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^prior.to-1800, 
the Federal-ceorgian DO YOU KnOWresidence at 58 South Battery had a;; ih"ïf¿;"R'i,åi' ;,t'::iåff å TÌ:lå'ìlr"',""i yo u r Ch o r I e s to n ?

lil"g Ih"," Chårteston fell to the British in l?00anoïas placed aboara a prison trutt inõtraiiesiãnflarDor.

^ 
l^!1le-a lrisoner, he could have been one of theA-rn_encans nursed by the mother o¡ presideni Ànlo-rew, J ackson, Elizabettr .lactson, wtro volupiàerËä

Io ¡elp w¡th.t¡e prisoners aboard the jntamåus anã
î,"19..t_oJ:ty 

il-sla f f ed prison t 
",,... 

ruir. 
-]ãì¡..ãn

qreo wh¡le nursing on the ships and *"s ¡uircà-inan,uJ¡maÌked grav-eoutside tlie city limits. 
-- --- "'
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.A¡¡er 

.rne.war, John Blake became president of
:l:,rTnk" ol th€ State of South Carolina and-Li-
:rar:d a factor's 

-office. He also served i"ìt,"'sìiir,uarolrna_General Assembly as a legislator andäsenatgr. Tt¡e South Bay tot rämaineà üac"ntiöìião:cades and.Blake-maintained a residd;;;kj;;
ùr"reer until he-builr the house at 58 So"ih B;;. ì;
ìüìår,ì""iiillåiìåjn 1800, beins ri,t"¿ ìñ"id ii
.^T¡:_{911. qþI".House is unusual in Charleston
Decar¡se ofits,,L" shape. It is construcled 

"i;tp;;;;ano_he-all p¡ne on a bricÌ basement that, in,itsett.rs-utrusual in much of the old city. H"w""e;,-ú;
rano along South Battery is ratheitow ana suú¡eciro me torce of huricane q¡inds and tides, ¿he laíür John Blake House, 59 South Battery St.

Steff Photo by Tom Spain

H9^^lape Makes Brake House stand outBy JACK LELAND
Post-Cou.¡6r Bepoter

-^i*tllíüi;r.ro-r800, the Federar-ceorsian Do you Know ::iåTlfrTffiîå ä#"so 
manr houses in that area

residence at 58 South Battery had a;; ih"ïf¿;"R'i'åi';,t'::'"åffåTÌ:låiir"',ä your chorleston? d:#"i"",ffåmyrur:n';fj"Ë3å",1å,:îå
.. An advertisement ror its sâre ¡n 1816 described 

- 

ffilfttri::å$'ä:iii1i""ifj."åfîå1"",::ft,r?it as .,That commodious ana pleasantiy situåiãä tu."¿ when Chartes. h

.;,;1, * *:i-üll*¡'-",1ri""*" wenr.on ro and was praced abollå "t||3",1;,,p1*,:l*-lTlg 
åfi"r""H"'i:T;"#iriï:a" mor¿ines an¿ mããiir¡onì,house and lot, No.6, sãu r' Ë"i';:""':".r 

ùrLudlcu tured when charleston fell to the British in l?00 ;ñ"r'"H",i:T;îfriri:ï:a" moldings and modilrions,
state. tl 'i "nó conväi";:ä 

";:' i""",li""si""il:1, li fXori?tot"ced 
aboard a p.i"o" riiru.liõ'ri"ïL'.1åi Masonry sreps \ïirh wroushr-iron.ra'inss lead ro"ïii',:tf""*:å!"J,?i iglåÏ'ü-", . white a prisoner, he.courd have been one of the i^ll"jt ",,1t 

¡o; ir';"dåìã"åËå""îå'."icar entrance
*"y. rdiï"á'u"r. tËä:iäËi"-p""^#i::åXi$#ïå: åff1i:,"i"#ç*lf-ll",l",gg e{Þä¡Èrîil: i3:åflåirlä"::ij,Ì.11|3",Hlf-:'_':*,ú;ì-Ëäãìiäit*i'"ätiËïùrtåiä i:î^"-svstem 

be- drew Jackson, Eriza;"61;l:ir.ii,T, Tr'ãä'iJn'il'"ijä fll'.L3l! !¡. up',ri.s on" h,ve üenã", pinars and
ln 1800, south Bay isaftàïrïi,îî'"f]ÎL" , to help with the prison"r".abo"rd-ihó'ini;rËil:ïä 

