











more even immigrants moved into the area. While the area has always been diversified, the
increase in commercial and industrial needs in the area attracted more working class
individuals®. The attraction of Hampstead during this time, was construction material.
Since the many fires in Charleston, building material regulations prohibited the
construction of wood structures’. While the regulations of building material further south
on peninsula was not conducive to a moderate lifestyle, Hampstead was the opposite.
Buildings could be made more inexpensively and more expediently. Other attractive
qualities to living in Hampstead was the fact it was not policed like the city of Charleston
was. The village of Hampstead remained outside the regulated city limits until 1849®, This
created a haven for free persons of color and slaves who lived out. Here, outside the city
limits, they could move more easily away from watchful eyes’.

Following the Civil War more industries begin to expand in the area. Some of the
industrialization that came to the area was the railroad, foundries, textile factories and the
cigar factory. A majority of the houses built in Hampstead from 1850 were specifically
built for factory workers. Between the 1850’s through the 1950°s the area remained
predominately a working class neighborhood. If residence did not work at one of the local
factories, like the Cigar Factory, then they sought jobs along the local wharfs or had

common laborer jobs!®.

% Ibid

7 Rosengarten, Dale, et al. Between the Tracks: Charelston’s East Side During the 19"
Century. Charleston Museum.

8 Zeirden Lecture

9 Rosengarten, Dale, et al. Between the Tracks: Charelston’s East Side During the 19t

Century. Charleston Museum.
* Ibid
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adaptions and changes we can learn about the people who used the land and structures
thereon. The history of 63 South Street began when the village of Hamptstead was being
laid out by Henry Lawrence'”. While the land in this area was being sold for investment
purposes a new family was coming to Charleston. Cornelius Dewees arrived in Charleston
in the 1760°s'®. While Cornelius established his successful plantation on what became
known as Dewees Island, he purchased and sold for profit different lots of land in the city
of Charleston. While he speculated in real estate there is no record of his purchasing the
land on South street that was to eventually become 63. He was a successful planter until
the end of the Revolutionary War when his financial situation began to seem bleak. During
this time, Cornelius began to give off the land he acquired around the city to different
family members in the few years preceding his death!'®. His son John obtained the land and
house on Meeting Street listed as containing 100 acres from the east side of old Church
street?”.

After his death, Cornelius’s son John continues speculating in real estate. In fact,
there is no other mention of what his profession was. This conclusion is based on the
information available on John Dewees. Most of his story had to be pieced to gather with
few existing documents. The Trustee Release that contained five lots of undivided land and

other mentions throughout the city records of property butting and bounding to property of

7 Rosengarten, Dale, Between the Tracks: Charelston’s East Side During the 19" Century.
Charleston Museum.

8 Cochrane, James. Dewees: The Island and its People. Charleston 2007. The History Press.
9 Ibid

20 Barbot, Louis J. An alphabetical index to all conveyances, leases, mortgages, &c. executed
by and to the City Council of Charleston from 1783 to 1877. Charleston County Register of
Mesne Conveyance
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These are William Dewees, Sarah Hamlin, Elizabeth Dewees, Mary A. Dewees, and
Hannah Dewees. Based on the 1853, 1854, 1855, and 1856 City Ward Books there is listed
three unnumbered lots of land containing new or rough built structures. The first evidence
of a structure is on the Birds Eye view map of 1872. Following this the 1870 Federal census
record listed Sarah Hamlin, one of the original trustees, as living in the Ward 5 but do not
include a more specific address. During this time the area of Hampstead was still a part of
ward 5. In the 1886 Eathquake records the house is listed as having no damage and the
owner is listed only as Dewees with no first name. Two other abutting lots with houses are
listed as owned by the Dewees as well. These structures did need minor repairs®®. In 1889
Sarah Hamlin is listed as living at 63 in the City Ward books.

There are no surviving records that give any light on what was happening to the
property between 1889 and 1909. No more information could be obtained on Sarah Hamlin
in general or in connection with the property. In 1909 the first concrete deed conveyance
is recorded. Amelia Dewees, Henrietta Dewees and Emmeline Lyman are listed as
Grantors. At the time of the sale all three are living in Louisiana. An ancestrial reseach
failed at making the connection between these women and the original trustees. Emmeline
Lyman is listed as the sister to Henrietta and Amelia in the 1940 Federal census. This is
the last time the property at 63 South street is in the hands of a Dewees. Jefferson Davis
Bull is the first to own the house and land after the Dewees. She was a music teacher in the

area and rented out the property?’. She eventually sells the property to Robert Touhey ten

