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GEORGE ROBERTSON HOUSE 2003
1 Meeting Street

c. 1846

Residence of Mrs. John C. Hawk, Jr.

The George Robertson House is one of the largest and most spacious "single"
houses constructed in antebellum Charleston. The single house plan calls for the
positioning of the house with the gable end facing the street and is usually flanked with
tiers of piazzas rising on the southern side of the main structure. The huge rooms and
lofty ceilings provided a maximum flow of sea breezes through the interior and the
piazzas shelter the interior from the direct rays of the sun. In this case, the piazzas are
recessed behind a brick screening wall which provides privacy from the original carriage
way and provides a symmetrical placement of window openings on the primary facade.
The house follows the Greek Revival style of architecture which was popular in America
from 1820 to 1860 and was remodelled in the 1870's and again in the early part of the
twentieth century. Later changes are evident in the doors with glass panel inserts. The
handsome pair of massive iron lamps that flank the entrance are believed to have been
copied from the Strozzi Palace in Florence.

ENTRANCE HALL

This antebellum mansion has two very unusual features. The entrance passage
was placed on the northern wall rather than in the center of the house, and its proportions
are unusually massive. The focal point of the entrance are the stairs which rise
dramatically for 22 steps to the second floor. The balustrade curves gracefully at the base
to form a bold S-scrolled newel. This imposing staircase and the flooring is constructed of
heart pine which is found in abundance in the Lowcountry.

Prints, Alice Ravenel Huger, part of a series on rice cultivation in South Carolina.
Tables, banquet ends to a family table brought from Virginia

Chairs, carved set of 12 from Orient

Dining table, from Orient (where owner grew up)
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DRAWING ROOM

The mansion has been privately owned by only 5 families since originally built 140
years ago. The builder, Robertson, a Scotsman sold the property to Williams Middleton
soon after construction. Middleton was the last of his surname to own the famous
Middleton Place Gardens on the Ashley River. The Middleton Family lived here
throughout the Civil War and sold the house in.1870 to the Ross family, wealthy
Philadelphia merchants and shipowners who held extensive property in Charleston and
in Philadelphia. The Ross family held the property until 1922 (52 years) until the death of
Miss Mary Jane Ross at age 90. Before her death, she established the Ross Memorial Trust
with the intent of endowing the house for use as a Museum in memory of her two
brothers who fought in the Civil War, one being killed while serving with the Washington
Light Infantry of Charleston.

Mrs. Ross had traveled extensively during her lifetime and the house was filled
with art works, collectibles and curjosities from throughout the world. The Trust was to
be funded by income from real estate holdings. This bequest was never realized. After
legal battles that lasted twenty-two years, the Museum Trust was abolished by the courts
and the assets were distributed to charitable organizations in Charleston and
Philadelphia.

The mansion was then purchased for $35,000 in 1945 by Mrs. Minnie S. Carr, who
also owned the property at 2 Meeting Street.  Mrs. Carr converted the house into
apartments but very carefully preserved and protected the ornamentation and
architectural elements of the earlier period. The Carr and Carrington families also
donated the wonderful band stand in the White Point Gardens to the city during this
period.

Mrs. Carr sold the property to the current owners, Dr. and Mrs. John C. Hawk,
who returned it to a private family dwelling and have lived here with their family for 43
years. It is not uncommon for the Hawks to have 24 for Sunday family dinner or for
special family holidays. After the Hawks purchased the property, the basement served
for a short time as the temporary home of "Miss Mason's School" an elementary day
school which is now located in modern buildings on the Ashley River. Mrs. Hawk, a
prominent Charleston lawyer, has been active in preservation efforts in the city and often
donates her legal expertise to preservation and conservation programs.

