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The photograph on the cwer, takm in the early 199Os, shows most of the shipyard.
industnal areø. Note the fleet ballistic missil¿ submaine steaminq d,own tht rivr.

A rare snowfall blankets the park in front of the shípyardhead,quartrs buildíng in the winter of 1989.
This property in 19O1 was part of tfu cíty of Charleston's Chícora Park recr¿ational area.
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Commandants and Commanders of the Shipyard

Assumed Cornrnand

Captain Edwin Longnccker ........... August 1, l9O2
Captain R. M. Berry September l, l9O4
Rear Adrniral E. S. Prime May 15, I 9O5
Comrnander S. W. Very September l. I 9O5
CommanderJ. A. H. Nichols ......... November 18, 19O5
Comrnodore G. L. Dyer . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . - . April 9, l90ó
Rear Admiral J- D. Adains January 2, l9O9
Rear Adrmral C. F..Fox June 3, l9O9
Rear Admiral J. M. Helm October 15, lgll
Rear Admiral J. R. Edwards ........... October 2, l9l4
Rear Adrniral B. C. Bryan July 8, t9l5
Rear Adrniral E. A. Anderson ........ Novembe r 8, 1919
Captain R. E. Pope May22,1922
Rear Adrníral A. P. Niblack ............ July 19, 1922
Rear Adrniral G. W. Williams ......... August 12, 1923
Captain M. E. Trench September lO, 1924
Captain F. A. Traut September 5, 1925
Rear Admiral N. A. McCu\.......... Septernber l, l92T 't..

Captain J. N. Ferguson Jüne 15, l95l
Rear Adrniral J. J. Raby.................. Septernber 12, l93l
Captain W. A. Hall January 15, 1934
Rear Admiral E. B. Fenner ll./'ay 14, 1934
Captain J. S. Abbort March 9, 195ó
Rear AdrniraL H. V. Butler....... ... . July 17, 1936
Rear Adrniral W. H. Allen March 7, I 958
Rear Adrniral W. A. Glassford ........ Jvn.e 2, 1942
Rear Admiral Jules James ,lr''ay 14, 1945
Rear Admiral L. T. DuBose ............ November 11.1945
Commodore R. N. S. Baker........... November 30, 1945
Captain H. C. Sexton .................... Aprll28, 1947
Captain Logan McKee M.ay 2, 1949
Rear Adrniral Logan McKee ........... June l, 1951
Captain Oscar Stiegler ................... Septernber 29, 1951
Captain T. T. Dantzler October 8, l95l
Captain H. J. Pñngstag August 1, 1954
Captain W. I. BuU Septernber 27, 1957
Captain R. B. Madden December 2, 1959
Rear Adrniral E. A. Wright Septernber 15, 1960
Rear Adrniral E. H. Batcheller ........ April 25, 1965
Captain C. N. Payne. Jr.. ..... ... .. . ..... July lO, t9ó8
Rear Admiral C. N. Payne Jr........... Septernber 16, 1969
Captain J. Woolston March 25, 1971
Rear Admiral J. B. Berude Novernber 5O, 1973
Rear Adrniral C. S. Davis. Jr...... .... Muy ZZ, 1975
caPtain w. J. Mahony July 22, 1978
Captain R. G. Camacho August 7, 1982
CaptainD. H. Hines June 15, 1984
Captain P. H. Fenton July 29, 1988
Captain T. J. Porter March 28, l99l
Captain W. F. Nold lvne 24, 1994
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Introduction

Welcome to Charleston Navat Shipyard. Thank you for joining us today
ôs we commemorate 95 years of dedication to the fleet.

One morning recentþ, I stood by the head of Dry Dock I and looked
a¡ound. I saw not anotler soul- A þall of silence hung over the place.
The dry doch of course, lay empty. On the nearby piers, once crowded
with naval vessels of every description, I saw only deserted service craft.
Portal cranes stood motionless, like vast iron sculptures. The aura of
serenity equaled that of the rice fields of centuries past. With fog upon
the river and a specter fleet, it could easily have been a Madeline Carol
painting.

During my stay at the shipyard, I leamed much about its history. I
learned of Captain Edwin Longnecker, the first shipyard commander,
who took possession for the Navy of the property where the yard wquld
be built, then the site of a beautiful city park and an old'fiteplantation.
I learned how the shipyard buiLt 253 ships, how it became the l,argest
industrial empþer in the state's history, how it refueted nuctear
reactor:s on twenty-six submarines and how its Tiger Teams performed
outstanding work on Navy ships around the world. I am intenseþ proud
of this shipyard and its history, as is everyone who has ever worked at
or been associated with the yard.

