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CHURGH STREET
59 1990 thru 1999 Darryl L. Fonester (H) 1950 thru 1970 Henry P. or Juliett(j Staats (l-l)Á4 urÊhllßrlt ndü

presenationist Henry P. Staats was leader in the presenation of his adopted city, CharlÉltùtL Ì'l$ ûl(ivßd

here in the 1940 s after practicing architecture in New York, Caliþrnia and the Carolinai, mainly in tlut

residential field. He was a member of Charleston's zoning board and a founding ustee ttf Ili.slatlc
Charleston Foundation and the Church Street Foundation, both aimed at preserving the downtown

historic disttict. It was he who suggested that the city hire a pldnner and also consider zoning an areafor

high-rise buildings. Hewas apreiidept ofthe Carolina Art Association. As a sportsmanhewas interesled

inlhe presenationof Wild Animnls and aphotographer of note. Hewrote articles on huntinS in Africd and

Canctda. After a long bout oÍ ilt health he died in 1971. Hß wíft, Juliette Wiles Staats continued, his

interests in presenation by opening her home and garden for worthy causes in thatfeld and donated thc

housetothe Historic Charleston Foundation, 1940FraskE. Whitman (H) L910 thru 1930 A H. W. Buggle

1901 Matthew Revel

601990 thru 1996 Dean P. Andrews 1950 thru 1980 (rear)The Little SchoolThiswell knownpre-school center

brought the rtr$ tuste of educational d.iscipline to many Charlestonians. The school prepared tots Jor
entrance into the primary graàes, somz youngsfers sturfing there as early as age three. The school later

mnved to St. Philips Church's Sunday School buitding further up Church Street. 198O Hattie S. Logan

1970 Mrs. M.K. Ha¡d 1960 Miss Louise Hanahan 1940 Hugh M. Branham 1930 Vacant 1920 R. S. Small

1910 M¡s. C. H. Laurens 1901 George T. Hudson

61 1960 thru 1999 First Baptist Church Private School, rear !901 thru 2fiì0 First Bapúst Church A¿

ed.ucational building wds constructed on this graveyard site in 1950. Important stones were presented

along the south walbway of the school.

62 1999 H. B. Grogorie (H) 1990 Mrs. Henry P. Staats (H) (see 59 Church Street) 1980 Paul C. Ca¡kson 1960

thru 1970 Mrs. KasparaThelning (H) 1930 thru 1950VictorF. Thelning (H) 1920W. S. Haningfon 1910

W. E. Renncker 1901 A. L. Brodie

64 1970 thru 1999 Herbert R. Stender, Jr. (H)

65 (see 61 )

66 1996 Church Street Interiors 1990 ASID Interior Decorators 1970 thru 1980 Henry W. Miller, Jr. (H) f 960

Joseph Maybank / Belle Brice / James Capers 1950 Wanen Ripley (see 9 3 King Street) / Ioe . E. Hammett

Jr. 1940 thru 1960 Carolina Handicrafts / M. A. Moore / Martha Pinckney 1930 S. D. Palme¡/B. B ' Kinloch

/ Mrs. F. M. Kjng , studio 1920 C.P. Gadsden Moving to Ch¿rle ston with his Ídmily when he was about 15

years old Chrislopher Phiþ Gadsden was bom at lhe Wdlworth Plantation in Eutawville. He Spent ,nost
-of 

his liþ working in the dry good.s business, traveling though the state as a sales representative Íor the

Richmond Dry Goods Co. of Richmond ,VA.,He was married to the lormer Louisa Pnoleau of Beaufort.

Their wo daughters were Mrs. Charles H. Woodward and Mrs. John E.F. Maybank Their son,

Christopher Jr. ,was killed in training d.uring WW 11. /W. S. Gaud (s ee 53 South Batiery)The sonof W.S.