Tables, here and in dining room, from owner's families, from Virginia

Window box, made by friend, holds family photograph

Mirrors, gold leaf, in both rooms, were painted and when the seven layers of
paints were removed they were found to be gold leaf
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PIAZZA

The house commands one of the most desirable locations in Charleston -
overlooking White Point Gardens and the harbor beyond. The modern park (White Park
Gardens) can be traced to 1837 when the city rearranged certain streets to establish this
"pleasure ground". During the Civil War, the garden was torn up to erect the Battery
Ramsay and the King Street Battery, two military fortifications with earth works that
supported huge Blakely cannons - the largest weapons in the South. The families that
have lived here have witnessed some of the more turbulent events in American history
and have watched the evolution of the harbor from the days of sailing ships to nuclear
propulsion warships ply the Charleston harbor.
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On lts wide piazzas, friends
and relatives of William Mid-
dleton, last of his surname.
to own the famous Middleton
Place Gardens, gathered in

11,1 1861, to. cheer the firing
of a shot from Fort Johnson
inte Fort Sumter, heralding
the beginning of the Civil War.

The house survived that war
without a scratch, an amazing

to the Confederale hatteries.
in White Point Gardens just

. across South Battery. The

" the subsequent sale of its out-

o R

T

T e e S

legal war ended with jt ‘being .
converted into apartments and.

buildings.
-Today it is the residence -
of Dr. and Mrs. John C. Hawk
who maintain it as a single .
family residence, .
The late Empire Period -
residence rises high above its
English style basement. The
huge rooms and lofty ceilings

. probably’ give it more cubie

footage of space and fewer
individual rooms of any of
Charleston’s antebellum resi- .
dences, . ‘
A Scotsman, -John
Robertson, had the house built
In 1846. It is of solid con-.
struction, utilizing the out-siz-
ed “Charleston” brick made
at brickyards along tidewater
rivers, heart pine timbers and
flooring and cypress from
Lowcountry  swamps. Iis
builder | erected. solid brick
servants quarters to the north.
An annex that..extended to "
the west end of- the corner
lot was forn down in 1961
when the main house was
purchased by its present

- owners.

The ‘massive iron lamps

" flanking the Meeting Street

entrance to the house are
unusual and .*quite ernate,

. These probably were placed /

by interim owners. Robert-
son sold the house shortly .

" after it was built to William-

Middleton,
Middleton occupied it as a-

- town house until 1870 when

- be sold it to Mrs. Alexander
- Ross. The house then entered

"+ & period of fairly lonely oc-

“ Youth, 17, Charged

“into a King Street pawn shop

- months.

. Samuel H. Frierson said Jones

.8gainon July18. -

- cupancy, for the Ross family
consisted only of grown-ups,
During the late 19th and early '

With Grand Larceny

A Drake'Street youth has peen
bound over to General Sessions
Court‘on charges that he broke

twice during - the last two

Leon Jones, 17, appéared
before Magistrate Peter W,
Lempesis, who set bond at $3,000
on two counts of housebreaking
and grand larceny, ‘

Acting  City “Police Chief

is ‘accused of having broken into
Taylor's Pawn Shop, 609 King
St. the night of June 7 and
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" Medical Society of South

-silver attracted one of the |.
- largest: sales. crowds ever to

-setter that had won a’ prize

Miss Ross’s wlll, set up the
house as a museum in
memory of her brothers. Both
of them fought with the

.Confederate Army, one being ;

killed while serving with the '
Washington Light Infantry.
The reading of the will jn---
itiated one of the longest court
cases ever lo take place in
this country. It hegan shortly

-after Miss Ross died and was

not finally resolved until 1944.

The litigation resulted in the
museum trust's being abolish- -
ed. The Charleston Library
Society, the First
Presbyterian  Church, the

Carolina (Roper Hospital) and 4
Philadelphia  Preshyterian .
Hospital received what was,
left of the estate. Legal fee -
claims of $92,438.03 were
presented by the Charleston
law firm of Hagood, Rivers
and Young, and the widow
of a Philadelphia lawyer who
died during the litigation.
At that time (1944) this was |
the highest court fee ever '
awarded by a - Charleston -
court. The claim was nullified
on four occasions by the S.C.
Supreme Court and subse-
quently settled for about
$69,000, The estate amounted
to more than $360,000,
Auction of Miss Ross’s col-
lection of antiques and her-

attend an auetion here__ One-{
of the more fascinating items
was an iron statue of an Irish

at - the 1876 Philadelphia
Centennial Fair, If sold for -
only $15 however.

Miss Ross left another
antebellum  residence, 144
Wentworth -~ 8t., 1o the
American Red . Cross which
still maintains headquarters
there, . :
The house at 1 Meeting St
was bought from the Ross

estate for $35,000 in 1945 hy'| .