I arn proud, too, of the men and women of the yard who stayed in its
final days to finish the last ships and to prepare the facility for tumover
to the community. They did a magnificent job under the most a¡duous
of circumstances.

Some of the shipyard's history, brought alive by a remarkable collection
of photographs, is described in this booklet. As you listen to the words
of our distinguished guests and our keynote speaker, Admiral Bruce
DeMars, I hope that you think about how much this shipyard did for
nearly a century to help preserve
Americans.

the freedom that we enioy as

¿J-A-"- Z-IIA
William F. Nold
Captain USN
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The onginal development plan for the Charleston Navy Yard.



The History of Charleston Naval Shipyard

As tlose of us who have been associated with the shipyard come
together one last time on the occasion of the its decommissioning, we can
look back rarith pride upon its record of service to our nation, a record
which spanned nearþ all of the twen tieth century.

The Beginning

J t began in l9Ol. In August of that year, the Nawy acquired the properÇ
I on the west bank on the Cooper River where the yard would be built.
I The northem part of the tract, where we stand today, had belonged to
the city of Charleston; it was called Chicora park, a recreational area of
which Charlestonians were justþ proud. The Navy aìso purchased the. adjoining property to the south - the Lawton place, with its antebellum
plantation house. Fittingly, the yard would be built near t}re site of the old
shipyard on Charteston Neck, which had served as an American navy yard
during the Revolution.

In the spring of 19O2, construction of the yard began.. ,By 19O9, five
shop buildings were in place, the power house was producing electriciÇ
and the first vessels were in the new dry dock unclergoing repair. The work
force then consisted of some 5OO civilians and a score of naval officers.

In l9l5 the yard built its fi¡st two vessels, two paddle wheel
steamers for the Army Corps of Engineers. The next year yard workers built
a ferry boat ðnd à tug. They would eventuaþ build 255 vessels ranging
from tug boats to destroyer tenders.

The frst vusels were dry àocked n the yard on 7 Apnl I 9O9 .





The frst two ship builÀing crars, of fve
which were used daing the First WorIà War
yelts.

Ihc tug Wando wøs the ffthvusel
built by thc naty yarà.

An ae¡inl view looking north towud the builÅmg

ways, circa 1,919. Note the fíve shþ-builÅing
qanes onl the ànick crane børye at the piel'



Wortd War I

I s with most military bases, ernployment àt the yard would rise and
A fatt witt the tides of war. During the First World War employrnent

I \eached l Too people, among them hundreds of women who worked
in the naval clothing factory in Building 13. The first warship consEucted
at the yad - the gunboat USS Asheville - slid down the ways into the Cooper
River on 9 June 1917. That same yeal saw a naval üaining camp
estabìished where up to 5OOO recruits at a time received basic training,
inctuding young Norman Rockwell who spent much of his time drawing
cartoons for the base newspäper.

Following the end of the war, activity at the yard graduaþ dectined.
The clothing factory was shutdown along with tÌ¡e naval training camp.
Construction of ships continued for several years, however, and included
the yard's first destroyer , USS Túlman.

But in 1922, with the Great War ended and the nation enjoying
growing prosperity, the Navy decided to close the Charleston yard. Local
leaders came to its defense, and eventuaþ persuaded the Navy and
President Harding to keep tl're facitity open. Empþment for the next
decade averaged around 5oO workers, with the work rnainty consisting of
routine maintenance of rnine sweepers and gunboats.

In 1953, the Nary designated its Cha¡leston facility a new
construction shipyard. Soon welcome sounds of riveting and hammering
returned to the waterfront. In 1954, three new Coast Guard cutters slid
down the ways. Tug boats and destroyers were also built.

President Roosevelt visited the yard twice to check on the progress
of massive public work projects, which employed l SOo prewiously out of
work Charlestonians improving the facilities. Empþment steadily
climbed. By 1939, with 24OO workers and a modern industrial plant, the
Cha¡leston Navy Yard stood poised to pþ a key role in World War II.

A panoramic virw of Dry Dock 1, circø 1918. On tht fur left you can see the power housc-

The fuating dmick in the center , las in the dry dock wth the ship . Shop builÀings can bt
sem ín the backjrounl, along with the yard's five bullding way crana.



Thc two segmmts of thís ptnorumk vitw of the yørd laken arounà 192o show the extensíve use of wooÃ ín the shíps of
that e¡a. Note the builàing way cranes behínÀ the watn{ront proàuction office ín the upper víew. In Lhe lower pícttre
can bc strn the steam powered oane that yard workers called "MonÀay" standing north of Dry Dock 1 . They calleà it
MonÀøy bccausc it moved so slowly that it woulÅ øIwøys bt next MonÀay befoie it coulÀ be relocated to ønothcr spot

wlure rþgers neeàd ít.



