

















where St. Michael’s sits today, this roadway was briefly called Church Street until after
the church was moved. Once the church was relocated to what is now present-day Church
Street, deeds, records and maps refer to the street as Old Church Street and in mid 1700s,
explained as the road leading past the Meeting House of the Independent Congregational
Church, it was renamed as Meeting Street.’

Because Meeting Street travels from the southern most tip of the peninsula into
the adjacent city limits north of downtown, the neighborhoods and areas of Meeting
Street are quite diverse. The area “South of Broad” on Meeting Street is known for being
the home of the prominent, wealthy and sophisticated families of old Charleston, lined
with historic houses and mansions shadowed by the century-old, romantic landscapes.
Home to the Calhoun Mansion, owned by John C. Calhoun’s grandson, the Four Corners
of the Law at the intersection of Broad and Meeting Streets, the Gibbes Museum of Art
and St. Michael’s church, Meeting Street is lined with significant structures and
residences associated with the history of politics, commerce, religion and art. From
architectural giants such as the Mills House Hotel to nationally recognized residences like
the Nathaniel Russell House, it is easy for one to bypass those buildings not marked, not
as big or hidden in the shadows of its neighbor.

When looking at maps of the Walled City of Charles Towne, the west wall of the
fortification ran parallel and almost over the roadway that is now Meeting Street.
According to transaction documents of the Huguenot Society in Charleston, Isaac

Caillabeuf acquired lots 308, 309 and 310 “on the east side of Meeting Street, facing the

* Butler, Nic. Walled City Task Force. 2010.



Wall.”® Lot 309, today 48 Meeting Street (Fig. 3), if within the original secured city,
could have been facing the south wall or the west wall, as the property ran to the edge of
Vanderhorst Creek, present-day Water Street, and potentially to the corner where the
south wall met the west boundary. There is also a chance that these lots were outside of
the Walled City, as most of the land surrounding Vanderhorst Creek was low marshlands,
an undesirable topography for construction. Historic maps show that this terrain and
waterway as immediately outside the west wall. After Vanderhorst Creek Street was
filled in and the wall taken down during the mid 1700s, the low, marshland of Water
Street became engulfed by landowners and real estate developers.

Whether the land of 48 Meecting Street was inside the secured city or outside
looking in, its history, story and experiences through the past 300 years makes it worthy
of recognition. Architectural documentation and residents’ records are severely lacking
for this property and structure. Exterior imagery and interior descriptions are almost
missing and hardly any directly acknowledge the existence of the structure or land. (Fig.
4) The Nathaniel Russell House sits directly across the street at 51 Meeting Street,
recognized as America’s finest example of Neoclassical domestic architecture and now
owned by Historic Charleston Foundation. Diagonal at 57 Meeting stands First Scots
Presbyterian Church with its flanking towers, Tuscan columns and ornate stained glass,
and just a few houses down at 59 Meeting Street, the sidewalk is absorbed by the massive
Greek piazzas that extend to the street. The three-story structure at 48 Meeting Street has
gone unnoticed in Charleston books, newspapers and even photographic reports of the

neighborhood and can’t help but be overshadowed by the surrounding architectural

¢ Van Ruymbeke, Bertrand. The New Babylon to Eden: The Hugenots and Their Migration to Colonial
South Carolina. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2006. 197.



landmarks. Meeting Street is home to some the city’s most significant architecture and at
the corner of Meeting and Water Streets, sits just one of the hundreds of residences that

define the historic district.
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steeply pitched, gabled roof. In the center of the gable, are two adjoining smaller square
windows, both six over six, double hung.

On the garden, or the south fagade, the house is dominated by a three-story, six
bay enclosed piazza that extends % of the length of the house. This section is enclosed by
two, six over six windows between each bay. Beyond the 6th bay, the piazza turns north
on a right angle one bay and proceeds along south fagade three bays. This section of the
piazza is also three stories, except the last bay has been enclosed in stucco to
accommodate an entrance on the east wall of the structure (see image attachments). This
section is enclosed by three, six over six windows between each bay. The piazza contains
fluted columns to separate the groups of fenestration and bulbous-shaped balusters along
a molded handrail, backed by wooden paneling, strengthen the horizontal lines running
along the south fagade. There is no exterior entrance to the piazza, as this section of the
home has been renovated to utilize its space in the interior floor plan. There is evidence
of a door once located in place of the 4th bay of the ground floor in the western section of
the south fagade piﬁa.

