its  additions - and
modifications: is still ihe- better
i)art of a very decent 18th cen-
ury * home that was . the
residence of Charleston's
Missroon family [or more than
60 years.

The southern-most house on
the east side of East Battery,
it was apparently built by Harry
Grant around_1789. He sold the
dwelling in 1795~ to Francis
Kinloch and four years later
Kinloch sold it to James Lee.

The next year Lee ‘sold it

lo the ﬁes of Mrs. Fraser,
the wife of Dr. James Fraser.
Capt. James Missroon . purchas-
ed it by 1808 and his family
name is the oné that has stuck
with it since that day.

Capt. Missroon and his
descendants . were in - the
maritime trade, with offices and
wharfs being built nearby later.
He was born in Londonderry,
Ireland on Dec. 26, 1772, and
spent some 50 years in
Charleston before his death here
on June 27, 1848.

In early city directorics he

“Shooting~Victims- ’Sahsfacfory

;!p.are_nt‘: ;
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Weathered Many Storms

is lisled as merchant or as ihe
keeper of a “navigation store".
His son Henry - Missroon  re-
mained .in  aspects - of-+"'the
business and at one.-period in
the 1850s, while living in the
dwelling, is termed a ships

agent. . An old but undated
photograph shows rather
elaborate covered piers. ex-

tending behind the house.
Sometime during the 19th cen-
lury' the Missroons added to
their properties north along
East Bay with a two-story office
section being connected to the
dwelling. The house passed from
the : family’s hands after the
Civil War and was used as a

. |residence by - a number of
. |persons. .
Do You Know

Your Ch"ur'ie'ston?

Durmg ‘the 1890s it became

Ve the- home of George D. Bryan,

as Judge of -probate’ here‘ an
£r

. In 1911 'the’ house was’ purchas-

- ed by -George ‘H.. Moffett buf
| was“shattered- by a_ hurricane
-|that same'year; The ‘house was |-
/{converted into a boarding house

“.i»|called the Shamrock Terrace but

17 |also suffered ‘periods of vacancy
.| before bemg -Tepaired - in" the
:11920s" as * the 'Omar - Temple' "of
lthe Masomc Order of the ‘Nobles
- fof ,the "Mystic"” Shrine." It has

...+ - |been:. owned -by. the « Shriners

“Hto the U

since- that' t1me ‘but- was Ieasrid

known.,as , Granville's Bastion,

Jarea about the house, being six

. 115 feet.

the” local “attorney who" served’
o it d|The. brass. and serystal ‘chan-

f _dehers -in . the. halls. on; either

ditended, the architects took the
+ | style of the center stair windows!
; “Missroon’ house’ ‘built |and repeated them ' in"the-
i Lon ‘~the<; eolonial - fortxfacatmns

the fortified wall that formed
the southeast corner of the .
original line of military. works . -.
that completsly surrounded the

seitiement of 1680 on Oyster = % - 3 g
Point. .‘The Bastion px:obably Itk : o
dates from 1700-05. | LiRe

When the building was being
remade for lhe Shriners in the
1920s, the Jortifications were 53
carcfully studied and it was © -
found why the Missroom house
basement was always perfectly
dry despite the fact that ils
floor lay below sea level by
almost three feet at high tide.

Few Charleston hasements
were ever truly dry but one
right * on- the” waler was
something of an oddity. But it
was discovered that the old Bas-
tion completely proiected the

feet thick and ektendmg down

A visitor to the bmldmg today
will find much. of the original -
woodwork -in. the . four. main .
rooms of the. first two..floors...

floor “are “also” believed: 10" date;
from.the end. of the: 19th; century
when it was ,still Ta- res;denc
of quality. 2

; Tn. what st hav been_ the
upstalrs sitting- ToOMm,: One‘ may' -
still find quite elaborate interjor.:
work not unlike the Adam style.
In:the " cornice” may ' be;'seen
cherubs- and- garlands and- the ':

trim about ', the’ " handsome. !
doormy is apparently
unaltered. *© "

‘When thc e':'cter “was

ad:

dition ~to -give: balance= tothe
old’ dwellmg
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