Sabmarinu crowd thc Åry dock in
1920. Thc photograph on thc left
is one of thc mort-fomous etrly
wws of thc yarà. Tlu píctun
below 

'lnth 
the ìLry ilock dry has

rarely bæn publisheà.
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Impr ov em ent s t o f a ciliti e s

Thcsc thrcc photogmphs rflcct thc møssíve

úorE to modzmizc thc shipyard. ín tht years

bcforc WorlÀ War Il. Behintl thc píle diver in
tht apptt picture you cøn scc tlle fvc cranæ at
thc buílilíng ways, whirh woull. sce hcavy use in
thc follnwing yur. Thounnìk of prøtinusly out
of work Lowcotntry ræiÀmts founÅ. work.hen in
tlu yearc beforc tht war.
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ln this circa 192O view looking to the nodh. one ctn sec two WorIÅ War I
ìlzstroyers along with the fl.oøting de¡riík crane and the buíIiing way crones.

LISS Hartford, .,{d.niral Davil. Fanagut's lhgship àuing the Batt\e of New Ortuns, which
was move.I to Char\æton on 24 Octobcr 1912 to suve as a stotion ship. At thß same berth on

Pícr 317, on lo fuIay 1942, yarà workers watche¡I the Cotsl Guard, catter lcarus bring
nshore 33 Gennan orisoners ltom the sunken U-352.



The Second World War

uring the wartime yean, the navy yard became the largest industriai
emptoyer in South Carolina history. By 1941, emplopnent had
climbed to 9OOO; at its peak two yeaff latet, 25,943 peopte were

working at the yard. They came from across the nation to hetp repair shíps
and to build tlem to support the war effort.

As the men ioined the armed services, they were repLaced by
wornen. Eventualþ 5ooo strong, the women rigged and welded and
machined parts and did everything that had to be done.

To accommodate tfre massive building and repair programs, three
rrew dry docks were built, along with a second complete shipyard, known
as the South Yard, which was used to build desüoyer escorts.

When Germany invaded Poìand in 1939, the yard was engaged in the
. biggest ship construction program in its history. Most of the effort
involved building destroyers. During the wa¡time years, yard workers
would build 2l ó ships ranging from tug boats to a destroyer tender.

Repair of ships damaged in the war eventualþ took top púoriÇ. Dry
Dock I was continuously used for tlis purpose. Dry DqS\ 2, which was
built for ship consbuction, could never be used for that pur¡iòse because
it was needed for urgent repair work. Floating dry docks were used as well
to accommodated the heavy repair work load. Ships of many foreign
nations were also repaired at the yard during the war. Often heavily-
damaged ships, such as the British crwiser Uganãt, arrived with dead sailors
sealed in their hulls.

Imagine, for a moment, what the yard must have been like during
the war. Palmer Olliff, who joined the shipyard in l94l as an apprentice
sheet metal worker, remembers well:

In rrry apprcntice class, twenty-one people started and only seven
graduated. If you didn't make the grade you were fired.

As a first class apprentice, I had overall responsibility for all
ventilation deck and bulkhead cuts for two destroyers, the DD-59o and the
DD-591. I woriced along with a shipñtteç Mr. W. J. Whipple who approved
the job I planned. Then I had the holes cut. Mr. Whipple, after his
rctir€ment, ran Charleston Camera Repair.

During World war Il, everybody at the navy yard had a patriotic
can-do attitude. In those days, an apprentice was requircd to do his own
tack welding for assembly and installation of shipboard items with the
production welding being accomplished by the welding shop. We had
women working with us who were ex-school teachers , house wives, etc.
As soon as the war was over, all temporary employees, including most of
the women, left the yard.

'¡l
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New baílÅíng ways to the ruih of
thosic ustÅ inWo¡lÀ War I wtrc pnrt of
PresrÅmt ßoosoeh's shipry ard
modemÞation prog ¡am. This
photograph wøs made in 1942.

USS Till¡n¿n (DD-641) was one of
twm$ d.estroyers lhat yard. workm
buíh during Worll War lI.

Note the sho¡ time betwæn bying of thc kcd
ønd the launching date. At thß trme yrd
worktrs were tuming out such vessels 'ut

recorà time to d,efeat the lapanese.



Thus...
Sleek ond

Reod¿

We Send

Our Ships'

Agoinst

the Foe.

