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¥ . "Even Before Joe Sekol an-

neunced he will close the
. 9d-year- -ald Morris Sokol Fur-
niture business named after
its-founding father, specula-

7 tign

" A few yéars back, there was

3 talk the Ritz-Carlton Hotel -
wasinterested inithe three-sto- .

ry property at King and Reid

" streets. Ownier Joe Sokol cal]ed. ]

- that @ rumor, “I was nevera

i proaéhedhyanyone, he:

" Talk riow centers on the pos~ B

" sibility of a grocery store. So-
kol said he-expects the site to
exEut hwfmd that 5

. remain retail,
. heisnttalking.

“No contract has been SIgned
© yet, hesald :

d.about what will
# becmneoft.he retailer’s down-.. .
town Charleston location: - *

* halfits current size in 1929,

Monday, July13 2015 Ds'

4FILE#GHACE BEAHM!STAF F

o'n:the streets in a cart. The
* 37,000-square-foot ground-
floorshowroom was expanded
10 if5 currént size in 1957.

eight years after Morris So-
kol started peddling his ware'




Fretda and Joe Svkad

1 1921, we were little more

se-drawn delivery cart.

1wve changed!

» SOKOL
ITURE

Trip Downfown”
[ 7223874
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504 - 510 1910 Jacobs Shoe Store Jacobs Shoe Store specialized in men’s and ladies shoes.
Isaac Jacobs, son of the original proprietor, Louis Jacobs, describes the store for us. “My father had
at one time a very large shoe store. As big as the Morris Sokol Furniture—it belonged to the Hughes
Jfamily who owned Hughes Lumber Company, the property. They wouldn’t sell it to him. He had an
interesting store——three showcases, beautiful showcases, in front. One was d long one that faced the
door and one on each side of that. The big one had curves around the front. He also had ladders
attached to the ceiling on a rail on the right hand and left hand side that were attached to the ceiling.
He had a high shelf: when you wanted to reach to the top shelf you had to climb that ladder. In the back
of the store, he had a circular bench made of black leather which he finally gave to the Charleston
Museum. It was round and circular and he kept that in the back for people coming back for rubber
shoes or children’s shoes to try on.”
Isaac recalls a story about the store’s addition machine. “The funny part of that adding machine— I
think it was before 1910— [my father] had a bookkeeper who was filling out a deposit slip. He asked my
father to check his addition of the checks he was depositing and my father checked it and got a different
figure than the bookkeeper. They both checked it again and finally agreed to a figure. My father says,
‘You know, I've heard of such a thing as a mechanical adding machine. I ought to try to buy one.’ It
wasn’t two minutes later, they tell me, a young man came in from the corner. His father ran a grocery
store on the corner named Knobloch. He comes to my father and told him who he was and said, ‘I'm
selling adding machines. I'm taking orders and shipping from the factory.” My father said, ‘Let me see
a sample.” He said, ‘All I've got is a catalogue, prices.” He showed him a drawing of a Wales adding
machine. Must have been from England, I don’t know. It was on a stand, thirty inches high. He asked
how much it was. He told him. My father said, ‘I'll take it.” Mr. Knobloch says, ‘You're gonna take it?
Just like that? You know, you are the first person I've called on to try to sell these adding machines and
you buy one in less than two minutes. I don’t know whether I ought to continue this work or not. It’s
just too easy! You know, I ought to quit while I'm ahead.” Isaac also told of how his father got into the
wholesale business. A sock peddler who called regularly sold him a batch of mismatched patterns for
a very cheap price. This enabled the store to sell them for five or ten cents a pair. A man could afford
to wear them and then throw them away. “Well, after Christmas my brother had a half year more in
college and he and my father said, ‘Maybe we ought 1o buy some of these socks from Joseph (the
peddler) and resell them and job them’ That'’s how they got in the wholesale business (see 331 East
Bay) 1900 Thomas Hughes building materials

505 1930 Morris Shoe Store 1920 Miss M.R.Craver 1910 Mrs E.H. Graver 1900 Mrs E.H. Graver
Jancy goods

S06 1930 Isadore Greenberg / Jacob’s Shoe Store 1900 Louis Jacobs shoes etc

KING STREET

S0O7 1996 Jonathon Kerr ¥4 Rose's Gifts and Things 1990 Vacant 1950 thru 1970 George Savvas
Jurnished rooms Y2 Liberty Lunch 1940 Liberty Café / George Savvas George T. Savvas came to
America just after 1900 from Vachlia, Greece. His uncles had built the Savvopoulos Building ar 507-
509 in 1896. Savvas purchased the property from the uncles when they returned to Greece in the 20s.
Savvas operated the Liberty Lunch Café and the Liberty Ice Cream Parlor before opening a successful
liquor business. In the early 30s Savvas returned to Greece and married Alexandra Panopoulou.
Shorily after, the couple returned and had one child, Christina (see 26 Rutledge). Known by many
patrons as “Mr. Michi”, he lived in an apartment above his store at 507 King until he retired in the
1960s. He died in 1971 at the age of 89 in his home in Athens, Greece. Savvas was a founding
member of Holy Trinity Orthodox Church and a member of the American Hellenic Educational
Progressive Association. Christina Homer, his daughter, received a Carolopolis Award for preservation
of the building in the 1990s. 1930 Liberty Ice Cream Parlor 1920 Delmonico Ice Cream & Candy Co.
1910 G.A. Pannchopoulo 1900 William Scott © fruitier B