Mrs. "Minnie 8. ‘Carr, owner
of 2 Meeting Street just across
the ‘way. Mrs. Carr converted -

both the main house and its |

Bervants  quarters into
apartments,

One .of the tcnants during
the mansion’s apartment era
was a small elderly man, |
Joseph  Daniel Aiken, a
member of a prominent
Charleston family who had
spent most of his life in Con-

necticut. He retired * and -

returned to Charleston in 1927,
In 1944 he rented an apart-
ment at 1 Meeting Street.

Other tenants paid little at-

tention to Mr. Aiken and he | .-

lived very simply, Practically
everyone, including  hisg
nearest relatives here, were
aslonished when he died in §
1953 leaving an estate of about™]
$900,000. Aiken left each of

four nephews $1,000 each, but | ' .

the bulk of his estate was'
devised to The Citadel, with |
a request that it be used to
““ ". . 4
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hite House

the 1late 18th century, but
there are suggesfions that it
was Charleston’s only 18th
century Gothic dwelling house
and may owe its design to
James Hoban, the Irish-born

architect who built the White ~

House in Washington, D. C.

Izard (1742-1804) was a
fourth-generation descendant
of one of the great Goose
Creek planter families. He in-
herited considerable wealth at
an early age and went on
to school in England, at-
tending first Hackney and
finishing his education at

Do You Know
Your Charleston?

Cambridge University. The ef-
forts of Charleston = match-
makers fo acquire him for
their daughters after his Euro-
pean education failed, On a
trip north in 1767 he did,
however, marry the beautiful
Alice DeLancey of Westchest-
er, New York.

Two years later the couple
visited Europe and teok up
quarters in London. They re-
mazined abroad for a number
of years, during which time,
in the winter of 1774-75 in
Rome, a well-known portrait
of them was painted by John
Singleton Copley. If now hangs
in the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston.

By June 1773, with political
tensions rising, the Izards con-
sidered moving from London.
In 1777 they were in France

wheré Mrs. Izard remained

until 1783. Congress had ap--

pointed Izard commissioner to

the Court of Tuscany but the

European complications pre-
vented his being received
there.

Apparently there was dif-
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* Franklin and other Americans

in Paris. Izard decided to
return to America, reporting
first to Congress in the sum-
mer of 1780 in Philadelphia,
then starting foward his
southern home in 1781,
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After years of war and. se-
‘questration, Izard's South
Carolina ' estates were found
to be in bad condition. His

major seat was “The Elms”,-

some 17  miles from
Charleston,” Shortly after his
return, he wrote to Thomas

RALPH
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ZARD HOUSE BURNED IN 1828 -
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Jefferson, describing the quite
neglected state of this large
country place, Despite many
years of separation from his
properties and the long Euro-
pean Sojourn, it appears that
Ralph Izard had decided to
concentrate on developing the
holdings that had helped o
bring him such wealth.

Within a few years his ex-
cellence as a planter became
evident. The census of 1790
listed him as the second
largest planter in South
Carolina. He kept, at one time,
594 slaves on eight plantations,

-the size- of The Elms being

: 4,350 acres foward the end

of the century, - .
The need for a suitable fown
house must have been press-

- ing on him follownig the

Revolution,” We may probably
date the construction frem
1794 to 1800, as in that first
year there ‘are numerous
references .in "his lefters io
cutting lumber at The Elns

‘o be shipped to Charleston
for ““the house’,, and in 1"Y -

he wrote from Philadelphia
concerning the difficulty of

- buying ““25 bushels of plaster-

of Paris.”.

.Thé"-ci._ti';digectofy of 1794
. gives hi¥'namé-but no address
.for Charleston;; But in the 1801,

e 1802, and 1804 directories we

. fing-_ Tzard - Jisted as  “,

" & Meetitig Streéf, '
A The ‘possibilily of pointing

Enlarged fragment of engraving shows outline of dwelling.
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“to James~Hoban as being

responsible for the house

{ designs is based on a few

“ecoincidences.” The architect
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and there is a reference to
the rich planter visiting the
Irish architect in the early
1790s, Hoban was actually liv-
ing in Charleston in 1792 when
Izard may have been putting
together his first plans.
en the unusual quality of

the building, with its turrets
on . the east sides . and
unusually high parapet, sug-
gests a high European fashion
that might have been beyond
Charleston builder-designers of
that day. Family papers make
reference to a designer of
“genius,” which would fit
Hoban more closely than
many another local builder.