i,1t:1"å::..0,T9 Ï:ide the piazza, ònã reãlizes urat

I.enwooa',rourävãi.í;Ë.i#äTii:f'Jä:åï'l""iiåT.ffjy":l'""....T'^"l.tl.:ii;Ë:üi:..i:iì#i3;3j.I*ii-"¿.,l"lt';"19.1t1l."!¡-"¡]*'t.,T'säïJ
F"iî3ì,*iT:å:"fyfîiåir;Tfi:""+:i:iåä l;"f"îl]li*!'.':g l!",:111i"åti:" bi:i'iìÎl liåil',";"'ä',ffî"'.'*Xï,ilfi"iÈ'*'":.**i;it
;ù;"";;ildi:h.äift.1'äi*É:i,ïi'"åä:JT; ,njfi;tT,îi:,J,"jå:i;k"*ïlli,'jiì:'""*:l åii:,'ui,jilXjÍ::,!;¡å""1,:,'ffi",,;"*liij",*l;

-rh-e 
creek rorked iust north or sourh Båv,"¿tn" 3lltirdi"åjê:ti"ïfi[:,åtì;:: '""ïËr,"ir,*" jijtl d"ït r_,,"."";",i,åÉit,, liäJjig,fl:,'1r"":3iì;

H1"ì,,:::Ëliidtiliüäi'*'ü:"¿}fÉii:.îai *låi"":îffBT;"¡x;av.rorrbmainedüac"ntiöìiã feer 
on Ihe secona n;;;';äãï;.'"ar d,âwins

rne nlleû-tn creek and marsh.'Bet!
and rhe Ash,ev Riv". *,*, """,.-ll"l"!1-,":::l 

street unt' 
" *rf,i'lf;f: lilftilî;gj*iå i!¡i-,r:q]:ååif"J:i"J.ï:""1"i""'ltf.lå','."r":å;Jiiand the Ashrev Riv"' *"" ' """'"i'ã"croffi n¡Ï¿""ru1*lå"i"åü:"'å'i:''i,iåf,fåJ; ii ã;ililr,Ïäiii"...'"ifiåå,fïrj"J'fÉl{å"J,i:

äitjrü:ifiËi:äiid"*a -Hå,]î!l-1,¡-991¡*,ea r¡" .¡-"iîsìàiä House is unusuar in charreston ;Ìi::.*91 a ribrary. wh'e the õìttri room on t¡e

lffii:åkl;å:i ä,"","ï:,:::::î:i: ïÛ:å,ïi**ttielrr'"".:H:ri,'rt;fl'#,ì: 
'U,,{*ftll,l,lUi'*hi*ri'f,;:l'r":rm,"

tot at No. 58 sÕuth B"i tüíri.-.ã-"ìöji'9 
rarrrv large is unusual in mu.h.of ure olo cìiy. iñü;ïi'¿ me tamilv silver was on dìsplay.

" -".¡"iãiì¡;c-üí¡î*t,iffiiihfilif,fi låiiå"e"iå"r:i'J"SilHrti:ì*iid,:rlirii'ä
See Blake House, page 2-B



...Blake House Stands Out
Cont¡nued From Page l-B
Sometime after Blake's death. the
first-floor front room became the
main drawing woom with the addition
of a regency-styled wooden manfle. It
is rather elaborate with Aeome¿ric
moldings, sunbursts ând foliation.
The other rooms have the orisinal
Federal mantels with dentil mol-ding
and pilasters. The main rooms hâve
Federal overmantels and Daneled
wainscot. The doo¡s and windows
have simDle surrounds.

The siairhall hâs a Federal
staircase with handrail and slender,
rectangular balusters. The wooden
cornice in the stairhall is styled with
candlelight moldings alternately
marked right-side-up and upside-
oown.

The exposed beåms in both attic
and basement are hand-tooled and

the residence was occupied by Emma
and Julia Ryan.

After Julia Ryan's death in 1914, it
was occupied by Emma Ryan until
the early 1920s when Henry \{. Frost,
a cotton broker, purchased it, In 1930,
Rees F. Fraser,-manager of á fertil-
izer and chemical company, was liv-
rng mere.

A year later, Mildred F. Brawley,
widow of U.S. District Judse William
Hiram Brawley, purchased the
dwelling and occupied it as a resi-
dence until her death-
Judge Brawley was â noted jurist,
serving as judge here from 1894 until
1911. Prior to that he Dracticed law in
Charleston and was a member of the
U.S. Congress ând the S.C. General
Assembly. He !,vas a native of Chester
and a graduate in 1860 of the S.C. Col-
lege (now USC) and lost an arm at the

. battle of Seven Pines.
plaster laths also were hand-made, a
painstaking job but rypical of the
work of the times. Floorins is of wide
heart pine, planks from long-leaf
pines that were cut along the rivers,
rafted and floated to Cha;leston. 1.he
Iong tÌip through salt water served to
toughen the !¡,ood and todav,s
plumbers and electricians have à
tough time boring lioles, even with
elect¡ic drills.