Gaud, Witlíam S. Gøait Jr. became head of the Agency lor International Del)elopment (AID) during the

Johnson administration and was nahed executive vice president and chièf operatinq officer of the

Intcrna1iolú! Finance Corporation, an affiliate of The World Bank, in 1961. His duties includ'ed seeking

privûte concems in the world's richer nations who are willing to invest in the poorer ones. l9I0 Mts. A
L. Desaussure 19ü) Mrs. J. P. DeS ansswe, ffice of British Consul

CLD øoe6wt cfift{"}ffirÐN M:nW*Wøw

Brenner, Betty; Brenner, J. Francis. The Old Codgers Charleston Address Book, 1900-1999, vol. 
2 (Charleston, S.C.: Old Codgers, 2000)
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kemmons
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GETS STAY OF EXECUTION -il32/!YIThe city's'Boarrl of Architectural Rèview has delayed threatened de.moütic

of this house at 66 Church St- for g0 dtys, beginning Mar. 12, to allow historic
or preservation groups to purchase and restore it. Owned bv I\Irs. Norma C. Sten.
der, the house ls:Isted as "gorthy of mention" in ,,This is Charleston." Lo-
cal historian Samuel G. Stoùey says the house was probably built in 1?Bã by
John McCall, at that time Charleston.City ITeasurer. (Photo by Smith)

t¿,¿,2,"'^-c¿ ó ?**

News & Courier, April 30, 1964



66 GHURCH STREÈT

Laura Sparks

Preservation Field School
Dr. Michael Scardavllle

UniverslÈy of South Carolina
July l' 1987



66 CI{URCH STREET

The earliest mentlon of 66 Church Street I was able to locate ltas an item

in Ëhe will of Anthony MaËhews' Ìrrltten 1n 1730 and probated ln 1735'l "I glve

and bequeath unLo ny son Benj amln Matheh'es hls helrs and assigns forever' all

that rûy parÈ or parcell of a 1oÈt of land ln Charles Towne aforesald fronÈlng on

Ne¡¡ Church street aforesaid and lying opposlte to land on which the anabaptlst

MeeElng house is No!¡ butlt wblch Lott formerly belonged to Thomas Rose deceased

togeÈher with the House, Buildlngs and all other lmprovements thereon"'2

Benjanln was noÈ Yet twenËY-one.

In Benj arnin Matheh'sr ltllL, wrttten 18 Apr. 1754 and probaÈed 13 l'tay 17553'

he states "I glve devise and bequeath unÈo my dearly beloved Son Benj arnln

MaËhews ... all thaÈ ny Brtck Tenenent or Messuage wherein I lately 1lved "'

r¡lÈh the ground and improvements containlng by Estination forty-three Feet of

Land Front on Church SÈreet and one llundred and Ninety slx feet Deep measurlng

from WesÈ to East and the Front Part of the said l,oL or ground to neasure fron

North to South beginnfng at the Southernmost slde of Èhe A1ley or Arch that

parÈs Èhe said Messuage or Tenem.t from another Messuage or Tenement t"thich I

used as a Kltchen ...."a This will also mentions two other aons' Isaac and John

Raven, and a man naned John Chapman from ¡¡hom he purchased â lot of land on

Church Street t¡hich he gave Èo John Raven Mathews 1n hls w111'5

On 16 August 1779, Benj antn Mattheers' Esq' and wlfe leased the proPerty

"together wíÈh all and Singular' the house, ouÈhouseq' rt'ay of paths' passages'

prlvltedges, easenenÈsr conmoditles, advantages' Eüoluments' rlghts, mernbers and

appurtenances ..." to Capt. Thomas NewboId. (Deed Book 85, p' 527)' Then lr1



1784 Èhere are several very confusing and seemlngly contradictory deeds

betneen capt. Thonas Nenbold, his rqido¡¡ Sarah, and John McCall' Jr' in Deed

Books 48, pp. 119-I24 and R6, p"44O' For Èhe deed in R6' p' 440 between

John I,t. McCa1l, Jr. and Thomas Newbolit on I May 1784' Nathaniel Russell and

John George lfayer were wltnesses'