Even though Ralph Izard
was known to be “remarkable
for his taste”, and may have
been capable of working out
much of his own design, it
would seem likely that a proj-
ect of this size would require
the certain hand of a Eurc-
pean-irained professional.

Te judge from con-
temporary descriptions, the

' Fzard House at 1 Meeting St.

was certainly an imposing

“one. A.few years following

Ralph Izard's death, the dwell-
ing was visited by the Rev.
Abiel Abbot who wrote it up
in his journal as *‘one of the
most splendid mansions of this

‘city. It has three storfes and

piazzas above the basement
and circular  projections,
There is more than a usual
quantity of carved' and
ornamental work, tasteful,
however, and modest.”
Family tradition reports a
curved drive came up to the
front door which faced east.
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We may judge from a small
lithograph—apparently the on-
Iy existing illustration of the
house —that the piazzas stood
to the west, as there is no
evidence of a main enirance.
This would place the narrow
side with windows to the south
and the circular projection in
the lithograph at the southeast
corner.

In 1828, ten years after the
Rev. Abbot visited the house,
it was burned. Family tradi-
tion is that it burped on a
Sunday morning while the
family was at church and
the servants were not able
to organize the necessary ef-
fort to save the very grand
mansion which had been con-
structed by one of a special
breed of Lowcountry patri-
cians.

Baptists To Open
Conference Today

COLUMBIA (UPI) — More
than 2,500 Baptists from
throunghout the state are ex-
pected tio attend the annual
three-day conference on
evangelism opening in Columbia
today. °

Speakers for the conference
include Dr. William E. Hull,
associate professor of New
Testament interpretation at the
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; the
Rev. Sandy Ray, vice president
of the National Baptist Con-
vention, USA: and the Rev.
W.D. Lawes, associate director
of the Baptist Home Mission

Board’s Division of Evangalism.



1 Meeting — Empire period home has English style basement.

Meeting Street Mansion
Was Center Of Two Wars

The impasing mansion at 1 Meeting St. was
in the center of two wars, one military, ane
legol. Both made history in Charleston.

The legal battle lasted 22 years, five times
tonger than the Civil War which afso swirled
around the house.

On its wide piazzas, friends and relatives of
Williom Middleton, last of his surname to own
the famous Middleton Place Gardens, gath-
ered in the pre-dawn chill of April 12 to cheer
the firing of o shot from Fort Johnson into
Fort Sumter, heralding the beginning of the
Civil War.

The house survived that war without a
scratch, an amazing feat considering its
location in the lower part of the city which was
heavily shefled by U.S. batteries on Morris
Islond,

The legal wor ended with it being converted
into aportments and the subsequent sale of its
outhuildings.

The late Empire period residence rises high
above its English style basement. The huge

Brick.

‘sa”y- _ 4

rooms and lofty ceilings probably give it more
cubic footage of space and fewer individual
rooms of any of Charleston’s antebellym
residences. .

.. A Scotsman, John Robertson, had the house's
built' in 1846 It is of solid construction, ;
utilizing the "out-sized “Charleston’” brick
made at brickyards along tidewater rivers,
heart pine timbers and flooring ond cypress
from Lowcountry swomps. its builder erected
solid brick servants’ quarters to the north.
An annex that extended to the west end of the
corner lot was torn down in 1941,

The massive iron lamps. flanking the Meet-
ing Street entrance to the house are unusual
and quite ornate. These probobly were placed
by interim owners. Robertson sold the house
shortly after it was built to William Middleton.

Middleton occupied it as a town house untit
1870 when he sold it 1o Mrs. Alexander Ross.
The house then entered o periad of fairly
lonely occupancy, for the Ross family consist-
ed only of grown-ups. Ouring the late 19th
and eorly 20th centuries, it was occupied by
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Miss Mary Jane Ross, the last of her family,
who died in 1922 af the age of 90.