, The house passed through many
na.nos ourrng the ensuing years, but
âll ot rts owners were people of sub-
stance who could keep'it iir good re-pair. William cibbes bu-ilt tqe
impressive Georgian mansion at 64
South Battery and had a warehouse
and factor's wharf out to deeD water. ,

South Battery became one ofthe pri-
mary residential streets of bld
Charleston.

When Murray Boulevard was built
,id this century, dredge spoil was used
to build up the marshes of Conseil-
lere's and other creeks all the wav to
Chisolm's Mill, where the U.S. Cóast
Guard Depot is todây. After the fill
settled, the city lâid out streets, ex-
tending South Battery to Chisolm's
Mill, and began selling lots. Today,
the entire area is a high-cost section
of the city.

Louis D. Simonds bought the house
and resided there until the tate lg?ds
whenle sold it to William E. Murray,
New York entrepreneur and real es_
tate.developer, who is a native of
Unarleston_

The house has withstood the maior
hurricanes of l8lg, 1885, tgS¡. lfilZ
and 1940, the creat EaÌthouâke of
1886 and was narrowly misseã bv tor-
nadoes that lashed ¿h; Iowe. cí¿v in
1938.

Now neglect threatens the house
accord¡ng to 45t downtown residents
wìo recently petitioned Charleston
Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. to rake ac_
tron to stop the deterioration of the
house. At that time Riley said Muffay
had been informed of the need ú
make ¡epairs. Last week Murlåv ob-
tained the necessary permits,- and
wo ( on the building is expected to ,

oegÌn soon.

.'.!.!*iÀ!.¡f i..
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Landscape architects, repeat performance
By LYNNE LANGLEY

Th€ first res¿oration of the lSth
century South Battery gården
brought rav€s, photographs in glossy
gårdening books and featu¡es in
magazines.

Th€n Ilurricâne Hugo literâlly
wâshed through the gãrden. A 4lá,
Ioot storm sùrge uprooted 80 per-
cent of the plants and stack€d them
ågainst the back wall of the gården.

Owner Bessre Hanahån call€d
landscape årchitects Hugh ând
Mãry Pâlmer Dårgån to repeat the
reqüest she made in 1984 rrvhen she
purchased 58 South Bå¿te¡y: Pìease
resto¡e the 8ården.

As the Dargåns were working on
th€ restoråtion of the restoration,
they received å prestigious äward
kom the Ämerican Society of Land-
scape Archilects. N€ver betore in
this country had a private garden
received this professionâl award for
re-creâtion of a period landscape,
say the Dårgans.

The landscâpe ârchitects fåced
deadlines on both restorations. Five
years ago, the coupìe had set March
30 as their wedding date and srere
ov€¡seeing the installation of plants
until the day before.

This year, Mrs. Hanahan's garden
had to be perfrect last month for the
Feslivå I of Hor¡ses ånd Gårdens. The
Hisüoric Charlesûor¡ Foündâtion r€g-
r¡lârly includes 58 South Bått€ry on
ih spriDg tours.

This month and next Mrs.
Hananan, hospitality châirmân for
the Spòleûo Festivsl, w¡ll as always
bé holding pârties for the perform-
ers ând board members in her gar-
den and home,

The formaÌ Barden is known
ac¡oss tl¡is coûntry ånd internation-
ally throügh British.xriter Penelope
Hobhouse, who chose the site as one
of only three or fou¡ American går-
d€ns in h€r new book 'Garden
Style.' William Weléh's "Perenniâl
Color for the South" showcases the
garden as does the lâtest issue of
"Historic Preservation" magazine.

Læt Sept. 22, however, the site
wãs d¡saster. Tùe Dargâns râced
over to check and rememberthesea
ol pluff mud. 'It was so depressing,
Tl¡e plants were wr€nched oùl of the
ground," says Mrs, Dargan,

Dargan points through the formel
gardens with their brick beds, past
the århorând screening plantings fo
the private garden backed bya brick
urall. Hugo uprooted åbouL 80 per-
ceßt of the plants in the yard and
deposited måny of them against the
wâìl, he sâys.

When tùe pluff mud dried, the
Dargans brought in å team to shovel
a foot or more of the salt-laden

fl øt- ¿

Statf pholo by w¡de Speês

Hugh Dargan, Mrs. Roger Hânahan (center) and Hanahan's house w¡th pr¡vate gardens where
Mary Palmer Darqan stand ¡n lhe aose-covered she enterla¡ns Spoleto ce¡ebrities and olher
arboa lhat l¡nks the formal gardens at Mrs. guests.

slime thåt turns brick-hard. With the
sprinkling system destroyed by sâlt,
Dargan installed temporary irriga-
tion standards above the ground. Bùt
neither wåtering nor ¡âin could save
âll the plants.