John McCaII' Jr. owned the proPerty' finally' although I vlas unable to

locate the deed that recorded the transaction' In his willt he left the

property to his widordt Anne. Anne, in her w111, lefÈ 1È to her daughÈer

HarrfeÈt (Mcca1l) Heitbron.T when HarrletÈ dled, the ProPerty vtenÈ to Beckman

McCall, her brother, and hls ¡'r1fe'8

AnneS.tlccallandBeckDanMcCall(unknoÌrnrelatlon6hip-narrledor

slbllngs) sold the ProPerÈy "on the east slde of Chur ch Street bethteen LonglÈude

and stollrs A1ly opPoslte the Baptlst Church, measuring and contalnlng ln fronE

on church Street 82 ft; on the back or East llne 79 ft' ar.d in depÈh from l{esË

ÈoEastl3Sft.moreorless.ButÈingandBoundingNorthonlandnoworlateof

thecom¡ûercialwharfandcoÈtonPresscornpany;eastonlandno!'orlateofthe

comrnerclal t¡harf and (þtton Press conpany; souch on land now or late of Matthew

Reveli h'esÈ on Church Street"' to MatÈhes¡ Revel 14 March 1881 for $2175 (Deed

Book K l8, P. 105).

. Revel Èhen sold Ëhe land to Janes P' De Saussure ln 1893 for $5'000 (W2l'

p. f38). It passed Èhrough tl¡o generations of Lhe De saussure farotly by wtll'

then lras sold 7 Novenber 1936 to }lllliam waÈts Ball by Janes P' De Saussure and

others (Deed Book K39, P. 286). Fay I'¡ltte Ball' Wllllarn's daughter' sold the

properÈy to Norma c. Stender on 2 November 1960 for $25'000 (Deed Book G72' p'

65). Norma c. stender sold the ProperÈy to Will1am Henry Mlller' Jr' 17 June

1964 also for $25,000 (Deed Book P80, p' 176)' Robert I' Mlller recelved the



property through I.I. Henry Mlller, Jr.,s wll1 and sold iË to the Present owner6,

J. Floyd Tyler, et al. lI october 1985 for $250,500 (Deed Book hrr48' p. 143).

samuel G. Stoney staLed ln a plece for the newspaper that he belleved John

Ètcca1l builË the house circa 1785 when he was clty Treasurer.9 In 1782, John

McCall, insurance broker, Lras ltsted in the ciËy..direcÈory as residing at 77

Church StreeÈ. In t790 and 1794, John McCa]l, City Treasurer' was resfdlng at

1I0 Church Street. Also, in 1790 Benjaurin MãÈEhews' planter, was reslding at

108 church street next door to Mcca1l. In 1801, Ann McCa1l, widoÌr, reslded at

ll0 Church Street. In 1790, I10 Church streetr now 66 Church Street' without

doubt , contaÍned a house.

In Êhe tÌ{o r¡1lls before 1770, the house is descrtbed as brlck. The house

currently standing ls frane wlth an enclosed pLazza ar¡d is nearly ldentlcal to

the others on that slde of the sÈreeÈ. Thls area rrtas affected by the flre of

1770. The current house could have been bullt bet!úeen L77O and 1779, when a

deed nakes reference Èo a house. However, the Sanborn urap of 1902 seems to

lndlcate that the house ls brlck and frane. It is pecullarly colored yellow but

outllned in ptnk, as if to suggesÈ a brlck house covered wfth frame boards' It

1s only one of three or four on that page lndicated ln that manner. PerhaPs the

house survived the flre and was framed over the exisÈlng brlck.

- unfortunately, I did noÈ arrive aË a deternlnatlon of who bullt the house

or when. Ilrhile Sanuel Stoney 1s a very respecÈed Challeston researcher, I would

have to say he placed Èhe buildlng of the house a llttle late. It was standlng

aÈ least by 1779 and 1f it survived the fire of 1770, even earlfer than thaÈ. I

would also have to say, based uPon ny research, John Mc0all dld noÈ build the

house, since a house was mentioned ln a ¡latthews-Newbold deed (F5, 527) In

1779, several years before John McCal1 appeared in any deeds. If lt were

burned in the 1770 flre, then Benjamln Matthevts probably rebuilt lt



afterward. If it survived che flre, iË mlght have been bullt by Anthony

l4atÈhelts, Benj aurin's grandfather, a wealthy planter. But I feel he bought it

also, possibly fron the Thomas Rose mentioned 1n his w111' The whole chaln

may go back Èo lJilllam Chapman who was granÈed "ToL7n Lot 78" on 5 october

168f by the King.l0 "Town Lot 78 "included nearby Parts of Church Street and

mav have Íncluded what is now /166.