She had traveled extensively during her
lifetime and the house was packed with
mementoes from many lands. These included ¢
hand-carved cabinet created from ‘o mantel
that once graced an Indian rajah’s patace, o
set of hand-crafted silver from Kashmir,
Chinese and Jupanese antiques.

Miss Ross's will set up the house as @
museum in memory of her brothers. Both of
them fought with the Confederate Army, one
being killed while serving with the Washington
Light Infantry.

The reading of the will initiated one of the
longest court cases ever 1o take place in this
country. It began shortly after Miss Ross died
and wos not finally resolved until 1944 The
fitigation resulted in the museum trust being
ubalished. The Charleston Library Society, the
First Preshyterian Church, the Medical Society
of Seuth Carolina {Roper Hospital) and Philg-
delphia Presbyterian Hospital received what
was left of the estate. Legal fee claims of
$92,438.03 were presented by a Charleston
low firm ond the widow of a Philadelphia
lawyer who died during the litigation.

At that time (1944) this was the highest
court fee ever awarded by a Charteston court,
The claim was nullified on four accasions by
the S.C. Supreme Courl and subsequently
seftled for obout $69,000. The estate
omounted to more than $360,000.

Auction of Miss Ross’s collection of an-
tiques and her silver attracted one of the
largest crowds ever to attend un ouction here,

The house was bought from the Ross estate
for $35,000 in 1945 by Mrs. Minnie S. Corr,
owner of 2 Meeting St., just across the way.
Mrs. Carr converted both the main house and
its servants’ quarters inta opartments,

She leter sold the fiouse 10 Dr. and Mrs,
John C. Hawk. The former servants’ building
was sold separately and this smaller building,
now No. 3 Meeting St., has been remodelled
into o _charming residence.

The Howks occupy the main house as a
residence. A smaller unit ol the rear of the
South Battery vehicle entrance is now rented.

During existence of the mansion as an
apartment building, the basement was con-
verted into o restaurant. After the Hawks
purchased the property, the basement become
a temporory home for **Miss Mason’s Schoal”’,
@ private elementary day school now located
on Halsey Boulevard. A seasonal tea shop was
operated during the major tourist visitation
period for several years.

The house hes a hallway that is larger than
many modern apartments. Its broad stairs
sweep grondly upward ond its moin floor
rooms are connected by massive sliding doors,
enabling creotion of o huge space for enter-
tainment,

From its upper piazza, a magnificent view
of the harbor is afforded and the orientation
of the house, enst-west athwart the path of
Charleston’s sea breeze, plus its airy rooms
and large windows, make it an exceptionally
comfortable residence in one of the city’s
most desirable locations,
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" bookcase carved oyt of - s the-carved mahogany feature of the home is the
", walnut with an etched - rice” bedframe by the i entrance hall and its grand
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A ! - from the original carriage < ;- Memorial Trust, However, . A

Derchied on the cornerof ;. way, along with a 5
 symmetrical placement of
window openings on the ;
| facade. The home was 7%
. built'in the Greek Revival
style of architecture, and "

after her death in 1922, het
cquest was not realized
‘and legal battles gnSl}é;iQ b

Meeting and South Bactery
at One Mecting Street, the
Geoige Robertson House
towers over the oaks in
White Point Garden, It is

. Minnie S. Carr for $35,000.
Mrs. Carr lived next door
at 2 Meeting Strect and
turned her newest .. -
purchase into apartments.
¢ In 1961, the home was sold -
1o Dr. and Mrs. John C. #25
Hawk, who turned the 27
% home back into a private &2
4 home dwelling. They lived
there for 47 years. .~
. The home contains a .
variety of fantastic rooms, .
and one such room is the
library located on the
second floor. It features an -
amazing Chinese rosewood
table and chairs in the bay
flanked

spacious single homes =
constructed in antebellum
¢ Charleston, and cuts quite’
a figure in the Charleston &
skyline, (ERFRERT,
. Constructed in 1846 by
George Robertson, the
usual plan for a single
home calls for the
positioging of the house -
with the gable end facing
the street, and is usually .
flanked with tiets of (52
. ; piazzas on the southern.
.. side of the main strugture.
: . ¥n'this case, however, the !
 piazzas are recessed behind
.. a brick screening wall,
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shortly after construction
to Williams Middleton,”
who was the last of the
Middietons to own -
Middleton Place Gardens.”
The Middleton family
lived in the mansion 3
throughout the War
Between the States-and
sold the home in 1870 to

he Ross fa

==

f.

