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35 Legare St. -- This two ·and one-half story frame single 
house was built before 1828, when it was mentioned in 
the will of Rebecca Screven. She built the house on 
property inherited from her mother,. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Williams. The property was purchased in 1879 by Louisa . 
J. McCord, wife of Edward McCord, editor of Statutes 
at Large of South Carolina. A daughter of Langdon 
Cheves, who was president of the Bank of the United 
States, she was one of the mos~ prominent women writ­
ers in antebellum South Carolina. 
(Greene, unpub. MS.; SCHS. ) 
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2004.020.045 Postcard Historic Charleston Foundation 

Description 
Unidentified house and garden, but likely 35 Legare Street, ca. 1900s. Dog sits on top step near door. 
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Two ~:Jermw m~rcha,tts, Jacoo LA. Ste;nmel.t 
a11d Paul Emil Lorwt, bought th{; l-~olmes 
property in parcels becween 1~03 r.nu 1818. 
Before 1818, they built botr t:,e masonry aw: 
f~·ame portions oftl1e house and linked them 
together with a frame ~ddition, as the three 
po1tions app~ar on ~ plat of that year. 

Also appearing on the plat is the br~ck \Vall on 
Legare Street which disp~·ovcs th;:: l0gend th.:~ 
Madame "~'alvandc buih the ' 'fall to !Jr~'v cnt ~h .: 

girls at her boarding school from dopin3- the 
wall was already th~r0 when ner ;msband, 
Andr~w Talvande, bought the property in 1819. 
However, the elopemr.nt which ins!Jired the 
legend is appa;·enllv did occur: Col. Joseph 
Whaley's ucughti:!r. Marie, anct George W. Morris 
of New Jersey, eloped in 1828. Because C\f ':1 lav; 
prohibiting aliens from owning prope~·ty, k:n act uf 
the Assembly was necessr.ry in 1835 to confirm 
Madame Talvande'~ ri~r.t to innerit tlte property 
from her husband, who had died without 
becoming a U. S. citizen. 

In 1 ~4Y the property was purchas~d by George A. 
Hopley, a merchant and Bri!ish const'l. :t~oted fo; 
his elegant hospitaEi.y. Hopl~y added :i g:-tac 
rooru and some de!ails in ti1e Empire style, suc;t 
us the marble mantel in the "odlroom. Hopi~:' also 
cdded thL: f:1mous Sword Gates v:hic!1 h~d bern 
medea decade earlier by Christopher Werner. 
The ironw0rker had ~cen ..::ommission~d in 183 8 
to make g-<~.t~~ with Roman sworclc; for th3 0t•XL·d 
House at B;ocd and Meeting streetc; (1'1d nnde or1..:: 
more pair th1n •,vas heeded. The cros~ed sw:Jnis 
are symbols of r.uthority. 

In 1881, this became the home of Judge C1ark-; 
H. Simonton, spea..'i(er of the S.C. Hous~ of 
Representatives and U.S. District and Circuit 
Juuge. 

Author Hervey Allen was a t.;nant her\; in 19:: 1-
2~. Mrs. Jessie Lincoln Randolpn. u 
grandd.au,e;htcr of Abreham Lincolr.., owne~ tit~ 
prop~rty in th~ '30s but never liv~d l~ci·c. 
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Cd-·t-1 "'v C-~_C;L,J1,~iw1 T<tt~r 6v~~ 
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35 Le~a::-e S !r~e !: 

l( eiJ'cc~n Ccn !"''!n H flu:;e 
Co<'S!t"'l'cted b€-jor..::. 1.:28 
Thjs two-c11d-n-hr.lf story lrc.JP;! ~in::,le ;Jo~l.-;'; v:?.._.. 
"ouilt beiore 1~28. wl-trn i~ Vl:lf.: ·n~n~iua-:<i in tl11! 

\Yill of Rebecca Sc/eveil. h irs. Sr;reven built ihe 
house 0n property i•hlerited fror.J. h~•· 1no~h~~, 

Eliz?.bi?th Willir.ms. The !)rC'~erty vas pmcht<;.;o 
in 1279 by i,ouisa J. McC:o:.-d, wil<. ofBdwa;·<l 
McCorcl, edito:· of Stc<fl!le" c!t L wgc q/ So~!th 
Cccolha. A dau::;lhcr ofLanr;don Ch~ves . v ·ho 
was !Jre~ident ofti1..: BaPk r r" th ;> l mit~.:d St'-tt~s. 
she was one of scv~mlnot..:worthy femr.li::.; 
writt.:rs in 2ntoJb~llt!m South C£Jr01ina. 

?.7 l .. ef,;;a r~ 2 ti·ee! 
.la m e:; Si-re~1 t~r C'b n:J. H{luse 
Couszr : :ct.~d c. 1820 
Plr.nter kmes St!."eatc•· Glenn built this l'ouse 
wmeti111e between 1 ~IS 'Nhen ·i(' 1cquir~d trt 
laP1l anti 1812 ·.vh~m he suld it "·.:vif1 
irro:c,vem0n~s." He inhe!"ite'\ ti1e siL,' +'rom Jc;.'ll 
GlcPno who asseP'o'e'i the i.'ack ryar~s of two !ot; 
fronti113 "irJ.dd Sti.'~~l:, 'Jy ~ 789. Jniti r. lly t:1i~ wr..s {\ 
pl<•ia singl~ hoese; th~ eAt~nsifJn on the 110rth sidP. 
V!<'S add~d in the ~nJy : 9/.0s. 

Augn'6i1~ 3inytL.; boug-ht ti•.:: p:OjMty i;, i 903 
frw his dr.ugilt\!i. Su:><:.n E;!nnctl, wii~ of Johu 
Bcnn(.tt (18:i5-l956). B~nP>::tt V<;~ c. nativ~ of 
Ohio who oecamc famous for his no-vds about 
Ch~rleston- M.,&m~e i">i•' gnt, Doctor to th:: 
Dead, aml Th~ l~'<!YJS?1,'.J cfP.:yr:: Gc.illa.~tl. H.:: 
Plsn wroi.:~ c.ilikk:m's l:.uuk.s a.nci ~h\! firs~ !';~:1olarly 
tre~~ise on the Cullr.h diale:ct, c. I 90S. oi'ile Po.!lry 
Soci..,ty oi 8outh 2r.r~)Jina w~s ::-ovndecl by 
Bennet~, Hervey AlleP (autho•· oiAathOi(:' 
"1dvase), and DuBose Heywarcl. Be1mett 
introduced Heyv'ard to a publish·':r ?.nd Pcrg)' \V<~s 
~')f)f"l over urinks in thi;.; house. 

:. 9 J.../·~gnr-~ S i.re~~t 

Cvr~in•cterf c. !:.J52 
-:-h~ t:1.-ce-and-a-;1ali :.tory l):tic~~ ilOclS~ '.~.T.s ~milt 

oy ·~ithcr Mc.ry Jane Frase1· in ! 85~ or bdorc ~ha~ 
date oy Joha E. Gbn. 
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