FUTURE RESEARCH

lfore tlme deflnttely needs to be spent analyzlng the wording of Ëhe deeds

and drawing diagrarns of the lot configurations and adjacent ProPerty owners'

A1so, 1f Èhere are any records documenting house nunber changes for the streett

they could be very helpful. A determination needs to be nade regardlng the date

of the other sÈrucÈures on the street and a brick house (the aforenentloneal

kltchen?) across the alley frorn 66 Church. one fllghL also contact the Present

owners to see if they have any information gained from remodeling or other

sources. Sanborne maps need Èo be explored; only one htas glanced at ln the

orlginal search. Research into the personal papers of occupants n18hÈ provlde

the needed clues; Èhere are several fÍles aË the SouÈh Carollna Hlstorlcal

Soclet.y Èhat look pronlslng.

Laurâ L. Sparks
1402 S. Pecos
Columbla, ù1O 65201
(314) 449-8573



END NOTES

1. Htl1 of Anthony Mathews' Charleston County Probate Offlce' Book 3' p' 214'

WrlÈLen ll Aug. 1730. Recorded 8 oct' 1735'

Z. Will of Anthony Mathews, P. 217

3. Will of Beniarnln MatÈhev/s ' charleston Couäty Probate offlce' Book 7' p'

347 .

4. will of Benj amin Matthews' pp. 347-8'

5. W111 of Benjamin l"latËhews ' p. 348.

6. tlllL of John Mccâll, Charieston county Probate offlce, Book 28' p' 96'

l,¡rtÈÈen l7 98. Recorded 1801.

7. Will of Ann McCaII, Châïleston county ProbaÈe offlce, Book 36, p' lo24 '
Recorded 29 Jute L824.

8. 1852 Tax AssessnenË. /146 and /148 Church Street'

g.Folderon66ChurchStreet'SouÈhCarollnaHlstoricalSocleÈycollections.

10. Folder on 62 Church Street' South Ca¡ol1na Historlcal Soclety Col-lectlons'



Grantor:
GranCee:
Date:
Conslderatlon:
ProperÈy Desc.:
Source:
Other :

CHAIN OF TITLE

Miller, Robert I. AS TRUSTEE

Tyler, J. Floyd et al.
I1 ocE. 1985

$2s0,500
Below (Plat Book N, P. 64)
r,r148, I43

Start: "Polnt F on said PlaÈ and golng Èhence ln a NorÈherly
dÍrec¿ion along Church Street forty-two and four-Èenths (42'4) feet
to Polnt J; thence frorn sald Point tn an Easterly dlrectlon along the

lanãs of Ad"l"id. P. O'Nefll, No. 68 Church Street' one hundred

thirty and seven-tenths (f30.7) feet to Poínt-K; thence from sald

PolnÈ ln a Southerly direction along the lands of M'A' and C' S'

Bernsteln' thlrty-nÍne and one-ËenËh (39'l) feet to Point E; thence

fron said polnÈ Ín a westerly dírection one hundred thlrty one and

.igha-t"ttait" (131.8) feet along tlo. 64 Church .street to Point F' the

poi.rt ot beginnlng; be a1I of ihe sald dLnenslons, a llttle more or

less.

GranÈor:
Grantee :
Date :
Conslderation:
Property Desc . :
Source :
OÈher :

Stender, Norma C.
Miller, l^1. (w1Lllan) Henry' Jr.
17 June 1964

$25,000
Same as above
P80, 176

Grantor:
GranÈee:
DaÈe:
ConslderaEion:
P-roper ty Desc . :
Source:
OÈher :

8a11, Fay lll tte
Stender, Norma C.
2 Nov. 1960
$2 5 ,0oo
BeIoÌ\'
c7Z, 65

Start: "On the East side of
Stollts Altey' opposlÈe ¿he
numberlng of streeÈs ln the

Church Street' bethteen Longltude Lane and

¡'irst Baptist Church, and known ln the ptesent
Clty of Charles¿on as No. 64 and 66 CHIÍRCH

STREET.
MEASURING AND CONTAINTNG in front on Church Street, elghÈy-two- (82r).feet;

on the back or East line sevenÈy-nlne (79') feet; and ln depth from I'le6t to

East one hundred thlrÈy-eighÈ (138') feet; be the said dinenslons ¡nore or

1ess.