o

!
.
"

High, vauied ceflags n the master bedroom
: is & home the three piazzas, it is perfect |
for entertaining on a cool
autumn evening. - -

Tt ey sod 1 fm 3 bl

the entrance to the home -7 total of eight bedrooms, six. -
and are belicved to be of which are full, and two -
copied from the Strozzi | ‘bathrooms, totaling

Palace in Florence, Italy. ‘approximately 11,820 sq.

Origial majding above the hay winduws add
lvng roum, 7 |
‘* :Gaﬁtim;édfr:af page 13

3 o e aleady elegont

completely defines South
of Broad living — a Wi
; : ; ; celsy combination of rich history, : The home is exclusively -
- . '+ The home is a total of : ft. The groundsalso =™ e L L  Tyebhie Fis :
; - o R & 2E =xquisit t listed F
celhpgs a’:ﬁh‘s ;‘?’Y ha:dwopd__floors. five stories, with a one bed, ;. contain a onc bed, one and - ¢ g:;cg;n:ﬁg zrf:t%?gduﬁ]a;uw ¥ ﬁ;ﬁdsﬁlg?}g&r&ﬁcﬁ:j ;
fE’fClO:US:‘ - e {‘-amr}g' A pait of massive, .=, one bath ground floor % one half bath, 988-sq. ft. ¥ - With eorgeous and ** "%’ mav be purchased for |
e TR ah s, crizingl s heautiful iron tamps flank . apartment, and contains a * - carriage house. . gorges! Y oc bt '

ﬁréi)ldce’ in I;v:xqv.:isirtc
. condition along with
. original moldings and

Each room has towering

oat expansive views from all * “i; $5,495,000. %
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Condos at 1 Meeting St. defeated by preservationists
|
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Robert Behre, Nov 18 2014

The owners of 1 Meeting Street asked the City of Charleston for permission to make the large

home into three condominiums. They say it is to large and expensive for a single family. Brad
Nettles/Staff

The brick mansion at 1 Meeting St. won't be carved into three condominiums, as preservationists
and neighbors got their way Tuesday in a zoning battle that they say sets a precedent for the
city's grandest historic homes.

The 1854 home at Meeting and South Battery certainly has the space for more than one family:
Its 31/2-stories have eight bedrooms, cight bathrooms and atmost 12,000 square feet.

What do you think?

Should 1 Meeting St. be converted from a single-family home to condos?
Yes.
No.

No strong opinion.



And it held five apartments and even a museum at previous times before a Charleston couple
bought it in the early 1960s to raise their family.

The property has been listed for sale for $5.4 million, and its current owners and potential buyer

asked a city zoning board to give them a special exemption to convert the single-family home
into three residential units.

Their architect, Jonathan Thompson, argued that the home previously had many residences, and
it also has enough space to accommeodate the parking needed. City Zoning Administrator Lee
Batchelder also recommended approval, saying he toured the house and the applicants "have a
compelling case for three residential units on this property.”

The Board of Zoning Appeals voted 5-1 to deny their request.

Jay Williams of the Charles Towne Neighborhood Association said neighbors have multiple
concerns about the plan.

"I think most the neighbors are saying this is an iconic property in an iconic intersection in the
heart of the historic district,” Williams said. "If this property can be condominiumized, what is
next after that? ... We believe this is a self-created hardship.”
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The Board of Zonmg Appeals voted 5-1 Tuesday to deny a request to make the home atl Meetmg St. into three
condominiums. Brad Nettles/Staff



The city saw a spatc of large homes divided into condominiums in the 1960s, but Kristopher
King of the Preservation Society said those precedents should not count much today.

"I would argue those happened in another day and age than where we are now," he said.

Batchelder said the city's zoning code did not restrict single-family residential areas much until it
amended its zoning in 1966.