[Note: At rlEiht, the oÉlcers ¿ì¡d
men of th6 û,S.S. herah¿¡E. Shê
w¿s ou¡ Yaid's ô¡st cåaualw' Eoll8
¿loç¡ t¡ ¿ctlon o¡1 ¿h6 Àtla.atlc.
Our heã.¡t! sa¡k with her.l@Þ.44+)

thc Ingraham wøs nmmìssion¿ìl on 17 luly 1941 at the Charlæton Navy yard. She servd iscort duty ìn 1942 betwem the United

Slates and Grmt Bitøin, wúcr cottstunt thrett from Gemvn U-boats. On 22 August 1942, shs. colliÅed wilh fhe fønkcr Chemung
inheavy fug off the coast of Novit Scotia anã qtíckly sønk. Only elevm tew members survíved. Five more Charleston-built àesnoyers

woull. be lost in the war.

Our ofiice''s âñd mên man ouF cha.¡êston-bu¡lt .hrÞs-

lhen thcy.ail down ths Cotper R¡v6. to jo¡n thê Fl€et,
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LAU]IGH LSMs
HÍstory-Makin$ AT CNY IN

(}ilE DAY
SÎORY ON PAGE T.A.

LaunchíngsSet
For May 78¡th

For the ffrst time in ths histotv of the Charleston
Naw Ya¡d, four new watsh¡ps for the N¿v!"s inv¿8¡t¡l
fleet wilf bef¡unch€d the ssme dey, off tho same Building
Ways, within ¡everal ftdnr¡tes of eôch other.

The quadruÞle launching win boc¡n 8t 6160 Þ m. FRIDAY, MAY 12, 1944.

lVlass Launching of 4 LSìlIs
To Set Navy Yãrd Record

thr€ê year¡. Eer ùlothe!, C, S. Dru-
¡y, Se¿man. Second-ClÁE¡. wâs Io¡n€Þ
ly a weld€l he¡ê. ¡4rs. tuid, too, haea b¡other in unìform, Co¡it Cued
Quå¡telin¡ste!. FiÌBt-Ctûss Joh¡r U.
Voiaht.r M!r. Re¡d hos beêr a CNYer

Måtroìs-of-hono¡ 
',vc!6 

Mls. F'l¡¡-
cê! Wa!¡en. si¡te¡ of M¡s. Dæthuh-
¡nd ¡úÈ. Jo6ephine Blocker. sistèr of

.¡atÈ ner(t thursday after¡rooÂ
A¡t lour of the ¡hips iD the ouâd-

ruplet launchi¡g a¡e landins ¡raft.
thê LSM'! 140, t4t. 142 and 1-49. andlollow closely in the wake of two
oïher ¡rew landing sNps. the LSM'S
t4{ end 145, Which went down the
buildings ways into the CooDerrive¡ on Wednesday of this weìk.

Special plans hâve been mâdefo¡ l.he quadruplet lauÌchings ând
laul¡ol¡iDg ctews have beeD Eiven
special trsining aDd irstructio;s to
Elove the sbips down the g¡eâsed
w¿yE otr a swift clockwork sched-

Me¡e minutes will elapse betwee¡t
eåçn- phase of the ìaunching cere.-
honres¡ the fi¡st of their kind stag_eo nere as e tnass Þlan. Every
move¡treDt hês beeA caÌefully timed,rrom l¡¡e ¡nstant the ceremonies
åre ope¡ed by Rea¡ Àdmiral Jules
James, U. S. N., comma¡ldant of the
Clrårleston Nãvv Vâr.t âñ¿t rha

Ihu¡sal¿y.
All four ships sre landing craft--IfiMs l41ù,l4l" 142

and l4$-anil follow ctosely in the wake of two othe¡ new
tending çhips, LSMg 144 añd 145' whicl¡ slid into tho Coop-
er River rllt ednesalay.

vtctoeYl

Paooua

PAGE r-Â FRIDAY, Mrq,y 12, ß44

/

DuaI LSM Launching
CtY FanÍIy AlÍair
It ws.s str¡ctly å lårntly afsil wìen

CNYers lÂunchêd two more 'LSMS
8holtìy befo¡å noon, Weilne8day.

BotJr invsÂlotr crsft were chrlsÞ
e¡ed by womeÀ who hèlÞed build
thel¡, Doth rvomen ¿rs also wii€s of
Ysd wo*ol3. Vr¡th fiê exceDüoÃ of
ths matlons-of-hol¡or. listels of the
sÞonsol!, ¡ll DartjclDÂnts wêle either
CNY rrorLel8 or NÂvål Otrtce¡s.

present flowers to Mr& WillÍa_r¡s ¿
the cereû¡onies.