Azâleas, dogwood, red bùd,
photinia and qùince died outright,
såJ¡s Mrs. Hanahan. As she walked
the garden each dây, she adds, she
noticed more plants declining. Then
cåme the Christmas freeze,

'MotherNature was not very kind
to the garden," sâys Mrs. Dargan,
enumerating plânts such âs pitto-
sporum that sùrvìved Hugo only to
suffer cold damage.

The second restoration had to die
down beneath the soil to neÑ
drainage pipes and to level the site.
The lighting, instalted by å Texås
company also had to be replaced.

With most of the plânts uprooted,
the Dargans replanted what could
be sâved then turned once again to
the challenge of Iinding the right
flora,

For histo¡ical accuracy, only cer-
tâin shrubs ând trees are appropri-
ate, Mrs. Dargan points out. Even
more difficult, mâny nurseries do
notcarry stock large enough to give
the immediate eflect Mrs. Hanâhân

The 30-yeâr-old camellias of the
first restoration are almost imDossi-
ble to find, says Mrs. Dargan. The

two giant crape ñyrtles å¡d an l8-
foot-ta¡l holly became'insiâht
trees," she adds.

Like the 8-ton, 3o-foot tree with
l0-foot rootball the Da¡gans found
for the College oI Charlestont posh

'Hugo campus, Mrs. Hânâìân's holly
wes delivered by a crane as th€ Dar-
gans orchestrâted a Ìandscape con-
tractor and h¡s crew. Limbs, for
¡nstance, have to be chained pre'
cis€lyor the tree could crâck in hall
as it's eased through â nårrolv gar-
den entrance and into a massive
hole.

The originål restoråtion begän
rvith research, sây the Dårgans.
They found photos of 58 Soùth Bat-
lery in Loutrell Briggs' "Chårleston
Gardens' ând a pfioto of the front
gate dating to aboul 1936 at the
Chârleston Museum. the låndscape
ârchitects read abouLother lSth and
19th century Chârleston gârdens,
the popularìty of pattern gardens
ånd theplants mostoltenused at the
trme.

. Then the Då rgâns cârefully began
excavating the site for clues. The
Dârgans found bricks hidden under
soil and weeds. The garden had been
neglected for seven years before
Mrs. Hanehån purchased it, notes
Dargan. "It was waist high in weeds.
I had to c¡awl through it."

The bricks .evea led the pattern oI
the originaÌ gård€n and diciated the

r€sto¡åtioD ot the lormal Dortion. â
wâlled gården tucked behind gâies
on South Battery. Within a lånd-
scaped squâr€, four ovâl beds sur-
round â diamond-shaÞed ce¡tral
bed. Âll brim with flowi¡s, some of
them chanBed seasonallyi gråvel
wå¡kways border the plantings.

An arching a¡bor covered with
roses leads to the private wåUed
garden whileshrubs and small trees
olÍer a buffer for privâcy, "The gar-
den m€ets 20th century needs ãnd
nås lSth century character,'says
Mrs. Dårsan.

She points to the three sepâråte
axes rvhich few Charleston gardens
have, she says. 'Even \r'ith tfie
storm, lhis gãrden still looked good
because it had good bones-"

The axis runs lrom the fronl gåte
through ¿he arbor to focus on a sun-
dial by the back brick walì, whiclr
the Dargans designed a¡¡d had buili
with old brick to replace a former
cinder block wall. The årches refle.
those of the front waÌl and theårbor

the second axis, from the piãzz
steps to än urn, provides å vie\
trom the house across the form¡\
garden. the Dargans' researc \
showed thât steps to the hoìlse j I

1984 rvere not o¡iginål and not in i¡ ì
right plåce. Tìe correct locati( ,
Iines up perfectly, says M¡s. Darga \



:,Residents in the downtown nelghborhood of

etltion seeks a haBt
rro house deter¡oration

i'

o lake action to stop the deærioration
of_å_ house at 58 South Battery.

WHITE

' The petition was started bv area
residents becãuse th€ house hâ; heen

of 451 downtowll residents
Charleston's mayor Ftiday

ellowed to deteriorate throuEh Ðe-
glect, sâid Jane Lucas Thorn-hill. a

becãuse the house hai been

'tery for 22 yeârs.
'The roof is leaking, w¡ndow paEes

are out ånd tbe rair¡ is Doudne in.'
said Mrs. Thornhitl. Wheri an uñccú-
pied building is al.lowed ro deterio-

lived across from 58 South Båt-
of lægare Street who said she

pieces of cast iron are aDpatenuv still
visible. DeHaven said.'The firm did
ariange to l¡ave the building scraped
and paiDted, but the job haã- not oro-
gressed beyond the scraping st¿g;, be
added.