At the rear of the lot, the east fagade contains a modern entrance below the piazza
with an awning. There is a six over six window located on the third floor above this entry
and smaller one over one window in the attic story of the open-pedimented gable.

On the north fagade, fenestration is scattered throughout the three-story structure.
Starting from the east end moving west, the third floor contains nine, six over six
windows spread out almost evenly throughout the length of this fagade. This pattern is
repeated on the second story with the exception of a smaller, square six over six window

beneath the seventh bay and no window beneath the eighth. The first floor fenestration is
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quite different. Although the ground floor first two windows are imitated from the floor
above, there is no window underneath the third bay and there is a modern door and
awning, identical to the entry that exists on the south fagade, under the fourth. This floor
also contains a smaller, square six over six window beneath that of the second floor, but
also contains an entry door between the third story second and third bay. All floors
contain a six over six window on the eastern most point of the north fagade, in what
appears to be the bottom of the stair hall one would immediately encounter upon entering
the house. There are no headers surrounding the windows.

Servants® quarters, a carriage house and utility building are situated on the lot,

now blocked by yellow school buses and encircled with pavement.
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William Gibbes, William Roper and his son Robert Brewton.'® Simmons also owned lots
87 and 88 on Tradd Street, as well as land on John’s Island.

On January 25, 1770, just six days before his death, Simmons divided his property
amongst his five children in his last will. The structure that now sits on 48 Meeting Street
is approximately situated in the portion of land labeled section A as noted, given to
daughter Ann Simmons and containing 45 feet on the west side of Old Church Street.
(Fig. 7) Ann Simmons married Thomas Eveleigh, also a ship merchant and captain, and
in 1773 he became executor of her estate.

Six years after Eveleigh married Ann, he sold the property to attorney at law
Joshua Ward. Within the deed of July 8, 1779, the first reference to Meeting Street and
first record of the dimensions of the lot conveyed was established for this property.
Containing 45 feet on the west side of Meeting Street and 236.4 feet in depth, Ward
purchased this property for £13,000" and built a large three-story brick building with
several out buildjngs At the time of his purchase, Ward also owned propercy on John’s
Island, about 600 acres on Edisto I[sland, Brookgreen and Springfield Plantatlons where
he produced and sold rice and salt, lots on Montague Street, Elliot Street and Wentworth
Street, land south of Broad Street, in Cannonborough, parcels on the Combahee River

and a pew in St. Michael’s Church.?! As agent for a number of English merchants who

18 «A Provisional Guide to Manuscripts in the South Carolina Historical Society.” The South Carolina
Historical and Genealogical Magazine. Vol. 45, No. 3. South Carolina Historical Society, July 1944. 172-
176.

' Charleston County. Records of the Register Mesne Conveyance {(RMC), Charleston, SC. Deed Book B35,
194.

g’ Charleston County. Records of the Register Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, SC. Deed Book

T11, pg. 191.

*! Ward Family Papers. 1770-1850. South Carolina Historical Society. Charleston, S.C.
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Street were deemed as in good condition.’® The house was labeled as “vacant” at the time
of the report, most likely because the condition of the structure made the house unlivable
for Robert Adger.

In a comparison of an 1884 and 1888 Sanborn Map, there are drastic changes to
the layout and plan of the Adger’s residence. (Fig. 12) A house that once was a three and
a half stories and with varying widths between the front and rear of the structure now was
only three stories and a perfect rectangle. Outbuildings and extensions on the house were
moved and a piazza was added to the east wall. Within these maps, one also can notice
the renumbering of the street addresses, as 36 Meeting Street was then changed its
current address, 48 Meeting. An 1888 directory shows that Robert Adger moved back
into this rehabilitated structure and remained until 1892 when the directory records his
wife, Susan Adger, as a widow living at the address. In the years after 1892 through the
turn of the century, 48 Meeting Street is occupied by Robert Adger’s daughters, Janie,
Susan and William and in 1898 records show that Susan R. Adger is the only inhabitant
after the almost 50 year ownership of the Adger family.>” A Sanborn map of 1902 records
the structure as somewhat resembling its figure prior to the 1886 earthquake and depicts
an aerial view of the architectural plan we see in the current structure today. (Fig. 13)

The year 1904 saw for the first time in the property’s history a female dominant
conveyance. On July 11, 1904, Mary Rhett Simonds bought 48 Meeting Street from

Susan D. Adger for $15,000, significantly less than the Adger’s had originally purchased

* Report of Committee on Condition of Buildings after the Earthquake, with a List of Buildings that Should
Come Down [microfilm]. ¢. 1886. South Carolina Room. Charleston County Public Library. Charleston,
SC.