Other neighbors said the change would erode livability in that area, as extra cars, trash and
recycling bins compete for space on a street already crowded with the bustle of other residences
and visitors.

Louise Maybank, who lives at 8 Meeting St., said the board was making "a watershed deciston,"
adding, "Condominiums are anonymous. It loses its personality in the neighborhood, and we
don't need that downtown now."

Even if the change didn't affect the home's appearance from the street, others feared the loss of
authentic interiors as new elevators, kitchens and bathrooms were shoehorned into historic
homes built without them. April Wood of the Historic Charleston Foundation said some
condominiums often aren't as well-maintained because of the challenge of getting multiple
owners on the same page.

The home at 1 Meeting St. was owned for decades by Dr. John and Nancy Hawk. He died in
1999, and she passed away nine years later. She was remembered as a preservationist who felt so
strongly about protecting her home that she never installed central heating or air conditioning.

Williams said 1 Meeting St. is one of many large historic homes on a relatively small plot of
land, and he noted that the large Village Margherita home at 4 South Battery recently sold and
was renovated for single-family use. That shows a buyer could do the same just a block west.

Resident Adelaida Bennett told the board the city shouldn't grant waivers or variances simply to
create more profit for the owners.

"It may well be that the best and highest use for 1 Meeting St. is to tear down the building and
build a 20-story hotel there," she said. "but that is not permitted under our zoning or architectural
laws."

The owner withdrew a request for a variance to allow a three-story elevator and stair addition,
and air-conditioning units that don't meet the city's setback rules.

The house's three piazzas and southern windows not only look out over White Point Garden but
also the water. "If you can't sell this as a single-family house, then there's something seriously
wrong," Williams said. "If this can be broken up, geez, what can happen next?"



A city, or a museum? 1 Meeting Street controversy poses serious question for Charleston
Brian Hicks, Nov 23 2014
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The owners of 1 Meeting Street are asking the City of Charleston for permission to turn the large
home into three condominiums. They say the home is too large and expensive for a single

famnily. Brad Nettles/Staff

The South of Broad crowd says the Hawk family does not need to split their 12,000-square-foot,
$5.4 million mansion at 1 Meeting Street into three condos to sell it.

That could lead to Charleston's ruin, you see.



No, the neighbors say all the Hawks have to do is find a nice couple with six or seven kids, one
car, a disdain for air conditioning and a propensity for throwing formal balls.

Oh, and they need enough income to pay a $12,000 monthly mortgage (assuming $1.1 million
down) and nearly $18,000 a year in property taxes.

How hard could that be?

Last week, downtown residents persuaded the Board of Zoning Appeals to deny a request from
the Hawk family's potential buyer to convert the 8-bedroom mansion into three condos. That, the
buyers said, was the only way they could afford it.

Mind you, 1 Meeting Street is already divided into two units - the main house and an apartment.
The city supported the plan, but neighbors and preservation groups said they were afraid that
allowing condos in the historic home would contribute to traffic problems, leave - gasp - two
extra trash cans on the sidewalk and lead to a more transient neighborhood.

Because you just can't trust those shifty bottom-feeders who buy $2 million condos.

But mainly, they argued, this would set a terrible precedent. If a house this historic can be
chopped up, what's next?

You mean other than the B&Bs on both sides of 1 Meeting, the smaller, four-condo home a half-
block up the street, or all those multi-family houses on East Battery?

Please. All that talk of historical integrity went out the window when these folks said they were
fine with two condos.

But make it three and, well, there goes ye olde neighborhood.

Times are a changin'

The most ironic thing about this whole fiasco is that it's about the former home of Nancy Hawk.
Hawk was a pioneer in the city's historic preservation movement, a woman who led a crusade to
reduce the size of Charleston Place, stop the demolition of historic Market Street buildings and
reduce the impact of automobile traffic on the lower peninsula.

Hawk was once president of the neighborhood association that now opposes this move.

You would think she's done enough for this city's historic character.

Of course, the neighbors think it ironic that Nancy Hawk's children would go along with a plan
to alter the 1854 home she loved so much that she refused to add central air conditioning.



"Our choice would have been to sell it to someone who would keep it single-family," says Chris
Hawk, one of Nancy's sons. "She would have liked that, but when we bought the house it was not
single-family. It was five apartments - before we added 172 Meeting in the back."