Bids have been received for reDair
of the house and Murray is expected
to choose between the final t'po firms
by Monday, DèHaven said, Crrv
building permits should be oblaineä
Dext week. he said.

The mayor said the city building rn-
spec¿or bad visited the D¡oDertv and
issued an order thaf it bé secured im-
mediately. The building has been se-
cured, he said.

"Îhe house obvious¡y from the
outside is in deplorable condition,"
said Helen Scarborough, a next-door
Deighbor to the house at Sg South Bat-
tery. "The owner has had it long
enough to have done something about
rt.

Mrs. Scarborough said she knows
two people who have offered lo buv
the house from Murray, but he does
not appear l,o be inte¡ested in selling

"It's a shame," Mrs. Scarborougn
said. "I didn't get the petit¡on up, but
I was h¿ppv to sign ir." The buitdihR
and gardens used ro be beautifu). shã
said. "but they a¡en't anl' more."

Ìåte, vagla¡ts often begin to loirer
and tbe rist of fire is very great, she

NfC
l?{t'r/s

Charleston Mayor Joseph p. Rilev
Jr. said Friday tiat te sroæ to thã

Suitd¡ngt owner, William E. Murrây,
in Novemb€r 1982 âbout the cuditiôn

tof ! 9 þroperty. A reply câme that the

But in the interim, the Droiect archi-
''died ahd the repairs 

-*ere 
oot

,e, said Roy DeHaven, a staff
member at the East Bay Co. real es-
Bte development firm v?hicb maD-

would be reDai¡ed soon.

Ëill*ì
lñ:
firy
¡tä
Hå

tùe property for Murray. who
in New York

WateÌ dåmage from Hurricane Da-
destroyed an old oil heate. a d the ...Peeling pa¡nt, broken w¡n#Õ$ds

Ståt, phoros by Tom gpãrn
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Restoration saved unusual house 'from rack and ruin'

\

; Hoffmau is a local builder aqd plar¡er who
sp€cializ€S in restorative work. Other houses iD
the a¡eå he's worked with include .Dråyto¡ Ha¡l;
the Aiken Rhett House and tl¡e residenê at l5
Legare. The Blâke Hoûse'has been his primary
project for the past year and a halJ,

"\ e wanted to keep the integrity ot the house,
with the exception of 20th century conve!ìiences,"
Hoffman says. 'It was truly a restorstioÐ, ¡ût a
re¡cvatio¡¡.- Some of the problems his crew dealt
with were repainiing and plastering, reworking of
lhe windows and wlndow openings, fìooriog and

l{omes ln Detail
masonry repairs, installation of modern ütilities
and restoration of interior detail work and the
double piazz as outside.

The greatest changes were made in the kit he¡,
bathrooms a¡d the back portioD of tbè hor¡s€,
which wa! a 20th ceBtury addition anJmay, Mrs.
ganaha[ saF. She adds that Joh[ Laùe¡s sened
as preservatiotr colsultant iD the early shges of
the restoratio[.

In fact, a whole team of experts wo¡ked with
the Hanahans on the project, including New York
interior desigDer Arnold dev- Copper, laDdscap€' 
architect llugh Dargon and Englishman John
laylor, who specializes in tåe authentic restora-
tiõn qf furniture. Copper claims this has b€€D one
of tbe most extensive renovations in the city,

Tbe,interior plan is that of a modified si¡gle' 
house, the mai¡ portion baving two roûms oD

each floor, divided by a cetrtral stairhall. Tha!
pla¡ is modified by the west wiEg which features
ore rcom otr each Iloor. each accessible from the
piazzå or t¡e northeast rooms'

The exterior i.s rather coNervativè fo¡ its pe
'riod, with proportions more Georgian thaB Fed'
eral But tlie interior was doDe in the high stylé of
tbe Federal and låte Georgan periods, featuriog
elaborate paneling a¡d woodwork, much of whicþ
r€mained i.nt¿ct all these years. There is also an
abundarce of natural light provided by numerous
windows, many of which stiu have the original,
u¡refiæd glass of the period.
I ; srhile excavating tbe garde¡, Mrs. Hanabau

. for¡nd pieces of fire English chira, deti¡g to tùe
' late ltth century, which wduld i¡dicat€ someo¡e
of:CriDsideråbb leâlth mGt lave lived there. '

In k€epirg with this high style, Copper aDd

MrS. Ba¡ahan selected brilliant color schemes, in
red, yellow and blue tones, for the primary
roonis. "People seem afraid of colors.' CopÞer
savs, -but this is a Gerlrgia¡ bor'É. There's beau'
triul rcoodwork, the rooms are Ã-elì Proportioned
reflecting an Italian Palladian iÐfluence, aDd

tbey would have useC vibrant, brilliani colors."
Coincidentelly, when paint and plasierwork

were removed duri¡g renovation, many of the
original colors used in the hous€ were discovered
aDd some \pere identical to those they had se-
lected.