BUTTING AND BOUNDING on the NorÈh on lands novr ol late
and Cotton Press companyi on the East on lands now or
Wharf and CoÈton Press Company; on the SouÈh on Lands

Matthew Revel; and on the l'Iest on Church StreeËi

of Conmercial Wharf
l- ate of Conmerclal
nohr or late of

Grancor:
Gran¿ee:
Date 3

Conslderation:
ProPerty Desc , :
Source:
Other:

De Saussure , Janes P.
Ball , W. (!ü11-1iam) W.

7 Nov. 1936
$r0, 500
SAME AS ABOVE

K39, 286

et al.
(waæs )

GranËor:
Grantee:
Date :
ConslderaÈlon:
Property Desc . :
Source :
0ther :

Revel, ùlatthew
De Saussure, James P.
15 May 1893
$5 , ooo
B ELOI,¡

wzl, 138

On east slde of Church StreeÈ between Longitude and SÈollrs A1ley opposlte
the BapÈlsË Church, neasuring and 'contalûing ln front on Church Street 82

ft; on the back or East Line 79 fÈ. and ln depth from West to East 138 ft'
fnore or Iess.
Buttlng and Bounding North on land no rnt or 1aÈe of the Cornmerclal Wharf and

Cotton Press conpan!; east on land now or late of the Courmerclal Wharf and

Cotton Press cotpa.tyi South on land now or laEe of Matthew Revel; west on

Church Street. The same belng the lot conveyed to me by Anne S' Vccall
and others by deed dated 14tÈ March A'D' 1881 and recorded ln Book K l8'
I05. (prevlous lnformaÈion Is noÈ transcrlbed exactly as lt ls wtltten
in the deed ).

NOTE: Land to the east now owned by Comurercial Wharf and Cotton Press company

wås oÌ,Jried bv the l-lccallr s .

GranÈor:
Grantee:
DaÈe 3

Conslderation:
Property Desc. :
Source:
Other 3

McCall , Ann S. and Becknan Mccall
Revel, Matthert
14 March l88l
s2,17 5

SAME AS ABOVE

Kl8, 105



Grantor:
Grantee:
DaÈe:
Consideratlon:
Property Desc. :
Source:
Other :

John W. MeCa1l' Jr.
Thonas Newbold
I May 1784
450 É Sterllng
SAME AS ABOVE

R6, 44O
¡4ortgage; Nathaniel Russell was '.¡ltness and John George l'layer

Grantor: Newbold, Thomas (Marlner )
Grantee: McCall, Johnr Jr. Esqulre
Date: I March 1784
ConsfderaÈton: l0 Shllllngs Sterlfng
Property Desc.: BELoW

Source: A8' lI9
Other:

contalnlng by esÈlnatlon 43 feet front on chutch street, 196 ft' depth
neasuring from l^7est to easti North to South beglnning at the southernmost
side of ãn a1ley whlch formlrly starÈed that from the adjolnlng lot buÈtlng

and boundlng Èo the EasL on lanã of Thomas Burks' Èo the west on Church,

Street aforesald' oPPoslte the old BaPtist meetlng' to the North-on land of
Ann Freer (wldow of Benj. MatÈhews dãc.) and to the souÈh lots of John

Raven MaÈÈhews, deceased.

Grantor:
GranEee :

Date:
ConslderaElon:
Property Desc . :
Source :

OËher:

l4atthews, Benj amtn Esq. and wife
Ne!¡bo1d, Capt. Thonas
16 August 1779
5 Shilllngs
SAME AS ASOVE

F5, 527
Matthews l1ved 1n John ColleÈon County

"Together wlch all and Slngular, the house' outhouses, way of paths'
pr"""g.", prlviledges, easeurenÈã, Comnoditles, advantages ' Emoluftentst rlghÈs'
me¡nbers and appurtenances. . . "
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Historic Charleston Foundation Festival of Houses & Gardens; tour interpretation 
script















66 Church Street After Hurricane Hugo.  Hurricane Hugo Damage Assessment Survey, 
Margaretta Childs Archives at Historic Charleston Foundation