ïhe sponso¡ for the LSM I4l wi
be Miss Roser¡ond Sâlmor¡s. of 3
Meeting strect, daughter of Corn
mander H. V. Sallnons, of the navyard public \roùks division. She h¿r
been a volunteer worker at th
U.S.O. tor the låst two yeaN.

Miss Ânhie Williâms. of 65? Iün
street, a cleÌk in the ¡nâterial sec
tion, will p¡esent flowers to Mr:
Sallnons at the launchinÃ cere
monles-

Mrs. W. D. BriÁckloe. oI J!
Mârlboro road, Norrh Charlestot
wife of Lieuten¿nL Commander ìÀ
D. Br¡ncHoE, U. S. N., ol the nav
yerd's plar¡niog divìsion. will be ttr
sponsor for the LSM 142. Mrr
B¡inckloe, who is lbe forrne¡ Mis
JoseÞhine O'Brien. is a Dalive t:
JoDesboro, l\rk., snd a sist€r. (
Lieutenan¿ Commânder Lesl¡e .
O'Bríen, Jr., U. S, N., ass¡srånt ILe€
comtnunicätions olficÈr stationed i
Honglulu tor the last four v€ar.s.At the ceremon¡es. Miss Adclãi,B, Hand, of 491 HuÊer street.
cte¡l<-stenographe¡ jn lhe new constrl¡ction sectioD, wiìt Þresen
flowers to Mrs. Brinckloe -

The sponsoF io¡ the LSM 1ì

Hmdlinæ from the yard, newspaper. The yard bunchd flfty-eþht l"Slvls anã LSNI(R)s in the Inst six months of 1944.



ïhrec Cha¡lrston-bailt LSII(R)s - huII nuntbers 196, 198 anÀ 199 - bonrbard. a laptnese-hell isbnÅ

near Okirnwø, in March of 1945. Yard worke¡s constructeà 24 of thesel[nãing sþþ meàum (rocket)

vessels to Lead. amphibíous assntlts on the Pacifc islanàs in tht fínoL stûges of WorIÀWar II' Thæe

'threc vessels haà betn launchetl at tht yard ftve months before thß phologrtph was taken.



.i

A lnunchin4 ctremony duing
Worbl War lL

theJames E. Cmig{DE-2Ol) ¿nl thc Eichenbcrger (Dl,-2O2), ømeng sevmteen
dutroyer escorts built during the wør, stanà rcû,¿y fotúrtnnlri"S fu^ thebiililing ways.



'Ihe shoo supenisors øÀ the ruvd fficøs tcsponsíble for builÀing USS Bryant (DD665) ¿nl U55 Grant (DD

6+Ð, prouàIy pose bcforc the two dætroyers shortly bfoft th' buncftLng ccremony '



Repainng ships damaged.inbattle . . .

I

'IIt Otarbston Navy Yaril rqainì. many
ships Àamagcìl by the Nazi sub packs. The
merchant ship SS Stanvac Melborne
was a gooà. ørampb. She r$nseil to sink
tthm torpeàorl, antr rþpedby a U-boat's
àeck gan, anl was towed to theyarillor
ødffisive reÛairs .



Two smøll training submarinæ, usul

mainlg rc targets in flee| exercße:., mooral

o,t ø yørà picr ín Mørch of 1955

Entertûnmtnt atlunch fune àuring a

safety aword crmony in front of the loinøs
Shop in 1955-

In October of I955, tht ddsel-elíclnc

submøriræ USS RaY laYs at a Yard

prcr'
ëwq.ø.#w *w



VESSELS BUILT AT THE NAVYYARD
1939 - 1945

Destroyers 20
Destroyer escorts t 7
Fast troop transports 9
Tank landing ships I
Medium landing ships gZ
Medium landing ships (rocket) 24
Land craft-control 24
Yard tugs 5
Seaplane wrecking derricks 15
Car float I
Destroyer tender I
Total 

-216

'Ihis marker stood in the little park near the RrynolÀs
AvtîLte gste for mony ymrc. lt is now locateà øt the .

Patriots P oint Maití¡ne 1r4tl¡,ctt¡tt.



In thc 195& anÅ 196os thc yørd

lengtheneÅ many díøú- eleclrie

submarines to proviìIe morz room for av
conàitioning tnd. ebctronirs tquiiPmmt
along wíth space for tdditional battenes-
'Ihis pressurc hall scction bzing

prefabñcatcd in the Shipfittm Shop was

for USS lngger.