Tbe wall treaftients are even more interesti¡g
b€câuse of a speciÂl pahting techn¡que used io
simulate tÊxture. Copper signed o! a NeF York
Dainti¡s team for tùe project. The rcsults are evi-
ãetrt iu-¡he front stairtall'where baseboards are a
marbleized slateFay and, above thes€ to the
chair rail, walls åre a wax-finished deep t€ra-
cotta with tb€ look of leather. Above thq chair

gold color, providing texture for âdded i.oterest
Íhe baschqãrds sere Êiven another special paint
techique to simulate the look of grâined rDahog-
any.

"Antiqued" gold cornices, found withi! the

:væ it

58 South Battery
Bv LISA DENNIS
Póst-CÐur¡e. F6Don6. '

The long-awaited and well-planned restoration
of the historic house at 58 South Battery is just
shy of completion and the nern owners, Roger and
Bessie llanahan, couldnlt be more pleased.

The unusual, L-shaped, 2,-story frame house
was built alrol¡t 1800 by John Blake, a Revolution-
ary patdot and state senator, Due to its historical
significåDce, tl¡e house became the center of con-
troversy whetr, iD December 1983, dorÌnto\sn resi-
dents complai[ed it was deteriorating from
neglect and petitíoned the mayor to take actio¡ to
save the structure.

The owner at that time, New York entfepre-
neul WiUiam E. MuÌray, appareDtly had pianned
to restor€ tùe dwellinß, büt the p¡oject wênt :
awry. He also reportedly refused to sell the proÞ
erty utrtil an a¡jreemen't firally was reacheal with
Mrs. Hamhan ill April i984.

Her pü.rpose in buying the house was 'to save it
f¡om rack and ruin," ând return the house and
gardeN to a condition. similar tû that of its l8tù
certu-ry origi¡, she såys.

'It took three years for us to purchase t¡e
house because of the coDtroversy regarding its
'leglected co¡dition and the refusal of the owner
to either clean it üp or sell,' Mrs. Hanahan says.
But by t¡e time she did acquir€ the property, ini-
tial research ànd pllanling for the resûoratioD was
al¡eady well uoder rvay.

Althoügh t¡e €xterior ând i¡terior looked ter-
dble, tùe house remained structurally sor¡[d, and,
su¡prisùgly, a great .qeal oJ original detåil wes
fourd i¡side, accordi¡g to David Hoffman, who
Mrs. Hatrahan såys "is fesponsible lon rebuildirg
the house.'

rai¡, walls are a påle bluegray.
The striki¡s color scbemes are compleme¡ted '

in each rcom-by curtaiEs and upholstery within €åcb raom by curt¿iEs and upholstery with
elâborate fritrges, borders and ribbùns..nooms
are fu¡ther enhatrced by the ow¡ers' fine 18ttr
century Etrglish, America[ aDd French furlitu¡€,
appropriate to the period, muÒh of which.Ûås qq''
lected sDecifically for this bouse.cted specifically for this bouse.

'Mls. Hanahan admits to ã long-timq i¡t€r€st i¡{ "
dtiàues and travels freouetrtlv tro examine aod ',..a¡tiques and travels frequently to erarnine aod ' "

ou¡chase new pieces. She corHnissioned John
iaylor, who wörks out of New York, for much of :

Ithe resiorative worh.

anO ârqltilr usêd today for deõoration. :
lbe dining room is sParsely, but elegartly' . '^

decorated witb fi¡e aDtiqu€s, includi¡g a sBectåc- -
ular mirror over the mant€!. But what grâbs yol¡l --

âttéùtiqn iß the wall color, whicb copper rlq
sc¡ibes as "maple's gold.' Tbe milk-based p,aint'

' meticulouslv alplied i¡ layers, a¡¡ows u¡derlying
to¡es of veÈniilion to sbow through the brigüt

Color màkes an immediåùe impressio[,in botù ;
the formal drawi¡g room and dining room on the. ;'
first floor. Brillia¡t Chinese celadon green vith
whit€ trim is the primary color in the d¡awi.¡g
room, echoed i¡ elaborate mu.ltlcolored draperies
in aû Eûglish documented glazed chirtz pattprn'
The ceÃtral fireplace features oriSi¡al "Eióg of
Prussia" marble and a¡ eLaborat€ mastel Also of '
qote,. o¡igioel b¡asses for bell pulls. were louad :

.|

L.