26 Winham & Lester, pub. “City of Charleston South Carolina, Record of Earthquake
Damages,” Atlanta: 1886. Charleston County Public Library.
27 Charleston County. U.S. Federal Census. 1940. SC Room, Charleston Public Library.
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Consolidated Timeline
Cornelius Dewees comes to Charleston
Cornelius dies 1786
John Dewees obtains land
1790 John Dewees dies
John Dewees loses land and it goes to Sheriff Sale
Obtained from sale by Thomas Dewees in 1850 with plots still undidvided
No structures listed on Bridges and Allen Map circa 1852
According to Rosengarten et al south street was completed between 1849-1861
According to Rosengarten et al South Street had no households listed in between
1809 and 1852
City Ward big list three unnumbered properties on South street owned by dewees
having new or rough structures
Trustee Release gives five lots of land to Sarah Hamlin, Hannah Dewees, William
Dewees, Elizabeth Dewees, and Mary A. Dewees in 1852.
1870 Census record Sarah Hamlin lives at the 5" Ward
Sarah Hamlin lives on property 1898-Mccrady Plat
Amelia and Henrietta Dewees sales property to Jefferson Davis Bull 1909
Bull sells property to Richard Touhey in 1919
Thomas Ladson purchases from Touhey in 1922
Corrine Graham purchases land from Ladson 1932
Freda Doscher obtains land from Graham in 1938
Hazel Doscher obtains property from Freda in May of 1938
Julia Middleton purchases land from Hazel in 1940
Eugen Capers buys property from Middleton in 1944
Richard Pinckney buys property from Capers in 1954
Steinhart and Fisher purchase property from Pinckney in 1955
Steinhart sell her share to Mary Schiff in 1956
Schiff and Fisher sells property to Norman Bonneau in 1957
Bonneau wills the property to Beulah Smith and Edna Brown in 1979
Smith and Brown sell property to Robert Lawrence in 1980
Lawrence sells the property to Lillian Smith in 1982
Lillian Smith sells property to Elaine Harvey in 1984
Harvey loses the property to foreclosure 2013
Bank sells property to South Street LLC with Lucas Morrison as representative, in
2014
Final updates are done to the property in 2013, currently a rental property
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The floor plan of the original house would have been side entry with a probable one
room wide two-three room deep floor plan. This would have measured at approximately
20" by 30°. The original foot print of the structure shows no windows on the eastern side
of the house while there are windows on the addition. Typically windows were not on the
side of the house that faced a neighboring house with a piazza. This was referred to as
“north side manners”. It was considered rude and intrusive to put windows that faced your
neighbor’s piazza. The absence of windows corresponds with the depth of the surviving
piazza. The shed roof of the piazza also ends at the thirty-foot mark and the rest of the
house continues with a gabled roof. On the 1886 earthquake reports, the house dimensions
are listed as 28’ by 14 with a height of 18 which also indicates a smaller structure than
the one on the property today*?.

Unfortunately, many changes have taken place to the structure. As mentioned above
an addition to the house was added making the structure approximately 70 feet deep. The
width of the house does not change. In 1980 the city condemned the house do to its unsafe
conditions. Everything from floorboards, windows, framing, plumbing, electrical and the
piazza had to be redone®. The entirety of the house was reconstructed by 1989. The most
noticeable changes to the exterior is the replacement of the weatherboard. Its condition was
listed as rotted on the complaint form and a synthetic siding was added. The windows were
also changed to a two over two double hung along with a complete reconstruction of the

sills and sash*. The piazza itself was also reconstructed at this time as its condition was

4 Winham & Lester, pub. “City of Charleston South Carolina, Record of Earthquake
Damages,” Atlanta: 1886. Charleston County Public Library.

4 [bid

44 Ibid
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also listed as unstable. The framing and flooring of the piazza was also fully redone. The
last renovation noted at the Charleston Board of Architectural Review (BAR) was a
painting and minor rot repair to the exterior in 2013. As the building has been extensively
renovated, none of the defining architectural styles of the original structure remain.

From the pedestrian survey that was conducted on September 5, 2016 other
observations were made on the condition of the building. It is currently used a multi
dwelling apartment building. There are two separate meter boxes on the street facing
elevation that support this. The current foundation appears to by stucco masonry. The entry
steps to the piazza screen are concrete blocks.

Based on a real-estate search online, photos were obtained that show the
renovations that took place after the 2013 sale. Major updates were done to the bathrooms,
kitchen and living areas. This searched also showed the updates that had been done in 1989.
All of those renovations have been updated as exhibited by the photos contained in this
report®®, It is to be noted here that these changes are not recorded in the BAR files that were
obtained on November 28, 2016 for the purpose of this report. During these renovations
the interior was not the only part of the house to have undergone remodeling. The
configuration of the piazza was altered. An outside stair was added making two separate
outside entrances on both floors This stair was not shown in the photos from the 2013
listing.. During these renovations the overall exterior was updated with new paint colors.