'Ihe newhtll section, whkh includes
ballast tanlc, is lnwoed into plrce-



Note the d,eisel-electric submørîne Inving the yard..
úvrleston Naval Shwvtrd in 195E.



The Cold War Years

On 50 November I945, an organizational change took place in which
the Charteston Navy Yard became the Charleston Naval Shipyard. Other
local navy commands were brought under a new consolidated command
as part of the new U.S. Naval Base, Charteston. With a new name came
new ¡oles for the yard: repair, overhaul and conversion of ships.
. In 1948 the yard's mission was expanded to encompèss submarines.
From then on, submarine overhaul and repair would make up
approximatety one-half of the shipyard's work.

ln 1949, the Navy made ptans to close the yard. But once again,' community leaders were able to persuade Navy officials to keep it
operational.

In I 959, with the conversion of Protcus, yèrd workers took their first
step into the nuclear age. Nuclear-powered submarines would soon follow.
The yard would eventua\ refuel twenty-six of AdmiraÈ'Rickover's high-
technology undersea vessels and decommission eight more in its final
yeôrs.

Nuclear submarine overhauls proved difôcult to begin with. Yard
workers had to master new technologies and learn to work safely with the
radioactivity associated with the propulsion plants. But by 1975, ttre yard
had developed into one of the Navy's best nuclear submarine shipyards.

In the I 98Os shipyard employment reached its lìighest point since
the Korean War, with more than 87Oo workers. As manv as iix nuclear
submarines êt a time were on the waterfront in various stages of overhaul
and repair.

The nuctear submarine work performed during the l98Os included
the simultaneous refueling overhauls of Benjamin lranklin and George Bancroft.
CNSYbid against a private shipyard for this work. The yard won the bid
and, compared to the other yard's estimate, completed the work with a
savings to the taxpayers of more than $ IOO million

As the decãde dÈw to a.close, two events took place which would
affect the shipyard. One had a short-term affect; thè other had more-
lasting, permanent, in fact, implications.

In September of 1989, Hurricane Hugo swept through the South
Ca¡olina lowcountry. The yard sustained major damage, esEimated at g 89
million, but moved on to recover, resuming normal operations within a
few months. Then on 9 November of that year, the Berlin l4y'all was
breached, signaling the beginning of the end of the Cold War. That event
also marked the beginning of tle end for Charleston NavaL shipyard,
although more than three years would pass before the decision orrouid be
made to close the yard.

g'



Congressman L. Mendel Nvers, A fnend of the shipyard, . . .

Over the years Charleston Naval Shipyard had many strong supporters in the Congress. But none was
more effective than L, Mendel Rivers. Local residents once said that if he brought àny more military
installations to the Charlestolr area, the cily would sink beneath the sea from the shear weight of it
all The SSN ó8ó, tlre nuclear-powered attack submarine named for him, was a frequent wisitor to the

Congræsman Kvers speaking at the deàication of tht new

Elcctronics Shop .

yard.



Ou¡bston Naval Sh@aú's Battery Rmewal Trger Team on the occasion of the yarìl's one hunìlrcàth hattøy
rELocdnmt on 31January 1983. In December of 1964, CNSY øccomplisheà irs frst battery replncementin
thc flrct ballistt missile submarinc Ethan Allen in Holy Loch, Scotlanà. The yørd, was so much better than
otho yanls at this work tha¡ thr Atlnntit Fleet assþned aíI íts submarint battery rephctments to CNSY. 77r¿

lnst bottcty replnce job in SEtembu of 199+ was the 258th accomplßhcã by thc yarã.

A submainc battery being bwenÅ
ínto the ship.



The Last Years

J n March of 1995, shipyard workers leamed that the Navy planned to
I close the yard. All were deeply affected by the news.
I _ Employees and community leaders appealed to the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission, who would ¡.nder a decision on 50
May. As this day drcw near, some empþees remained ciptimistic that the
Commission would reverse the Navy's decision. To otherc each passing day
was like another cìump of earth striking the casket tid.

The appeals went to no avail. With the end of tlre Cold War, the
smatter fleet and declining maintenðnce needs of modern submarines and
surface warships, Naval Sea Systems Command simply found itself with
too much costly majntenance capaciÇ. So two of the Nawy's shipyards,
among the most enduring of pubtic institutions, had to be shutdówn.

_ D¡ring, the remaining three years yard workers finished the last ship
overhauls and prepared the facility ready for turnover to the communiÇ.

contributions to the ôrea's economy, ipanning five -generationã?

Contributions to local charities by yard woik rs *hi.h seÈ records for
federal facilities? Outstanding worker safety records that won numerous
honors_?- A key role in a nuclear progràm whose safety record and
stewardship of the environment drew accolades from the president of the
United States? Indeed, it is all of these things.