Bessie i4ena¡iå¿"¡ ã*rt*r hi-qtsri* h*us* t* Ëêvæ+.r See House, Page 3-Ë



This window is in the formal parlor,

...Housg
Cont¡nued From Page l-E the room are ¿ drcssi¡rtj ¡_ooDr lno ct.r. . ¡câ
house and dating back to l8S0,toDth and anelesanl h;¡thrr'ôtt¡ $itli r¡¡atbl' , rl¡
pfarn windows which line r;" f"lÌijtifl ,.. The Hanãha¡¡s w( re ¡llli' Ir, r'¡k{' s¡'¡ i ,.'r'
êt"¡or"tãnl"nt"f iïîãåiiäiìl,iüirY"Ï, lqe ties here. becar¡sp rr wirsn I rn rr¡e ujrl,. | , | .)r
exampte ot-ür,e ìr:aiå;ä,ii; äft""l 

ano an the house Ànri srn'' i¡¡' ¡¡'¡¡*, ,^¡q ¡ ' r'!.
house. . )lgnoul th€ stored as a holi,.. r,,t .¡ r¡r¡s,.rrr ,.(,rt.

.,Ácross a narrow harwav, in r¡e we.sr w"*." låi,ii',åËï'i"i åìl'ìì:ii,,'}::liîlli,'; ',;ll
tne kltchen' a pleasant mix u[ old ¡¡;ì4 ¡,.,.v. The conåpätiut" wrrrr ;,r,rt,r.nr,,ryhearth and fine dentil moldine were all.pre_ The third fl,,ú. I.irt r,.r ln,, sn.. r,.(

=ly:q,. 
bu, modèrn. appliance-s and cabi;ets .oorn" *üiÃ,,,.,, ,,,,.,,ì, ,,,,,,,,,^,,,, ,,,maxe rt practicat and liveable. ¡ott a." 

"óu",.,,i1-i,, 
ilu. .,.,,,,,q ,,, n..,

,_1,1",¡,il!""y âlso. connects a utility room ¡¡ one biue, tt¡o urt,,,. i,,i,,. irjlr rì)t{.hrr I , ,rls
T^T^!111 1 private stairway leading to the fo.r a unifietl lxrk 

^ 
sirìir l)rrtr ov(.r , j ,,:,rmaslet þedroom), a powder room and iear en- . 

wing is a happy corrrbLn;rtr,rn (,t lx,rl) , .r:r

::11"^",ll9ltLu g-ârage. The bathroom, y¡¡¿¡ farãscolor.Ci,j¡,rr,.r,,,r,¡,¡¡,¡i¡¡¡¡¡1., .r\.onceadJolned.the dini¡g room, was reworked to irigtheplanfoiil,¡.t,.rrhr,,,,rr,
povroe a wet bar in the dinine room.and make Ât the re¡r,,f rb,. l¡u j,,.. s(.r,.rj,¡ ,l . .,,r
the bath behind it accessible-from 

ï,å f1!,, o ,håà:T'";;;;;J;l:i;,,ì,ï'.,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,. , ,rrlargecis[erndiscoveredundertheutilityroomtheirplaco',I.tr,.,.'i',.''',.'..,''^,..
w¡ll probably be converted into , *ine'cÀ¡ãi, Ëäir"#ãli"., 

"ìi,.,Ì 
,1j,,1,, .,,.r,*.,,,r r,. ,,faccording to Mrs, Hanahan.

,^yr-",1-T.,ln:lio..*ylnì.".,tu.u"a-o-*" ""Ëilï1i:if;;:,i:ïl:':;l]:¿:ili'ìlïjî:li 'i,

9:"9I"$ ¡n similar- high style. A second bed- a¡ated by hciivv firtr.rg| t¡r,¡r ihc fi,, ,,ì,,

:-"^ojl,Il,_"1l"qul|e.d¿ great deal oI restorative oJthegardcnrvl¡¡ctr r+risrrtslfr,rl'rofl:r
w^orK'.ls asJet unfinished. Again some s'ork was tiolr projecl.. ll,r lrjrLil p¡rvllfr., Il¡,]J: t.j,,
oone to rearrânge entrances to a bath. It used redid the origtn¡l l¡r¡l|L wr¡llrj; ¡ di! r\r.
to--oÌen ¿t.the head of the stairs, but is now rear of the'pro¡cr.ty Srr,tt(,r1d stt, ..¡i
accesslDle Irom the guest bedroom. ment gives tir| ir,;rìl all .rrlrqLì.rl!11 ,rl,h