Another discovery is that the floor plan changes between the two property listings. When

45 See Appendix C, Photos
46 See Appendix C, Photos
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A typical conveyance with no changes to the property. No other information gained in
this deed.

1944

Grantor: Julia Middleton
Grantee: Eugene Capers
Book and Page: Z44, 347
Type: Conveyance

Lot: 33°6” x41°8” x70°

A typical conveyance with no changes to the property. No other information gained in
this deed.

1954

Grantor: Eugene Capers
Grantee: Richard Pinckney
Book and Page: A60, 71
Type: Conveyance

Lot: 33°6” x41°8” x70°

A typical conveyance without any changes to the property. This was purchased by
Richard Pinckney for $4,000.

June 27/1955

Grantor: Richard Pinckney

Grantee: Rachel Steinhart and Herman Fisher
Book and Page: N60, 277

Type: Conveyance

Lot: 33°6” x41°8” x70°

This was a simple property transaction. Referring to the same property and property size.
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Elaine Harvey lost her property through forecluser and the bank put the house and land
up for sale.

December 18/2014

Grantor: Federal National Mortgage
Grantee: 63 South Street LLC

Book and Page: 0449, 331

Type: Conveyance

Lot: 33°6” x41°8” x70°

Lucas Morrison bought the property representing 63 South Street LLC. The house was
bought at foreclosure. This is the latest transaction to date.
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APPENDICES C-SUPPORTING DOCMENTS

BAR Documents
BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW """

APPLICATION / CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

CITY OF CHARLESTON DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, rmw\mnmm
78 Calhoun Sheel, Third floor  Charleston, South Carolina 29401 843-724-378]  Fox: BA}-724-3772 racs

Property Address: £ 3 Soc iy S\ ™S No.:

Review request. For. g m&llm = =
Concephcl New Constuction  “Alterafions / Adcifors ﬁapaaomﬁuﬁmnybﬁu sbhe il
qﬂ‘wntuw Fincl )@opdnampdnrw-mmchorw Color Chonge  Dernoition

PR L;..c.q..i Magzise Dopmecrore 3 03-33¢-314E6 e 5

apicant L ca S Mosg; 3« Daylime phore: W

Applcant’'s maling address: | Koae, &% AQ‘ Qe

-, J ]

Ol R L v S\ 6 lm Sc IMJ_?!{Q [ ;

p SRR Lf’lau-. Sle3A@ A\ Lo _ ¥ '_ o Pl
Apphicont's refatonship HMOwner Desgn Professonal Confractor Bedi Extgte Agent/Broker COther

In your own words describe whot vou e requesting ¢o\ cogun.
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sm==tteie of South Carolina Basesin thi FbLiA ; l
Cétncy of Charleston Safety znd Housing Officer : il
City Council of Charleston ¢ of the City of Charleston l 1

~verses- g Comslaint ; e
Beulah Smith & Edna Brown e . Shtoct
82 Willow Lane
Charleston, S.C. 29406
You 2re hereby notified as fellows: ‘ ; "
502 That a petition nas been filed by the Building Inspectors with the ?13_!}1“ "
afera sgd (oaxr

3 f the City of Cherleston charging that your dwauihn
at No

is-untit _ : on.

(2) That the Public Safery and Housing Officer, after 2 preliminary inves-
tigation, finds that there is & reasonzble basis for such charges, and that the
structure at No. 63 South Street i

is unfit for human habitation for the reasons piven on thne sttached 1ist of
vaclations.

2 That under Sectior jg,47 ~ of the Code of the City of Charleston, So
Caroline, 1975 notice is hereby given you that 2 hearing will be held befor
Public Safat\' and Housing Officer at the City Office Building, 116 Hnni;u
Charleston, South Carclina on

Hednqiday. June 25, 1980 - w4 10:30 A.M.

(4) Thas the owners of the aforesaid premises and every other pa
interest have a right to file an enswer to this complaint, and to a
or through an attorney and give testimony at sa2id hearing. e

(5)."" This hesring will be for the purpose of determining whnh
dwelling is unfit for humen habitaticn in esccordance with the standas
in Section ]0.47 through 10.51. et sec of the Code of the c1|:y of
Cnrol:lne . .

%) - The rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law on %‘Nﬂ!‘,
con:roll:l.ng before the Public Safety and Housing Officer.

m That if the Pub,].ic SIfgty and ﬂou.‘_n‘ qi:“..‘
is unfit for human habitztion, he shall issue an order
or improvements of the dweil.l:lnz., or for demo.
Scctiotqe. 54, et uq &f ﬂsn of ﬂn f:i;y ,_J'
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 Ward Document Showing three new structures.
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PHOTOS OF PROPERTY

Photos taken by the author on the pedstrian survey, Septmeber 5, 2016

JE
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Kitchen Prior to 2014 renovations and after
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