37 Charleston City Directories, 1888, 1892, 1898. South Carolina Room. Charleston County Public
Library. Charleston, SC.
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natural disasters and modern development. Throughout Charleston’s history, six out of
the ten owners of 48 Meeting Street at some point were memorialized by geographical
elements, forever preserved in maps, documents and plans of Charleston, South Carolina.
Recognized for successes in unique aspects of Charleston’s culture, 48 Meeting Street
saw a diverse group of powerful and influential men throughout the centuries, all of
whom called this land on the corner of Meeting and Water Streets their own. Whether it
was extra family land with access to a marsh, a space to rent to locals and relatives or a
place to call home, this property was been desirable to a group of owners that played

influential roles in the development of America’s Holy City.

Wharfs, Lanes, and Waterways

Historically, the name “Caillabeuf” can be seen in documentation and records
throughout the city of Charleston spelled as many as seven different ways. “Callybuff”,
“Caillaboeuf” and “Callabeuf “ are just a few of the examples of the several variances of
the French family name; yet there is one element within Charleston’ past development
and history that provides a starting point for researchers trying to pinpoint the accuracy of
the name. That element is Caillabeuf’s Lane.

Isaac Caillabeuf, onec of the twenty-two Huguenots who acquired Charleston lots
during the proprietary period, was a firm believer in citizenship and was a well-known
individual in the Huguenot society. He documented the first Huguenot record of voting in
May 1696 and was executor of a number of deceased Huguenots estates,*? He was

incredibly interested in the assimilation of his fellow Huguenot settlers and fought hard

“2 Van Ruymbeke, Bertrand. The New Babylon to Eden: The Hugenots and Their Migration to Colonial
South Carolina. 293.
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for citizenship of the Huguenots. French Huguenots were given full citizenship by the
Lord Proprietors but were not acknowledged by the local governing officials. Caillabeuf
filed several petitions for his fellow Huguenots, especially that of Jonas Bonhoste and
James Lassade. In March 1697, during ownership of Lots 308-310, the local government
acknowledged their demands for citizenship and out of list (known today as the St. Julien
Liste) of 154 Huguenots signing a petition swearing allegiance to the King, Isaac
Caillabeuf’s name can be seen next to number nine.*

During this early period of Charleston development, The French Huguentos
encompassed about a hundred of the eight hundred estimated in the city in 1690* and
perhaps Caillabeuf was a well-known man in the city as well, as the land he and his
family inhabited was given his family name. The Caillabeuf family had a dwelling with a
porch facing south “fronting the lane which runs to the Bay commonly called
Callibeauf’s Lane.”® Caillabeuf’s Lane, which was renamed Poinsett’s Lane and
eventually Elliott Street, was located on the eastern half of the road that is now still
present, between Bedon’s Alley and East Bay Street. (Fig. /6) Rachel sold the property
to Dr. John (Jean) Thomas and in the early 1700s, Caillabeuf Lane became known as

“Doctor’s Row.”*® Although Caillabeuf did have a direct influence on the original

roadmap of the city, the name is only savored through the history of his properties and

“ Ibid.

“ Ibid.

# «Callibeauf’s Lane.” Charleston Streets, A-K. South Carolina Room. Charleston County Public Library.
Charleston, SC.

% Van Ruymbeke, Bertrand. The New Babylon to Eden: The Hugenots and Their Migration to Colonial
South Carolina. 293.