But in the final analysis, one simple word seems most fitting in
describing the legary of our shipyard: freédom

Consider, for a moment, the importance of the United States Nawy
in maintaining freedom around the world. And consider the shipyardt
historic role in building and maintaining the Navy's ships. Imagine the
yard in 1945 when 25,OOO people were launching every wèek ner.i vessels
that helped win a globat war. Think about the Cold War years and the
confibution made to winning that insidious conflict by the nuclear
submarines overhauled and modemized at Charleston Nav;l Shipyard.

Many 
- 
of us take for granted the freedom from tyranny and

oppre_ssion- that we enjoy as Americans. We should not foiget the role
played by Charleston Naval Shipyard for nearþ a century in preserving that
freedom.

The Legary

Ch-arteston Naval Shipyard? Is it the valuable industrial pLniwhich
t the community in the coming years? Huge



'Ihe diesel electnc sabma¡ine USS Bang (55-385) ín ovrhøul

USS Woodrow Wilson (SSBN 624) enteinq Dru Dotk 5



A floating dry dock sinks in a tragíc accident . . .

In 19ó5, USS Alømogord,o (ARDM-2) a floating drydock based at the Charleston
Naval Weapons SSBN Replenishment Site, sank as it was being flooded. The
two portal cranes, each ofwhich weighed 5lo tons, were not properþ secured.
As water entered the dry dock, one cràne rolled aft , followed by other. The
stern went under, then the rest of the dry dock. One sailor drowned in the
accident.

The Alamogordo rests on ths bottom of thc Cooper Ríver.

The poftaL cranes and top rleck of the piLot house remaine¡I above wote¡-
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f4-sûl¡Df,Y1 The Neìvs & Courler - The Evening Post' charleston' S'C'' Junê ó' 1982

lfard
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Shipyarã tmployees, with the snpport of CaptainW. I . Mahony, Shìpyard Commanãer

from 197 8 to 1982, ei,ttblishld a museum to prtxrve the yarã,'s heritage.

urlleñqÞ

'aûd Merttlme Mu6eum,
litdeÀt TcGh ard

the a¡rcrafr carrtctr.-'Ñow. tlevnotù ßays the¡E !B talk
th¡t ùôùerãDs bf OÈ USs llanccl,
whlcì s€rved tn World war II' msY
be Duttltrs togpther aú €tr4blt fo¡
Patitots PolEt. More recenl¡y, c¡ew-
me¡r m boa¡d the a¡rcn¡tt carrlel
fgttr Hâwk bcld â btngo g¡me whlle
in lie lndlan oceañ end rslscd

.120,@ to set up.a speelàl exhþtt
tblíird the Yoïttown, Reynoldg



l

A job well. done
Ove¡ the years the shipyard received many accolades for its work. An outstanding
worker safety program brought national honors, as did an effective enwironmenta=l
p_rctection prcgram. Outstanding ship overhaul and repair work often drew praise from
the Navy's brass. So, too, did work of a less routine nature - the special jo6s at which
Cha¡teston Naval Shipyard excelled, such as moving cranes across the ocean and
installing them on a floating dry dock to support urgent repairs of nuctear submarines.

¡0qlr¡ ¡ SIRÂ f¡vE ESS^GE

ROU T I ¡¡E
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Fri coÍsualli¿f oRFoLK vl
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uNÊLas PEeSor¡¡L FO'r CÁpl HIôrÉs, INto vaDr,t ¡orDEir ¡{D ¡lD{ HoRr|E Fnot
vl0{ cnoPER , /0o0tot,
3U8J: REPLACET.!ÊNÍ ùF CR¡NES ON USS LoS ¡L^tO9 (¡FDd 7)

I. ¡ TOULO LIKÉ TO EIPRESS r|Y PENSO AL APPREEIA'¡OÑ FOR IHÊ
PRoÍEsstoNlL | l¡xËR trt riH¡cll IHL RECEht cRlt{E REPL¡cE¡rErrl oti uss Los
¡L^r.ros ias ExÊcurED. 0F p^HTIcuL¡R rolE rts lxE pÊRFoR!¡r cE 0F üR
PÀLI'ER OLLIFF, fHÙ iEPEATEDLY âVERCAT'€ É¡JOR NOTDBLOCKg, A I ONE OFdHtc{ cou|-D llavÊ oELrtED 1H¡s ltr4E cRtltcal pRoJEcl FoR 

^s 
rlucH ls a

YÉÂR. PLEASE CONYEY I'!Y PEFSONAL COÍGRA'ULÀIII) 9 AND ¡IELL OUNE fO ILL
1HÐSE INV0LvEO Ir¡ lrllS J,tr.lôR ÉFF0R1.