Yes, 1 Meeting Street had already outgrown modern families by the 1960s when John and Nancy
Hawk bought the place as a home for their nine children.

Around that same time, a lot of the bigger homes South of Broad were being converted to condos
- and some jobs were admittedly better than others.

Today condos are all over the place down there. It is a shame, but that is reality. Few people can
afford the price tag and maintenance on these monstrous mansions from another era. Fact is,
none of the Hawk family can realistically afford to buy out their siblings and live in the home -
and the family includes doctors, a couple of lawyers and some pretty successful computer
programmers.

When folks with those credentials can't afford a house's upkeep - or tax bill - you have to figure
it might be a tad too big.

But several South of Broad folks told the Board of Zoning Appeals that the Hawks are crying
hardship over nothing. You know, anyone who's anyone can afford a mansion that's not even
quite a quarter the size of the White House.

Really? So it's not just the cruise ship crowd they consider riffraff.

Be reasonable
Historic Charleston Foundation was one of the groups that opposed the plan for 1 Meeting Street.

Make no mistake, the foundation is a great organization that has done a lot to make Charleston
what it is today. Winslow Hastie, the chief preservation officer for Historic Charleston, says the
foundation feels that altering a home of such a historic nature is not something they want to
encourage.

Even if the outside of the home remains largely unchanged, Hastie says, alterations to the interior
would be a horrible loss.

"While it's a large building, there are plenty of bigger single-family homes," he says.

But Nancy Hadley, one of Nancy Hawk's daughters, says they have had the home on the market
for four years and this potential buyer - who wants to live in one-third of the home and sell the
rest as two condos - is the first bite they've had.

Realtors have told the family for years to face reality and convert the home into condos.
Apparently, the buyer pool for $5.4 million 19th century homes that have not been modernized
and include formal ballrooms is kind of limited.



"We would love to sell it to someone who could keep it single-family," Hadley says. "Is it
reasonable to expect us to keep up the house for 20 years to find them?"

No, it's not. The real irony here is that in South Carolina - allegedly a big property rights state -
folks are trying to use burecaucracy to put unreasonable burdens on good citizens.

Yes, it is a historic district and it's very important to preserve it. But be sensible. If there were no
other houses South of Broad cut up into condos or converted to boutique hotels - next door -
these folks might have a point.

But the fact is Charleston is changing, and people have to accept that.

Charleston is not Colonial Williamsburg, it is a working, living city. They can't all be museums.
And this is a plan that would maintain the fagade of the house while bowing to what is an
economic reality for 99 percent of people. Three families are better than an empty mansion in the
heart of the city's most beautiful neighborhood.

There just aren't that many alternatives, and the Board of Zoning Appeals needs to recognize that
and reconsider. Either allow this, or you let people from off scarf up all the nice houses as trophy
homes (and let them sit empty much of the year) or have the neighbors and preservation groups
buy it. If we are going to be this strict on these homes, 29401 is going to have io be the richest
ZIP code in the country, or we're headed back to all that too-poor-to-paint, too-proud-to-
whitewash stuff.

The punch line here is that Nancy Hawk considered turning the home into condos - and even
talked to preservation groups about it. Her daughter, Margaret Hawk O'Brien, says in 2006 the
plan was to turn the house into two condos and an apartment.

At the time, O'Brien was thinking of retiring and moving back from Washington to Charleston.
Her mother offered to take the third floor and attic of 1 Meeting Street as her condo, and give her
daughter and son-in-law the first two floors. They would have continued to rent out the basement
apartment to help pay the taxes.

But O'Brien stayed in D.C. a while longer, and it never happened. Nancy Hawk died two years
later.

So basically, the queen of Charleston's historic preservation movement was just fine with seeing
her grand home turned into three separate living quarters.

"She would mostly be upset at the idea of adding air conditioning," Hadley says.

That's a family serious about historic preservation - but one that can no longer live in the past.
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Historic Evolution of 1 Meeting Street
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From: The Doors and Gates of Charleston by Jack Thompson

(above) Details of frosted glass
door panel, door knocker and
door knobs.

1 Meeting Street.
John Robertson House. 1846.
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