27

proprietary mapping, as visitors and natives today still travel, unaware, on the original
“lane that Mr. Callybuff lives on.”*’

Ebenezer Simmons and his son-in-law Thomas Eveleigh were international ship
merchants, capitalizing on Charleston’s flourishing port opportunities and coastal
reputation in the mid 1700s. Simmons Wharf and Eveleigh’s Wharf, although non-
existent today, were evidence of the duos powerful and dominant existence on the
peninsula’s edge, sending and receiving cargo from the places such as the West Indies,
New York and Bristol.*® Believed to have been on the property where the Old Exchange
and Provost Building now sit, Ebenezer Simmons owned a brigantine named “Charming
Nancy,” which was built in Rhode Island and registered in his wharf in 1747, during his
time residing on Meeting Street. This wharf, which he purchased for £800 in 1738 and
later sold for £5,500 in 1767, provided such items as Philadelphia and New York goods,
cheese, beer, bread, spirits, wine, sheep and indigo seed.” Eveleigh’s Wharf, which
housed Thomas Eveleigh & Co. and a merchant store at the corner of Tradd and East
Bay, received Irish linen, window glass, negro pipes, felt hats, nails, hoes, vlvriting paper,
quills and even Glouster cheese. *°
Ebenezer Simmons and Thomas Eveleigh had a direct influence on the success

and growth the port of Charleston developed during its early decades and set the stage for

the expansion of business in these newly defined commercial districts. Through their

*7 Copy of Act No. 162 “An Act for settling a Watch in Charles Town and for preventing of Fires”
Charleston, SC.

8 «Charles Town, (South-Carolina.) Nov. 9.” The New-York Journal, or, the General Advertiser. December
21, 1769. New York, New York. America's Historical Newspapers.

* “The Geographic Spread of Charleston's Mercantile Community, 1732-1767.” The South Carolina
Historical Magazine. Vol. 86, No. 3. South Carolina Historical Society, July 1985. 205

% Advertisement in the South-Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser. February 12, 1784. Chatleston,
S.C. 2. America's Historical Newspapers.
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one of Charleston’s largest residences. Has the authenticity of the building been lost? Are
student of the First Baptist School aware they are sitting in the once bedroom of Otis
Mills or office of James Adger?

The significance of 48 Meeting Street can be viewed by its potential positioning
on the Walled City of Charles Town, but what may be more powerful is its importance in
relation to the people who inhabited it. The property served as home for men who were
declared the richest people in the state, owners who defined the geography and city
development and most of all, residents who appreciated the structure’s existence.
Together, nine familics make 48 Meeting Street worthy of acknowledgement and

recognition. These powerful individuals were the makers of Charleston history and that

history can be shared through the story of 48 Meeting Street.
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Ebenezer also owned lots 87 and 88 on Tradd Street, as well as land on John’s Island. He
also owned Simmons Wharf in the area that is now Easy Bay Street.

July 8/1779

Grantor: Thomas Eveleigh

Grantee. Joshua Ward

Book & Page: B5-194

Type: Lease and Release

Lot: 45’ on Meeting Street x 236°4” to the north x 45’ to the east x 236°4” to the south

Thomas Eveleigh was a merchant and sold the property for 13,000 pounds. In this deed,
Church Street was crossed out and replaced by Meeting Street. During the Simmons’
ownership of the property, Old Church Street may have been renamed as Meeting Street.

November 18/1845

Grantor: William Laval (exor. of Josuha Ward)

Grantee: James R. Pringle

Book & Page: T11-191

Type: Public Auction

Lot: 75° on Meeting Street x 180 to the north x 114 to the east x 182 to the south

Joshua Ward, attorney at law and agent for a number of English merchants who sought to
collect pre-Revolutionary debts of American citizens, died sometime between November
16, 1801 when he wrote his will and February 26, 1802 when it was approved, and
passed his property onto his family®. After the death of Joshua’s family, ownership fell
onto William Laval. Joshua also owned property John’s Island and Edisto Island,
Brookgreen and Springfield Plantations, lots on Montague Street, Elliot Street and
Wentworth Street, land south of Broad Street, in Cannonborough and on the Combahee
River.

James Reid Pringle purchased this property for $9,910.

January 19/1846

Grantor: James R. Pringle

Grantee: Otis Mills

Book & Page: Y10-905

Type: Conveyance

Lot: 75° on Meeting Street x 180 to the north x 114 to the east x 182 to the south

Otis Mills, a grain merchant owning O. Mills & Company, became one of the most
wealthy merchants and largest owners of real estate in Charleston during his time. He

#N. Louise Baily and Elizabeth Ivey Cooper, Biographical Directory of South Carolina House of
Representatives, Volume III, 1775-1790.































