SO08 1920 C.J. Takacs 1900 Bernstein’s Department Store

509 1980 thru 1999 Honest John’s Record Shop / Honest John TV Repair Shop 1970 Mrs. Christina
S. Homer liguor (see 507 King) 1960 George T. Savvas retail liguor / Arthur Homer 1950 Liberty
Lunch 1920 Delmonico Ice Cream & Candy Co. Restaurant

S 10 1940 thru 1999 Morris Sokol Furniture Co. At the end of the century Morris Sokol Furniture
Co. was the largest furniture store in the ciry. It was Jounded by Morris Sokol who came to Charleston
from Poland in 1921 at the age of 17. He used a bicycle and later a horse and buggy to peddle his
wares from house to house. In 1925, he bought his first automobile. In 1 930, he opened his first store
with two employees at 637 King street and in 1931, he moved to 510 King Street and there have been a
number of expansions at this address, the largest being in 1957. At the end of the century the company
occupied much of the block with 47,000 square feet of showroom and warehouse space at the King
Street location plus an additional 38,000 square feet of warehouse space at various locations around
town. Morris Sokol died in 1985 at the age of 81. His son Joe Sokol took over the store. The vast
amount of floor space in the store allowed Morris Sokol to keep a considerable amount of furniture in
stock, compared with most furniture retailers at the end of the century. 1970 Ros-Mor Builders &
Realty Co. 1930 The Auction House-Birlant & Hirsch Auctioneeers (see 191 King) 1920 Jacob’s Shoe
Store 1900 Bernstein’s Department Store

S11-85185 1996 Vacant 1960 thru 1980 Shoe Box Inc. 1950 Max Rudich Shoe Box. 1940
Ralph’s Men’s Store clothing 1930 Horres Market / W.A. Winter 1920 Oscar Levy / Mrs M.W,
Lindenbeerg 1910 M. Levin & Son

S12 1940 Hyman Bluestein department store 1930 Joseph Banner Army Store 1910 thru 1920
Jacob Needle 1900 Bernstein’s Department Store

Brenner, Betty and J. Francis. The Old Codgers’ Charleston Address Book, 1900-1999 (Charleston: Old
Codgers, 2000)
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Charleston City Directories
510 King Street

1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980

Jacobs Shoe Store

Jacobs Shoe Store

Vacant

Sokol Furniture

Morris Sokol Furniture Company
Morris Sokol Furniture Company
Morris Sokol Furniture Company
Morris Sokol Furniture Company



Post and Courier 1938

The new and Revoliiionary Red
Cross Paimer Quilied Mattress
® Quilicd for comfort and durab:l-
ity @ No tulis e Anchor-lock cone
struction @ ZEccentiric coils! The
four quilted comlforts covering thig
Aattress are made by The Palmer
Bros. Co., world’'s largest makers
of Qu:lted sleeping equipment.

$39.50 o

Down

Morris Sokol
FURNITURE C9.

518 KING—Near Mary—Phone 208
THF. BIG STORE
Sokol's*Way Is Easy To Pay
We have no branches and are not con-
nected with any o:her store.

8 Tube. Table Model

GIFTS SUGGESTIONS AT SOKOL'S
. .. The Store of Money-Saving Gifts
sencos 299,95

Detrola Radio ........ 555.00

1:Year Guarantee SI 00 per Week

6-Way ;\'DIRBCT : s

LAMPS o oeiiia 9 95
S0¢c Per Weck

100% FELT. e $l4 50

MATTRESSES
Shc Per W_eek

50c Per Week

OCCASIONAL CHAIRS
and ROCKERS ...

Soc Per Week$4 95 ‘-

COMPLETE STOCK OF TOYS
ON CREDIT

—WE GIVE LUCKY COUPONS—

Morris

Furniture

510 King St.
* Near Mary

l THE BIG STORE |

Sokol
Co.

PHON E

“Sokol’s Way is Easy to Pay”




Post and Courier 1950

S [ MODELE Y0 CHOGSE TROM—
e \J i ] PRICED FROM $189.95 UP
mm lhiy $89.95 Befure You Buy Any Refngeratnr O Look At The Valuel
AS LOW AS siaatstloemipy Look At The Fecturesl

g 17| SEE~ COMPARE i
29" g B mm 1950 HOTPOINT oo

CD@;W.T‘ b The Refrigerator That FREEZER

-ated I :
e Revolutionized An Industry! | is foday’s
; vorecionrea. | St buy!

Evarybody 't Powtang o
.

__ BEE MORRIS SOHOL'S
% SENSATIONAL
" DIAMOND VALUES
for the Bride-to-Be

1\\

\ f-/l
53995 g,

ALL HET!L CH!lNi
Arme et
KPECIALL ONLY
$3.95

Food Freeten

OALT CompLiTE
FLETRN AU REROR
E B¥armg b Thess hivantagm

ALL STEEL GLIDERS. | (L0, fod st e L oy 10 e
Buridy and b wrsight snd roe. . ﬂ-“““ rmtpimiy

SID“ up - all whe foills sad

DIAMOND DIAMOND
T4K GOLD RING WIDDING JAND
$29.98 up $9.95 wp

IIOWH




510 King Present Day Aerial (Google

512 King St, Charleston, South C

™ peking.geurmetichinese 0
»

King Street Public Hrn_nt:nno
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