The library. which is where the formal D"alo. b"li"t its rcc.rrl ({Ji)i ltrrrlr¡rrì
would have been located originally, is aiother The fonnal !ìi¡rrr, r, ¡ll tr¡,rt w,r\ ..tï
clegant room. Here, a soft ter¡a rosa color was reco¡strucl¡(l Irr'¡rr rir.rllr'.r¡r): r¡srr: ,,,.,t
selected to offset the glazcd "faux pine" panel- bricks excavi¡r, lrll rrÍ y:r¡1. 1i1,.. .,.rs
ing,. almost â khaki green color,- whicå \{¿s Planted lhcrc,r¡,.rvt¡rrr,l ,rt rUh:,t r
acnteved through yet ånother special paintinf D-eenplantcdinrlr( ¡ltrlr lÍr,t I tr..,.rr, ,lr.i
lechnlque. D-rapelies are another document Hanahân says ]h, ,,tj]l[r¡rl \vr,,rrghl rrr..i
print, of unglazed chintz this time fo¡ a less- attheentr¡ncl rv, r, slrr¡r¡rlLl,,lf tiir',, .,r,rl
formal room. have since bc.r¡r ¡ r'l,lrrr r.iì

The master bedroom turns tomute. -_ Withafreslr ¡\,r¡irt |,irrrìti,¡ rtl{'r., ,¡¡l
o,, r". o--oiu,ãiirîtf*ilä;iî;f,.i:1,d"!! å"Tïiîü f;ï,1;ìll,"ll.,,l;i il,^,,," ; li,fine furnlshings and elaborateãiapes. Adjotning ñeË "ol¿" ¡omc

,F.

:li

,'t'



58 South Battery
Fresh paint, restored piazzas and re-

olaced windovts look a far sight better
inãn Û," nor." dìd two vears ago when it

had deteriolâto(1 so mucl
compla¡tìiìrl ßol()w, Iìice 'r

dfapes i ;trt l){ì li'iìrl(1 lrì lil{ì 'l

Stair hall hap marbleized baseboards



ffiffi

eË,

¡ rþ.ii**'
$Þ;j:ii#dilnqd'.î +

:. --

'Þ

The garden was authentically restored - from the layout to the plants



THtrCARDtrI{
AT5BSOIjTH
BATTtrRY
Putpose oftheprojecL'The designers sought to
research, interpret and implement a sensitive
setting fü an lSth-century frame home in a
historic district. Archaeological and literar¡r
records revealed a pattem ofbricks beneath an
accumulation of soil on the grounds adjacent to
the house. The design intent was to reinstate
the excavated pattern garden through the use
of traditionâl co¡struction methods and to util-
ize native and exotic plant materials consistent
with the oeriod of the house.
RoLe of the lnnd,sc(Lpe architect: T\e landscape
architect was responsible for all drawings, bids
ând execution of plans and directed a team of
skilled architects, an architectu¡al historian,
an archaeologist and craftsmen. the garden
re-creation was hanalled exclusiveþ by the land-
scape architect. Moalest archaeological excava-
tions were also directed by the ìandscape archì-
tect, who mapped the edsting pattern as it

LANDSCAPE ARCNIIECf URE

emerged from the soil. Shards of pottery and
bottle glass were inspectecl for their location,
age and relevanee to the site by the state ar-
chaeologist. The landscape architect also super-
vised each of the many skilled craft,smen who
were involved i¡ the project.
Local significonrcø.' This project exemplifies a
cornplete transformation from a "non-environ-
mer ' tn alate-78th-century garden, It helped
to revive lost and dimínishing cráftsmanship
techniques inthe fi elds of histoãcpreservatioí,
tratlitionaì building and plant materials selec-
tion for historic re-creation proj ects. the resto-
ration of the garden also beEan a conscious
efÏort on the pÀrt oflocal realtõrs, bankers and
the gardening public to think ¿bout a historic
home and its sensitive grounds improvements.
þecid fottors: lt wøs necessary to design crea-
tively in a small space ï¡ithin the context of a
tight period style.
Catcgøry: IIistonc Preservation and Restora-
tion
Locatinn: Charleston, South Carolina
Løndscape architects: Hugh Dargan Associ-
ates, Inc.-Hugh and Mary Palmer Dargan :
C ottsulfnnl*: J otn Lauren s, architectural pres-
ervation; Libby Robenson Page, horticulture;
Edgewood Builders, general contractor; Down-
towrt Landscaping, landscape contractor; John'lVatson, lighting

ToF: îhe Fatiern ¡n this
T 8th"ce$tury residential
gardefi uJas buried befteath

ssil in the yard, Âbûve; A

founta¡n ¡s located on ax¡s

ìv¡th a trellis in ihe gardûÍ.