VÀDP D. L. cOoPER, ÙSd SENDS.
81

Ncw crunæhaìl to bc ïrr,talbà on thc floating dry dockLos Alarnos in Hoþ Locþ Scotlanà. The olÃ
c¡anes shown in this pinure had bem take from ìlams out west during Wo¡Id War lI and, þlr;talbd. on
the battlæhþ dry dock in the Pacific. Thcy had to be rcplnuÀ to support maínterunce of flæt ballistk
subma¡ines at the rtolenishment sìte



Hurncane Hugo strikes . . .

on 2t and 22 september 1989, the huge storm swept through the south carolina Lowcountry,
leaving devastation in its wake. Damage to thc yard was exténsive. But more than goo workeis
stay_cd duúng the storm to help protcct the yard. And in the weeks that followed, yard workers
pulled together to cleanup the facility and ¡esurne normal operations much earlier tÉan the Navy
had thought possible.

The nuclear-powered, attack sabmarint
Narwhal haà anìveù. n thc yarà shortly
búor. the stom stuck. To pmtect his shíp, the
cøptain submtrged, her at î pírr . Iaying on
the bottom she wcathrd. the storm withott
àamaae.
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The Navy's two Moord. Training Ships at the únrleston NavalWetpons Sto,tion- Thæe two

þrmer ballistic missile sabmarines wcrc converteã. by the shipyarà for use ín training propøIsion
plønt operatots. MTS-635, the ex-USS Sam Rayburn, began operatíon on 6 Janutry 1990;
lvlîS-626, th¿ cx-USS Daniel Webste4 on14Mtrch199i. Note tlú MfS-635\ø.chs a

misslle compartmmt whkh the shipgarã rtmoved in complbnce with the SALT aecor{s. CNSY
wøs the only shipyard to perform thß type of conversion work- The seconl. shíp wøs complaeà øt
r srvings ol I42 mllJ:ion.



As part of fleel cutbacks following the enà of the CoLd. war, the sh¡pyaã inactívoted, eþht nuclear-powered. submønnes

¿'-

kad.erc of the USS Providence project team and, shípyard uníon ot'ficials ín 1992, on
the ilay the ship entered dry dock for a d,epot maíntenance period. Even though thís wøs the
yarã's lírst such work on d Los Angeles cLo,ss submaríne, yard workers sit new
performance reco s for work of thß type, which snll snnd- today.



L. Mmd.el Nvers is honorcd in thc renovateÀ shipyàrå muscam
v,thíchhas his personal chair ønd. d.esk, shown abive in thc
"Men¿el Rivcts Room". Alargc nuñbc. of artíføas,
ilocunvnts, photographs anil other items will bc on dísplay
including the safcty hard, høthe wore àuring h¡s visits to ihc
vtafQ,,

New port sí.¿.. mtrance to the shípyo.rl
museum øboard, fhr Yorktown af
Patriots Poínt, curmtly being
remoàeleà.

One of many honors rcceived. by thc yard .



The End of an Era

captaift williem F. Nokl, the Inst commonàer of charleston Na.vd shipynrtl, contemplates n List of
hß preÅecessors 

.
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This booklet is principally the work of palmer
W. OIIilf, oftn øIIed,.\vIr. Shípyrrd. tv4r. OILi[f joined.
the shipyørd ín 1941 wherehe worked,, except for a
stint in th( Navy during Worll Wor ll, unjil'his
rctíremmt in 1989. For nnny yurshewas the forct
behinÅ thc acclnimetl shipyard íiqer teams which
replnced. submnrine battenes arc nd the worUl and
many voyûge repaírs at àeployei SSBN sites.

He was the onLy enrployee ever to recdve two
Nary Superior CíviLian Seruice Awards.

lvír. OILiff was also th€ inspirotionbehinà the
Cha eston Naval Shipyard mrxl.m aboard the mrier
Yorktown at the Patriots Point Naval nnã Maritime
Musrum at Mount Plrr.sant, Soúh Caro\ina, wherehe
setyes ûs curator.

lim McNeiL wrote the t(xt ínll ossiste¿ with
the layout of the booklet.

T:y!:':g::f\Yy thebntk cover po¡lrays the last ship to be overhauled. at Cho rston Nnvnishipyaril, Lhe tlcvoyer
USS NICHO¿SON, henrling for sea nftr completion of shipyarà worþ on 29 Stpt,:nútr 1995.




